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DISCLAIMER 

 

The material contained within this report was prepared for an individual client 

and solely for the benefit of that client and the contents should not be relied 

upon by any third party. The results and interpretation of the report cannot be 

considered an absolute representation of the archaeological or any other 

remains. Britannia Archaeology Ltd will not be held liable for any error of fact 

resulting in loss or damage, direct, indirect or consequential, through misuse 

of, or actions based on the material contained within by any third party.     
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Abstract 

 

The evaluation identified a series of post-medieval and modern plot boundary ditches. 

Two phases of activity comprising four ditches in total were recorded.  Phase 1 had a 

date range between the 16th and 19th centuries and Phase 2 ranged between the 17th to 

20th centuries.  

 

A map regression identified the rear (northern) boundary on the 1904 Ordnance Survey 

and there is a tacit suggestion for the southern ditch (1005) as a roadside ditch on the 

Tithe Map of 1840.  

 

The first phase relates to ditch 1005, possibly a former roadside ditch prior to the 

modern layout. The datable finds recovered suggest it was filled in during the 19th 

century and this boundary ditch is not present on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map 

of 1884.  

 

The second phase is associated with the rear plot boundary ditch (1008) which was still 

in use until the 20th century. It is present on the Second Edition Ordnance Survey map 

(1904) and the finds recovered from the upper fill coincides with the closure of the 

Wortham Queens Head pub (located to the west) in April 1930 as identified in the 

pottery report. 

 

Given the results of the evaluation, the development is unlikely to have an impact on 

significant archaeological remains (Fig. 7). 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

On 7th July and 8nd January 2019, Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook a trial 

trench evaluation at The Old Queens, Long Green, Bury Road, Wortham, Suffolk (NGR 

TM 08740 77260) on behalf of Mr Nigel Beeson and as part of a planning application 

(0212/15) ahead of residential development of the site. 

 

The work was undertaken in response to a design brief issued by Suffolk County Council 

Archaeological Service (SCCAS/CT) (Abraham, R. dated 23rd November 2018).  Two 

linear trial trenches measuring 15.00m x 1.80m were proposed, however the presence of 

Japanese Knotweed over the location of Trench 2 required a slight alteration in location 

and change to an ‘L shaped’ configuration (Fig. 3). 

 

The trenches were excavated using a 360° mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless 

ditching bucket. All archaeological features and layers were excavated by hand. 
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

 

The site is located in the village of Wortham, Suffolk, which lies approximately 4km 

south west of the Norfolk market town of Diss. It comprises a 1140m², roughly 

rectangular parcel of land on the north side of Bury Road (Fig. 1). The site is bounded to 

the west by residential housing (The Old Queens), to the north and west by grass fields 

and to the south by Bury Road. It lies on flat ground at between 50m and 51m aOD.  

 

2.1 Site Geology 

 

The underlying geology is described as Lewes Nodular Chalk Formation, Seaford Chalk 

Formation, Newhaven Chalk Formation, Culver Chalk Formation and Portsdown Chalk 

Formation (undifferentiated) - chalk. This is a sedimentary bedrock formed between 77 

to 94 million years ago in warm seas. 

 

The superficial geology is described as Lowestoft Formation – Diamicton. These deposits 

were formed during the Quaternary period in ice age conditions. 
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3.0 PLANNING POLICIES  

 

The archaeological investigation is to be carried out on the recommendation of the local 

planning authority, following guidance laid down by the National Planning and Policy 

Framework (NPPF, DCLD 2018). The relevant local development framework is the Mid 

Suffolk Local Plan (Policy HB14; 1998). 
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND (Fig. 2) 

 

The following archaeological background draws on the Suffolk Historic Environment 

Record (SHER) (1km search centred on the site), English Heritage PastScape 

(www.pastscape.org.uk), and the Archaeological Data Service (www.ads.ahds.ac.uk) 

(ADS) (Fig. 2 & 3). 

 

The SHER returned 32 monument entries, 7 events and 23 listed building within the 1km 

search area. 

