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Abstract

In August 2013 Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an archaeological trial trench 
evaluation on 46 – 48 High Street, Needham Market, Suffolk (NGR TM 089 550) in 
advance of the residential development of the site. 

Background research for the project indicated that evidence for Medieval and Post-
medieval back-yard/industrial activity associated with the buildings of the Medieval Town 
Core would most likely be encountered.

The evaluation revealed five phases of activity, the most recent phase comprised the 
laying of the concrete car park. This surface was removed prior to excavation of the trial 
trenches. 

A second phase of modern activity comprising rubbish pits 1006 and 1008 cut through 
Levelling Layer 1000. This layer 1000 formed the third phase of activity truncating and 
sealing existing modern features and preparing the site for the laying of the concrete.

The fourth phase of modern activity comprised rubbish pits and an early modern wall 
(1004) relating to structures associated with the buildings fronting High Street. The final 
phase relates to earlier agricultural activity and was a homogenous subsoil layer (1001).

Despite the high potential for medieval and post medieval back-yard/industrial activity no 
features predating the early modern period were present.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

On 19th and 20th, August 2013 Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an archaeological 
trial trench evaluation at 46 – 48 High Street, Needham Market, Suffolk (NGR TM 089 
550) in response to a design brief issued by Suffolk County Council, Archaeology 
Service/Conservation Team (SCCAS/CT) (Antrobus. A, dated 01/08/2013). The work was 
commissioned to comply with a condition of planning permission reference 1694/13 in 
advance of the residential development of the site. 

The works comprised the excavation of two trial trenches measuring 8.00 x 1.80m and 
5.00 x 1.80m (Figure 1).  

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION

The site is located within an area of garden and hard-standing behind 46 and 48 High 
Street in Needham Market, in an area dominated by shops and housing estates.  It lies 
within the Medieval core (NDM 026) of the town and therefore had the potential to disturb 
heritage assets during its development.

The site lies at a height of approximately 22m AOD, the bedrock geology is described as 
Newhaven Chalk Formation; a sedimentary deposit formed 71 to 86 million years ago in 
the Cretaceous Period when the local environment was dominated by warm chalk shelf 
seas often consisting of a calcareous ooze comprising microscopic plankton remains (BGS, 
2013).  

The bedrock is overlain by Glaciofluvial deposits of the Mid Pleistocene, consisting of sand 
and gravel formed up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period.  The Local 
environment then was dominated by ice age conditions, rocks being formed by the action 
of glaciers that scoured the landscape depositing moraines of till with outwash sand and 
gravel from seasonal and post glacial meltwaters (BGS, 2013)

2.1 Site Visit 14.08.13

A site visit was undertaken on the 14th August 2013, to assess the ground conditions.  
Access could be gained from the private road off High Street that runs to the centre-east 
of the building plot.  The concrete hard-standing had been removed and spoiled in two 
heaps that were still present within the plot.  TT2 needed to be moved in order to allow 
excavation (DP’s 1 & 2 and Figure 1 below); no other issues were noted during the site 
visit.
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DP1

Site shot, looking north-west towards area of TT1.

DP2

Site shot, looking west towards area of TT2.

3.0 PLANNING POLICIES 

The archaeological investigation was carried out on the recommendation of the local 
planning authority, following guidance laid down by the National Planning and Policy 
Framework (NPPF, DCLD 2012) which replaces Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for 
the Historic Environment (PPS5, DCLG 2010).  The relevant local planning policy is the Mid 
Suffolk District Local Plan; (1998) which is due to be replaced with the Mid Suffolk District 
Local Development Framework in the near future.

3.1 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, DCLG March 2012)
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The NPPF recognises that ‘heritage assets’ are an irreplaceable resource and planning 
authorities should conserve them in a manner appropriate to their significance when 
considering development.  It requires developers to record and advance understanding of 
the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner 
proportionate to their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence (and any 
archive generated) publicly accessible.  The key areas for consideration are:

The significance of the heritage asset and its setting in relation to the proposed 
development;
The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more 
than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their 
significance;
Significance (of the heritage asset) can be harmed or lost through alteration or 
destruction, or development within its setting.  As heritage assets are irreplaceable, 
any harm or loss should require clear and convincing justification;
Local planning authorities should not permit loss of the whole or part of a heritage 
asset without taking all reasonable steps to ensure the new development will 
proceed after the loss has occurred;
Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest that are demonstrably of 
equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject to 
the policies for designated heritage assets.

