
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
LAND SOUTH OF SCHOOL ROAD, RISBY, 

SUFFOLK 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION 
REPORT 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report Number: 1120             May 2016 

 



 
 
 

 
© Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2015 all rights reserved     Report Number 1120  

LAND SOUTH OF SCHOOL ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION 
REPORT 

 
Prepared on behalf of: 

Mr Jamie Bird 
Fleur Developments Ltd 

61 Cromer Road 
Holt 

Norfolk 
NR25 6DY 

 
By: 

Martin Brook & Matthew Adams – Report 
Matthew Adams – Graphics & Editor 

 
With contributions from Andy Fawcett, Julie Curl, Richenda Goffin, Anna West and 

Michael Green  
 

Britannia Archaeology Ltd 
Unit 2, The Old Wool Warehouse 

St Andrews Street South 
Bury St Edmunds 

Suffolk 
IP33 3PH 

 
T: 01449 763034 

info@britannia-archaeology.com 
www.britannia-archaeology.com 

Registered in England and Wales: 7874460 
   

May 2016 
 
 
Site Code 

 
RBY042 

 
NGR 

 
580000 266300 

 
Planning Ref. 

 
DC/13/0520/OUT 

 
OASIS 

 
britanni1-222993 

 
Approved By: 
Matthew Adams 

 

 

 
Date 

 

 
May 2016 

mailto:info@britannia-archaeology.com
http://www.britannia-archaeology.com/


 

  Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 
 

3 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 
Abstract          
1.0 Introduction         
2.0 Site Description         
3.0 Planning Policies         
4.0 Archaeological Background       
5.0 Project Aims          
6.0 Project Objectives        
7.0 Fieldwork Methodology       
8.0 Results      
9.0 Deposit Model         
10.0 Specialist Assessment Reports       
11.0 Discussion           
12.0 Conclusions         
13.0 Project Archive & Deposition   
14.0 Acknowledgments       

        
Bibliography         
 
Appendix 1  Feature Descriptions   
Appendix 2  Specialist Catalogue Tables     
Appendix 3  Concordance of Finds      
Appendix 4  OASIS Sheet 
Appendix 5  Written Scheme of Investigation    
   
 
Figure 1 Site Location Plan        
Figure 2 SHER Data Plan – Monuments    
Figure 3 SHER Data Plan – Archaeological Sites & Conservation Area 
Figure 4  SHER Data Plan – Listed Buildings      
Figure 5 Feature Plan           
Figure 6 Phase Plan      
Figure 7 Excavated Feature Plan  
Figure 8 Cartographic Sources     
Figure 9 Phase I & II – Plans, Sections & Photographs   
Figure 10 Phase III – Plans, Sections & Photographs   
Figure 11 Phase IV – Plans, Sections & Photographs   
Figure 11 Phase IV – Plans, Sections & Photographs     
Figure 12 Phase IV – Continued  
Figure 13  Phase IV – Continued      
Figure 14  Phase IV – Continued      
Figure 15 Phase IV – Continued      
Figure 16 Phase V – Plans, Sections & Photographs    
Figure 17 Phase VI – Plans, Sections & Photographs    
Figure 18 Phase VI – Continued      
Figure 19 Phase VI – Continued   
Figure 20 Phase VI – Continued    
Figure 21  Phase VII – Plans, Sections & Photographs 
 
 
 



 

  Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 
 

4 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 
 

Abstract 
 
In September 2015 Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an archaeological 
excavation on Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk (NGR 580000 266300). The work 
was commissioned as part planning condition DC/13/0520/OUT concerning residential 
development of the site. 
 
A previous evaluation carried out by Archaeological Solutions Ltd (Adams, M.C. 2011. 
Report 3939) recorded 12th – 14th century features, including several large pits and 
gullies located adjacent to the road. 
 
The results of the excavation show seven distinct phases of activity ranging in date from 
the Mesolithic to the modern periods.   
 
Phase I (12000BC – 42AD) comprised residual prehistoric finds dating to the Mesolithic 
and late prehistoric periods. These were recovered from medieval features, suggesting 
some limited prehistoric activity in the vicinity of the site. 
 
Phase II (42AD – 410AD) comprised two Roman features dating from the late 1st to mid-
second century AD which were located in the eastern area of the site.  
 
Phase III (11th – 12thC AD) related to a period of limited activity assigned to the early 
medieval period from stratigraphic relationships with later features and shows partitioning 
of the site with a main boundary ditch. 
 
Phase IV (12th – 13thC AD) related to use of the site for the exploitation of clay, and later 
for refuse disposal. The similar profile of all the features and associated finds recovered 
suggests that these pits were excavated if not at the same time then in short succession 
of each other. All of the extraction pits with the exception of one contained faunal 
remains, likely the result of domestic food preparation with secondary butchering evident 
on the fragments recovered. The inclusion of storage jars within this assemblage allows us 
insight into the form and function of the plot as a domestic holding. One feature was 
identified as a possible well which was also infilled with similar material to the extraction 
pits and is indicative of domestic activity in close proximity of site. The environmental 
evidence showed a mixed agrarian economy was prevalent during this phase. 
 
Phase V (12th – 14thC AD) relates to the formalisation and demarcation of a possible late 
medieval roadside plot or ‘toft and croft’ style holding. A ditch formed the plot boundary 
adjacent to the medieval road and on the line of the earlier Phase III ditch. 
 
Phase VI (15th – 17thC AD) relates to agricultural farming activity (ridge and furrow) 
recorded in the southern half of the site, away from the roadside plot established in Phase 
V. In the northern half of the site a further boundary was created on the western edge of 
the site and a rectangular extraction pit, differing to those in Phase IV, was excavated 
adjacent to the School Road. The features in Phase VI show a distinct demarcation in 
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activity between the northern and southern halves of the site suggesting the road side plot 
persisted in to at least the early post-medieval period. It also shows a change from the 
earlier expansion and toft and croft model to an open field system of agriculture. 
 
Phase VII (19th – 20thC AD) recorded building activity associated with Quay’s Farm to the 
east of the site (now housing) and in particular a small outbuilding which a map regression 
shows was constructed between 1884 and 1903 and subsequently demolished by 1927. A 
later ditch was created to form an eastern boundary for the site adjacent to where the 
outbuilding had stood. 
 
The most significant phases are Phases IV (12th – 13th C), V (12th – 14th C) and VI (15th – 
17th C) relating to activity associated with the extraction of clay at the site followed by 
development of a roadside plot and finally agricultural use. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

In September and October 2015 Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook an 

archaeological excavation on Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk (NGR 580000 

266300) in response to a design brief issued by Suffolk County Council Archaeology 

Service/Conservation Team (SCCAS/CT) (Tipper, J. 15th September 2014). The work was 

commissioned as part a planning condition associated with application DC/13/0520/OUT 

concerning residential development of the site (Fig. 1).  

 

The Brief required the controlled strip, map and excavation of a c.0.2ha area at the 

northern extent of the site. A previous evaluation carried out by Archaeological Solutions 

Ltd (Adams, M.C. 2011. Report 3939) recorded 12th to 14th century features, including 

several large pits and gullies located adjacent to the road. 

 

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION (Fig. 1) 

 

Risby is a small village in Suffolk located 9km north-east of Bury St Edmunds. The site is 

located is immediately south of School Road on the east side of the village. The area of 

excavation is roughly rectangular in plan covering an area of 0.02ha.  

 

The site lies close to the apex of a very gentle hill, the top of which is located 300m to the 

east. Therefore the site topography appears flat, but has an almost imperceptible incline 

to the east.  

 

The underlying bedrock comprises a White Chalk Subgroup, a chalk; sedimentary bedrock 

formed approximately 66 to 100 million years ago in the Cretaceous period when the local 

environment was previously dominated by warm chalk seas. The superficial geology is Till 

- Diamicton. This superficial deposit formed up to 3 million years ago in the Quaternary 

Period when local environment was dominated by ice age conditions. (BGS, 2014). 

 

2.1 Previous work  

 

In October 2011 an archaeological evaluation was carried out on the site. The evaluation 

revealed a distinct concentration of 17 features in the northern area of the site adjacent to 

School Road. Five large pits and several smaller pits were located within an area defined 
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by a ditch and gullies. Three features were located in the south-western area of the site 

comprising a large post-medieval boundary ditch and two undated pig burials. The 

features in the northern area were predominantly medieval (12th – 14th century) (Adams, 

M.C., 2011).  

 

 

3.0 PLANNING POLICIES 

 

The archaeological investigation is to be carried out on the recommendation of the local 

planning authority, following guidance laid down by the National Planning and Policy 

Framework (NPPF, DCLD 2012) which replaced Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for 

the Historic Environment (PPS5, DCLG 2010) in March 2012. The relevant local 

development framework is the The Replacement St Edmundsbury Borough Local Plan 

(2016). 

 

 

4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND (Figs 2-5) 

 

The following archaeological background utilises the Suffolk Historic Environment Record 

(SHER), Suffolk Record Office, English Heritage PastScape (www.pastscape.org.uk) and 

the Archaeological Data Service (www.ads.ahds.ac.uk) (ADS). 

 

4.1 Prehistoric (750000BC – 43AD)  

 

The wider landscape contains evidence of limited prehistoric activity but there is no record 

of any such activity on the assessment site. The SHER returned four records of prehistoric 

date within 1km of the site. A Neolithic arrowhead was found 300m south-east of the site 

(RBY 026). A mound c.15m in diameter, possibly with a square tower on top. This could 

potentially be a Bronze Age burial mound, but may be a post-medieval garden feature 

(RBY 024). Late Bronze Age/early Iron Age pottery was found 300m to the east of the site 

(RBY 033), and an evaluation at Risby Business Park 550m to the south-west recovered a 

small quantity of Iron Age pottery (RBY 034). 

 

 

 

http://www.pastscape.org.uk/
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4.2  Romano-British (43AD – c. 410AD)  

 

East Anglia experienced significant development during the Romano-British period, with 

the construction of roads, settlements and villas. However, very few Roman remains are 

recorded within the SHER search area. 

 

Residual Roman finds were recovered on the site (RBY 042) during the evaluation 

indicating an ephemeral Roman presence. RBY 044, located 100m north-east of the site, 

refers to an archaeological evaluation that identified a Roman ditch which contained 

pottery dating to the 2nd and 3rd century as well as environmental residues of crop 

processing and smithing. The record (RBY 018) relates to the discovery of a worn Bronze 

brooch 400m west of the site. 

 

4.3 Anglo-Saxon (c.410AD – 1066AD)  

 

The name Risby derives from Old Scandinavian hris or ryth and by meaning ‘farmstead or 

village among the brushwood or beside a clearing’ (Mills 1991). Risby was located in the 

Thingoe (also of Scandinavian origin) Hundred and the names reflect the presence of 

Danish invaders settling in the 9th century. The origins of the modern settlement are likely 

to date to his period and the wider landscape contains strong evidence for Anglo-Saxon 

activity, however there is no record of any such activity on the assessment site or in the 

immediate vicinity. 

 

4.4  Medieval (1066 AD – 1540 AD)   

 

The site lies within the medieval core of the village (which has two main foci) with the 13th 

century Grade I listed church of St Giles (283783) located 180m to the north-east (RBY 

024). 

 

An archaeological evaluation on land north of School Road, 130m west of the site, found 

three linear features containing medieval material indicating a phase of activity from the 

12th century. These lay c.25m north of the road frontage and may represent former field 

boundaries in an area of open farmland between the two settlement cores of the village. 

Alternatively they may indicate activity to the rear of potential occupation along the road 

(RBY 038). The archaeological evaluation at Risby Business Park identified an infilled pond 
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and some medieval pottery (RBY 034), and medieval and post-medieval pottery was found 

during archaeological monitoring in the north-west part of the village approximately 380m 

away (RBY 036). 

 

4.5 Post-medieval and modern (1540AD – Present)  

 

During the early post-medieval period c.1500 and 1640 Risby parish was primarily a sheep 

and corn district with barley the main cereal crop, but it was also used for wood pasture. 

Ancient woodland is recorded at Old Broom Wood approximately 1km to the north-east 

(RBY 028), and at Risby Little Wood, the latter also has an undated substantial bank and 

ditch on its north-western side (RBY 031). A brick works is shown on early OS maps close 

to the Newmarket road (RBY 040).  

 

There are five listed buildings within 500m of the site with the closest the Grade II listed 

early 17th century timber-framed Quays Farmhouse (283797) notorious in the 1930s for 

the unsolved murder of its occupant by poisoning.  

 

 

5.0 PROJECT AIMS 

 

The broad aims laid out in the SCCAS/CT brief are to undertake a strip, map and record 

excavation on an area over the area of defined medieval archaeological features identified 

in the 2011 evaluation (Brief, 3.1).  

 

The aims will include, but not be limited to the following: 

 

• To excavate and provide a record of the archaeological remains on site in order to 

mitigate the impact of development; 

• To characterise the development, phasing, spatial organisation, character, function, 

and the nature of social, economic and industrial activities of the site; 

• Place the evidence for medieval activity at the site in context with known remains 

of the similar date round Risby and the wider region; 

• Undertake a programme of post-excavation analysis leading to appropriate forms 

of public dissemination. 
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6.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

 

 Research agendas for East Anglia are set out in three papers: 

 

• Revised Research Framework for the Eastern Region, edited by Maria Medlycott and 

Nigel Brown, 2008. East Anglian Archaeology 

• Research and Archaeology: a Framework for the Eastern Counties 1. resource 

assessment, edited by Jenny Glazebrook, 1997. East Anglian Archaeology 

Occasional Paper No.3;  

• Research and Archaeology: a Framework for the Eastern Counties 2. research 

agenda and strategy, edited by Nigel Brown and Jenny Glazebrook, 2000. EAA 

Occasional Paper No.8,  

 

 

7.0 FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY 

 

A Leica GS08 differential global positioning system (DGPS) was used to accurately set-out 

the excavation area agreed with SCCAS/CT (Fig. 6).   

