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DISCLAIMER 
 
The material contained within this report was prepared for an individual client 
and solely for the benefit of that client and the contents should not be relied 
upon by any third party. The results and interpretation of the report cannot be 
considered an absolute representation of the archaeological or any other 
remains. Britannia Archaeology Ltd will not be held liable for any error of fact 
resulting in loss or damage, direct, indirect or consequential, through misuse 
of, or actions based on the material contained within by any third party.     
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Abstract 
 
On the 25th to 28th May 2015, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an 
archaeological investigation by means of a trial trench evaluation on land north of 
Mildenhall Road, West Row, Mildenhall, Suffolk, (TL 676 762) (Fig. 1), in advance of the 
construction of housing and associated works. 
 
The archaeological background search suggested that the site had a specific potential for 
Roman and medieval features and finds relating to the medieval core of the village and 
Roman settlement activity to the north.  
 
The evaluation revealed two undated features in the north-east corner, but otherwise 
showed a distinct lack of activity on the majority of the site. 
 
Pit 1006 had the characteristics of a late Iron Age storage pit, later used for waste 
disposal, as seen on similar sites in the area such as Bridge House Dairies, Mildenhall 
(Adams et al, 2012), however the lack of dating evidence from this feature is somewhat 
unusual if it does fall into this category. 
 
Ditch 1003 was most likely a boundary ditch. Its alignment and close proximity with the 
existing boundary would suggest a more recent date, probably post-medieval, however 
the lack of dating evidence precludes any firm conclusions. 
 
The site spans a former chalk ridge or headland on the edge of the Fens which are 
known to be popular locations for prehistoric settlement; however in this case, the 
results of the evaluation indicate that any significant archaeological activity probably lies 
to the north-east of the site which is located on the periphery. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
On the 25th to 28th May 2015, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an 
archaeological investigation by means of a trial trench evaluation on land north of 
Mildenhall Road, West Row, Mildenhall, Suffolk, (TL 676 762) (Fig. 1), in advance of the 
construction of housing and associated works. The work was commissioned by Mr Ian 
Baker of Laurence Homes (Eastern) Limited, in response to a planning condition of 
planning application DC/14/0632/OUT. 
 
A design brief issued by Suffolk County Council Archaeological Services/Conservation 
Team (SCCAS/CT) (Brudenell, M. Dated 8th January 2015) required a total of ten trial 
trenches measuring 20.00m x 1.80m (Fig. 3) to assess the nature and potential of the 
site.  
 
 
2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
The site is located in the village of West Row, Suffolk, which is located approximately 
4.8km west of the town of Mildenhall. The site lies north of Mildenhall Road on a single 
0.72ha parcel of land which is currently under use as pasture (Figure 1).  The bedrock 
geology is described as Zig Zag Chalk Formation - Chalk. This sedimentary bedrock 
formed approximately 94 to 100 million years ago in the Cretaceous Period when the 
local environment was previously dominated by warm chalk seas. (BGS, 2015). 
 
At the time of writing, no superficial deposits are recorded by the BGS at the location of 
the site however 100m north of the site location the superficial geology is recorded as 
River Terrace Deposits, 1 To 2 - Sand And Gravel. These superficial deposits formed up 
to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period when the local environment was 
previously dominated by rivers, (BGS, 2015).  
 
 
3.0 PLANNING POLICIES  
 
The archaeological investigation was carried out on the recommendation of the local 
planning authority, following guidance laid down by the National Planning and Policy 
Framework (NPPF, DCLD 2012).  The relevant local development framework is the Forest 
Heath Local Plan, (Policy 8.20, 1995). 
 
 
4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND (Figs. 2-3) 
 
The following archaeological background utilises the Suffolk Historic Environment Record 
(HER) (1km search centred on the site), English Heritage PastScape 
(www.pastscape.org.uk), and the Archaeological Data Service (www.ads.ahds.ac.uk) 
(ADS) (Fig. 2, 3 & 4).  There are 52 monument entries, 20 events and 1 scheduled 

http://www.pastscape.org.uk/
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ancient monument within and just outside the 1km search radius.  7 listed building 
entries were also returned within the 1km search area. 
 