3.2 Mid Suffolk Local Plan (1998).

The local plan for Mid Suffolk deals with development on archaeological sites in policy 
HB14, this states the following:

Where there is an overriding case for preservation, planning permission for 
development that would affect an archaeological site or setting will be refused.  
Having taking archaeological advice, the district planning authority may decide that 
development can take place subject to either satisfactory measures to preserve the 
archaeological remains in situ or for the site to be excavated and the findings 
recorded. In appropriate cases the district planning authority will expect a legally 
binding agreement to be concluded or will impose a planning agreement to be 
concluded or will impose a planning condition requiring the developer to make 
appropriate and satisfactory provision for the excavation and recording of the 
archaeological remains.

In section 2.2.3 of the Local Plan the Heritage and Listed Building objectives are:-

to maintain or enhance the quality of Mid Suffolk's heritage, particularly through 
safeguarding its Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings
to protect ancient monuments and their settings
to give protection to parks and gardens of historic or landscape importance
to control change in ways that will protect the character of towns and villages and 
their settings
to give protection to archaeological sites and to ensure they are properly 
investigated and recorded if such sites are disturbed by development.
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

The following archaeological background utilises the Suffolk Historic Environment Record 
(500m search centred on the site), English Heritage PastScape (www.pastscape.org.uk), 
and the Archaeological Data Service (www.ads.ahds.ac.uk) (ADS) (Figure 2).  There are 
127 entries within the 500m search area, 22 Monument entries, 12 Events, and 93 Listed 
Buildings (numbers not reproduced in Figure 2 because they are too numerous).  Due to 
the large amount of entries only those nearest the site will be discussed (See Appendix 3
for the full tables).

Prehistoric activity is fairly sparse within the search radius, however 100m to the north of 
site at The Pightle (NDM 008), early and later Mesolithic struck flints were recovered 
during a trial trench evaluation and Neolithic pottery sherds were also located.

Anglo-Saxon activity has been recorded also during excavations at The Pightle (NDM 008) 
100m to the north, where a settlement overlooking the Gipping Valley was revealed. 
Recent excavations at the former Unilever site immediately to the north and east (NDM 
033) recorded a prehistoric barrow and further remains of the Anglo-Saxon settlement as 
well as those of Roman origin.  Roman pottery sherds were also recovered during 
excavations to the rear of 95 High Street (NDM 012).

The site itself is located within the Medieval core of Needham Market (NDM 026).  At 95 
High Street Medieval pottery sherds were recovered during the development of a small 
extension to the rear of the property (NDM 012), pits and postholes were also recorded in 
trial trenches at The Pightle (NDM 008).

Standing Late Medieval and Post-medieval remains are located at numbers 40, 40a, 42, 
and 44 High Street, where a range of structures have been listed that date from the 
1600’s that have been modified over the centuries.  One of the structures parallel to 42 
High Street is believed to have been used in the malting industry up until the 19th century.  
At 56 High Street the building has been Grade II Listed and dates to the 16th Century, it 
was probably built as an extension for 52 and 54 High Street which are also Grade II 
Listed.  Fifty High Street is another Grade II Listed building which formally had a jetty that 
ran along the street frontage, it is believed to be of early 16th Century origin. 

It was most likely that Medieval and post-medieval back-yard and industrial activity 
associated with the buildings of the Medieval Town Core would be present within the two 
trial trenches.  However Anglo-Saxon and earlier remains have also been recorded within 
the vicinity.

5.0 PROJECT AIMS

The broad aims laid out in the SCCAS/CT brief were to undertake a linear trenched 
evaluation of the development area to enable the archaeological resource, both in quality 
and extent, to be accurately quantified. 
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It also stated that the evaluation would aim to identify the date, approximate form and 
purpose of any archaeological deposit, together with its likely extent, localised depth and 
quality of preservation.  To evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible 
presence of masking colluvial/alluvial deposits.  

It would also establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence, and 
provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy, dealing 
with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, timetables 
and orders of cost (Antrobus, A. 2013. Sections 4.1 and 4.2). 

6.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Research objectives for the project were in line with those laid out in Research and 
Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of England, East Anglian 
Archaeology Occasional Paper 24 (Medlycott, 2011).  

7.0 FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY

The SCCAS/CT brief required the excavation of two trial trenches over an area that 
comprised 5% of the total development, in advance of the construction of a single dwelling 
with associated garage and parking (Figure 1).  One trench measuring 1.80 x 8.00m was
located within the proposed building footprint, and a second measuring 1.80 x 5.00m was 
targeted within the garage footprint and associated parking areas but had to be moved 
due to the presence of a concrete rubble spoil heap (Figure 1).
  
A mini digger fitted with a toothless ditching bucket was employed to machine down to the 
first archaeological horizon; thereafter all excavation work was undertaken by hand.   

The archaeology was recorded using pro-forma record sheets, drawn plans, section 
drawings and appropriate photographs were taken.  

8.0         DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (Figs. 3 & 4)

Features and deposits are described below in trench order. Detailed information on all 
features and deposits can be found at Appendix 1.

