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DISCLAIMER 

 

The material contained within this report was prepared for an individual client and 

solely for the benefit of that client and the contents should not be relied upon by 

any third party. The results and interpretation of the report cannot be considered 

an absolute representation of the archaeological or any other remains. Britannia 

Archaeology Ltd will not be held liable for any error of fact resulting in loss or 

damage, direct, indirect or consequential, through misuse of, or actions based on 

the material contained within by any third party.     
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Abstract 

 

On the 28th of September 2020 Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook a programme of 

informative archaeological trial trenching at 40 Marshland Street, Terrington St Clement, 

Norfolk (TF 5499 2018) on behalf of David Warnes. The archaeological work was undertaken 

as a condition of planning application 19/01788/O in advance of the construction of three 

new dwellings and associated works. The trenching comprised of two trenches measuring 

30.00m x 1.80m.  

 

There was a moderate to high potential for finds and features relating to the Medieval and 

post-medieval periods, a moderate potential for Saxon finds, and a low potential for finds 

and features from all remaining periods. 

 

Despite the above potential the evaluation revealed no archaeological finds or features. It 

did reveal that a substantial amount of topsoil was imported onto the site for the garden 

centre that previously occupied the site and that the prior topsoil and agricultural subsoil 

were preserved beneath this layer. This indicates that had archaeological features been 

present within the site bounds they would have been preserved below these layers, however 

their absence suggests that the site was most likely in use as agricultural fields prior to its 

use as a garden centre. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

On the 28th of September 2020 Britannia Archaeology Ltd (BA) undertook a programme of 

informative archaeological trial trenching at 40 Marshland Street, Terrington St Clement, 

Norfolk (TF 5499 2018) on behalf of David Warnes. The archaeological work was undertaken 

as a condition of planning application 19/01788/O in advance of the construction of three 

new dwellings and associated works (Fig. 1). 

 

The informative archaeological trial trenching was undertaken in response to a design brief 

issued by Norfolk County Council Environment Service (NCC ES) (Hickling, 2020) which 

required a programme of archaeological mitigatory work starting with linear trial trenching 

to sample 5% of the area threatened by the development. 

 

The trenching comprised of two trenches measuring 30.00m x 1.80m (Fig. 5). The trenches 

were excavated using a 360o tracked, mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching 

bucket. 
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION (Fig. 1) 

 

The site was located within the historic core of Terrington St Clement and was recently in 

use as a garden centre. It was bound on the northwest side by Marshland Street and on all 

other sides by residential properties and associated gardens. 

 

2.1 Site Geology 

 

The Bedrock geology was described as Kimmeridge Clay Formation - Mudstone. This 

Sedimentary Bedrock formed approximately 152 to 157 million years ago in the Jurassic 

Period when the local environment was previously dominated by shallow seas (BSG, 2020). 

 

The superficial deposits were recorded as Tidal Flat Deposits – Clay and Silt. These 

Superficial Deposits were formed up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period when 

the local environment was previously dominated by shorelines (U) (BSG, 2020).  
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3.0 PLANNING POLICIES 

 

The archaeological investigation is to be carried out on the recommendation of the local 

planning authority and Historic England, following guidance laid down by the National 

Planning and Policy Framework (NPPF, DCLD 2019). The relevant local development 

framework is the King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Council Local Development 

Framework – Core Strategy (Adopted December 2015). 
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4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND (Fig. 2 & 3) 

 

The following archaeological background uses the Norfolk Historic Environment Record 

(NHER) and Record Office (1km search centred on the site), English Heritage PastScape 

(www.pastscape.org.uk), and the Archaeological Data Service (www.ads.ahds.ac.uk) 

(ADS).   

 

4.1 Romano-British  

 

The only Roman record returned from the HER search is that of some sherds of Roman 

pottery found during fieldwalking in 1987 by the Fenland Survey c.780m south of the site 

(NHER 2216). This is also the earliest period of activity recorded within the search area. 

