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Figure 1:
Site location.

0 100 m
Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf
of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office.  
All rights reserved.  Licence number 100050699.  
Client basemap licence number 100048957.
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Appendices 

Appendix A: List of Trenches

Tr  No Length Depth 

1 25 2 0.62 001 002
2 25 2 0.64 001 002 -

3 25 2 0.68-
0.78 001 002 -

4 25 2 0.75 001 002
5 25 2 0.42 001 002 -

6 55 2 0.48-0.8 001 002

7 25 2 1.4 001 002
8 25 2 1.6-2.3 001 002
9 25 2 0.6-0.75 001 002 -

10 25 2 0.65-0.9 001 002 -
11 25 2 0.25-0.6 001 002 -
12 25 2 0.2-0.6 001 002
13 25 2 0.4 001 002

Appendix B: List of Contexts

Context 
No. Area

001 Site

002 Site

003 Site

200 Trench 4
50+ m long x 1.2 m wide x 0.6 m deep.

Open drainage ditch with an 

201 Trench 4
m in height.

202 Trench 4

400 Trench 4

601 Trench 6

602 Trench 6

603 Trench 6

604 Trench 6

m wide x 0.49 m deep. Filled by 601, 602 and 603.
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Context 
No. Area

605 Trench 6

606 Trench 6
deep. 

700 Trench 7

deep

701 Trench 7

1200 Trench 
12

Filled by 1201

1201 Trench 
12

Appendix C: List of Finds

Find 
No. Area Context 

No. Material Type

1 Trench 4 400 7 Ceramic

2 Trench 6 601 1 Ceramic Brick

3 Trench 6 601 1 Ceramic

4 Trench 6 601 10

5 Trench 6 603 1

6 Trench 6 601 1 Ceramic CBM

Appendix D: List of Samples

Sample 
No. Area Context 

No. Bone Charcoal
001 Tr 4 400 5 x
002 Tr 6 603 5 x

Appendix E: List of Drawings

Drawing No. Area Sheet No. Scale
001 Trench 6 1 1:10
002 Trench 6 1 1:10
003 Trench 6 1 1:20
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Drawing No. Area Sheet No. Scale

004 Trench 4 bank 201 1:100

005 Trench 6 1:100
006 Trench 7 1:100

Appendix F: List of Photographs

File 1

Shot No. Area
1 - -
2 - SE

3 Trench 1 NE

4 Trench 1 SE
5 Trench 1 NE

6 Trench 2 trench 2
7 Trench 2 SE
8 Trench 3
9 Trench 3 SE

10 Trench 4
11 Trench 5 SE
12 Trench 6
13 Trench 6
14 Trench 6 NE
15 Trench 6 SE
16 Trench 7 NE
17 Trench 7 SE
18 Trench 7 SE
19 Trench 7
20 Trench 8
21 Trench 8
22 Trench 8
23 Trench 8 SE
24 Trench 9 NE
25 Trench 10 SE
26 Trench 10 
27 Trench 11
28 Trench 12
29 Trench 12
30 Trench 13
31 Site SE
32 Trench 7
33 Trench 7 SE
34 Trench 7 NE
35 Trench 7 NE
36 Trench 4 SE
37 Trench 4 SE
38 Trench 4
39 Trench 4

File 2

Shot No. Area
1 - -
2 Trench 6 SE
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Shot No. Area
3 Trench 6

4 Trench 6 NE

5 Trench 6 NE
6 Trench 6 NE
7 Trench 6
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Figure 1:
Site location.
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 Executive Summary 
1.1 This Written Scheme of Investigation forms the archaeological method statement for the 

archaeological evaluation of the Gorton Loan development area at Rosewell in Midlothian.  This 
Written Scheme of Investigation will require to be approved by the local authority prior to the 
commencement of archaeological fieldwork.   

 

 Introduction 
2.1 This Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) sets out the methodology for the archaeological 

mitigation works required for the Gorton Loan development in accordance with the relevant 
planning condition (Planning Reference: 14/00518/DPP).  In accordance with the agreement of East 
Lothian Council Archaeology Services, Archaeological Advisers to Midlothian Council, the scope of 
work is an  archaeological evaluation, required in order to evaluate the presence, nature, significance 
and extent of any archaeological features within undisturbed parts of the development area.   

