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Ab stract
This report concerns the results of an Archaeological Evaluation at the site of West

Cheshire College, Handbridge Campus. The site is located to the south of Chester along

Eaton Road, the line of an earlier Roman road (SJ 4075 6517).

The fieldwork was carried out during February and March 2006 by Blair Poole and

Claire Statter of L – P : Archaeology.

The investigation comprised a series of 16 trenches of varying size situated at predefined

locations across the site. 

To the west of the site, 20th century landscaping and car parking has removed any

archaeological deposits that may have been present.

Across the central line of the site, from approximately 10m west of Eaton road to the

front of the college buildings, both Roman and Post Medieval agricultural activity has

been present.

Along the frontage of Eaton road, several phases of Roman activity were identified.

Within Trench 7, gravel overspill from the construction of the Roman Road, and a later

gravel overspill from a reworking of the road were identified. To the north of the site,

within Trench 1, 5 phases of Roman activity were identified. 

The earliest 2 phases represent agricultural activity dating to between the 1st and 2nd

centuries AD. The third phase is represented by a large funerary monument, dating to the

2nd century AD. Following the demolition of the monument, phase 4, a final Roman

agricultural deposit dating to the 2nd or 3rd century AD was identified.
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 1. Introduction and Scope of Study
 1.1.Betw e e n  the 20 th February and  the 3 rd March 2006 an archaeological evaluation was

carried  o u t at the Handbridge Campus of West Cheshire College, Chester.

 1.2.The local authority w as Chaster City Council

 1.3.The fieldwork was commission by AA Projects on behalf of West Cheshire College.

 1.4.The site w as lo cate d  at O S g rid  reference SJ 4075 6517 (Figure 1).

 1.5.The  archaeological site recording was carried  ou t  by  B lair Po o le  an d  Claire  Statte r  o f

L – P : Archaeology.

 1.6.The investigation comprised a series of 16 trenches of varying size between 60 and 5

m  i length by 1.6m  in  w id th  (Figure  2). Th e  trench  lo catio n s  h ad  b e e n  p reviously

ag r e ed  w ith Mike Morris, Chester City Archaeologist.

 1.7. The aim s of the archaeological evaluation were;

? To characterise the nature of archaeological activity on site        .

? To assess the general nature and quality of deposits artefact assemblages        ,  
and environmental evidence  .

? To gain information on the nature and date of the remains on the site             
likely to be affected by the development      . 

? To determine the extent if any of Roman activity along Eaton Road   ,  ,       
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 2. Planning Background
 2.1.In  Nov embe r  1990  the  Department  o f  the  Environment  issued  PPG  16,

“Archaeology  and  Planning”.  This  d o c umen t  p rov ide s  guidance  fo r  p lanning

au thorities,  p ro p e rty  o w n e rs,  deve loper s  an d  o thers  o n  the  p reservation  and

investigation of archaeological rem ains.

 2.2.In  considering  any  p lanning  ap p licatio n  fo r  d e v e lo p m e n t  the  lo cal  p lanning

au thority, Chester  City  Counc i l,  is  b o u n d  b y  the  p o licy  fram e w o rks  p rov ided  b y

Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (PPG 16), and the policies within the Local Plan 

Chester Local Plan

Policy ENV 32

Where  development  proposals affect sites of known or potential archaeological interest, the City
Council will require an archaeological assessment/evaluation to be submitted as part of the planning
application. Planning permission will not be granted without the adequate assessment of the nature,
extent and significance of the remains and the degree to which the proposed development is likely to
affect them.

Policy ENV 33

Development proposals affecting the site or setting of a site of regional or county importance will only
be permitted if the integrity of the archaeological remains has been secured.

Policy ENV 34

Development proposals affecting the site of setting of a site of district or local importance will be
permitted where it can be demonstrated that the particular site or monument can be preserved in situ
or, where this is not feasible, by record.

Policy ENV 45

Planning permission will be refused for proposals  that  fail to have regard to the desirability of
preserving the building or its setting or any features of special architectural or historic interest which
it possesses.

Policy ENV 48

Development  adversely  affecting  the  appearance,  historic  characteristics,  integrity and setting of
historic parks and gardens and historic battlefields on the national register will be refused.
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 3. Geology and Topography
 3.1.GEOLOGY 

 3.1.1. The  British Geological Survey indicates that the solid geology along Eaton Road

compr i s e s  p ebb l e  b ed s  o f  the Sh e rwood  s and s to n e  g ro u p  d ating  to  the Triassic

period, 190 to 136 million years ago. 

 3.1.2. Th e  d rift deposit  comprises boulder clay and morainic drift . 

 3.2.TOPOGRAPHY

 3.2.1. Th e  p ro po s e d  d e v e l o pmen t site  consis ts  of  land contained within the grounds
o f West Cheshire College, w h ich is located  ap p roxim ately 1.2 km  to  the south
o f Chester City Centre.

 3.2.2. The s i te  i s  bound to  the  west  by St Bed e ’s Catholic School and Old Wrexham
Road. 

 3.2.3. To  the south the  s i te  i s  bound by Netherleigh House and i ts  grounds.  The
wes t e rn  boundary is m arke d  by  Eaton road,  with the northern boundary
situated  at the rear of residential houses along Eaton Mew s The site is situated
to  the west of Eaton Road, a known Roman road, with a 20 th century housing
estate to the north boundary, playing fields and a school to the west boundary
an d  p laying fields to  the south.

 3.2.4. The site lies between 20MOD at the northeast corner and 21.35MOD at the
southeast corner..

 3.2.5. The site area is relatively flat  w ith a shallo w  g rad ient  s loping up to  the south.
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 4. Archaeological and Historical Background
TIMESCALES USED IN THIS REPORT:

 4.1.This section  is taken  fro m  the  p revious Desk Based  Assessmen t  c arried  o u t  b y  Blair

Po o le  of   L  – P : Archaeolog y in 2005.

 4.2.Exam inatio n  o f  d ata from  carto g raphic  records ,  the  Cheshire  Histor ic  Environment

Record (CHER) and various published and unpublished sources suggests  that the site

lies in an area of Roman activity, related  to  the nearby legionary fortress of Chester

(Deva). 

 4.3.It is  n o t  the  aim  o f  this assessment to  p resent  a  complete  his tory of  Chester  f rom

earliest times, nor is it the intention of this report to examine every artefact found in

the local area. Rather, the aim  o f  this assessment is to review  the data available and  to

use  this  to  construct  a discursive  m o d e l  o f  the  p o tential archaeology  o f  the  site

w ithin the context of i ts  immediate surroundings. 

 4.4.PREHISTORIC

 4.4.1. Th ere  are  no  results  for prehistoric  activity  o n  o r  n e ar  the  stud y  site  in  the

Cheshire HER.
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PERIOD FROM TO

PREHISTORIC

PALAEOLITHIC 450,000 12,000 BC

MESOLITHIC 12,000 4,000 BC

NEOLITHIC 4,000 1,800 BC

BRONZE AGE 1,800 600 BC

IRON AGE 600 43 AD

HISTORIC

ROMAN 43 410 AD

EARLY MEDIEVAL 410 1066 AD

MEDIEVAL 1066 1485 AD

POST MEDIEVAL 1485 PRESENT



 4.4.2. There  has b e en  ve ry  little  evidence to suggest  s ignificant prehistoric sett lement

activity in the vicinity, although flint finds from  the  area (Po o le, 2005) and  the

known  p rehistoric  landscape  in  Chester’s  hinterland  m e an s  this  p icture  is

changing  slig h tly. However ,  a  lack  o f  substantial  archaeological  ev idence

m e an s  that  th e  archaeological potential for  the  study  site  fro m  an y  o f  the

Prehisto r ic  per iods  must  therefore  be  considered  lo w .

 4.5.ROMAN

 4.5.1. Recent excavations at the Greenbank centre, approximately 400m  to  the south

o f  the  site  o n  the  o p p o s ite  side  o f  Eato n  Road, have revealed  Roman  p lo u g h

soils (Poole, 2005).

 4.5.2. The site lies to  th e  we s t  o f  a  known  Roman  ro ad exiting Chester to  the  south.

Th e  ro ad  lead s  to  the extramural site at Heronbridge and  o n  to  industrial sites

at Ho lt (Po o le, 2005). 

 4.5.3. Further  north,  in Handbridge proper,  a  Roman shrine to  M inerva is located  at

Ed g ar’s  cave  in  Edgar’s field  (Carring ton, 1994). During  the  Roman  p e rio d

Ed g ar’s  field  w as  u tilised  as  a  q u arry  to  p ro du c e  sto n e  fo r  the  fo rt  o f  Deva

(Lang tree & Commyns, 2001).

 4.5.4. As  is  typical of  R o m an  settlem e n ts,  b u rials  and  crem atio n s  w e r e  depos i t ed

ou tsid e  the  settlem e n t  b o u n d aries,  o ften  running  alongs ide  m ain  ro ad s  so

p eop l e  c ou ld  p ay  their  respects  (Lew is  &  Thacker,  2003).  A  cremation

c eme tery  is  known  to  b e  lo cated  to  the  s ou th  o f  Ed g ar’s  field  w ith  an

inhumation burial to  the  e ast of the  Ed g ar’s  field  (Carring ton, 1994). Burials

are  known  to  e x tend  alo n g  Eato n  an d  h ave  b e e n  id en tifie d  at Netherleigh and

Heronbridge (Poole, 2005).

 4.5.5. With  R o m an  b u rials  lo cated  b o th  n o rth  and  south  o f  the  site  there  i s  a  h igh

p o tential  fo r  the  existence  o f  b u rials  at  the  site  alo n g  the  ro ad  frontage,

however,  these  would not  be  expected  to  extend a  great  deal  furthe r  back from

the road.

 4.5.6. Heronbridge, situated  ap p roxim ately 700m  south of the site,  is  the location of

an  extensive  Roman  settlem e n t  d ating  fro m  the  1 st century  AD  (Carring ton ,
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1994).  The  settlem e n t  is  t hough t  to  have  c ompr ised  numerou s  b u ild ings,

s ome  o f  wh i ch  ap p e ar to  b e  o f  h igh  s tatu s ,  showing  ev i d ence  o f  hypocausts.

The  settlem e n t  h ad  a  lo n g  history,  lasting  up  un til  the  4 th  century  AD

(Carring ton, 1004, Langtree & Comm yns, 2001).

 4.5.7. O f  the  Roman  finds  from  Heronbr idge ,  one  o f  the  m o st  impressive  is  an

inscrib e d  R o m an  to m b s to n e  that  d e p icts  a  funerary  b anque t  s c en e  (Po o le,

2005).

 4.5.8. It is reasonable  to  hypothesise  that a settlemen t  o f  this type  w o u ld  h ave  h ad

associated extramural agricultural areas. This could  exp lain  the range of  Roman

finds identified around the site area.

 4.5.9. HER search  results indicate  that Watling  Street (CHER 1700/1/0) runs along

the line of Eaton Road, on the east boundary of the site. 

 4.5.10.To  the immediate northeast of the site a Roman coin find (CHER 3003/0/15)

and a cremation cemetery (CHER 3002/1/5) have been identified. 

 4.5.11.O ther  cremations  (CHRE 3003/0/13,  3002/1/9  &  3002/1/8)  h ave  b e en

d iscovered  immediately to the north and east  of  the s i te  with Roman ceramics

(CHER 3003/0/12).

 4.5.12.Another  cremation has  been recovered  to  the  south  o f  the site  at Netherleigh

House (CHER 3002/1/10). 