Two trenches were excavated to a maximum depth of 1.20m below ground level exposing 
the full stratigraphic sequence. Natural drift deposits sloped gently down to the north-
east. The features were of modern origin and comprise rubbish pits and building 
structures.

8.1         Trench 1 (Figs. 3)

Trench 1 was located in the centre of the site and contained three modern pits and a 
modern wall. No other archaeological features were present.
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Two modern pits (1006 & 1008) were located in the north-western half of the trench. Pit 
1006 was large and oval in plan and extended beyond the limit of the excavation. Its Fill 
1007 comprised a compact mid-grey brown sand, silt and clay containing ceramic building 
material debris.  Modern metalwork and blue and white china were present within the fill 
however none of these finds were retained. Pit 1008 was also oval in plan and contained 
a single fill (1009), which was very similar to Fill 1007. Pieces of plastic sheeting along 
with hard-core and building debris were contained within it but were once again not 
retained. Both pits were cut through Levelling Layer 1000 and represent the final phase of 
activity before the concrete was poured on the site forming the car park.

Large Pit 1010 was an irregular oval in plan and extended beyond the limits of the trial 
trench. Its single Fill 1011 comprised friable sand, silt and clay with a large amount of 
modern rubbish that included fragments from a fridge, metal work and parts from a 
bike. Pit 1010 was truncated by Levelling Layer 1000.

Construction Cut 1003 was linear in plan and extended beyond the limits of the trial 
trench. It contained Brick Wall 1004 and Backfill 1005. Brick Wall 1004, was located in 
the north–west end of the trench and comprised a linear course orientated north-east to 
south-west. Its corner was also present within the trench turning perpendicular to the 
north-west. Nine courses of stretched brickwork bonded with lime mortar survived in situ, 
the bricks dimensions were uniform measuring 220 x 110 x 70mm (L x W x D). This 
structure is most likely to be an outbuilding or outhouse associated with backyard activity 
relating to the houses presently fronting High Street. Single Backfill 1005 comprised mid-
orange brown, friable sand, silt and clay interspersed with frequent ceramic building 
material debris. Construction Cut 1003 and Brick Wall 1004 were truncated by levelling 
Layer 1000.

8.2         Trench 2 (Figs. 4)

Trench 2 was located just to the south-west of Trench 1 and contained a single large 
modern pit (1012). No other finds or features other than those of modern date were 
present.

Large Pit 1012 extended beyond the limits of the trench and was oval in plan. It had 
gently sloping sides and an irregular base. Its Fill 1013 comprised mid-orange grey, 
compact sand, silt and clay and contained hard-core rubble and ceramic building 
material. Modern glass and metalwork was also present but none of these finds were 
retained.

9.0 DEPOSIT MODEL (Fig. 3 & 4)

The deposit model was broadly consistent across both trenches and full sample sections 
were recorded in each (Figures 3 & 4).
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Levelling Layer 1000 was at the top of the stratigraphic sequence (to a maximum depth of 
0.45m) and related to a recent phase of modern demolition and levelling associated with 
the clearing of the site before its transformation into a car park. Prior to the concrete 
being laid, two rubbish pits in Trench 1 (1006 & 1008) were cut through this layer and 
then sealed under the concrete that was poured at a later date.

Below Levelling Layer 1000 was Agricultural Subsoil Layer 1001 (present to a maximum 
depth of 0.92m). No finds were present within this layer. 

At the base of the stratigraphic sequence and below Subsoil layer 1001 was Natural Drift 
Geology 1002. It comprised a mixture of mid yellow/orange, silty sand with moderately 
sized rounded and sub-angular flint inclusions.

10.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The evaluation revealed five phases of activity, the most recent phase comprising the 
laying of the concrete car park. The concrete surface was removed prior to excavation of 
the trial trenches. The second phase of activity being modern rubbish pits 1006 and 1008 
which were cut through Levelling Layer 1000. Levelling Layer 1000 formed the third phase 
of activity truncating and sealing existing modern features and preparing the site to be 
concreted.

Phase four represents another period of modern activity comprising Pits 1010 and 1012
which were cut through Subsoil Layer 1001. Finds include parts of a fridge and a bike 
which securely dates this layer to the later part of the 20th century. Brick Wall 1004 forms 
part of a structure related to backyard activity associated with the buildings that front 
High Street. The dimensions and makeup of the bricks suggests that this was built within 
the last 100 years. All of the features within this phase were truncated and sealed by 
Levelling Layer 1000.

The third and final phase is associated with agricultural activity that was undertaken prior 
to the construction of the medieval buildings, comprising homogenous Subsoil Layer 1001
which contained no features or finds. No layers predating Subsoil 1001 were present. The 
potential for medieval and post medieval back-yard/industrial activity was believed to be 
high, however no features or finds predating the early modern period were present. It is 
clear that the site has suffered significant damage due to the modern excavation of 
rubbish pits present in the backyards of the properties to the rear of High Street.

