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Black Bull Close 
Dunbar, East Lothian 

 

Phase 1: Historic Building Recording, monitoring and evaluation 
 

Executive Summary 
 

Addyman Archaeology undertook Historic Building Recording, monitoring during site clearance and 
excavation of test pits at Black Bull Close, High Street, Dunbar, as part of an initial programme of 
archaeological evaluation of the site. The site is a series of partially derelict buildings, which are 
proposed for rebuilding and refurbishment, along with the construction of two new extensions as part of 
a redevelopment by a local charity. 

 
The Historic Building Recording has confirmed the initial assessment that the buildings most likelydate 
to the mid-18th - mid19th century, potentially incorporating earlier 17th century elements.The earliest 
datable feature on site remains the roll moulding on a blocked doorway on Building 1 on the north side 
of the close. This type of doorway dates to the 16th century or possibly the early 17th century. As only 
part of the roll moulding survives it does not appear to be in situ, but is most probably reused from an 
earlier building on or near the site. The historic building survey and investigations following the 
clearance have produced a wealth of detail and information on how the buildings were occupied, and 
how they would have looked. 

 
Nine test pits were excavated in Buildings 1 – 5. These revealed clay bonded wall footings of an earlier 
building along the north side of Building 1 as well as possible earlier surfaces and a possible gully cut 
into the natural gravels. Building 2 displayed a similar sequence, with a series of compact floor deposits 
comprising coal and firm clay. Building 3, which contained a large amount of 19th and 20th century 
overburden, contained a series of cross walls built directly on top of a compact surface. These walls 
were later than the rear north wall of the Close, which appears to pre-date Building 3. Below the 
buildings was 1m of medieval and post-medieval midden deposits, containing shell, animal bone and 
medieval pottery. An east-west boundary ditch was cut into the gravels on the north side of the building, 
aligned with the present Close wall. Building 4 contained pits cut into a reddish-brown sand, which was 
directly below the rubble bedding for the concrete floor. These pits also contained midden material. One 
had traces of clay lining and was over 0.8m in depth. The present ground level of Building 5 was c0.6m 
above that of the floor of adjacent Building 4, and much of the deposit exposed was of fairly recent date; 
the lower deposits consisted of reddish brown sand with charcoal flecks, similar to deposits found in 
Buildings 2 and 4. 

 
The evaluation has highlighted both the history of the upstanding buildings on site, providing evidence 
for their foundations and construction, as well as evidence for earlier buildings below them. The test pits 
have highlighted both the shallow nature of the archaeological deposits below the buildings as well as 
the extent of those deposits to a depth of over 1m at the rear of the plot. The findings demonstrate that 
any ground disturbance within and to the rear of the buildings will disturb archaeological deposits and 
therefore a mitigation strategy should be developed in conjunction with the proposed groundworks 
taking place on the site. 
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1. Introduction 
 

i. Background and previous work 
 

Addyman Archaeology was commissioned by The Ridge to provide archaeological advice and 
undertake historic building recording, monitoring and excavation prior to the restoration and extension 
of a group of historic buildings located to the rear of Black Bull Close, High Street, Dunbar. The 
buildings are located within the historic core of medieval Dunbar and though in a derelict condition are 
thought to date to the 18th or possibly the early 17th century. Given their location and the results of 
previous excavations within the backlands of Dunbar High Street, it is likely that archaeological remains 
predating the upstanding buildings survive on the site, which may be impacted upon during its 
redevelopment. 

 
Prior to the submission of the planning application for the site and following consultation with East 
Lothian Council Archaeology Service and Addyman Archaeology, the archaeological works were 
outlined in a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) dated April 2018 and submitted to East Lothian 
Council Archaeology Service for approval. The phase 1 works were intended to inform the direction of 
the project in terms of archaeology and provide additional information on the requirements for 
archaeology when the project moves into the development phase. The results of this first phase of works 
are therefore presented here in order to inform the archaeological conditions. 

 
A record of the phase 1 archaeological  works will be deposited with the Online Access to the Index of 
Archaeological Investigations (OASIS ID addymana1-332438) website hosted by the Archaeological 
Data Service and with Discovery and Excavation in Scotland (DES), the annual publication of fieldwork 
by Archaeology Scotland. 

 
This report contains maps reproduced under licence by permission of the Trustees of the National 
Library of Scotland (NLS). The Roy Military Survey appears courtesy of the British Library Board (BL). 

 
ii. Site location and setting 

 
Black Bull Close is located in the centre of Dunbar, behind The Black Bull Inn, 72 High Street, Dunbar 
(figure 1). The land is relatively level with derelict buildings directly behind The Black Bull Inn, with 
an open area, now cultivated as a community garden, to the rear. At the west end of the site is a sandstone 
boundary wall, on the other side of which is a steep drop to an area now occupied by a supermarket and 
carpark. 
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Figure 1   Site location and plan 



Black Bull Close, Dunbar, East Lothian 

Historic Building Recording, monitoring and evaluation 
October 2018 

Addyman Archaeology 
for The Ridge 8 

 

 

2. Historical Summary 
 

i. Foundation and development of Dunbar 
 

Archaeological evidence shows that the area now occupied by the town of Dunbar has been continuously 
occupied since the Roman Iron Age (first to fourth century AD). Dunbar is in a strategically important 
location, both in relation to travel by land or by sea. A Northumbrian fort occupied the headland before 
the medieval castle was built, and prior to the formal laying out of the town in the medieval period, the 
area around the defended headland was the focus of the settlement. There was a second focus of activity 
around the monastery in the area now occupied by the Co-op, Factory Shop and Friars Croft flats, 
directly to the west of the site. A monastery had been founded here between 1240 and 1243. 

 
The town of Dunbar was granted baronial status in 1370 and became a royal burgh in 1445. Due to its 
location and its strategic importance there are many historical documents relating to Dunbar. A more 
detailed account of the town’s development is presented in the Burgh Survey (Dennison et al 2006). Of 
particular relevance to our understanding of the origins and development of Black Bull Close is the 
foundation and expansion of the town during the medieval and later periods. 

 
The Burgh Survey states that it is not clear exactly where the medieval town was located and along 
which axis it spread. It is likely that the nucleus of the medieval town was beneath the castle in the area 
around the harbour; therefore, it is possible that Church Street/Castle Street was originally the main 
street, with the current High Street a later addition. However, the limited archaeological excavations that 
have been undertaken within the town indicate that the north end of the High Street has its origins in the 
medieval period. 

 
iii. Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries 

 
The earliest datable feature on site so far is a roll moulding on a blocked doorway on Building 1 on the 
north side of the close. This type of doorway dates to the 16th century or possibly the early 17th century. 

 
The layout of Dunbar based along the current High Street as we know it today was in existence by the 
late 16th or early 17th century. The Tollbooth and the George Hotel were certainly present by this time, 
with the latter documented as being built in 1625. The George Hotel is located on the opposite side of 
the street from The Black Bull, and assuming a relatively even development along both sides of the High 
Street, The Black Bull and buildings to the rear may also be early 17th century. 

 
iv. Map Evidence 

 
There are a number of early maps of Dunbar which show the layout and extent of the settlement, 
including Adair’s map of 1682 (Figure 2). The layout of burgage plots on either side of the High Street 
with buildings on the frontage has been established.  The castle and the church mark the limits of the 
settlement. Forrest’s map of the early 19th century shows the infilling of this pattern, with a denser town 
layout (Figure 3). 

 
The earliest detailed maps that depict individual buildings are from the later 19th century (Figure 4). 
John Wood’s plan of 1830 was the earliest identified and is reproduced below. However, due to the scale 
of the maps it is not possible to be certain whether the buildings still standing on the site at Black Bull 
Close are the ones depicted on the maps. Therefore whilst they are informative they cannot be used to 
accurately date the upstanding buildings. 
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Figure 2 John Adair Plan of East Lothian (extract)1682. NLS 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 William Forrest Map of Haddingtonshire (extract) 1802. NLS 
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Figure 4 Detailed 19th and 20th century maps of Dunbar. All NLS. 
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3. Methodology 
 

i. Historic Building Recording methodology 
 

A Basic level Historic Building survey was undertaken of all structures. This included: 
 

• Photographic survey of the interior and exterior of the buildings, detailed shots of particular 
features and general shots showing the setting; 

• Digital rectified photography of selected elevations; 
• Buildings 2 and 4 were planned prior to the erection of scaffold (detailed plans of buildings 2, 

3 and 5 will be produced during the next phase of works). 
 

If required detailed elevation drawings can be produced from the digital rectified photography. 
 
 

ii. Monitoring of Clearance 
 

Large amounts of accumulated debris, modern rubbish and structural collapse were present in all 
buildings, particularly Building 1. Much of the initial clearance was undertaken by the contractors, with 
archaeological guidance and supervision where necessary. As the clearance progressed regular 
monitoring visits were undertaken and any newly revealed areas photographed and recorded. 

 
The timber partitions within Building 4 were recorded in situ and fully recorded by the site 
archaeologist, prior to their removal. 

 
Any structural timbers deemed suitable for dendrochronological dating, or displaying evidence that 
they had been previously used (eg ship’s timbers) were retained for specialist assessment. 

 
iii. Recording of Trench in Building 3 

 
During remedial works carried out to stabilize the north wall of Building 3 a trench was hand excavated 
through the overburden to expose the foundations of the wall that required rebuilding. Following partial 
removal of the accumulated overburden by hand, this trench was re-excavated and cleaned by 
archaeologists and fully recorded. 

 
iv. Excavation of Test Pits 

 
Nine test pits were hand excavated by archaeologists (figure 1) in order to assess the depth of deposits 
below the floor of the buildings and to provide information on the upstanding walls for engineering 
purposes. The location of eight of the test pits had been agreed in the WSI, but it was decided that an 
additional test pit located at the base of the trench already excavated in Building 3 would allow the best 
opportunity to assess the full depths of the deposits on site. 

 
v. Community Archaeology 

 
As part of the Community Engagement, Addyman Archaeology ran four sessions during the school 
holidays and three sessions during Scottish Archaeology Month/East Lothian Archaeology Fortnight.  
This introduced children and adults to the site and they were able to participate in excavation, sieving, 
finds washing and identification. All visitors were provided with a site tour and there are plans to 
continue with archaeological events as part of the next phase of works. 
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4. Historic Building Recording 
 

i. Introduction 
 

The buildings at Black Bull Close consist of a series of five buildings in various states of preservation, 
arranged either side of a narrow close which runs off the High Street in Dunbar. The buildings are all 
built of local red sandstone, with some blocking and minor additions in brick. Some of the bricks found 
were produced in the brickworks in Dunbar and Prestonpans. None of the buildings retain their roofs, 
though the debris removed from the buildings would suggest they were originally of slate. 

