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WALTON HALL EVALUATION

INTRODUCTION

The presence of a possible Roman site in fields to the south

of Walton Rectory was first noted in 1954, and further

reinforced by small-scale excavations in 1970 and 1972, the

former being undertaken by Dr John Evans of Bucks County

Council, and the latter by D.C. Mynard, as part of the Milton

Keynes Archaeology Unit's Walton medieval village excavation.

The results of both these excavations have been published in

"Roman Milton Keynes'(RMK - see bibliography). The site is

numbered MK90 in the MKAU Sites and Monuments archive (CAS

3090 in the BCC SMR).

The site, at OS NGR SP 8877 3671, is 250m east of the River

Ouzel, at about 71m OD. It lies to the north of H9 Groveway,

between Walton Drive and Walton Road, to the south and south

east of Walton Rectory. THe underlying geology is largely

Boulder Clay, though deposits of a sandy subsoil, presumably

also glacial in origin, were encountered above the 71m

contour. The topsoil covering the site was unusually deep,

particularly at the south end of the field behind the Rectory

(Field A), where it reached up to 600mm in depth.

The only archaeological features visible on the site prior to

excavation were a number of field boundary ditches, presumably

medieval in date, and evidence of medieval ridge-and-furrow

ploughing. The latter was most pronounced in Field A, though

visible also in the adjoining field (Field B) on aerial

photographs. Other medieval earthworks in the eastern part of

Field B probably related to closes and paddocks along Walton

Road, outlying the main part of the medieval village, which

was located around the Walton Road/Wavendon Road junction, now

within Hoechst' premises.
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THE EVALUATION

THE PROJECT

Following compulsory purchase of Fields A and B by MKDC, a

request from MKAU to carry out an archaeological evaluation of

the site was approved by the MKDC Executive Management

Committee on 22.10.90, on condition that the work should be

completed by 23.11.90 (ref: DDD/DP/PBT). The area for

evaluation was extended to include a third field, between

Walton Road and Vl0 Gt Brickhill Street, giving a total area

for evaluation of some 6.25 hectares.

METHOD

Evaluation of the site was undertaken by the writer between

29.10.90 and 9.11.90, assisted by staff from the Caldecotte

excavation. A JCB 3CX fitted with a 1.5m wide toothless bucket

was used to cut a pattern of parallel trenches at 15m centres

diagonally across fields A and B to subsoil depth. Further

single trenches were cut in Fields A and C to examine areas

related to the medieval earthworks. In all, over 900m of

trenches were dug. All archaeological features thus revealed

were recorded on plan at a scale of 1:50. Finds visible in the

tops of the features and in the spoil from the trenche~ were

collected and recorded. In this task the team was aided by

metal detectorist Gordon Heritage. Following completion of the

evaluation, the trenches were backfilled. A detailed record of

the evaluation, along with the finds, has been deposited in

the MKAU archives.

RESULTS

1. Roman

Features producing finds of Roman date were noted in the

southern parts of both Fields A and B. Generally speaking,

most finds were recovered from an area above the 70m contour
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in Field A, from areas underlain by more sandy subsoil,

suggesting that the focus of Roman settlement lay in that part

of the site. Though many features were noted cut in the clay

subsoil below the 70m contour in Field A, and in all of Field

B, these produced few surface finds, and could thus be

interpreted as field boundary ditches or other featuires

outlying the main area of settlement. This interpretation is

reinforced by the findings of the 1972 excavations, where the

most positive evidence of occupation was a cobbled yard in

Area 2 (fig. 2), with excavations on the line of Groveway, 40m

to the south, producing decreasing quantities of Roman

material.

Preservation of features in Fields A and B was good, largely

because of the depth of topsoil covering the site. The only

disturbance to Roman features on the site was provided by a

network of modern land drains, laid down each plough furrow at

a depth of 500 - 600mm. in machine-cut trenches 150mm wide.

Evidence from pot sherds recovered both from features revealed

during trenching, and picked up from the site spoil tips,

suggests a span of occupation at Walton from the mid third to

fourth century, though there is one sherd of possible late

first century date, and a couple of early second century

sherds_ This interpretation is supported by the coin eyidence;

apart from one very worn first/second century piece, the

majority of coins are small bronzes ranging in date from 268

341, with one later coin of 364-78.