 

4.2 Saxon   

 

Evidence of Saxon activity within the search area is limited. A test pit in a field south of St 

Clement’s Church, and c.230m east of the site, revealed fragments of late Saxon pottery 

alongside medieval pottery (NHER 54162). The site is partially bounded by ditches 

suggesting it may have been a moated site. Inside St Clement’s Church (NHER 2194) are 

reused carvings of possible Saxon and Norman date. Metal detecting in 2002 c.430m south 

of the site found a very worn and corroded late Saxon copper alloy stirrup-strap mount 

(NHER 37567). In addition, fragments of Saxon pottery have also been found during a 

programme of fieldwalking by the Fenland Survey c.500-1km from the site in several fields 

surrounding the town (NHER 22389, 22114, 22390).   

 

4.3 Medieval 

 

Medieval activity is well-represented within the search area and accounts for a large portion 

of the records present. Test pits just 60m north, 45m west, 140m southwest, 240m 

southwest, and 175m west of the site revealed sherds of medieval pottery (NHER 52983, 

52984, 52987, 52988, 52985). A test pit to the south of St Clement’s Church also revealed 

sherds of early medieval pottery alongside Saxon finds in a possible moated site (NHER 

54162). The Grade I St Clement’s Church itself was built around the 15th or 16th centuries 

and has been referred to as the ‘Cathedral of the Marshes’ due to its size and elaborate 

http://www.pastscape.org.uk/
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appearance (NHER 2194). Earthworks of a probable medieval field system have been 

identified c.290m east of the site (NHER 33328) and an excavation c.600m north of the site 

identified a possible medieval farm or smallholding (NHER 51397). Medieval refuse pits and 

numerous pig burials of medieval date were found as well as early brick fragments 

suggesting the presence of a moderate-high status structure. The remaining medieval 

records refer to a programme of fieldwalking in the 1980s by the Fenland Survey in the 

surrounding fields which revealed scatters of medieval pottery and other artefacts. Findings 

also included a possible medieval trackway (NHER 22492, c.660m south of the site), a 

possible extinct medieval watercourse (NHER 22390, c.580m north of the site), a possible 

medieval droveway (NHER 23527, c.880m south of the site), and a series of interlinked 

medieval saltern mounds (NHER 2185, c.800m north of the site). 

 

4.4 Post-medieval 

 

Immediately adjacent to the northeast side of the site a large quantity of butchered animal 

bone was found during de-turfing activity (NHER 48886). The bone was found beneath 20th 

century bricks alongside tarred roofing felt and pieces of sewage pipe and was most likely 

previously disturbed during groundwork activity and redeposited. The bone itself was 

interpreted as likely of late post-medieval date and was waste from industrial or food 

processing activities nearby. Additional post-medieval pottery sherds were also found in test 

pits located 60m north, 45m west, and a 140m southwest of the site (NHER 52983, 52984, 

52987). The site of a possible post-medieval Manor House, Howards Manor, is located 

c.170m southwest of the site and is currently occupied by 17th century Grade II listed 

structures (NHER 29178). Manor Farm, c.190m northeast of the site, was also reportedly a 

manorial site (possibly of medieval origins) and currently is mostly of 19th century date with 

earlier subsidiary wings some of which contain brick dated c.1600 and ceilings of possible 

1520 date (NHER 33216). An interesting find of early post-medieval date within the search 

area is a gold ring with a finely carved seal matrix of the coat of arms of Matthew Pratt of 

Tittleshall and his wife Catherine Reymes (buried 1619) found c.370m north of the site 

(NHER 15229). In addition, post-medieval pottery has also been found in the surrounding 

fields during a fieldwalking programme by the Fenland Survey. 

 

 

4.5 Archaeological Potential 
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Given the above information there was a moderate to high potential for finds and features 

relating to the Medieval and post-medieval periods particularly in the form of refuse pits and 

find scatters. There was a moderate potential for Saxon finds, and a low potential for finds 

and features from all remaining periods. 
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5.0 PROJECT AIMS 

 

The Norfolk County Council Environment Service brief (Hickling, S. 2020) stated that trial 

trenching was required to recover as much information as possible on the extent, date, 

phasing, character, function, status and significance of the site, and determine the states of 

preservation of archaeological features or deposits within the area indicated. 

 

The trenching sampled 5% of the threatened area and took the form of two trenches 

measuring 30.00m x 1.80m laid out across the site in a grid array (Fig. 4).  

