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DISCLAIMER 

 

The material contained within this report was prepared for an individual client 

and solely for the benefit of that client and the contents should not be relied 

upon by any third party. The results and interpretation of the report cannot be 

considered an absolute representation of the archaeological or any other 

remains. Britannia Archaeology Ltd will not be held liable for any error of fact 

resulting in loss or damage, direct, indirect or consequential, through misuse 

of, or actions based on the material contained within by any third party.     
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Abstract 

 

On the 17th August 2015, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an 

archaeological investigation by means of a trial trench evaluation on Land off 

Noyes Avenue, Laxfield, Suffolk (TM 294 722), (Fig. 1) in advance of the 

construction of two dwellings, four flats and associated works. 

 

The archaeological background search suggested that the site had a specific 

potential for medieval and post medieval features and finds relating to the 

medieval core of the village. No archaeological features were encountered in 

either of the trenches. 

 

The evaluation revealed only two phases of activity.  The most recent phase of 

activity on site was Made Ground layer 1000 relating to the construction of the 

1970’s buildings on the sites western boundary.  

 

The second and final phase of activity relates to subsoil layer 1002, which was 

encountered in Trench 2 and was only present in the southern area of the site. It 

is likely that subsoil 1002 relates to a former agricultural plough soil present on 

the site when the area was formerly fields before the villages expansion in the 

mid-20th century. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

On the 17th August 2015, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an archaeological 

investigation by means of a trial trench evaluation on Land off Noyes Avenue, Laxfield, 

Suffolk (TM 294 722), (Fig. 1) in advance of the construction of two dwellings, four flats 

and associated works. A design brief issued by Suffolk County Council Archaeological 

Services/Conservation Team (SCCAS/CT) (Antrobus, A. Dated 7th July 2015) required a 

total of two trial trenches, one measuring 15.00m x 1.80m and one measuring 10.00 x 

1.80m (Fig. 3) be excavated. 

 

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

 

The site is located in the village of Laxfield, Suffolk, which is located approximately 7 km 

north of the town of Framlingham. The site lies north-west of the road known as Noyes 

Road on a single parcel of land which is currently an open garden, (Fig. 1). The bedrock 

geology is described as Crag Group sands, a suite of shallow-water marine and estuarine 

sands formed during the Pleistocene Epoch. (BGS, 2015). 

 

Superficial deposits at the site are described as Lowestoft Formation - Diamicton. These 

superficial deposits formed up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period when the 

local environment was previously dominated by ice age conditions. (BGS, 2015). 

 

3.0 PLANNING POLICIES  

 

The archaeological investigation is to be carried out on the recommendation of the 

county council (SCCAS/CT), following guidance laid down by the National Planning and 

Policy Framework (NPPF, DCLD 2012) which replaced Planning Policy Statement 5: 

Planning for the Historic Environment (PPS5, DCLG 2010) in March 2012. The relevant 

local planning policy is the Mid Suffolk District Local Plan; (1998) which is due to be 

replaced with the Mid Suffolk District Local Development Framework in the near future. 

 

4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND (Figures 2 & 3) 

 

The following archaeological background utilises the Suffolk Historic Environment Record 

(HER)  (1km  search  centred  on  the  site),  Historic  England  PastScape 

(www.pastscape.org.uk), and the Archaeological Data Service (www.ads.ahds.ac.uk) 

(ADS) (Fig. 2, 3 & 4). There are 55 monument entries, 7 events and confidential PAS 

(Portable Antiquity Scheme) records. 34 listed building entries were also returned within 

the 1km search area. The site is located in the village of Laxfield, Suffolk, which is 

located approximately 7km north of the town of Framlingham. 

 

The SHER search returned two entries dating to the prehistoric period. One of these 

entries, (MSF 2890) located approximately 750m south-east of the site relates to the 

discovery of a Bronze Age bored stone ‘battle axe’ in the former half of the 20th century 

at Street Farm. The only other prehistoric record is confidential in nature and relates to 

prehistoric metal work found north of the current site. 
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The Romano-British period marked a significant change in development for the wider 

area with Camulodunum (Colchester) becoming the Roman Capital of Britannia. Laxfield 

is located approximately half way between Camulodunum and Venta Icenorum (Caistor 

St Edmund) the civitas for the modern areas of Norfolk, northern Suffolk and eastern 

Cambridgeshire. Several monument records were returned by the SHER search dating to 

the Roman period. These all relate to pottery scatters (MSF 2881, 2903, 2904, 2907 and 

2910) located indirectly to the north and south of the current site. 

 

There are scant records relating to the Saxon period within the SHER search. The Church 

of All Saints (MSF 11187) within the village core and to the north-east of the current site 

is known to have been present during the early medieval period and was possibly an 

early Minster. Small finds made within the churchyard (MSF 2912 – a coin and finger 

ring) relate to this early foundation of the church. 

 

The medieval period is represented by 19 monument records returned by the SHER 

search making it the best represented period in the 1km search area. The most relevant 

records to the current site returned by the search are MSF 2896, 2905, 2911 and 25083. 

MSF 2896 and MSF 2905 are pottery scatters dating to the 13th – 15th and 14th 

centuries located some 250m to the south and south-east of the current site 

respectively. A further pottery scatter dating from the 11th and 16th centuries was found 

some 200m to the south-west of the current site (MSF 2911). An archaeological 

monitoring some 150m to the west of the current site (MSF 25083) revealed 11th 

through 16th century pottery, although the resulting report remains unpublished. During 

the later medieval period the Church of All Saints was remodelled. The church was under 

the appropriation of Eye Priory and seems to have been altered c.1480. 

