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TRIAL EXCAVATIONS AT DERBY RACECOURSE PARK 

by Anne Dodd 

INTRODUCTION 

This report presents the results of the excavation of trenches 

across the north end of Derby Racecourse Park in September -

November 1990, to assess the impact on archaeological remains 

of a proposed planning application to construct car parking, 

all weather football pitches and a pavilion in this area. 

The Roman road between Little Chester and Sawley crosses this 

line is known from previous .excavations area east-west, and its 

which have sampled an 

extending along its north 

1980, Dool, 1985, Wheeler, 

. . 
industrial settlement and cemetery 

side (Brassington 1971, Brassington 

1985). 

The present investigation began with a resistivity survey of a 

200m square area, to be followed by trial trenching to assess 

the archaeological significance and quality of anomalies. This 

approach was abandoned after ground conditions were found to be 

unsuitable for geophysical survey methods. Twenty trenches were 

then dug to assess the extent and survival of the 

archaeological remains. Areas on both sides of the road were 

sampled at t~ree points along its length in order to determine 

the pro~able extent north, south and east from the previously 

known area of occupation, testing the · assumption that 

occupation in this area was a ribbon development in which the 

densest occupation was expected in the immediate roadside area 

with possible field systems beyond. Each trench was 2m wide and 

20m long. Topsoil was stripped by machine down to 

archaeological levels and all but Trench 012 were then cleaned 

by hand. Test pits were excavated at a number of points to 

establish that subsoil had not been redeposited above 

archaeological deposits. 
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Features were allocated context codes but not excavated beyond 

surface cleaning. Finds recovered during cleaning were coded 
according to the underlying context. 
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sUMMARY 

TRENCHES 002-012 

Trenches 002-012 formed the western line of trenches. Trenches 

· oo4-009 produced evidence of the Roman road and roadside 

industrial activity at depths below the present ground surface 

between c. 0.15m (Trench 007) and c. 0.45m (Trench 005). 

Trenches 002, 003, 010, 011 and 012 were truncated by recent 

levelling and no archaeological levels have survived in these 

areas. 

TRENCHES 013-019 

The central line of trenches, 013-019, was also disturbed by 

recent activity but archaeological levels remained at a 

slightly greater depth, between c. 0.20m (Trench 017) and c. 

0. 70m (Trench 019). The metalled surface of the Roman road 

occurred in trench 018. Cremation and inhumation burials were 

found in Trench 017, east of the previously known extent of the 

Roman cemetery, and also south of the road in Trench 019. A 

rubble foundation found south of the road in Trench 019 may 

represent a funerary structure of the type previously found on 

the north side of the road (Wheeler, 1985). Field J;>oundary 

ditches occurred in the northern trenches 014 and 015. 

TRENCHES 021-022 

Tr ench 021 revealed the Roman road continuing east but greatly 

disturbed by modern features. To the south Trench 022 was 

disturbed by modern features and there was no evidence of Roman 
activity. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Modern agricultural activities have damaged but by no means 

destroyed the archaeological remains, which are as shallow as 

c. 0.20m below the ground suiface on the west side of the park. 

The most sensitive area lies between 80m north and 20m south of 

· the Roman road and it is recommended that any building or 

landscaping should be sited beyond this area. To minimise 

damage, construction should be on raft foundations rather than 

breaking the surface, and services should be routed to avoid 

the sensitive roadside area. Landscaping should . not include 

treeplanting within this area and any embankments sh~uld be 

created with imported material and not impinge on the roadside 

zone. Care should be taken that this area is not in any other 

way disturbed by contractors' plant. Any works carried out 

should be monitored to allow for salvage recording of· · any 

unforseen archaeological features. 

Interpretation of the site would enhance the amenity of this 

development and its setting. Advice on the form and content of 

site interpretation is available from English Heritage, Trent 

and Peak Archaeological Trust and Derby City Museum. 

Any development proposals remain subject to the granting of 

Scheduled Monument Consent, the requirements of which may vary 

these recommendations. 
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TRENCH 002 
The modern ground surface is 47.42-47 .36m OD. Below topsoil, a 
wide shallow~ flat bottomed bowl shaped rubbish pit [100], 9m 
wide'x 0.6m deep, was located at a level of 46.93-48.27m O.D. 
The fill comprised grey/brown earth and ash with late 19th C 
glass and pottery fragments. This area was otherwise 
featureless alluvial subsoil. 

TRENCH 003 [Drawing 8] 
The ·modern ground surface is 47.40-47 .36m OD. Below .topsoil, a 
subsoil of homogenous yellow brown alluvial clay [ 403] was 
located at a general level of approximately 46.78-46.45m OD. 

This was cut by [ 202] a 0. 22m deep layer of close packed 
pebbles and brick, which .was cambered up to 46. 99m OD. This 
appeared to form a path running east-west. The brick and 
pottery indicate an 18th-19th C date. ·· 

TRENCH 004 

The modern ground surface is 47.40-47 .23m OD. A featureless 
subsoil of yellow brown alluvial clay [300] was located below 
topsoil. A test pit was excavated at the south end,· where the 
clay extended to a depth of 0.60m above dirty river gravel. 