 

4.1 Prehistoric  

 

Evidence of late prehistoric activity is represented by three records.  Archaeological 

investigations across the road during the laying of a pipeline trench in 1955 revealed a 

multi-period site including sherds of late prehistoric pottery dated c.4000BC to 42AD 

(WTM 008).  During the same pipeline trenching, to the south-east of the site, further 

evidence of late prehistoric activity was found in the form of two hut sites, one of which 

was dated as Iron Age with the second possibly Anglo-Saxon, and ditches containing 

Iron Age pottery sherds (WTM 010).  WTM 044 refers to a site located c.450m south 

west of the site where evidence of Iron Age agricultural activity was found.  This took the 

form of a probable raised granary represented by post-holes, a possible working hollow 

to shelter in whilst processing grains, and hard standing in the base of a pit for possibly 

drying grains.  Further post holes and pits possibly marked out fence lines or enclosures.  

In addition to the Iron Age pottery sherds, residual Neolithic flints were also found. 

 

4.2 Roman  

 

There is substantial evidence of Roman activity in and around Wortham and particularly 

at the site immediately to the south of this site represented by the SHER.  The 

evaluation in 2016 and ongoing current excavation (2018) of the site revealed a number 

of features including linear ditches containing sherds of Roman pottery which suggested 

nearby domestic activity (WTM 059).  The pipeline trenching on the site in 1955 revealed 

intersecting ditches of Roman date across the site containing Samian ware, kiln roof 

debris and wasters, animal bone, and oysters (WTM 008).  One of these ditches, a large 

east to west ditch, intersected with a Roman road (also found during the 1955 pipeline 

trenching) running north to south along Bean’s lane on the east side of the site (WTM 
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009).  A further area of Roman activity was found c.800m south west of the site during 

pipe-laying in 1955 (WTM 007).  Three hut sites with hearths and possibly three more 

huts in an area of c.60 feet which was strewn with pottery fragments and clay.  In 

addition a number of Roman coins have been found in and around Wortham within the 

search area (WTM 016, WTM 015, WTM 056, BUR 006) and part of a vessel with handle 

which is possibly Roman found in disturbed soil c.600m west of the site (WTM Misc). 

 

4.3 Anglo-Saxon  

 

Evidence of Anglo-Saxon activity was found during pipeline trenching just south-east of 

the site represented by a hut site dated as possibly Saxon (WTM 010).  Limited evidence 

of Anglo-Saxon activity was found c. 550m south-west of the site in the form of a pit and 

some late Saxon pottery sherds which were likely intrusive (WTM 044).  Several Saxon 

artefacts were found at a site on the eastern edge of the search area (WTM 020).  A 

mid-Saxon E Anglian type sceat dated c.650AD-849AD was found by a metal detector, 

and a later fieldwalking assessment found a pottery scatter dated early to mid-Saxon 

(410AD-649AD).  A subsequent evaluation found an early Saxon bronze bow brooch 

(410AD-649AD) and some early to mid-Saxon pottery sherds.  The full excavation 

revealed no Saxon features but 2 early Saxon brooch fragments were found. 

 

4.4 Medieval 

 

At the time of the Norman Conquest Wortham is recorded as being two parishes that 

post-Conquest become two Norman Manors: Southmoor (owned by the Abbots of Bury) 

and Eastgate (held by the Barons of Rye).  The 2016 evaluation to the south of the site 

revealed evidence of possible roadside plots represented by a group of post holes in the 

south west corner of the site, possibly part of a structure or fence line, and sherds of 

medieval pottery (WTM 059).  Earlier excavations on the site during the pipe laying of 

1955 found medieval building debris, walls and pillar bases on the western side of the 

site partly included in a later (possibly Tudor) building (WTM 008).  It was initially 

suggested that the early medieval foundations were the remains of the Church of 

Wortham Everard, however this is now thought to be unlikely as no burials were 

encountered which would almost certainly have been present on a church site.  It is 

more likely the remains of an earlier building were upgraded to the Tudor building.  The 

current 2018 excavation has revealed an extensive late medieval building complex, 

possible associated with a roadside tavern. 
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South-west of the site and closer to the medieval settlement core, there is evidence of 

11th/12th century plots running east to west, with possible internal boundaries and post 

hole structures, presumably fronting onto Mellis Road located (WTM 048, WTM 047).  