 

The site was excavated using a 14 tonne 360˚ mechanical excavator fitted with a 

toothless ditching bucket under the control of a qualified professional archaeologist.  

Topsoil and subsoil layers were removed carefully down to the first archaeological horizon, 

and all feature excavation was undertaken by hand. Further subsoil was removed by 

machine once the initial features were suitably recorded, to expose additional underlying 

features. The process was repeated until the natural drift geology was exposed. 

 

Topographic survey, limit of excavation, section locations and archaeological and natural 

feature survey points were accurately recorded using the DGPS to produce a pre- and 

post-excavation plan tied into the Ordnance Survey National Grid.  The archaeological 

remains were recorded using pro-forma sheets, plan and section drawings and appropriate 

photographic records, as agreed in the Written Scheme of Investigation (Adams/Brook, 

2015).  All features, finds and samples were given unique context numbers assigned 

during the recording phases on site. 
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8.0 RESULTS (Figs. 6 - 21) 

 

The results presented below are organised by phase (Fig. 7). This is based on finds 

recovered, stratigraphic relationship to other features, location and spatial relationship to 

dated features. A full context list and descriptions are presented at Appendix 1. 

 

In this case, pottery spot dates and stratigraphic relationship form the primary means of 

dating.  

 

Phasing (Fig. 7) 

 

The following phases were identified during the excavation and post excavation analysis to 

date: 

 

I. Prehistoric (12000BC-42AD) 

II. Roman (43AD – 410AD) 

III. Early medieval (11th – 12thC AD) 

IV. Early to middle medieval (12th – 13thC AD) 

V. Middle medieval (12th – 14thC AD) 

VI. Late medieval to early post-medieval (15th – 17thC AD) 

VII.  Late post-medieval to modern (19th – 20thC AD) 

 

 

8.1 Phase I – Prehistoric (12000BC – 42AD) (Fig. 9) 

 

Five features (2008, 2010, 2016, 2018 and 2029) contained residual worked flint 

dating to the Mesolithic or later prehistoric periods. Three Mesolithic blades and a scraper 

were recovered from features 2008, 2016, and 2018 all of which contained significant 

levels of medieval pottery too. This suggests some background activity in the area, 

however no prehistoric features were identified. 
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8.2 Phase II – Roman (43 – 410AD) (Fig. 9) 

 

Two pit/post holes (2036 and 2038) dating to the Roman period were recorded close 

together in the eastern portion of the site.  

 

Pit/posthole 2036, measured 0.80m x 0.73m x 0.23m and contained a single fill (2037) 

of mid orange brown, compact clayey silt. Seventy three sherds of pottery weighing 308g 

were recovered from the fill. The pottery was identified as West Stow fine reduced ware 

(WSF) and early Romanising fabric (BSW). At least four forms have been identified and 

these consist of three beakers and one bowl/jar.  The bowl/jar is too small to be identified 

beyond its general class, however the beakers are all early types.  Of note are several 

joining decorated sherds which either belong to a beaker or the bowl/jar.  The style is 

typical of West Stow products featuring ring and dot patterns. (Fawcett. 2015; this report) 

 

Pit/posthole 2038 was located 5.0m east of pit/posthole 2036, and measured 0.95m x 

1.05m x 0.20m. It has a similar profile to 2036 and also contained just a single fill of 

compact clayey silt. No finds were recovered from the feature however, due to its 

proximity and similarity to pit/posthole 2036 it has been assigned to this phase.  

 

A single residual sherd of Romano-British pottery was recovered from pit 2016 in the 

north-west corner of the site. 

 

These features add to the background level of activity noted during the evaluation and 

suggest that further activity might be present to the east of the site, although there is 

likely to have been some truncation from nearby modern services, structure 2042 and 

further buildings associated with Quays Farm.  

 

 

8.3 Phase III – Early medieval (11th – 12thC AD) (Fig. 10) 

Phase III comprises a single ditch 2034 located in the northern half of the site. This 

feature has been phased by stratigraphic relationship to later features, location and 

alignment.  
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Ditch 2034 measured 12.00m+ x 1.78m at its maximum and was recut by ditch 2029 

along its entire length and later cut by gully 2021. The ditch was excavated in three 

segments and contained a single fill of very compact clayey silt with frequent sub-angular 

flint inclusions. The feature was orientated east – west and contained no finds.  

 

 

8.4 Phase IV – Early to middle medieval (12th – 13th C AD) (Figs. 11-15) 

 

Phase III relates to the largest concentration of features on the site. A series of extraction 

pits (2004, 2018, 2016 and 2023), a well (2008) and smaller features (2014, 2027, 

and 2069) all show significant activity adjacent to the medieval road (School Road). The 

majority of activity in this phase is concentrated in the north of the site near the road; 

however a single intercutting pair of extraction pits (2053 and 2056) is located in the 

south of site. 

 

Clay Extraction Pits 

 

The plot contains ten features dated to the 12th to 13th century. The main focus of activity 

appears to have been medieval extraction pits, created for the exploitation of the natural 

clay present at the site. These features all share a similar profile – steep sloping sides and 

concave bases. 

 

Extraction pit 2004 was located near the northern boundary of the site and was circular in 

plan, (2.40m x 2.10m x 0.50m). The pit contained two fills. Primary deposit 2005 was a 

light brown orange, compact, clayey silt. Four sherds of pottery, weighing 32g were 

recovered from this context. Three of the sherds are St Neots ware while one is a simple 

medieval courseware suggesting a 12th century date. A bulk sample was taken from the 

layer and sent for processing. The results found charred cereal grains, charcoal, un-

charred weed seeds, snails, amphibian/small mammal bones and rootlets, (West. 2015; 

this report). The secondary fill in the pit, 2006, was a grey brown, compact, clayey silt. 

No dating evidence was recovered from this fill. Extraction pit 2004 was truncated on its 

southern edge by a modern drain associated most likely with modern building 2042. 

 

Two intercutting extraction pits, 2016 and 2018 were recorded in the north-western 

corner of the site. Extraction Pit 2016 was sub-circular in plan (1.94m x 1.15m x 0.77m) 
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and contained a single fill of clayey silt. Twenty four sherds of medieval pottery were 

recovered and the combination of fabrics present suggests a mid to late 12th century date. 

The pit also contained 17g of animal bone. The extraction pit cut an earlier extraction pit 

2018 and was cut by posthole 2014. Pit 2018 was also circular in plan, (2.42m x 2.29m 

x 0.84m). The pit contained two fills (2019 and 2020). 130 sherds of pottery weighing 

3441g were recovered from the secondary fill, 2020. All the pottery has been dated to the 

12th century and included a storage jar with a flat base decorated with applied strips. The 

Fabric has a smooth oxidised surface, containing a coarse quartz, sparse clay pellets/red 

grog and common silver mica, (Fawcett. 2015). Animal bone recovered from 2020 was 

identified as cattle. A bulk sample was taken for environmental analysis however the 

results only showed charred cereal grains, charred Legume, animal bone fragments and 

rootlets, (West. 2015). Extraction pit 2018 was also subsequently cut by Gully 2021. 

 

Extraction pit 2023 was circular in plan (3.30m x 2.00m x 1.00m). The pit contained 

three fills, 2024, 2025 and 2026. The primary fill, 2024, contained 25 sherds of 

medieval pottery again dating to the 12th century. Fill 2025 contained 17g of animal bone 

identified as pig/boar. A bulk sample was also taken from this fill and contained charred 

cereal grains, charcoal, snails and rootlets, (West. 2015). The pit cuts earlier ditch 2034. 

It is possible that this extraction pit represents the earliest of the series that are within the 

plot given that it is cut by ditch 2029 which formed part of a later once the site had been 

adequately exploited for mineral extraction. 

 

Extraction pits 2053 and 2056 are both located near the southern boundary of the 

excavation area. Pit 2053 (1.92m x 0.76m x 0.58m) was circular in plan and contained 

two fills (2054 and 2055). No dating evidence was recovered from this feature. 2053 

was cut by extraction pit 2056. Extraction pit 2056 was also circular in plan (2.21m x 

2.41m x 0.88m) and contained two fills (2057 and 2058). Primary fill 2057 contained a 

single sherd of 11th – 12th early medieval courseware decorated with grooves.  

 

Possible Well 

 

A possible well (2008) was located in the north-western corner of the site. It was circular 

in plan, 2.60m x 1.84m x 0.80m+) with vertical sides. A single fill (2009) was present to 

the maximum depth of its excavation. It contained five sherds of early medieval 

courseware and medieval courseware dating the upper fill to the early 12th century. A bulk 



 

  Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 
 

15 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 
 

sample was taken for environmental analysis and showed the context to contain charred 

cereal grains, un-charred weed seeds, charcoal, rootlets, snails, insect remains and coal 

fragments, (West. 2015). The Well was later cut by extraction pit 2010 and by a modern 

drain associated with the post-medieval building in the west of the site.  

 

Associated Features 

 

The remaining features within the plot associated with this phase of activity are all pits 

and postholes.  

 

Postholes 2014 and 2067 were both located in the north west of the site. Posthole 2014 

cuts extraction pit 2016 and was circular in plan (0.79m x 0.76m x 0.30m). The feature 

contained three fills (2015, 2032 and 2033) which included the fill of the post pipe void 

in the post hole (2033). A single sherd of 12th century pottery was recovered. Posthole 

2067 is only located 2.00m north east of 2014 and has a similar profile. Although no 

dating evidence was recovered from the feature its proximity to posthole 2014 and the 

other nearby medieval features is the reason for its inclusion in this phase. It is possible 

that these two postholes are related to a temporary structure in place adjacent to the 

extraction pits. 

 

Pits 2027 and 2069 were located in the eastern side of the plot. 2027 was sub-circular 

(0.61m x 0.73m x 0.08m) with shallow sloping sides and an uneven base. It contained a 

single fill (2028) which produced four sherds of Hedingham glazed ware dated to the mid-

12th – mid-13th century (Fawcett. 2015). Pit 2069 was oval in plan (0.57m x 0.75m x 

0.19m). The feature contained two fills (2070 and 2071) however no finds were 

recovered. The pit has been included in this phase due to its proximity to Extraction Pits 

2010 and 2004 as well as its similar profile to Pit 2027. 

 

 

8.5 Phase V – Middle medieval (12th – 14thC AD) (Fig. 16) 

 

Phase V relates to a single ditch (2029), representing the demarcation of a boundary 

adjacent to the medieval road (School Road).  
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The Plot Boundary 

 

Ditch 2029 was aligned east to west and was 22.00m+ in length. This ditch was also 

excavated in five sections. The ditch contained a single fill, (2030) which comprised dark 

grey brown, compact, clayey silt. Three of the excavated sections (2030A, 2030C and 

2030D) contained medieval pottery.  A total of 13 sherds were recovered weighing 104g 

which include examples of early medieval courseware as well as standard medieval 

courseware. Consequently a date of range of 12th – 14th century has been assigned this 

feature. In total 120g of animal bone was recovered and species identification includes 

sheep, goat and brown hare, the latter suggesting a hunting activity which would have 

been readily available for trapping and hunting and a useful supplement to the diet (Curl. 

2015). 2029 contained a single residual flint flake weighing 9g. Ditch 2029 appears to be 

a partial recut and extension of the earlier Phase III ditch 2034. This could indicate a 

redefining of the boundary established by ditch 2034 which may have still been evident in 

the landscape given the two feature’s close proximity in date range, however the earlier 

ditch had been cut by features in Phase IV suggesting it had been backfilled by the time 

ditch 2029 was excavated. 

 

 

8.6 Phase VI – Late medieval to early post-medieval ((15th – 17thC AD) (Figs. 

17 - 20) 

Phase VI shows a north/south split in activity on the sign defined by the boundary 

established in Phase V.  

The northern half underwent further definition with a north to south boundary established 

on the western extent by gully 2021. In the north west corner, further mineral extraction 

is indicated by extraction pit 2010 which is markedly different in shape and fills from the 

extraction pits noted in Phase IV. 

The southern half of the site was given over to agricultural activity and contained six 

features (2045, 2047, 2049, 2051, 2063 and 2065) associated with ‘ridge and furrow’ 

ploughing practices.  
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The North 

Gully 2021 was located in the north-western and western area of the site and was aligned 

north to south. The feature was 18.00m + in length and was excavated in five sections. 

The gully contained a single fill (2022) which comprised light grey brown, compact clayey 

silt. Section 2021b contained two sherds of pottery weighing 13g. The oldest sherd is a 

residual medieval coarseware identified as dating to between the 12 – 14th century and 

the second is a post-medieval sherd datinf to between the 16th – 17th century. 2021 cuts 

ditch 2029 as well as three features which have all been assigned to Phase III. Gully 

2021 cuts extraction pit 2018 at its northern end. 

Extraction Pit 2010 was located 5.00m east of extraction pit 2004, and was larger in size, 

(4.36m x 2.30m x 0.77m). The feature contained three fills (2011, 2012 and 2013). 

Primary deposit 2011 and Upper Fill 2013 both contained pottery dating to the mid-12th – 

mid-13th centuries. 17 sherds, weighing 231g were recovered from the feature including 

two jug rims and one possible abraded late medieval glazed ware dating to the 15th - 16th 

centuries (Fawcett. 2015). 2010 cuts well 2008 indicating that the well had been filled by 

the time the pit was excavated. The pit also contained 6g of animal bone identified as 

cattle. 

