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DISCLAIMER 
 
The material contained within this report was prepared for an individual client 
and solely for the benefit of that client and the contents should not be relied 
upon by any third party.  The results and interpretation of the report cannot be 
considered an absolute representation of the archaeological or any other 
remains.  Britannia Archaeology Ltd will not be held liable for any error of fact 
resulting in loss or damage, direct, indirect or consequential, through misuse of, 
or actions based on the material contained within by any third party.     
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Abstract 
 
On the 26th and 27th January 2015, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook a 
programme of archaeological monitoring and recording at Sunnyside House, Walsham-le-
Willows, Suffolk (NGR TM 02054 71375), during ground reduction work in the kitchen. 
 
Despite the high potential for archaeological features dating from the medieval and post-
medieval periods, only four layers relating to the properties construction and the former 
agricultural topsoil were present. 
 
The earliest phase encountered was a buried topsoil on which the house was constructed; 
a jug handle dates this layer to between the 13th to 15th centuries.  This buried topsoil was 
fairly saturated underfoot which may provide a reason for the overlying clay capping layer 
derived from redeposited clay, potentially excavated from the pond.  Glass bottle sherds 
and a floor tile date this capping layer to the eighteenth century, with a floor tile providing 
evidence for a former eighteenth century kitchen surface. 
 
In the north-western corner of the kitchen was a sand levelling layer, however no dating 
evidence or associated floor surface was present.  This layer had been cut through the clay 
capping and into the buried topsoil and is therefore believed to have been a more recent 
edition.  A modern demolition layer overlay the sand levelling layer. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
On the 26th and 27th January 2014, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook a 
programme of archaeological monitoring and recording during ground reduction work in 
the kitchen of Sunnyside House, Walsham-le-Willows, Suffolk (NGR TM 02054 71375). 
 
The monitoring was conducted in accordance with a design brief issued by Suffolk County 
Council Archaeology Service Conservation Team (SCCAS/CT) (Antrobus, A, dated 2nd 
December 2015) requiring continuous monitoring and recording of all intrusive ground 
works (including any up cast soil) associated with lowering the floor level inside the 
building. 
 
 
2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION (Figure 1) 
 
Walsham-le-Willows is located in the centre-north of Suffolk, approximately 10km north-
east of Bury St Edmunds., the site is located c.1km east of Walsham-le-Willows at around 
50m aOD, in an area described as Cranmer Green on the Finningham Road. 
 
Sunnyside House is Grade II listed building (ref 1032177), to its west lies a substantial 
pond that may be associated with its construction or potentially an earlier moated site. 
 
The bedrock geology is described as Crag Group sand which is a sedimentary bedrock 
formed during the Quaternary and Neogene periods when the local environment was 
dominated by shallow seas (BGS, 2015). 
 
Superficial deposits are described as Head clay, silt, sand and gravels formed during the 
Quaternary Period in a subaerial slope environment (BGS, 2015). 
 
 
3.0 PLANNING POLICIES  
 
The archaeological investigation is to be carried out on the recommendation of the local 
planning authority, following guidance laid down by the National Planning and Policy 
Framework (NPPF, DCLD 2012) which replaces Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for 
the Historic Environment (PPS5, DCLG 2010). The relevant local planning policy is the Mid 
Suffolk District Local Plan; (1998) which is due to be replaced with the Mid Suffolk District 
Local Development Framework in the near future. 
 
3.1 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, DCLG March 2012) 
 
The NPPF recognises that ‘heritage assets’ are an irreplaceable resource and planning 
authorities should conserve them in a manner appropriate to their significance when 
considering development.  It requires developers to record and advance understanding of 
the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner 
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proportionate to their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence (and any 
archive generated) publicly accessible.  The key areas for consideration are: 

• The significance of the heritage asset and its setting in relation to the proposed 
development; 
 

• The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more 
than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their 
significance; 
 

• Significance (of the heritage asset) can be harmed or lost through alteration or 
destruction, or development within its setting.  As heritage assets are irreplaceable, 
any harm or loss should require clear and convincing justification; 
 

• Local planning authorities should not permit loss of the whole or part of a heritage 
asset without taking all reasonable steps to ensure the new development will 
proceed after the loss has occurred; 
 

• Non-designated heritage assets of archaeological interest that are demonstrably of 
equivalent significance to scheduled monuments, should be considered subject to 
the policies for designated heritage assets. 

 
3.2 Mid Suffolk Local Plan (1998) 
 
The local plan for Mid Suffolk deals with development on archaeological sites in policy 
HB14, this states the following: 
 

• Where there is an overriding case for preservation, planning permission for 
development that would affect an archaeological site or setting will be refused.  
 

• Having taking archaeological advice, the district planning authority may decide that 
development can take place subject to either satisfactory measures to preserve the 
archaeological remains in situ or for the site to be excavated and the findings 
recorded.  In appropriate cases the district planning authority will expect a legally 
binding agreement to be concluded or will impose a planning agreement to be 
concluded or will impose a planning condition requiring the developer to make 
appropriate and satisfactory provision for the excavation and recording of the 
archaeological remains. 

