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DISCLAIMER 
 
The material contained within this report was prepared for an individual client 
and solely for the benefit of that client and the contents should not be relied upon 
by any third party. The results and interpretation of the report cannot be 
considered an absolute representation of the archaeological or any other 
remains. Britannia Archaeology Ltd will not be held liable for any error of fact 
resulting in loss or damage, direct, indirect or consequential, through misuse of, 
or actions based on the material contained within by any third party.     
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Abstract  
 
On the 19th March 2018, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook a trial trench 
evaluation on behalf of Marks Heeley in advance of the erection of 14 dwellings located at 
Birch Lodge, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Essex (NGR TQ 8974 9430) (Fig. 1). 
 
The archaeological background suggested a medium to high potential to encounter 
remains dating to the Iron Age, Anglo-Saxon, medieval and post-medieval. There was also 
a low potential for encountering archaeology from all other periods. 
 
Despite the above potential, the evaluation did not encounter any archaeological features 
or finds.  Two phases of activity were identified.  The first phase relates to the previous 
use of the site as agricultural fields during the post-medieval period and early-mid modern 
period. This phase is represented by Agricultural Sub Soil 1005. 
 
The second phase relates to the landscaping and levelling of the site for the construction 
of the house in the early 1970s (still extant) which is represented by Made Ground layers 
1002 and 1004, and Levelling Layer 1003. 
 
Despite the potential for archaeological features from the Iron Age through to the post-
medieval period none were identified during the evaluation. The evaluation did however 
identify a fragment of a post-medieval/modern sub soil which confirms the site’s previous 
use as an agricultural field during the post-medieval and modern periods before being 
landscaped and levelled for the construction of the house and garden in the early 1970s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
© Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2018 all rights reserved     Report Number 1195 



  Birch Lodge, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Essex 
Archaeological Evaluation 

 
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 
On the 19th March 2018, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook a trial trench evaluation 
on behalf of Marks Heeley in advance of the erection of 14 dwellings located at Birch Lodge, 
Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Essex (NGR TQ 8974 9430) (Fig. 1).  
 
The evaluation was undertaken in response to a design brief issued by Essex County 
Council Place Services (ECCPS) (Bennett, A. dated 23rd June 2017) which required a 
programme of linear trial trenching to sample 5% of the threatened available area which 
was originally comprised of four 25.00m x 1.80m trenches and one 15.00m x 1.80m 
trench. However due to the presence of live services at the front of the currently inhabited 
house and with the agreement of ECCPS, Trench 5 was split and two 5.00m x 1.80m 
trenches were excavated, one at the east side and one at the west of the available area. 
 
 
2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION (Fig. 1) 
 
The site was located in the southwest of Canewdon which lies c.6km north of Southend-
on-sea (Fig. 1). 
 
The bedrock geology is described as London Clay Formation - Clay, Silt and Sand. This is 
a sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 48 to 56 million years ago in the Palaeogene 
Period, when the local environment was previously dominated by deep seas (BGS, 2018) 
 
No superficial geology has been recorded at this location (BGS, 2018). 
 
 
3.0 PLANNING POLICIES  
 
The archaeological investigation was carried out on the recommendation of the local 
planning authority, following guidance laid down by the National Planning and Policy 
Framework (NPPF, DCLD 2012). The relevant local policy is found in the Rochford District 
Council Core Strategy (adopted December 2011) at Policy ENV1. 
 
 
4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND (Fig. 2, 3 & 4) 
 
The following archaeological background utilises the Essex Historic Environment Record 
(HER) (1km search centred on the site), Historic England PastScape 
(www.pastscape.org.uk), Rochford District Historic Environment Characterisation Project, 
and the Archaeological Data Service (www.ads.ahds.ac.uk) (ADS) (Fig. 2 & 3).  
 
The EHER data shows that the proposed development site is within an area which contains 
a range of multi-period archaeological deposits. The earliest phase comprises a cremation 
pit (EHER 12193) located c.360m north-east which contained fragments of human bone, 
daub and a fragment of struck flint identified as Lower Palaeolithic to late Bronze Age date. 
The most significant prehistoric monument record lies adjacent and to the west of the site. 
The evaluation Three Acres, Anchor lane, Canewdon (EEX59114) in 2016 identified 42 
ditches, pits and gullies dating to the Iron Age, medieval and post-medieval periods. 
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No heritage assets relating to Roman occupation of Canewdon were returned in the search. 
 