The South 

The ‘ridge and furrow’ agricultural activity was identified by the remains of six irregular 

linear furrows, all of which were shallow and varied in width from 0.44m to 1.00m. They 

were aligned in parallel, east to west and extend through the site and beyond the limit of 

excavation in both directions. 2063 and 2051 both contained single sherds of residual 

Romano British pottery. All the features assigned to this phase have a similar irregular 

profile and are all located in the same section of the site.   

 

8.7 Phase VII – Post-medieval to modern (19th – 20thc AD) (Fig. 21) 

 

Two post-medieval features were identified. Structure 2042 was constructed with frogged 

bricks and mortar. The structure appears to have been aligned north to south and was 

most likely an outbuilding associated with the former Quay’s farm adjacent to the site. A 

structure in the same location appears on the 2nd edition OS map dating to 1903, but was 
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absent from the earlier 1st edition in 1884 and the later revised edition of 1927. The 

structure was therefore constructed between 1884 and 1903 and demolished by 1927.  

 

Ditch 2043 formed a western boundary for the site and was linear in plan (11.00m+ x 

1.01m x 0.40m) with sloping sides and a concave base. It cut the outbuilding wall 

construction cut (2040) and therefore post-dated the demolition by 1927.  

 

Three modern features were recorded, all of which were likely associated with Quay’s   

farm. Two of these features drains ran on a north-north-west to south-south-east 

alignment and contained metal water pipes. The third feature was identified as a half tile 

drain and ran on north-west to south-east alignment and had two infilled brick inspection 

chambers at either end of the site.  

 

 

8.8 Undated Features 

 

Two features, gully 2059 and pit 2061, were undated, although both appear to have been  

cut by the Phase VI gully 2021. The location and alignment of gully 2059 may suggest it 

was contemporary with, or a later addition to 2021, however pit 2061 is likely to belong 

to one of the earlier phases.  

 

Gully 2059 was linear in plan and 4.50m+ x 0.21m and was shallow with a maximum 

depth of 0.17m. It was orientated east to west and was cut by Phase VI gully 2021. This 

feature was located 4.00m north of ditch 2034 and assigned to the same phase due to its 

similar alignment, proximity and stratigraphic relationship with gully 2021.  No find were 

recovered. 

 

Pit 2061 was sub-circular in plan (1.48m x 0.52m x 0.09m) with shallow sloping sides and 

a flat base. It was also cut by Gully 2021 and located close to ditch 2034. 
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9.0 DEPOSIT MODEL (Figs. 17 & 20) 

 

The site stratigraphy was simple and consistent across the site. 

 

The existing topsoil layer 2000 was a plough soil and formed the upper most layer in all 

areas of the site. It was a mid-grey brown, friable sandy silt and represented the the most 

recent phase of agricultural activity.  It sealed a subsoil layer 2001 which was probably a 

post-medieval plough soil.  

 

The final layer in the stratigraphic sequence comprised the natural superficial geology 

2007 which was a pale orange brown silty clay.  

 

The depth of the plough soils and scarring observed during their removal suggests that the 

features recorded and the natural geology had been truncated to some extent. Shallow 

features are unlikely to have survived the process. 

 

 

 

10.0 SPECIALIST ASSESSMENT REPORTS 

 

The following is the initial assessment of the finds and environmental evidence recovered 

from site. The specialist catalogues of all material are at Appendix 3 and a full bibliography 

is at the end of this report.  

 

10.1 The Roman and medieval pottery from Land off School Road, Risby, Suffolk 

(RBY 042):  An assessment report (11/11/15) 

Andy Fawcett 

 

Introduction 

 

A total of 309 sherds with a combined weight of 5052g was recorded from the 

archaeological investigation at School Road, Risby. 

 

This report within the introduction, sets out the distribution of pottery by period and 

context type, and discusses its general condition and diagnostic element.  This will be 
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followed by a methodology of work, and then each time period represented shall be 

analysed individually, succeeded by a general overview and recommendations for further 

work. 

 

As Table 1 demonstrates, the larger part of the assemblage is dated to the medieval 

period, with the remainder classed as Roman.  Thereafter only a negligible amount of 

pottery represents the post-medieval era. 

 
Period Sherd No Weight/g 
Roman 83 523 
Medieval 225 4520 
Post medieval 1 9 
Total 309 5052 
Table 1 Pottery by period 

 

The pottery assemblage was recovered chiefly from pit fills, as can be clearly seen in Table 

2, with the balance being recorded in ditch, post-hole, gully, well and furrow contexts. 

 

Context type Sherd No Weight/g 
Pit 206 4152 
Ditch 13 104 
Gully 2 13 
Post hole 74 310 
Well 5 262 
Furrow 9 211 
Total 309 5052 
Table 2.  Pottery by context type 

 

As a whole the pottery assemblage has a reasonable average weight of just over sixteen 

grams.  However, sherds dated to the Roman period are in a far more fragmentary state 

(6.30g) in comparison to the medieval assemblage (20g).  

  

The overall condition of the pottery, in terms of abrasion, may be described as being 

generally slight with some medieval contexts containing quite large sherds. 

The diagnostic component of the assemblage (rim and base sherds) may be described as 

average. 

 

Methodology 
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The pottery has been recorded by sherd count and weight.  The principle fabrics in each 

context have been rapidly scanned (where required, occasional fabric examination at x20 

vision has also been undertaken).  Fabric codes have been assigned using simple letter 

combinations based upon the Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service reference 

system.  Where present, form types have been allocated plain form descriptions such as 

jar, jug and so on,  however, those dated to the Roman period have followed the system 

used at Chelmsford by Going (1987).  A full breakdown of reference codes can be seen in 

Appendix 2, and the entire recorded pottery assemblage can also be viewed in Appendix 

2. 

 

Roman 

 

The Roman pottery assemblage (83 sherds @ 523g) was recovered from four contexts, 

Waste pit 2017, Post-hole 2037, as well as Furrows 2052 and 2064.  However, the vast 

majority of pottery, and the only closely datable assemblage was recorded in Post-hole 

2037 (73 sherds @ 308g). 

This assemblage contained sherds of West Stow fine reduced ware (WSF) and the early 

Romanising fabric (BSW) and is dated c AD80-120/?150.  Although the sherds are mostly 

quite fragmentary, at least four forms have been identified these consist of three beakers 

and one bowl/jar.  The bowl/jar is too small to be identified beyond its general class, 

however the beakers are all early types and include types H 1/2 (globular with a simple 

everted rim), H 6 (an early poppy-head type) and H 10 (carinated with an everted rim).  

Of note are several joining decorated sherds which either belong to a beaker or the 

bowl/jar.  The style is typical of West Stow products featuring ring and dot patterns and 

can be paralleled with West’s illustration No 247 (1989, 81). 

 

Medieval 

 

The medieval assemblage has principally been retrieved from pit fills (91% by sherd count 

and weight in comparison to other fills dated to this period), the best preserved groups 

being located in Extraction pits 2010, 2018 and 2023.  These three features account for 

76.5% by sherd count and 84% by weight of the entire medieval assemblage. 
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Only a small number of glazed sherds were noted within the medieval assemblage, which 

included Hedingham fine wares (HFW), two from Grimston (GRIM) and two unsourced 

sherds (UPG).  The majority of these pieces were body sherds from jugs; the only glazed 

jug rim noted was recorded in Extraction pit fill 2013. 

 

Coarsewares form the largest part of the medieval assemblage, and with the exception of 

two St Neots type ware sherds (shell-tempered – one of which is clearly residual) the 

remainder are all quartz dominated fabrics (EMW and MCW).  A proportion of these 

contain sparse red/brown grog alongside common silver mica and rare calcite, a 

combination which appears to share some affinities with the type of fabric produced in 

Bury St Edmunds (Anderson 2012). 

 

At least ten examples of cooking pot rims were noted, ranging from flat rimmed types to 

everted versions.  Only a single coareseware jug rim fragment has been identified.  Of 

particular interest is the pottery group from Extraction pit fill 2020. 

This context contained two good profiles, the lower half of what looks to be a large storage 

jar decorated with an applied thumbed strip as well as a cooking pot with a flat rim and 

globular body. 

The medieval assemblage as a whole contains a variety of fabrics that are thin walled 

(EMW) as well as thicker walled versions (MCW), alongside other sherds that seem 

transitional between these two points.  The combination of these types at this stage of 

analysis indicates the majority of contexts are dated around the mid/late12th century.  The 

presence of Hedingham fineware (mid-12th-mid 13th) and other glazed sherds, albeit in 

limited numbers, also appear to support this date range (see recommendations section for 

further discussion on dating). 

 

Post-medieval 

 

Only a single sherd of post-medieval pottery was identified.  This was noted in the upper 

fill of Gully 2021.  It is a small fragment of glazed earthenware (GRE) dated from the 16th-

17th century (Goffin pers.comm); also present within the fill is a sherd of medieval 

coarseware (MCW) dated from the mid/late 12th-14th century. 

 

Conclusion 
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The Roman pottery recovered from the excavation represents a very specific phase of 

activity. The presence of finewares, alongside several beaker forms as well as a sieved 

vessel, indicates that the nature of this activity was domestic.   

 

This small assemblage provides an important piece of new evidence that will contribute to 

the understanding of Romano-British land use in Risby.  However, it is not clear if this 

pottery group represents, for instance a one off event, or hints at a broader landscape of 

Roman activity that may lie outside of the current excavated area. 

 

A large part of the medieval assemblage is in a good state of preservation and presents a 

reasonably consistent pattern in terms of dating.  This dating sequence is broadly 

comparable to the pottery recorded during a recent archaeological investigation at land 

north of School Road (Fawcett 2010); the presence of a Norman tower as part of the 

church of St Giles clearly too demonstrates medieval activity in the village from at least 

the mid-11th century onwards. 

 

The current assemblage from Risby probably represents the waste from nearby domestic 

dwelling.  There is nothing within the pottery assemblage itself to suggest it signifies any 

type of specialised activity on the site, such as some form of industrial land use, despite 

the fact that fragments of slag were noted in Waste pit fill 2017 and Extraction pit fill 

2020. 

 

Although this is only a small group of ceramics, it holds a number of good elements within 

it, and will make a significant contribution to the understanding of medieval settlement 

within the core of Risby village.  

 

Ceramic building materials (CBM) 

 

Only ten fragments of CBM was recovered during the excavation (175g).  These were 

noted in two contexts, post-hole 2032 and ditch fill 2030.  All of the pieces were 

fragmentary and abraded and represent either the remnants of tile or brick.  A brief 

examination of their fabrics has shown them to be mostly fully oxidised, medium sandy 

with ferrous inclusions or clay pellets, fabrics typical of the late medieval/post-medieval 

periods. 
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Recommendations 

 

Roman 

 

It is recommended that all of the pottery from posthole 2037 should be identified in full, 

by both fabric and form type.  The results of this analysis could then be compared against 

other known assemblages from within, as well as on the outskirts of Risby.  This would 

enable the current assemblage to be placed in the context of the wider Roman landscape 

of the area and thus hopefully provide a more meaningful interpretation of what it 

represents. 

 

Medieval 

 

It is recommended that the medieval pottery assemblage should be sent to a pottery 

specialist of that period for a more detailed examination. 

 

This would enable fabric and form types to be more formally identified and thus improve 

the dating of features, as well as provide further insights into the status, function and 

economy of the medieval component of the site (particular attention should be paid to the 

combination of early and high medieval fabrics and the potential presence of both Thetford 

type and Bury wares, alongside a more detailed study of the glazed sherds).   

The results of this analysis will allow the current assemblage to be compared with groups 

of a similar date both from within Risby and its immediate surrounding area. 

 

CBM 

 

All of the CBM fabrics have been identified and due to their fragmentary and abraded 

nature, no further work on the material is recommended. 
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10.2 Flint 

 

Mike Green – Suffolk Archaeology CIC 

 

Methodology 

 

Each piece of flint was examined and recorded in the table below. The material was 

classified by type with numbers of pieces and corticated and patinated pieces recorded. 

The condition of the flint is commented on in the discussion. 

 

Introduction 

 

A total of six struck flints were recovered during the excavation from six separate 

contexts.  

 

Context No Type Patination Cortex % Number Weight (g) 
2009 Blade Heavy 0 1 8 
2012 Core None 15 1 66 
2017 Blade Heavy 0 1 5 
2020 A Scrapper Light 25 1 16 
2020 B Blade Heavy 1 1 1 
2030 Flake None 15 1 11 
 Total   6 107 
Table 3. Flint summarised by type 

 

The struck flint was a mixture of blue black glassy flint, light grey brown chert and light 

blue glassy flint. Hard hammer and soft hammer techniques were seen along with core 

preparation and retouch. Some pieces showed signs of modern edge damage most likely 

to be from retrieval and little antiquated edge damage was seen.  

 

Discussion by feature 

 

Well 2008  

 

A single blade was recovered from fill 2009 of this feature. The flint was heavily patinated, 

and white in colour with a dark black blue core where seen. A single recent notch (edge 

damage) at the distal end was present. The smooth bulb and lack of percussion ridges 
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suggest that soft hammer techniques were used and the platform shows signs of 

preparation before the blade removal. The blade measures 7.5cm in length with a 

maximum width of 2.5cm and is most likely to be Mesolithic in date. Due to being found 

within a well and the heavy patination, this flint is most likely to be residual in later 

deposits.   

 

Extraction pit 2010  

 

A single core was present within fill 2012 in pit 2010. This blade core is cylindrical in form 

measuring 7cm in length with a maximum width of 4.5cm. Only a single side shows signs 

of blade removal from multiple directions with the other sides being mostly cortex. Hard 

and soft hammer techniques have been used to remove the blades and only light 

patination can be seen. This core is most likely to be late prehistoric in date, either 

Neolithic or Bronze Age. The small amounts of edge damage suggest it may be residual. 