 
Buildings 1 and 4 are the best preserved; they survive to full first floor wall-head height and retain some 
internal fittings. The remaining buildings are shells that have been used for dumping rubbish, and were 
overgrown with small trees and ivy. 

 
Digital rectified photography was undertaken of Buildings 1 and 4. The survey produced a detailed 3D 
photogrammetric model of the walls; these, in turn, were used to produce accurate scaled elevations. 
The elevations of Building 1 are included within this report (Figure 5-Figure 9). These models may be 
displayed in several ways and may be further digitised to produce accurate line drawings. If required, 
the photogrammetry programme may be extended to the remaining buildings on site, generating both 
3D models and scaled elevations of the building complex. 

 
 

Figure 5 Black Bull Close elevation of Building 1 
 
 

ii. Building 1 
 

Building 1 is the largest and best preserved of the buildings. It is also the one about which we have the 
most anecdotal evidence in relation to its occupation and use. The fixtures and fittings that survive tie 
in well with what visitors to the site recall of its use in the recent past. 

 
The ground floor of Building 1 appears to have been divided into two rooms with a central passageway 
which was occupied by the stair giving access to the first floor. The east end room has a concrete floor 
sloping down to a central drain; it had most recently been used by the Black Bull Pub for storage 
purposes, but prior to that was part of a butchers’ shop. Also associated with its use as a 
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butchers’ shop are two cast iron I-section beams with rollers and hooks used to hang carcasses. There 
are other features that suggest that this space formerly had a different use. The walls are currently 
obscured by thick cement plaster so it is not possible to see the detail of the masonry. However, the 
arched recess in the east gable suggests there was formerly a fireplace or range there. It is very similar 
to the blocked arch-headed fireplace in the west wall. It may be possible to record this feature further 
following the removal of the cement plaster. 

 
The west end still retained some of the earlier flagstones (Plate 1 There were also a number of fittings 
thought to relate to its use as a butchers shop. A large ceramic sink sits beneath the window onto the 
close, and a large cast iron boiler was built into a blocked former range/fireplace within the west wall. 
This room has a window at the north end of the west gable opening out on to Building 2; it appears that 
this window was formerly a door (Plate 2). 

 
The first floor of the building was reached from a timber stair accessed through the central doorway 
from the close. The first floor was then divided into two near-identical apartments, each with two rooms: 
a functional living kitchen with a cast iron range for cooking and heating, and a second grander room 
with an ornamental fireplace and wooden press. The south rooms each had a window overlooking the 
close. The remains of lath and plaster partitions can still be seen subdividing the rooms. The fireplaces 
and hearth slabs were also still in situ, but were removed during the clearance for safety reasons. 

 

 

Plate 1 Surviving flagstones at south west end (0209) Plate 2 West wall of Building 1 (0160) 
 
 

a. Reused timbers 
 

In order to make the building safe to allow public access it was necessary to renew the timber lintels 
over the door at the east end. The timbers that were removed were found to have evidence of previous 
use: an initial inspection has indicated they are oak timbers, most likely from a ship. The timbers are 
currently undergoing assessment by specialists to determine their suitability for dendrochronological 
dating and further analysis. 
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Figure 6 East interior elevation of Building 1 

 
 

Figure 7 North interior elevation of Building 1 
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Figure 8   South Interior elevation of Building 1 

 
 

Figure 9   West interior elevation of Building 1 
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iii. Building 2 

 
Building 2 is the smallest of the buildings, almost appearing too small to have functioned as a building, 
rather, representing the space between the two more substantial buildings on either side. However, a 
masonry cross-wall (Plate 3) abutting the west wall suggested that it had internal subdivisions. A visitor 
to the site who had lived above the Black Bull as a child remembers the area from the 1940’s, and stated 
it had been used as a dump even then. There are no features on the walls that can be attributed specifically 
to the function of Building 2 itself. The east wall of Building 2 has at its north end a blocked doorway, 
which became a window and was latterly blocked entirely with brick (Plate 4). There are also two 
shallow presses with timber lintels over, separated by a pier of sandstone rubble; the southernmost 
appears to have originally been a doorway, as the blocked opening is visible from Building 1. Following 
the removal of the obviously modern rubbish, the lower overburden deposits still contained large 
amounts of 19th and 20th century pottery and glass. The excavation of the test pits did not provide any 
further evidence relating to the use of the building. There were no cobbled surfaces present which may 
have indicated that this area had been a small external unroofed courtyard. 

 

 

Plate 3 Masonry cross wall Building 2 (0223) Plate 4 Blocked doorway window between 
Buildings 1 and 2. (0232) 

 
 

iv. Building 3 
 

The least well preserved of the buildings, Building 3 lies on the north side of the Close at the West end, 
and is represented only by a two storey gable and short section of masonry wall. Its north wall is formed 
by the plot boundary wall. There is some complexity to the phasing of this building although it is difficult 
at this stage to understand what these phases represent. 
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Plate 5 Fireplace in Buildings 3. (0278) 

 
The east gable has several phases represented within the fabric (Plate 5). The further excavation of the 
remainder of the interior may help to shed some light on this. Even following the removal of the 
vegetation and modern debris, a substantial depth of accumulated soil, pottery and glass had built up. 
The depth of the deposits and the condition of the building suggest that it has been derelict for longer 
than the other buildings. There was a large quantity of glass, including a particularly high number of 
complete bottles, particularly in the area in front of the hearth, recovered from the Building. 

 
During the site clearance and subsequent community excavation the remains of several masonry walls 
were uncovered (Figure 1). A substantial wall (304) was found at a lower level, which ran parallel to 
the gable and was in alignment with a short section of upstanding wall forming the south east corner of 
the building. The excavated section of the wall included one side of an entrance and had the remains of 
wall plaster adhering to it (Plate 6). If this is indeed the rear wall of the building, it represents a very 
small structure, less than half the length of the other buildings. A second, narrower wall (307) was also 
uncovered, which ran at a slight angle to the gable and wall (304). This wall runs directly in front of the 
fireplace, which suggests it must have been built after the fireplace was no longer in use.  It is possible 
that once Building 3 became derelict a smaller structure was built as some kind of outbuilding reusing 
some of the upstanding walls. Further excavation will determine if this wall is at the same level as the 
main gable or has other deposits beneath it. 

 

Plate 6 Walls uncovered in Buildings 3, 304 in the foreground, 307 behind. (0324) 
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v. Building 4 
 

Situated on the south side of the close, Building 4 is generally well preserved, with many internal fixtures 
and fittings surviving. The walls are red sandstone masonry similar to the other buildings. The masonry 
had collapsed around the ground and first floor windows in the west wall, exposing the mortar. 
Interestingly, the bottom of the wall, up to the height of the ground floor window lintel, is bonded with 
clay/earth, while lime mortar being used above, where the wall is thinner (Plate 7). The main boundary 
wall of the plot, adjacent to Masons Close, is bonded with clay to its full height. 

 

Plate 7 Buildings 4 wall showing junction between clay and lime mortar, (0260) 
 

The ground floor consisted of four rooms: an entrance hall, small cupboard to the left, small room, and 
main large room with a fireplace in the south wall. The partitions were all formed from timber panelling. 
Timber panelling also survived along the north and part of the south wall. The floor wass almost entirely 
covered with a thin skim of concrete, with the exception of the cupboard which has large irregular 
flagstones covering most of the floor. No evidence for an earlier floor surface was found during the 
excavation of the test pit, so the floor was most likely a timber one which was lifted before the concrete 
was poured. The concrete respects the timber panelling. The main room downstairs is large, with two 
windows in the west wall. There is a substantial fireplace with sandstone surround with a range and an 
adjacent press on the south wall (Plate 9). In the south-east corner of the room, a timber corner shelf 
survived. The room was panelled to dado-height with tongue and groove, seen to run behind the timber 
partitions. A second opening for a fireplace with chimney above was found behind the panelling on the 
north wall. 

 
The layout of the timber partitions and the concrete floor suggest a non-domestic function, at least 
latterly. The timber partition around the south east area had a small hatch-like opening as well as a door 
into the main room and a second opening into the hall area: this may have been to separate an office or 
business area from the domestic part of the building. 
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Plate 8 Building 4 first floor range (0117) Plate 9 Building 4 ground floor range and press (0195) 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 10 Buildings 4 interior west end (0264) 
 

The first floor was entered via an external stone staircase off the close. The upstairs was divided into 
two separate rooms, with the scar of the partition visible on both north and south walls. The rooms were 
well lit, with windows facing east and west as well as overlooking the close. Each room had a fireplace 
with substantial sandstone surround, the east room had a cast iron fireplace, with a timber- lined and -
shelved press. There is an additional recess in the west wall and a further press in the north wall, both 
of which show the impression of shelving (Plate 10). The outline of a timber molding around part of the 
room at dado height is also visible within the wall plaster. In common with the apartments upstairs in 
Building 1, the second room was more functional with a cast iron range for cooking (Plate 8). 
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vi. Building 5 

 
Building 5 is an enclosed yard behind Building 4; there is no evidence that it was roofed. The west 
windows of Building 4 overlook it and the only access is from Black Bull Close. As with the other 
buildings a large amount of rubbish, vegetation and accumulated soil were removed during the 
clearance. The area immediately inside the entrance was hand cleaned to establish the ground level 
uncovering a small area of rough stones, but not an even cobbled surface. A similar patch of stones was 
present in the south west corner, however the excavation of the test pit in the south-east corner did not 
reveal a stone surface. It is possible that these rough patches of stone were simply laid to cover 
particularly wet areas in the yard, which may have been bare earth or grass. The majority of the yard is 
open; with several brick outbuildings built along the inside west wall (Plate 11). A masonry wall runs 
parallel to the wall of the close, and subdivisions have been built from brick with entrances off the close. 
The open area may have been used as a drying green with the outbuildings being used as coal cellars, 
wash houses and an outside toilet. The arrangement of these buildings, and indeed their function, no 
doubt changed over time. An additional opening was slapped through the wall of the close to give access 
to the building in the south west corner. 
 