The name ‘Canewdon’ is first used in reference to the village in Domesday Book showing 
that the settlement was already established by this time. The name Canewdon is thought 
to be early Saxon in origin and would have meant ‘hill of the people of Cana’. The location 
of the centre of Anglo-Saxon Canewdon is unknown, it is likely to have focused around the 
church (ESHER 13599) and Canewdon Hall (EHER 14990) located c.250m north of the 
proposed development site.  
 
The parish church of St Nicholas (EHER 13599) is known to have been in existence in 
1100, and it is probable that a church existed on the site prior to the Norman Conquest. 
The existing building is unusually large for a rural parish church, two reasons have been 
hypothesised for this; either its size and plan reflects an origin as the Minster built by King 
Canute in 1020 to commemorate the dead of the battle of Assendune, or that it owes its 
origns to the power and wealth of its patron Swein of Essex.  
 
Canewdon is an example of a late Saxon/early medieval settlement with a primary focus 
on the church/hall complex surrounded by a wider dispersed pattern of manorial halls of 
Canewdon, Pudsey, Apton, Scotts and Lambourne, a settlement pattern which was 
developed to exploit the economic potential of upland marshland and creek (Scrutton 
2006).  
 
By the later medieval and post-medieval period, with the development of the village along 
the High Street east of the church/hall complex. 
 
Given the above, there was a medium to high potential to encounter remains dating to 
the Iron Age, Anglo-Saxon, medieval and post-medieval. There was a low potential for all 
other periods. 
 
 
5.0 PROJECT AIMS 
 
The ECCPS Brief (Bennett, A. Section 5) stated that the evaluation should aim to 
determine, the location, extent, date, character, condition, significance and quality of any 
surviving archaeology liable to be threatened by the proposed development. An adequate 
representative sample of all areas where archaeological remains were potentially 
threatened was to be studied. 
 
 
6.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
 
Research objectives for the project were in line with those laid out in Research and 
Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of England, East Anglian 
Archaeology Occasional Paper 24 (Medlycott, 2011).   
 
Specific objectives outlined in the brief stated that a particular importance be placed on: 
 

• the amount of truncation to buried deposits,  
• the presence or absence of a palaeosol or 'B' horizon, 
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• the preservation of deposits within negative features, 
• site formation processes. 

 
An assessment of the environmental potential of the site through examination of suitable 
deposits was also to be arranged with a suitably qualified specialist.  Attention was to be 
paid to: 
 

• to the retrieval of charred plant macrofossils and land molluscs from former dry-
land palaeosols and cut features, and to soil pollen analysis; 

• to the retrieval of plant macrofossils, insect, molluscs and pollen from waterlogged 
deposits located. 

• provision for the absolute dating of critical contacts should be made: eg the basal 
contacts of peats over former dryland surfaces; distinct landuse or landmark 
change in urban contexts 

 
 
7.0 FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY 
 
The ECCPS brief required a programme of linear trial trenching in advance of the 
construction of 12 houses and associated works. The trenching was to cover 5% of the 
site area comprising four 25.00m x 1.80m trenches, and one 15.00m x 1.80m trench. 
However due to the presence of live services at the front of the currently inhabited house 
and with the agreement of ECCPS, Trench 5 was split and two 5.00m x 1.80m trenches 
were excavated, one at the east side and one at the west of the available area. 
  
A 360° mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket was used to machine 
down to the first archaeological horizon, thereafter all excavation work was undertaken by 
hand (Fig. 4).  
 
The archaeology was recorded using pro-forma record sheets, drawn plans and section 
drawings and appropriate photographs were taken.  
 
 
8.0 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (Figs. 4 - 7) 
 
8.1  Trench 1 
 
Trench 1 was orientated east to west and measured 25.00m x 1.80m. It was excavated 
to a maximum depth of 0.40m. The trench contained no archaeological features. 
 
Top Soil 1000 was present to a depth of 0.25m and overlay Natural Geology 1001. 
 
 
 
8.2  Trench 2 
 
Trench 2 was orientated north to south and measured 25.00m x 1.80m. It was excavated 
to a maximum depth of 0.39m. The trench contained no archaeological features. 
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Top Soil 1000 was present to a depth of 0.30m and overlay Natural Geology 1001. 
 
8.3  Trench 3 
 
Trench 3 was orientated east to west and measured 25.00m x 1.80m. It was excavated 
to a maximum depth of 0.37m. The trench contained no archaeological features. 
 