 4.5.13.As  Roman  field  system s  h ave  b e en  id en tified  at  Gre enbank  and  b e tw e e n

Netherleigh and Heronbridge,  there  i s  a  high potent ial  for  the  presence  of  the

ag ricultural  features  o n  the  site. It is  p o ssible  that  these  extend  fro m  the

fro n tage, at Eaton Road, back some distance into the site area.

 4.6.SAXON & EARLY MEDIEVAL

 4.6.1. Recent  excavatio n  w o r k  b y  Chester  Archaeological  Society  in  the  area  o f

Heronbr idge  has revealed  a mass burial, m o st probably relating to the battle of

Chester  d ating  to  around  613AD  (Po o le,  2005).  C14  d ating  has  further

clarified  this theory by placing the burial within the 595-645 AD range (Poole,

2005).  The  b attle  o f  Chester  herald e d  the  victory  o f  Aethelfrith  o f
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Northumbria  o v e r  the  Welsh  fo rces  o f  Gwynedd  and  Po w ys  (Carring ton ,

1994). 

 4.6.2. Chester is  thought to  have  b e e n  h o m e  to  a larg e  H ibe rno-Norse  c ommun i ty

wh i ch  wou ld  h ave  b e e n  involved  in  the  Irish  trad e  (Lew is & Thacker, 2003).

Th i s  g roup  wou ld have been located to the south of  the Roman fort  in the area

next to  the  e arly  h arb o u r  (Lew is & Thacker, 2003) and  are  thought  to  have

extended  o u t  into  Handbr idge  (Hard ing,  2002).  In tegration  b e twe en  the

Hiberno-Norse  an d  Saxo n  p o p u latio n s  can  b e  seen  w ith  the  d iscovery  o f

Scandinavian  m etalw o rk  an d  Saxo n  ceram ics  w ithin  assem b lag e s  (Hard ing ,

2002).

 4.6.3. The  size  o f  the  Scandinavian  settlem e n t  at  Handbr i dge  can  b e  seen  as  the

Domesday  b o o k  u tilises  the  carucate  m e asu r emen t ,  a  Scandinavian  system ,

rather  than  the  hide  m e asurem e n t  as  s een  in  m o st  o th e r  e n tries  (Hard ing ,

2002).

 4.6.4. The  Scandinavian settlement is located  ap p roximately 500m to the north of the

s i te ,  however,  the s ize  o f  the  settlemen t  indicates that at relatively large  area

w o u ld  n e e d  to  b e  u tilised  as ag ricultural land  to  serve the settlement ad Chester

itself. It is likely that t he site area served  as p art of this agricultural land. 

 4.7.LATER MEDIEVAL

 4.7.1. 1066 - Handbridge  i s  known  to  b e  o n  o f  Chester’s earliest suburbs and  can

easily b e  d ated  b ack to  at least the 11 th  century. This is attested  b y  the fact that

Hugh  Lupu s  was granted  the  suburb  o f  Han d b rid g e  around 1077, (Morgan &

St John  William s, 2004).

 4.7.2. During  the  tim e  o f  th e  D o m e s d ay  survey, Netherleigh  w as  lo cated  closer to

Saltney, to the w est.

 4.7.3. The  lost Medieval village  o f  Claverto n  is  though  to  o c cupy  th e  land  aro u n d

200m  to  the southeast of the site,  and it  is  known to l ie on the boundary of the

City  Liberty. City Liberties replaced  the  o ld e r  Hund r e d s  in  the  12th  and  13th

centuries. The City Liberty, and  r emnan ts of the Great Ditch are still visible in

the forest path opposite the entrance to Greenbank, 200m south of the site.
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 4.7.4. By  the  13 th  century,  b o th  the  m an o r  o f  H an d b rid g e  and  its  o p e n  field s

extended  b eyond  the  libe r ties  into  the  townsh ip  o f  Claverto n  to  the  south

(Lew is  and  Thacker,  2003). The  associated  fields  o f  b o th  Handbr idge  and

Claverton would have occupied the study si te  area.

 4.7.5. Betw e e n  the 14 th  an d  15 th  centuries  Overleigh manor was located  to  the  west

o f  the  site  u n til its  s u b s e qu en t  d emo litio n  in  the  17 th  century. A chapel was

bu ilt to  the  we s t  o f  the  s tudy s i te  at  Overle igh in 1230, when  the  land  w as

given to the monks of  Basingwerk Abbey (Morgan & St John  William s, 2004). 

 4.7.6. Th e  h o u s e  w as  d e m o lished  d u ring  the s iege of  Chester  in 1645 and  later re-

bu ilt b y  Thomas  Cowper  (Morgan  &  St John Williams, 2004).  Thomas was

the son of the royalist mayor of Chester and the hall rem ained  there until 1838

w h e n  the Marquess  of  Westm inster ordered  it d e m o lished  so  a  new  ap p ro ach

to  Eato n  p ark could  b e  b u ilt (Mo rg an  &  St John  William s, 2004).

 4.7.7. Th e  m ajority of activity on  the  site  fro m  this  period  is  o f  ag ricultural fo rm .

Thus ,  th e  po tential fo r  archaeological features from  this  period  o n  the  site  is

lo w .

 4.8.POST MEDIEVAL

 4.8.1.  O n  Braun  &  Hogenbe rg ’ s  p lan of 1581, a substantial suburb  can  b e  s e en  at

Handbridge,  with buildings l ining the road  lead ing  s ou th  ou t  o f  Chester. The

site  are a  i s  n o t  s h own  on  the  m ap ,  as it likely to  h ave  b e e n  ag ricultural land

and  there fore  outs ide  the  deve loped area shown.

 4.8.2. The  same appl i e s  to  Speede ’ s  map of  1610.  However ,  the  suburb  can be  seen

to  have  g rown  s omewhat, alth o u g h  the street plan follows that seen in the 15 th

century (Carrington, 1994). The settlemen t  ap p e ars  to  cease at  the junction of

w h at is now Overleigh Road and Eaton Road (Roman road). 

 4.8.3. This layout is reflected  in  Hughes  map  o f Chester dated 1643.

 4.8.4. During  the  17 th  Century  a  Royal fort was established  in  H andb r i d g e  around

1645 (Carrington, 1994). This w as located  at the  junction of Eaton Road  and

Overleigh Road, which was called Flintshire Road at the time. 
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 4.8.5. Alth o u g h  H andb r i d g e  had  b e en  d e s t r oyed  b y  fire  m an y  tim e s  b y  the Welsh,

there  w as  o n e  o c c asio n  w h e re  the  p e o p le  o f  Chester destroyed  it them selves.

During the civil war Sir Abraham  Sh ipman, Governor of  Chester ,  ordered  that

th e  p eop le set fire to  H an d b rid g e  to  sto p  the parliamen tary forces from  taking

it (Mo rrill, 1974). 

 4.8.6. By 1658 m any Clay-p its had  to  b e  e s tab lished in and around Chester to further

the  p o s t  c iv i l  war  redeve lopment .  Many new  bu ild ing s  were  constructed  in

Handbridge  to  re-deve l op  it after its destruction (Lewis & Thacker, 2004). 

 4.8.7. By the earlier 18th  c en tu ry  many of  the  grander  town houses  were  located  in

the  suburbs  to  the  south and  east. In  Handbridge,  Overleigh Hall  was rebuilt

fo llo w ing  its acquisition by the Cowper family after the Restoration (Lewis &

Thacker, 2004).

 4.8.8. By 1653, Hollar shows  the suburb  o f Handbridge stil l  following the same plan

as  s e en  on  speed s  map  o f 1610. Ag ain, the site area is not shown ,  p r obab ly due

to  its ag ricultural status.

 4.8.9. An anonym o u s  p lan dated  1690 shows Handbridge  has  recovered  and occupies

much  o f  the sam e  o u tline that it had  p re civil w ar.

 4.8.10.Two  an o n y m o u s  p lans of 1745 reiterate  the  p lan of  1690, with the s i te  area

just out of the plan area, in the fields to the south.

 4.8.11.De  Lavaux,  1745,  s hows  the  lo catio n  o f  the  rebuilt  O verleigh  House ,

b e long ing  to Wm Cowper Efq.  Overle igh Road was known as Fl intshire  Road

at  that  tim e .  It  also  s h o w s  the  Handbr idge  m ayp o le  lo cated  at  the  corner,

where  Over le igh  and  Eato n  ro ad  m e e t. The  site  is, again, off the  m ap  in  the

ag ricultural area.

 4.8.12.By 18 th  century Netherleigh  M anor, originally in Saltney, and  o w n e d  b y  the

Stan leys of Ald e rley, w as sold to John Cotgreave (St John Williams, 2002). The

Co tg reaves  o w n e d  ag ricultural land  b etwe en  Handbr idge  and  Claverton  and

John ’s  son,  Thomas,  was responsible  for  re-lo cating  N e therleigh to  its  present

position (St John Williams, 2002). 
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 4.8.13.Thom as built the new  N e therleigh house in 1780 at their land in Handbridge,

ad jo in ing  th e  s ou the rn  boundary of the site area. This w as  d o n e  as Eato n  ro ad

w as  b e coming  a fashionable  suburb ,  wh i ch  Thomas Cotgreave  w an ted  to  b e

p art o f (St Jo h n  William s, 2002).

 4.8.14.During  renovation  w o rk for  the  ce llar in  N e therle igh house,  around  1813, a

series  o f  Crem atio n  urns,  lamps and  Roman  ceram ics  w e re  found  (St  John

William s, 2002).

 4.8.15.Stockdale’s  p lan  o f  1796 shows  Handbr idge  as  s e e n  o n  D e  Lavaux’s  p lan  o f

1745. The site area is south  o f  the  suburb,  s t i l l  not  shown, probably through

lack o f d e v e lo p m e n t.

 4.8.16.Roberts’  19 th  century  illustratio n  o n ly  s hows  larg e ,  important  b u ildings.

Howeve r ,  Eccleston  is  s h own  and  the  ro ad  layo u t  c o n tinues  to  fo llo w  the

o rig inal m e d ieval route.

 4.8.17.Betwe en  1805  and  1821,  a  series  o f  p lan s  b y  Co le,  O rmerod ,  N e e le  and

Batenham  show  Handbr idge  d ev e lo p ing  alo n g  Overleigh  Road  and  n o t

spreading onto  Eato n  ro ad  u n til 1821. It is w ith  the construct ion of  the Grade

II  listed  b u ild ings  along  the  start  o f  Eato n  ro ad  aro u n d  1820  that  s o m e

development  i s  seen.  

 4.8.18.By the early 19 th  century Handbridge contained most ly working-class  housing,

though  still  including  Netherleigh  house  and  Greenbank  o n  Eato n  Road.

Despite  these  tw o  h ig h  status  hou s e s ,  Hemmingway  refers to  H andbr idge  in

1831 as  almost exclusively inhabited  b y  the  lower orders  (Lewis  & Thacker,

2004). 

 4.8.19.Co le’s m aps of 1836, 1843 and  1851 show d ev e l o pmen t  aro u n d  H an d b rid g e ;

however,  only f ie lds  are shown heading towards Netherle igh.  This  i s  repeated

on  Thomas’s plan of 1853 and Gresty’s plan of 1870.

 4.8.20.The  first edition  O rdnance  Surv ey  map  o f  1873 shows Netherle igh  h o u s e  in

p lace, w ith  field s  o c cupy ing  the site area. This is repeated  o n  b o th  1881 and

1938 Ordnance Survey maps.
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 4.8.21.There  are  no  results  in  the  immediate  vicinity  fo r  this  tim e  p e riod  o n  the

Cheshire HER.

