
www.guard-archaeology.co.uk

Torbreck Cist, South-West Inverness

Data Structure Report
Project 3499



© GUARD Archaeology Limited, May 2012.

GUARD Archaeology Limited
52 Elderpark Workspace

100 Elderpark Street
Glasgow
G51 3TR

Tel:  0141 445 8800
Fax:  0141 445 3222

email:  info@guard-archaeology.co.uk

www.guard-archaeology.co.uk

Torbreck Cist, South-West Inverness

Data Structure Report

On behalf of:    Historic Scotland

NGR:     NH 64149 40441

Project Number:   3499

Project Manager:   John Atkinson

Report by:    Maureen C Kilpatrick

Gillian McSwan

Approved by:

Date:     04/05/2012    

  This document has been prepared in accordance

 



Contents

Archaeological Background  5

Methodology 6

Results  6

 Modern Disturbance 11

Discussion 12

Acknowledgements 13

Appendices 15

 Appendix A: Bibliography 15

 Appendix B: List of Context 15

 Appendix D: List of Samples 16

 Appendix E: List of Drawings 16

 Appendix G: DES 21

List of Figures

List of Plates

© GUARD Archaeology Limited, May 2012.



es
ke

r r
id

ge

Figure 1:
Location of Cist. 0 250 m

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance
Survey on behalf of the Controller of
Her Majesty's Stationery Office.  All rights
reserved.  Licence number 100050699.
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1.1 

guidance. 

2.1 
Archaeology Limited on behalf of Historic Scotland under the terms of the Human Remains 

undertaken between the 19th and 23rd

3.1 

3.2 

Archaeological Background 

4.1 

4.2 

circle consists of nine upright stones and two outlying stones, which are thought to be the 

4.3 
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5.1 

5.2 

Establish the presence or absence of any archaeological remains within the immediate 

Methodology

6.1 

6.2 

good with bright sunshine. 

6.3 

Results 

The Esker Ridge

and 5 metres at its top which was broad and 

metres.  Its sides were fairly steep and were 

fallen branches, tree stumps and moss.  An 

opened up around the cist to establish 
its extent and to examine for any further 
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either been deliberately split or naturally spilt lengthways along lines of weakness.

in situ

slightly wider at cist slabs A and C and measured 200 mm, while at cist slab B it measured 100 

probably used as a means of securing and stabilising the stones in this area.  At the internal 

018

010

012

0 1 m

Figure 3: Plan of Cist - upper level of fill 018.
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The Cist Fill

and is a natural deposit within the esker ridge.  No formal 

Most of the hand and foot bones were missing as were 

much of the right side of the skull was missing as were 

012

010

012

012

010 excavated cut
due to disturbance

0 1 m

Figure 4: South-West facing profile of Cist & Cut 012.
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Figure 5: North-West facing profile of Cist & Cut 012.
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Figure 6: Inhumation and associated finds.
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The Capping Stones and Cairn Material

both of the capping slabs.

Modern Disturbance

and the cist slab placed upright again.  A shallow dark brown silt with peaty/organic material 
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Discussion

 Osteological analysis of the skeletal remains will help to establish the possible age at death 

will be used to compare and contrast with other burials within the immediate area and wider 

members of society.

comparison with other burials from the surrounding area.          
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Appendix B: List of Context

Context 
No. Area

001
002
003 Natural glacial Esker ridge deposit
004 Capping stones for cist Upper 'cairn' capping stones for cist
005 Lower capping stones for cist Lower slab capping stones
006 Dark brown/black silt deposit

Slumped natural material behind collapsed cist 
side slab C

009 Dark brown silt deposit
010 Rectangular sandstone cist side slabs A, B, C and D Cist side slabs

012

015

Recently disturbed deposit in cist due to 
machining

of cist and measuring 0.10m in depth
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Context 
No. Area

019 which extends interior of cist surrounds skeleton

020
cobbles

Natural glacial material of Esker Ridge found at 
base of cist

Appendix C: List of Finds

Area Context 
No.