TRENCH 005 [Drawing 2] 
The modern ground surface is 47.26-47 .23m OD. Below topsoil, 
the alluvial clay subsoil [403] wcis .located at a general level 
of approximately 46.80m OD. This was featureless apart from a 
roughly oval feature [402], 0.15-0.30m diameter, at the north 
end O.D.46.79. The fill was slightly darker than the natural 
clay and included large blocks of stone. Small abraded sherds 
of Roman pottery were found underneath the stones. 

TRENCH 006 [Drawings 1 & 5] 
The modern ground surface is 47.49-47.26m OD. Below topsoil, 
subsoil of alluvial clay was located at a level of 47.08m OD at 
the north end but levels rose to 47.25m OD at the south end. 
Near the south end a semicircular feature [501] extending from 
t~e eastern edge of the trench, 3.0m in diameter, was packed 
W1th pebbles and stones. Except at the outer edge, these were 
covered by fired red clay with lumps of charcoal [502]. A 
~ollow [504] extending across the trench for more than 9.0m was 
illed with dirty brown yellow clayey loam. This was cut by 

~~ur circular pits c0.60m diameter with a slightly darker fill. 1 nds came only from the areas above the small pits and 
501/502. These included Roman and post medieval material. 
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TRENCH 007 [Drawings 4 & 6] 

The modern ground surface is 47.49m OD. Below topsoil, features 
were located at a general level of approximately 47.18-47.35m 
OD. A roughly circular feature [602], diameter 0.20m, with a 
dark yellow brown fill included crushed pot and calcined bone; 
these were removed by vandals. A linear feature 0.80m wide 
extending east-west across the trench [ 603] was filled with 
brown clayey soil including crushed ironstone and scattered 
pebbles throughout. A linear feature [605] running north-south 
was filled by dirty grey-brown loamy soil with charcoal flecks. 
This was cut by a pit [604] filled with dirty brown clayey loam 
including large fragments of 19th C brick and cement. [ 605] 
also appeared to be cut by a linear feature [606] running east­
west with a fill of dark grey-brown loam with orange ironstone 
flecks. 

TRENCH 008 [Drawings 3 & 7] 

The modern ground surface is 47.35-47.49m OD. Features were 
located at a general level of 4 7.14-4 7. 34m OD. A series of 
parallel lines O.Olm wide [704] running east-west appeared to 
be ploughmarks. A band of dark brown earth lay across the south 
end of the trench, partly covered by an area of densely packed 
pebbles [ 702] • A spread of brown and yellow clay [ 701] was 
burnt red around large stone. A linear feature c1.20m wide 
running north-west to south-east [703] contained a brown earthy 
fill with orange flecks and scattered pebbles. Extending over 
the northern 6.0m of the trench on the projected line of the 
Roman road, [ 705] was medium brown clayey silt with rounded 
pebbles 0.01-0.08m diameter, possibly a disturbed remnant of 
the road surface. This surface is slightly cambered from 47.2m 
at the southern edge to 47.34m at the northern limit of 
excavation. 

TRENCH 009 [Drawing 9] 
·. 

The modern ground surface is 4 7. 26-4 7. 36m OD. Below topsoil, 
features were located at a general level of 46.97-47.05m OD. 

A feature crossing the north end of the trench [801] was filled 
with dark brown clay, rounded pebbles and charcoal flecks. This 
appeared to cut [802] a semi-circular hearth of clay and packed 
pebbles, diameter 2.4m, extending from the eastern edge of the 
trench. The centre was burnt dark brown clayey loam with 
charcoal flecks, burnt pebbles and brick. [803-809] was a 
series of irregular pits or post holes, 0. 30-0. 40m diameter, 
filled with yellow-brown clayey loam. A linear feature 1. Om 
wide [810] extended east-west at the centre of the trench. This 
was filled by dark brown clay with occasional pebbles, charcoal 
f~ecks and brick fragments. Dark yellow brown clay and loam 
w1th occasional charcoal brick flecks [811] extended over the 
southern half of the trench. 
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TRENCH 010 
The modern ground surface is 47.26-47 .31m OD. A featureless 
subsoil of al-luvial clay was located at a general level of 
approximately 46.89m OD. This area appears to have been 
truncated by recent levelling; there is 0.30m of tofsoil at the 
north end, but the turf directly overlies subsoil 900] at the 
south end. 

TRENCH 011 

The modern 
featureless 
level · of 
levelling. 

TRENCH 012 

ground surface is 46.79-47.3lm OD. Below topsoil, 
subsoil of alluvial clay was located at a general 
approximately 46.86m OD. Truncated by recent 

The modern ground surface is 46.79-46. 98m OD. Below topsoil, 
featureless subsoil of alluvial clay was located at a general 
level of 45.84-46.61m OD. Truncated by recent levelling, a• in 
the adjacent trenches • 

TRENCH 013 [Drawing 10] 

The modern ground surface is 47.03-47.llm OD. Featureless 
subsoil of alluvial clay lay below a shallow depth of topsoil; 
alluvial deposits [121 122 123] were investigated to a depth of 
approximately 45.80m OD. 

I . 