  

Waste pit 2016  

 

Fill 2017 of this pit contained a single blade. The flint was heavily patinated, white in 

colour with a dark black blue core where seen. A single recent notch (edge damage) at the 

proximal end was present. The smooth bulb and lack of percussion ridges suggest that 

soft hammer techniques were used and the platform shows signs of preparation before the 

blade removal. This blade measures 5.4cm in length with a maximum width of 1.9cm and 

is most likely to be Mesolithic in date. Due to the blade being found within a pit and the 

heavy patination, this flint is most likely to be residual.    

 

 

Extraction pit 2018 fills 2020 A and 2020 B 

 

This feature contained a single side scraper (fill 2020 A) and a single blade (fill 2020 B). 

The blade form 2020 B was heavily patinated, and white in colour with a dark black blue 

core where seen. A single recent notch (edge damage) at the proximal end was present. 

The smooth bulb and lack of percussion ridges suggest that soft hammer techniques were 

used and the platform shows signs of preparation before the blade removal. This blade 

measures 4.1cm in length with a maximum width of 0.9cm and is most likely to be 

Mesolithic in date. 
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The side scraper was from a light brown grey glassy flint with light patination and 20% 

cortex. Only one edge showed signs of light re-touch and the flake was most likely 

removed by a hard hammer. Side scrapers were used throughout prehistory but this 

example is more likely to be Neolithic in date due to the knapping techniques used.  

 

As the flints were found within an extraction pit and one was heavily patinated, both flints 

are most likely to be residual.    

 

Ditch 2029  

 

A single thick flake was found in ditch fill 2030. It measured 3.1cm in length and 3.6cm in 

width and was struck from a dark blue black glassy flint. The flint shows light signs of 

edge damage and no patination is present. Hinge fractures can be seen and bulb 

splintering is also present showing hard hammer knapping techniques. The techniques 

used suggest that this is most likely to be later prehistoric in date, either Bronze Age or 

Iron Age, and due to the lack of patination and damage seen on this flint; the feature may 

date to this period.   

 

Conclusion 

 

Six flints were recovered from the excavation with a majority of the flint likely to be 

residual within later features. The mixture of possible periods suggested by the struck flint 

shows that background activity from the Mesolithic to the Iron Age may be present within 

the vicinity of the site.  No further work is recommended with this material.  

 

 

10.3 Faunal Remains 

 

Julie Curl - Sylvanus - Archaeological, Natural History & Illustration 

 

Methodology 

 

The assessment was carried out following a modified version of guidelines by English 

Heritage (Davis, 1992). All of the bone was scanned to determine range of species and 
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elements present. A note was also made of butchering and any indications of skinning, 

hornworking and other modifications. When possible a record was made of ages and any 

other relevant information, such as pathologies. Counts and weights were noted for each 

context with additional counts for each species identified, counts were also taken of bone 

classed as ‘countable’ (Davis, 1992) and measureable bone.  As this is a small 

assemblage, all information was input directly into a table in this report.  

 

The bone assemblage 

 

Quantification, provenance and preservation 

 

A total of 452g of faunal remains, consisting of thirty pieces, was recovered from this 

excavation. Remains were produced from eight fills in six features. Features consist of 

extraction pits, a waste pit, a ditch and a furrow. Some of the remains were found with 

oyster shells and struck flints, no ceramics or artefacts were found to provide dating for 

the finds. Quantification of the remains by feature number, context, feature type, count 

and weight can be seen in Table 4.  
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2010 2012 Extraction Pit (Primary Fill) 3 6g 
2016 2017 Waste Pit 4 17g 
2018 2020A Extraction Pit 2 32g 
2023 2025A Extraction Pit 2 17g 
2029 2030A Ditch 5 71 
2029 2030B Ditch 1 12g 
2029 2030C Ditch 3 37g 
2063 2064 Furrow 10 260g 
Totals: 30 452g 
Table 4. Quantification of the faunal assemblage by feature, context, feature type, count 

and weight 

 

The bone is in good condition, although most of the remains had suffered some 

fragmentation from butchering and wear. None of the bone was burnt and no gnawing was 
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seen. The surfaces of the bone do not show any erosion or cracking which is typical with 

weathering, suggesting the bones were rapidly buried.  

 

Species range and modifications and other observations 

 

Four species were identified in this assemblage. Three of these were domestic food 

mammals, the fourth a wild mammal. Quantification of the remains by species, feature, 

context and NISP is presented in Table 4.  

 

Cattle were the most frequently identified and seen in five fills. The cattle remains 

consisted of a mature adult mandible in the furrow F2063. A particularly large cattle 

proximal phalange was found in the extraction pit fill 2020A.  

 

Pig/boar was seen in the extraction pit features 2010 and 2023. The porcine remains 

included both adult and young piglet remains, largely consisting of good quality meat-

bearing bones.  

 

Sheep/goat were found in two ditch fills of feature 2029. A sheep/goat upper molar was 

recovered from the fill 2030A and a radius shaft was found in the fill 2030C. 

 

A single brown hare tibia shaft was found in the ditch 2029, fill 2030C. 
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2018 2020A Extraction Pit Cattle 1 
2029 2030A Ditch Cattle 1 
2029 2030B Ditch Cattle 1 
2029 2030C Ditch Cattle 1 
2063 2064 Furrow Cattle 10 
2029 2030C Ditch Hare 1 
2016 2017 Waste Pit Mammal 4 
2018 2020A Extraction Pit Mammal 3 
2029 2030A Ditch Mammal 3 
2010 2012 Extraction Pit (Primary Fill) Pig/boar 3 
2023 2025A Extraction Pit Pig/boar 2 
2029 2030A Ditch Sheep 1 
2029 2030C Ditch Sheep/goat 1 
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Table 4. Quantification of the assemblage by feature, context , species and NISP 
 

Much of the bone showed some butchering. Chops were seen on larger bones from 

dismemberment and preparation of cuts of meat. Some cuts were seen from removal of 

the meat.  

 

No complete elements were present that would allow any further ageing or the collection 

of metrical data for estimation of stature and such data is of limited value given the lack of 

dates and the size of the assemblage. 

 

Conclusions and recommendations for further work 

 

This is a small assemblage consisting of secondary butchering and food waste, largely 

from the main domestic food mammals. Some hunting is evident with the presence of a 

butchered hare bone. Hares would have been readily available for trapping and hunting 

and a useful supplement to the diet and the fur might have been used. 

 

Firm conclusions and comparisons are difficult given the lack of dating for the remains, 

although this assemblage is quite typical for a wide range of periods. 

 

No further work is required for this particular assemblage.  

 
 
Shell 
 
Oyster shell was recovered from three features. The largest quantity was recovered from 

the fill 2030B of the ditch 2029.  

  

 

10.4 Plant macrofossils and other remains 

 

Anna West – Suffolk Archaeology CIC 

 

Introduction and methods 
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Four bulk samples were taken from archaeological features during the evaluation. All the 

samples were processed, by Suffolk Archaeology CIC, in order to assess the quality of 

preservation of plant remains and their potential to provide useful insight into the 

utilisation of local plant resources, agricultural activity and economic evidence from this 

site.  

 

The samples were processed using manual water flotation/washover and the flots were 

collected in a 300 micron mesh sieve. Once dried the flots were rapid scanned using a 

binocular microscope at x16 magnification and the presence of any plant macro remains or 

artefacts were recorded in Table 5. Identification of plant remains is with reference to New 

Flora of the British Isles (Stace 1995). 

 

The non-floating residues were collected in a 1mm mesh and sorted when dry and 

scanned with a magnet to retrieve any ferrous material. All artefacts/ ecofacts were 

retained for inclusion in the finds total. 

 

Quantification  

 

For this initial assessment, macro remains such as seeds, cereal grains and small animal 

bones were scanned and recorded quantitatively according to the following categories  

 # = 1-10, ## = 11-50, ### = 51+ specimens 

 

Remains that cannot be easily quantified such as charcoal, magnetic residues and 

fragmented bone have been scored for abundance 

+ = rare, ++ = moderate, +++ = abundant 

 

Results 

  

The preservation of the macrofossils within these samples was through charring and is 

generally fair to poor. Cereal grains were present in all the samples but are often puffed 

and fragmented making them difficult to identify in any detail at this stage. Fibrous 

rootlets were common within all of the flots, making up the majority of the material; these 

are regarded as modern contaminants within the archaeological deposits. 
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SS 
No 

Context 
No 

Feature/ 
cut no 

Feature 
type 

Approx 
date of 
deposit 

Flot contents 

1 2005 2004 Extraction 
Pit 

Medieval 
 

Charred cereal grains ##, 
Charcoal +, Un-charred weed 
seeds #, Snails ++, 
Amphibian/small mammal bones 
+, Rootlets ++ 

2 2009 2008 Well Medieval Charred cereal grains ##, 
Uncharred weed seeds #, 
Charcoal ++, Rootlets +, Snails 
+, Insect remains +, Coal 
fragments + 

3 2024 2023 Extraction 
Pit 

Medieval Charred cereal grains ##, 
Charcoal +, Snails +, Rootlets ++ 

4 2020 2018 Extraction 
Pit 

Medieval Charred cereal grains ##, 
Charred Legume #, Animal bone 
fragments #, Rootlets ++ 

Table 5. Plant macrofossils and other remains 

 

All the samples produced relatively small flots, between 10 and 25ml. Wood charcoal 

fragments were present within most of the flots but were highly comminuted making them 

unsuitable for species identification or radiocarbon dating. 

 

All the samples contained small quantities of charred cereal grains; a few of these were 

identifiable as barley (Hordeum sp.) or wheat (Triticum sp.) whilst others were possibly 

oats (Avena sp.). However the majority were puffed and fragmented, consistent with 

having been exposed to high temperatures, making identification difficult. No chaff 

elements were observed within any of the flots.  

 

A single fragment of what appears to be a legume was observed in Sample 4 from pit 

2018.  

 

Uncharred weed seeds in the form of Birch (Betula sp.), Docks (Rumex sp.), Goosefoots 

(Chenopodium sp.), Daisy family (Asteraceae) and Knotweed family (Polygonaceae) were 

present in Samples 1 and 2. Many of these seeds are uncharred and unabraded though 

and could possibly be modern contaminants within the archaeological deposits.  

 

The non-floating residues from the samples were scanned with a magnet to recover any 

ferrous material. Hammerscale and spheroids were recovered from the residues of Sample 
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1 from 2004 and Sample 2 from well 2008. Hammerscale and ferrous spheroids are 

formed during smithing and their presence suggests that metalworking may have been 

taking place in the near vicinity.  

 

Conclusions and recommendations for further work 

 

In general the samples were fair to poor in terms of identifiable material. A number of the 

cereal grains present within the samples would be identifiable to an archaeobotanist but 

many were too poorly preserved for precise identification.  Although no chaff elements 

were observed the cereal grains had been exposed to heat, so may represent the later 

stages of cereal processing or chance loss in a domestic hearth or oven.  

 

The single possible legume fragment observed may not be representative of the 

importance of pulses within the diet. As pulses do not need to be processed using heat in 

the same way as cereals, they are less likely to be exposed to chance preservation 

through charring and so are often under-represented within archaeological deposits.  

 

The material is fairly similar within all the samples and is fairly sparse and fragmented. It 

is possible that this material represents domestic waste which has been deliberately 

disposed of within the archaeological features; however as most of the material is very 

fragmented it is possible that it has been moved across the site through trample, wind or 

water action before becoming incorporated into the archaeological deposits.  

 

It is not recommended that any further work is carried out on the flot material from these 

samples.  
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11.0 DISCUSSION  

 

The results of the excavation show seven distinct phases of activity ranging in date from 

the Mesolithic to the modern periods.  

 

The most significant phases are Phases IV (12th – 13th C), V (12th – 14th C) and VI (15th 

– 17th C) relating to activity associated with the extraction of clay at the site followed by 

development of a roadside plot and agricultural use. 

 

 

Phase I (12000BC – 42AD) 

 

Phase I was represented by residual flint tool finds in several later features, the bulk of 

which were Mesolithic in date. The number of flint tools dating to this period is perhaps 

unusual, however the evidence is sufficient only to suggest a limited level prehistoric 

background activity. 

 

This is further supported by the results of SHER search data which shows little in the way 

of significant prehistoric activity in the vicinity of the site.  

 

 

Phase II (42AD – 410AD) 

 

Phase II comprised two Roman pit/posthole features dating from the late 1st to mid-2nd  

century AD which were located in the eastern area of the site. Residual pottery was also 

noted in later features to the north-west and during the evaluation, however the finds 

recovered during the excavation predate those recovered in the evaluation. This suggests 

more significant activity during the Roman period than in Phase I, however it is still 

relatively limited in nature.  

 

The concentration of features to the eastern edge of the site might suggest that there are 

more substantial remains present in that direction, however these may have suffered 

truncation from buildings associated with Quay’s Farm and later development. 
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Roman remains in the area are relatively sparse, with just three HER records locating 

Roman finds within 1km of the site. Human remains were identified to the north-east at St 

Giles Church (RBY024) and a worn brooch was found 300m to the west (RBY018). The 

pottery recovered during this excavation suggests some low level domestic activity in the 

vicinity of the site and an evaluation at the Rectory (RBY044) located 150m to the north-

west may have identified a more substantial concentration of this. A ditch containing 2nd – 

3rd century AD pottery and environmental evidence of crop processing and smithing was 

uncovered and the finds and remains are consistent with a small farm or villa complex. 

This type of activity if further consistent with the pattern of settlement in this part of East 

Anglia with small farms and villa complexes spread out and servicing smaller settlements 

such as Icklingham (4km north-west) and Ixworth (10km east).   