2. Medieval

Excavation of the ridge-and-furrow areas in Fields A and B

(trenches 1-7, 10-14) produced only a few unstratified

medieval sherds, such as might be expected from areas that

were under cultivation at that time. The remaining four

trenches (8, 15, 20 and 21) were cut in areas of surviving

earthworks, where some evidence of medieval occupation might
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be expected.

Trench 8, in the north-east corner of Field A, revealed two

areas of mixed limestone and glacial pebble cobbling overlying

undisturbed clay subsoil, beneath a shallow (c.250mm) topsoil

covering. At its south-west end, the trench cut one of the two

boundary ditches surviving as earthworks across Fields A and

B. Finds from the ditch and the cobbled surfaces were

predominantly post-medieval, suggesting that this part of

Field A had once been an extension of the farmyard associated

with the Rectory.

Trench 15, cut across a series of earthworks in the south-east

corner of Field B, revealed only two features; a ditch or pit,

the fill of which contained. quantities of charcoal, and an

area of mixed cobbling similar to that in Trench 8. Both

produced post-medieval pottery, and were probably connected

with occupation preceding the present bungalow to the east of

the field.

In Field C, trenches 20 and 21, cut on an east-west alignment

across a 30m strip of ground between Walton Road and surviving

ridge-and-furrow, revealed further evidence of medieval and

post-medieval occupation. In trench 20, a 10m wide cobble

spread, probably a yard, backed by a narrow limestone wall,

was discovered. In trench 21, a number of features, cut into

the clay subsoil, produced medieval pottery. All the features

described above were separated from the rest of the field by a

ditch, still visible as an earthwork. To the east of this

ditch, trench 20 revealed only a few tentative features devoid

of any finds, while trench 21 proved totally barren.

Additionally, conversation with local residents revealed that

during the construction of the redway across Field C, further

areas of cobbling and possible walls had been located close to

Walton Road, suggesting that the cobbled yard in trench 20

extended northward, and was associated with a building or

buildings.
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CONCLUSIONS

It is evident from this evaluation that a Roman occupation

site does exist at Walton Hall. The focus of the site is on

the south side of field A, close to the area excavated in

1972, and probably covers about half a hectare, about half of

which lies within field A, though outlying features associated

with the settlement are spread over a much greater area,

perhaps three hectares, about half of which forms the south

halves of Fields A and B, the other half being buried beneath

or destroyed by Groveway and its associated verges and tree

plantations.

As far as one can tell from this type of site examination, the

Walton Hall site is a native occupation site, similar in .

character to others excavated by MKAU, such as Wood Corner,

Woughton, and more recently, Wavendon Gate. Structural

evidence on such sites consists of gullies, timber-slots and

post-holes marking the site of timber buildings, and cobbled

yards and paths linking them. Further evidence of occupation

is provided by pits and ditches containing domestic refuse,

while outlying features often prove to be field boundaries or

stock enclosures.

The evidence of medieval activity uncovered during the

evaluation is more fragmentary, and therefore less easy to

assess. The cobbled areas and associated features in Trenches

8 and 15 produced few finds, most of which were post-medieval

rather than medieval, suggesting that these areas were used

for agricultural rather than domestic purposes in the

sixteenth century or later. In contrast, the features and

finds from Trench 20, and to a much lesser extent Trench 21,

point to late medieval or post medieval occupation of the
J

strip of land on the east side of Walton Road, though no

actual buildings were revealed by the evaluation.
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RMK

Whilst the Walton Hall Roman site is both extensive and well

preserved, it is doubtful that a full-scale excavation of the

site would add significantly to our understanding of the Roman

period, given the number of similar sites excavated by MKAU

within the city over the last fifteen years. However, because

of the extent and degree of preservation of the site, it is

always possible that particular features, such as pottery

kilns, might be revealed by large-scale stripping of the site

during development. Therefore the Archaeology Unit's

recommendation is that access be arranged for archaeological

observation of the groundworks of any development carried out

in the fields to the south and south-east of the Rectory, and

that any large-scale removal of topsoil from those areas be

carried out under archaeological supervision, so that features

uncovered may be recorded, and if necessary excavated. If

development of the site takes place before April 1994. it is

envisaged that such work could be carried out by existing MKAU

staff without affecting the Unit's post-excavation programme.

With regard to Field C, much of the area appears devoid of any

archaeological remains, and therefore no constraints are

envisaged. The area of medieval occupation adjacent to Walton

Road has already been partly destroyed by the construction of

a redway, and does not therefore warrant further

archaeological work.

R.J.Zeepvat,

3.12.90
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