 4.8.22.Alth ough  a  g reat  d e al  o f  activity  and  d e v e l o pmen t  o f  the  area can  b e  seen

through  the  Post  Medieval  per iod,  apart  from  Netherleigh  hou s e ,  i t  ap p e ars

that the site area w as devoid  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t. It is clear that this land  w as used

fo r  ag ricultural purpo ses  during this  tim e  frame. There is l imited  p o tential for

archaeological remains on the site from this period.

 4.9.POST WAR

 4.9.1. Post  1945 public spending focused on Health and education. St Bede’s Catholic

Se c ondary  Schoo l  (now  O verleigh Middle  School)  and  w hat  w as  to  b e c o m e

West Cheshire College were both built  around this t ime. 

 4.9.2. The  c o lleg e  b u ild i ng  was constructed  at so m e  p o int between 1945 and 1948,

alth o u g h  the  educatio n al institute  itself can  claim  its origins to  d ate  to  around

1812.

 4.9.3. By 1958 the Ordnance survey map  s h ows  the main footprint of  the college as

it  is  to d ay.  By  1970  all  o u tbui ldings  had  b e en  integrated  und e r  a  s i n g le

construction, as seen on the 1970 Ordnance Survey map.

 4.9.4. No  d e v e lo pmen t  c an  b e  seen  o n  the  site  o u tsid e  the  fo o tp rint  on  the  1970,

1993 or 2005 Ordnance Survey maps. 
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 5. Methodology
 5.1.The  evaluatio n  consisted  o f  a  c o m b inatio n  o f  m achine  trenching  and  hand

excavation to maximise information recovery.

 5.2.The  m o d e r n  topso i l  and  any made-up  sur face  were  r emoved  by  mach ine  under  the

supervision of a suitably qualified archaeologist.

 5.3.Recent  m ake-up  depos i t s  and  b u lk  depos i t s  w e r e  r e m o v e d  b y  m achine  after

id en tification  by  hand  c leaning.

 5.4.All features were recorded stratigraphically.

 5.5.Fo r trenches  where  hand digging was not  required  th e  trench s ides  were c lean e d  and

recorded .

 5.6.Hand  excavatio n  b y  c o n text w as  u tilised  w h e re  w alls, flo o rs or other features were

en coun tered. Including:

 5.6.1. Ditch or linear feature term ini and  inter-sections

 5.6.2. Clusters of cuts and re-cut features

 5.6.3. Any structural evidence

 5.6.4. Areas of organic potential

 5.7.A  m inim u m  n u m b e r  o f  features,  w ithin  each  significant archaeological horizon,

w e re hand excavated  to  mee t  the research requirements of the evaluation:

 5.7.1. Pits and  p o s th o les were sam p led  b y  h alf-sect ioning.

 5.7.2. Linear features w e re sect ioned where appropriate.

 5.7.3. Excavated  m aterial w as examined  in  o rd e r  to  retrieve  artefacts to  assist in  the

analysis of the spatial distribution of artefacts.

 5.8.Exam inatio n  and  cleaning  o f  all  archaeological deposits  was carried  o u t  b y  h and

using  appropriate  hand  to o ls.  An y  archaeological  d e p o s its  w ere  exam ined  and

recorded  b o th  in  p lan  and  section.  The ob ject ive  was to  d e fine remains rather than

to tally rem o v e  th em.
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 5.9.All finds, artefacts, industrial rem ains and  faunal rem ains w e re col lected.

 5.10.Finds  included 19 th  century material and  un s tratified  artefacts fro m  the spoil.

 5.11.All  trenches  and  excavated  sp o il  w as  b e  exam ined  b y  an  exper ienced  m e tal

d e tectorist, approved by the Chester City Archaeologist.
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 6. Results
 6.1.A series of 16 trenches of varying length were excavated  across the site area (Figure

2). Th is section will discuss the results of the investigation by trench.

 6.2.TRENCH 1.

 6.2.1. Trench  1  w as  lo cated  to  the  n o r theast  corner  of  the  site, 4.2m  south  o f  the

m ain exit w ith its  eastern edge butting the college fence l ine.

 6.2.2. The  trench measured 11m east  west  by 1.6m north south, with an elevation of

20.34  m o d  at  the  to p  o f  the  n o r th  eas t  corner  (Figure  3). The  b ase  o f  the

trench was recorded at 18.80 mod, 1.54m  b e lo w  the  g round  level.

 6.2.3. The uppermost deposit  comprised a topsoil ,  (100), and sub soil ,  (101). These

w e re  id en tified  as 20 th  century  d e po s i ts  fro m  p lastic  an d  ceram ic  inclusions

recovered  d u ring excavation.

 6.2.4. Underlying  the  m o d e rn  subso i l  were  a series  of  three  20 th  century make  u p

deposits  associated  w ith  the  construction  o f  the  co llege  cam p u s  (Figure  4).

Deposi ts  (102),  (103)  and  (104)  c o u ld  b e  s een  to  fo rm  a  single  event,

fo rming the  base  of  the  car  park for  the  north sec t ion of  the  col lege.  Mixing

b e tween  d epo s i ts  of  the main context components  was vis ible.
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 6.2.5. Con text (102) comprised  loo s e  r e d  shale  w h ich  m e asu red  0.08m  d e e p .  This

shale overlay a 0.10m  think d u m p  o f  g rey coloured s lag, (103). The base layer

o f  the  three  d e po s i ts, (104), underlay (103) and  consisted  o f  0.20m  if black

co loured  c inder  and  ash. Within  (104)  a  number  o f  modern  g lazed  ceram ic

finds and plastic  fragments were recovered.

 6.2.6. To  the  w e s t  e n d  o f  the  trench,  a   depos i t ,  0.46m  d e e p ,  w as  id en tifie d

underlying context (104). This deposit (118) comprised  a friab le  red silt loam

w ith a spread  o f sm all sand s to n e  frag m e n ts within i t .  A number of  coarse and

fine Roman ceramic sherds  were recovered from this  deposi t .  

 6.2.7. It  ap p e ars  that  c on text (118)  d ates  to  the  Roman  per iod .  The  to p  o f  this

d epo s i t  was identified  at a d e p th  o f   19.74 mod ,  0 .6m  b e lo w  p resent  ground

level.

 6.2.8. Underlying  c on text  (118)  w e re  tw o  thin  layers  o f  R o m an  d ate ,  (119)  and

(120) respectively. Context (119) m e asured  0.15m  in  d e p th  and  compr i s ed  a

d ark g rey to  b lack clay w h ich also  revealed  Roman ceramic sherds.  The colo u r

of  the  d e p o s it may relate  to  ro tting  ro o t  m atte r  w ithin  it w h ich  w o u ld  have

leeched out  minerals into  the surrounding soil .
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 6.2.9. This  g rou p  o f  d e p o s i ts,  (118)  to  (121),  ap p e ar  to  b e  o f  R o m an  d ate  and

possibly represent the final phase of Rom an  activity w ithin trench 1.

 6.2.10. Con text [122], the cut for the base of the  Roman deposits, cut context (105)

to  the east, and could be seen to physically sit over (112), the natural red clay.

 6.2.11. Context (105) had  b e e n  truncated  b y  the 20 th c en tu ry college make up (104),

however ,  the  bot tom  0.3m  h ad  survived. The top  o f (105) w as recorded  at an

elevation of  19.69 m o d , 0.65m  b e low present  ground l eve l . 

 6.2.12. (105) co m p rised  friab le  m id  b ro w n  c lay lo am  w h ich  c o n tained  frag m e n ts  o f

Roman  ceram ics. This  c on tex t  s ealed  in  a series  o f  lo w e r,  e arlie r ,  Roman

deposits .

 6.2.13. A larg e  R o m an  structure, 106, was sealed  in  by  con text (105) at an  e levatio n

of  19.62 mod ,  0 .72m  b e lo w  p re s en t  g round  level. This structure w as located

3.4m  to  the w e st  of  the  eastern edge  of  t rench 1 and comprised  th e  s ou th  e ast

corner  o f  what ap p e ars to  b e  a Roman funerary monument. The f irst  sect ion of

the wall 106 ran  in  a north south orientation across the trench. At its southern

edge a return wall  could be seen to run towards the west.  
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 6.2.14.This  return  w as  keyed  into  the  n o rth  south  section  o f  the  w all  g iving  a

con tem p o ran e o u s  d ate  fo r  b o th  sections. The  w all  had  b e en  constructed  o f

larg e  sand sto n e  b locks,  600  x  300  x  250m m ,  o n  b o th  outer  faces  w ith

sandsto n e  rubble of  a smaller s ize packing the void between both outer skins.  

 6.2.15.Within  the  sand sto n e  p acking  m aterial,  Roman  ceram ics  w ere  recovered

compris ing  coarse  red-o range  ceram ic  sherds  w ith  larg e  silica  tem p e r.  N o

m o rtar had  b e en  u s ed  i n  the construction of the wall. 

 6.2.16.The  ro u g h  n atu r e  c omb ined  w i th  th e  b ackfill surrounding it indicates that this

p art o f  the wall form e d  a fo undatio n  fo r a larg e  funerary monument. The lack

of any associated  flo o r  m ay result fro m  the truncat ion of  the  upper  depos i t s  by

con text (105), a possible demolition layer.

 6.2.17. A cut for wall 106 c ou ld , [111], could  b e  s e en  in both north and south facing

sections. This cut had  a shallo w  g radient  on the  eas t  edge  with a  sharper  s lope

to  the west.  This possibly relates to the construction method, with access given

fro m  the east. 

 6.2.18.A series of 4 backfills had  b e e n  d u m p e d  in cut [111] against w all 106. These

con texts,  (107),  (108),  (109)  &  (110)  respectively,  compri sed  lo o s e  soils

which contained Roman building material, CBM, tile and tegula.
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 6.2.19. As w ith the w all 106, these deposi ts  were seale d  in by context (105).

 6.2.20.The  cu t  f o r  these  deposits ,  [111], could  b e  s een  to  cu t  though  an  earlier

Roman  d epo s i t, (114). Con text (114) w as id en tified  at an  e levation of   19.53

m o d , 0.81m  b e low present  ground leve l .

 6.2.21. (114) comprised  a friab le  d ark brown silt loam  w ith  R o m an  ceram ic  she rd s

w ithin the matrix. The form  o f the deposit  and the small  nature of  the Roman

ceram ic  sherds  m ay  d e m o n s trate  that this  c on text  i s  par t  o f  an  ag ricultural

layer. A sm all amoun t  o f  bu rn t  b on e  was recovered from d epo s i t (114). 

 6.2.22.The  size  and  nature  o f  the  b o n e  m ad e  i t  unidentif iable,  however,  from  the

nature of the deposit  there is  a high possibi l i ty that this  is  burnt animal bone.

This is  common within agricultural soils  of numerous periods.  

 6.2.23.(114) overlay an  e arlier Rom an  d e po s i t,  (113), w h ich  lay  at an  e levation  o f

19.54 m o d , 0.80m  b e lo w  p resent ground level, (113) comprised a friable dark

b rown  s ilt lo am  w hich contained small fragments of Roman ceramics.

 6.2.24. Several archaeological deposits  were encountered  w ithin Trench 1. These are
ou tlin e d  b e lo w  fro m  e arlies to  t latest;

? Roman  I – The  earliest o f  the Roman deposi ts  within Trench 1 comprises
con text (113), a possible agricultural soil located at a depth of 19.54 mod,
0.80m  b e lo w  p resent  ground leve l. Ceram ic evidence detailed in section 7
d ates this featu re to  the 1 st to  3rd century AD. An earlier date is though
m o re convincing for this phase as context later layers, (105) for example,
can be more accurately dated to the late 1 st early 2nd  centuries. It is mos t
p ro b ab le  that this deposit dates to the 1 st century AD.