Further evidence of medieval activity in Wortham is represented by the site of the (long) 

green dating from possibly the medieval period which is extant (WTM 033) and ‘The 

Mount’ which is possibly a medieval mill mound (WTM 022).  A number of medieval finds 

have also been found within the search area including a horse harness pendant and lead 

pilgrim ampulla (WTM 058), 6 coarse black ware sherds (WTM 014), and a Gold Angel of 

Henry VI (AD 1422-1461) (WTM 020). 

 

4.5 Post-medieval 

 

During the post-medieval period the two parishes (formerly manors) were joined in 1769 

under the village rector perhaps as a response to an increase in settlement.  During the 

evaluation to the south of the site, features of post-medieval date were encountered 

including ditches and animal burials, along with post-medieval demolition material and 

pottery fragments dating between the 16th and 18th centuries (WTM 059).  The current 

excavation has identified the late medieval building complex continued in use into the 

early post-medieval period. 

 

A post-medieval jetton was found c.300m west of the site during metal detecting (WTM 

058).  An evaluation c.300m south west of the site revealed post-medieval linear 

features with post-medieval clay pipe and pottery fragments (WTM 047).  In the same 

area there is an extant 16th century timber framed farmhouse (WTM 054).  Extant post-

medieval corn mills and a milestone on the A143 are present c.800m south west of the 

site (WTM 018, WTM 030).  An extant 18th to 19th century barn is located c.700 south of 

the site (WTM 046).  At the edge of the search area on the east side is the location of a 

now disparked, small landscape park (now mostly arable) with an extant 19th century 

house (PAL 013).   

 

In addition the SHER returned 23 historic building entries within the search area.  Within 

100m of the site are 2 listed buildings.  To the south-west of the site are 2 mid-16th 

century timber framed cottages which were originally 1 house and later modified in the 

19th-20th centuries (280426).  West of the site is a timber framed public house (The Old 
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Queens) dated to c.1600, part rebuilt in the later 17th century and then altered and 

extended in the 20th century (280442). 
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5.0 PROJECT AIMS 

 

The SCCAS/CT brief (Abraham, R. Section 4.2) states that the evaluation aimed to: 

 

• Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit, 

together with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of preservation. 

• Evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of 

masking colluvial/alluvial deposits. 

• Establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence. 

• Provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation 

strategy, dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, 

working practices, timetables and orders of cost. 

 

Both the WSI, fieldwork and resulting report/archiving has been undertaken in 

accordance with CIfA Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluations, 2014, 

and the Requirements for Trenched Archaeological Evaluation, 2017 (SCCAS/CT). 
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6.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

 

Research objectives for the project are in line with those laid out in Research and 

Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of England, East Anglian 

Archaeology Occasional Paper 24 (Medlycott, 2011).   

 

The brief also states that the project will need to consider the following objectives:  

 

•  To provide for the absolute dating of critical contexts. 

 

•  To make the results of the investigation available through suitable reportage. 

 

 

Particular study of the following was considered during the project: 

• presence/absence of palaeosols and old land surface soils/deposits; 

• the character of deposits and their contents within negative features; 

• palaeochannels; 

• site formation processes generally; 

• to the retrieval of charred plant macrofossils and land molluscs from former dry-

land palaeosols and cut features, and to soil pollen analysis; 

• to the retrieval of plant macrofossils, insect, molluscs and pollen from 

waterlogged deposits located; 

• provision for the absolute dating of critical contexts should be made: eg the basal 

contexts of peats over former dryland surfaces; distinct land use or landmark 

change in urban contexts. 
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7.0 FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY 

 

The SCCAS/CT brief required the excavation of trenching in advance of the construction 

of dwelling and associated works. Trench 1 covered a 15.00m x 2.00m area targeted 

over the proposed access and driveway. Trench 2 was altered slightly from the planned 

location due to the presence of Japanese Knotweed and an associated exclusion zone 

advised by the developer’s environmental consultants. It changed to an ‘L shaped’ 

Trench measuring 16.00m x 2.00m covering the western end of the building footprint 

and the area just to the north of it (Fig.7). 

 

A 360° mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket was used to machine 

down to the first archaeological horizon, thereafter all excavation work was undertaken 

by hand (Fig. 3).  