 

Plate 11 Buildings 5 following clearance, showing brick outbuildings (0218) 
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5. Test Pits 

 
 

Figure 10 Section drawings of selected test pits 
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i. Building 1 
 

a. Test Pit 1 
 

Three test pits were excavated in Building 1. Below the concrete floor [118], Test Pit 1 revealed a thick 
layer (0.30m depth) of heavily compacted crushed rubble and mortar [100]. This varied in composition 
across the trench, with patches of soil in some areas, and appeared to be a mixed demolition and rubble 
layer, overlying earlier possible structural layers. Below was a dark brown organic silt layer [101], 0.10m 
thick, containing a large angular stone in the north-west corner of the trench. The deposit became siltier 
and was mixed with charcoal towards the south. This overlay a compact layer of crushed lime mortar 
[102], which was thicker in the north-west corner (0.12m) and more compact. In the north-west corner 
this deposit overlay two faced sandstone blocks [103], which were laid one on top of the other and 
interpreted as the possible remains of a wall. 

 
In the southern part of the trench, deposit [100] directly overlay compact dark brown clayey silt [104], 
which contained flecks of charcoal and red clay and was thought to be the remains of a possible surface. 
Two large stones were located at the base of the deposit. This deposit overlay compact blackish brown 
silt [105], 0.10m thick and visible only in the south-west section of the trench. The silt 
[105] and the sandstone wall [103] overlay a thick deposit (0.2m) of reddish brown clayey silt with 
occasional small stones and charcoal [106]. The western half of this deposit only was removed to reveal 
compact clay with stones [107], thought to represent a possible surface. Cut through this deposit and 
into the natural gravels [117] was a shallow gully [116]. This ran N-S and was filled with greyish brown 
clayey silt [115]. 

 
 

 

Plate 12 Test pit 1 north section (0385) Plate 13 Test pit 2 plan view (0399) 
 
 

b. Test Pit 2 
 

Below the concrete floor [118] in Test Pit 2 was a large sandstone paving slab [108] with the long edge 
against the south wall [114], forming the earlier floor. A rough surface [109] formed of sub- angular red 
sandstone within a brown silt matrix was found adjacent to the floor and an iron plate was laid diagonally 
across this deposit. The plate was 0.5m long, 0.25m wide and 0.01m thick and was encrusted with rust 
on top. The east side of the test pit contained a cut [113] for a drain, which contained a ceramic pipe 
leading to a drain in the floor within the building. The cut was filled with loose grey silt [112], with 
frequent charcoal, stones and mortar. 

 
The drain was cut through a loose yellow mortar deposit [110], directly beneath [109]. This was 0.04m 
thick and contained occasional red sandstone fragments and charcoal. The mortar overlay friable dark 
brown clayey silt [111], with patches of charcoal, reddish/yellowish clay and occasional 
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charcoal and stones. These deposits appear to be similar to [106] in Test Pit 1.  Given the constraints of 
the trench with the drain the natural deposits were not reached. 

 
c. Test Pit 3 

 
Below the concrete [118] and a layer of asphalt levelling material [119] was a layer of compacted lime 
mortar rich deposit containing frequent large angular stones and occasional large cobbles [120], 0.26m 
in depth. This deposit directly overlay a clay bonded rubble sandstone wall [121], which ran parallel to 
the north wall of Building 1. The wall was roughly coursed with 4 courses surviving, with a stepped out 
(eroded?) south face. No cut was evident and the wall was built directly on deposit [123] (see below). 
The wall returned to the south at its eastern extent. 

 
Below mortar deposit [120] was a black coal rich deposit [122] 0.12m thick, which overlay mid brown 
sandy silt with frequent large lime mortar flecks and large coal fragments [123] 0.12m thick. This deposit 
was sloped downwards from north to south with the wall [121] built at the northern upper end. This 
overlay a thin deposit of compact black coal, which sloped downwards to the south. Below the coal was 
mid orangey brown sandy silt [125], which was 0.18m thick and overlay natural gravel [126]. 

 

 

Plate 14 Test pit 3 plan view (0460) Plate 15 Test pit 3 foundations in section (0464) 
 
 

ii. Building 2 
 

a. Test Pit 4 
 

Test Pit 4 (Plate 16) was located in the north-western corner of Building 2, adjacent to the Close wall 
and the west wall of Building 1. The uppermost deposit comprised mid brownish black mixed humic 
silt, rich in finds and 0.05m thick. This overlay a thick layer of light brown sandy silt (0.55m thick) with 
lime mortar [217], containing angular masonry rubble including one ‘double header’ stone dressed on 
three sides. Below this was a 0.15m thick deposit of compact black coal [218], similar to 
[122] in Test Pit 3. The coal overlay mid orange brown clayey silt [219] 0.1m thick, which was very 
compact and possibly the remains of an earth floor; this was similar to [104] in Test Pit 1. 

 
Deposit [219] overlay a further black coal/burnt shale deposit [220] up to 0.15m thick, which sloped 
downwards from against the east wall of Building 1; this filled a circular pit [223], which was cut into 
mid orange brown sandy silt [221] up to 0.2m thick. Below this was a further deposit of dark grey- 
orange sandy silt [222]; due to the depth of deposits natural was not exposed. 

 
b. Test Pit 5 

 
Test Pit 5 was located centrally within Building 2 (Plate 17).  The upper deposit of loose black asphalt 
[201] was up to 0.08m thick and overlay a north-south cut across the trench [206] cut through this 
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material on the east side of the trench. The lower fill of the cut was compact clayey sand with occasional 
coal and shell [210] 0.15m thick; this was overlain by a thin band of coal/burnt slate [209]. This was in 
turn overlain by compact yellowish clay [208] 0.12m thick, overlain by another thin band of coal [207]. 
Along the west side of the cut were three roughly aligned stones 0.15m wide and 0.20m thick, 
representing the remains of a possible unbonded wall [205] within the cut. The remainder of the cut was 
filled with loose dark brown silty sand with frequent stones 0.4m thick. 

 
The possible wall cut [206] was cut through loose brick and sub-angular stone rubble containing ceramic 
and glass [202], which extended across the north-east corner of the trench. 

 
Below [202] a series of layers were exposed similar to the lower layers in Test Pit 4 and comprised a 
series of silty sands, which varied in colour. Stratigraphically below [202] was moderately compact dark 
brownish grey clayey sand [204] 0.12m thick; this overlay reddish brown sand [211] 0.16m thick. Below 
this was greyish brown sand [212] 0.2m thick, which overlay further reddish-brown sand [213] 0.15m 
thick. This lay above natural orange brown sand with small pebbles [214]. 

 
 

 

Plate 16 Test pit 4 base of wall in section (441) Plate 17 Test pit 5 post-ex (0422) 
 
 

iii. Building 3 
 

a. Test Pit 6 
 

Test Pit 6 was excavated through deposits in Building 3 following the reduction of the ground level and 
exposure of the walls. It was excavated against Wall [303]; subsequently a short section back to the 
Close wall was also excavated in order to ascertain the depth of foundations of the Close wall for 
engineering purposes. 

 
Wall [303] was constructed directly above deposit [306], which was a compact clayey deposit possibly 
representing a floor level. Below this was a series of midden deposits to a total depth of 1m. Deposit 
[306] overlay homogenous mid brown sandy silt [310], with occasional shell, sandstone and charcoal 
0.25m in depth. Below this was a similar deposit [311] 0.30m thick but with fewer inclusions; the 
interface was marked by a number of larger stones and the deposit becoming more compact. Below this 
was a loose deposit consisting primarily of winkle shell [312], this was 0.15m thick and extended 0.2m 
from the east side of the test pit. This shell midden overlay a very mixed deposit 0.3m thick of dark 
greyish brown fairly compact sandy silt [313] with frequent animal bone and deposits of shell, ash 
charcoal and pale sand; white gritty and reduced lead-glazed pottery of likely 14th to 17th century date 
was also recovered. The Close wall [307] was built directly above this deposit. 



Black Bull Close, Dunbar, East Lothian 

Historic Building Recording, monitoring and evaluation 
October 2018 

Addyman Archaeology 
for The Ridge 25 

 

 

Below [313] was reddish brown sandy silt [314] 0.25m thick, similar to the lower deposits seen in Trench 
5; this contained occasional bone and small stones and shell. This overlay natural gravel  [317]. Cut 
through natural gravel at the north side of the trench was a linear ditch parallel to the Close wall [316]; 
only the south side of the ditch was exposed, with the remainder below the Close wall.  The ditch was 
0.20m deep and 0.38m width as exposed; this would probably have a total width of c0.8m. It was filled 
with reddish brown silt [315], similar to [314]. 

 

Plate 18 Test pit 6 showing boundary ditch (0316) 
 
 

iv. Building 4 
 

a. Test Pit 8 
 

Below the concrete floor [408] was loose rubble infill [400=409]. This overlay the dark grey sandy silt 
[401] fill of pit [402]. The pit was 0.32m in depth and sub-rounded in plan with regular sloping sides 
and a rounded base. Small-medium sized sandstone fragments, animal bone, oyster and limpet shell 
were recovered from the fill. The pit was cut through orange brown sand [403=411] 0.18m thick. The 
footings for the north wall of Building 4 [404] were bedded onto this deposit (Plate 19). 

 
Below [403] was light grey compact sand [405] 0.14m thick, with occasional charcoal, crushed land 
snail, shell and sandstone flecks. The deposit became lighter towards the base with the interface with 
the deposit below very diffuse. It overlay pinkish clay with stones [406=414], thought to be a natural 
deposit, which became thicker towards the east. This overlay natural reddish-brown sand [407]. 

 
 

b. Test Pit 9 
 

Below the concrete floor [408] and mixed rubble [409] was a thin deposit of grey loose silt 0.05m thick 
[410]. Below this was mid orange brown silty sand [411] with occasional charcoal and shell fragments. 
Cut through this deposit in the north-east part of the trench was a large pit [412], with an exposed width 
of 0.6m, suggesting an actual width of at least 1m. As exposed the pit was sub- 



Black Bull Close, Dunbar, East Lothian 

Historic Building Recording, monitoring and evaluation 
October 2018 

Addyman Archaeology 
for The Ridge 26 

 

 

rectangular with a stepped vertical edge, breaking to steep sides; the base was not reached within the 
narrow confines of the trench (Plate 20). The pit was filled with a mixed midden deposit, with clear tip 
lines evident. This comprised loose mid grey sandy silt [413] with moderate sub-angular stones and high 
concentrations of shell up to 0.65m thick. On the south side of the cut were traces of clay, suggesting 
clay lining. Two sherds of lead-glazed grey wares, perhaps of the 16th/17th century, frequent animal bone 
and shell were recovered from fill [413]. 

