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Introduction 
 
Excavations at the site of No.1 Poultry in the City of London were undertaken by the Museum of 
London Archaeology Service between 1994 and 1996.  An area of approximately 3,400 square metres 
was excavated.  The total weight of metalworking waste recovered has not been recorded, but is of the 
order of several hundred kilograms.  At the time of assessment the bulk ironworking waste and some 
material extracted from environmental samples was packed in 17 large, “skeleton” boxes, 53 smaller, 
“shoe” boxes, and 2 large plastic bags.  2 Stewart boxes contained hammerscale and other material 
recovered (using a magnet) from the 1mm sieve residues during the processing of environmental soil 
samples.  8 large plastic tubs contained “industrial” soil samples retained for further study.  Lead/lead 
artefacts comprised a further 7 boxes. 
 
The site extends westwards from the main channel of the Walbrook and was cut by its small tributaries, 
giving rise to numerous waterlogged deposits.  Roman settlement of the area followed the construction 
c50 AD of a major E-W aligned road, the Via Decumana, and a series of associated revetments and 
drainage schemes.  Timber buildings to either side of the road were to the south replaced by, and to the 
north supplemented by, stone structures by the third century.  Excavation showed little occupation from 
the Roman until the late Saxon period at which date a range of sunken buildings were constructed.  A 
“boxed hearth” was dated archaeomagnetically to 1060-1150AD at 95% confidence level.  Good 
documentation is available for the area in medieval times.  It is notable that records of about 1300 AD 
show the intersection of Poultry and Bucklersbury to be fronted by numerous ironmongers shops and 
some smithies.  The extent to which the ironmongers engaged in the manufacture or repair of goods is 
not known. 
 
 
Dating of metalworking activities 
 
At the time of assessment detailed dating of the debris deposits was not available.  Some preliminary 
ceramic-based dates for contexts have been included in the tabulated data presented in this report, 
although these may be subject to revision.  A “fair amount” of the evidence of industrial activity was 
suggested to be associated with the late Saxon Period (Rowsome pers comm.). 
 
 
Context number allocation by site area 
 
 Eval 1,000 - 1,499 
 Area 1 1 - 999 & 1,500 – 2,179 
 Area 2 2,180 - 2,499 
 Area 9 2,500 - 4,499 
 Eastern O+R Area 3 4,500 - 5,999 
 Service Yard Area 5 6,000 - 6,999 
 Area 8 7,000 - 10,999 
 Area 10 11,000 - 13,999 
 Western O+R Area 4 14,000 - 14,999 
 Area 11 15,000 - 17,999 
 Area 7 & 12 18,000+ 

























Storage of slag 
 
It is recommended that all the slag should be saved.  Ironworking slag, being predominantly fayalitic, is 
not prone to deterioration and requires no special treatment.  The No.1 Poultry material is currently 
stored in a wide range of boxes and bags which range from very full to almost empty.  Some 
rationalisation of the current boxing, together with exterior labelling of context numbers and removal 
of adhering soil would improve future storage and access.  
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