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Figure 1:
Site location.

0 1 km
Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey 
on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's 
Stationery Office.  All rights reserved.  
Basemap provided by client.
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Non-technical Summary

1.1 In November 2014 GUARD Archaeology Limited were commissioned by Mason Evans Partnership

prior to re-development of the Royal Victoria Hospital site at Craigleith in Edinburgh. The work 

soil was recorded across parts of the site and part of a possible path or hard standing was visible
to the south-east of the former site of Craigleith House. Part of a concrete base was visible in a
test-pit towards the eastern edge of the development.

2.1 This data structure report sets out the results for the archaeological watching brief, carried
out in advance of re-development of the Royal Victoria Hospital site, Craigleith, Edinburgh. The

3.1 The proposed development area is located on the north side of Craigleith Road in the north-west
of Edinburgh (NGR: NT 23163 74590; Figure 1). The hospital grounds are enclosed by dwelling
houses on the east, west and north sides, the total development area amounts to 5.39 hectares.

Archaeological Background

4.1 The Royal Victoria Hospital was built on the site of the Craigleith Nursery, which was established

demolished in the 1980s. The hospital was used as a specialist neurological hospital during the
First World War; in 1954 the hospital was converted to care for the elderly.

4.2 
shaped pavilions associated with an earlier layout of the Royal Victoria Hospital, there are no 
currently known archaeological remains within the development area and no known previous 

5.1 

development area;

were recorded to an appropriate level;

5.2 

Conduct an archaeological watching brief during ground breaking work of the test-pits 

in the development area and to establish their character, date and extent if surviving;

Submit a report to data structure level for agreement to City of Edinburgh Archaeology Services 

5Project 3943: Royal Victoria Hospital, Edinburgh.



Fieldwork Methodology

6.1 
to the commencement of ground-breaking works.

6.2 

6.3 
operated under the constant supervision of the GUARD archaeologist.

6.4 

Results

7.1 
found in appendices B and C.

7.2 In general topsoil (001) across the site measured from 0.2-0.32 m deep. This was found 
overlying a buried garden or agricultural soil (002) (Figure 2) containing frequent small coal and
charcoal fragments which measured up to 0.46 m deep. The garden soil was visible in the Test-
pits excavated along the west and south-western parts of the study area and a single test-pit 

measuring up to 2.15 m deep comprised re-deposited clay with varying degrees of building 

located around the modern hospital buildings. (Figure 2)

TP 08 (Figure 2, Plate 1) 

7.3 Test-pit 08 was aligned north to south and measured 6 m long by 0.4 m wide by 0.5 m deep 
and located to the south-east of Craigleith House (Figure 2). At the southern end of the test-pit
below topsoil (001) and above subsoil (002) a layer of sandstone fragments contained within
an ashy matrix (005), possibly a path,  was recorded, this measured 1.8 m long, by 0.44 m wide, 

east and west. Test-pit 8 was relocated 3 m to the north of the feature to avoid disturbance to
it.

6
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TP 17 (Figure 1, Plate 3)

7.4 Test-pit 17 was aligned east to west and measured 3.2 m long by 0.6 m wide by 0.25 m deep. A 

1 gravel part of a degraded concrete slab (008) was visible at the east end of the trench. The 

edges to the east, north and south
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Discussion 

8.1 The watching brief recorded the remains of a possible path or hard standing in Test-pit 8 to 
the south east of the site of Craigleith House, the path may be associated with the gardens of 

Mason Evans the site of Craigleith House is marked towards the south-west part of the site but

Plate 2: Concrete slab 008 in Test-pit 017, 
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on the Ordnance Survey Map published in 1896 the house appears to lie further to the north.
The area depicted on the Mason Evans map appears more likely to be associated with the site of 
the Royal Victoria Shelter NT27SW 3007.10. No test-pits were excavated on the site of Craigleith 
House as indicated on the Masons Evans map and no evidence of any of the original hospital
buildings were seen in any of the test-pits excavated.

8.2 It is not clear what the concrete slab recorded in Test-pit 17 relates to or what period of 
development of the site it pertains to.

Conclusions

9.1 
features, although the agricultural or garden soil visible across parts of the site suggests that

modern hospital buildings appear to have been truncated by landscaping during this phase of 
the hospitals development.

9.2 
guardarc1-196234 will be completed within 3 months. Once the Data Structure Report has

domain on the OASIS website.

Acknowledgements
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Appendices

Appendix A: Bibliography

Cartographic Sources Consulted

1896

Appendix B: Trench Details

TP  
No

Length 
(m)

Width 
(m)

Depth 
to 

natural 
(m)

Depth of 
trench 

(m)
Aligned Topsoil/

Overburden Subsoil Details

1 2.3 0.68 0.7 0.7 NE-SW 001 003 Subsoil 002

2 2.1 0.44 0.96 1.55 NW-SE 001 003 natural clay 003 clay

3 2.5 0.4 0.7 2.5 E-W 001 003 Topsoil 001 over subsoil 002 over
natural clay 003

4 2.6 0.44 0.7 2.7 NE-SW 001 003 Topsoil 001 over subsoil 002 over
natural clay 003

5 2.8 0.44 0.68 3 NW-SE 001 003 Topsoil 001 over subsoil 002 over
natural clay 003

6 2.55 0.44 0.2 3.3 NW-SE Paving slabs 003 Paving sand over bedding sand over
natural clay