? Roman  II – This com p rises context (114), a possible agricultural soil
lo cated  at a d e p th  o f, 19.53 m o d , 0.81m  b e lo w  p resent ground level. This
phase is thought to date to the 1 st to  2nd  centuries AD by association to
surrounding deposi ts .  

? Roman  III – This was the most substantial of the Roman phases of activity
comprising wall 106 an d  its associated fills. It is probable that this is the
fo undatio n  for a large Roman funerary monument.  Roadside graves and
m o n u m e n ts w e re  known aro u n d  Chester, however,  the s ize  of  the
monumen t  means that whoev e r  this monumen t  was associated with must
have been an important individual. This was located at a depth of 19.62
m o d , 0.72m  b e low present  ground l eve l . Sect ion 7 discussed the f inds
fro m  this phase, which is thought to date to the 1 st to  3rd  centuries AD.  

? Roman  IV – This  phase represents  the dem o litio n  and  s ealing  in of the
earlier funerary m o n u m e n t. The top of context (105) was identified at a
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d e p th of 19.69 m o d , 0.65m  b e lo w  p resent ground level.  This deposit
c ou ld  b e  d ated  though ceramic finds discussed in section 7 to the late 1 st  to
early 2nd  century AD.  

? Roman V  – The latest of the Rom an deposi t  within Trench 1 was recorded
fro m  the top of context (118), at 19.74 m o d , 0.6m  b e lo w  p resent  ground
level. This appears to be a late agricultural deposit dating to the late 1 st  to
early 2nd  century AD.

 6.2.25. The above ser ies  of  Roman depos i t s  begin at  a  depth of  0.6m below present
g round  level w ith the mo s t sig n ificant structural feature, 106,  at a d e p th  o f
0.72m  b e lo w  p resent  ground leve l. 

 6.2.26.  Discussion of the f inds from this trench can be seen in section 7 of this
report.

 6.3. TRENCH 2

 6.3.1. Trench 2 was located 10m to the north of the main college entrance and
m e asured 9.5m by 1.6m on an northeast southwest orientation. 

 6.3.2. The height at the top of the northeast corner of the trench was 20.10mod with
the trench being bottomed at  a  depth of  19.15m o d , 0.95m  b e lo w  p resent
g round  level.

 6.3.3. The  uppermos t  d epo s i t  compr i s ed  a d ark b ro w n  h u m id  lo am  topsoil (200),
0.1m de ep ,  wh i ch  ov e rlay a lig h ter coloured loose brown subsoil  (201), 0.2m
d e e p  (Figure 5).

 6.3.4. This subsoil sealed in a series of three 20 th  century construction layers, base for
the college campus, (202), (203), and  (204) respectively. (202) com p rised
sand  and  mo r tar loo s e ly m ixed  and  ex tended 0.1m below context (201).
Underlying this sand matrix was a 0.15m deep  d epo s i t  o f  r ed  shale frag m e n ts.
Th e  b ase  o f the 20 th c en tu ry m ake up  m e asured 0.21m  in  dep th  and  compr i sed
the same  s ho tton slag seen in Trench 1 (103).
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 6.3.5. Th e  b ase  o f th e  trench, underlying (204) was context (205), the natural red
clay.

 6.3.6. N o  o ther archaeological features were identified within Trench 2.

 6.4.TRENCH 3

 6.4.1. Trench 3 measured 22m by 1.6m on an east west orientation and was located
26m  to  the north est  of  the main reception of the college. The height at top of
the trench at its eastern edge was at an elevation of 19.91 mod. The trench was
b o tto m e d  at a d e p th of  1.31m below, 18.60 mod.

 6.4.2. 2 distinct archaeological deposits  were encountered within Trench 3. The
uppermost deposit ,  a possible Post  medieval plough soil  was located at a depth
o f 19.23m o d , 0.72m  b e lo w  the present ground level.  With a lower deposit,  a
Roman  p lough  s o il at a depth of  19.00m o d , 0.95m  b e low pr e s en t  g round  leve l
(Figure 6).

 6.4.3. The  upp e r  tw o  d e p o s i t s  comprised modern topsoi l  of  dark brown to black
humic loam  (300), measuring 0.1m  d e e p , which overlay a lighter coloured
loose brown subsoil ,  (301), which measured 0.15m  in d e p th.

 6.4.4. The subsoil sealed in a series of three 20th  century construction layers, which
ap p e ar to  b e  a b ase for the college campus, (302), (303), and (304)
respectively. 

 6.4.5. These deposits are the same as those identified in Trench 2, (202) to (204).
The highest deposit, (302), comprised 0.2m of red shale. This overlay (303),
w ith a grey angular gravel matrix 0.1m  in  d ep th, w h ich in turn overlay (304).
(304) co m p rised  the Sh o tton  s lag , a p o rous slag waste from Shotton steel
w o rks, w h ich extended 0.18m below  con text (303).

 6.4.6. Below the 20 th  century college make up was context (305), a mid brown silt
clay w ith charcoal flecks and post medieval ceramic inclusions. This appears to
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b e  an  ag ricultural soil w ith a post medieval domestic ceramic spread. 0.14m in
d e p th, it w as id en tified at an elevation of 19.23m o d , 0.72 b e lo w  g round
surface.

 6.4.7. Con text (305) seals in a light brow n  c lay lo am, (306), w h i ch  p roduced  r oman
ceram ic  sherds  o f  rough/coarse red pot with gritty temper. These are discussed
m o re in the specialist rep o rt in Appendix  2 . The  depo s i t  measured 0.2 in depth
at an elevation of 19.0m o d , 0.95m  b e lo w  p resent  ground leve l.

 6.4.8. Th e  b ase  o f trench 3, underlying the Roman plough soil (306) is context
(307), the natural red  c lay o f the area.

 6.5.TRENCH 4

 6.5.1. Trench 4 measured 27m by 1.6m on a north south orientation, with dog legs
at north and south ends. This was to avoid a planted area in the college car
p ark. The northern end of the trench was located 40m to the east of the college
entrance. The height at the north end of trench 4 was 20.00 mod. The trench
b ase  w as lo cated  at a d e p th  o f 18.88 m o d , 1.12m  b e lo w  p resent ground level.

 6.5.2. As w ith trench 3, 2 archaeological deposits  were encountered (Figure 7). The
upper deposit ,  a post  medieval  plough soi l  was identi f ied at  a depth of
19.39m o d , 0.61m  b e lo w  p resent ground level.  The lower deposit ,  a Rom an
p lough  so i l w as seen at a d e p th  o f 19.24m o d , 0.76m  b e lo w  p resent  ground
level.

 6.5.3. A d ark humic loam topsoil (400), 0.1m deep, overlay a lighter coloured loose
b rown sub so i l (401), w h ich measured 0.12m in depth. The subsoil (401)
sealed  in a series of three 20 th  century construction layers, as seen in trenches 2
and  3. These appear to be the base for the college campus, (402), (403), and
(404) respectively. 

 6.5.4. The  to p  layer, (402), com p rised  0.15m o f  r ed  shale, overlying (403), a grey
angular gravel 0.15m  in  d ep th. This gravel overlay, (404), a dum p  o f  Sh o tto n
slag , a p o rous slag waste from  Sho tton  s teel w o rks 0.18m  in  depth.
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 6.5.5. The 20 th  century make up is  only present in northern 5.2m of the trench, from
this p o int on, moving south, only the subsoil  (401) covers  the post  med
p lough  so i l (405).

 6.5.6. Below 20 th  century college make up is (405), a mid brown silt clay with
charcoal flecks and post med ceramic inclusions. This is likely to be an
ag ricultural soil w ith  d ome s tic ceram ic spread. It m e asu red 0.18m in depth at
an elevation of 19.39m o d , 0.61m  b e lo w  the present  ground surface.

 6.5.7. (405), in turn, sealed in a light brow n  c lay lo am, (406), which revealed
ro m an ceramic sherds. These were of a coarse red ceramic with gritty tem p e r.
Th e  d e p th  o f  this  deposi t  measured 0.28 at an elevation of 19.24m o d , 0.76m
be low p r e s en t g ro u n d  level.

 6.5.8. Th e  b ase  o f th e  trench, underlying the Roman plough soil (406) was (407),
the natural red  c lay of the area.

 6.6.TRENCH 5

 6.6.1. Trench 5 measured 12m by 1.6m on a north south orientation, 28 m from the
south eastern corner of the front block of the college within the car park. The
height at the top of trench 5 was 20.18 mod, with the base at 0.91m below
p resent ground level,  19.27 mod. 

 6.6.2. The  p lough  s o ils seen in trenches 3 and 4 continue through into trench 5, with
the post medieval plough soil  at an elevation of 19.98mod, 0.20m below
p resent ground level,  and the Roman plough soil  at  an elevation of 19.68 mod,
0.50m  b e lo w  p resent  ground leve l.

 6.6.3. As trench 5 was located within the car park of the college the upper deposits
comprised Tarmac (500), 0.1m deep, and its associated hardcore base (501),
0.1m  d e e p  (Figure 8 ). 
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 6.6.4. This modern surface overlay, (502), a gravel fill 0.3m d e ep ,  dumped  i n  f r om
the north,  and could be seen s lumping towards the south.  

 6.6.5. A thin layer of black silt and cinder (508) sits below  (501) an d  also  ap p e ars to
hav e  b e en  dumped  ab o v e  (502) in areas. These all can b e  s e en  to  be  20 th

century deposits utilised for the car park of the college. 

 6.6.6. Below the 20 th  century college make up was context (503), a mid brown silt
clay w ith charcoal flecks and post medieval ceramic inclusions. This appears to
b e  an  ag ricultural soil w ith d ome s tic spread. Context (503) m e asured 0.30m
in depth, with is uppermost level at an elevation of 19.98mod, 0.20 below  the
p resent ground surface.

 6.6.7. (503) seals in a lig h t b r own  c lay lo am (504) w h ich revealed roman ceramic
sherds of a coarse red pot with gritty tem p e r. This deposit was identified at a
d e p th of 19.68m o d , 0.50m  b e lo w  p resent  ground level  and extended  0.3m
be lo w  this.

 6.6.8. Con text (507) w as lo cate d  at th e  b ase  o f trench 5 underlying context (504).
(507) co m p rised  the natural red  c lay, w ith  b lue mottled areas, raising up to
the south. Cut into the natural, (507) w as a shallo w  d itch running east west,
2.3m  fro m  the northern edge of the trench. This u-shaped ditch, [506], was
filled  w ith a lig h t b ro w n  c lay lo am  (505), sim ilar to  c on text (504).  It is
possible that this is a Rom an di tch,  however ,  no  f inds  were  recovered  f rom
this fill and  m o d e r n  truncation makes this hard  to  p rove .

 6.7.TRENCH 6

 6.7.1. Trench 6 measured 5m by 1.6m along an east west orientation and was located
28m we s t of the main Eaton road entrance south gate. The height at the top of
the east end of the trench was 21.25 mod, with its base at 20.12 mod, 1.13m
be low p r e s en t g ro u n d  level.

 6.7.2. As w ith the previous trenches, 3, 4 and 5, two distinct archaeological deposits
w e re encountered. A post medieval plough soil  at 21.00 mod, 0.25m  b e lo w
p resent ground level  and a Roman plough soil  at  20.60 mod, 0.65m below
p resent ground level  (Figure 9).