No. of Material 

1 020 Ceramic
2 015 Human Bone
3 015 Human Bone Hand phalange
4 015 Human Bone Hand phalange
5 Human Bone
6 015 Human Bone

015 Lithic
Lithic

9 019 Lithic
10 019 Lithic
11 019 Lithic

Appendix D: List of Samples

Sample 
No. Area Context 

No.
Reason for Sampling

Bone Lithics Botanics
1 009 1xL x x x x
2 1xL x x x x
3 1xL x x x x
4 015 1xL x x x x
5 009 1xL x x x x
6 015 1xL x x x x

015 1xL x x x x
1xL x x x x

9 1xL x x x x
10 015 1xL x x x x
11 015 1xL x x x x
12 015 1xL x x x x
13 015 1xL x x x x
14 1xL x x x x
15 019 1xL x x x x
16 020 1xL x x x x

1xL x x x x

Appendix E: List of Drawings

Drawing 
No. Area Sheet 

No. Subject Scale

1 1 1:10
2 1 1:20
3 1 1:20
4 2 1:20
5 2 1:20
6 3 1:20
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Drawing 
No. Area Sheet 

No. Subject Scale

4 1:20
5 1:10

9 5 1:20
10 5 1:10

Appendix F: List of Photographs

Area Context No. Subject
1
2 S
3 Esker ridge to rear of cist
4 Esker ridge to rear of cist
5 S
6 S

ID Shot

9 S
10 E
11 001, 002
12 001, 002
13 S
14 003, 004 NE
15 003, 004 NE
16 003, 004

003, 004 Cist and Esker Ridge
003, 004 Cist and Esker Ridge

19 003, 004
20 003, 004 S
21 003, 004
22 S
23
24 004, 005 SE
25 004, 005 E
26 004, 005 NE

005 SE

collapsed stone SE

29
30
31 004
32 004
33 S
34 Human rib fragment S
35 009, 014, 015 S
36 S

S
009, 015 Internal area of cist 

39 009, 015 Internal area of cist 
40 009, 015 SE
41 SE
42 005
43 005



Area Context No. Subject
44
45
46 015 SE

015 SE

49
50 SE
51
52
53 SE
54 SE
55
56

019
019

59 019 NE
60 019 NE
61 019
62 019
63 019
64 019
65 Depth of burial in cist
66 019

019
019

69 019
019
019
019
019
019
019
019
019
019 NE
019 SE
019 SE
019 SE
020 SE
020
010

010, 020 Depth of cist
010

010, 012 NE
NE
NE

90 NE
91 Height of ridge

Area Context No. Subject
1 ID Shot
2 003, 004
3 003, 004 S



Area Context No. Subject
4 003, 004 E
5 NE
6 NE

9 S
10
11
12 005 Cist slabs in situ E
13 005 Cist slabs in situ
14
15 010 Collapsed side slab C E
16 009, 015 Internal area of cist

009, 015 Internal area of cist
009, 015 Internal area of cist S

19 SE
20
21
22 SE
23
24 SE
25 SE
26 019 Exposure of skeleton SE

019 Exposure of skeleton SE
019 NE

29 019 NE
30 019 SE
31 019
32 019
33 020
34 020
35 010, 012 SE
36 010, 012 NE

Esker Ridge NE
Esker Ridge NE

39 010, 012 Cut at rear of cist slab B NE
40 010, 012 NE
41
42 010
43 010 Cist side slab B
44 010 Cist side slab A
45 010 Cist side slab C
46 012

012
012 S

Area Context No. Subject
1 ID Shot
2 003, 004
3 003, 004 S
4 003, 004 E
5 003, 004 NE
6 003, 004 NE
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Area Context No. Subject
003, 004
003, 004

9 003, 004 S
10 003, 004
11
12 005 Cist slabs in site E
13 005 Cist slabs in site
14 010, 012
15 010, 012 Collapsed side slab C E
16 009, 015 Internal area of cist

009, 015 Internal area of cist
009, 015 Internal area of cist S

19 SE
20
21
22 SE
23
24 SE
25 SE
26 019 Exposure of skeleton SE

019 Exposure of skeleton SE
29 019 NE
30 019 NE
31 019 SE
32 019
33 019
34 020
35 020
36 010, 012 SE

010, 012 NE

Area Context No. Subject
1 ID Shot
2 010, 012 Cut to rear of side slab B NE
3 010, 012 NE
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Appendix G: DES

3499
Dores
Maureen C Kilpatrick
GUARD Archaeology Limited

NH 64149 40441
19th March 2012
23rd March 2012

Limited, on behalf of Historic Scotland under the terms of the Human 

fragments.  
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