 
Below deposit [411], as exposed in the sides of the pit was pale greyish pink sandy clay [414], overlying 
compact reddish pink sandy clay [415], taken to be natural. 

 
 

 

Plate 19 Test pit 8 showing wall [404] (487) Plate 20 Test pit 9 post-ex showing pit [412] 
(500) 

 
 
 

v. Building 5 
 

a. Test Pit 7 
 

Test Pit 7 was excavated in the south-east corner of Building 5, adjacent to the west wall of Building 4 
and the property to the south (Plate 21). The soil in this area is heavily built up so that the floor of 
Building 4 is at least 0.5m lower than the current ground level in Building 5. The upper deposit 
comprised reddish brown silty sand [501] with charcoal inclusions, up to 0.3m thick.  This overlay dark 
reddish brown silty sand with frequent shell [502] 0.3m thick. This overlay orange brown sand [503]. 

 
The test pit exposed the footings for Building 4 [504] to be 0.6m below the present ground surface.  As 
seen in Building 4 these were built upon orange brown sand [503] with occasional charcoal inclusions. 
This was excavated to a depth of 0.35m; natural deposits were not reached. Exposed in the north facing 
section was the wall of the building to the south. Although no masonry footings were present, the wall 
was built upon compact yellow brown sandy clay [505] with shell and occasional rubble, as visible in 
the section. 
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Plate 21 Test pit 7 showing foundations of building 4(394) 
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6. Finds Assessment by Antoine Ruchonnet 

 
i. Introduction 

 
A total of 524 small artefacts were recovered during the archaeological evaluation undertaken at Black 
Bull Close.  The assemblage is made up of ceramic building material, ceramics, copper alloy, clay   
pipe fragments, faunal remains, glass, shell, worked bone and worked stone (see Table 1, below). The 
finds are domestic in nature, with no evidence of large scale industry. For a detailed list of all the small 
finds recovered from all stages of investigation, please see Appendix C. 

 
 

Artefact Type Quantity 
Ceramic Building Material 4 
Ceramic 96 
Clay Tobacco Pipe 6 
Copper Alloy 1 
Faunal Remains 304 
Glass 17 
Shell 94 
Worked Bone 1 
Worked Stone 1 
Total: 524 

Table1: Summary of Artefact Assemblage 
 
 

The finds assemblage has been washed and an assessment of the finds was conducted and broad spot 
dates given wherever applicable. 

 
ii. Ceramics 

 
A total of 96 pottery fragments were recovered. Large assemblages of 19th century ceramics were 
encountered close to the surface. Fragments of tin-glazed and 18th century pottery were discovered in 
earlier contexts (see Plate 22). Approximately a dozen white gritty ware sherds, some with green lead 
glaze (see Plate 23) were recovered in the early context all over the area. 

 
The Ceramic Building material is composed of roof tiles and a brick fragment, all rather modern in date. 

 
 

 

Plate 22 SMF21, Assemblage of 17th century ceramics Plate 23 SMF25, Assemblage of 15th – 16th century 
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ceramics 
 
 

iii. Clay Tobacco Pipes 
 

A total of 6 clay pipe fragments were recovered: five stems and a moulded bowl. All can be dated to the 
19th century. The moulded bowl displays symbols of Freemasonry (see Plate 24). Only one side is 
preserved, with the square and compass, flanked by the pillar of the Temple of Solomon on each side 
and a sun above. 

 
 

Plate 24 SMF6, Clay pipe bowl decorated with 
freemasonic symbols 

 
 

iv. Copper Alloy 
 

A single copper alloy buckle was recovered. Considering the excellent state in which the object was 
found, it can be assumed that it is of relatively recent date. 

 
v. Faunal Remains 

 
By far the bulk of the assemblage, with 304 fragments, the faunal remains include large and small 
ungulate, rabbit, fish and bird bone. The assemblage is rather interesting as it contains a large amount 
of non-meat bearing bone, such as caudal vertebrae, and display mostly butchery marks consistent with 
hacking, along with a tine from a deer (see Plate 25). This seems to indicate a more primary treatment, 
such as butchery, rather than a secondary cut for cooking or consumption. This will require further 
analysis. 



Black Bull Close, Dunbar, East Lothian 

Historic Building Recording, monitoring and evaluation 
October 2018 

Addyman Archaeology 
for The Ridge 30 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Plate 25 SMF1, Stine from a deer antler, cut marks 
are visible on the right 

Plate 26 SMF15, Bone comb fragment 

 
 

vi. Glass 
 

A total of 17 glass shards were uncovered, all bottle fragments (green and clear). 
 

vii. Shell 
 

A total of 94 shells were recovered, with oysters, periwinkles and limpets present. Further study will 
be required to identify the species. 

 
viii. Worked Bone 

 
A small fragment of bone comb was recovered. The comb displays short, stubby tines and was hence 
possibly used to brush wool (see Plate 26). 

 
 

ix. Discussion 
 

The assemblage appears to show a sustained occupation of the site, at least from the 15th century to the 
19th century. The faunal remains seem to indicate some butchery activity from the habitants of the site. 

 
Considering the long occupation of the site, the survival of early contexts and the possibility of 
commercial activity remains, extra care should be taken in the future archaeological works in order to 
properly collect any archaeologically relevant finds. Further analysis will need to be undertaken on the 
ceramics to provide closer date ranges and location of production, as well as on the faunal remains, as 
this will show temporal trends in consumption and potentially give a glimpse into the commercial 
activity of the inhabitants of the Black Bull Close. 
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7. Community Archaeology 
 

Trying to involve the local community as much as possible in the archaeology was a key part of the 
project. There were many aspects to this which were managed by the Archaeology Community 
Engagement Officers appointed by The Ridge. The areas in which Addyman Archaeology were 
particularly involved were in providing archaeology ‘taster’ sessions for primary school aged children 
during the summer holidays, and a 3-day archaeology event held in September as part of East Lothian 
Archaeology Fortnight. The summer holiday activities focused on looking at the many finds from the 
site and seeing what we could find out about the buildings and the people who lived and worked in them 
from the objects they left behind. 

 
The archaeology event in September allowed people of all ages the opportunity to help with the 
excavation of the buildings and process the resulting finds. Tours were also given of the buildings and 
people were encouraged to think of the archaeology of the buildings themselves and not just the buried 
remains, and how, by looking at the above- and below-ground archaeology, we can gain a much better 
understanding of the past. 

 
Throughout the archaeological works members of the local community were encouraged to come and 
visit the site and share any memories they had of the buildings in the more recent past. This proved to 
be very useful and helped us to interpret the remains we were finding. A particularly good example was 
the discovery in Building 1 of a shallow pit, just beneath the floor level, which contained a large number 
of very neatly arranged empty whisky bottles. A visitor to the site told us he had a relative who worked 
in the butchers shop, he was a heavy drinker and was known to hide his empty bottles in a range of 
interesting places including inside animal carcases hanging in the shop. It was therefore likely that the 
pit full of bottles was another one of the places he had been hiding his bottles. 

 
The people who visited the site were all very enthusiastic and enjoyed the opportunity to learn more 
about a bit of Dunbar’s hidden past, and also to learn more about archaeology. The excavation was 
particularly popular with the children and adults. It is hoped that as part of the next phase of the project 
the remainder of Building 3 can be excavated as a community archaeology project. 
 

 
8. Discussion 

 
The aim of this initial phases of archaeological works was to gain an understanding of the upstanding 
buildings and archaeological remains that were present on the site, and to engage the local community 
as much as was practicable in the exploration of the site. The clearance process and building recording 
has revealed a great deal of detailed information about the buildings and their use, and indeed how they 
were used following their abandonment. This has been enhanced by information offered by member of 
the community relating to the people who lived and worked in the buildings. The huge number of finds, 
which largely date to the abandonment of the buildings have provide a fantastic insight into Dunbar’s 
past, demonstrating that everything from lemonade to bricks were manufactured in the town. 

 
The excavation and the test pits demonstrated that there are archaeological remains predating the 
upstanding buildings extending back to the medieval period. The deposits lie directly below the 
buildings and in places extend to over a metre in depth. This information will allow an appropriate 
programme of excavation and recording to be put in place as part of the ongoing project to regenerate 
the site. It is also clear that the local community are very engaged and many connections and 
relationships have been formed. It is therefore important that any further work be carried out in a manner 
that can maximise community engagement wherever appropriate. 
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Appendix A Context Register 
 

Context 
No. Building Area Date Initials Description 

100 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Compact, light grey brown, crushed mortar. 
101 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Loose, dark brown, organic silt. 
102 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Compact, yellowish-brown, mortar. 
103 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Compact, yellowish-brown, mortar. 
104 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Compact, dark brown silty clay. 
105 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Compact, blackish brown silt. 
106 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Friable, reddish brown silt. 
107 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Compact, clay, possible surface. 
108 1 TP2 10/10/2018 EJ Paving. Large sandstone slabs. 
109 1 TP2 10/10/2018 EJ Sandstone. Possible surface with iron plate. 
110 1 TP2 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Loose, yellowish, crushed mortar. 
111 1 TP2 10/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Friable, dark brown silt with mortar. 
112 1 TP2 10/10/2018 EJ Fill of [113]. 
113 1 TP2 10/10/2018 EJ Cut. Cut of drain pipe, filled by (112). 
114 1 TP2 10/10/2018 EJ Structural. Foundations of south wall of Building 1. 
115 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Fill of [116]. 
116 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Cut. Linear cut, filled by (115). 
117 1 TP1 10/10/2018 EJ Natural. Gravel. 
118 1 TP3 12/10/2018 PK Concrete. 
119 1 TP3 12/10/2018 PK Asphalt levelling. 
120 1 TP3 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Compact, lime mortar 

121 1 TP3 12/10/2018 PK Structural. Clay mortar bonded rubble sandstone wall, roughly 
coursed, 4 courses high. 

122 1 TP3 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Compact, black, coal rich deposit. 

123 1 TP3 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Moderate compaction, mid-brown sandy silt, with frequent 
lime moratr flecks. 

124 1 TP3 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Compact, black coal deposit. 
125 1 TP3 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Moderate compaction, mid-orangey brown sandy silt. 

126 1 TP3 12/10/2018 PK Natural. Moderate compaction, mid-orangey brown sand with 
gravel. 

201 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Deposit. Loose, black asphalt. 
202 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Deposit. Loose, brick and sub-angular stone rubble. 