 6.7.3. The  upp e r  layers com p rised  the car p ark tarm ac surface and its associated  b ase
layers. The tarm ac (600) m e asured 0.1m  d e e p  and  ove r lay tw o  20 th  century
construction layers, base for the college campus, (601) a red shale and (602)
comprising black cinder. These extend 0.1 and 0.05m in depth respectively.

 6.7.4. Below the 20 th  century college make up was context (603), a mid brown silt
clay w ith charcoal flecks and post medieval ceramic inclusions. This is probably
an  ag ricultural soil w ith a d ome s tic ceram ic spread. It measured 0.40m in
d e p th, from  an elevation of 21.00m o d , 0.25 b e lo w  g round surface.

 6.7.5. Con text (603) sealed  a lig h t b ro w n  c lay lo am, (604), wh i ch  p roduc ed  r oman
ceram ic sherds.  The depth of  this  deposi t  measured 0.4m  fro m  an elevation of
20.60m o d , 0.65m  b e lo w  p resent ground level.
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 6.7.6. Underlying context (604) and extending to the base of the trench was context
(605), the natural red  c lay o f the area.

 6.8.TRENCH 7

 6.8.1. Trench 7 was divided into two sect ions due to a combination of  access
d ifficulties and  an  array o f  modern services  (Figure 10).

 6.8.2. Section 1, the eastern section, measured  18.3m  b y 1.6m  o n  an  e ast wes t
o rientation and was located 1.2m to the west of the hedgerow fronting onto
Eaton  Road  and  5m to t  he  south of  the  lodge bui ld ing. The height  at  the top of
the eastern edge of trench 7 was 21.25 mod, with the base at an elevation of
19.60 m o d , 1.65m  b e lo w  the present ground level .

 6.8.3. Section two was located 2.4m to the west of section 1 and measured 11.25m
by 1.6m  in an east west orientation. Due to a mass of services, this trench
cou ld  no t  b e  fu lly investigated.

 6.8.4. Section 2 was str iped to a depth of  0.42m below present ground level ,  where
an  array of  services  running both north south and east  west  were identi f ied.
This meant that further excavation of this section was impossible.

 6.8.5. Section 1, however, revealed a series of Rom an depos i t s  under ly ing modern
truncation.  The depth of  the top of  Roman deposi ts  was recorded at  the top of
con text (704), a possible Roman sealing layer. This was located at an elevation
o f 20.30m o d , 0.96m  b e lo w  p resent ground level  (Figure 11).

 6.8.6. A d ark humic loam topsoil (700), 0.15m deep, overlay a dark brown coloured
loose silt subsoil (701). Context (701) m e asured 0.25m  in depth and both
these deposits  contained 20 th  century metal, plastic and  g lass as w e ll as
ceram ics.

 6.8.7. The subsoil (701) sealed in a series of two 20 th  century layers. These ap p e ar to
represent  dumping events ,  poss ibly fol lowing the construct ion of  the lodge
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bu ild ing to the north of the trench. Context (702) com p rised  a 0.25m  d e e p
depos i t  of  dark brown loose  s i lt lo am. (703) extend  0.31m  in depth and
compr i s ed  a very d ark b r o w n  to  b lack loose silt and sand mix. As with the
uppe r  tw o  d e p o s its, b o th  (702) and  (703) contained  20 th century metal,
p lastic and ceramic fragments.

 6.8.8. Underlying (703) was context (704), a d ark to  m id  red silt loam whi ch
con tained  small frag m e n ts of Roman ceramics. The deposit  appears to have
b e en  cu t  into during construct ion of  the  Lodge and i s  much deeper  in the
southern section, 0.4m as opposed to 0.16 in the north section. Fragments of
Roman  roo f  tiles, b o th  tegula and imbrex, were recovered form this  deposit .

 6.8.9. Con text (704) sealed  in a distinct gravel deposit, (707), at a depth of 0.83m
be low p r e s en t g ro u n d  level. This deposit was very similar in form to another
con text, (706), lo cated  to  the east  end of the trench. However,  a yello w  c lay
b ase, (705), sealed  in (706), giving tw o  p h ases of gravel spill, in essence
separating (707) and  (706) into two  e v en ts.

 6.8.10. Bo th (706) and  707) w e re  made  up  o f  smal l  rounded  pebble  and both
con tained  R o m an ceramic finds of similar date, between the 1 st an d  3rd  century
AD. These appear to be overspill or a skirt for the Roman Road that ran along
the present line of Eaton Road. 

 6.8.11. (706) m e asured  0.1m  in depth and underlay (705) in turn overlaying (710)
the natural red  c lay.
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 6.8.12. (707) m e asured  0.1m  in depth and underlay (704), with (705), the 0.12m
thick yellow  clay deposit as a base. 

 6.8.13. Within (705) w as a thin lens of black silt, (708). This contained  frag m e n ts  of
burn t  bone  an d  R o m an ceramic, however, this appears to be a small spread,
rather than a cut feature.

 6.9. TRENCH 8

 6.9.1. Trench 8 measured 8.1 by 1.6m on an east west orientation and w as lo cated
6m south west of  the southeastern corner of the front block of the college.  The
elevation at the top of the trench was 20.21 mod. Trench8 w as excavated  to  a
d e p th of 19.06 m o d , 1.15m  b e lo w  c ar p ark level.

 6.9.2. As w ith trenches 3,4 and  5, the two main plough soils  were identif ied within
trench 8. The top of the post medieval plough soil  was located at 19.81mod,
0.40m  b e lo w  p resent  ground leve l, w ith the Roman plough soil  at  19.61mod,
0.60m  b e lo w  p resent ground level  (Figure 12).

 6.9.3. The uppermost surface of the trench was a tarmac layer, (800), which was
0.1m  d e e p . This overlay a yellow  angu lar g ravel (801), 0.05m  d e e p .  Under
this gravel w as a hardcore lens, (802), 0.15m  in  d ep th w h ich in turn lay abov e
a cinder deposit (803), 0.1m in depth. These all appear to relate tot he
construction of the car park during the 20 th century.

 6.9.4. Below the 20 th  century car park make up was context (804), a mid brown silt
clay w ith charcoal flecks and post medieval ceramic inclusions. This is likely to
represent an agricultural soil w ith domestic ceramic spread. It measured 0.20
m  in depth, from  an elevation of 19.81 mod, 0.40m below  g round surface.

 6.9.5. Con text (804) sealed  in a lig h t b lue grey clay, (805), which revealed no f inds.
However, this was similar to other deposits on the site, such as (604), which
have  p roduced  Roman ceramic finds. The depth of deposit (805) was 0.2m
fro m  an  e levatio n  o f 19.61 m o d , 0.60m  b e lo w  p resent ground level.
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 6.9.6. Con text (805) overlay the natural red clay, (806), which extended to  the  base
o f the trench.

 6.10.TRENCH 9

 6.10.1.Trench 9 measured 5.8 by 1.6m  alo n g  an  e ast we s t o rientation. And was
lo cated  25m  to  the south west  of   the south eastern corner of  the front block of
the college. 

 6.10.2.The height at the top of the western corner of the trench was 20.18 mod. The
b ase  o f  the trench was located at 19.29 mod, 0.89m  b e low pre s en t  g round
level.

 6.10.3. A possible post medieval plough soil was identified at 19.83mod, 0.35m
be low p r e s en t g ro u n d  level, w ith a poss ible  Roman plough soi l  at  19.68 mod,
0.50m  b e lo w  p resent ground level  (Figure 13).

 6.10.4. The upper surface comprised 0.15m  o f tarm ac (900), w h ich overlay an
angular yellow  g ravel deposit (901). Context (901) m e asured 0.2m in depth
an d  b o th (900) and  (901) ap p e ar to  fo rm  the construction layers for the
existing car park.

 6.10.5. Below the 20 th  century car park make up was context (902), a mid brown
co loured silt clay with charcoal flecks and post medieval ceramic inclusions.
This appears to be an agricultural soil with domestic ceramic fragments, which
m e asured 0.15 m in depth. The top of this layer was identified at an elevation
o f 19.83 m o d , 0.35m  b e lo w  g round surface.

 6.10.6.Con text (902) sealed  in a lig h t b rown  s ilt lo am, (903), w h ich revealed no
finds.  Although no f inds were recovered from  this context, its sim ilarity to
surrounding deposi t s ,  which revealed Rom an ceramic fragments, could
indicate a Ro m an  d ate.
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 6.10.7. Con text (903) m e asured 0.25 in depth, with its upper surface at  an elevation
o f 19.68 m o d , 0.50m  b e low p r e s en t g ro u n d  level.

 6.10.8.Underlying context (903) was a deposit of natural red lay, (904), which
extended to  the  base  of  the  trench.

 6.11.TRENCH 10

 6.11.1.Trench 10 measured 10.6m by 1.6m on a north south orientation and was
lo cated  20 m  to  the east of the western boundary, within the west car park.
The  e levatio n  at the top of the trench was recorded  as 19.56 m o d , with the
b ase  at a d e p th of  19.01 mod, 0.55m below present  ground level .

 6.11.2. The upper surface comprised tarmac (1001), 0.15m deep, with a black silt &
gravel base (1002), 0.1m  d e e p  (Figure 14).

 6.11.3. Below the 20 th  century car park make up was context (1003), a light blue clay
0.10 m  in  depth. This appears to be a waterlogged part of the natural clay
deposit (1004), w h ich underlay (1003). Context (1004), the natural clay
extended to  the  base  of  the  trench.

 6.11.4. No features were identified within trench 10.

 6.12. TRENCH 11

 6.12.1. Trench 11 measured 12.6m by 1.6m on a north south orientation. This trench
w as lo cated  7m east o f  the western boundary and 40.5 m south of the north
b o u n d ary. Th e  h e ig h t at th e  to p  o f trench 11 was recorded  as 19.48 m o d . The
trench was excavated to a depth of 18.47 m o d , 1.01m  b e lo w  p resent  ground
level.

 6.12.2. The top surface was made up of tarmac (1101), 0.1m deep, with a black silt &
gravel base (1102), 0.2m  d e e p  (Figure 15). 
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 6.12.3.Below the 20 th  century car park make up was (1103), the natural red  c lay o f
the area, w h ich extended  to  the base of  the trench.

 6.12.4. No featu res were identified within Trench 1.

 6.13. TRENCH 12

 6.13.1.Trench 12 was excavated  to 10m by 1.6m along a north south orientation. The
to p  o f trench 12 was identified at 20.13 m o d  w ith its b ase  at a d e p th  o f
18.98m o d , 1.15m  b e lo w  p resent ground level.

 6.13.2. Trench 12 was located 17m to the northeast of the southeast corner of the
co lleg e  w ithin the east car park (Figure 16).

 6.13.3. The car p ark surface com p rised  tarm ac (1200), 0.03m de ep ,  w i th a yellow
gravel base, (1201), 0.3m  d e e p . 

 6.13.4. 0.6m  b e lo w  p resent  ground level  was a poss ible  post  medieval  plough soi l
(1202), id en tified  at 19.53m o d . This  was seen below  the 20 th  century car park
m ake up. 

 6.13.5.(1202) is fo rmed from a mid brown s i l t  loam, 0.25m deep and contained post
m e d ieval ceram ic fragmen ts.