Top Soil 1000 was present to a depth of 0.34m and overlay Natural Geology 1001. 
 
8.4  Trench 4 
 
Trench 4 was orientated north to south and measured 15.00m x 1.80m. It was excavated 
to a maximum depth of 0.50m. The trench contained no archaeological features but did 
contain a modern Made Ground layer likely associated with garden landscaping to the rear 
of the current house. 
 
Top Soil 1000 was present to a depth of 0.22m and overlay Made Ground 1002 which 
was present to a depth of 0.43m. Below was Natural Geology 1001. 
 
8.5  Trenches 5A and 5B 
 
Trench 5 was orientated east to west. Due to the presence of services and a modern cess-
pit the trench was split and 5.00m x 1.80m was excavated at the east end (Trench 5A) 
and west end (Trench 5B).  
 
Trench 5A was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.88m and contained no archaeological 
features but did contain modern Made Ground likely associated with the landscaping for 
the current house. Part of an old agricultural Sub Soil was also present beneath these 
layers. 
 
In Trench 5A Levelling Layer 1003 was present to a depth of 0.15m, and overlay Made 
Ground 1004 which was present to a depth of 0.28m. Beneath this layer was Agricultural 
Sub Soil 1005 which was present to a depth of 0.69m and overlay Natural Geology 1001. 
 
Trench 5B was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.84m and contained no archaeological 
features. Part of a modern soakaway was present as well as the Made Ground and 
Agricultural Sub Soil present in Trench 5A. 
 
In Trench 5B Levelling Layer 1003 was present to a depth of 0.20m, and overlay Made 
Ground 1004 which was present to a depth of 0.39m. Beneath this layer was Agricultural 
Sub Soil 1005 which was present to a depth of 0.73m and overlay Natural Geology 1001. 
9.0 DEPOSIT MODEL (Fig. 6) 
 
The deposit model was broadly consistent across the site.  In trenches 1-3 the sequence 
was consistently Top Soil overlying Natural Geology. In trenches 4 and 5 (A and B) Made 
Ground layers and some surviving Agricultural Sub Soil were present. 
 
At the top of the stratigraphic sequence in trenches 1-3 was Top Soil 1000 which consisted 
of a dark black brown, compact silty clay with occasional small stone inclusions. This layer 
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was present to a maximum depth of 0.34m in Sample Section 3. This layer contained 
occasional small fragments of modern CBM (not retained) and represents the modern 
garden soil. 
 
Beneath Top Soil 1000 in Trench 4 was Made Ground 1002 which consisted of a light grey 
brown, compact silty clay. This layer was present to a maximum depth of 0.43m with a 
thickness of 0.21m in Sample Section 4, and likely represents the landscaping of the 
garden just to the rear of the current house. 
 
At the top of the stratigraphic sequence in Trench 5 (A and B) was Levelling Layer 1003 
which consisted of a light yellow/orange brown, friable sandy gravel with frequent small 
stone inclusions. This layer was present to a maximum depth of 0.20m in Sample Section 
5B and represents the gravel surface of the front garden and parking area of the current 
house. 
 
Beneath Levelling Layer 1003 in Trench 5 (A and B) was Made Ground 1004 which 
consisted of a dark grey brown compact silty clay with patches of friable orange sand and 
moderate small stone inclusions. This layer was present to a maximum depth of 0.39m 
with a thickness of 0.19m in Sample Section 5B. It represents a layer of made ground 
associated with the construction of the house and surrounding roadside landscaping. 
 
Beneath Made Ground 1004 in Trench 5 (A and B) was Agricultural Sub Soil 1005 which 
consisted of a dark grey brown, compact silty clay with occasional small stone inclusions.  
This layer was present to a maximum depth of 0.73m with a thickness of 0.34m.  It 
represents a surviving fragment of the agricultural sub soil which was present on the site 
during its previous use as farming land.  
 
At the base of the stratigraphic sequence in all trenches was Natural Geology 1001, 
comprising a mid orange brown, compact clay with occasional-moderate stone and chalk 
inclusions. 
 
 
10.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION  
 
The archaeological background suggested a medium to high potential to encounter 
remains dating to the Iron Age, Anglo-Saxon, medieval and post-medieval. There was also 
a low potential for encountering archaeology from all other periods. 
 
Despite the above potential, the evaluation did not encounter any archaeological features 
or finds. Two phases of activity were identified. The first phase relates to the previous use 
of the site as agricultural fields during the post-medieval period and early-mid modern 
period. This phase is represented by Agricultural Sub Soil 1005.  
 
