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DISCLAIMER 
 
The material contained within this report was prepared for an individual client 
and solely for the benefit of that client and the contents should not be relied 
upon by any third party. The results and interpretation of the report cannot be 
considered an absolute representation of the archaeological or any other 
remains. Britannia Archaeology Ltd will not be held liable for any error of fact 
resulting in loss or damage, direct, indirect or consequential, through misuse 
of, or actions based on the material contained within by any third party.     
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Abstract 
 
In January 2014 Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an archaeological trial trench 
evaluation on Land South of Bradfield, East View, Freckenham, Suffolk in response to a 
design brief issued by Suffolk County Council Archaeological Services/Conservation Team 
(SCCAS/CT) for a single trial trench to evaluate the plot. 
 
Background research for the project indicated that evidence for Saxon and later activity 
was most likely to be encountered, with a particular potential for remains associated with 
an early Anglo-Saxon settlement site (HER No. FRK044) and an undated burial found in 
and adjacent plot (HER No. FRK060). 
 
Despite the archaeological potential, no archaeological finds or features were present 
within the evaluation trench. This may reflect the limited size of the investigation rather 
than a lack of archaeological remains within the area. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
On the 15th January 2015, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an archaeological 
trial trench evaluation at Land South of Bradfield, East View, Freckenham, Suffolk (NGR 
TL 669 723), in response to a design brief issued by Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Services/Conservation Team (SCCAS/CT) (Monk, R. Dated 30th July 2014) 
requiring the excavation of a single trench measuring 1.80 x 10.00m. The aim of this 
investigation was to evaluate the land in advance of the construction of a single dwelling 
and associated garage (Figures 1 and 4). 
 
 
2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
The site is located to the north east of the village of Freckenham off East View and just 
North of Freckenham Road. The land is currently vacant and undeveloped and contains 
several sheds. The bedrock geology is described as Zig Zag Chalk Formation – Chalk, a 
sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 94 to 100 million years ago in the 
Cretaceous Period when the local environment previously dominated by warm chalk 
seas. (BGS, 2014). 
 
No superficial deposits have been recorded at the site however just to the south of East 
view the BGS records the superficial deposits as River Terrace Deposits, 3 - Sand and 
Gravel. Superficial deposits that formed up to 3 million years ago in the quaternary 
period when the local environment was dominated by rivers. (BGS, 2014). 
 
 
3.0 PLANNING POLICIES  
 
This archaeological investigation was carried out on the recommendation of the local 
planning authority, in consultation with Suffolk County Council Archaeological 
Services/Conservation Team (SCCAS/CT), following guidance laid down by the National 
Planning and Policy Framework (NPPF, DCLD 2012) which replaces Planning Policy 
Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment (PPS5, DCLG 2010). The relevant 
local planning policy is Forest Heath Local Plan, (Policy 8.20, 1995). 
 
 
4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND (Figures 2 and 3) 
 
The following archaeological background utilises the Suffolk Historic Environment Record 
(HER) (1km search centred on the site), English Heritage PastScape 
(www.pastscape.org.uk), and the Archaeological Data Service (www.ads.ahds.ac.uk) 
(ADS) (Figure 2).  There are 111 monument entries and four events within and just 
outside the 1km search radius.  Ten listed building entries were also returned within the 
1km search area as well as one scheduled ancient monument. A further 33 confidential 
PAS records were also returned by the search. 
 

http://www.pastscape.org.uk/
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The site lies just north east of the centre of Freckenham, which is an historic village in 
west Suffolk. The origins of the modern settlement are Anglo-Saxon, when the village 
was part of a prosperous estate given to the Bishop of Rochester by Alfred the Great and 
the name is probably derived from Old English for “home of a man named Freca” or to 
derive from frecena, a word meaning “the home of the strong men or warriors”, (Mills, 
2003).  The size of the Saxon estate is further attested in its Domesday Book entry, 
which records a large settlement of 34 households under the lordship of the Bishop of 
Rochester in 1086 with a sizable tax assessment of 10.2 geld units. 
 
The SHER search returned 18 entries dating to the prehistoric period. One these entries 
(FRK 042) dates to the Mesolithic and relates to a large Mesolithic patinated assemblage 
of worked flints that were discovered approximately 800m south west of the site. Three 
entries (FRK 005, FRK 042 and FRK 068) were returned dating from the Neolithic the 
closest of which to the site is FRK 068, approximately 450m west of the site. This record 
refers to a flaked and patinated flint axe head found along with a flint blade. The SHER 
search returned three records (FRK 041, FRK 063 and FRK 079) dating to the Bronze 
Age. One of the Records (FRK 063) relates to a small socketed axe or chisel that was 
found during a metal detecting survey 700m north east of the site. Another record (FRK 
079) located 500m north east of the site relates to another metal detector survey, this 
time in 2003 that discovered fragments of a curved metal blade possibly a sickle. The 
SHER also returned eight records dating to the Iron Age. The two most significant of 
these are FRK 002 located 500m south west of site and FRK 032 located 400 north of the 
site. FRK 002 refers to a coin hoard of 90 gold Iceni staters in a handmade shouldered 
pot with a scorched exterior, while FRK 032 refers to a number of metal detector finds.  
 