 6.13.6. Underlying (1202) w as context (1203), the natural red  c lay w h ich extended
to  the base of  the trench.

 6.14. TRENCH 13

 6.14.1. Trench 13 was located 60m to the south of the front block of the college and
52m  to  the west of the eastern boundary. The trench measured  18.20m  b y
1.6m  o n  a north south orientation. The surface level at this point was recorded
as 20.95 m o d , with the base of the trench at 20.10 mod, 0.85m below  p resent
g round  level.
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 6.14.2. The surface com p rised  tarm ac (1300), 0.05m d e e p ,  w ith  a yello w  g ravel bed
(1301), 0.25m  d e e p . 

 6.14.3.0.3m  b e low present  ground level  was a poss ib le  post  medieval  p lough soi l
recorded at 20.65mod (Figure 17). Th is context (1302) underly (1301) and
revealed post medieval ceramic inclusions.

 6.14.4. Underlying (1302) w as natural red clay deposits (1303) which extended to
the base of  the trench.

 6.15. TRENCH 14

 6.15.1. Due  to  c on s traints w ithin the south east car park trench 14 was divided  into  2
sections.  The south section measured 10m by 1.6m with the north section
m e asuring 5m by 1.m, both on a north south orientation. They were located
25m we s t of the eastern boundary in the centre of the south east car park. The
north sect ion was divided from the south sect ion be a gap of  3m. 

 6.15.2.The elevation at the top of the north end of the trench was 21.15 mod. The
trench was excavated to a depth of 20.25m o d , 0.9m  b e lo w  g ro u n d  level
(Figure 18).

 6.15.3. The surface layers com p rised  tarm ac  (1400), m e asuring 0.05m  d e e p ,
overlying a yellow  g ravel bed, (1401), 0.3m  d e e p . Sealed  in by the 20 th

century car park make, 0.35m  b e lo w  p resent ground level,  w as a poss ib le  pos t
m e d ieval plough soil, (1402), a mid  b rown  s ilt lo am, 0.3m  d e e p . 

 6.15.4.Underlying (1402) was context (1403) the natural red  c lay w h ich extended to
the base of  the trench.

 6.16.TRENCH 15

 6.16.1.Trench 15 was located at the south east corner of the college car park, 9m west
o f the eastern boundary. The trench measured 18.7m by 1.6m, on a north
south orientation, with an elevation at its top of 21.35 mod. The trench was
excavated  to  a d e p th  o f 19.65 m o d , 1.7m  b e lo w  p resent ground level.

 6.16.2.The  modern  car p ark m ake  up  o f  tarm ac (1500), 0.08m de ep ,  ov e r lying
yellow gravel (1501), 0.3m d e e p  s e aled in  a  loose  dump of  mid brown s i l t
(1502) w h ich contained 20 th  century plastics. Context (1502) m e asured 0.3m
d e e p  an d  ap p e ars to  b e  m ake up  to  raise the car park level.

 6.16.3. 0.68m  b e lo w  p resent ground level, sealed in by context (1502), was an
earlier 20 th  century turf layer (1503). This w as id en tified at an elevation of
20.67 m o d . Matted  g rass on the upper surface marked the start of the deposit,
an d  p lastic flapjack w rap p e rs and ribena cartons give a recent 20 th century date
for this deposit.
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 6.16.4. Con text (1503) m e asu red 0.1m in depth and overlay (1504), a mid brown
loose silt loam, 0.92m deep. This appeared to be the loose backfill  of a
ro adside ditch (Figure 19). 19th  century ceramics indicated a backfilling date. 

 6.16.5. The top of context (1504) was identified at a depth of 20.57 mod, 0.78m
be low p r e s en t g ro u n d  level. 

 6.16.6. Con text (1504) w as cut into the natural red  c lay, (1505), w h ich extended  to
the base of  the trench.

 6.17. TRENCH 16

 6.17.1. Trench 16 was located in the rough grassy area to the south of the college. Its
northeast corner was set at a distance of 29.5m to the east of the south eats
corner of  the col lege.

 6.17.2. Trench 16 measured 61.3m by 1.6m, on an east w e st o rientation, w ith its
eastern end at an elevation of 21.92mod. The base was recorded at 20.62 mod,
1.3m  b e lo w  g ro u n d  level.
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 6.17.3.Topsoil ,  (1600), of trench 16 comprised, 0.14m of dark brown humic loam.
This overlay a loose mid brown silt  subsoil (1601), which measured  0.12m  in
d e p th  (Figure 20). 

 6.17.4.Below the subsoil  was a loose l ight brown silt  (1602) which contained post
m e d ieval ceram ics and  c lay p ip e . (1602) m e asured 0.2m in depth and overlay
the natural red  c lay of the area (1603). Context (1603) extended  to  the  base  of
the trench.

 6.17.5.To  the west of the trench, a plough mark, (1604), could be seen in the base,
cut into the natural (1603). This m e asured 0.42m  in width and was cut from
con text (1602). The plough depth measured 0.25m.

 6.17.6.Con text (1604) w as id en tified  at 21.11 m o d , 0.46m  b e lo w  the  present  ground
level at the edges of the trench. This appears to be a possible post medieval
p lo u g h  m ark. 

 6.18. The results indicate that along the frontage of Eaton Road there is evidence of
Roman  activity ap p roximately ?? m below the present ground surface.  Both Roman
and  po s t  med i eval ag ricultural deposits can be seen to occupy the are to the east and
south of the college at an approximate depth of ?? and ?? respectively.

 6.19.The area to  the west  of  the col lege appears  to  have been landscaped during the
construction of the college, school or car park. This has removed  an d  archaeological
deposits that may have been present in the past.

 6.20.The follow ing section details  the f inds recovered from the above trenches.
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 7. Finds
 7.1.The  fo llo w ing  sectio n  ad d resses  the  fin d s  recovered  fro m  the  e valuatio n  at West

Cheshire College. 

 7.2.Several contexts revealed  Roman and post  Roman f inds  across  the  s i te .  The bulk of

these  w e re  o f  u n d iagno s tic  CBM/building  m aterial and  sherds  o f  Cheshire  p lains

w are, the  lo cal  Roman  ceram ic.  However,  several  sherds  of  b lack burnished  w are

and 2 fragments  of  Sp anish  Amphora were  also  id en tified.

 7.3.A  n u m b e r  o f  the  ceram ics  sherds  o f  Cheshire  p lains  w are  s h owed  ev idence  o f

burning.  As this  area i s  known to  h ave  b e e n  u tilised  as  a burial  ground,  especially

alo n g  the  fro n tag e  o f  Eato n  Road,  i t  i s  poss ib le  that  some  o f  this  b u rnt ceramic

comes  f rom  cremation activity. It has also  b e e n  p o s tulate d  that so m e  o f  the  she rd s

are  sim ilar to  w asters in appearance. Wasters often form  p art o f  assem b lages  seen in

association with ceramic manufacture.

 7.4.As  n o  kilns  are  known  o f  in  the  immediate  vicinity, wher eas  b u rials  h ave  b e e n

recorded  alo n g  the west perimeter of Eaton Road, both north and south of the site,  it

is likely that these burnt ceram ics are associated with cremation activity.

 7.5.Trench 1

 7.5.1. Ceram ic

 7.5.2. Con text (105), the  Roman  d e p o sit sealing  in  the  R o m an  structure  106,  on ly

con tained  Roman ceramic  and  m e tal find s. Frag m e n ts  o f  Im b rex and  tegula,

Roman  ro o f  tile,  w e re  recovered  fro m  (105)  alo n g  w ith  Romano  British

ceram ics and  Flavian-Trajanic sherds. This tends to  suggest a date of late 1 st to

early 2nd  century AD.

 7.5.3. Con text (106), revealed  frag m e n ts of Roman brick and ti le as well as sherds of

Cheshire Plains w are d atin g  to  b e tw e e n  the 1 st an d  3rd  centuries AD. 

 7.5.4. Con text (110) produced  lim ited  f inds,  however,  these  sherds  of  ceramic were

Roman o  British in date and form.

 7.5.5. Con text  (113)  con tained  a  n u m b e r  o f  R o m an  and  Romano  British  finds,

including  Sp anish  Amphorae  fragmen t s  and  burn t  R o m ano  British  b e ake r
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sherds. 

 7.5.6. Con text (116) produced  Roman  ceram ic  she rd s  dating  to  b e tw e e n  the late 1 st

and early 2 nd  centuries AD, along with Romano British ceramic fragments. 

 7.5.7. Con text (119) also  p ro d u c e d  finds within the sam e  d ate range, late 1 st to  e arly

2nd  century AD and Romano British ceramic sherds.

 7.5.8. Metal

 7.5.9. 2 sm all, sq u are section, metal pins were also recovered  fro m  (105) and  (106),

which  w e re  id en tified  d u ring  m e tal  d e tecting  s w e e p s  o f  the  d e p o s i ts. These

also  ap p e ars to  b e  R o m an  in date. 

 7.5.10.Bone

 7.5.11.Con text (114) produced  a  smal l  amount  of  undiagnost ic  f ragments  of  burnt

bone .  These  c ou ld  n o t  b e  id en tified  d u e  to  their small size  and  fragmen tary

nature.

 7.6.Trench 3

 7.6.1. Ceram ic

 7.6.2. Con text  (305)  p ro du c e d  frag m e n ts  o f  late  m edieval  g reen  g laze  and  17 th

century glazed ceramic fragments.

 7.6.3. Con text (306) contained 3 sherds of a coarse local ceramic which appears to be

m e d ieval in date

 7.7.Trench 4

 7.7.1. Ceram ic

 7.7.2. Con text (405) revealed  a mixture  o f  R o m an  and  po s t  med i e val ceram ics. This

ap p e ars to  b e  a re-deposited layer.

 7.7.3. Con text (406) contained  several Rom an ceramic sherds. These appear to be tile

frag m e n ts and building material/CBM.
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 7.8.Trench 5

 7.8.1. Ceram ic

 7.8.2.  Con text (503) produced sherds of  post  medieval ceramics,  with a brown glaze

and  c o arse fab ric.

 7.8.3. Con text (504) produced  2  sherd s  o f  coarse Roman building material/CBM.

 7.9.Trench 6

 7.9.1. Ceram ic

 7.9.2. Con text (603) contained  n u m e rou s  po s t  med ieval ceram ic fragmen ts including

Buckley w are  and yellow glazed ceramics.

 7.9.3. Glass

 7.9.4. Con text (603) also  contained  a  small fragments  o f  c lear  flat  g lass,  possibly

fro m  a  window pane .

 7.10.Trench 7

 7.10.1.Trench  7  c on tained  an  ap p arent overspil l  from  the  Roman  road  w hich  ran

north south, along the eastern boundary of the site.

 7.10.2.Ceram ic

 7.10.3.Con text  (705) produced  Roman  ceram ic  fragmen t s  o f  tegula and  imbrex as

we ll as o ther building materials. These were all dated  by  a  s p e c ialist to  the 2 nd

century AD.

 7.10.4.Con text  (706)  con tained  a  n u m b e r  o f  sherds  o f  Roman  CBM/ building

m aterial and  tile frag m e n ts.

 7.10.5.Con text (708)  revealed  a series  o f  c e r amic  sherds  t hough t  to  b e  Romano

British body sherds from a jar.  These were dated to the 1 st to  2nd century AD.

 7.10.6.Bone

 7.10.7.Con text (708) also  contained  several fragments  o f  b u r n t  b on e .  As  w ith  the

bone  f r om trench 1, this w as undiagnostic and fragile.
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 7.11.Trench 10

 7.11.1.Ceram ic

 7.11.2.Con text (1003) comprised  several  sherds  o f  Roman  ceram ics,  thought to  b e

fro m  the Holt area. These were dated to the 1 st to  2nd  centuries AD.