 

 

Phase III (11th – 12thC AD) 

 

Phase III relates to a period of limited activity comprising three features (2034, 2059 and 

2061) assigned to the early medieval period on the strength of their stratigraphic and 

alignment relationships with later features. Dating is tentative due to a paucity of finds 

from these features, however the boundary ditch 2034 is later recut to preserve the initial 

demarcation established in this phase and it persists until at least the 16th century.  

 

 

Phase IV (12th – 13thC AD) 

 

Phase IV marks a significant increase in activity on the site during the 12th and 13th 

centuries. Several large pits were excavated to exploit the natural silty clay deposits, 

probably for use in building construction such as wattle and daub or cob buildings which 

were typical in the medieval period. The similar profile of all the features and associated 

finds recovered suggests that these pits were excavated if not at the same time then in 

short succession of each other.  

 

The well (2008) identified in the north-eastern corner of the site adjacent to the medieval 

road might also suggest certain level of domestic activity close to the site, although this 

could also be indicative of animal husbandry. However, given the unlined and relatively 
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rough aspect of the feature and its close proximity to the extraction pits, it could also have 

provided a source of water for production of daub for use in building construction. 

These extraction pits were later used for domestic waste disposal. They generally 

contained faunal remains all of which carried butchery marks and evidence of preparation 

for food (Curl, 2015). The dominant animal species recovered from this phase was pig or 

boar. 

 

The environmental remains included charred cereal and legumes along with charcoal, also 

all indicative of domestic food production and consumption. Taken with the faunal 

remains, the evidence shows a wide range of food types were consumed and suggests a 

successful mixed agrarian economy.   

 

The extraction pits contained a wide range of medieval pottery. The inclusion of storage 

jars in the assemblage further supports idea that they were used in a domestic context 

rather than for purely agricultural waste. 

Similar extraction pits were excavated in Rendlesham in 2006 (Meredith, J. 2006) 64km 

east of Risby. Several large pits contained both medieval and residual Roman pottery 

similar to the deposition model apparent on this site. Crofts could be used either for arable 

cultivation or for pastoral agriculture (Dyer 2000, 69), and it is possible that the area to 

the south of the plot could have been used to sustain the rural economy, however any 

evidence for this has been lost to later agricultural use.   

 

The remaining features assigned to this phase consist of two postholes, 2014 and 2067 

which were both located in the north west of the site near extraction pits 2016 and 2018. 

Dating recovered places these features as contemporary with the extraction pits which 

means they could likely be associated with a nearby structure or fence.   

 

 

Phase V (12th – 14thC AD) 

 

Phase IV relates to the formalisation and demarcation of a mid-medieval roadside plot. 

Ditch 2029 defined a boundary forming a plot adjacent to the medieval road. It was 

excavated partially along the line of the Phase III boundary ditch 2034, but extended 

further to the east than the original boundary.  
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Ditch 2029 contained a number of sherds of pottery that have been dated to the 12th – 

14th centuries as well as evidence of hunting with the presence of a butchered brown hare 

bone noted in 2029C (Curl, 2015). The faunal assemblage was predominantly cattle, 

showing a distinct change from Phase IV. 

 

The roadside position of the site suggests that Phase V activity possibly represents an 

enclosed toft and croft arrangement. Many domestic peasant holdings medieval villages 

comprised a ‘toft’ fronting the street, and contained the domestic dwelling and associated 

buildings, and a larger ‘croft’ to the rear (Gies and Gies, 1991). Ditch 2029 seems to form 

a boundary consistent with this format, however no evidence of a dwelling was present.  

 

An archaeological investigation 130m west of the site (RBY038), found three linear 

features containing material indicating activity from the 12th century and suggesting 

activity to the rear of potential occupation along the road. The evidence recovered from 

this phase of activity suggests a similar model for this site. 

 

Similar roadside plots like this have been excavated throughout East Anglia with one 

example at Water Newton, Cambridgeshire bearing similar resemblance to this site. 

Excavations revealed three parallel ditches, representing three successive demarcations of 

a boundary aligned perpendicular to the Old Great North Road, and a series of pits and 

short linear features representing activity within a plot defined by the boundary. Possible 

beamslots may have represented a street frontage structure, (Newton, 2012). 

 

 

Phase VI (15th – 17thC AD) 

 

Phase VI shows a further distinct difference in activity between the north and south of the 

site, demarcated by the boundary ditch 2029 in Phase V. Further development of the plot 

in the north is contrasted with the use of ‘ridge and furrow’ agricultural practice in the 

south. This clear difference in activity between the two halves suggests the road side plot 

persisted in to at least the early post-medieval period. 

 

The northern half of the plot is likely to have remained in similar use to Phase V, although 

it is possible that the front of the plot was left open and it was certainly used for further 



 

  Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 
 

38 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 
 

low level extraction (pit 2010). This would suggest that the plot may have been 

incorporated into a larger plot, possibly the beginning of Quays’s Farm to the west.  The 

renewed mineral extraction also suggests some construction or repair work to nearby 

buildings which were not identified during the excavation.  

 

It is unlikely that the boundary identified in Phase V persisted into Phase as gully 2021 

cuts through it and the ‘ridge and furrow’ is located some distance to the south of it, 

although it does respect the alignment.  

 

The addition of the gully 2021 is more difficult to explain as it lies within the site 

boundary rather than appearing to define an edge. It’s clear that the overall plot boundary 

lies beyond the limit of excavation and this gully may be part of the internal structure of 

the plot, possibly for animal corralling.  

 

The features identified as ‘ridge and furrow’ 2045, 2047, 2049, 2051, 2063 and 2065 

were all highly irregular in profile, although relatively straight in plan. They define the 

shallow surviving base of ‘furrow’ as cut by the plough and clearly cut through earlier 

Phase IV features indicating a terminus post quem dating to the 13th century. This 

agricultural practice has its origins in the Anglo-Saxon period, however in Suffolk the 

majority of ‘ridge and furrow’ is identified as post-medieval (of 19 records in the HER, ten 

are dated post-medieval), although it almost certainly originated in the later medieval 

period, but persisted until removed by ‘cross ploughing’ in the 18th and 19th centuries 

(Liddiard, 1999).  

 

During the early post-medieval period, Risby parish was primarily a corn district with 

barley being the main cereal crop.  The distinct lack of faunal remains from Phase VI 

features along with the appearance of ridge and furrow agricultural practices also indicates 

a significant step change for the local economy. 

 

 

Phase VII (19th – 20thC AD) 

 

The final phase of activity is dates to the late 19th and early 20th century and marks the 

end of an unexpected hiatus in evidence for activity between the 17th and 19th centuries.  
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In general, the period between the 17th to 19th centuries normally shows a significant 

increase in settlement activity as villages became wealthier; benefiting from increased 

social stability and end to the disease and warfare that marked the end of the medieval 

and early post-medieval periods. This period of development and expansion is curiously 

absent from the archaeological record on this site, given its location at the heart of the 

village. 

 

Instead Phase VII recorded late 19th century building activity associated with Quay’s Farm 

to the east of the site (now housing) and in particular a small outbuilding which a map 

regression (Fig. 6) shows was constructed between 1884 and 1903 and subsequently 

demolished by 1927.  

 

It is likely that the site remained in agricultural use between Phases VI and VII, as 

indicated by the presence of subsoil 2001, and it was probably absorbed by Quay’s Farm, 

immediately to the east, rather than continuing as a road side plot.  

 

 

Site Development, Regional Research Agendas and Comparable Sites 

 

The site has particular potential to contribute to local research priorities relating to rural 

settlement in the medieval period. Areas of research identified include the development of 

different settlement types and the dynamics of medieval settlement, specifically how they 

appear, grow, shift and disappear (Medleycotte, M. 2011).  Also, the form and function of 

farm buildings, the size and shape of fields in relation to agricultural regimes and the 

relationship between rural and urban sites. 

 

The site has limited scope to provide insights into building form or function and field size 

or shape, however the site development from the early medieval (Phase III) to early post-

medieval (Phase VI) certainly contributes to local understanding of the evolution of rural 

medieval settlement. 

 

Risby is unusual in that it has two foci of similar late Anglo-Saxon/Norse date, the Church 

of St. Giles in the East on School Road and the current village green in the west along 

Flempton Road/South Street where the manorial demesne was located. These are 

separated by around 200m and patterns such as this would normally indicate a shifted 
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settlement in the later medieval period, however both developed in parallel. The site lies 

on the western edge of the core located around St. Giles Church and the results of the 

excavation suggest limited activity on the edge of this core until the 12th century Phase 

III).  

 

The Phase IV extraction pits and well (12th – 13th centuries) represent the first significant 

phase of site activity in the medieval period and suggests significant development in the 

vicinity of the site at this time. The mineral material recovered was almost certainly used 

in building construction and suggests a period of expansion for this part of village. The 

well suggests nearby domestic activity and may have been the catalyst for using the site 

for mineral extraction as its in itial construction would have identified the useful mineral 

source. The domestic waste material used to backfill the extraction pits and well has been 

very useful in identifying the nature of the local economy as being of a mixed agrarian 

nature.  

 

A similar site (RBY 038) located on the edge of the western core was evaluated by Suffolk 

County Council Archaeology Service in 2010 and identified three linear features with 

similar pottery to Phase VI (Craven, J. 2010), however the road frontage was not 

investigated during the evaluation and proper comparisons with this site are therefore 

difficult. However, it does show that perhaps the gap between the two cores was being 

filled at approximately the same time and that overall the village was growing in the first 

half of the medieval period. 

 

Phase V shows a distinct change in use from outlying mineral extraction and domestic 

waste disposal to something more formal in terms of a defined plot. It is likely that a small 

domestic building would have been associated with this, however no such feature was 

present in the area investigated and evidence may not have survived later ploughing or it 

lay beyond the limit of excavation. However Phase VI shows how this plot evolved 

significantly from Phase IV with a clear change to an arable economy evidenced by ‘ridge 

and furrow’ in the south. Further mineral extraction in the northern plot half of the site 

might be associated with continued building development or even indicate that this plot 

became part of the larger complex now known as Quay’s Farm.  

 

It is difficult to conclude as to whether Phases V and VI indicate continued growth of the 

settlement. The evidence points more to a stabilisation in size at the very least and more 
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important changes as to economy with more intensive farming practices and the 

development of an ‘open field’ system that was prevalent in the medieval period (Liddiard. 

1999). The cause and scale of these changes is a matter of speculation, however 

widespread mortality from the Black Death and subsequent social and economic changes 

are likely to have been a factor. The evidence from this excavation suggest a marked 

change in development rather than the decline seen in many other rural settlements 

 

Further excavation to the west of the site and to the east of the manorial core would be 

helpful in identifying the extent of any possible later medieval growth of the village. 

 

Three recent excavations of similar sites in Suffolk have been undertaken at 

Brettenham (BTT027), Darsham (DAR 030) and Whatfield (WHA 018). All three 

showed similar expansion to Risby in the 12th to 14th centuries with mixed 

agrarian economies (Mustchin et al.) and the laying out of defined boundaries and 

enclosures. The sites at Brettenham and Darsham also appeared consistent with 

the ‘toft and croft’ style holding that is suggested for the Risby site.  

 

However, the three sites appear to have undergone more significant abandonment 

or cessation of occupation in favour of open landscape farming during the 14th 

century, whereas Risby appears to have retained its roadside plot to some extent.  

 

The common theme to all these sites appears to be an early period of expansion 

lasting into the 14th century after which they underwent a significant change in 

usage in line with a more open field agricultural system.  It would be difficult not 

to attribute some of this change to the Black Death of the mid-14th century and 

significant change that it necessarily brought, however no firm evidence for this 

was found during any of the excavations.  
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12. CONCLUSIONS 

 

The excavation revealed seven phases of activity the most significant of which were the 

remains of a small mineral extraction industry (Phase IV) and later a roadside plot (Phases 

V and VI).  

 

An increase in site activity associated with clay extraction in the 12th – 14th centuries may 

point to a wider increase in population and development in the village at this time. This 

was a relatively short-lived phase of activity and was quickly replaced by a much longer 

period of agricultural ‘ridge and furrow’ cultivation activity which evolved along 

conventional, rural lines until the 20th century.  

 

Phase V is perhaps indicative of a medieval roadside plot using the croft and toft model, 

however no evidence of a street-front toft was encountered. It is likely that evidence of 

any structures associated with this activity have either been removed by ploughing or 

were beyond the limit of excavation. The latter is entirely possible as the northern area of 

the excavation was narrower than the southern area and a small plot between the 

excavation and Quay’s Farm (adjacent to the School Road) was not investigated (Fig. 8). 

 

Phase VI shows a marked change in activity relating to farming practice where the ‘toft 

and croft’ model gives way to the ‘open field’  agricultural system that lasted until 

enclosure in the post-medieval period. Unusually for this transition, the plot at the front of 

the site remained extant as indicated by later mineral extraction and might have formed 

part of the growing farm that is now Quay’s Farm. 

 

The results of the excavation afford a significant opportunity to add to the body of 

information regarding the development of Risby in the medieval and post-medieval 

periods. 

 

12.1 Publication 

 

A short summary publication report will be prepared and published in the Proceedings of 

the Suffolk Institute of Archaeology and History. 
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13 PROJECT ARCHIVE AND DEPOSITION 

 

A full archive will be prepared for all work undertaken in accordance with guidance from 

the Selection, Retention and Dispersion of Archaeological Collections, Archaeological 

Society for Museum Archaeologists, 1993.  Deposition will be with the Suffolk County 

Council Archaeology HER Store subject to agreement with the legal landowner where finds 

are concerned and in accordance with Deposition of Archaeological Archives in the 

Cambridgeshire County Council Archaeology Store, 2004. 

