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An archaeo logica l cv:tluation and watchi ng brief C hildren ' s Hos pita l, North S treet, Der by 

An archaeological eva luation and watching brief at the Child1·en 's Hospital, 
North Sh·cet, Derby (SK 3497 3705) 

Ti m Higgins 

1. Summary 

!In archaeolog ical evaluation and watching brief -.,vas undertaken by the University of 
Leicester Archaeological Services (ULAS) for Birch Homes Ltd, prior to and during 
the proposed construction of new housing. The development is located on the s ite of 
the f or Iller Children's Hospital North Street, Derby (SK 3-197 3 705). 

The results of the evaluation and subsequent watching brief revealed the presence (?l 
Ro111an archaeological f eatures including spreads, p its, g ullies and ditches confined 
to the east side qf the development site. They dated from late .first and early second 
century AD and may have possibly represented a linear selllement and acti1•ity 
alongside the Roman road qf Ryknielcl S'treel. 

2. l ntl·od uction 

Following an archaeological desk-based assessment, in accordance \Vith the 
Department of the Environment Planning Policy Guidelines No. l6 (PPG 16 
Archaeology and Planning), the Planning Authority required that an archaeological 
evaluation was undertaken to assess whether archaeological deposits were present in 
the area. With this information it would then be possible to assess the impact of the 
development on such remains, and ensure that appropriate measures could be taken to 
mitigate any damage. 

In view of the fact that access for evaluation prior to the demolition of the hospital 
proved impossible, the planning authori ty subsequently granted planning permission 
with a standard archaeological condition. This required the client to submit details of 
a written scheme of archaeological investigation to be implemented duri ng 
development 

After the demolition of the hospital buildings and the clearance o!' the site, an 
archaeological evaluation consisting of trial trenching was implemented. This took 
place between 15 to 19 of March 1999 (Figure 9). 

During the evaluation a zone of archaeological potential was established on the 
development site. In view of the limited impact on potent ia l buried archaeological 
remains, the archaeological adviser to Derby City Council Planning Authori ty 
recommended archaeological monitori ng of groundworks to ensure adequate 
recording of significant deposits. This work was undertaken between 26 April and 16 
June 1999. 

ULAS Report No. 9~1152 Derhyl.DOC 
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A n archaeo logica l evaluation and watching brief C hildren 's lluspital, North S treet , Derby 

The Evaluation and watch ing brief was undertaken by the University of Leicester 
Archaeological Services (ULAS), direc ted by T im Higgins with the assistance of 
Martin Shore. The linds and archive are to be donated to the Derby Museums Service 
under access ion number 1999- 45. 

3. Histor·ical and Archaeological Backgr·ound 

Al though there was no recorded evidence of prehistoric activity on the site, this was 
thought to be clue to the lack of opportunity on previous observations. The potential 
for remains of thi s period on the site could not be wholly di scounted during the 
archaeological evaluation (Gnanaratnam 1999). 

The site lies 400m to the south of an early Roman fort at Strutt 's Park and 600m south 
west of the Roman fort and vicus at Little Chester (Derventio) (Dool , Wheeler et a/ 
1985, 9-13). The extent of the Strutt ' s Park fo rt is unknown, although its southern 
boundary is thought to have spread to Arthur Street, but there is meagre evidence for 
thi s. It is thought to el ate from the mid fi rst century AD and was subsequently 
superseded by the establi shment of a nevv fort at Li ttle Chester (Derventio) in the earl y 
80's AD (Dool 1985,26) (f- igure 1). 

There is a belief that one of the main Roman roads of Derby, crossed the development 
site Rykneilcl Street on its approach to Little Chester Fort. A second Roman Road 
approaching the lirst furt at Strutt 's Park is projected by Brassington as passing to the 
north of the development area, towards a possible south gate of the fo rt (f-igure I). 

[n recent work carri ed out by the Trent and Peak Archaeo logical Unit on Durticld 
Road in 1998, they found terracing, stone wa ll footings and cobbled surfaces of a 
Roman date. They probably relate to a settlement along a road approaching the fi rst 
century fort (D. Garton pers comm). 

There is no evidence for post-Roman act1v1ty on the site, which lies outside the 
medieval town of Derby, and it was li ke ly to have been given ove r to agriculture. 
During the evaluation the potential for remains from post Roman period \Vas not 
completely discounted. 

In the 19th century a bowling green occupied the site and thi s was then replaced with 
the Children's Hospital towards the end of that century (Figures I , 2). 

4. Aims 

The aim of the evaluation was to establish the presence or absence of archaeological 
remains, and if located, determine their extent, character, elate and state o f 
preservation. This information was requ ired by the planning authority so an 
assessment could be made of the potential impact from the fo undations and other 
ground works assoc iated with the construction of new buildings. 