 

All aspects of the archaeological work were undertaken in accordance with the CIfA Standard 

and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluations, 2020 and Standards for Field Archaeology 

in the East of England, 2003 and Standards for Development-Led Archaeological Projects in 

Norfolk, NCC Environment Service 2018. 
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6.0 PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

 

Research objectives for the project were in line with those laid out in Research and 

Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of England, East Anglian 

Archaeology Occasional Paper 24 (Medlycott, 2011).   

 

Specific objectives were that particular importance be placed on: 

 

• the assessment of the archaeological resource in terms of character, quantity, quality 

and state of preservation; 

• amount of truncation to buried deposits;  

• the presence or absence of a palaeosol or 'B' horizon; 

• the preservation of deposits within negative features; 

• site formation processes. 
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7.0 FIELDWORK METHODOLOGY 

 

The brief issued by Norfolk County Council Environment Service (NCC ES) required an 

informative trial trench investigation as a condition of planning application 19/01788/O. 

 

A 360° mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket was used to machine 

down to the first archaeological horizon, thereafter all excavation work was undertaken by 

hand. 

 

The trenches characterised the full archaeological sequence down to the natural deposits. 

In the interests of reproduction of the results, a single context planning methodology was 

used. 

 

The archaeology was recorded using pro-forma record sheets, drawn plans and section 

drawings and appropriate photographs were taken.   
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8.0 DESCRIPTION OF RESULTS (Fig. 5 & 6) 

 

A professional metal detector was used to scan the trench locations prior and post 

excavation along with the spoil heaps. All stratigraphic layers were scanned for metal and 

non-metal finds. No finds were recovered. 

 

8.1  Trench 1 (Fig.5 & 6) 

 

Trench 1 was located in the northern area of the site on a NE-SW orientation. It contained 

a single natural feature, a paleochannel fragment, at the NE end of the trench which lacked 

a clear form and contained a diffuse fill. No archaeological features or finds were 

encountered. 

 

8.2 Trench 2 (Fig. 5 & 6) 

 

Trench 2 was located in the southern area of the site on a NW-SE orientation. No 

archaeological features or finds were encountered. 
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9.0 DEPOSIT MODEL (Fig. 6) 

 

The deposit model was consistent across the site. 

 

At the top of the stratigraphic sequence was topsoil 1000 which was present to a maximum 

depth of 0.20m in sample section 2. It comprised a dark, brownish grey, soft silty clay and 

represented an imported topsoil for the former garden centre which previously occupied the 

site. 

 

Beneath layer 1000 was former topsoil 1001 present to a maximum depth of 0.50m in with 

a maximum thickness of 0.31 in sample section 1. The layer comprised a light orangish 

brown, soft, silty clay and represented the former topsoil present across the site prior to the 

garden centre. 

 

Below was former subsoil 1002 which was present to a maximum depth of 0.97 with a 

maximum thickness of 0.53m in sample section 1. The layer comprised a dark brownish 

grey, firm, silty clay and represented a former agricultural subsoil. 

 

At the base of the stratigraphic sequence was natural geology 1003 which comprised a light 

yellowish brown, firm, sandy clay. 
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10.0 DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION  

 

There was a moderate to high potential for finds and features relating to the Medieval and 

post-medieval periods, a moderate potential for Saxon finds, and a low potential for finds 

and features from all remaining periods. 

 

Despite the above potential the evaluation revealed no archaeological finds or features. It 

did reveal that a substantial amount of topsoil was imported onto the site for the garden 

centre that previously occupied the site and that the prior topsoil and agricultural subsoil 

were preserved beneath this layer. This indicates that had archaeological features been 

present within the site bounds they would have been preserved below these layers, however 

their absence suggests that the site was most likely in use as agricultural fields prior to its 

use as a garden centre. 
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11.0 ARCHIVE DEPOSITION 

 

The final archive will be deposited following the acquisition of the transfer of title. The 

deposition will be made with Norfolk Museum Service, subject to agreement with the legal 

landowner where finds are concerned. A Museum Accession number will be obtained well in 

advance of deposition. The digital archive will be stored with the Archaeological Data Service 

(ADS). 

  



 

40 Marshland Street, Terrington St Clement, Norfolk 

Informative Archaeological Trial Trenching 

 

 

20 
© Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2020 all rights reserved    Report Number 1274  
 

12.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Britannia Archaeology would like to thank David Warnes for commissioning and funding the 

project. 