203 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Deposit. Loose, dark brown - beige, silty sand with high frequecy of 
mortar flecks. 

204 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Deposit. Moderate compaction, dark brown-grey clayey sand. 
205 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Structural. Possible unbonded, sandstone wall, linear N-S. 

206 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Cut. Linear N-S cut, steep sides, flat base, filled by (203), (207) to 
(210) and (215). Possible cut for wall [206]. 

207 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Fill of [206]. Upper fill, loose, black coal (burn slate?). 
208 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Fill of [206]. Compact, yellow clay, between (207) and (209). 

209 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Fill of [206]. Loose, black coal (burn slate?) between (208) and 
(210). 

210 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Fill of [206]. Compact, yellow clayey sand, with occasional coal 
and shell between (209) and (215). 

211 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Deposit. Compact, red brown sand, cut by [206]. 
212 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Deposit. Compact, grey brown sand, below (211), cut by [206]. 
213 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Deposit. Compact, reddish brown - grey sand, below (212). 
214 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Natural. Compact, orange brown sand with gravel. 
215 2 TP5 12/10/2018 AR Fill of [206]. Lower fill, loose, black coal (burn slate?). 
216 2 TP4 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Compact, mid-brown - black, humic silt. 
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Context 
No. Building Area Date Initials Description 

217 2 TP4 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Compact, light brown to white sandy silt, with high 
frequency. 

218 2 TP4 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Compacted coal. 
219 2 TP4 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Moderate compaction, mid orange - brown sandy silt. 
220 2 TP4 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Compact, black coal. 
221 2 TP4 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Moderate comapction, mid orange -brown, andy silt. 
222 2 TP4 12/10/2018 PK Deposit. Moderate compaction, dark grey - orange sandy silt. 

223 2 TP4 12/10/2018 PK Cut. Circular cut at base of and filled by (220), gently sloping, 
rounded base. 

300 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Deposit. General midden deposit, removed by contractors. 
301 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Deposit. Compact, dark silt. 
302 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Structural. Red sandstone partition wall. 

303 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Structural. Red sandstone partition wall, possible continuation of 
[304]. 

304 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Structural. Red sandstone partition wall, posssible continuation of 
[303]. 

305 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Deposit. Cream/buff lime moratr lens within (301). 
306 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Deposit. Compact, covering base of trench. 

307 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Structural. Red sandstone boundary wall, earth mortared, lime 
pointed. 

308 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Structural. Modern rebuild of [307]. 
309 3 TP6 27/08/2018 JMM Deposit. Patch of white lime mortar above wall [302]. 

310 3 TP6 08/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Moderate compaction, dark brown midden deposit, with 
charcoal and stones. 

311 3 TP6 08/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Moderate compaction, dark brown midden deposit. 
312 3 TP6 08/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Shell deposit. 
313 3 TP6 08/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Compact, dark grey silt. 
314 3 TP6 08/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Compact, reddish brown silt. 
315 3 TP6 08/10/2018 EJ Fill of [316]. Moderate compaction, reddish brown silt. 
316 3 TP6 08/10/2018 EJ Cut. Linear N-S cut, filled by (315). 
317 3 TP6 08/10/2018 EJ Natural. Reddish brown gravel. 
400 4 TP8 18/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Loose, rubble infill below concrete. 
401 4 TP8 18/10/2018 EJ Fill of [402]. Moderate compaction, dark grey silt. 
402 4 TP8 18/10/2018 EJ Cut. Cut of pit, filled by (401). 
403 4 TP8 18/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Moderate compaction, orange-brown sand. 
404 4 TP8 18/10/2018 EJ Structural. Wall footings. 
405 4 TP8 18/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Moderate compaction, light grey sand. 
406 4 TP8 18/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Compact, pinkish clay with frequent stones. 
407 4 TP8 18/10/2018 EJ Deposit. Moderate compaction, light red sand. 
408 4 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Deposit. Concrete floor. 
409 4 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Deposit. Loose rubble levelling under (408). 
410 4 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Deposit. Loose, mid grey gritty silt, below (409). 
411 4 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Deposit. Compact, mid pinkish sandy silt, below (410). 
412 4 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Cut. Cut of pit, filled by (413). 
413 4 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Fill of [412]. 
414 4 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Deposit. Moderate compaction, pale greyish pink sandy. 
415 4 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Deposit. Compact, reddsih sandy clay. 
501 5 TP7 10/10/2018 AR Deposit. Moderate compaction, reddish dark brown silty sand. 

502 5 TP7 10/10/2018 AR Deposit. Moderate compaction, reddish dark brown silty sand, with 
frequent shell. 

503 5 TP7 10/10/2018 AR Natural? Moderate compaction, orange red sand, sounding revealed 
it getting more and more gravelly. 

504 5 TP7 10/10/2018 AR Structural. Building 4 west wall foundations. 
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505 5 TP7 10/10/2018 AR Deposit. Compact, yellow borwn sandy clay with frequent shell and 
occasional rubble, foundations of Building 5 south wall. 
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Appendix B Drawings Register 
 

Dwg No. Sheet Scale Type Date Drawn by Description 
1 1 01:20 plan 18/06/2018 JMM Plan of Building 2 
2 2 01:20 plan 27/08/2018 JMM Plan of Building 4 
3 3 01:20 plan 27/08/2018 KM Plan of Building 3 
4 4 01:10 section 08/10/2018 EJ West facing section Test Pit 6, Building 

3 
5 4 01:20 plan 08/10/2018 EJ Plan of Test Pit 6, Building 3 
6 4 01:10 section 11/10/2018 EJ South facing section (W end) Test pit 6, 

Building 3 
7 4 01:10 section 10/10/2018 EJ East facing/south facing secrtions Test 

Pit 1, Building 1 
8 4 01:20 plan 10/10/2018 EJ Plan of Test Pit 1, Building 1 
9 4 01:20 plan 11/10/2018 EJ Plan of Test Pit 2, Building 1 
10 4 01:10 section 10/10/2018 AR West facing section Test Pit 7, Building 

5 
11 4 01:10 section 10/10/2018 AR North facing section Test Pit 7, 

Building 5 
12 5 01:20 plan 11/10/2018 PK Plan of Test Pit 4, Building 2 
13 5 01:10 section 11/10/2018 PK West facing section Test Pit 4, Building 

2 
14 5 01:10 section 18/10/2018 PK West facing section through cut [412] 

Test Pit 9, Building 4 
15 5 01:20 plan 18/10/2018 PK Plan of Test pit 9, Building 4, pit cut 

[412] 
16 5 01:10 section 18/10/2018 PK West facing section Test Pit 9, Building 

4 
17 5 01:10 section 12/10/2018 PK East facing section Test Pit 3, Building 

1 
18 5 01:20 plan 12/10/2018 PK Plan of Test Pit 3, Building 1 
19 6 01:10 section 10/10/2018 EJ North facing section Test Pit 1, Building 

1 and cut [116] 
20 6 01:10 section 12/10/2018 AR South facing section Test Pit 5, Building 

2 
21 6 01:10 section 12/10/2018 AR West facing section Test Pit 5, Building 

2 
 

22 
6  

01:10 
 

section 
 

18/10/2018 
 

EJ 
North facing section Test Pit 8, Building 
4 and pit cut [402] 

 
23 

6  
01:10 

 
section 

 
18/10/2018 

 
EJ 

West facing section through pit [42] 
Test Pit 8, Building 4 

 
24 

6  
01:20 

 
plan 

 
18/10/2018 

 
EJ 

Plan of Test Pit 9, showing cut [402] 
and wall footings [404], Building 4 

 
25 

6  
01:10 

 
section 

 
18/10/2018 

 
EJ 

South facing section Test Pit 8, Building 
4 
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Appendix C Finds Register 

 
Finds 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Trench 
No. Date Initials Material Quantity Description Date 

 
001 

 
313 

 
TP6 

 
- 

 
- 

 
Faunal 

 
123 

Cattle, ovicaprid, cervid, 
pig bones and a pre- 
worked deer antler tine 

 

002 313 TP6 - - Shell 4 Limpets and periwinkles  
 

003 
 

313 
 

TP6 
 

- 
 

- 
 

Ceramic 
 

2 
1x BS white gritty with 
Pb glaze, 1x BS reduced 
red ware 

16th - 17th 
century 

004 123 TP3 12/10/2018 AR Faunal 2 Cattle and ovicaprid  

005 123 TP3 12/10/2018 AR Ceramic 2 1x BS white gritty with 
Pb glaze, 1x BS porcelain 

17th - 19th 
century 

006 202 TP5 11/10/2018 AR Clay Pipe 1 1x moulded bowl with 
freemasonic décor 19th century 

007 306 TP6 - - CBM 2 Roof tiles  
 

008 
 

306 
 

TP6 
 

- 
 

- 
 

Ceramic 
 

3 
1x BS unglazed red ware, 
1x BS porcelain, 1x BS 
white gritty 

15th - 19th 
century 

009 401 - - - Faunal 3 Ovicaprid  

010 401 - - - Shell 3 Oyster, periwinkle and 
limpet 

 

011 216 TP4 11/10/2018 PK Glass 12 10x green glass bottle, 2x 
clear glass bottle 

 

012 216 TP4 11/10/2018 PK CuA 1 Small buckle?  

 
013 

 
216 

 
TP4 

 
11/10/2018 

 
PK 

 
Ceramic 

 
6 

2x brown teapot (BS and 
spout), 2x BS tin glaze?, 
1x BS porcelain, 1x BS 
transfer print 

 
18th - 19th 
century 

014 315 TP6 - - Faunal 2 Ovicaprid  

015 315 TP6 - - Worked 
Bone 1 Comb fragment 

 

016 219 TP4 11/10/2018 PK Shell 2 Oyster  

017 219 TP4 11/10/2018 PK Clay Pipe 1 Stem 19th 
century? 

018 219 TP4 11/10/2018 PK Ceramic 1 BS tin glaze 18th century 
019 501 TP7 10/10/2018 AR CBM 1 Roof tile  

020 501 TP7 10/10/2018 AR Clay Pipe 4 Stems 19th century 

021 501 TP7 10/10/2018 AR Ceramic 14 Porcelain, tin glaze, 
willow pattern 

Late 18th - 
19th century 

022 100 - - - Ceramic 3 1x complete small bottle, 
2x BS beer bottle 19th century 

 
023 

 
310 

 
TP6 

 
- 

 
- 

 
Faunal 

 
18 

Cattle, ovicaprid, with 
high frequency of 
butchery marks 

 

024 310 TP6 - - Shell 11 Oysters, limpets, 
periwinkles 

 

025 310 TP6 - - Ceramic 5 4 BS, 1 rim white gritty 
with Pb glaze 

15th - 16th 
century 

026 312 TP6 - - Faunal 33 Cattle, ovicaprid  
027 312 TP6 - - Shell 18 Periwinkles  

028 312 TP6 - - Ceramic 3 2x BS, 1x base rough 
reduced red ware Medieval? 