2 ULAS Report No. 991152 Derby I. DOC 
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An archaeo logical eva luation and watch ing brief C hi ldren's Hospital , North S tr·ect, Derby 

During eva luation a zone of archaeo logical potential was defined (Figure 9). This 
consisted of a light scatter of surviving Roman archaeological deposits which were 
confined to the east side of the site. These deposits had been severely truncated in 
places by the foundations of the Children's Hospital. In other areas, any potential 
archaeological deposits had been removed completely. 

The zone of archaeological potential defined by the evaluation was assessed for the 
impact of the development proposals at a site meeting. The meeting involved Richard 
Langley principal curator of Derby Museums Service, and archaeological plann ing 
advisor to the Derby City Council ; the representatives of Birch Homes Ltd and ULAS. 

During these discuss ions the impact of development on surviving archaeological 
remains was accessed. It was established that impact within some areas in the zone of' 
archaeological potential would consist of narrow foundation trenches fo r the new 
buildings and serv ice trenches, and that other parts would be developed as gardens 
(Figure 9). It was also confirmed that the ground levels would not be reduced down to 
the natural substrata. In view of these t:1cts it was decided that an archaeological 
watching brief during construction would be an appropriate strategy to ensure 
adequate recording of archaeological remains. 

This decision was taken due to the fragmentary nature of surviving archaeological 
deposits. and the limited impact the proposed new bui ldings would have within the 
zone. 

The aim of the watching brief was to excavate and record any archaeological deposi ts 
met with during ground works within the zone of archaeological potential. A record 
was made as appropriate by photography, drawings and written account. 

5. Methods 

Evaluation 

A total of six tri al trenches providing a 3.9 % sample of the 0.56 ha. area was 
excavated on the site of the proposed development (Figures 4 and 9). The trenches 
were located to target areas of the proposed dwellings. Trial trenches 1, 2, and 3 were 
extended to determine the extent of the potential archaeological features that were 
found. No trenches were excavated towards the southern end of the site. as a 
basement of a ospital building had removed any potential for archological deposits in 
that area The overburden was removed with a JCB 3C which had a 1.6m wide 
ditching bucket. The underlying Mercia mudstone substratum was then hand cleaned 
and any archaeological deposits found were planned and sample sectioned as 
appropriate. 

All archaeological deposits excavated by machine or hand were recorded us1ng 
standard ULAS conventions. 

3 ULAS Report No. 991151 Derby l.DOC 
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An archaeological evaluation and watching brief Children's Hospital, Nor·th Street, Dcr·by 

The Watching Brief 
The final plans of the new bui ldings with plans of al l enabling works were assessed by 
ULAS. This assessment considered the data produced from the archaeo logical 
evaluati on in this area. Subsequent discussions with the s ite construction manager 
de tined what activities would require monitoring, and where and when these bui lding 
works would take place within the zone of archaeological potential (Figure9) 

An archaeo logist was to be present during all ground works, which were w ithin the 
zone of archaeological potential. The excavation of theses ground works we re 
control led by the archaeologist. Where possible archaeological deposits were 
examined, and the excavations were carried out by hand. All archaeolog ical depos its 
excavated by machine or hand were recorded using standard ULAS conventions. 

This work fo llowed the Institute of Field Archaeologists (IF A) Standard and Guidance 
for Archaeological Evaluations. 

6. Results of the Evaluation 

Description of the archaeological features by trench 

Trench 1 (figures 4 and 9) 

Length 21.50m 

Width 1.60m 

Depth !.50 m 

Trench I was located on the eastern side towards the centre of the development area, 
and was orientated running north-west to the south-east. The natural substratum 'vvas 
found at a depth of 0.48m (60.09m O.D.) below ground level. The natural substratum 
was a reddi sh brown clay (Mercia mudstone). At the eastern end of the trench the 
natural substrata within the trench inclined sharply downwards from 59.17m O.D to 
58.77m O.D. Overlying the natural substratum was a layer 0.40m thick (context 
[61 ]). which comprised a clean compacted fine yellowish sandy sil t. This yellow 
horizon continued to spread 6.70m westward over the natural substratum and 
diminished in its depth. 

The ye llow hori zon was cut by a possible oval pit feature 0.70m long and 0.50m wide 
context [5] located 2.00m from eastern end of the trench. The uncxcavated feature 
contained mid-yellowish brown sandy clay mixed with fragments of scorched clay 
and the occasional charcoal fleck. 

Towards the centre of the trench was a stone make-up spread (context [33]) consisting 
of a mid-ye llowish brown sandy clay mixed with abundant flat sub-angular stones. 
The spread d[ mensions were 2.20m long, 1.40m wide and 0.05m deep . On the east 
and south sides of this spread were three oval shaped depos its that may have been 

4 ULA.S Report No. 991152 Derbyi.DOC 
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A n a rc haeolog ical eva luatio n and wa tching IJricfChildrcn 's llospita l, North St reet, Dcr iJy 

poss ible archaeological features. The deposits (contexts [6], (7] and [36]) were all 
0.30m in length and 0.25m wide and consisted of dark greyish brown sanely clay. 