 

The archive will be quantified, ordered, indexed, cross-referenced and checked for internal 

consistency.  The material will be catalogued, labelled and packaged for transfer and 

storage in accordance with the guidelines set out in the United Kingdom Institute for 

Conservation's Conservation Guidelines No.2 and the Archaeological Archives Forum’s 

Archaeological Archives, A guide to best practice, compilation, transfer and curation 

(Brown, 2007). 
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APPENDIX 1  CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 
Context Type Associated 

Feature 
Description (L x W x D m) Finds /g 

(sherds or 
number) 

Spot Date Relationships Interpretation 

2000 Topsoil - Mid grey brown, friable silt, sand and 
clay 

   Modern topsoil  

2001 Subsoil - Dark grey brown, friable silty clay     

2002    VOID     

2003   VOID     

2004 Cut – 
Extraction Pit 

- Circular in plan, steep sloping sides. 
Concave base. (2.40 x 2.10 x 0.50m) 

  Cut by modern 
drain 

Medieval extraction pit 

2005 Primary 
Deposit  

2004 Light brown orange, compact, clayey 
silt, infrequent sub ang flint pebbles 
(2.40 x 2.10 x 0.50m) 

(4) 32g Med  Primary deposit in extraction pit, 
likely represents single tip / 
dumping event. 

2006 Secondary Fill 2004 Mid grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
frequent flint pebbles, (2.40 x 2.10 x 
0.22m max) 

    

2007 Natural  - Light brown yellow, compact, silty clay     

2008 Cut - Well - Circular in plan, steep almost vertical 
sides, base unknown, (2.60 x 1.84 x 
0.80m +) 

  Cut by 2010 and 
modern drain 

Cut of medieval well 

2009 Fill 2008 Dark brown black, loose clayey silt 
with organic matter, (2.60 x 1.84 x 
0.80m +) 

(5) 262g Med   

2010 Cut -  
Extraction Pit 

- Sub-rectangular in plan, steep side, 
flat base, aligned E-W, (4.36 x 2.30 x 
0.77m) 

  Cuts 2008 Medieval extraction pit 

2011 Primary Fill 2010 Mid orange brown, compact, clayey silt 
(4.36 x 2.30 x 0.77m) 

(2) 13g Med   

2012 Secondary Fill 2010 Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
infrequent chalk inclusions, (4.36 x 
2.30 x 0.58m max) 

    

2013 upper Fill  2010 Dark brown grey, compact, clayey silt, (15) 208g Med   
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(4.36 x 2.30 x 0.23m max) 

2014 Posthole - Circular in plan, step sloping sides, flat 
base, (0.79 x 0.76 x 0.48m) 

  Cuts 2016  

2015 Basal Fill  2014 Mid grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(0.79 x 0.76 x 0.30m) 

    

2016 Cut – Waste 
Pit 

 Sub-circular in plan, steep sloping 
sides, concave base, aligned N-S, 
(1.94 x 1.15 x 0.77,) 

  Cut by 2014 
Cuts 2018 

 

2017 Fill 2016 Mid orange brown. Compact, clayey 
silt, infrequent chalk pebbles, (1.94 x 
1.15 x 0.77m) 

(1) 4g 
(24) 215g 

RB 
Med 

  

2018 Cut – 
Extraction Pit 

- Circular in plan, steep sloping sides, 
concave base, aligned E-W, (2.42 x 
2.29 x 0.84m) 

  Cut by 2016 and 
2021 

 

2019 Primary Fill 2018 Mid orange brown, compact, clayey 
silt, (2.32 x 1.70 x 0.84) 

    

2020 Secondary Fill 2018 Mid grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
occasional flint pebbles 

(130) 3441g Med   

2021 A Cut - Gully - Linear in Plan, shallow sloping sides, 
concave base, aligned N-S, (1.54 x 
0.58 x 0.08m) 

  Cuts 2018  

2021 B Cut - Gully - Linear in Plan, shallow sloping sides, 
concave base, aligned N-S, (1.00 x 
0.55 x 0.16m) 

  Cuts 2059  

2021 C Cut - Gully - Linear in Plan, shallow sloping sides, 
concave base, aligned N-S, (1.00 x 
0.72 x 0.10m) 

  Cut by 2034  

2021 D Cut - Gully - Linear in Plan, shallow sloping sides, 
concave base, aligned N-S, (1.00 x 
0.40 x 0.10m) 

  Cuts 2061  

2021 E Cut - Gully - Linear in Plan, shallow sloping sides, 
concave base, aligned N-S, (1.00 x 
0.50 x 0.09m) 

    

2022 A Fill 2021 A Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.54 x 0.58 x 0.08m) 

    

2022B Fill 2021B Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 0.55 x 0.16m) 

(2) 13g Med   
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2022C Fill 2021C Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 0.72 x 0.10m) 

    

2022D Fill 2021D Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 0.40 x 0.10m) 

    

2022E Fill 2021E Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 0.50 x 0.09m) 

    

2023 Cut – 
Extraction Pit 

- Oval in plan. steep almost vertical 
sides, flat base, aligned N-S, (3.30 x 
2.00 x 1.00m) 

  Cuts 2034 
Cut by 2029 

 

2024 Primary Fill 2023 Light red orange, very compact, clayey 
silt, infrequent sub-ang flint, (3.30 x 
2.00 x 1.00m) 

(25) 150g Med   

2025 Secondary Fill 2023 Mid brown grey, very compact, clayey 
silt, frequent chalk & frequent small 
sub-ang flint, (3.30 x 2.00 x 0.70m 
max)  

    

2026 Tertiary Fill 2023 Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(3.30 x 2.00 x 0.32m max) 

    

2027 Cut - Pit - Sub-circular, shallow sloping sides, 
uneven base, (0.61 x 0.73 x 0.08m) 

    

2028 Fill 2027 Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(0.61 x 0.73 x 0.08m) 

(4) 19g Med   

2029A Cut - Ditch - Linear in plan, shallow sloping sides, 
concave base, aligned E-W, (1.00 x 
0.52 x 0.10m) 

   Medieval ditch, recut and extension 
of earlier ditch 2034 

2029B Cut - Ditch - Linear in plan, sloping sides, concave 
base, aligned E-W, (1.00 x 0.72 x 
0.18m) 

   Medieval ditch, recut and extension 
of earlier ditch 2034 

2029C Cut - Ditch - Linear in plan, sloping sides, concave 
base, aligned E-W, (1.00 x 1.07 x 
0.28m) 

  Cuts 2034 & 2023  

2029D Cut - Ditch - Linear in plan, sloping sides, concave 
base, aligned E-W, (1.00 x 0.72 x 
0.18m) 

  Cuts 2034  

2029E Cut - Ditch - Linear in plan, sloping sides, concave 
base, aligned E-W, (1.00 x 0.86 x 
0.34m) 

  Cuts 2034  
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2030A Fill 2029A Dark grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
infrequent sub-ang flint, (1.00 x 0.52 x 
0.10m) 

(5) 47g Med   

2030B Fill 2029B Dark grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
infrequent sub-ang flint, (1.00 x 1.07 x 
0.28m) 

    

2030C Fill 2029C Dark grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
infrequent sub-ang flint (1.00 x 1.07 x 
0.28m) 

(4) 27g Med   

2030D Fill 2029D Dark grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
infrequent sub-ang flint (1.00 x 0.72 x 
0.18m) 

(4) 30g Med   

2030E Fill 2029E Dark grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
infrequent sub-ang flint, (1.00 x 0.86 x 
0.34m) 

    

2031   VOID     

2032 Fill 2014 Light grey white, compact, silt clay, 
(0.80 x 0.76 0.36m max) 

(1) 2g Med   

2033 Fill 2014 Mid grey brown, compact, silty clay, 
(0.60 x 0.68 x 0.16m max) 

   Fill of post pipe void in post hole 
2014 

2034A Cut - Ditch - Linear in plan, steep v – shaped sides, 
flat base, aligned E-W, (0.34 x 0.84 x 
0.55m) 

  Cut by 2023 
Re-cut by 2029 

Likely terminus 

2034B Cut - Ditch - Linear in plan, steep v – shaped sides, 
concave base, aligned E-W, (1.00 x 
1.66 x 0.72m) 

  Re-cut by 2029  

2034C Cut - Ditch - Linear in plan, steep sloping sides, 
concave base, aligned E-W, (1.00 x 
1.78 x 0.50m) 

  Cuts 2021 
Cut by 2029 
Re-cut by 2029 

 

2035A Fill 2034A Mid orange brown, very compact, 
clayey silt, frequent sub-ang flint 
pebbles, (0.34 x 0.84 x 055m) 

    

2035B Fill 2034B Mid orange brown, very compact, 
clayey silt, frequent sub-ang flint 
pebbles, (0.1.00 x 7.78 x 050m) 

    

2035C Fill 2034C Mid orange brown, very compact, 
clayey silt, frequent sub-ang flint 
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pebbles, (1.00 x 1.78 x 050m) 

2035D Fill 2034D Mid orange brown, very compact, 
clayey silt, frequent sub-ang flint 
pebbles, (0.34 x 0.84 x 055m) 

    

2036 Cut – Posthole - Sub-oval, shallow sloping sides on the 
W and steep sloping sides on the E, 
concave base, aligned N-S, (0.80 x 
0.73 x 0.23m) 

    

2037 Fill 2036 Mid orange brown, compact, clayey 
silt, occasional sub-ang flint pebbles, 
(0.80 x 0.73 x 0.23m) 

(73) 308g RB   

2038 Cut - Pit - Circular, moderate sloping sides, 
concave base, (0.95 x 1.05 x 0.20m) 

    

2039 Fill 2038 Mid grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(0.95 x 1.05 x 0.20m) 

    

2040 Cut – 
Construction 
Cut 

- Rectangular in plan following outline of 
building, flat base, (1.00 x 0.23 x 
0.31m) 

  Cut by 2043 Construction cut for modern building 
2042 

2041 Fill 2040 Light grey brown, compact, silty clay, 
occasional chalk, (1.00 x 0.23 x 
0.31m) 

    

2042 Structure - Brick & mortar, 240 x 110 x 60mm 
Bricks, Frogged bonded with mortar, 
aligned N-S, (5.88 x 1.50 x 0.31m) 

   Former out building (possible coal 
shed or outhouse) 

2043 Cut - Ditch - Linear in plan, sloping sides, concave 
base, aligned N-S, (1.00 x 1.01 x 
0.40m) 

  Cuts 2040 Possible modern drainage ditch 

2044 Fill 2043 Mid grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 1.01 x 0.40m) 

    

2045 Cut - Furrow - Irregular linear in plan, shallow sloping 
sides, uneven base, aligned E-W (1.00 
x 1.00 x 0.08m) 

   Ridge and furrow 

2046 Fill 2045 Mid grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 1.00 x 0.08m) 

    

2047 Cut - Furrow - Irregular linear in plan, shallow sloping 
sides, uneven base, aligned E-W, (1.00 
x 0.38 x 0.04m) 

   Ridge and furrow 



 

 Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 
 

53 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved             Report Number 1120 

 
 

2048 Fill 2047 Mid grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 0.38 x 0.04) 

    

2049 Cut - Furrow - Irregular linear in plan, shallow sloping 
sides, concave base, aligned E-W, 
(1.00 x 0.44 x 0.06m) 

   Ridge and furrow 

2050 Fill 2049 Mid grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 0.44 x 0.06) 

    

2051A Cut -Furrow - Irregular linear in plan, shallow sloping 
sides, concave base, aligned E-W, 
(1.00 x 0.50 x 0.07m) 

   Ridge and furrow 

2051B Cut -Furrow - Irregular linear in plan, shallow sloping 
sides, concave base, aligned E-W, 
(1.00 x 0.74 x 0.22m) 

   Ridge and furrow 

2052A Fill 2051A Mid orange brown, loose, clayey silt, 
(1.00x 0.50 x 0.07m) 

(1) 62g RB   

2052B Fill 2051B Mid orange brown, loose, clayey silt, 
(1.00x 0.74 x 0.22m) 

    

2053 Cut – 
Extraction Pit 

 Circular in plan, steep sloping sides, 
concave base, (1.92 x 0.76 x 0.58m) 

  Cut by 2056 & 
Mod Geo-tech pit 

 

2054 Primary Fill 2054 Dark orange brown, very compact, 
clayey silt, occasional small sub-ang 
flint, (0.92 x 0.76 x 0.58m) 

    

2055 Upper Fill 2054 Mid grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
occasional chalk, (1.92 x 0.75 x 0.34m 
max) 

    

2056 Cut – 
Extraction pit 

- Circular in plan, step sloping sides, 
concave base, (2.21 x 2.41 x 0.88m) 

  Cuts 2053 
Cut by 2051 

 

2057 Primary Fill 2056 Mid orange brown, compact, clayey 
silt, infrequent chalk, (2.21 x 2.41 x 
0.88m) 

(1) 70g Med   

2058 Upper Fill 2056 Light grey brown, very compact, 
clayey silt, (2.21 x 2.41 x 0.54m max) 

    

2059 Cut - Gully - Linear in plan, shallow sloping sides, 
concave base, aligned E-W, (0.27 x 
0.21 x 0.17m) 

  Cut by 2021  

2060 Fill 2059 Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(0.27 x 0.21 x 0.17m) 
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2061 Cut - Pit - Sub circular in plan, shallow sloping 
sides, flat base, (1.48 x 0.52 x 0.09m) 

    

2062 Fill 2061 Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.48 x 0.52 x 0.09m) 

    