029 314 TP6 - - Faunal 27 Cattle, ovicaprid, avian  

 
030 

 
202 

 
TP5 

 
11/10/2018 

 
AR 

 
Ceramic 

 
52 

Assemblage of 19th 
century ceramic and 1 
single BS reduced red 
ware 
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Finds 
No. 

Context 
No. 

Trench 
No. Date Initials Material Quantity Description Date 

031 202 TP5 11/10/2018 AR Glass 5 Green bottle base and 
neck 

 

032 502 TP7 10/10/2018 AR Ceramic 1 Base of reduced redware, 
Pb glaze 

16th - 17th 
century 

033 502 TP7 10/10/2018 AR Faunal 18 Cattle, ovicaprid, fish, 
rabbit 

 

034 311 TP6 - - Woked 
Stone 1 Possible worked stone 

fragment 
 

035 311 TP6 - - CBM 1   
036 311 TP6 - - Shell 1 Limpet  

037 311 TP6 - - Ceramic 2 BS white gritty (1x with 
Pb glaze) 

15th - 16th 
century 

038 311 TP6 - - Faunal 2 Cattle, ovicaprid  
039 413 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Shell 55 Periwinkles and limpets  
040 413 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Faunal 76 Cattle, ovicaprid, avian  

041 413 TP9 18/10/2018 PK Ceramic 2 BS, reduced grey ware, 
Pb glaze 

16th - 17th 
century 
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Appendix D Photograph Register 
 

Image 
No. Date Direction Building Description Initials 

094 14/05/2018 NE 4 Timber Partition Building, west side JMM 
095 14/05/2018 NE 4 Timber Partition Building, east side, detail JMM 
096 14/05/2018 NE 4 Timber Partition Building, east side, detail JMM 
097 14/05/2018 NE 4 Timber Partition Building, east side, detail JMM 
098 14/05/2018 N 4 Timber door into entrance JMM 
099 14/05/2018 NW 4 Timber panelling JMM 
100 14/05/2018 SW 4 Ground floor, window of SW wall JMM 
101 14/05/2018 SW 4 SW wall JMM 
102 14/05/2018 SW 4 Window opening of SW wall JMM 
103 14/05/2018 SW 4 Corner press in wall JMM 
104 14/05/2018 SE 4 First floor press JMM 
105 14/05/2018 SE 4 First floor fireplace, S room JMM 
106 14/05/2018 SE 4 Ground floor fireplace, S room JMM 
107 14/05/2018 SE 4 First floor fireplace, S room JMM 
108 14/05/2018 SE 4 Timber panelled recess in S room JMM 
109 14/05/2018 SE 4 Detail of wall above partition JMM 
110 14/05/2018 SE 4 Detail of wall JMM 
111 14/05/2018 SE 4 Ground floor fireplace, S room JMM 
112 14/05/2018 NW 4 First floor, press in NW wall JMM 
113 14/05/2018 NW 4 First floor, NW wall JMM 
114 14/05/2018 NW 4 First floor, NW wall, north end JMM 
115 14/05/2018 NE 4 Interior of NE gables JMM 
116 14/05/2018 NE 4 Detail of fireplace, north room JMM 
117 14/05/2018 NE 4 Range amd fireplace JMM 
118 14/05/2018 SW 4 Timber partition, east side, south end JMM 
119 14/05/2018 SW 4 Timber partition, east side JMM 
120 14/05/2018 W 4 Timber partition, south side JMM 
121 14/05/2018 W 2 Detail of door handle of the first floor door JMM 
122 14/05/2018 SW 4 General view of Building 4 JMM 
123 14/05/2018 S 4 General view of press and fireplace JMM 
124 14/05/2018 - 2 Detail of door handle of the first floor door JMM 
125 14/05/2018 NE 2 Brick blocked window JMM 
126 14/05/2018 NE 2 Brick blocked window, upper part JMM 
127 14/05/2018 NE 2 Recess JMM 
128 14/05/2018 NE 2 Recess JMM 
129 14/05/2018 SW 2 Detail of brick wall JMM 
130 14/05/2018 - 5 Detail of brick wall JMM 
131 14/05/2018 - - Carved stone (1) JMM 
132 14/05/2018 - - Carved stone (1), base JMM 
133 14/05/2018 - - Carved stone (2) JMM 
134 14/05/2018 - - Carved stone (2) JMM 
135 14/05/2018 - - Carved stone, pillar and capital JMM 
136 14/05/2018 - - Carved stone, pillar and capital JMM 
137 14/05/2018 - - View from above JMM 
138 14/05/2018 - - Chamfered stone JMM 
139 14/05/2018 - - Chamfered stone JMM 
140 14/05/2018 NE - Steps, opposite side of close JMM 
141 14/05/2018 NE - Wall, opposite side of close JMM 
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Image 
No. Date Direction Building Description Initials 

142 14/05/2018 NE - Earth filled wall JMM 
143 14/05/2018 - 1 Door removed from building 1 JMM 
144 14/05/2018 - 1 Door removed from building 1 JMM 
145 17/05/2018 N 1 General view of dock JMM 
146 17/05/2018 NW 1 Partially cleared JMM 
147 17/05/2018 NE 1 East wall JMM 
148 17/05/2018 NE 1 East wall, north end JMM 
149 17/05/2018 SW 1 West internal gable JMM 
150 17/05/2018 SE 5 Partially cleared JMM 
151 17/05/2018 NW 1 Partially cleared JMM 
152 17/05/2018 NW 1 Joist still in place JMM 
153 18/05/2018 - - Coldingham Priory wall JMM 
154 18/05/2018 - - Coldingham Priory wall JMM 
155 18/05/2018 - - Coldingham Priory wall JMM 
156 22/05/2018 SE 1 South interior wall JMM 
157 22/05/2018 NW 1 North interior wall JMM 
158 22/05/2018 W 1 West interior wall JMM 
159 22/05/2018 W 1 West interior wall, north end JMM 
160 22/05/2018 W 1 West interior wall, fireplace JMM 
161 22/05/2018 W 1 West interior wall, debris still in place JMM 
162 22/05/2018 E 1 East interior wall JMM 
163 22/05/2018 E 1 Timber panelling, south end JMM 
164 22/05/2018 E 1 Timber panelling, north end JMM 
165 22/05/2018 N 4 Timber panelling JMM 
166 22/05/2018 NW 4 First floor, interior NW wall JMM 
167 22/05/2018 NW 4 First floor, interior NW wall, west end JMM 
168 22/05/2018 NW 4 First floor, interior NW wall, detail of press JMM 
169 22/05/2018 NW 4 Timber panelling in corner JMM 
170 22/05/2018 - 4 Detail of door handle from building 4 JMM 
171 23/05/2018 NE 4 Timber panelling to east of door JMM 
172 23/05/2018 NE 4 Timber panelling to east of door JMM 
173 23/05/2018 SW 4 Looking down on timber panelling JMM 
174 23/05/2018 SW 4 Panelling, general view JMM 
175 23/05/2018 SW 4 Panelling, general view JMM 
176 23/05/2018 NE 4 Timber panelling to west of door JMM 
177 23/05/2018 NE 4 Timber panelling to west of door JMM 
178 23/05/2018 SE 5 Cleaned surface JMM 
179 23/05/2018 SE 5 Cleaned surface JMM 
180 23/05/2018 SW 1 First floor, fireplaces, west wall JMM 
181 23/05/2018 SW 1 Close up of fireplace with range JMM 
182 23/05/2018 NW 1 First floor, NW corner JMM 
183 23/05/2018 NW 1 First floor, north wall, press JMM 
184 23/05/2018 NW 1 Ground floor, fireplace, post clearance JMM 
185 23/05/2018 SE 1 Ground floor, recess and sink, post clearance JMM 
186 23/05/2018 NW 1 Scaffold tower JMM 
187 23/05/2018 SE 4 Clearance JMM 
188 23/05/2018 NW 4 Timber panelling, north wall JMM 
189 23/05/2018 NE 4 Timber panelling around door JMM 
190 28/05/2018 NE 4 Clearing JMM 
191 28/05/2018 SW 4 Remaining debris, timber shelf JMM 
192 28/05/2018 NE - Area of possible cobbles, pre-clearance JMM 
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Image 
No. Date Direction Building Description Initials 

193 28/05/2018 SW 4 General view from first floor window JMM 
194 28/05/2018 E 4 Working shot JMM 
195 28/05/2018 E 4 Range revealed in fire place JMM 
196 06/06/2018 N 1 Working shot JMM 
197 06/06/2018 N 1 Working shot JMM 
198 06/06/2018 N 1 Working shot JMM 
199 06/06/2018 N 4 Slabs behind door, post cleaning JMM 
200 06/06/2018 E 4 Slabs behind door, post cleaning JMM 
201 06/06/2018 Down 4 Slabs behind door, post cleaning JMM 
202 06/06/2018 Down 4 Slabs behind door, post cleaning JMM 
203 06/06/2018 Down 4 Slabs behind door, post cleaning JMM 
204 06/06/2018 W 4 General view JMM 
205 06/06/2018 W/Vert. 4 Timber slots in C.C. JMM 
206 06/06/2018 W 4 Timber slots in C.C. JMM 
207 06/06/2018 NW 4 C.C. slabs cleared JMM 
208 06/06/2018 SW 4 General view JMM 
209 06/06/2018 SE 1 General shot, post clearance JMM 
210 06/06/2018 SE 1 General shot, post clearance JMM 
211 06/06/2018 W 1 Base of boiler JMM 
212 06/06/2018 W 1 Base of boiler, detail JMM 
213 06/06/2018 NW 1 General shot, post clearance JMM 
214 06/06/2018 NW 1 General shot with wall, post clearance JMM 
215 06/06/2018 NW 1 General shot, post clearance JMM 
216 06/06/2018 NE 1 North room and stub wall JMM 
217 06/06/2018 E 5 Working shot JMM 
218 06/06/2018 W 5 Mid clearing JMM 
219 06/06/2018 E 5 Working shot JMM 
220 06/06/2018 NW 2 Mid-ex JMM 
221 06/06/2018 NW 2 Mid-ex JMM 
222 06/06/2018 NW 2 Cross wall, partially exposed JMM 
223 11/06/2018 NW 2 Cross wall, fully exposed JMM 
224 11/06/2018 S 2 Rear of cross wall JMM 
225 11/06/2018 SE 2 Upper section of cross wall JMM 
226 11/06/2018 SE 2 Middle section of cross wall JMM 
227 11/06/2018 SE 2 Lower section of cross wall JMM 
228 11/06/2018 SW 2 West wall, north end JMM 
229 11/06/2018 SW 2 West wall, north end JMM 
230 11/06/2018 NW 2 NW corner JMM 
231 11/06/2018 N 2 North wall, east end JMM 
232 11/06/2018 E 2 East wall, north end JMM 
233 11/06/2018 NE 2 Stub/scar of cross wall on east wall JMM 
234 11/06/2018 E 2 East wall beside press JMM 
235 11/06/2018 E 2 Press in east wall JMM 
236 11/06/2018 E 2 Pillar between press and east wall JMM 
237 11/06/2018 E 2 East wall, blocked door converted to press JMM 
238 11/06/2018 SE 2 East wall, south end JMM 
239 11/06/2018 SE 2 North wall, rear of cross wall JMM 
240 11/06/2018 W 2 West wall, north of cross wall JMM 
241 11/06/2018 W 2 West wall, upper section, south end JMM 
242 11/06/2018 W 2 West wall, north of cross wall JMM 
243 11/06/2018 W 2 First floor window in west wall JMM 
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No. Date Direction Building Description Initials 