In section 2.2.3 of the Local Plan the Heritage and Listed Building objectives are:- 

• to maintain or enhance the quality of Mid Suffolk's heritage, particularly through 
safeguarding its Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings; 
 

• to protect ancient monuments and their settings; 
 

• to give protection to parks and gardens of historic or landscape importance; 
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• to control change in ways that will protect the character of towns and villages and 
their settings; 
 

• to give protection to archaeological sites and to ensure they are properly 
investigated and recorded if such sites are disturbed by development. 

 
4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND (Figs. 2-4) 
 
4.1 Archaeological/Historical Sources 
 
The following archaeological background utilises the Suffolk Historic Environment Record 
(SHER) and Record Office (1km search centred on the site), English Heritage PastScape 
(www.pastscape.org.uk) and the Archaeological Data Service (www.ads.ahds.ac.uk) 
(ADS).  
 
Suffolk Historic Environment Record holds 64 entries within 1km of the site comprising 55 
monuments, six listed buildings and three events (Figures 2-3).  
 
The most significant records (281781 and WLW106) relate to the site itself, specifically 
Sunnyside House which is Grade II listed (281781) and described as a 16th, 17th and mid -
19th century, two storey timber-framed and rendered farm house.  Originally the 16th 
century house had a complex form, with a range aligned north-south with extensions off 
to the east and west.  A pond lies to the west of the house that may have been used for 
mineral extraction associated with the construction of the existing building.  It is also 
possible that this pond forms part of an earlier moat and could therefore be evidence of 
earlier medieval activity.  Suffolk HER record WLW106 includes a recent Historic Building 
survey (Joubert, N. 2014) undertaken to support the planning application. 
 
The remaining SHER records give an account of the development of the surrounding area 
from the Iron Age, with particular concentrations of medieval and post-medieval activity 
near to the site. 
 
Prehistoric and Roman 
 
Prehistoric and Roman activity lies on the periphery of the search area.  A single fragment 
from an Iron Age circular bronze brooch (WLW 084) was found during metal detecting, 
670m to the south-east.  Two large artefact scatters (WLW 012 and WLW 069) containing 
Roman material were located to the north-east and a small number of Roman pottery 
sherds were noted at two sites (WLW 015 and WLW 046) to the south and south-west. 
 
Medieval 
 
Medieval records are most prevalent within the search area.  Walsham-le-Willows is likely 
to have an Anglo-Saxon origin, however there is only a single Anglo-Saxon record (WLW 
085) present within the area.  The name has a clear Norman/French etymology and a 
rapid increase in 10th century activity suggests that the area underwent significant change. 

http://www.pastscape.org.uk/
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Medieval pottery was recovered from Green Farm (WLW 080) 50m to the south-west, 11th 
to 14th century pottery fragments were also recovered 30m to the south (WLW 039). 
 
A former medieval track is recorded to the south-west where 12 records (WLW 022-033 
and WLW 071) along its length give details of artefact scatters, including the location of a 
former tenement noted in documents dating to 1577 (WLW 022).  The track led from the 
village to Green Farm (immediately south of the site) and appears to have fallen into 
disuse by the post-medieval period.  Its course was delineated by field boundaries on the 
First Edition Ordnance Survey Map of 1886, however these boundaries were removed to 
enlarge the fields for modern industrial agriculture regimes. 
 
High Hall manor (WLW 005) is located 530m to the north-east and is one of three 
medieval manors that cover Walsham-Le-Willows and the surrounding area.  It is likely 
that the site fell under this demesne, because the other two are located some distance to 
the west. 
 
Post-medieval and Modern 
 
Ten records (WLW 016, WLW 008-009, WLW 037, WLW 031-032, WLW 036, WLW 101, 
WLW 105-106) suggest that post-medieval activity was particularly focussed within the 
immediate vicinity and include Sunnyside House.  Pottery scatters identified during field 
walking, tenements (WLW 016), farm buildings (WLW 101) and a former granary and cart 
lodge (WLW 105) are all probably related to the farm that was present on site, and two 
others nearby at Green Farm. 
 
The predominant potential for archaeology is likely to relate to medieval and post-
medieval activity; features associated with the existing, or potential earlier structure may 
be encountered during the reduction of the floor level in the kitchen. 
 
 
5.0 PROJECT AIMS 
 
The SCCAS/CT brief states that the aim of the investigation is to closely monitor the 
development and ensure no damage occurs to any heritage assets (Brief, 4.2).  It should 
also provide a record of archaeological deposits which are damaged or removed by any 
development, including services and landscaping (Brief, 4.3). 
 
 
6.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
 
The research objectives for the project are in line with those laid out in Research and 
Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of England, East Anglian 
Archaeology Occasional Paper 24 (Medlycott, 2011).   
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Project objectives will cover the following: 
 

• To recover as much information as possible on the extent, date, phasing, 
character, function, status and significance of the site.  Also that the state of 
preservation of archaeological features and deposits should be determined.  

 
7.0 FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY 
  
A 1 tonne mini digger fitted with a toothless ditching bucket was used to excavate the 
deposits present within the kitchen area; the layers were checked for features and the up-
cast spoil for finds throughout the excavation work by a suitably qualified archaeologist. 
 