2.2 This WSI outlines the programme of archaeological works that may be needed to mitigate the effects 
of the proposed development.  It details the methodology to be employed in implementing Stage 1 
archaeological works.  The mitigation methodology to be employed during Stage 2 excavation and 
Stage 3 post-excavation analysis and publication, if required, will be specified in further WSI 
addendums.  These WSI addendums, if required, will be submitted for the agreement of the 
Archaeological Advisers to Midlothian Council, prior to the commencement of any archaeological 
work.  All phases of work will be funded by the developer as required by the Planning Authority. 

 

 Site Location 
3.1 The undisturbed part of the development area is centred on NT 28642 62827.  The undisturbed part 

of the development area forms the north-east periphery of the total development area and is located 
to the north-west of the main settlement centre of Rosewell in Midlothian to the west of Rosewell.  It 
is bordered by the A6094 road to the north-west, Gorton Road to the north-east and existing modern 
housing estates on all other sides (Figure 1).  The current land use is of open uncultivated fields. 

 

 Archaeological Background 
4.1  A Desk-based Assessment, which examined all records for archaeological remains within 100 m of 

the entire development area, was previously prepared by GUARD Archaeology.  This assessment 
indicated that the development area is not particularly archaeologically sensitive.  There has been 
significant mining activity and associated road and railway lines across the western, central and 
southern parts of the development area associated with the Whitehill Colliery. 

4.2 While the greater part of the total development area has been disturbed by activity related to 
Whitehill Colliery, there was a collection of three rectangular buildings depicted on Roy’s Lowland 
map of 1752-55, centred on NGR NT 28642 62827, in the apparently undisturbed northern edge of 
the development area (Figure 1).  This may represent a farmstead of mid-eighteenth century date or 
earlier.   

4.3 Given these known archaeological remains within an undisturbed part of the development area, and 
that this area has not been subject to previous recorded archaeological field investigations, the 
evaluation has the potential to encounter either the post-medieval archaeological remains of Gorton 
Loan Farmstead or previously unknown archaeological remains. 

 

 Aims and Objectives 
5.1 The aims of the archaeological works is to: 

development area, specifically focused on the site of Gorton Loan farmstead. 
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5.2 The objectives are therefore to: 

Conduct an archaeological evaluation to evaluate the presence or absence of any archaeological 
remains, specifically Gorton Loan farmstead, and their character, date and extent if surviving; 

Submit a report to data structure level for agreement to the Archaeological Advisers to 
Midlothian Council, on completion of the evaluation; 

Submit, if excavation or post-excavation works are required, an accompanying project design and 
costing alongside the data structure report, which will outline arrangements for further 
excavation or post-excavation works. 

 

 Methodology 
6.1 A GUARD Archaeologist will photograph the development area and make a brief written description 

prior to the commencement of ground-breaking works. 

6.2 The course of the existing gas mains will first be surveyed and its location confirmed with hand-dug 
test-pits.  A 3 m buffer zone either side of this gas mains is required and will be marked on the 
ground.  The course of the existing electricity services will also be surveyed and marked on the 
ground and its location confirmed with a CAT Scanner.  A minimum 3 m buffer zone will be marked 
on the ground for this too.  The proposed evaluation trenches (Figure 1) will then be surveyed in.  
The position of these trenches may vary according to the confirmed location of live services. 

6.3 The machine excavation of trenches amounting to 5% of the 1.421 ha undisturbed part of the 
development area will then follow and will be supervised at all times by an experienced GUARD 
Archaeologist.  The evaluation trenches will comprise 12 trenches (each 25 m long and 2 m wide) and 
one further trench (55 m long and 2 m wide), amounting to 710 m² in total (Figure 1).   

6.4 The machine excavator will be fitted with a c 2 m wide flat-bladed (toothless) ditching bucket. 

6.5 The topsoil at each trench location will be removed in spits to the first archaeological horizon or, 
where none was found, to the natural subsoil.  Any archaeological features encountered will be 
cleaned by hand by the on-site Archaeologist to determine their character and extent. 