 

The archaeology was be recorded using pro-forma record sheets, drawn plans and 

section drawings and appropriate photographs were also taken.  
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8.0 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (Fig. 3 - 7) 

 

A summary of the features and layers encounter is summarised below. Full context 

descriptions can be found at Appendix 1.  

 

8.1  Trench 1 

 

Trench 1 revealed three linear ditches (1003, 1005 and 1011).  

 

Ditch 1003 was aligned north to south and measured 5.36m+ x 0.81m x 0.17m. It 

contained a single fill 1004 which was a mid-brown grey, firm sandy silt. No finds were 

present. The location and orientation (at right angles to the existing road) of this ditch 

suggest it might have been a plot boundary, possibly the eastern extent of the Old 

Queens, however it did not extend into Trench 2 to the north.  

 

Ditch 1005 was aligned east to west and measured 2.44m+ x 1.45m x 0.55m. It 

contained two fills. Primary fill 1006 was mid-yellow grey, firm silty clay with a 

moderate level of flint gravel inclusions. It contained a green glazed red earthenware 

dish with a bifid style rim dating from the 16th to 18th century (Fawcett, 2019; see 

Appendix 2). Infill 1007 was a mid-grey brown, firm clay silty with a moderate level of 

flint gravel inclusions. It contained a further seven joining sherds from the same dish in 

1006 and four joining sherds of creamware pottery (CREM).  These all formed part of 

plate that displays a wavy rim and are dated from around AD1750 to 1800/1810 

(Fawcett, 2019). This ditch runs parallel to the current road and may represent an 

earlier roadside ditch. The Tithe map (Fig.8) appears to show road being wider than the 

current maps.  

 

Ditch 1011 was aligned north-east to south-west and measured 2.00m+ x 0.75m x 

0.56m. It contained a single fill 1012 which was a mid-grey yellow sandy silt with 

occasional flint gravel. No finds were present. It cut through the subsoil 1001. 

 

8.2 Trench 2 

 

Trench 2 revealed a single ditch, 1008, aligned east to west in the northern arm of the 

repositioned trench (Figs. 3 & 6).  

 



 

The Old Queens, Long Green, Bury Road, Wortham, Suffolk 
 Archaeological Evaluation 

Project Number P1261  

 

18 
© Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2019 all rights reserved     Report Number 1221 
 

Ditch 1008 was orientated east to west and measured 5.68m x 1.60m x 0.55m. It 

contained two fills. Primary fill 1009 was a mid-yellow/grey brown, firm silty clay with 

occasional flint pebble inclusions. It contained three joining mug fragments of English 

stoneware dating from the 17th to the 19th century and two abraded, oxidised, 

unidentifiable fragments of CBM that may have originally belonged to bricks. Both of 

these are in a medium sandy fabric containing sparse to common black iron ore.  They 

can only be generally dated to the post-medieval period (Fawcett, 2019).  

 

Infill 1010 was a mid to dark grey brown, firm silty clay. It contained a total of nine 

sherds of pottery, of which six are refined white earthenwares dated from the late 18th to 

20th century.  One fragment displays a shell like surface decoration possibly dating it 

from around the 1920’s to 30’s onwards.  A single bowl base fragment of late post-

medieval/early modern glazed red earthenware was recorded (Fawcett, 2019). 

 

Also present within this fill were two whole glass vessels.  The first of these is an inkwell 

in clear glass which is not closely datable beyond the late 19th to c the mid 20th century.  

The second vessel is an amber coloured Bovril jar.  It has ‘4 oz BOVRIL LIMITED’ on its 

side and ‘MADE IN ENGLAND FGC’ on its base (FGC stands for Foresters Glass Company 

based in St Helens, Mersyside, Liverpool; Bovril was first produced in 1889).  The vessel 

is squat and globular, and entirely machine made dating it to after 1913.  The 

combination of construction, stamping and general shape indicates that this vessel is 

dated to around 1920/1930 (Fawcett, 2019). 
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9.0 DEPOSIT MODEL (Figs. 4-6) 

 

The deposit model was broadly consistent across the site. 

 

At the top of the stratigraphic sequence was topsoil layer 1000, which was present to a 

depth 0.32m. It was a dark grey, soft silty sand with occasional flint gravel inclusions. 

The depth and formation of this layer suggest it was initially formed by ploughing, 

however it has been used as garden and pasture more recently. 