2063 Cut - Furrow - Irregular linear in plan, shallow sloping 
sides, concave base, aligned E-W, 
(1.00 x 0.68 x 0.18m) 

   Ridge and furrow 

2064 Fill 2063 Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 0.68 x 0.18m) 

(8) 149g RB   

2065 Cut - Furrow - Irregular linear in plan, shallow sloping 
sides, concave base, aligned E-W, 
(1.00 x 0.56 x 0.14m) 

   Ridge and furrow 

2066 Fill 2063 Light grey brown, compact, clayey silt, 
(1.00 x 0.56 x 0.14m) 

    

2067 Cut - Posthole - Sub circular in plan, steep sloping 
sides, flat base, (0.40 x 0.38 x 0.19m) 

    

2068 Fill 2067 Light orange brown, compact, clayey 
silt, (0.40 x 0.38 x 0.19m) 

    

2069 Cut - Pit - Oval in plan, shallow sloping sides, 
concave base, (0.57 x 0.75 x 0.17m) 

    

2070 Primary Fill 2069 Light grey brown, friable, clayey silt, 
(0.57 x 0.75 x 0.17m) 

    

2071 Secondary Fill 2069 Dark grey brown, compact, Clayey silt, 
(0.57 x 0.75 x 0.09m max) 
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APPENDIX 2  SPECIALIST CATALOGUE TABLES 
 
 
RBY 042 Pottery Catalogue By Context 
 
Context Cut Feature No Weight/g Fabrics Forms Condition Comments Date 
Roman          
2017 2016 Waste pit 1 4 GMG Body Abr Residual in medieval context Roman 
          

2037 2036 P/hole 73 308 WSF, BSW 
H 1/2, ?6, 
10, G, 
base 

Sli/some 
frg 

Good consistent group with 
some decorated pieces in 
particular ring and dot design 
(West 1989, 81); likely no 
later than early 2nd C 

c AD80-
120/?150 

          
2052 2051 Furrow 1 62 GMG Sieved 

base Sli  Roman 

          2064 2063 Furrow 8 149 GMB Base Sli All the same jar base Roman 

   83 523      
          Medieval          

2005 2004 Pit 4 32 ?STNE, 
EMW Body Sli 

Contains one possible MCW 
sherd which may suggest a 
12th C date 

11-12th C 

          
2009 2008 Well 5 262 ?EMW, 

MCW 
Bowl, 
c/pot base Sli The bowl rim is decorated on 

both the rim and side c 12th C 

          
2011 2010 Extraction 

pit 2 13 LMT C/pot rim Sli One possible UPG sherd 
present 15th-L16th C 

2013 2010 Extraction 
pit 15 208 

HFW, UPG, 
MCW, 
?EMW 

Jug rim 
x2, C/pot 
base 

Sli 
Contains one possible 
abraded late medieval glazed 
ware 

M12th-M13th 
C 

          
2032 2014 P/hole 1 2 EMW Body Sli/frag Presence of P/Med tile and 

fragmentary pot suggests 11th-12th C 
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mixed deposit 
          
2017 2016 Waste pit 24 215 

EMW, 
MCW, 
?BSW 

C/pot rim 
x2 Sli 

Contains one abraded Roman 
sherd. Combination of fabrics 
suggests c M/L12th C 

c 12th C 

          

2020a 2018 Extraction 
pit 66 2125 EMW/BSW 

Storage 
jar with 
flat base 

Sli/gd 

All the same vessel decorated 
with applied strip. Fabric has 
a smooth oxidised surface, 
contains coarse quartz, 
sparse clay pellets/red grog 
and common silver mica. 

c M/L12th C 

 2018 Extraction 
pit 36 794 EMW/MCW C/pot with 

flat rim Sli/gd  see above 

 2018 Extraction 
pit 2 3 GRIM Body Sli/frag Green glaze on reduced 

fabric, dated L12th-14th C see above 

 2018 Extraction 
pit 4 156 BSW Body Sli 

This is a good group that 
needs more work, especially 
on EMW fabric, sherds look 
thin but may be transitional 
to MCW possibly dated 
around M/L12th and 
pottential presence of BSW 
could make it L12th + 

see above 

2020b 2018 Extraction 
pit 22 363 

EMW, 
MCW, 
?BSW 

C/pot 
base, 
handle 
fragment 

Sli As before some fabrics look 
thin and may be transitional c 12th C 

          
2022b 2021 Gully 2 13 MCW, GRS Handle Sli Mixed 

M/L12th-
14th+16th-
17th 

          
2024a 2023 Extraction 

pit 10 61 EMW, MCW C/pot rim 
x2, base Sli/frg Could be c M/L12th c 12th C 



 

 Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 
 

57 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved             Report Number 1120 

 
 

2024b 2023 Extraction 
pit 6 31 STNE, MCW C/pot rim Abr-sli STNE is abraded looks 

residual. 
M/L12th-14th 
C 

2025a 2023 Extraction 
pit 9 58 ?EMW, 

MCW Body Sli/frg One sherd has an applied 
strip c 12th C 

          
2028 2027 Pit 4 19 HFW Body Sli At least three are from the 

same vessel 
M12th-M13th 
C 

          
2030a 2029 Ditch 5 47 MCW C/pot rim Abr-sli The C/pot rm is abraded c M/L12th-

14th C 

2030c 2029 Ditch 4 27 EMW, MCW C/pot rim Sli Abraded tile fragment 
present in fill c 12th C 

2030d 2029 Ditch 4 30 EMW, MCW  Sli An abraded tile fragment is 
present which looks P/Med c 12th C 

          
2057 2056 Pit 1 70 EMW C/pot rim Sli 

Decorated with grooves on 
body, contains grog/clay 
pellets 

11th-12th 

   226 4529      
          CBM          
2032 2014 P/hole 7 56 Msfe Tile Abr  L/Med/Pmed 
2030c 2029 Ditch 2 88 Ms, Mscp Tile/brick Abr  L/Med/Pmed 
2030d 2029 Ditch 1 31 Msfe Tile Abr Looks P/Med ?L/Med/Pmed 
   10 175      
 
Appendix *1 
 
Fabric and form codes 
 
Roman 
 
BSW    Black surfaced/Romanising grey ware 
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GMB    Micaceous black surfaced grey wares 
GMG    Micaceous grey wares 
WSF    West Stow fine reduced ware 
 
Form codes; G = jar, H = beaker 
 
Medieval 
 
EMW    Early medieval coarsewares 
MCW    General medieval coarsewares 
STNE    St Neots ware 
BSW    Bury coarsewares 
GRIM    Grimston glazed ware 
HFW    Hedingham glazed ware 
UPG    Unsourced glazed ware 
LMT    Late medieval transitional ware 
 
CBM 
 
Ms    Medium sandy fabric 
Msfe    Medium sandy with ferrous inclusions 
Mscp    Medium sand with clay pellets/grog 
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RBY 042 Catalogue Of Animal Bone 
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201
0 

2012 Extractio
n Pit 
(Prim. 
Fill) 

3 6 Pig/boar 3  3 Upper 
limb and 
foot 

.5 1       Young piglet, 
humerus & 
phalange fragments 

201
6 

2017 Waste Pit 4 17 Mamma
l 

4             

201
8 

2020
A 

Extractio
n Pit 

2 32 Cattle 1 1  Foot  .5 1       Large proximal 
phalange  

201
8 

2020
A 

Extractio
n Pit 

Mamma
l 

             

202
3 

2025
A 

Extractio
n Pit 

2 17 Pig/boar 2 2  Upper 
limb, 
scapula 

 2 1      Humerus, scapula 
frag  

202
9 

2030
A 

Ditch 5 71 Cattle 1 1  Vertebrae         Axis vertebrae 

202
9 

2030
A 

Ditch Sheep 1   Molar         Upper molar 

202
9 

2030
A 

Ditch Mamma
l 

3             

202
9 

2030
B 

Ditch 1 12 Cattle 1 1  Rib   1       

202
9 

2030
C 

Ditch 3 37 Cattle 1 1  Lower 
limb 

1 1       Talus 
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202
9 

2030
C 

Ditch   Sheep/ 
goat 

1 1  Limb  1       Radius shaft 

202
9 

2030
C 

Ditch   Hare 1   Limb         Tibia 

206
3 

2064 Furrow 10 26
0 

Cattle 10 1  Mandible 1 1       Mandible frag with 
M1/2 & 3 in situ, 
other mandible 
frags 

 
Key: 
NISP = Number of Individual Species elements Present 
Age – a = adult, j = juvenile (older than 1 month) 
Count = Countable, following Davis, 1992 
Butchering = c = cut, ch = chopped 
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APPENDIX 3  CONCORDNACE OF FINDS 
 
 
FEATURE  FEATURE LAYER/FILL LAYER/FILL SPOT POTTERY  CBM A. BONE O. SHELL B. FLINT STRUCK FLINT 
CONTEXT TYPE CONTEXT DESCRIPTION DATE  /g(sherds) /g(number) /g(number) /g(number) /g(number) /g(number) 
2004 Pit 2005 Fill  Med 34 (4)           
2008 Well 2009 Fill  Med 281 (5)     6 (1) 28 (1) 9 (1) 

2010 
Extraction 
Pit 2011 Primary Fill  Med 14 (2)           

    2012         6 (3)     68 (1) 
    2013     220 (15)           
2014 Posthole 2032 Packing Fill of Posthole  Med 3 (1) 64 (7)         
2016 Waste Pit 2017 Fill  Med 227 (27)   17 (4)     5 (1) 

2018 
Extraction 
Pit 2020 A Upper Fill  Med 3151 (104)   32 (2)     16 (1) 

    2020 B Upper Fill  Med 380 (22)         1 (1) 
2021 Gully 2022 B Upper Fill  Med 15 (2) 97 (2)         

2023 
Extraction 
Pit 2024 A Primary Fill of Pit  Med 71 (10)           

    2024 B    Med 38 (6)           
    2025 A Secondary Fill of Pit  Med 65 (9)   17 (2)       
2027 Pit 2028 Fill  Med 23 (4)           
2029 Ditch 2030 A Fill  Med 46 (4) 4 (1) 71 (4)       
    2030 B         12 (1) 180 (30)     
    2030 C    Med 29 (4)   37 (3) 15 (1)     
    2030 D    Med 34 (4) 35 (1)       9 (1) 
2036 Posthole 2037 Fill  Roman 345 (72)           
2051 Furrow 2052 Fill  Roman 63 (1)           
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APPENDIX 4  OASIS SHEET (Copied from OASIS page)  
 

 
 

 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

63 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 

 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

64 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 

 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

65 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
APPENDIX 5  WRITTEN SCHEME OF INVESTIGATION (Copy) 

 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

66 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

67 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

68 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

69 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

70 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

71 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

72 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

73 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

74 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

75 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

76 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

77 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

78 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

79 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

80 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 

 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

81 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

82 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

83 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

84 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

85 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 

 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

86 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 

 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

87 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 

 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

88 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

89 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 
 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

90 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 

 



 

Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk 
Archaeological Excavation Report 

Project Number 1118 

 

91 
©Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016 all rights reserved          Report Number 1120 
 

 



Churchmead House

T

r
a
c
k

Track

14

18

1

9

9

3

6

1

HANBURY PADDOCKS

Coach House

The

Avenue

House

SCHOOL ROAD

Lethrede

House

Quay's

Shelter

Old

1

Abbotsley

El Sub Sta

7

1

W

A

Y

18

Brambles

1

School House

T

H

E

 
A

V

E

N

U

E

2
2

St Giles'

1

70.3m

1

1

1

Quay's Barn

6

West Glebe

Church

1

3

Gate

8

3
1

Q
U

A
Y

'
S

 
R

O
A

D

Cottage

66.1m

A
L
E

X
A

N
D

E
R

Lodge

LB

House

1
3

The Rectory

5

C
o
t
t
a
g
e

Lych Gate

Church

The Old Rectory

Laurel

7

G

I

L

E

S

3

Wild Thyme

Melrose

W

A

Y

C
h
u
r
c
h
 
H

o
u
s
e

6

6

1
0

Avenue Cottages

2

G
a
t
e
 
H

o
u
s
e

1
3

2
7

1
3

1

1

6

The

L
A

N
E

68.8m

New Leaf Wood

Cottages

Pond

CHURCH CLOSE

7

St Giles

H

A

L

L

Pond

Hideaway

A

 
1

4

Pond

P

a

t
h

 
(
u

m

)

Pond

T

r
a

c

k

Path

P

a

t
h

P

a
th

Lodge

Nursing Home

Risby Hall

C

R

E

D

 
a

n

d

 
W

a

r
d

 
B

d

y

Cottage

Farm

Hall

Risby Business Park

A
8

A
1

Risby

Voluntary Controlled

Church of England

Primary School

A

 

1

4

Mulberry Farm

Southview

T

r
a
c
k

Tanks

Lodge

Tudor

Culross

House

Orchard

1

1

D

r

i

f

t

w

o

o

d

House

4

Lower Farm

9

2
3

1

Cottage

South

58.0m

LB

Woven Gables

F

L

E

M

P

T

O

N

 

R

O

A

D

1
0

Chestnuts

GP

Troodos

2

2

64.4m

The Green

Howgate

Pond

Charman's

H

A

L

L

 

L

A

N

E

1

2
9

Legia

4

4

The

Appynest

Copsewood

Cottage

7

57.1m

T

r

a

c

k

7

 
t
o

 
9

56.5m

Elder Cottage

3
4

F
o
x
 
C

o
t
t
a
g

e

1
3

Thornwood

S
C

H

O

O

L
 R

O

A
D

Rose Cottage

56.4m

O

R

C

H

A

R

D

21

Pond

6

57.7m

C

h

a

r

m

a

n

'
s

 
F

a

r

m

 
C

o

t
t
a

g

e1

Risby Manor North

1

Risby Barn

Farm

1
1

The

5

3

.