The site is located in the village of West Row, Suffolk, which is located approximately 
4.8km west of the historic town of Mildenhall. 
 
The SHER search returned ten entries dating to the prehistoric period. One of these 
entries, (MSF 9157) located approximately 350m north-west of the site relates to the 
discovery of a slightly rolled ovate Acheulean hand-axe with a toad belly patina. The find 
was dated to the Palaeolithic. Three records (MSF 9154, MSF 11715 and MSF 13004) all 
date to the Neolothic. The closest of these records to the site is MSF 11715, 210m to the 
south and relates to the discovery of a fine flint knife and a thin white flint axe head. 
Three records (MSF 10780, MSF 12422 and MSF 14334) all date to the Bronze Age and 
are all located north of the site the most significant of which (MSF 107810), located 
approximately 700m north-east, refers to several impressive metal detector finds. The 
full details on this entry are restricted. Iron Age activity is also concentrated in the north 
with all Iron Age entries returned by the SHER being on the periphery of the search area. 
MSF 19883 denotes the location of an evaluation and subsequent excavation that 
revealed the remains of Iron Age settlement activity as well as late Roman activity. 
 
The Romano-British period marked a significant change in development for the wider 
area with Camulodunum (Colchester) becoming the Roman Capital of Britannia. Barking 
is located approximately 119km north of Camulodunum. 16 monuments, six events and 
the scheduled ancient monument entry all date to the Roman period making it the best 
represented period returned by the SHER search. The closest and most significant 
records (MSF 8853, ESF 22861 and SF 37) to the site returned by the SHER search all 
realte to the site of a Roman villa excavated in 1932. The larger area around the villa is 
scheduled with surface finds encountered through farming. The excavations revealed a 
small two-roomed Roman building with a hypocaust, external shed and a number of 4th 
century pottery fragments. The location of the villa is approximately 210m north of the 
site. Four records returned, (MSF 9112, MSF 24765, MSF 24283 and MSF 24905) located 
between 400 and 250m south-west of the site denote the locations of Roman 
archaeology encountered during various works near West Row Primary School. The 
monuments encountered include large finds scatters of Roman flue tile, Nene Valley 
colourcoat and shell filled ware as well as a number of Roman ditches, pits and post 
holes. It is likely that these are outlying field systems and agricultural features possibly 
associated with the villa to the north-east. 
 
Only one record relating to the Saxon period was returned from the SHER search. The 
record (MSF 9489) refers to a single small square headed brooch roughly 4 inches long 
that was discovered approximately 740m north of the site.  
 
The medieval period is represented by five records returned by the SHER search. A total 
of 15 monument records were returned from the SHER search. The most significant 
record returned by the search (MSF 25673) relates to the indicative area of the medieval 
historic settlement core of West Row itself. The site is located in the northern area of this 



 

Land North of Mildenhall Road, West Row, Mildenhall, Suffolk 
   Archaeological Evaluation 

Project Number 1106 

 

8 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2015 all rights reserved     Report Number 1100 

and other medieval finds encountered nearby (MSF 27238 and MSF24282) show that 
there is an abundance of medieval activity in this area.  
 
The post-medieval period returned 9 monument records from the SHER and 7 listed 
buildings. Two listed buildings (275840 and 275841) lie in close proximity to the site. 
Number 21 Beeches Road, (247841) located 30m south-west of the site is a late 16th 
century or early 17th century house with 19th and 20th century alterations. The building is 
1½ storeys and is timber framed. The front wall is now cased in 19th century painted 
brick. Elm Tree Farmhouse (275840) located 50m north of the site is a late 17th century 
or early 18th century farmhouse with 19th century alterations. The house has 2 storeys 
and a 3 cell lobby entrance plan. The building is timber framed and rendered with a 
pantiled roof and axial chimney. The closest post medieval monument record (MSF 
24359) is the location of a Blacksmith's workshop to rear of 19 Beeches Road. Structural 
elements of the workshop are believed to be virtually untouched since its abandonment 
as smithy in early 1950s. The structure is mapped on the 1880’s OS maps as a Smithy. 
 