 

Beneath topsoil layer 1000, was subsoil 1001, which was present to a depth of 0.78m, 

and was 0.46m thick in sample section 1. This layer comprised a mid orange-grey 

brown, firm sandy silt with occasional flint pebble inclusions. The form and substance of 

this layer suggests it was an earlier plough soil. 

 

The base of the archaeological sequence was natural geology 1002 which comprised a 

mid-orange yellow, compact clay silt with moderate small stone and chalk inclusions and 

was present from a depth of 0.77m. 
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10.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION  

 

The site had significant potential for features and finds dating to the medieval and post-

medieval periods and moderate to low potential for all other periods. Of particular 

significance would have been finds and features relating to the extensive activity noted 

on the opposite side of the road relating to late medieval and post-medieval occupation, 

possibly a roadside tavern. 

 

The evaluation revealed 2 phases of activity on the site, which appear to relate to post-

medieval plot divisions.  Phase 1 has a date range between the 16th and 19th centuries 

and Phase 2 ranged between the 17th to 20th centuries.  

 

The first phase relates to ditch 1005, possibly a former roadside ditch prior to the 

modern layout. The Tithe Map, dating to 1840, suggests the road was wider than the 

current road.  The datable finds recovered suggest it was filled in during the 19th century 

and this boundary ditch is not present on the First Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1884 

(Fig.8).  

 

The second phase of activity on the site is associated with a rear plot boundary ditch 

(1008) which was still in use until the 20th century. It is present on the Second Edition 

Ordnance Survey map (1904) and the pottery report commissioned for this report notes 

that that the Wortham Queens Head (which was built around AD1600 and partly rebuilt 

in the 17th century) was closed on the 26th of April 1930 as part of a scheme to reduce 

the number of alcohol licenses in the UK (Green 2017).  The date of this closure 

coincides with the latest ditch fill of 1008, however it is not possible to comment further 

on whether these two events, are indeed connected (Fawcett, 2019).  

 

Ditch 1003 was undated, however it’s alignment between the two boundary ditch (1005 

and 1008) suggests it also formed part of the plot boundaries on the north side of Bury 

Road.  

 

Ditch 1011 was also undated and appears to be an anomaly given it does not fit well 

with the alignments of the other plot boundary ditches. However it cuts through subsoil 

1001 and must therefore also be post medieval in date and perhaps relates to internal 

activity within the plot.  
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Conclusion 

 

The evaluation identified a series of post-medieval and modern plot boundary ditches. A 

map regression (Fig.8) clearly identifies the rear boundary on the 1904 Ordnance Survey 

and there is a tacit suggestion for the southern ditch (1005) on the Tithe Map of 1840.  

 

The results show the eastern extent of the plot associated with the Queens Head pub in 

the post medieval period which may have been extended by the time the northern ditch 

was filled in during the 20th century. The infill might be connected with the closure of the 

Queens head in April 1930. 

 

Impact Assessment (Fig. 7) 

 

Given the results of the evaluation, the development is unlikely to have an impact on 

significant archaeological remains (Fig. 7).   
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11.0 ARCHIVE DEPOSITION 

 

Arrangements will be made for the archive to be deposited with Suffolk County Council 

Archaeological Archives subject to agreement with the legal landowner where finds are 

concerned. The digital archive with be stored with the Archaeological Data Service 

(ADS). 
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APPENDIX 1 – DEPOSIT TABLES 
 
Deposit Tables 
 
TRENCH 1   
Trench No 

1 

Orientation 

NW-SE 

Height AOD 

51.79 

Shot ID 

6 

Sample Section No 

1 

Location 

West side of trench 

Facing 

NE Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 

1000 0.00-0.32m Topsoil: dark grey, soft silty sand with occasional flint gravel 

inclusions 

 

1001 0.32-0.78m Subsoil: mid orange-grey brown, firm sandy silt with occasional flint 

pebble inclusions 

1002 0.78m+ Natural: mid-orange yellow, compact clay silt with moderate small 

stone and chalk inclusions 

 

Context Descriptions 
 

Feature 
Context 

Feature Type & Description 
(m) 

Layer/Fill 
Context 

Layer/Fill Description Spot Date Finds /g (sherds 
or number) 

1003 
 
 
 

Ditch 
(5.36m+ x 0.81m x 0.17m) N-S 
orientation. 
Linear in plan, with moderately 
sloping sides and an irregular 
base.  
 

