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Number 1 Poultry: Post-Roman Glass  Richenda Goffin (MoLAS) 
 

Introduction 
 
Post-Roman glass survival from the excavations was not good, except for the 17th-century 
deposits in Area 11. 
 
The assemblage (number of accessions) 
 
Area Quantity 
Evaluation 5
Area 1 15
Area 5 5
Area 8 56
Area 9 5
Area 10 68
Area 11 26
Area 7/12 2
TOTAL 187
 
Late Saxon/early medieval 
 
Many fragments of Roman glass were present as residual finds in the tenth and eleventh 
century deposits.  It is likely that there is in addition a small quantity of non-durable potash 
glass dating to the tenth/eleventh centuries in the assemblage.  This type of glass is usually 
poorly preserved in the archaeological record and often surviving fragments are small and 
undiagnostic in shape.  Such glass is increasingly being identified from urban sites.  It is 
possible too that there may be early medieval window glass.  Fragments of late 11th-century 
date recovered from Watling Court are of significance since they probably originate from a 
secular rather than religious building. If any are identified from Poultry, they could originate 
from a domestic environment or from one of the phases of ecclesiastical construction 
associated with St Benet Sherehog.   
  
Medieval 
 
No glass artefacts associated with the thirteenth to fifteenth century have been found, 
although close examination of the material may lead to the identification of some fragments.  
 
Post-medieval 
 
The largest part of the glass assemblage from Poultry was the post-medieval vessel glass. 
Several fragments of wineglass and pharmaceutical bottles dating to the seventeenth century 
were recovered from Area 1. 
 
A large and extremely important group of vessel glass was recovered from [16001] and 
[16004] <5289>, together with pharmaceutical phials, flasks and wine bottles.   The group is 
exceptional in its range and colours, and may represent an individual’s personal collection.  A 
substantial amount of wineglass fragments were recovered, dating from the late sixteenth to 
the second part of the seventeenth century.  They include blown and moulded knops of 1580-
1640 date, and fragments of Venetian-style blue, white and clear trailed decorated handles 
which are of later date.  In addition many pieces of the upper part of the wineglasses have 
survived, some of which are white with red and blue trailed decoration.  Other vessel types 
include fragments of green beakers which are rarely found in this country, although 
ubiquitous in the Netherlands.  A substantial amount of a clear glass handle from a posset 
pot, a style usually associated with ceramics was also identified.  Other unusual vessels 
included a possible bowl consisting of a large base made in two parts, with a conical basal 
kick and pedestal shaped form from [16001].  Also present are marbled coloured wares or 
Schmelz glass made to imitate minerals such as jasper, onyx and chalcedony.  
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Potential of the data 
 
Late Saxon/early medieval 
 
1.  Tenth- and eleventh-century material may provide evidence of vessels used in a domestic 
environment, contributing to an understanding of the material culture of the occupants. 
 
2.  Spatial analysis of any identified window glass belonging to this period may provide 
additional evidence on the appearance of particular buildings.  
 
3. A study of manufacturing techniques and scientific analysis of glass types may provide 
information on materials used, and possible origins for glass types.  Comparisons with other 
similarly dated glass groups will be made, such as the 11th century window glass from 
Westminster Abbey, (Shepherd, 1997, p 92) and Winchester (Biddle and Hunter, 1990, p350-
386). 
 
4.  Any identifiable glass calenders or linen smoothers, or spindlewhorls will contribute to any 
discussion on the cloth preparation industry during this period. 
  
Medieval 
 
5.  Any identification of vessel forms will provide information on the details of the domestic 
environment of the inhabitants of the area at this period.  An examination of the distribution of 
any identified fragments may indicate possible associations with structures, such as the 
church of St Benet Sherehog. 
 
Post-medieval 
 
6.  An examination of the bottle glass may provide dating evidence for the post-medieval 
deposits. 
 
7.  A study of the forms present may provide information on the functions of the glass and 
therefore indicate types of activity undertaken by the users of the glass. 
 
8.  A study of form, decoration and manufacturing techniques for vessel glass may provide 
evidence on the wealth and status of the inhabitants.  In view of the presence of wealthy 
merchants in the Cheapside and Walbrook area, good assemblages of material can be 
expected. 
 
9.  Imported and unusual glassware may be present, in view of the cosmopolitan nature of 
the settlement during this period.   
 
10.  It may be possible to associate closely-dated groups from features such as cesspits with 
documentary evidence on particular properties. 
   
Revised research aims 
 
Late Saxon/early medieval 
 
Topics 1-3 remain as in the Original Research Design. 
 
Post-medieval 
 
1.  The large assemblage of glass from [16001] and [16004] is of particularly high quality and 
indicates a range of types which may represent a ‘curated’ group of material, perhaps in one 
person’s lifetime or from two generations.  The presence of glass from the Low Countries 
may be of significance, in view of the large group of Dutch tin-glazed tiles from the same 
context.  It may be possible to tie in the provenances of various glass types with particular 
countries and to suggest a likely connection with the documentary evidence by investigating 
the occupants of nearby properties.   The glass was found in a brick-lined cesspit in the north-
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west corner of the site, which may be connected to properties fronting Bucklersbury or other 
adjacent buildings. 
 
2.  The glass may be examined with a view to considering English glassmaking in the 
seventeenth century, evidence of which has been discovered at such sites as the Bear 
Garden. 
 
3.  Many of the vessels present may be partially reconstructed, and may add to existing 
typologies of glass forms. 
 
4.  Scientific analysis of the raw materials which were used may indicate source of 
manufacture.  This may provide evidence for the wealth and status of the owner of the glass 
and indicate unusual trade connections . 
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