TRENCH 014 [Drawing 14] 

The modern ground surface is 46.99-47 .03m OD. Features were 
located at a general level of approximately 46.45-46.56m OD. A 
possible ditch [134], 0.70m wide, crossed the trench north-west 
- south- east. This was filled with silt and gravel, and one 
large stone block [132]. At the centre of the trench a semi­
circular feature [133], diameter 2.2m, extending from the 
eastern limit of excavation was filled with silt and angular 
pebbles. A series _of four post holes [135 136 137 138], 
diameters 0.50-0.70m, was cut into this; [135 and 136] ·included 
packing stones. 
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TRENCH 015· [Drawings 20, 21, 28, 29) 

The modern ground surface is 47 .Ol-46.99m OD. Below topsoil, 
features were located at a . general level of approximately 
44 .16-44. 19m OD. A modern cable trench crossed the southern 
3.0m of the trench at 44.32m OD. 

A 1.2m wide ditch [1431] extended east-west across the centre 
of the trench. The fill was dark brown silt including charcoal 
and fired clay flecks. Compacted gravel and pea-grit with 
occasional charcoal lumps [1432] extended through the trench, 
apparently overlain by dirty yellow brown clay [1433] on the 
west side of the trench. [1433] lay below darker clayey soil 
[1434] including Roman pottery, charcoal and fired clay flecks. 
This did not extend to the east side of the trench •. 

TRENCH 016 [Drawings li, 12, 22, 23] 

The modern ground surface is 47.01m OD. Below topsoil, 
features were located at a general level of 46.38-47.80m O.D. 

The trench was disturbed by modern pits [1520 1540 1550] with 
a shy fills. A semi-circular area of burnt red clay [1530] 
extending from the eastern side of the trench, diameter 1.70m, 
was similar to the hearths found in trenches 006 [501/2] and 
009 [802]. Finds from cleaning this feature were all modern. 
Two roughly parallel ditches [1570 1580] crossing the south end 
of the trench, 1. 2-1. 5m wide, were filled with yellow brown 
clayey loam with flecks of fired clay and charcoal. Loose dirty 
gravel and pea grit [1581] at north end of the trench may 
correspond with [1432] in Trench 015. 

TRENCH 017 [Drawing 17] 

The modern ground surface is 47.17- 47.01m OD. Features were 
located at a general level of 46.50-46.8lm OD. In the northern 
half of the trench three features [1610 1620 1634] are 
interpreted as graves aligned east-west. The grave cuts were 
round ended, up to 0. 75m .wide but of uncertain length. They 
were filled with charcoal flecked dark grey brown clayey soil; 
crushed bone occurred on the surface of [1620]. The graves lay 
between two parallel features, 0.70-0.80m wide, extending east­
rest. To the south [1630] was filled with yellow-brown clayey 

oam With charcoal flecks and many pebbles. 6.3m to the north, 
[1~35] was filled with brown soil with fired clay fragments and 
P~ bles. A cremation burial [1631] was found near the north end 
~ the trench, comprising a circular area of dark grey-black 
burnt crumbly soil 0. 40m in diameter, including fragments of 
urnt bone and charcoal. A narrow linear feature [1632] 

~xtended north-east from [1631]. This was 0.20m wide and filled 
Y red-brown clay with flecks of fired clay and charcoal. The 

south-western end was lined with unfired red clay. 
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TRENCH 018 [Drawings 18 & 24] 

The modern ground sur face is 4 7. 33-4 7 .17m OD. Below topsoil, 
features were · located at a general level of approximately 
46.63-46.79m OD. On the projected line of the Roman road was a 
fragmentary surface of packed medium to large (0.02-0.10m) 
pebbles set in dark grey brown clayey soil with orange sandy 
patches, up to 4.0m wide [1732]. This was bounded on the south 
side by a 0.30m wide gulley [1734] filled with clayey loam. The 

·road was cambered from 46.67m OD on the south edge to 46.79m OD 
at its highest point. The north side of the road surface was 
cut by an irregular pit [1735] filled with mid-brown clayey 
soil with occasional pebbles and charcoal. Finds from cleaning 
included a brown saltglaze inkpot. The ·pit was cut by one of a 
row of eight modern postholes [1736] extending down the east 
side of the trench. A modern pit [1738] lay in the north end of 
the trench. 

·TRENCH 019 (Drawings 19, 25, 26] 

The modern ground surface is 47.12-47.33m OD. Below topsoil and 
tree root disturbance [1810], features were located at a 
general level of 46.66-46.75m OD. 