The Roman period is slightly better represented than the Prehistoric. 22 Roman entries 
were returned from the SHER search. One of the records (FRK 044), only located 90m 
north the site relates to a metal detector find from a field. A bronze Roman coin with 
twin perforations was discovered during the survey. Another record (FRK 062) also 
relates to the discovery of Roman coins during a detector survey. 13 coins of 2nd, 3rd and 
4th century date were discovered along with three brooches of Roman date close to the 
site located just 200m north east. FRK 003 is one of the most significant records 
returned by the SHER search. 595 Bronze coins were discovered in a narrow necked 
Roman jar dated to AD 306 – 361. The jar was of a white fabric with red colour coat and 
three groups of vertical wavy lines painted in white. Another record (FRK 071) refers to 
10 body sherds of possible Horningsea ware along with four base sherds approximately 
750m to the south west. 
 
The Saxon period returned a total of 9 records from the SHER search. Some of these 
records include confidential information; suffice to say that there are examples of 
significant Saxon activity within the search area. One non confidential record, (FRK 041) 
located approximately 800m south west of the site, relates to 83 early Saxon pottery 
sherds that were discovered during a field walking exercise. 
 
The medieval period is well represented from the records returned.  A total of 30 
monument records and 1 list building record were returned by the SHER search. One 
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record (FRK 007) refers to the remains of Freckenham Castle which is located 
approximately 450m south west of the site. Freckenham Castle is also a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument. The castle consists of a motte and bailey with a mound that has 
survived though it is much denuded. The remains sand about fifteen feet high. The 
bailey which is located on the North West side of the motte is rectangular in shape. St 
Andrews Church (275763) lies 620m south west of the site and is a Grade II* listed 
building. The church has flint rubble walls with limestone dressings and parapets. The 
roof is mostly plain tiled while the roofs of the aisle and the tower are made of lead. In 
the chancel there are several features of late 13th century architecture; a Y – traceried 
vestry window, another with plate tracery and an adjacent double piscine with a trefoiled 
head. The north aisle was added later in the 14th century with many additional 
alterations been made in the 19th century by G.E. Street. Approximately 400m north of 
the site, one record (FRK 032) returned from the SHER search refers to three silver 
coins, one jetton and a bronze seal matrix that were found as part of a metal detector 
survey. An evaluation at the site of the proposed new village hall (FRK 051), 600m west 
of the site, revealed the remains of a large re-cut ditch which contained medieval 
pottery. Elsewhere on the site further settlement activity was encountered including the 
remains of a burnt layer which also contained medieval pottery. Most of the records 
relate to metal detector finds similar to those from other periods. 
 
The post-medieval period returned 16 monument records from the SHER and eight listed 
buildings. 530m south west of the site is the former manor house, (275765). The house 
is a Grade II* listed building built in the late 17th century. It is built of a pink/buff brick 
with a double moulded string at the 1st floor and parapet gables. Plain tiled roofs with 
external end chimneys of pink brick, which were later re capped in the 19th century with 
gault brick. In the early 20th century six panelled entrance doors with flat canopies on 
brackets. In the rear of the building is a contemporary timber-framed and plastered wing 
which contains a fine 17th century staircase made of pine. A ground floor room has 
complete 17th century decoration with full moulded panelling and cornice, a fireplace and 
two panelled doors. Another listed building (275767), The Golden Boar P.H. was built in 
the 17th century with an unconfirmed 16th century core, is located south west of the site. 
It is Grade II listed. It has two storeys and is timber framed, encased at the front in 19th 
Century gault brick. The left hand gable is of 17th century pink/buff brick with a massive 
external end chimney. There is another similar chimney at the rear wing. Nearby there is 
also another Grade II listed building with possible 17th century origins referred to as The 
Dell. This timber framed building has a plain tiled roof with end and rear chimneys of red 
and gault brick. The majority of the find spots associated with the post-medieval period 
relate to metal detector finds associated with agricultural practice rather than specific 
depositions. 
 
The SHER returned nine records that are undated. Again the majority of these relate to 
objects discovered through metal detecting that cannot be identified. 
 
Given the above records the site had a specific potential for Saxon and medieval 
features and finds.  
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5.0 PROJECT AIMS 
 
The SCCAS/CT brief states that an evaluation is required to enable archaeological 
resource, both in quality and extent, to be accurately quantified (Monk, R)  Brief, Section 
4.1).  
 
Section 4.2 of the brief states that the archaeological evaluation is required to:  
 
•  Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit, 

together with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of preservation. 
 
•  Establish the potential for the survival and significance of geoarchaeological and 

palaeoenvironmental evidence (with reference to adjacent and regional 
sequences, and to national frameworks).  

 
 
6.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
 
Research objectives for the project are in line with those laid out in Research and 
Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of England, East Anglian 
Archaeology Occasional Paper 24 (Medlycott, 2011).   
 