11.0 PROJECT ARCHIVE AND DEPOSITION

A full archive will be prepared for all work undertaken in accordance with guidance from 
the Selection, Retention and Dispersion of Archaeological Collections, Archaeological 
Society for Museum Archaeologists, 1993. Deposition will be with the relevant museum or 
Suffolk County Council Archaeological Store subject to agreement with the legal landowner 
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where finds are concerned and in accordance with Deposition of Archaeological Archives in 
Suffolk, 2010.

The archive will be quantified, ordered, indexed, cross-referenced and checked for internal 
consistency.  The material will be catalogued, labelled and packaged for transfer and 
storage in accordance with the guidelines set out in the United Kingdom Institute for 
Conservation's Conservation Guidelines No.2 and the Archaeological Archives Forum’s 
Archaeological Archives, A guide to best practice, compilation, transfer and curation
(Brown, 2007).
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APPENDIX 1 DEPOSIT TABLES AND FEATURE DESCRIPTIONS

TRENCH 1

Deposit Table

Trench No
1

Orientation
NW-SE

Height AOD
21.21m

Shot No
DP 3

Sample Section No
1

Location
SW Side

Facing
NE Facing

Context No Depth Deposit Description
1000 0.00 – 0.24m Levelling Layer.  Mid grey brown, loose sand, silt and clay & 

modern CBM debris
1001 0.24 – 0.92m Agricultural Subsoil. Light orange grey, friable sandy silt
1002 0.92 m+ Natural Drift Geology. Mid yellow orange, loose silty sand and 

gravel

Context Descriptions

Feature 
Context

Feature Type & Description 
(m)

Layer/Fill 
Context

Layer/Fill Description Spot Date Finds /g (sherds 
or number)

Other

1003 Construction Cut
(2.30+ x 1.35 x 0.23m) Oval
in plan, steep sides, concave 
base

1005 Mid orange brown, friable 
sand, silt and clay & CBM 
debris associated with 
structure construction and 
demolition

Modern 
20th

Century

5 (1) blue and 
white china –
Not retained

Aligned 
NE/SW. Cut 
by Levelling 
Layer 1000 
& Rubbish 
Pit 1003

1004 Brick Structure
(1.80+ x 0.48 x 1.20m+)
linear in plan, 9 + courses of 
irregular stretcher brick work 
bonded with lime mortar

1006 Rubbish Pit
(1.29+  x 1.43+ x 0.99+m) 
Elongated oval in plan, very 
steep sides, flat base

1007 Mid grey brown, compact 
sand, silt and clay with 
CBM debris

Modern 
20th

Century

Unidentified 
metalwork, 
white plastic 
tubing – Not 
retained

Cut through 
modern 
Levelling 
Layer 1000
& Pit 1003

1008 Rubbish Pit
(1.04 +  x 0.50 + x 0.86 m+)
Elongated oval in plan, steep 
sloping sides, irregular base

1009 Dark grey brown, compact 
sand, silt and clay mixed 
with hard-core and rubble

Modern 
20th

Century

Contained 
plastic sheeting, 
building debris 
and metal pipe 
– Not retained

Cuts 1000 & 
1010

1010 Rubbish Pit
(4.17 + x 1.80 + x 1.00 m+)
Large irregular elongated oval 
in plan. Very steep almost 
vertical sides, irregular base

1011 Dark brown grey, loose 
sandy silt

Modern 
20th

Century

Contained parts 
of a fridge, 
metal barrel and 
a bike – Not 
retained

Cut by 1008

TRENCH 2

Deposit Table

Trench No
2

Orientation
NE - SW

Height AOD
21.40m

Shot No
DP 6

Sample Section No
2

Location
NE Side

Facing
SW Facing

Context No Depth Deposit Description
1000 0.00 – 0.31m Levelling Layer.  Mid grey brown, loose sand, silt and clay & 

modern CBM debris
1001 0.31 – 0.81m Agricultural Subsoil. Light orange grey, friable sandy silt
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1002 0.81 m+ Natural Drift Geology. Mid yellow orange, loose silty sand and 
gravel.

Context Descriptions

Feature 
Context

Feature Type & Description 
(m)

Layer/Fill 
Context

Layer/Fill Description Spot Date Finds /g (sherds or 
number)

Other

1012 Rubbish Pit
(4.27 x 0.32+ x 1.01m+)
Elongated oval in plan, gentle
sloping sides, irregular base

1013 Mid orange grey, compact 
sand, silt and clay mixed 
with hard-core and rubble

Modern 
20th

Century

Contained building 
debris– Not 
retained

Cut by 
1000
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