Two graves were identified at the north end of the trench, both 
aligned north-south. [1863] possibly was cut by [1864] and both 
were cut by small modern pit [1865_]. The roughly rectangular 
cuts were 1.9m and 2.0m long and more than 0.60m wide; both had 
similar fills of brown sandy clay with charcoal flecks and long 
bone fragments lying in the upper fill. 3. Om to the south 
smashed pelvis fragments [1862] lay on the surface but no grave 
cut was determined. A cremation burial in a pot [1850] was 
found at the south end of the trench, and one other pot scatter 
may represent a disturbed burial. Close to the south end of the 
trench was a spread of rubble partly covered by of dark brown 
grey silty clay with flecks of fired clay [1860], 1.80m wide. 
This included bone fragments, a fragment of b.urnt tegula, and a 
stone with a worked, grooved face. The feature is possibly the 
foundation of a funerary structure of the type found in the 
1979 excavations (Wheeler, 1985). To the north lay an area of 
mixed dark sandy soil with charcoal flecks, tile and bone 
fragments [1861]. Similar dark soil extended north along the 
western edge of the trench. Buff clayey soil lay at the south 
end and the centre of the trench. Modern features included two 
postholes [1820 1840]. 
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TRENCH 021 [Drawings 15 & 30] 
The modern gr.ound surface is 46.98-46.82m OD. Features were 
located at a level of 46.60-46.69m OD.Top of camber 46.69m 
o.D., north edge at 46.60m O.D. south edge at 46.67min the 
southern half of the trench, on the projected line of the Roman 
road, was a surface of medium (0.03-0.0Sm) and small (0.02-
0.03m) pebbles compacted into a dark brown clayey soil with 
orange sandy patches [2002]. This appeared to be bounded on the 
south side by a 0.30m wide gully [2001], separated from [2002] 
by .a patch of orange sandy soil. There was slight evidence of 
camber, levels varying bewteen 46. 60m OD on the north edge, 
46.67m OD on the south edge and 46.69m OD at the centre. A 
large modern feature [2003] cut the north side of the road 
surface and the area was also disturbed by land drains. 

TRENCH 022 Drawing No.31 

The ground surface is 46.98-46. 79m OD. Modern features were 
located ai a general level of 46.67-46.83m OD. A drain [2011] 
extended north-south, and an area of burnt stone and clay 
associated with 19th C finds [2012] lay on the east side of the 
trench. Featureless subsoil was excavated to a level of 46.24m 
OD at the north end of the trench. · 
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r le .. ~o r.wn J? ._,ttery. · dy T.S. Har::. in.· 

r .1is r ·2 ~Jv~t is c ·.J nfineJ t o a trench by trench ass.::sment of fa l)rics 
and da tlng. A :; um rTP3. .CY of f .a b.:ics found in e :1ch tt"ench is to b<:! fo :md 
i ·l Ta '1le 1. L)e taiLed discLtssion of unusual forms is given in 
At?!?endix 1. Cominen t on t 1e dating of t.'1e lo:::ally produ.:.ed potter f, 
p ;:1 rticularly Derbyshire ~Ja re is to be found itl Appendix 2. A total 
of 1 -~ 33 s ;te.cds (120.31 g) !;/ere recovered from 12 trenc·.1.:s. All of t '1e 
pottcr1 ·is unstratified, though finds fro;n directly above features 
id1~ntifi ·.=d aEter s urface cleanin;s wet"e kept separate, and provide 
t2ntative indications of date. All dates are A.D • . No · potter/ is 
ill;Jstrated. 

rr~ncll 003. 
~ single sa8rd of Grey Ware was recovered from t~e layer of close 
}Jcked pebbles a nd bcick [202]. Other finds sug~est that this was a 
Post-Medieval feature. 

Trenct1 OO J . 
Co.1text [400], a layer of ·dirty yello\<l-brO\m clay produced 26 sherds 
of RoQan pottecy. The range of fabrics included Grey and .Oxidi 3ed 
\Ja res, 881, De cby shire. ·\~are, and Ne ne Valley Colour-coat (abraded). 
T.te only identifiable form was a Derbyshire Ware lid- sea t ed jar (Kay 
1062 type A). Context [401] contained two sherds of Roman pottery, 
including a sin _; lz s :1c -·d of Derbyshire Hare. No pottery ·.-1as 
r2covered from c ont~xts [402 ] and [403]. 

02 tin;: T'1e ch2racter of t :1e [)Otte-ry Ecom [40•J] in·Hcates a late 
1st/2nd centur1 dat:= range, t :.10u;sh the Derbyshire IJa .ce focm is one 
t iHt contit1u ed in~o t ·1e second ha l f of t ;1e 4th. [401] 1)coduc~d 
i1surficient dating evidenc~. Both contexts contained Post-Roman 
.?· Jt te:c.y. 

Trench OOG. 
A g ·coup of 7 5 sherds \vere recover-ed f ram aqove . t ;1e h ~=arth [ 501]. 
T 1ese included a s :1ecd of Dressel 20 Arnp i-10rae, Nene Valley Colour­
c .Ja t · beake c wit ·.1 b a rbo tine d ·=co ea tion and a fl a ngz-neck flagon, 
Oxidisc;d l~are carinated and flans ·=d bouls, a Grey \·lace neckless 
everted rim jar, BB1 sherds \<litit . obtusz lattice, and Derbyshire 
~are. Context [502 ], a layer of fired red clay with lumps of 
charcoal, produced a grou? of 160 sherds. Datable forms included a 
S a.11ian farm 3 7 ( decoca ted s .1e : d) bo\vl, Derbyshire Ware 1 id- seated 
j a c s , a BB 1 j a r w i t n ob t u a e 1 a t t ice d e c o c a t ion , and a Grey lv are 
n2ckless ev~rted rim jar. Tne hollow [504] filled with dirty brown 
yello\J clayey loam contained 74 sherds, the mass of which we re Grey 
and Oxi~ised wares; forms included j ars and a flang~d bowl, and a 
Jecbysh1re Ware Hoo~ed rim jar. 