7 2.8 0.5 0.5 3 E-W 001 003 Topsoil 001 over subsoil 002 over
natural clay 003

8 6 0.44 0.5 3 N-S 001 003 001 Topsoil over possible path
remnant 005 over subsoil 002

9 3 0.4 0.95 3.4 NW-SE 001 003 Topsoil 001 over subsoil 002 over
natural clay 003

10 2.8 0.44 0.52 2.6 N-S 001 003 Topsoil 001 over re-deposited natural 
clay 006 over subsoil 002

11 2.5 0.45 1.12 3.2 E-W 001 003 Topsoil 001 over subsoil 002 over
natural clay 003

12 3 0.5 0.8 2 E-W 001 003 natural clay 003

13 2.5 0.4 0.55 2.8 E-W 001 003 Topsoil 001 over subsoil 002 over 
natural clay 003

14 2.5 0.44 0.27 1.9 E-W 001 003 Topsoil 001 over natural clay 003

15 2.7 0.4 0.35 2.7 E-W 001 003 natural clay 003

16 3 0.4 1.5 3.5 N-S 001 003 natural clay 003

17 3.2 0.6 0.25 3.3 E-W 001 003
Topsoil 001 over type 1 gravel 007 

over concrete 008 over natural clay
003

18 3.1 0.6 1.6 2.9 N-S 001 003 natural clay 003
19 3.1 0.6 N/A 2.5 N-S 001

20 3.3 0.6 1.7 3.2 N-S 001 003 natural clay 003

21 3.3 0.6 0.8 3.4 NE-SW 001 003 Topsoil 001 over subsoil 002 over
natural clay 003

22 3 0.6 1.6 2.9 NW-SE 001 003 over natural clay 003 Services 
encountered

23 3.2 0.6 0.35 3.1 NW-SE 001 003 natural clay 003

11Project 3943: Royal Victoria Hospital, Edinburgh.



Appendix C: List of Contexts

Context 
No. Area

001 Site moderate inclusions of roots and small sub-angular 
stones 60 mm<. Measured 0.2-0.32 m deep

Topsoil

002 Site with moderate small stones and frequent coal and Subsoil. Agricultural or garden soil.
Below topsoil 001 over natural 003

003 Site with moderate inclusions of sub-angular and sub-
rounded stones. Occasionaly becomes more sandy.

Machine excavated to a depth of 3 m

Natural clays and sands

004

Test-pit 1, Test-pit 2, 
Test-pit 12, Test-pit
15, Test-pit 16, Test-
pit 18, Test-pit 19,
Test-pit 20, Test-pit
22 and Test-pit 23

with varying amounts of brick fragments concrete
fragments sandstone fragments and rusty metal 
fragments and wood fragments. Measured up to

2.15 m deep

Re-deposited clay with building
debris. Lanscaping deposit 

the modern hospital buildings.

005 Test-pit 8

Deposit: A moist, loose grey ash with frequent small
angular sandstone fragments overlain by pea gravel

below trench edges to the south, west and east.
Measured 1.8 m long (excavated) by 0.44 m wide 

(excavated) depth undetermined.

Remnant of garden path
associated with Craigleith House 

or part of a hard-standing
associated with later use of the 

grounds of Craigleith House  as a 
nursery

006 Test-pit 11 clay devoid of conspicuous inclusions. Measured 0.3
m deep

Redeposited clay below topsoil
001 and above sub-soil 002. May 

Craigleith House and subsequent 
landscaping

007 Test-pit 17 Deposit: Type 1 gravel. Measured 0.1 m deep
Thin layer of type 1 gravel below
topsoil 001 and above concrete 

008 Test-pit 17

Degraded concrete slab at the east end of test-pit
17. Measured 1.2 m long by 0.6 m wide by 0.06 m

north and south

Appendix D: List of Photographs

File 1

Shot No. Taken from
1 -
2 General view of former stables block E
3 Test-pit 1 NE
4 NW
5 Test-pit 3 SW
6 Test-pit 4 SE
7 Test-pit 5 NE
8 Test-pit 6 SW
9 NW

10 NE
11 Test-pit 7 N
12 General view towards site of former Craigleith House S
13 Test-pit 8 S
14 Possible garden path 005 at the S end of test-pit 8 N
15 Test-pit 9 SW
16 General view towards the site of former Craigleith House SE
17 General view towards the site of former Craigleith House E
18 Test-pit 10 E

12
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Shot No. Taken from
19 Possible garden path 005 at the S end of test-pit 8 N
20 General view of strata forming natural deposits excavated from Test-pit 10 E
21 Test-pit 11 S
22 General view towards the site of former Craigleith House NW
23 Test-pit 12 N
24 W
25 Test-pit 13 W
26 W
27 Test-pit 14 S
28 S
29 N
30 W
31 SE

File 2

Shot No. Taken from
1 -
2 Type 1 gravel 007 in Test-pit 17 E
3 Concrete slab 008 in Test-pit 17 E
4 E
5 N
6 W
7 NE
8 Test-pit 019 SE
9 Test-pit 020 N

10 Tile drain at the SW end of Test-pit 021 SW
11 SW
12 Cast-iron service pipe in Test-pit 022 at the SE end of trench SE
13 S
14 Test-pit 023 E
15 SE

13Project 3943: Royal Victoria Hospital, Edinburgh.
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Appendix F: Method Statement
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