6.6 All potential archaeological features encountered during the trenching will be investigated by the on-
site Archaeologist.  All significant features including negative-cut features will be 25-50% excavated 
in order to determine their significance, date and function.  A full record of excavated features will be 
made using a single context planning system using pro forma sheets, drawings and photographs.  All 
archaeological features will be photographed and recorded at an appropriate scale.  Sections will be 
drawn at 1:10, and plans at 1:20.  All levels will be tied into Ordnance Datum and the trenches 
accurately located with the National Grid. 

6.7 If potentially 18th to 21st century agricultural features are identified  (furrows, ditches, drains etc) 
these will be investigated to confirm their interpretation.  As the full extent of such features is 
unlikely to be uncovered initially a 0.5m section will be excavated across each feature to confirm 
dimensions, function and the presence and type of drain in use.  Where groups of similar features are 
uncovered only a representative sample will be investigated (approximately 20% or 1in 4).  

6.8 All archaeological finds will be dealt with by the on-site Archaeologist.  Finds and animal bone will be 
collected as bulk samples by context.  Significant small finds will be three dimensionally located prior 
to collection.  All finds will be processed to MAP2 type standards and subject to specialist 
assessment.  Palaeo-environmental samples will also be taken where appropriate.  If necessary, 
conservation of finds will be appraised to allow for specialist study. 

6.9 A representative section will be recorded for each trench denoting depth of topsoil, any stratigraphy 
present and the nature of the soil.  This information will be logged in the day book together with a 
sketch drawn to scale and a photographic record of deposits. 

6.10 Each trench will be accurately surveyed using a Total Station or GPS and will be related to the 
Ordnance Survey Grid.  A record of the full extent in plan of all archaeological deposits as revealed in 
the investigation will be made, either digitally or by hand, and related to the OS grid.  In addition to 
archaeological features this will include recent agricultural features and changes in the subsoil.  
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Where digital planning is used, the project archaeologist will ensure that a sufficient number of 
points are taken on each feature to ensure an accurate representation of the site.  A plan of each 
trench will be made and included in the report where appropriate. 

6.11 Should significant archaeological remains be encountered by the evaluation, requiring more than the 
limited sampling outlined above, the remains will be largely left in situ pending the agreement of the 
client and the Archaeological Advisers to Midlothian Council on an appropriate excavation project 
design, in accordance with paragraph 2.2 above. 

6.12 Should human remains be revealed by the excavation, the police, the client and the Archaeological 
Advisers to Midlothian Council will be informed immediately.  Any human remains will be left in situ, 
pending the agreement of the police, the client and the Archaeological Advisers to Midlothian 
Council on an appropriate mitigation strategy. 

6.13 On completion of the recording of the evaluation trenches, the backfilling of trenches will be 
undertaken by machine.  No specialist backfilling is proposed, nor will the backfilling of trenches be 
supervised by the GUARD Archaeologist, unless the trenches contain archaeological remains.  In 
these cases, the archaeological remains will be covered with terram sheets prior to backfilling 
operations. 

6.14 All elements of the fieldwork and any subsequent post-excavation work will be undertaken in line 
with the policies and guidelines of the IfA (Institute for Archaeologists) of which GUARD Archaeology 
Ltd is a registered organisation. 

 

 Report Preparation and Contents 
7.1  A report detailing the results of the archaeological evaluation will be submitted to the client within 

two weeks of the completion of fieldwork and, subject to client approval, then submitted to the 
Archaeological Advisers to Midlothian Council.  The report will take the form of a Data Structure 
Report and will contain an analysis of the results of the archaeological evaluation.  The report will 
include a full descriptive text that will characterise any archaeological features encountered.  It will 
also include plans and photographs at an appropriate scale showing the evaluation trenches and 
archiving lists of all drawings and photographs. 

7.2  The report will include the following: 

executive summary 

a site location plan to at least 1:10,000 scale with at least an 8 figure central grid reference 

OASIS reference number; unique site code 

Planning application number 

contractor’s details including date work carried out 

nature and extent of the proposed development, including developer/client details 

description of the site history, location and geology 

a site plan to a suitable scale and tied into the national grid so that features can be correctly 
orientated 

context & feature descriptions 

features, number and class of artefacts, spot dating & scientific dating of significant finds 
presented in tabular format 

plans and section drawings of the features drawn at a suitable scale  

initial assessment of relevant  finds/samples if appropriate 

discussion of the results of the archaeological evaluation 

recommendations regarding the need for, and scope of, any further archaeological work, such as 
excavation, post-excavation analysis and publication  
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bibliography 

7.3  At least two copies of the report will be prepared for the client and a further one including a digital 
PDF copy sent to the Archaeological Advisers to Midlothian Council. 