Dating: Th.~ rang~ of eotter1 f.rom [501] indicates a l a te 1st to 4th 
century da te range. L502 ] exi1i bi t =~d a comparable date range, but 
also con t ained Post-~oman pottery. Th 2 bulk of the pottery 
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T::1ble 1. T.1e i{an,3 e of Fabcic. .s (by S - l ~ ~d count) f.J t" e '.ch Tt" -=nci. 

~~.1 bi~i.:.s 

Tr . Sa.-:1 c !_.G :-1o A~n i·l i-1 .J S OrJ Gr BJ3"i' 8!31 D.t3'l CG I/ A 
003 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - -
005 3 7 

,... 
1 11 - - - - - - 0 - - -

00:.) 1 3 l 'J - - 1 12 2 93 79 3 53 66 - -
007 24 1 6 - 1 1 2 - 11 6 u ") .- ... - 23 138 13 -
00 -3 5 4 1 2 1:) 24 8 94 215 6 1 43 15 8 
0·)9 1 6 16 - 12 4 11 2 65 46 - 3 78 2 1 
010 - - - - - - 3 ..: - - - 3 - -
01 5 - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - -
016 - 5 - 1 1 - - 3 1 - - 14 - -
U17 - 1 - - - - - 1 3 - - 8 - -
O-L3 6 6 - 2 - 2 - 2 6 - - 2 9 - -
0 1 9 - 5 - 2 - - - 3 15 - 1 14 - -

Abbcevia t ions: Sam: Sa.-:1ian. C: Colour-coat. L'";: Lead G l az.ed. t-to: 
t·lortaria . Am : A.:-~p · wcae. ~J ;v: \V'fl.ite 1-Ja .re. ;.:s: l·lil ite S lip~)~d ~Jare. 0~1: 
Oxidised Ware. Gr: Grey Hare. BBT : Grey \·lare. / Blac:c-burnished Type 
Wa r e. BBl: Black-bu.rnisi~d \Jare 1. DBY: Derbys~ire Ware. CG: Ca l c i te 
Gr itt ed Ware. 1/A: Possible Ir on Age Sh=cds. 
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fc.m [)04] consist2d of Oxidis2d \-/a.ces \·nl.C tl ma; be dated t '; t '13 
late l3t to t .-1e fic t.lt h :t lf of t :le - 2nd ~entury. Post-1ol!13n ):) t~ ecy 
•·ns Ut)t recovered fcom t his context oc [501]. 

Tr~nch Oi)i. 
Th2 top soil [ 600] produced a group of 93 sherds. Tn~ bulk 
comprised of Grey a nd Oxidised fabri cs . I dentifiable for~s inclua2d 
ja;:-s and boHls ·. Th~ range of decorated sherds included barbotine 
do ts, acute an3led lattice, and ru s tica tion. T.1e De rbysnice Hac2 
included boti1 ti1e lid-seated and the hooked rim jar (Kay 1962 t ypes 
A and !3). T.1e ot·.1er pi -2ce s of note are a Samian form 3 7 deco:-ated 
bowl snerd, a n~mber of Calcite Gritted sherds rellliniscent of 
H1rcold (Bads) _fabrics (though these may have be-2n Racecour se 
products (Brnssington 1971). Of the 117 sherds from [ GOl ] (cleaning 
at south end of trenc;l) tfle bulk of t :1e po ttery consi:;t~d of 
Decbysi1ire ~Jare. Th2 range of Samian fo~a1s included Drag. 30, 37 and 
? 18/31 R; a S •lecds also had a riv:!t ho le. T·1e Grey \~are v-=sse l f o.c;ns 
i nclude d neckles~ everted riin jars. Otner forms i !lcluded a Da.le3 
\·Ja re .jar ri.n, Ne ne Valley Colour-coa t beakers, and t ~\70 un~.3cora :-.:;d 
B.B1 plain-rimmed dish,=s. The circular feature [S02 ], a possible 
cremation d2stroyed by vandals, containe d a mid to l at e 2nd cantu~y 
881 fl a t-rimme j dishes and a _ jac in Oxidised Ware (ab raded ). [ 603] a 
linear feature produced a l a rge group. Include d were a 831 fla t and 
plain-rimmed dishes, Derdyshire lid and hooked rim j ars , Qe ~ e Va l l ey 
Colour-coat beakers ('hunt cup' and inde nted ty ~2s), a Sam i a n 
Drag.37 bo\vl and a numbe r of bouls and jars i n Grey a 11d Oxidis .~d 
fabrics. Tte pit [604] pcoduc2d Derbyshire, Grey and Oxid is ed lla r~s, 
but no diag nostic f o n ns. · 