The SHER returned four records that are undated within the search area. 
 
Given the above records the site has a specific potential for Roman and medieval 
features and finds relating to the nearby Roman villa and the medieval core of the 
village.  
 
 
5.0 PROJECT AIMS 
 
The SCCAS/CT brief stated that an evaluation was required to enable archaeological 
resource, both in quality and extent, to be accurately quantified (Brudenell. 2015).  
 
Section 4.2 of the brief states that the archaeological evaluation is required to:  
 
•  Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit, 

together with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of preservation. 
 
•  Establish the potential for the survival and significance of geoarchaeological and 

palaeoenvironmental evidence (with reference to adjacent and regional 
sequences, and to national frameworks).  

 
 
6.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
 
Research objectives for the project are in line with those laid out in Research and 
Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of England, East Anglian 
Archaeology Occasional Paper 24 (Medlycott, 2011).   
 
The brief also states that the project will need to consider the following objectives:  
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•  The characterisation of the sequence, and patterns of the accumulation of palaeo-
environmental/geoarchaeological deposits across the development area, including 
the depth and lateral extent of major stratigraphic units, and the character of any 
potential land surfaces/buried soils within or pre-dating these sediments. 
 

•  Identify significant variations in the deposition sequences indicative of localised 
features, particularly in relation topographic variation and the presence of 
features such as palaeo-channels. 

 
•  Identify the location and extent of any waterlogged organic deposits and where 

appropriate and practical, to retrieve suitable samples in order to assess the 
potential for the preservation of environmental remains and 
material for scientific dating. 
 

•  Clarify the relationship between sediment sequences and other deposit types, 
including periods of ‘soil’, peat growth, and archaeological remains. 
 

•  To provide for the absolute dating of critical contacts. 
 
•  To focus academically upon the high potential for this site to produce 

palaeoenvironmental evidence, with the potential to inform on our understanding 
of past environments, palaeo-climates, sea-level changes and human interaction. 

  
•  To make the results of the investigation available through suitable reportage. 
 
 
 
8.0 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (Figs. 4, 5, 6 and 7) 
 
The trenches were located on the area of the proposed developments and to give a 
suitable coverage of the site. Full feature and layer descriptions are at Appendix 1. 
 
 
8.1 Trench 1 
 
Trench 1 was located in the north-west corner of the site and orientated north to south.  
 
No archaeological finds or features were present. 
 
 
8.2 Trench 2 
 
Trench 2 was located in the north-western area of the site and was orientated east to 
west. 
 
No archaeological finds or features were present. 
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8.3 Trench 3 
 
Trench 3 was located in the northern area of the site and was orientated north to south. 
 
No archaeological finds or features were present. 
 
 
8.4 Trench 4 
 
Trench 4 was located in the north-eastern area of the site and was orientated east to 
west. 
 
A large pit 1006 was present at the eastern end of the trench. It was circular in plan 
measuring 2.00m x 1.00m+ and extended beyond the limit of excavation. It had steep 
sides and was 0.82m deep with a flat base.  
 
Pit 1006 contained three fills, 1007, 1008 and 1009. The primary fill 1009 comprised 
chalky sand material that had slumped in from the side, suggesting the pit was left open 
for some time prior to being back filled. Secondary fill 1008 was a silty sand most likely 
associated with natural infilling of the open feature and the upper fill 1009 was probably 
a deliberate back filling event. No finds were recovered from any of the fills. 
 
 
8.5 Trench 5 
 
Trench 5 was located in the north-eastern corner of the site and was orientated north to 
south.  
 
A large ditch 1003 was present at the northern end of the trench and extended beyond 
the limit of excavation. It was linear in plan, aligned east to west and measured 3.75+ x 
1.80+ x 0.81m. It contained two fills, 1004 and 1005, neither of which contained finds.  
 