The second phase relates to the landscaping and levelling of the site for the construction 
of the house in the early 1970s (still extant) which is represented by Made Ground layers 
1002 and 1004, and Levelling Layer 1003.  
 
Despite the potential for archaeological features from the Iron Age through to the post-
medieval period none were identified during the evaluation. The evaluation did however 
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identify a fragment of a post-medieval/modern sub soil which confirms the site’s previous 
use as an agricultural field during the post-medieval and modern periods before being 
landscaped and levelled for the construction of the house and garden in the early 1970s.   
 
 
11.0 ARCHIVE DEPOSITION 
 
The final archive will be deposited with Southend Museum. The digital archive will be stored 
with the Archaeological Data Service (ADS). 
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APPENDIX 1 – DEPOSIT TABLES 
 
 
TRENCH 1  
  

Trench No 
1 

Orientation 
E-W 

Height AOD 
30.39m 

Shot ID 
DP2 

Sample Section No 
1 

Location 
N Side, E End 

Facing 
S Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.25m Top Soil: Dark black brown, compact silty clay with occasional 

small stone inclusions 
1001 0.25m+ Natural: Mid orange brown, compact clay with occasional-

moderate medium stone and chalk inclusions 

 
 
TRENCH 2  
  

Trench No 
2 

Orientation 
N-S 

Height AOD 
28.44m 

Shot ID 
DP4 

Sample Section No 
2 

Location 
E Side, S End 

Facing 
W Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.30m Top Soil: Dark black brown, compact silty clay with occasional 

small stone inclusions 
1001 0.30m+ Natural: Mid orange brown, compact clay with occasional-

moderate medium stone and chalk inclusions 

 
 
TRENCH 3   
 

Trench No 
3 

Orientation 
E-W 

Height AOD 
27.64m 

Shot ID 
DP6 

Sample Section No 
3 

Location 
N Side, W End 

Facing 
S Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.34m Top Soil: Dark black brown, compact silty clay with occasional 

small stone inclusions 
1001 0.34m+ Natural: Mid orange brown, compact clay with occasional-

moderate medium stone and chalk inclusions 
 
 
TRENCH 4  
  

Trench No 
4 

Orientation 
N-S 

Height AOD 
27.01m 

Shot ID 
DP8 

Sample Section No 
4 

Location 
W Side, S End 

Facing 
E Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1000 0.00 – 0.22m Top Soil: Dark black brown, compact silty clay with occasional 

small stone inclusions 
1002 0.22 – 0.43m Made Ground: Light grey brown, compact silty clay with no 

inclusions 
1001 0.43m+ Natural: Mid orange brown, compact clay with occasional-

moderate medium stone and chalk inclusions 
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TRENCH 5A 
   

Trench No 
5A 

Orientation 
E-W 

Height AOD 
26.07m 

Shot ID 
DP10 

Sample Section No 
5A 

Location 
N Side, Middle 

Facing 
S Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1003 0.00 – 0.15m Levelling Layer: Light yellow/orange brown, friable sandy 

gravel with frequent small stone inclusions 
1004 0.15 – 0.28m Made Ground: Dark grey brown, compact clay with patches of 

orange friable sand and moderate small stone inclusions 
1005 0.28 – 0.69m Sub Soil: Dark grey brown, compact silty clay with occasional 

small stone inclusions 
1001 0.69m+ Natural: Mid orange brown, compact clay with occasional-

moderate medium stone and chalk inclusions 
 
 
TRENCH 5B 
   

Trench No 
5B 

Orientation 
E-W 

Height AOD 
25.82m 

Shot ID 
DP12 

Sample Section No 
5B 

Location 
N Side, Middle 

Facing 
S Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 
1003 0.00 – 0.20m Levelling Layer: Light yellow/orange brown, friable sandy 

gravel with frequent small stone inclusions 
1004 0.20 – 0.39m Made Ground: Dark grey brown, compact clay with patches of 

orange friable sand and moderate small stone inclusions 
1005 0.39 – 0.73m Sub Soil: Dark grey brown, compact silty clay with occasional 

small stone inclusions 
1001 0.73m+ Natural: Mid orange brown, compact clay with occasional-

moderate medium stone and chalk inclusions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
© Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2018 all rights reserved     Report Number 1195 



  Birch Lodge, Anchor Lane, Canewdon, Essex 
Archaeological Evaluation 

 
 

 
APPENDIX 2 – OASIS SHEET  
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