Dating: Th2 . pottery recovered f~om [ 600] w~s pri~a~ily 2nd c~nturj, 
Hith nothing cha.cacteris tica lly later, t ~1oug i1 Po s t- t~om ·:m m:He r i ,l l 
\·ElS pres e nt. [ GOl] produced pott.:ry of a \vid .:r date range; t ·: is 
inclu•.Led a numoer of ty ·? ica lly 3::-d ' :::.entury pi2::. es. Pos t-1 -:J.na n 
pottery was again present. Th ~~ BB1 fl a t-rimmed dis:1 in [ ·~>01 ] is a 
t y f> e d a t c d t o t i1 e mid t o 1 a t e 2nd c en tu r y • This Has t 12 l A. t e .3 t 
pot tt ery from the cont e xt. Th8 mass of t he po t t e ry from [~03] 
belong s to t ~e 2nd centu ry , though t~e beake r Jo r~s a nd t1e 
Derby shire l~ar.: c onti nue i :1 to tne 3rd and b eyond . L504] co n t ain·.=d 
1 i t t le d a t in 6 e vid e n ::. e • 8 o t h [ 6 0 3 ] and [ 6 0 I+ j pc o d u c -~ d P os t - R o :n :1 n 
pottery. 

Trench oo:;. 
[ 700] t~1e t op soil, produced 43 :) sherds and a wid {~ ra nge of 
v essels ; t1 -:se included Sami a n forms 37, 29, and ?.l8/31, Colour­
coa t ad beaket" s (includ i ng an impor t ed ve s s~l poss i o ly f com t ~1.= Tc i.er 
works :_10 ps ) , a s :1e.cd of le ad gla z .= d \-la ce (a .? i.t a.::.-:!c ou:s e prad:Jc t, 
B~as s~ng t on · 1 971), Dres s e l 20 Amphorae, Hhi t e and U!li t ,~ Silppel ~la .ce 
r~n~-Lh~ck fl a6ons, Oxidis ed wa re jars and boi.·7ls, Grey ·Jare j ars , 
d ~ s i1e s , a s t r a iner and a tv in e c oo 1 er , De .c by shire \}a::::- 2 j a r s , and 
Dal e s 'i·Ja re j a·cs. l·luch of t ~1e po ttery e xh i :)it 2ci a n :J.bca: ~--~d 
a ?pea renc e . Cont;xt [ 703 ] a linear f eature , prudu.::.2d 5 s h·3 t" JS of 
D8 r oys;lire th1 re. 



J :~ ;:_Lng: T l2 .:nn;:;e of ._) Uttery Ci:"O!il L70·J ] :::an oe dated t o t :lc 
t :; t . 1 :~ 3-c ,i c:?.~1tury. This context also produc~d a number of 
.Ic·.)i1 Ag,e s _l ec ds ai.ld Post<{oi:-~an pottery. ;_ 7:J .1] pcoc.1uc:3d 
d a :: :i ~) l e t o t ~1 2 period c • 14 0 - 3 7 5 • 

T;:-e nc ~ l O J'·~ . 

late 1 s t 
ptJssible 
!?Ottery 

r~ ~ t 8a soil [ 300 ] p~oduced a group of 146, mostly . abraded sherds. 
T-1e ca"nJe of f abc ics and vessels includ ·~d Samian forms 30 . or 37, 
?33, and ?18/31 Nene Valley Colour-coat beakers, a 
;-Ja nc.:=tter/i:Iartshill \hamme.c .. lead ' type l·1orta·c ium .cLo, \Jhite and \.Jhi te 
Sli~ped Nar e flagons, Oxidis ed Ware neckless evected rim jars and a 
fian;ed bowl, Grey Ware bead and flange dish, a plain rimme d dish, 
a~d a numbec of jars (including neckless everted rim types), a few 
<3i31 s :1e.:ds, and sever-al Derbyshire ~\Tare lid-sea t e d j ars. Tne linear 
f .:: ature [dOl] produced a group of 78 sherds. The diagnostic pottery 
included Sa:nian for;ns 37 and 44, N•:ne Valley Colour-coat . beakers, 
Or2ss8l 20 Amp horae, a Verulamium region White Wace ?flagon , 
Jx idised Ware j ars, and Derbyshire Ware lid-seated jars.·T~is group 
also c o ntained a lar;e proportion · of abraded sherds. The s emi­
circular hearth [302] (13 s~ecds, including Derbyshire Ware), and 
t 1. 2 second 1 in ear f ea tu r e [ 810] ( 9 s:1e rds) both produced small 
g co~ps with no identifiable forms . Context [ 811] produced a g roup of 
1. : si12cds t:1at included a ·~·Jhite \\Tare Drag. 44 imitation and · t•·10 
s 12rds of De rbyshire Ware. 

Da :ing : Tl1 -= pot t a cy fr-om [ 800] ma y b e d a t ed t o tl1e l a t e 1st to 4t;.1 
·.: ·:! n t u r 1 • T 1 e b L" o u ? f r- o m [ 8 0 1 ] may be d a t e d to t :-le 2nd c en tu c y , 
t l -JU .~ ~l S 2v2.cal pieces C011tinue into the 3rd. Both of these cont ·=xt s 
~ .) n ::.a L1 2 d P o .:; t- R. o i~ :1 n i? o t t er y • Con t e x t s [ ; 3 0 2 ] and [ .3 1 0 ] con t a i n e d 
L·,c ~e ly 2nd c .-3 nturj ;nat er ial, but nothing ne s s2ssarily l a t er. [810 ] 
:LL 3 o co n t a i n e d a p o s s i b 1 e I r o n Age s ·1 e c d • T • 1 e p o t t er y f c o ril [ 811 ] •vr as 
a .L s ) l 3r.;;ely 2nd c -=ntury in character, but conta ined Post-Roman 
:rr :1::e~· i 3. l. 