 
8.6 Trench 6 
 
Trench 6 was located in the south-eastern corner of the site and was orientated east to 
west. 
 
No archaeological finds or features were present. 
 
 
8.7 Trench 7 
 
Trench 7 was located in the south-eastern area of the site and was orientated north to 
south. 
 
No archaeological finds or features were present. 
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8.8 Trench 8 
 
Trench 8 was located in the southern area of the site and was orientated east to west. 
 
No archaeological finds or features were present. 
 
 
8.9 Trench 9 
 
Trench 9 was located in the south-western area of the site and was orientated north to 
south. 
 
No archaeological finds or features were present. 
 
 
8.10 Trench 10 
 
Trench 10 was located in the south-western corner of the site and was orientated east to 
west. 
 
No archaeological finds or features were present. 
 
 
 
9.0 DEPOSIT MODEL (Figs. 4-8) 
 
The deposit model revealed a simple stratigraphic sequence across the site and showed 
a small ridge or headland to be present across the centre on a roughly north-east to 
south-west alignment (Fig. 4). 
 
The upper most layer in all trenches was topsoil 1000, a mid grey brown, compact silty 
sand with occasional sub-angular flint pebbles. It was a former plough soil, although the 
site has been left fallow for several years.  
 
In trenches 1, 2, 5, 6, 9 and 10, the topsoil 1000 overlay subsoil 1001 which varied in 
depth between 0.53m and 0.05m, tending to be deeper in the trenches furthest from the 
centre of the site. Subsoil 1001 was a mid red/grey brown, compact silty sand with 
occasional sub-angular flint pebbles and was also likely an earlier plough soil. Subsoil 
1001 overlay the natural geological deposits 1002 which was a light yellow grey, 
compact chalk brash with pockets or channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand.  
 
In trenches 3, 4, 7 and 8 the topsoil 1000 overlay the natural geological deposits, 
indicating the presence of the ridge or headland. 
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10.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION  
 
The archaeological background search suggested that the site had a specific potential for 
Roman and medieval features and finds relating to the medieval core of the village and 
Roman settlement activity to the north.  
 
The evaluation revealed two undated features in the north-east corner, but otherwise 
showed a distinct lack of activity on the majority of the site. 
 
Pit 1006 has the characteristics of a late Iron Age storage pit, later used for waste 
disposal, as seen on similar sites in the area such as Bridge House Dairies, Mildenhall 
(Adams et al, 2012), however the lack of dating evidence from this feature is somewhat 
unusual if it does fall into this category. 
 
Ditch 1003 is most likely a boundary ditch. Its alignment and close proximity with the 
existing boundary would suggest a more recent date, probably post-medieval, however 
the lack of dating evidence precludes any firm conclusions. 
 
The site spans a former chalk ridge or headland on the edge of the Fens which are 
known to be popular locations for prehistoric settlement; however in this case, the 
results of the evaluation indicate that any significant archaeological activity probably lies 
to the north-east of this site, which is located on the periphery. 
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APPENDIX 1 – DEPOSIT TABLES AND FEATURE DESCRIPTIONS 
 
TRENCH 1  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

1 
Orientation 

N - S 
Height AOD 

7.11m 
Shot No 

DP1 
Sample Section No 

7 
Location 

W Side N End 
Facing 

E Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.34m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1001 0.34 – 0.88m Subsoil: mid red/grey brown, compact silty sand with 

occasional sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.88m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
 
 
TRENCH 2  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

2 
Orientation 

E - W 
Height AOD 

7.10m 
Shot No 

DP2 
Sample Section No 

8 
Location 

N Side W End 
Facing 

S Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.28m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1001 0.28 – 0.46m Subsoil: mid red/grey brown, compact silty sand with 

occasional sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.46m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
 
 
TRENCH 3  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

3 
Orientation 

N - S 
Height AOD 

7.29m 
Shot No 

DP3 
Sample Section No 

4 
Location 

W Side S End 
Facing 

E Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.29m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.29m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
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TRENCH 4  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