2

m

LB

5

8

Orchard Cottages

D

r

a

i

n

The Crown

Manor Close

Omahanui

T

h

e

 
F

o

r

g

e

C
a
g
e
 
C

o
t
t
a
g
e

View

1
2

Manor Cottage

1
5

2
8

1

0

4

The Beeches

TCB

1

2

Sycamore

Brigholme

Allotment Gardens

Manor Cottage

Brambles

Lower Farm

Lindum

Risby Place

Lodge

House

War Memorial

P

o

n

d

LB

Leaze

2

P

o

n

d

Dove Cottage

South

2

A
Y

LM
E

R
 C

LO
S

E

Little Manor

7

Galdana House

Shelter

Risby

8

Welham House

W

E

L

H

A

M

 

L

A

N

E

Risby

High Trees

Tank

55.2m

2

2

1
8

Kilrush

CLOSE

53.6m

1

5

Dunroamin

Manor

S
O

U
T

H
 
S

T
R

E
E

T

Manor

1

5

4

W

O

O

D

L

A

N

D

 
C

L

O

S

E

and Castle

24

(PH)

Hall

Holly Cottage

Lodge

Little

Springside

Deers Lodge

S

O

U

T

H

 
S

T

R

E

E

T

65.8m

66.5m

3

2

Copper Leaves

MS

2

9

N

E

W

M

A

R

K

E

T

 

R

O

A

D

House

Wedgeland

Kestrel Keep

67.5m

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

1

MCA

N

FIGURE:

266300

Reproduced on plans supplied by the client

from the Ordnance Survey map with the

permission of the controller of Her Majesty’s

Stationery Office. Licence number:

100052663.

© CROWN COPYRIGHT 2015.

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

GENERAL LOCATION PLAN

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 1

580000

Site Boundary

SITE

Norfolk

Suffolk

Essex

RISBY

IPSWICH

Bury St Edmunds

Lowestoft

Haverhill

0 300m

1:5000



UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

2

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

SHER DATA - MONUMENT PLAN

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 1

Site Boundary

Modern Record

Post-medieval Record

Medieval Record

Anglo Saxon Record

Roman Record

Iron Age Record

Bronze Age Record

Neolithic Record

Mesolithic Record

Palaeolithic Record

Multiperiod Record

Undated Record

HER Search Area

0 500m

1:10000

Based on data supplied by SHER and

reproduced from the Ordnance Survey map

with the permission of the controller of Her

Majesty’s Stationery Office. Licence number:

100052663.

© CROWN COPYRIGHT 2015.



UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

3

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

SHER DATA - ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES &

CONSERVATION AREA

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 1

Site Boundary

Conservation Area

Registered Parks & Gardens

Scheduled Monuments

Archaeological Event

HER Search Area

0 500m

1:10000

Based on data supplied by SHER and

reproduced from the Ordnance Survey map

with the permission of the controller of Her

Majesty’s Stationery Office. Licence number:

100052663.

© CROWN COPYRIGHT 2015.



UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

4

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

SHER DATA - LISTED BUILDINGS

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 1

Site Boundary

Grade I

Grade II*

Grade II

HER Search Area

0 50cm

1:10

Based on data supplied by SHER and

reproduced from the Ordnance Survey map

with the permission of the controller of Her

Majesty’s Stationery Office. Licence number:

100052663.

© CROWN COPYRIGHT 2015.



First Ed. Ordnance Survey - 1884 Sheet

Suffolk XLIV NW

Second Ed. Ordnance Survey - 1903 Sheet

Suffolk XLIV NW

Revised Ed. Ordnance Survey - 1927 Sheet

Suffolk XLIV NW

Revised Ed. Ordnance Survey - 1952 Sheet

Suffolk XLIV NW

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

5

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

MAP REGRESSION

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 1

Site Boundary

0 500m

1:10000



UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

6

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

FEATURE PLAN

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 1

Site Boundary

Modern Feature

Archaelogical Feature

Limit of Excavation

Natural Feature

0 10m

1:200



2018

2016

2014

2067

2004

2069

2010

2008

2027

2021

2049

2059

2029

2023

2034

2036

2038

2043

2042

2040

2065

2063

2047

2051

2056

2053

Natural Feature

2045

2061

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

7

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE PLAN

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Site Boundary

0 10m

1:200

Phase VII - Late Post-medieval to Modern

Phase VI - L. Medieval/E. Post-Medieval (15 -

17 C)

Phase IV - Early to Mid Medieval (12 - 13 C)

Phase III- Early Medieval (11 - 12 C)

Phase II - Roman

Modern

Archaeology Undated

Phase V - Middle Medieval (12th - 14th C)

Natural Undated



2018

2018

2016

2014

2067

2004

2069

2010

2008

Modern

Services

2027

2021b

2049

2059

2034c

2029e

2029a

2029b

2023

2034b

2029d

2029c

2034a

2061

2021c

2021d

2021e

2036

2038

2043

2042

2040

2065

2063a

2047

2045

2051a

2051b

2056

2053

2063b

Natural Feature

SS 2

SS 1

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

8

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

EXCAVATED FEATURE PLAN

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Site Boundary

Former Trial Trench

Modern Feature

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

SS1

Natural Feature

Sample Section

0 10m

1:200



W
E

W E

2036

2036

2037

2038

2038

2039

PHASES I & II - PREHISTORIC & ROMAN

2036

2038

DP1 - Pit 2036 - View N

DP2 - Pit 2038 - View N

S2

Section 2 - Pit 2038

S1

Section 1 - Pit 2036

2029

2018

2016

2008

2010

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

9

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASES I & II - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Phase II - Roman Features

Phase I - Residual Prehistoric Finds

Section Line

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10



2034

2029

E W NS

2022c

2022c

2030e

2035c

2034c

2029e

2021c

PHASE III - EARLY MEDIEVAL (11 - 12C)

2034

2021

2021

DP4 - Gully 2059 - View E

DP3 - Ditches 2029e & 2034c - View E

Section 3 - Ditches 2034c, 2029e & Gully 2021c

S3

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

10

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE III - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 1m

1:20

0 50cm

1:10

Phase III Features



SN

W

E

2013

2012

2011

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2009

2008

W E WE

2013

2012

2011

2010

2013

2012

2011

2010

2008

2009

Modern

Services

2008

2010

DP5 - Well 2008 & Extraction Pit 2010 - View S

DP6 - Well 2008 & Modern Service Pipe - View

E

S6

Section 6 - Well 2008 & Extraction Pit 2010

2056

2053

2023

2027

2018

2016

2014

2004

2069

2067

S7

Section 7 - Well 2008 & Extraction Pit 2010

PHASE IV - EARLY To MID MEDIEVAL (13 - 13C)

2008

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

11

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE IV - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - CONTINUED

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 3m

1:50

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

Phase IV Features



W

2006

2005

2004

E

E

W

E

W

W W

2028

2027

2027

2069

2071

2070

2069

2067

2068

2067

PHASE IV - Continued

2004

2006

Section 8 -  Pit 2004

S8

DP7 - Pit 2004 - View N

DP8 - Pit 2067 - View N

S9

S10

S11

Section 9 -  Pit 2067

Section 10 -  Pit 2069

Section 11 -  Pit 2027

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

12

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE IV - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20



2021

2018

2016

2014

PHASE IV - Continued

S13

S12

E EW W

2033

2034

2035

2014

2017

2020a

2019a

2020b

2019b

2018

2018

2016

W N NSSE

2020a

2020b

2019b

2019b

2018a

2018b

2021a

2022a

2022a

Section 12 -  Pit 2018 & Gully 2021

Section 13 -  Pits 2018, 2016 & 2014

DP9 - Pits 2018, 2016 & 2014 - View N

DP10 - Pits 2018 & Gully 2021 - View W

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

13

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE IV - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - continued

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20



N N S

W

E

E E

E

S

W

2034

2029

2023

2026

2025

2024

2023

2030c

2023

2029c

2026

2025

2024

2026

2025

2024

2026

2025

2024

2023

2023

2034a

2029c

2030c

2035a

PHASE IV - Continued

DP11 - Pit 2023, Ditches 2029 & 2034 - View N

DP12 - Ditches 2029c & 2034a  - View W

S15

S14

S16

Section 14 -  Pit 2023 & Ditch 2029c

Section 15 -  Pit 2023

Section 16 -  Ditches 2029c & 2034a

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

14

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE IV - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - continued

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20



N S

2053

2056

2051

2053

2055

2054

2058

2057 2056

2052b

2051b

PHASE IV - Continued

DP13 - Pits 2053 & 2056, Furrow 2051 - View E

DP14 - Well 2008 & Extraction Pit 2010 - View

W

S17

Section 17 - Pits 2053 & 2056 and Furrow 2051

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

15

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE IV - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - continued

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20



N S

2030a

2029a

N S

2030b

2029b

N S

2034b

2029d

2030d

2035b

2034

2029

2035

2030 2035

2029a

2029b

PHASE V - MIDDLE MEDIEVAL  (12 - 14C)

DP15 - Ditches 2029d & 2034b - View E

2029

S18

S19

S20

Section 18 - Ditch 2029a

Section 19 - Ditch 2029b

Section 20 - Ditches 2029d & 2034b

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

16

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE V - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

Phase V Features



S

N

S

N

N S

N S

N S

2049

2051

2000

2001

2049a

2050a

2000

2001

2052a

2051a

2045b

2046b

2063a

2064

2063a

2045b

2065

2066

2065

2010

2021

PHASE VI - LATE MEDIEVAL/EARLY POST-MEDIEVAL (15 - 17C)

DP16 - Furrow 2049a & Sample Section 2 -

View W

S22

S21

S23

S24

S25

Section 21 - Furrow 2065

Section 22 - Furrow 2063a

Section 23 - Furrow 2046b

Section 24 - Furrow 2049a & SS2

Section 25 - Furrow 2052a & SS1

2065

2063

2049

2047

2045

2051

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

17

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE VI - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - continued

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 1

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20



SN

W

E

2013

2012

2011

2013

2012

2011

2010

2009

2009

2008

W E WE

2013

2012

2011

2010

2013

2012

2011

2010

2008

2009

Modern

Services

2008

2010

S26

Section 26 - Well 2008 & Extraction Pit 2010

S27

Section 27 - Well 2008 & Extraction Pit 2010

DP17 - Well 2008 & Extraction Pit 2010 - View

SW

DP18 - Well 2008 & Extraction Pit 2010 - View

N

PHASE VI - Continued

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

18

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE VI - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - continued

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 3m

1:50

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20



W E

E W

2021e

2022e

2021e

2021b

2022b

PHASE VI - Continued

E W

2021

2061

2022d

2062

2061

2021d

S29

Section 29 -Pit 2061 & Gully 2021d

2059

2021

S28

DP19 - Gully 2021e - View N

DP20 - Gullies 2021b and 2059a - View N

S30

Section 28 - Gullies 2021b & 2059a

Section 30 - Gully 2021e

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

19

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE VI - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - continued

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20



S N EW

S

N

S

N

2000

2001

2047a

2048a

2000

2001

2045a

2046a

2047

2045a

DP21 - Furrow 2045a & SS4- View W

PHASE VI - Continued

2063

2063

Natural Feature

2064

2064

Natural Feature

Section 31 - Furrow 2047a & SS3

2049

S31

S32

Section 32 - Furrow 2045a & SS4

S33

Section 33 - Furrow 2063

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

20

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE VI - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - continued

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20

0 50cm

1:10



W W

2043

2040

2041

2042

2042

2042

2043

2040

PHASE VII -  LATE POST-MEDIEVAL to MODERN

S34

Section 34 - Ditch 2043 & Wall 2042

DP22 - Ditch 2043 & 2042 - View N

2043

2040

2042

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

21

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

PHASE VII - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - continued

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 2

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

Post-medieval Features

Post-medieval Features



W E SN

2021

2061

2021b

2059a

2060a

2022b

2060a

2059a

2059

2021

2061

2059

S4

S5

Section 5 -  Gullies 2021b & 2059a

DP4 - Gully 2059 - View E

E W

2022d

2062

2061

2021d

Section 4 -Pit 2061 & Gully 2021d

UNDATED FEATURES

UNIT 2

THE OLD WOOL WAREHOUSE

ST ANDREWS STREET SOUTH

BURY ST EDMUNDS

SUFFOLK

IP33 3PH

22

MCA

N

FIGURE:

BRITANNIA ARCHAEOLOGY LTD

T: 01449 763034

E: info@britannia-archaeology.com

W: www.britannia-archaeology.com

AUTHOR:

APPROVED:

DATE: PLOT: VERSION:

JAN 2016

MB

DESCRIPTION:

UNDATED - PLANS, SECTION &

PHOTOGRAPHS - continued

PROJECT:

CLIENT:

© Copyright Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2016

LAND SOUTH OF ROAD, RISBY, SUFFOLK

580000 266300

NGR: REF:

R1120

A3 1

Excavated Feature

Limit of Excavation

Section Line

Post-medieval Features

Post-medieval Features

0 50cm

1:10

0 50cm

1:10

0 1m

1:20

0 1m

1:20


	R1120; P1118; Land South of School Road, Risby, Suffolk - EXC FINAL 
	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig1
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.1


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig2
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.2


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig3
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.3


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig4
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.4


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig5
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.5


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig6
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.6


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig7
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.7


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig8
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.8


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig9
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.9


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig10
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.10


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig11
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.11


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig12
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.12


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig13
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.13


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig14
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.14


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig15
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.15


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig16
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.16


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig17
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.17


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig18
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.18


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig19
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.19


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig20
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.20


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig21
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.21


	P1118 School Lane, Risby v2 Fig22
	Sheets and Views
	P1118 School Lane, Risby Excav 2-FIG.22