Tr.= ilc:1 \HO. 
Co~ t ~xt [ YOO ] produce d a total of six s h erds (3 
De rbys i1ire \~ace ). No identifiable for .ns \·Ieee pr esent. 
sh2~d w~s d ecorat2d with rouletting. 

Oxidis e d, 3 
An Oxidi sed 

Qat i ng : A 2nd c entury date for this groui? seei~ S pr-o bable, t i.1ough 
L900] a l so contained Post-Roman pottery. 

Tre nch 01~). 

Cn~tex t [1400] produced two Gre y Wa re she rds; the only ide ntifiable 
form vas an evert ed r im beaker with roul e tted d ecora tion. 

Dat i ng: A 2nd c en tury date for t ~ 1 is groUi_) is probable, though [1400j 
c o n t a i n ~ d P o s t -11 o ma n p o t t e c y • 
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·1'~1: l'·~y··=·~J·of g2 n·.=ral cLea11i..ng [ 1 500 ] ;;> r odu:.ed 1 ~ s it !?rd s; i nc lud ing 
l}.=r o;snire ~·l3.ce and. Oxhiis .~d ··,Ja ce li d - ::;eat..~d j ·lrs, and a r~ e ne 
Val ley Colour-coat 623~ec ri~ . All t)e ?Ot t ery had an abraded 
1 p ~) ·~ rr re n .: e • T ·1 e t \-1 o f) a !" -;1 ll e 1 d i t c 12 s , L 15 7 J ] a n d [ 15 d 0 ] , i? r o d u c = d 
s ma l l groups of po tt.=r;. On ly [157J] pprovided any da ti ng ev i dence, 
a t'lan.: e tter/da rts c1ill dort :-:~c iu:n ciJl. 

Oating: Tne po~ t ery fro~ [1500] lies in t he l a te 1st t o 3rd c e nt ury 
!_) lu s ; t :1e bul k , '10:.;2ver, belongs to t :1e 2nd·~ THis grou p also 
contained Post-Roman pottery. The Mortarium from L1570] is of a type 
norlTia l ly d a t c:!d to tne 3cd century. Context [15 ;30 ] also contained 
Post-aoman pottery. 

Trench Ul"/. 
T~e grave [1 5 28] an a~rad2d gr~UJ of 13 abraded shards; t h is 
incl11-::i2d Derbys;1i1:a (.Jare and a pos sible ::;rey i·lare p latter. 

Dat ing: T.tis ~rou p probably belongs t~ t ne 2nd century, it contained 
no Post-aoQan ma~eci~l. 

Tc~nch 013. 
Th2 t 0p so~l [17JO] produced a groUJ of 4J small and abraded sherds. 
for;ns inc luded an inden~ ed beaker (N2ne Valley Colour-coa t), a Hhi te 
.-lar : fl a~o n neck , and t •.>lo Derbys:1ic ': (Jar ;~ lid-s 2a t:d jars and a 
;Iook,~d ci:n j ar. T1e ) it [173.:S] :_)C:J d u.::~d 5 ?.o;n.Jn s ·let"ds ; a ne,l.e 
Valley Colour-:.oat bea:cec b::lse, a Gr:y ~·la .r e sh ,~rd i.·l i t h r0uletted 
~ :: ·.:: ·.> ra ti.).-t, an d a Der!)yshire iJ.'H2 base -:.o;;1prised t :1e diagno s tic 
p·J t t.~ry. 

!Ja ting: T.h ~ r a ng:= of pottery fc om [17 J 0] indicates t1at tf-te bulk. 
b.~ long s to t .te 2nd ~i~ n tu cy on•.Ja ·cds, but \·ri t n no exclusively · late 
fo~~s. Th is coat ax t also prod uced ?ost-Roman material. [1735] 
~ ~od~ced pot~ery li~ely to be of 2nd century dat e. 

Trenci1 019. 
C o ,1 t 2 x t [ 1.:10 0 ] , t .) p so i l , produced 2 s h ,~cc s ; i n c 1 u de d \J as a very 
~ braded lo .~:= r bod y iiene V alley ~ea ke r s .1e rd . T!\e circular f ea tu re 
Ll dl U] produced a wider range of pott ery (1 9 sh~rds). The assembl age 
COiTipt:is ed of nn a brad ad Ne ne Valley Colour-coat boHl or dis :1, a 
fl a nged Ma nc2t t e r/.Iac tshill mo r tarium, an Oxidised Ware flanged bowl 
and a D2rbys~ire Jare lid-s eated jar. [1 860] producad a group of 17 
L1r;ely a brad ed shec<ls. Ti1 ·~ identifiable forms \v e re confined to Grey 
·.-lare a nd inclJ~ 2d p laL1- r i mr;1~d a nd bead and flange dis :1es. 
Derbyshice Ware w~s also present. 