4 
Orientation 

E - W 
Height AOD 

7.18m 
Shot No 

DP5 
Sample Section No 

5 
Location 

N Side E End 
Facing 

S Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.29m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.29m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
 
Context Descriptions 
 

Feature 
Context 

Feature Type & Description 
(m) 

Layer/Fill 
Context 

Layer/Fill Description Spot Date Finds /g (sherds or 
number) 

Other 

1006 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Large Pit 
(2.27+ x 1.00+ x 0.80m) 
Circular in plan, steep sides 
with sharp break of slope and 
a flat base. 

1007 
Upper Fill 

Mid red/grey brown, 
compact sandy silty 
with occasional chalk 
gravel and flint pebbles 

Undated 
 
 
 
 

- 
 
 
 

Possible 
IA 
Storage 
Pit 

1008 
Secondary 
Fill 

Mid grey brown, 
compact sandy silty 
with occasional chalk 
gravel and flint pebbles 

1009 
Primary Fill 

Light, grey, compact 
chalky silt 

 
 
TRENCH 5  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

5 
Orientation 

N - S 
Height AOD 

7.02m 
Shot No 

DP8 
Sample Section No 

1 
Location 

W Side S End 
Facing 

E Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.33m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1001 0.33 – 0.54m Subsoil: mid red/grey brown, compact silty sand with 

occasional sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.54m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
 
Context Descriptions 
 

Feature 
Context 

Feature Type & Description 
(m) 

Layer/Fill 
Context 

Layer/Fill Description Spot Date Finds /g (sherds or 
number) 

Other 

1006 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Large Ditch 
(3.75+ x 1.80+ x 0.81m) 
Linear in plan, moderate sides 
with gentle break of slope and 
a concave base. 

1007 
Upper Fill 

Mid red/grey brown, 
compact sandy silty 
with occasional chalk 
gravel and flint pebbles 

Undated 
 
 
 
 

- 
 
 
 

Possible 
PM 
boundary 
ditch 

1009 
Primary Fill 

Mid grey brown, 
compact silty sand with 
occasional sub-angular 
flint and chalk pebbles 
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TRENCH 6  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

6 
Orientation 

E - W 
Height AOD 

6.91m 
Shot No 

DP4 
Sample Section No 

2 
Location 

N Side W End 
Facing 

S Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.31m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1001 0.31 – 0.76m Subsoil: mid red/grey brown, compact silty sand with 

occasional sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.76m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
 
 
TRENCH 7  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

7 
Orientation 

N - S 
Height AOD 

6.89m 
Shot No 

DP9 
Sample Section No 

3 
Location 

W Side N End 
Facing 

E Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.45m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.45m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
 
 
TRENCH 8  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

8 
Orientation 

E - W 
Height AOD 

7.18m 
Shot No 

DP10 
Sample Section No 

6 
Location 

N Side E End 
Facing 

S Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.35m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.35m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
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TRENCH 9  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

9 
Orientation 

N - S 
Height AOD 

7.15m 
Shot No 

DP11 
Sample Section No 

9 
Location 

E Side S End 
Facing 

W Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.32m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1001 0.32 – 0.38m Subsoil: mid red/grey brown, compact silty sand with 

occasional sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.38m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
 
 
 
TRENCH 10  
 
Deposit Tables  

 
Trench No 

10 
Orientation 

E - W 
Height AOD 

7.08m 
Shot No 

DP12 
Sample Section No 

10 
Location 

N Side W End 
Facing 

S Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.34m Topsoil: mid grey brown, compact silty sand with occasional 

sub-angular flint pebbles 
1001 0.34 – 0.45m Subsoil: mid red/grey brown, compact silty sand with 

occasional sub-angular flint pebbles 
1002 0.45m + Natural: light yellow grey, compact chalk brash with pockets or 

channels of light yellow orange, compact silty sand 
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APPENDIX 2 – WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION 
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APPENDIX 3 – OASIS SHEET 
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