The brief also states that the project will need to consider the following objectives:  
 
•  The characterisation of the sequence, and patterns of the accumulation of palaeo-

environmental/geoarchaeological deposits across the development area, including 
the depth and lateral extent of major stratigraphic units, and the character of any 
potential land surfaces/buried soils within or pre-dating these sediments. 
 

•  Identify significant variations in the deposition sequences indicative of localised 
features, particularly in relation topographic variation and the presence of 
features such as palaeo-channels. 

 
•  Identify the location and extent of any waterlogged organic deposits and where 

appropriate and practical, to retrieve suitable samples in order to assess the 
potential for the preservation of environmental remains and 
material for scientific dating. 
 

•  Clarify the relationship between sediment sequences and other deposit types, 
including periods of ‘soil’, peat growth, and archaeological remains. 
 

•  To provide for the absolute dating of critical contacts. 
 
•  To focus academically upon the high potential for this site to produce 

palaeoenvironmental evidence, with the potential to inform on our understanding 
of past environments, palaeo-climates, sea-level changes and human interaction. 
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•  To make the results of the investigation available through suitable reportage. 
 
7.0 FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY 
 
The SCCAS/CT brief required the excavation of one trial trench measuring 10.0m x 
1.80m in advance of the construction of the proposed dwelling and garage.  
 
A 360° mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket was used to 
excavate down to the first archaeological horizon, thereafter all excavation work was 
undertaken by hand (Figures 4 and 5).    
 
The archaeology was recorded using pro-forma record sheets, a drawn plan and section 
drawings, appropriate photographs were also taken.  
 
 
8.0 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS  
 
The trench was re-located due to site constraints (service trenches), near to the property 
boundary of Rose Edge and ran in a south west to north east orientation. It was 
positioned to target the potential presence of medieval remains associated with the 
nearby Anglo-Saxon settlement site (FRK044) and the adjacent undated human 
inhumation (FRK060). The single trench (Trench 1) was excavated to a maximum depth 
of 0.80m below the ground level exposing the stratigraphic sequence through to the 
natural sub-soil deposit 1003.  
 
Overlaying natural sub-soil deposit 1003 was chalk brash deposit 1002. Above deposit 
1002 was thick colluvial deposit 1001. 1001 was in turn overlain by top-soil deposit 
1000. 
 
No archaeological features were observed during the course of the excavation of Trench 
1. 
 
9.0 DEPOSIT MODEL (Figure 5) 
 
The deposit model was consistent across Trench 1; a 1.00m sample section of the south 
east face of Trench 1 at its south western end was recorded (Figure 5 and Appendix 1). 
 
At the top of the sequence was top-soil layer 1000, comprising dark black brown loose 
silty sandy clay with no finds to a maximum thickness of 0.22m in Section 1. 
 
Beneath 1000 was colluvial layer 1001, comprising mid orange brown compact silty 
sandy clay containing occasional sub-angular flint pebbles to a maximum thickness of 
0.48m in Section 1. 
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Below layer 1001 was chalk brash layer 1002, comprising mid orange brown compact 
silty clay with frequent angular chalk fragments to a maximum thickness of up to 0.10m 
in Section 1. 
 
At the base of the stratigraphic sequence, beneath chalk brash layer 1002 was natural 
chalk layer 1003, comprising a light grey white compact chalk. 
 
10.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 
 
Despite the potential for Anglo-Saxon and medieval remains, in particular those relating 
to the nearby Saxon settlement and the adjacent undated inhumation, only colluvial and 
chalk brash deposits were encountered.  
 
The most recent phase of activity on site was modern top-soil layer 1000. This was 
formed probably as a garden or agricultural soil over colluvial layer 1001. 
 
Colluvial layer 1001 was a relatively substantial layer in comparison to the depth of the 
other deposits. 1001 was probably formed by both rainwash and continuous downslope 
creep from the higher topographic located to the sites south. The absence of an interface 
deposit between 1001 and top-soil 1000 suggests that the ground has been subject to 
post-medieval/modern landscaping or agricultural practices. 
 
Chalk brash layer 1002, overlain by colluvial layer 1001, was probably formed by glacial 
and environmental actions on chalk natural 1003 beneath. 
 
The lack of archaeological features, despite the potential for these within the site 
bounds, may be due to the limited area of investigation rather than a true reflection of 
the archaeological remains in the area. However, this may be also representative of a 
small archaeologically sterile ‘island’ amongst a wider archaeologically rich landscape. 
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APPENDIX 1 – SAMPLE SECTION TABLE 
 
Sample Section 1 
 
Trench No 

1 
Orientation 

NE-SW 
Height aOD 

9.98m 
Shot No 

DP 2 
Sample Section No 

1 
Location 

SW End 
Facing 

NW Facing 
Context No Depth Deposit Description 

1000 0.00 – 0.22m Top Soil Layer. Dark black brown loose silty sandy clay. 
1001 0.22 – 0.70m Colluvial Layer. Mid orange brown compact silty sandy clay 

containing occasional sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.70 – 0.80m Chalk Brash Layer. Mid orange brown compact silty clay with 

frequent angular chalk fragments. 
1003 0.80m+ Natural Chalk Layer. Light grey white compact chalk. 
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APPENDIX 2 – WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION 
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