 

We would also like to thank Steve Hickling of NCC ES for his help and advice throughout the 

project. 

 

The site was excavated by Martin Brook and Matthew Selfe of Britannia Archaeology Ltd. 

  



 

40 Marshland Street, Terrington St Clement, Norfolk 

Informative Archaeological Trial Trenching 

 

 

21 
© Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2020 all rights reserved    Report Number 1274  
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Brown, D.H. 2007. Archaeological Archives. A guide to best practice in creation, compilation, 

transfer and curation; Archaeological Archives Forum. 

 

Brown, N. And Glazebrook, J. 2000. Research and Archaeology: a Framework for the Eastern 

Counties, 2. research agenda and strategy; East Anglian Archaeol. Occ. Paper 8. 

 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists.  2014.  Code of Conduct.   

 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists.  2020.  Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 

Evaluation.  

 

English Heritage, 2006. Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 

(MoRPHE)  

 

Gurney, D.  2003.  Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England; East Anglian  

Archaeology Occasional Paper 14. 

 

Hickling, S. 2020. Brief for Informative Trenching as Part of a Programme of Archaeological 

Mitigatory Works at Land Adjacent to 40 Marshland Street, Terrington St Clement, Norfolk. 

 

Medlycott.  2011.  Research and Archaeology Revisited: a revised framework for the East of 

England; East Anglian Archaeology Occasional Paper 24. 

 

Mills. A. D, 2003.  Oxford Dictionary of British Place Names. Oxford University Press. 

 

Robertson, D. et al. 2018. Standards for Developer-Led Archaeological Projects in Norfolk. 

NCC Environment Service. 

 

United Kingdom Institute for Conservation, 1983. Packaging and Storage of Freshly-

Excavated Artefacts from Archaeological Sites; Conservation Guidelines No. 2. 

 

 

Websites:  

 

The British Geological Survey (Natural Environment Research Council) – Geology of Britain 

Viewer - www.bgs.ac.uk/opengeoscience/home.html?Accordion2=1#maps 

http://www.bgs.ac.uk/opengeoscience/home.html?Accordion2=1#maps


 

40 Marshland Street, Terrington St Clement, Norfolk 

Informative Archaeological Trial Trenching 

 

 

22 
© Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2020 all rights reserved    Report Number 1274  
 

 

English Heritage PastScape www.pastscape.org.uk 

 

Archaeological Data Service (ADS) www.ads.ahds.ac.uk 

 

English Heritage National List for England  

www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-for-

england 

 

DEFRA Magic http://magic.defra.gov.uk/website/magic

http://www.pastscape.org.uk/
http://www.ads.ahds.ac.uk/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-for-england
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/national-heritage-list-for-england
http://magic.defra.gov.uk/website/magic


 

40 Marshland Street, Terrington St Clement, Norfolk 

Post-determinative Trial Trenching 
 

 

23 
© Britannia Archaeology Ltd 2020 all rights reserved    Report Number 1274  
 

APPENDIX 1 – DEPOSIT TABLES 

 

TRENCH 1 

  
Trench No  

1 

Orientation  

NE-SW 

Height AOD  

2.85 

Shot ID  

1 

Sample Section No  

1 

Location  

NE end, NW side 

Facing 

SE 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 

1000 0.00-0.19m Imported topsoil: Dark brownish grey, soft, silty clay. 

1001 0.19-0.50m Former topsoil: Light, orangish brown, soft, silty clay. 

1002 0.44-0.97m Former subsoil: Dark brownish grey, firm, silty clay. 

1003 0.97m+ Natural: Light yellowish brown, firm, sandy clay. 

 

 

TRENCH 2  

 
 

Trench No  

2 

Orientation  

NW-SE 

Height AOD  

2.80 

Shot ID  

4 

Sample Section No  

2 

Location  

SW side 

Facing 

NE 

Context No Depth Deposit Description 

1000 0.00-0.20m Imported topsoil: Dark brownish grey, soft, silty clay. 

1001 0.20-0.42m Former topsoil: Light, orangish brown, soft, silty clay. 

1002 0.42-0.88m Former subsoil: Dark brownish grey, firm, silty clay. 

1003 0.88m+ Natural: Light yellowish brown, firm, sandy clay. 
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APPENDIX – 2 OASIS FORM 
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