7.4  The report will be presented in an ordered state and contained within a protective cover/sleeve or 
bound in some fashion.  The report will be page numbered and supplemented with section 
numbering for ease of reference. 

 

 Copyright 
8.1 Unless otherwise agreed copyright for any report resulting from the archaeological work undertaken 

as part of the project will be deemed the intellectual property of GUARD Archaeology Limited. 
 

 Publication 
9.1 A summary of the project results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.  In the 

event of minor archaeological remains being encountered during the work, it is proposed that a 
comprehensive report submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, will form the final 
publication of the site.  A copy of this will be included in the Data Structure Report. 

 

 Archive 
10.1 The archive for the project, including a copy of the report, will be submitted to the National 

Monuments Records for Scotland within three months of completion of all relevant work. 

10.2 The online OASIS form at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ will be completed within 1 month of 
completion of the work.  Once the Data Structure Report has become a public document by 
submission to or incorporation into the SMR, the Archaeological Advisers to Midlothian Council will 
validate the OASIS form thus placing the information into the public domain on the OASIS website.   

 

 Finds Disposal 
11.1 The arrangement for the final disposal of any finds made in connection with the archaeological work, 

will be deposited in keeping with Scottish legal requirements as set out in the Treasure Trove Code of 
Practice published by the Scottish Government in December 2008.  The laws relating to Treasure 
Trove and Bona Vacantia in Scotland apply to all finds where the original owner cannot be identified.  
This includes all material recovered during archaeological fieldwork.  Accordingly, all assemblages 
recovered from archaeological fieldwork are claimed automatically by the Crown and must be 
reported to the Scottish Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel through its secretariat, the Treasure 
Trove Unit.  In the event of the discovery of small finds, a filled-out copy of the form "Declaration of 
an Archaeological Assemblage from Fieldwork" and two copies of the pertinent Data Structure 
Report will be submitted to the Panel at the conclusion of the fieldwork.  The Panel will then be 
responsible for recommending to the Queen's and Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer which museum 
should be allocated the finds.  All artefacts will be temporarily stored by GUARD Archaeology until a 
decision has been made by the panel.   

 

 Personnel and Liaison 
12.1 The GUARD Archaeology team will comprise the following qualified and experienced GUARD 

archaeologists: 

Project Director (on-site Archaeologist): Alan Hunter Blair 

Survey Officer: Fiona Jackson 

Additional field staff, if required, will be drawn from our team of experienced field staff 

Finds and Environmental Support and Conservation: Ms Aileen Maule 
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Illustrator: Ms Fiona Jackson 

Project Manager: Mr Warren Bailie 

12.2 The GUARD Archaeology Project Manager, Mr Warren Bailie, will be the point of contact for the 
archaeological works.  A full CV for individuals concerned can be made available on request. 

 

Monitoring 
13.1 Once the proposed start date for the archaeological works has been confirmed the Archaeological 

Advisers to Midlothian Council will be informed and given the site mobile phone number prior to the 
start date so that monitoring visits can be arranged.  It is envisaged that the archaeological 
evaluation will take 2 days to complete, including the backfilling of trenches. 

 

 Health & Safety and Insurance 
14.1 GUARD Archaeology Limited adheres to the guidelines and standards prescribed for archaeological 

fieldwork set down in the Institute for Archaeologists approved Health and Safety in Field 
Archaeology document.  It is standard GUARD Archaeology policy, prior to any fieldwork project 
commencing, to conduct a risk assessment and to prepare a project safety plan, the prescriptions of 
which will be strictly followed for the duration of all archaeological fieldwork.  Copies of the resultant 
project safety plan and of GUARD Archaeology Limited’s Fieldwork Safety Policy Statement may be 
viewed upon request. 

14.2 GUARD Archaeology Limited also possesses all necessary insurance cover, proofs of which may be 
supplied upon request. 
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