 7.12.Trench 15

 7.12.1.Con text (1504) w as  the  fill o f  an  o ld  ro ad side  d itch. The  m ajo rity  o f  these

finds are of 20 th  century date,  with the except ion of  a  number of  18 th an d  19 th

century ceramics.

 7.12.2.Ceram ic

 7.12.3.The  assem b lag e  c o m p rised  a number of  Buckley ware sherds  as  well  as  white

g lazed  ceram ic  and  terraco tta  flo w e r  p o t  fragments .  The  m o s t  d ate ab le  item

fro m  the assem b lag e  w as a w h ite glazed ceramic telegraph insulator.

 7.12.4.The  telegraph  insulator  w as  a  relatively  larg e  item  that  w o u ld  have  b e en

lo cated  o n  to p  o f  a  telegraph  p o le. These  item s  isolated  the  telegraph  cable

fro m  the stanchion and any other possible short that could cause current loss.

 7.12.5.The  cross  section  is visible  d u e  to  its  d amaged  state  and  the  w o rd s  “Bullars

Ltd ”  an d  “Lo n d o n ”  are  embo s s ed  o n  the  u p p e r  end  o f  the  item .  This

inform atio n  can  b e  used  to  d eterm ine  a  d ate  o n  m anufacture,  as  the  d e e p

recess and  screw  thread  show  it to  b e  o f  a  late  type ,  wh i ch  Bu llars  record  as

be ing produced  pos t  1943 AD.

 7.12.6.Bone

 7.12.7.Several  w h o le  cattle  b o n e s  w ere  uncovered  w ithin  con text  (1504). These

included  a metatarsal, m e tacarp al and  scapula as w ell as a humerus . These  were

clearly bovine in origin and their preservation indicates a relatively recent date,

possibly mid 20 th century.

 7.12.8.Glass

 7.12.9.Con text (1504) produced  s ev e ral frag m e n ts of a larg e  g reen glass wine bottle.
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 8. Summary and Conclusions
 8.1. The  site  o f  West Cheshire  Co l lege,  Handbridge  campu s ,  i s  p r o po s e d  fo r  future

res ident ial  development.  The  site  und e rwen t  an  archaeological evaluation  during

February and March 2006.

 8.2.The s i te  could be divided into three dist inct  areas,  (Figure  2). The  we s tern  section,

w ithin the rear car park to  the west of  the main college building, the central section

d irectly to  the east of the college building and the east section, along  the Eaton Road

fron tag e .

 8.3.The West section revealed  that the  area to  the west  of  the main col lege bui lding has

unde rgone  20 th  century  landscaping,  w h ich  has  destroyed  any  archaeological

deposits that may have been present within this are of the site.  20 th  century car park

construction layers overlie the natural clay deposit.

 8.4.The  c en tral section, including  trenches  2 through 6,  8 and  9 as well  as 12 through

16, revealed  that tw o  w e ll  def ined  ag ricultural layers  w e r e  p re s en t  on  the  site. It

ap p e ars  that the  area w as  u s ed  d u ring  the  R o m an  p e rio d  fo r  ag ricultural purposes.

These deposits are located set back several meters from the frontage for Eaton Road.

 8.5.The  site  lies  b e tw e e n  the  Roman  fo rt  at  Chester  an d  the  R o m an  settlem e n t  o f

Heronbr idge  alo n g  the  m ain  s ou thern  ro u te  o f  o f  Chester. As  such  i s  in  an  idea l

lo cation for supplying part of the agricultural needs for Chester and Heronbridge.

 8.6.Overlying the Roman agricultural deposits w as a later, m e d ieval, ag ricultural deposit.

It is  likely that the  area was utilised  fo r  ag ricultural purposes during  the  m e d ieval

pe r iod .

 8.7.  The  East section, running  p arallel to  Eato n  Road  revealed  the  e arliest  deposits  on

the site.

 8.7.1.  These deposits  can be divided into 5 phases of activity within trench 1, located

to  the south of the main exit of the college car park, and  2 phases of activity in

trench 7, to the south of  the lodge bui lding.

 8.7.2. The f ive phases of  Roman activity can be seen below. 
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 8.7.3. Roman  I – The  earliest  o f  the  Roman  depos i t s  w ithin  Trench  1  c o m p rises

con text  an  ag ricultural soil located  at  a  d e p th  o f  19.54  m o d ,  0.80m  b e lo w

p resent ground level.  Ceramic evidence detailed  in  section 7 dates this featu re

to  the 1 st to  3 rd century AD. An earlier date is  though more convincing for this

p h ase  as  later layers, (105) for exam p le, can  b e  m o re  accurately dated  to  the

late  1 st early 2nd  centuries. It is most  probable  that  this  deposi t  dates  to  the 1 st

century AD.

 8.7.4. Roman  II – This comprises context (114), another agricultural soil located  at a

d e p th  o f,  19.53  m o d ,  0.81m  b e lo w  present  g round  level.  This  p h ase  is

thought  to  d ate  to  the  1 st to  2 nd  centuries AD  b y  association  to  surrounding

deposits.  

 8.7.5. Roman  III – This  w as  the  m o st substantial of the  Roman  p h ases  o f  activity

compris ing  w all  106 an d  its  associated  fills.  It  is  p r obab le  that  this  is  th e

fo undatio n  fo r  a  larg e  Roman  funerary  m o n u m e n t.  Ro ads ide  g raves  and

m o n u m e n ts w e re  known  aro u n d  Ches ter ,  however ,  the  s i ze  o f  the  monument

m e an s  that who e v e r  t h i s  monumen t  was  associated  w ith  mus t  have  b e e n  an

important individual. This was located  at a d e p th  o f  19.62 mod ,  0 .72m  b e lo w

p resent  ground  level. Section  7  d iscussed  the  f inds from  this  phase,  which is

thought to date to the 1 st to  3rd centuries AD.  

 8.7.6. Roman  IV – This  phase represents  the demolit ion and  sealing  in of the earlier

funerary monument.  The  to p  o f  c o n text (105) was identified  at  a  d e p th  o f

19.69 m o d ,  0.65m  b e lo w  p re sent  ground  level .  This  deposit  could  b e  d ated

though ceramic f inds  discussed  in  section 7 to  the late 1 s t   to  e arly 2nd  century

AD.  

 8.7.7. Roman  V  – The  latest of the  R o m an  d e p o s its  w ithin  Trench  1  w as  r e corded

fro m  the  to p  o f  c o n text (118), at 19.74 m o d ,  0.6m  b e lo w  p re s en t  g round

level. This appears to be a late agricultural deposit dating to the late 1 st  to  e arly

2nd  century AD.
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 8.7.8. Within  Trench  7, overspil l  of  gravel from  the  R o m an  Road  w h ich  lies along

the same line as the present Eaton Road  w e re  ident i f i ed.  These  were  recorded

at a depth  o f   20.30mod ,  0 .96m  b e lo w  p resent  ground  level. Finds date  this

p h ase  o f  activity to  b e tw e e n  the 1 st an d  3rd  century AD.

 8.7.9. It can be clearly seen that the main focus of Roman activity runs along the west

b o u n d ary  o f  Eato n  Road. It appears that the  site  w as  u tilised  fo r  ag ricultural

purposes  for a period.  Following this ,  a large funerary monument was erected

alo n g  the  side  o f  the  m ain  southerly  ro ad  o u t  o f  Chester.  In  tim e  this

monumen t  wen t out of use and the site returned to an agricultural function. 

 8.7.10.Fro m  the  results,  it can  b e  said  th at  there  is  a  h ig h  p o tential  fo r  R o m an

archaeological rem ains being  p resent along  the frontage for Eaton Road  at an

approx imate d e p th  o f 0.6m  b e lo w  the  present  ground level.

 8.7.11.Pos t  Roman  activity,  p rio r  to  the  construction  o f  the  co llege,  appears to  b e

restricted  to  po s t  med i eval ag ricultural activities. 

 8.7.12.The  results  o f  this  evaluation  indicate  that  ag ricultural  d e p o s its  fro m  the

Roman  and  Post Medieval periods cover a great deal of the site.

 8.7.13.As  m u c h  o f  the  archaeological deposits identified  o n  the  site  are  ag ricultural

soils,  i t  is  thought that these should not require preservation in situ, however,

some form of  monitor ing may be advisable  during intrus ive  groundworks.

 8.7.14.To  the  e ast o f  the site, along  the Eaton Road  fro n tag e ,  m inim al w o rks should

b e  carried  ou t  h e r e  in  o rd e r  to  p reserve  an y  R o m an  remains  that  m ay  b e

p resent. If intrusive  g ro u n d w o rks are  required  w ithin  this area, som e  fo rm  o f

archaeological investigation may be prudent.
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FIGURE 1 //  Site location general
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FIGURE 2 // Site Location Detailed

DESCRIPTION // Site Location Detailed
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West Cheshire College Excavations 2006: Post Excavation Assessment Romano-British Pottery 

Assessment report on pottery and ceramic building material from 
excavations at West Cheshire College for L-P Archaeology

R.S.Leary

1. Factual Data

The pottery was examined in context groups and catalogued according to the Guidelines of 
the Study Group for Romano-British Pottery for basic archiving (Darling 2004).  The 
fabrics were recorded in broad groups and source suggested where appropriate.  Forms 
were described.

1.1.Quantity and provenance

There were 72 sherds of Romano-British pottery (530g.) and 82 fragments of ceramic 
building material (4196g.).  The quantities of pottery sherds and ceramic building material 
recovered from the excavated areas and trenches are shown in Table 1 and Table 2.  

Area Context Fabric Count Weight Abrasion Part
1 105 Tile 2 451.7 Very Imbrex
1 105 Tile 5 403 Very Tile 

probably 
tegula

1 106 Brick 
or tile

9 161.2 Very Fragment

1 110 Brick 
or tile

1 13.8 Very Fragment

1 113 Brick 
or tile

6 163.7 Very Fragment

1 116 Brick 
or tile

2 11.9 Very Fragment

3 306 Brick 
or tile

2 24.5 Very Fragment

4 406 Brick 
or tile

3 79.9 Very Fragment

4 406 Brick 
or tile

3 56.7 Very Fragment

4 406 Brick 
or tile

1 169.8 Very Fragment

7 705 Brick 
or tile

34 709.9 Very Fragment

7 705 Tile 9 1303 Very Tegula
7 705 Tile 1 486.9 Moderately Imbrex

7 706 Tile 4 160.4 Very Fragment
Total 82 4196

Table 1 ceramic building material
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West Cheshire College Excavations 2006: Post Excavation Assessment Romano-British Pottery 