Dating: [1 J OO ] ?roducad i ns ~rfi.::ient evide nce for dating· but 
inclu·:!ed 2o3t-~onEln material. T:1e d::tte t"an ·~ es of [1 310 ] and L186 0 ] 
lie i ·1 t :.H~ 2nd t o 4t :t c ,~nturie ~; . l'lo Post-~ot~an po ttery '.-1.15 r e.::overed 
r.:Ot<l t 12:3 e co n t ex J:.s . 

\ 



u ~ C 

SLimnary. 
'Lt-:2 s,_:>atial distl:'ibution of sh:.=cds i :1dicates lin::=o.r o;:.c!.!p;Jtion 
follo,.Jin r.- t '1e coucse of t: :te Roman road run-:1ing ea .s t E com Little 
Cn-.;ster. --=>Tn-2 lo\·Jr=r d ,~nsity o f Ror:~an pottery iu Trencn2s 013-019, a.1d 
its a~sence from Trenc~es ()21 and 022 indicates tha t t .1e 3ettle~ent 
is ualikely to have ext ended muc~ beyond the 1974 excavations, 
t ·wu•7 h this may oc rlue to its use as a cerne te cy. B :~caus e t :te .;)0 t tery 
is 1:r~ely unstratified, its va l ue as dating evide nce is restricted. 
A nurnber of t ::te features located are cle3.rly modern; ot.H~.cs may be 
t e ntatively assigned to the Roman period. Ti:1.= range of fabrics is 
broadly ·col:l C)acable \.,Tith that reaching Little c :u~ster. T:·te date ran.:;e 
of t ;1e pottery indicates a 2nd century hiatus in occupation. After 
tais date occu<Jation continur~d on a much de.Tiinis '·ted scale. T:1e 
Possible Iron Age sherds in Trenches 00'3 [ 700] and 009 [1-310] is 
fur L1er e viden:.e to that lac a ted in 197 4 ( Doo 1 1935; 203) of 
s2ttlemeot io the area prior to the Roman conquest. 

Apf.>:=ndix 1. T11e l-line Cooler. 

Two 'lid' sh2rds belonging to a class of vess2l described by Gill~m 
(1970; No.349) as a 'wine Cooler' were fo·1nd in Tcenc~ 008 Context 
[700]. Th:: sherds, in Grey l~are, ace from a na.cro1J vess ~ l with a 
fixed lid. T,1ey ace perforated by nm1e .co ~1s :1o l '~s and in~ lude t;ar t o f 
a narrow raised central rim. This is the ficst example to be foun d 
at Derby. 

This type of v e ssel is found in both fine and coarse f a br i cs. It is 
no t common in l3citaLl, but is found on !·>):.:h civilia n ( es L;)w:l on, 
Green 1978) and military (eg Ri.sh Hous e milecastle, Simps o n 1-J13) 
sit e s. At Liling ton Cambcid~eshire an exam ? le ap~ears to be deciv ad 
f corn a c e metery ( Kemp Li36; Fox 1923) It is knoHn to have been 
p r oduce d at We st Stow (We st 1953) and Holt (Grimes 1930). This ty~e 
of vessel probably has continental or-igins, examples are ~<nmm at 
Nijmegan (Holverda 1Y41) and Hei d elberg (Heukemes 1964). 

Dating: Th e Continental Vessels are ascribe:i to t .1e l a t e Fl avian t :) 
i-l a C. r i a ::1 i c p e r i o d ( ~·i ay 1 9 1 G ) ; t ~.1 e B c i t is :, e x a 1:1 p 1':~. s a p ~) e a r t o d a t e 
frot!l ti1e same period (Harsh 1978), t:.1oug h t :1e ve s s·:;l fr om Hi~ ~1 hous -= 
mil2castle was dat e d to the period 160 -200 by Gillam (1970). 

Appendix 2. Th e Loc ally Produced Pott e ry: its dating. 

T110 loc.al indust-ri e s s uppli .~d Little C:1e :3ter. T'le R.!3 ~>~ couc s e kilns, 
producing mainly Grey and Oxidised Har e s, s:J;?pl i ed t :1e bulk of t ~1 •.= 
c o a :c 3 e \-!ar e s f coo t ;, e 1 a t e 1 s t c en tu :c y u n t i 11 t . 1 e end o f t · le 

Had c ianic. The Gr ey and Oxidis ed Uare s in f a bric and focm are 
comJarable to the material from t~e kilns ex~a ~ a t ed by Brassington 
(1971 and 1980). Th :~ first a ? pearenc2 of !)ecbyshice Hare c .:!n b r~ 
dat ed to c.140 (~·]e ::,s ter 1961, Birss 1985 , >ta rtin fort '1coming ). T:lere 
a::e , h o w.=vec majo.c difficulties in e s t ::1'u lis :1in g t:12 d1ronolo ~J of 
t i1is industry. T:1e t\Vo main form3, t1e li,i- se::lt: -:;d a nd tlC :wak ed rim 

.. 



ja:c C:ay 19 •j2 typ-::s A and B) ap_)ear to have unde~gone no typologi ::. ·3.l 
c~ang~ t.lrougjout t~2ir production. These forms were current untill 
: ;:·e .:>::!C•Jnd half of t;1e 4tl1 centm.·y. 
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