1004 
 
 
 
 

Mid brown grey, firm sandy silt - - 

1005 Ditch 
(2.44m+ x 1.45m x 0.55m) E-W 
orientation. 
Linear in plan, with moderately 
sloping sides and a concave base.  
 

1006 
Upper Fill 

mid-yellow grey, firm silty clay 
with a moderate level of flint 
gravel inclusions 

16th-18th 
 

Pottery 172 (1) 

1007 
Primary Fill 

mid-grey brown, firm clay silty 
with a moderate level of flint 
gravel inclusions 

c 1750-
1800/1810 
 

Pottery 496 (11) 

1011 Ditch 
(2.00m+ x 0.75m x 0.56m) NE-
SW orientation. 
Linear in plan, with moderately 
sloping sides and a concave base.  

1012 mid-grey yellow sandy silt with 
occasional flint gravel 

- - 
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TRENCH 2   
Trench No 

2 

Orientation 

- 

Height AOD 

51.70m 

Shot ID 

7 

Sample Section No 

2 

Location 

NW side of trench 

Facing 

SE Facing 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 

1000 0.00-0.31m Topsoil: dark grey, soft silty sand with occasional flint gravel 

inclusions 

 

1001 0.31-0.58m Subsoil: mid orange-grey brown, firm sandy silt with occasional flint 

pebble inclusions 

1002 0.58m+ Natural: mid-orange yellow, compact clay silt with moderate small 

stone and chalk inclusions 

 

 
Context Descriptions 
 

Feature 
Context 

Feature Type & Description 
(m) 

Layer/Fill 
Context 

Layer/Fill Description Spot Date Finds /g (sherds 
or number) 

1008 
 
 
 

Ditch 
(5.68m x 1.60m x 0.55m) N-S 
orientation. 
Linear in plan, with moderately 
sloping sides and an irregular 
base.  
 

1010 
Upper Fill 

mid to dark grey brown, firm silty 
clay 

c 1920/1930 Pottery 116 (9); 
CBM 33 (2); A. bone 
5 (64); Concrete 34 
(1); Glass 277 (4) 

1009 
Primary Fill 
 

mid-yellow/grey brown, firm silty 
clay with occasional flint pebble 
inclusions 

17th-19th Pottery 32 (3); CBM 
33 (2) 
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APPENDIX 2 – SPECIALIST REPORT 
 
The Pottery, Ceramic Building Materials And Glass From The Old Queens, 
Long Green, Wortham, Suffolk:  An Assessment Report (WTM 076) 
17/01/19; 11.55  
 
Andy Fawcett 
 
Introduction 
 
A total of twenty-four sherds of pottery (816g), two fragments of CBM (33g) 
four pieces of glass (277g) were recovered from two trial trenches as a result of 
an archaeological evaluation at The Old Queens, Wortham.   The report firstly 
sets out a methodology of work and then goes to describe the materials 
recorded from each trench.  This is then followed by a general conclusion and 
any recommendations that might be required for further work on each category 
of finds. 
 
Methodology 
 
Both the pottery and CBM groups have been recorded by sherd count and 
weight.  The principle fabrics from each context have been rapidly scanned at 
x20 vision.  Fabric codes have been assigned using simple letter combinations, 
based upon those used by Suffolk County Council (Unpub). 
Where present, pottery form types have been allocated simple descriptions, for 
instance plate or dish.  Equally the CBM fragments have been plainly described, 
for example brick or unidentified fragment. 
The only element of the glass assemblage to be described in detail, is a single 
complete vessel which has been used to enhance the dating of the context that 
it was recorded in.   
 