244 11/06/2018 W 2 First floor window in west wall, detail JMM 
245 11/06/2018 NW 2 West wall, oblique view JMM 
246 11/06/2018 E 2 Partially blocked window in east wall JMM 
247 11/06/2018 E 2 Upper and lower blocked openings JMM 
248 11/06/2018 S 2 Upper part, north face of cross wall JMM 
249 11/06/2018 S 2 South interior wall JMM 
250 11/06/2018 N 2 General view, post clearance JMM 
251 11/06/2018 E 4 West exterior wall, south end JMM 
252 11/06/2018 E 4 West exterior wall, central JMM 
253 11/06/2018 NE 4 West exterior wall, north end JMM 
254 11/06/2018 E 4 West exterior wall, window detail JMM 
255 11/06/2018 E 4 West exterior wall, north end JMM 
256 11/06/2018 E 4 Detail of window sill JMM 
257 11/06/2018 E 4 Detail of window sill JMM 
258 11/06/2018 SE 4 Detail of window jamb JMM 
259 11/06/2018 SE 4 Detail of window jamb, upper JMM 
260 11/06/2018 S 4 Detail of junction clay/lime mortar JMM 
261 11/06/2018 S 4 Detail of junction clay/lime mortar JMM 
262 11/06/2018 W 4 Window, from inside JMM 
263 11/06/2018 W 4 North wall, window JMM 
264 11/06/2018 W 4 West wall, general view JMM 
265 11/06/2018 W 4 West wall, general view, upper JMM 
266 11/06/2018 N 4 North wall, general view, upper JMM 
267 11/06/2018 W 2 South gable, cleared of ivy JMM 
268 11/06/2018 W 2 South gable, cleared of ivy, detail JMM 
269 11/06/2018 W 2 First floor, window, detail, north end JMM 
270 11/06/2018 W 2 First floor, window, detail, north end JMM 
271 11/06/2018 E 3 East wall, pre-clearance JMM 
272 22/06/2018 NE 3 East wall, post-clearance JMM 
273 22/06/2018 NE 3 East wall, post-clearance, upper JMM 
274 22/06/2018 E 3 East wall, fireplace JMM 
275 22/06/2018 E 3 East wall, fireplace, detail JMM 
276 22/06/2018 NE 3 East wall, fireplace, detail, north end JMM 
277 22/06/2018 NE 3 East wall, fireplace, detail JMM 
278 22/06/2018 NE 3 East wall, fireplace, detail JMM 
279 22/06/2018 S 3 Remains of former south wall JMM 
280 22/06/2018 NE 3 Stub of cross wall JMM 
281 22/06/2018 S 3 Stub of cross wall, detail JMM 
282 22/06/2018 W 5 Wash houses, rock removed JMM 
283 22/06/2018 SE 4 Coal cellar under stairs JMM 
284 22/06/2018 S 4 Coal cellar under stairs, blocked door JMM 
285 22/06/2018 N 4 Coal cellar under stairs, roof slabs JMM 
286 22/06/2018 NW 4 Coal cellar under stairs, blocked door JMM 
287 22/06/2018 N 4 Coal cellar under stairs, roof slabs JMM 
288 22/06/2018 NW 4 First floor, post-clearance JMM 
289 22/06/2018 NW 4 First floor, door jamb JMM 
290 22/06/2018 SW 4 First floor, south door jamb JMM 
291 22/06/2018 W 4 First floor wall, to be rebuilt JMM 
292 22/06/2018 SW 4 Blocked door stairs JMM 
293 22/06/2018 W - View of garden JMM 
294 22/06/2018 SE 4 View into Building 4, down JMM 
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295 22/06/2018 SE 4 View into Building 4, down JMM 
296 22/06/2018 E 1 View into Building 1 JMM 
297 22/06/2018 E 1 View into Building 1, detail JMM 
298 22/06/2018 E 1 View into Building 1 JMM 
299 22/06/2018 SE 4 View into Building 4 JMM 
300 22/06/2018 E 1 View into Building 1 JMM 
301 22/06/2018 E 1 First floor, fireplace in east wall, detail JMM 
302 22/06/2018 S 5 View down into wash houses JMM 
303 22/06/2018 W - View down into courtyard JMM 
304 22/06/2018 W 1 West gable, post-clearance JMM 
305 22/06/2018 W 1 Working shot JMM 
306 22/06/2018 W 1 West gable, post-clearance, upper JMM 
307 22/06/2018 W 1 Partition in place JMM 
308 22/06/2018 NW 2 Scaffold JMM 
309 22/06/2018 NE 4 Post-clearance JMM 
310 22/06/2018 E 3 Scaffold over wall JMM 
311 22/06/2018 E 3 Scaffold over wall, upper JMM 
312 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
313 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
314 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
315 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
316 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
317 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
318 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
319 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
320 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
321 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
322 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
323 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
324 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
325 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
326 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
327 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
328 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
329 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
330 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
331 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
332 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
333 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
334 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
335 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
336 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
337 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
338 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
339 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
340 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
341 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
342 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
343 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
344 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
345 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
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346 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
347 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
348 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
349 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
350 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
351 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
352 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
353 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
354 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
355 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
356 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
357 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
358 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
359 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
360 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
361 - - 3 TP6. mid-ex JMM 
362 08/10/2018 NW 1 TP 1, working shot EJ 
363 08/10/2018 - 1 TP 1, mid-ex EJ 
364 08/10/2018 - 1 TP 1, mid-ex EJ 
365 08/10/2018 W 3 TP6, mid-ex EJ 
366 08/10/2018 W 3 TP6, mid-ex EJ 
367 08/10/2018 W 1 TP1, uniform deposit JMM 
368 08/10/2018 N 1 TP1, possible post hole/root action JMM 
369 08/10/2018 N 1 TP1, plan view JMM 
370 08/10/2018 E 3 TP6, west facing section EJ 
371 08/10/2018 E 3 TP6, west facing section EJ 
372 08/10/2018 E 3 TP6, west facing section EJ 
373 08/10/2018 N 3 TP6, south facing section EJ 
374 08/10/2018 W 3 TP6, east facing section with ditch [316] EJ 
375 08/10/2018 W 3 TP6, east facing section with ditch [316] EJ 
376 08/10/2018 W 3 TP6, east facing section with ditch [316] EJ 
377 08/10/2018 W 3 TP6, east facing section with ditch [316] EJ 
378 08/10/2018 N 3 TP6, south facing section with ditch [316] EJ 
379 08/10/2018 S 3 TP6, north facing section with ditch [316] EJ 
380 08/10/2018 W 3 TP6, working shots JMM 
381 08/10/2018 W 3 TP6, working shots JMM 
382 08/10/2018 W 3 TP6, working shots JMM 
383 08/10/2018 E 1 TP1, post-ex JMM 
384 10/10/2018 N 1 TP1, post-ex JMM 
385 10/10/2018 N 1 TP1, south facing section with wall JMM 
386 10/10/2018 N 1 TP1, south facing section with wall JMM 
387 10/10/2018 S 1 TP1, north facing section JMM 
388 10/10/2018 S 1 TP1, north facing section JMM 
389 10/10/2018 S 1 TP1, plan view JMM 
390 10/10/2018 S 5 TP7, post-ex AR 
391 10/10/2018 SE 5 TP7, post-ex AR 
392 10/10/2018 S/Vert. 5 TP7, post-ex AR 
393 10/10/2018 SE 5 TP7, post-ex, with north and west facing sections AR 
394 10/10/2018 SE 5 TP7, north and west facing sections AR 
395 10/10/2018 S 5 TP7, north facing section AR 
396 10/10/2018 E 5 TP7, west facing section AR 
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397 10/10/2018 W 5 TP7, east facing section AR 
398 10/10/2018 N 5 TP7, south facing section AR 
399 10/10/2018 S 1 TP2, plan view EJ 
400 10/10/2018 S 1 TP2, north facing section and wall EJ 
401 10/10/2018 W 1 TP2, plan view EJ 
402 10/10/2018 E 1 TP2, plan view EJ 
403 10/10/2018 N 3 TP6, south facing section against wall EJ 
404 10/10/2018 N 3 TP6, south facing section against wall EJ 
405 11/10/2018 N 2 TP4, pre-ex PK 
406 11/10/2018 W 2 TP5, pre-ex AR 
407 11/10/2018 N 3 TP6, south facing section and wall EJ 
408 11/10/2018 N 3 TP6, south facing section and wall EJ 
409 11/10/2018 N 3 TP6, south facing section and wall EJ 
410 11/10/2018 W 1 TP1, feature [116] a base of wall EJ 
411 11/10/2018 S 1 TP1, feature [116] in section EJ 
412 11/10/2018 S 1 TP1, feature [116] in section EJ 
413 11/10/2018 E 1 TP1, feature [116] at base EJ 
414 11/10/2018 N 2 TP4, mid-ex with architectural fragments PK 
415 11/10/2018 N 1 TP3, mid-ex, with clay bonded wall EJ 
416 11/10/2018 W 1 TP3, mid-ex, with clay bonded wall EJ 
417 11/10/2018 E 1 TP3, mid-ex, with clay bonded wall EJ 
418 11/10/2018 N 2 TP4, mortar rich rubble removed down to black horizon PK 
419 12/10/2018 W 2 TP5, post-ex AR 
420 12/10/2018 W/Vert. 2 TP5, post-ex AR 
421 12/10/2018 S 2 TP5, post-ex AR 
422 12/10/2018 S/Vert. 2 TP5, post-ex AR 
423 12/10/2018 S/Vert. 2 TP5, post-ex AR 
424 12/10/2018 N 2 TP4, lower black surface PK 
425 12/10/2018 N 2 TP4, lower black surface PK 
426 12/10/2018 E 2 TP4, lower black surface PK 
427 12/10/2018 E 2 TP5, west facing section AR 
428 12/10/2018 E 2 TP5, west facing section AR 
429 12/10/2018 S 2 TP5, north facing section AR 
430 12/10/2018 S 2 TP5, north facing section AR 
431 12/10/2018 W 2 TP5, east facing section AR 
432 12/10/2018 N 2 TP5, south facing section AR 
433 12/10/2018 N 2 TP5, south facing section AR 
434 12/10/2018 N 2 TP5, south facing section, detail AR 
435 12/10/2018 N 2 TP4, pit feature below lower black surface PK 
436 12/10/2018 N 2 TP4, pit feature below lower black surface PK 
437 12/10/2018 E 2 TP4, pit feature below lower black surface PK 
438 12/10/2018 N 2 TP4, post-ex PK 
439 12/10/2018 N 2 TP4, post-ex PK 
440 12/10/2018 NE 2 TP4, post-ex PK 
441 12/10/2018 E 2 TP4, post-ex PK 
442 12/10/2018 E 2 TP4, post-ex PK 
443 12/10/2018 N 2 TP4, south facing section PK 
444 12/10/2018 S 2 TP4, north facing section PK 
445 12/10/2018 S 2 TP4, north facing section PK 
446 12/10/2018 S 2 TP4, north facing section, detail PK 
447 12/10/2018 S 2 TP4, north facing section, detail PK 