Layers were recorded using pro-forma record sheets, drawn plans, section drawings and 
appropriate photographs were also taken. 
 
 
8.0 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (Figures 4 and 5) 
 
Continual monitoring was undertaken over two days (26th and 27th January 2015) during 
the reduction of the kitchen floor level, totalling an area of 42.3m².  No archaeological 
features were present during this work. 
 
 
9.0 DEPOSIT MODEL (Figures 4 & 5, Appendix) 
 
Two distinct deposit models were present within the kitchen area.  The larger of the two 
was present in the east and south of the kitchen (Figures 4 and 5, Sample Section 1, 
DP1).  At the top of the stratigraphic sequence here is Redeposited Superficial Geology 
Layer 1000, comprising light grey white and yellow compact clay with occasional sub-
angular and rounded chalk stones.  This was observed at a consistent thickness of 
c.0.28m across the majority of the kitchen; eighteenth century tile (400g) and glass 
(Tester, C. pers. comm.) were present (65g).  Below Layer 1000 was Buried Topsoil Layer 
1001, consisting of a dark yellow brown, silty clay with occasional angular and rounded 
flint stones.  This was the basal layer across the whole kitchen and will partially remain in 
situ, a single jug handle  (125g) dating from the thirteenth to fifteenth century (Tester, C. 
pers. comm.) was found within it.  
 
A second smaller area was present only in the north-western corner of the kitchen 
(Figures 4 and 5, Sample Section 2, DP2) where a separate floor had been laid sometime 
in the past.  At the top of the stratigraphic sequence here was Demolition Rubble Layer 
1002, a mixed rubble hardcore levelling layer.  Layer 1002 was formally present across 
the whole kitchen area and above this was a concrete floor.  Both were removed prior to 
the commencement of the archaeological monitoring with only Layer 1002 present in the 
north-western kitchen area to a thickness of 0.23m.  Below 1002 was Sand Levelling 
Layer 1003, comprising light yellow friable sand, 0.04m in thickness; however no evidence 
of a floor surface relating to this layer was present.  At the base of the stratigraphic 
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sequence was Buried Topsoil Layer 1001, it was excavated to a depth of 0.05m where 
excavations halted and will therefore partially remain in situ. 
 
 
10 DISCUSSION 
 
Despite the high potential for archaeological features dating from the medieval and post-
medieval periods, only four layers relating to the properties construction and the former 
agricultural topsoil were present. 
 
The earliest phase encountered was Buried Topsoil 1001, on which the house was 
constructed.  A jug handle dates this layer from the 13th to 15th centuries.  This layer was 
fairly saturated underfoot which may provide a reason for the overlying clay capping 
(1000).  Layer 1000 comprised redeposited clay with chalk and flint stones and may 
derive from material excavated in the pond area.  Glass bottle sherds and a floor tile date 
this layer to the eighteenth century, therefore this layer appears to have been a later 
import.  The floor tile is evidence for a former kitchen floor surface present in the 
eighteenth century. 
 
Above Buried Topsoil 1001 in the north-western corner of the kitchen was sand Levelling 
Layer 1003, no dating evidence or an associated floor surface were present within or 
above.  Layer 1003 is cut through layers 1000 and 1001, therefore it is believed to have 
been constructed after the eighteenth century.  Demolition Rubble Layer 1002 was present 
above all layers in the kitchen and is believed to be associated with a removed modern 
concrete floor. 
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APPENDIX 1  DEPOSIT & CONCORDANCE TABLES 
 
 
Sample Section 1; Deposit Table  
 
Sample Section No: 

1 
Facing: 
North 
 

Shot No: 
DP1 

Height aOD: 
0.00 = 49.55m 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.24m Redeposited Natural.  Light grey white yellow, compact clay with 

chalk and flint stone inclusions. 
1001 0.24 – 0.38m + Buried Topsoil.  Dark yellow brown, compact silty clay with 

occasional angular and rounded flint stones. 
 
 
Sample Section 2; Deposit Table  
 
Sample Section No: 

2 
Facing: 
West 
 

Shot No: 
DP 2 

Height aOD: 
0.00 = 49.45m 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1002 0.00 – 0.23m Demolition Levelling Layer.  Mixed loose rubble hardcore.  
1003 0.22 – 0.28m  Levelling Layer.  Light yellow, friable sand. 
1001 0.28 –  0.34m + Buried Topsoil.  Dark yellow brown, compact silty clay with 

occasional angular and rounded flint stones. 

 
 
 
CONCORDANCE OF FINDS 
 
 

FEATURE  FEATURE LAYER/FILL LAYER/FILL SPOT OTHER 

CONTEXT TYPE CONTEXT DESCRIPTION DATE /g(number) 

 
Layer 1000 Redeposited Natural  18th Century 

Glass Bottle Frag 
65g (4), Floor Tile 
400g (1) 

 Layer 1001 Buried Sub-Soil 13-15th Century 
Jug handle and rim 
fragment 125g (1) 
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APPENDIX 2  OASIS SHEET
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APPENDIX 3  WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION
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