Trench One 
 
A single Ditch feature [1005] was recorded within Trench 1 that contained two 
fills (1006 and 1007). 
The primary fill of the ditch (1006) contained a single large dish sherd (172g).  
This is a green glazed red earthenware (GRE) which has a bifid style rim.  The 
sherd displayed little abrasion and is dated from the 16th to 18th century. 
The secondary fill (1007) contained a further seven joining sherds from the 
same GRE dish (as noted in the previous context) which too exhibited little 
abrasion (449g).  Finally also present within this fill, were four joining sherds of 
creamware pottery (CREM).  These all formed part of plate that displays a wavy 
rim and are dated from around AD1750 to 1800/1810.   
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Trench Two 
 
This trench also contained a single ditch feature [1008] which had two fills (1009 
and 1010).  The first of these 1009 (the primary fill) contained three joining mug 
fragments (32g) of English stoneware (ESW) which are dated from the 17th to 
the 19th century. 
Also present within this fill were two oxidised unidentifiable fragments of CBM 
(33g), although their size suggests that they may have originally belonged to 
bricks.  Both of these are abraded in a medium sandy fabric that contains sparse 
to common black iron ore.  They can only be generally dated to the post-
medieval period. 
The secondary fill of the ditch (1010) had a total of nine sherds of pottery 
(116g).  Six of the sherds are refined white earthenwares (REFW) dated from 
the late 18th to 20th century (67g).  These contain a mixture of plate and 
drinking vessel fragments; one of the plate pieces displays a shell like surface 
decoration possibly dating it from around the 1920’s to 30’s onwards.  Two body 
sherds of transfer printed ware (TPW) were also noted (7g), these are dated 
from mid/late 18th to 20th century.  Finally, a single bowl base fragment of late 
post-medieval/early modern glazed red earthenware (LPMGE) was recorded 
(41g). 
Also present within this fill were two whole glass vessels (274g).  The first of 
these is an inkwell in clear glass which is not closely datable beyond the late 19th 
to c the mid 20th century.  The second vessel is an amber coloured Bovril jar.  It 
has ‘4 oz BOVRIL LIMITED’ on its side and ‘MADE IN ENGLAND FGC’ on its base 
(FGC stands for Foresters Glass Company based in St Helens, Mersyside, 
Liverpool; Bovril was first produced in 1889).  The vessel is squat and globular, 
and entirely machine made dating it to after 1913.  The combination of 
construction, stamping and general shape indicates that this vessel is dated to 
around 1920/1930. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The finds from this site provide two clear dating sequences based upon the 
dumped domestic debris recorded in each Ditch.   
The two fills of Ditch 1005 are both dated from around AD1750 to 1800/1810. 
Ditch 1008 also had two contexts the primary fill being dated from the 17th to 
19th century, whilst the backfilled upper context is dated to around 1920/1930.  
It is interesting to note that the Wortham Queens Head (which was built around 
AD1600 and partly rebuilt in the 17th century) was closed on the 26th of April 
1930 as part of a scheme to reduce the number of alcohol licenses in the UK 
(Green 2017).  The date of this closure coincides with the latest ditch fill of 
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1008, however it is not possible to comment further on whether these two 
events, are indeed connected. 
 
Recommendations for further work 
 
All of the find types covered within this report (pottery, CBM and glass) have 
been recorded in full, therefore no further work on the materials will be required. 
 
Bibliography 
Green, T., (2017), ‘Wortham Queen’s Head’ in The Suffolk Real Ale Guide, 
www.suffolkcamra.co.uk/pubs/pub/1853 
 
 
 
 
 
Concordance of Finds 
 

FEATURE  LAYER/FILL Type Trial SPOT Pot   CBM   Animal Bone Other 

CONTEXT CONTEXT   Trench DATE No Wgt/g No Wgt/g No Wgt/g   

1005 1006 Ditch 1 16th-18th 1 172           
1005 1007 Ditch 1 c 1750-

1800/1810 
11 496     2 46 Fe Objects 

2@311g, 
Snail 3@10g 

1008 1009 Ditch 2 17th-19th 3 32 2 33       
1008 1010 Ditch 2 c 

1920/1930 
9 116     3 18 Concrete 

1@34g, Glass 
4@277g 

Totals         24 816 2 33 5 64   
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reference codes 

P1261 - Contracting Unit No.  

  Type of project Field evaluation  
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  Significant Finds NONE None  
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  Methods & techniques '''Sample Trenches'''  
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  Prompt Planning condition  

  Position in the planning 
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  Author(s)/Editor(s) Matthew Adams  
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  Date 2019  
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  Description Thermal bound A4 document with A3 figures  
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