Black Bull Close, Dunbar, East Lothian 

Historic Building Recording, monitoring and evaluation 
October 2018 

Addyman Archaeology 
for The Ridge 46 

 

 

 

Image 
No. Date Direction Building Description Initials 

448 12/10/2018 S 2 TP4, north facing section, detail PK 
449 12/10/2018 W 2 TP4, east facing section, oblique PK 
450 12/10/2018 W 2 TP4, east facing section, detail PK 
451 12/10/2018 W 2 TP4, east facing section, detail PK 
452 12/10/2018 W 2 TP4, east facing section, detail PK 
453 12/10/2018 W 2 TP4, east facing section, detail PK 
454 12/10/2018 W 2 TP4, east facing section, detail PK 
455 12/10/2018 W 2 TP4, east facing section, detail PK 
456 12/10/2018 W 2 TP4, east facing section, detail PK 
457 12/10/2018 W 2 TP4, east facing section, detail PK 
458 12/10/2018 N 2 North wall, detail PK 
459 12/10/2018 N 2 North wall, detail of aperture in wall PK 
460 12/10/2018 N 1 TP3, post-ex AR 
461 12/10/2018 N 1 TP3, post-ex AR 
462 12/10/2018 W 1 TP3, post-ex AR 
463 12/10/2018 W 1 TP3, post-ex AR 
464 12/10/2018 N 1 TP3, south facing section AR 
465 12/10/2018 N 1 TP3, south facing section AR 
466 12/10/2018 N 1 TP3, south facing section AR 
467 12/10/2018 W 1 TP3, east facing section AR 
468 12/10/2018 W 1 TP3, east facing section AR 
469 12/10/2018 S 1 TP3, north facing section AR 
470 12/10/2018 S 1 TP3, north facing section AR 
471 12/10/2018 E 1 TP3, west facing section AR 
472 12/10/2018 E 1 TP3, west facing section AR 
473 18/10/2018 W 4 TP8, pre-ex, after gravel bedding removed EJ 

474 18/10/2018 E 4 TP9, pre-ex, after gravel bedding removed, with possible cut to the 
left EJ 

475 18/10/2018 E 4 TP8, west facing section of pit [402] EJ 
476 18/10/2018 W 4 TP8, plan view of [402], half section EJ 
477 18/10/2018 S 4 TP8, plan view of [402], half section EJ 
478 18/10/2018 W 4 TP8, plan view of [402] EJ 
479 18/10/2018 E 4 TP8, plan view of [402] EJ 
480 18/10/2018 S 4 TP8, north facing section of [402] EJ 
481 18/10/2018 S 4 TP8, pit [402], plan and footing of [404] EJ 
482 18/10/2018 S 4 TP8, pit [402], plan and footing of [404] EJ 
483 18/10/2018 E 4 TP9, plan view of pit [412], half section PK 
484 18/10/2018 E 4 TP9, west facing section of pit [412] PK 
485 18/10/2018 E 4 TP9, west facing section of pit [412] PK 
486 18/10/2018 E 4 TP9, west facing section of pit [412] PK 
487 18/10/2018 S 4 TP9, plan view of pit [412] PK 
488 18/10/2018 N 4 TP9, deposit (413), mid-ex PK 
489 18/10/2018 W 4 TP8, sand (407) EJ 
490 18/10/2018 W 4 TP8, east facing section EJ 
491 18/10/2018 S 4 TP8, north facing section and pit [402] EJ 
492 18/10/2018 S 4 TP8, north facing section and pit [402] EJ 
493 18/10/2018 N 4 TP8, south facing section and wall [404] footings EJ 
494 18/10/2018 N 4 TP8, wall [404] EJ 
495 18/10/2018 E 4 TP9, post-ex with (411), cut [412] PK 
496 18/10/2018 E 4 TP9, west facing section, pit [412] to north PK 
497 18/10/2018 E 4 TP9, west facing section, pit [412] to north PK 
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498 18/10/2018 N 4 TP9, south facing section PK 
499 18/10/2018 S 4 TP9, post-ex PK 
500 18/10/2018 N 4 TP9, post-ex PK 
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LOCAL AUTHORITY: East Lothian 

PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME:  Black Bull Close Dunbar 

PROJECT CODE: 2260 

PARISH:  Dunbar 

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR:  Jenni Morrison 

NAME OF ORGANISATION:  Addyman Archaeology 

TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Historic Building Recording; Monitoring; Evaluation 

NMRS NO(S):  Canmore ID 352469 

SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S):  18th/19th century Buildings 

SIGNIFICANT FINDS:  Medieval ceramic 

NGR (2 letters, 8 or 10 figures) NT 67894 78890 

START DATE (this season) May 2018 

END DATE (this season) October 2018 

PREVIOUS WORK (incl. DES ref.)  

MAIN (NARRATIVE) 
DESCRIPTION:  
(May include information from other 
fields) 

 

Addyman Archaeology undertook Historic Building Recording, 
monitoring and excavation of test pits at Black Bull Close, High Street, 
Dunbar, as part of an initial programme of archaeological evaluation of 
the site. The site is a series of partially derelict buildings, which are 
proposed for rebuilding and refurbishment, along with the construction of 
two new extensions as part of a redevelopment by a local charity. 

 
The Historic Building Recording has confirmed the initial assessment that 
the buildings most likely date to the mid-18th - mid19th century, 
potentially incorporating earlier 17th century elements. The earliest 
datable feature on site remains the roll moulding on a blocked doorway 
on Building 1 on the north side of the close. This type of moulding dates 
to the 16th century or possibly the early 17th century. As only part of the 
roll moulding survives it does not appear to be in situ, but is most 
probably reused from an earlier building on or near the site. Although the 
buildings are in a ruinous condition, two of the buildings, one on either 
side of the close, retain many internal features.  The buildings appear to 
have been used as commercial premises on the ground floor with living 
accommodation above. The cast iron ranges, and fireplaces survive 
together with some wooden shelving and panelling.  There is evidence 
both physical and anecdotal that the largest building on the north side of 
the close was used as a butchers shop.  
 
Timber lintels were removed from this building to allow safe access, and 
on inspection they were found to have been reused.  It is thought they 
may have come from a ship. Further analysis and dating will be carried 
out as part of the next phase of work. 

 
Nine test pits were excavated in Buildings 1 – 5. These revealed clay 
bonded wall footings of an earlier building along the north side of 
Building 1 as well as possible earlier surfaces and a possible gully cut 
into the natural gravels; Building 2 displayed a similar sequence. Building 
3 contained a large amount of 19th and 20th century overburden and 
contained a series of cross walls built directly on top of a compact 
surface. Below this surface was 1m of medieval and post-medieval 
midden deposits, containing shell, animal bone and medieval pottery. An 
east-west boundary ditch was cut into the gravels on the north side of the 
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building, aligned with the present Close wall. Building 4 contained pits 
cut into a reddish-brown sand, which was directly below the rubble 
bedding for the concrete floor. These pits also contained midden material 
and one had traces of clay lining. The present ground level of Building 5 
was c0.6m above that of the floor of adjacent Building 4, and much of the 
deposit exposed was of fairly recent date; the lower deposits consisted of 
reddish brown sand with charcoal flecks, natural was not reached. 

 
The evaluation has highlighted both the history of the upstanding 
buildings on site, providing evidence for their foundations and 
construction, as well as evidence for earlier buildings below them. The 
test pits have highlighted both the shallow nature of the archaeological 
deposits below the buildings as well as the extent of those deposits to a 
depth of over 1m at the rear of the plot. The findings demonstrate that any 
ground disturbance within and to the rear of the buildings will disturb 
archaeological deposits and therefore a mitigation strategy will be 
developed in conjunction with the proposed groundworks taking place on 
the site. 
 

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK:  Excavation; Enhanced HBR 

CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: Rectified photogrammetry image of west interior elevation of Building 1 

SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY:  The Ridge 

ADDRESS OF MAIN 
CONTRIBUTOR:  

The Old Printworks, 77a Brunswick Street, Edinburgh EH7 5HS 

EMAIL ADDRESS: admin@addyman-archaeology.co.uk 

ARCHIVE LOCATION 
(intended/deposited) 

NRHE (intended) 
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