Area Context Fabric Count Weight Abrasion Part Form Comments Date

1 105 GRB1 8 24.3 V Rim and 
body

Flavian-
Trajanic 
neckless 
everted-rim jar

Burnt L1-E2

1 105 OAB1 3 19.4 V Undiagnostic 
bodysherd

RB

1 105 OBB1 1 6.1 A Undiagnostic 
bodysherd

Burnt? RB

1 106 OAB1 6 25 V Undiagnostic 
bodysherd

RB

1 106 TS 1 1.2 V Scrap 1-3
1 110 OAB1 1 20.5 V Bodysherd jar RB
1 113 OAB1 6 35.2 V Undiagnostic 

bodysherd
RB

1 113 AMP? 1 15.7 V Undiagnostic 
bodysherd

Prob S. 
Spanish

1-3

1 113 GRA/OAA 1 1.9 V Bodysherd Beaker? Burnt RB
1 116 OAB1 7 23.3 V Undiagnostic 

bodysherd
RB

1 116 GRA1 3 19 A Rim and 
body

Flavian-
Trajanic 
neckless 
everted-rim jar

L1-E2

1 116 GRB1 1 13.4 M Bodysherd jar Distorted RB
1 119 GRB1 3 181.8 A base and 

body
simple jar 
base

RB

1 119 OAB1/FLB2 19 67.7 V Rim and 
body

Flaring ring-
necked with 
pronounced 
upper ring 
flagon

L1-E2

3 306 OBB1 1 2.1 V Scrap Possibly 
not RB 
but Med

5 504 OAB1 1 5.8 V Undiagnostic 
bodysherd

5 frags 
recent 
breaks

RB

7 705 OAB1 1 22.6 V Base simple jar or 
flagon base

RB

7 705 TS 1 7.5 A rim and body DR18/31 OR 
31

2nd

7 708 GRA1 4 12.7 V Bodysherd Jar RB, 
PROB 
1-2

7 708 OAB1 1 2.4 V Undiagnostic 
bodysherd

RB

10 1003 FLB2 1 18.6 V Base turned base, 
probably a 
flagon

Prob 
flagon

1-2

10 1003 OBA 1 3.6 V Undiagnostic 
bodysherd

Prob Holt 1-2

Total 72 529.8
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West Cheshire College Excavations 2006: Post Excavation Assessment Romano-British Pottery 

Table 2 quantity of pottery from excavated trenches and contexts

1.2.Range and variety of material
1.2.1.Ceramic building material

Most of the ceramic building material comprised very abraded fragments of unidentifiable 
brick or tile.  Four fragments of roofing tile were identified, two from imbrices and two 
from tegulae.  All the fragments were in an orange sandy fabric which was badly degraded 
due to soil conditions.  The surfaces were abraded all over.
1.2.2.Wares

The fabric of the pottery was first examined by eye and sorted into ware groups on the basis 
of colour, hardness, feel, fracture, inclusions and manufacturing technique.  If the sherds 
could not be adequately grouped by eye then they were examined under an x30 binocular 
microscope and compared with sherds from known sources.   The majority of the pottery 
was in an oxidised medium, quartz-tempered fabric OAB1 (orange) or OBB1 (buff) which 
fell into the Cheshire Plains ware category.  One finer sherd, OBA, may be from the Holt 
kilns.  The grey wares, GRA1, a fine quartz-tempered fabric, and GRB1, a medium, quartz 
tempered fabric, are likely to be local products belonging to the Cheshire Plains grey ware 
category.  Two sherds of samian were identified, one from 2nd century dish and the other 
two mall to identify, and one possible amphora sherd, probably a south Spanish amphora. 
Some of the OAB sherds may have been originally white slipped.  Only one sherds, from 
area 10 1003, retains evidence of white slipping (FLB2) but the ring-necked flagon from 
area 1 119 was probably originally white slipped.  Apart from the traded samian and 
amphora, all the wares are likely to be locally produced.

1.2.3.Forms

Three forms were identified: two neckless, everted-rim jars, a ring-necked flagon and a 
samian dish form 18/31 or 31.  In addition, one thin walled bodysherd probably came from 
a beaker and an amphora bodysherd was identified.  Three vessel bases were present, two 
simple jar bases and a turned base probably from a flagon.  A GRB1 bodysherd was 
distorted.
1.3.Chronology

The types of fabrics and forms identified in the assemblage date from the Flavian period to 
the 2nd century.  The neckless, everted-rim jars and the ring-necked flagon form suggests 
activity in the Flavian-Trajanic period.  The absence of BB1 vessels supports this dating.

1.3.1.Function and site status

The assemblage is too small to assess the status and function of the area adequately but the 
distorted grey ware sherd from area 1 116 and the burnt sherds from area 1 105 and 113 
may indicate pottery production.  The suggestion that the area may have been a roadside 
cemetery would also explain some of the burnt pottery since such material may be derived 
from vessels used in the funeral rites and burnt on the funeral pyres.  The distorted sherds, 
however, did not appear to have been burnt in this way and is more likely to be a waster.
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2. Further work

1.4.The pottery

1.4.1.Fabric analysis

No further fabric analysis need be undertaken at this stage but if further work is done on the 
site the fabric series should be cross-referenced with the Chester fabric series held by 
Chester Archaeology.

1.4.2.Specialist analysis

Further analysis of the samian by a samian specialist would narrow the date ranges.

3. Storage and curation

The pottery is poor and very abraded so should be boxed separately from the ceramic 
building material.  Both categories should be dried thoroughly.

4. Bibliography

Darling, M.J. 2004 Guidelines for the archiving of Roman pottery.  Journal of Roman 
Pottery Studies Vol 11, 67-75.
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Introduction 
 
Two samples were processed from the excavations for charred plant remains. One 
came from the possible fill of Roman ditch overlying Roman Garden/agricultural soil 
(context 114). The other sample came from context (708), a possible ditch or road 
overspill. 
 
The samples were processed by standard flotation methods; the flot retained on a 0.5 
mm mesh, residues fractionated into 4 mm, 2mm and 1mm fractions and dried. The 
coarse fractions (>4 mm) were sorted, weighed and discarded, 2814g from context 
114 and 3391g from 708. 
 
The flots were scanned under a x10 – x40 stereo-binocular microscope and the 
presence of charred remains quantified (Table E1). Preliminary identifications of 
dominant or important taxa are noted below, following the nomenclature of Stace 
(1997).  
 
 
Results 
The samples both produced moderate amounts of wood charcoal. Much of the wood 
charcoal was ring-porous and so likely to come from oak. No twig wood was seen in 
the samples.  
 
No charred plant remains were seen within the samples other than two small 
fragments of hazelnut (Corylus avellana) from context 114. 
 
 
Discussion 
While some Roman sites in the region have produced abundant evidence for the 
cultivation and processing of spelt wheat in the form of charred grains and glumes, 
e.g. Wilderspool (Hillman 1992), the absence of charred remains from Roman Town 
sites can be commonplace.  
 
While the two samples may not be entirely representative, if grain was arriving at the 
site in a fully processed condition, as possibly seen at other Roman towns, e.g. 
Colchester (Murphy 1984) then such remains are likely to minimal and only from 
situations where there has been accidental burning, such as burned down granaries.  
 
Potential 
There is limited potential to examine the wood charcoal which may yield further 
information regarding the species burnt and the use of woodland resources for fuel. 
However, such potential is limited by the small assemblage and that the samples are 
not related to a specific activity. The charred plant remains have no further potential. 
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Table E1.  Assessment of the charred plant remains and charcoal 
 
       Flot    
Feature 
type/no 

Context Sample size 
litres 

flot size 
ml      Roots 

Grain Chaff seeds Notes Charcoal 
>4/2mm 

Other 

Ditch 114 1 20 125 5% - - C(h) hazelnut 
frgs. x2 

20/30ml - 

Ditch? 708 2 23 120 5% - - - - 20/20ml - 

 
KEY:  A** = exceptional, A* = 30+ items, A = ?10 items, B = 9 - 5 items, C = < 5 items, (h) 
= hazelnuts, smb = small mammal bones;  
NOTE: 1flot is total, but flot in superscript = % of rooty material.  
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Finds Index
Context Type Description Count Date Notes

105 Ceramic Fragments of Roman tile/CBM 3 Roman Coarse orange red 
fabric with large 
inclusions

Ceramic Fragments of Roman roof tile 3 Roman Imbrex roof tile 
fragments

Ceramic Sherds of coarse orange red 
ceramic

16 Roman

Metal Fragment of ferrous pin/nail 1 Roman Square cut 
nail/pin

106 Ceramic Sherds of coarse orange red 
ceramic

10 Roman

Ceramic Fragment of roof tile 1 Roman Imbrex

Ceramic Fragments of CBM 6 Roman Building material

Metal Fragment of ferrous pin/nail 1 Roman Square cut 
nail/pin

110 Ceramic Sherds of coarse orange red 
ceramic

2 Roman

113 Ceramic Fragments CBM 3 Roman

Ceramic Sherds of orange red coarse 
ceramic

11 Roman

114 Bone Fragments of burnt bone 11

116 Ceramic Rim sherd, black burnished ware 1 Roman

Ceramic Sherds of black burnished ware 2 Roman

Ceramic Sherds coarse orange red ceramic 8 Roman

118 Ceramic Sherds coarse orange red ceramic 8 Roman

Ceramic Rim sherds coarse orange red 
ceramic with decoration

2 Roman

Ceramic Black burnished ware base sherd 1 Roman

Ceramic Black burnished ware sherds 2 Roman

305 Ceramic Sherd coarse orange ceramic with 
partial green glaze

1 Late Med



Context Type Description Count Date Notes

Ceramic Yellow glazed ceramic with 
decoration

2 17th C

306 Ceramic Sherds coarse orange red ceramic 3 Roman

405 Ceramic Fragments CBM 8 Roman

Ceramic Sherds of orange red coarse 
ceramic

2 Roman

Ceramic Terracotta sherd 2 Post Med Flower pot

Ceramic Buckley ware sherds 3 Post Med

Ceramic Fragment of brown glazed 
ceramic

1 Post Med

Ceramic Fragment of white glazed 
ceramic

6 Post Med

Ceramic Clay pipe shafts 2 Post 16th C

406 Ceramic Sherds coarse orange red ceramic 3 Roman

503 Ceramic Sherd of yellow orange ceramic 1 Post Med?

504 Ceramic Sherds of coarse orange red 
ceramic

2 Roman

603 Ceramic Buckley ware sherds 2 Post Med

Ceramic Coarse red ceramic fragments 3 Post Med?

Ceramic Fine glazed black ceramic sherd 1 Post Med

Ceramic Yellow glazed ceramic sherd 1 Post Med

Glass Clear glass fragment 1 Post Med

705 Ceramic Fragments of CBM 43 Roman Building material

Ceramic Roman roof tile fragment 1 Roman Tegula

706 Ceramic Fragment CBM 1 Roman

Ceramic Sherds coarse orange red ceramic 4 Roman

708 Ceramic Sherds coarse brown ceramic 4 ?

Bone Fragment of burn bone 1 ? Undiagnostic

1003 Ceramic Sherds of thin yet coarse orange 2 Roman



Context Type Description Count Date Notes

red ceramic

Ceramic Sherds coarse orange red ceramic 1 Roman

1504 Bone Fragments of burnt bone and 
clay

3 ? Undiagnostic

Bone Bovine metatarsal 1 ?

Bone Bovine metacarpal 1 ?

Bone Bovine scapula 1 ?

Bone Bovine humerus 1 ?

Metal Large square metal pin 1 Post Med

Glass Green glass bottle base 1 Post Med

Glass Green glass bottle neck 1 Post Med

Ceramic Buckley ware sherds 16 Post Med

Ceramic Terracotta flower pot sherds 8 Post Med

Ceramic Fragments of brown glazed 
ceramic

6 Post Med

Ceramic Clay pipe stems 4 Post 16th C

Ceramic Fragments of white glazed 
ceramic

7 Post Med

Ceramic Coarse red roof tile, apex tile 1 Post Med

Ceramic Fragments of glazed brown 
ceramic

1 Post Med Base sherd

Ceramic Orange brick fragments 3 Post Med

Ceramic White glazed telegraph insulator, 
broken

1 Post 1943 “Bullers Ltd”
“London”

Printed on top of 
item. The deep 
inner cavity and 
screw thread place 
this item as post 
1943 AD.