 

The post-medieval period returned 10 monument records from the SHER. The closest 

post medieval monument record to the site (MSF 2899) lies approximately 50m west and 

relates to a coin hoard (mid-17th century) and pottery scatter found during construction 

work at Hartismere House during the 1970’s. No listed buildings are located adjacent to 

the site. 

 

The SHER returned 2 records that were undated within the search area. Given the above 

records the site had a specific potential for medieval and post medieval features and 

finds, relating to the medieval core of the village. 

 

 

5.0 PROJECT AIMS 

 

The SCCAS/CT brief states that an evaluation is required to enable archaeological 

resource, both in quality and extent, to be accurately quantified (Antrobus, A. Brief, 

Section 3.1). 

 

Section 3.2 of the brief states that the archaeological evaluation is required to: 

 

• Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit, 

together with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of preservation. 
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• Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of masking 

colluvial/alluvial deposits. 

 

• Establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence. 

 

• Provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy, 

dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, 

timetables and orders of cost. 

 

6.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

 

Research objectives for the project are in line with those laid out in Research and 

Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of England, East Anglian 

Archaeology Occasional Paper 24 (Medlycott, 2011). 

 

The brief also states that the project will need to consider the following objectives: 

 

• To provide for the absolute dating of critical contacts. 

 

• To make the results of the investigation available through suitable reportage. 

 

8.0 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (Figure 6) 

 

The SCCAS/CT brief required the excavation of 25.00 meters of trial trenching in 

advance of the construction 2 dwellings, four flats and associated works. The trenches 

were located on the area of the proposed developments (Fig. 5). Trench 1 was located in 

the north-west of the site and measured 15.00m x 1.80m and was orientated north-west 

to south-east. Trench 2 was located in the south and measured 10.00m x 1.80m and 

was orientated north-east to south-west. 

 

8.1 Trench 1 

 

Trench 1 was orientated was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.35m. No 

archaeological features or finds were present in the trench. 

 

Made Ground layer 1000 was present to a depth of 0.35m.  

 

8.2 Trench 2 

 

Trench 2 was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.43m. No archaeological features or 

finds were present in the trench. A modern service was present in the centre of the 

trench on a north-east to south-west alignment. 

 

Made Ground layer 1000 was present to a depth of 0.25m. This layer overlay subsoil 

layer 1002 which was 0.15m thick to a depth of 0.40m. 
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9.0 DEPOSIT MODEL (Figure 6) 

 

The deposit model differed slightly between the two trenches.  

 

In both trenches at the top of the stratigraphic sequence was Made Ground layer 1000, 

comprising light brown grey, loose, sand, silt and clay with frequent CBM rubble and 

frequent angular flint inclusions. The layer was present to a maximum thickness of 

0.35m in Sample Section 1. Throughout this layer there were fragments of 20th century 

brick, it was noted that the brick was the same as that used in the mid-20th century 

buildings on the sites western boundary. As well as brick there was modern glass and 

polythene fragments throughout the layer. None of the above finds were retained. 

 

In Trench 2 beneath Made Ground 1000 was subsoil layer 1002, comprising dark grey 

brown, compact, clayey silt with occasional sub angular flint pebbles. This layer was 

present to a maximum depth of 0.40m in sample section 2.  

 

At the base of the stratigraphic sequence in both trenches, was natural geology 1001, 

comprising mid orange brown, compact, silty clay. 

 

 

10.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION  

 

The archaeological background search suggested that the site had a specific potential for 

medieval and post medieval features and finds relating to the medieval core of the 

village. No archaeological features were encountered in either of the trenches. 

 

The evaluation revealed only two phases of activity.  The most recent phase of activity 

on site was Made Ground layer 1000. This relates to the construction of the 1970’s 

buildings on the sites western boundary. The site appears to have been used as a 

construction yard and the topsoil was removed. When construction was finished the area 

and any material left, e.g. bricks, were levelled. 

 

The second and final phase of activity relates to subsoil layer 1002, which was 

encountered in Trench 2 and is only present in the southern area of the site. It is likely 

that subsoil 1002 relates to a former agricultural plough soil present on the site when 

the area was formerly fields before the villages expansion in the mid-20th century. 
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APPENDIX 1 – DEPOSIT TABLES  

 
Deposit Tables 
 
TRENCH 1  
  

 
Trench No 

1 
Orientation 

NW - SE 
Height AOD 

51.41 
Shot ID 

DP 1 

Sample Section No 
1 

Location 
SW Side NW End 

Facing 
NE Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 

1000 0.00 – 0.35m Made Ground: Light brown grey, lose, sand, silt and clay with 
frequent CBM rubble and frequent angular flint inclusions.  

1001 0.35m + Natural: Mid orange brown, compact, silty clay. 

 
  

TRENCH 2 
 
 

Trench No 
2 

Orientation 
NW - SE 

Height AOD 
51.17m 

Shot ID 
DP 2 

Sample Section No 
2 

Location 
SW Side NW End 

Facing 
NE Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 

1000 0.00 – 0.25m Made Ground: Light brown grey, lose, sand, silt and clay with 
frequent CBM rubble and frequent angular flint inclusions. 

1002 0.25 – 0.40m Subsoil: Dark grey brown, compact, clayey silt with occasional 
sub angular flint inclusions.  

1001 0.40m + Natural: Mid orange brown, compact, silty clay. 
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APPENDIX 2 – OASIS SHEET 
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