To the west of the stone spread (contex t [33]) was a poss ible pit (context [35]) 0.70m 
long and 0.60m wide, filled wi th dark greyish brown sanely clay. Approximately 0.50 
m to the west was another possible linear feature (context [8]) , running from the north 
to the south. The feature fi lled with a dark greyish sanely clay, which was 0.65m wide 
and had a minimum length of 1.90m. Contained within it were medieval pottery 
sherds and res idual Roman pottery sherds. A possible pit or spread context [34] 
abutted the ditch on its east side. The pit contained a dark greyish brown sanely clay 
mixed with the occasional small pebble. Its was 1.20m long and 0.60m wide. 

A second poss ible large linear spread (context [37]) was located running west to east. 
The layer consisted of a dark greyish brown sandy clay, which was l.OOm wide and 
had a minimum length of 1.90m. Abutting the possible ditch on the west side was a 
stone spread context [9], which was 2.40m long and 0.80m wide. This comprised a 
compact ye llowish sanely clay mixed with abundant sub-angular stones. 

In the eastern hal f of the trench overlying the features was a pale brO\m clay subsoi l 
layer (context [3]). It had a depth of 0.40m and was mixed wi rh frequent charcoal 
!leeks. This was sealed by a buried so il layer (context (2]) 0.30m deep and comprised 
a dark greyish loam mixed with frequent charcoal and mortar flecks. Overlying was a 
very dark greyish loam topsoil (context [!]) 0.45m deep, which was cut by a modern 
drain and a brick wall foundation. The top soil and subsoi l had been removed at the 
weste rn end of the trench, by a modern a brick and concrete wall foundation. 

T rench 2 (Figures 4 and 9) 

Length 37.50m 
Width 1.60m 
Depth 0.70m 60. 12m 0.0 . 

This trench was located towards the centre of the site running in a north-west to south­
cast direction. The natural substratum was a reddish brown Mercia mudstone which 
naturally inclined downwards from west (60 .1 2m 0.0.) to east (59.31 m O.D.) . 

At the eastern end of the trench a spread 0.65m wide (context [38]) was located and 
consisted of a dark greyish brown sil ty sand mixed with small stones. About l .OOm to 
west was a large stone make-up spread lOm wide and 0.20m deep (context [11]). It 
consisted of compacted yellowish brown fi ne sandy clay mixed with frequent large 
and small flat angular granite stones. 

The stone make-up appeared to have a possible oval shaped spread (context [39]) 
overlying it on its eastern side. The deposit was 0.50m long and 0.25m wide and 
comprised a dark greyish brown sandy clay. 

5 ULAS Report Su. 99/ 151 Derbyi.DOC 
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A n :lrchacological evaluation and watching brief C hildren's Hospita l, North Stree t, Derby 

A truncated remnant of a s tone spread (context [41]) 2.20m long and 1.20m w ide was 
located towards the centre of the trench. It consisted of a compacted ye llowish brown 
sandy clay mixed w ith frequent small angular stones. Near this spread on the west 
side was a pit (cut [30]) running from north-east to the south-west. Its dimensions 
were 1.27m long, 1.30m w ide and 0.45m deep. The d itch had steep sides that broke 
sharply into a flat base. 

The ditch contained a primary fill (context [29]) 0 .30m deep, consisting of a mid­
yellowish brow n silty clay. It was mixed with the occasional pebble and charcoal 
fl ecks. Contained within it were Roman pottery sherds dated to the late I st to early 
2 nd century. Overl ying was second fi ll (context [28]) , consisting of a compacted very 
dark brown sanely clay . The deposit was 0.16m thi ck and contained frequent charcoGI 
fl ecks and the occasional pebble a long with pottery sherds of a Roman elate. The top 
fill (context [ 12]) was 0.1 2m thick and consisted of a reddish brown clay mixed with 
the occas ional pebb le and Roman pottery sherds. 

On the east side of the ditch a small oval shaped depos it was found (context [42J) and 
compri sed a dark grey ish brown sanely clay which was 0.40m long and 0.20m wide. 
Also close to the ditch on the east side was ano ther stone spread (co ntext [1 3]). lt 
compri sed a yellowish brown sandy clay mixed with frequent small fl at angular 
granite s tones. The spread had a minimum length of 3.60m and was 1.60m wide. 

Towards the eastern end of the trench, a layer (contex t [45]) was reached and 
compri sed a yellowish sanely sil t 0. 15m thick. Above was a 0 .25m thick layer 
(context [44]) , w hich consisted of a dark grey ish loam mixed with frequent charcoal 
and mortar flecks. Overly ing was a topso il (context [43]), which consisted of a 0 .45m 
thick dark g rey ish loam mixed with charcoal fl ecks. 

The topsoi 1 and subsoil had been di sturbed by modern services in the centre of the 
trench. In the western half of the trench the natural substratum was sealed by a 0.55m 
thic k laye r of garden so il (context [I 0]). This cons is ted of a dark g rey ish brown loam 
and was mi xed with charcoal fl ecks. This topsoi l had been truncated by a large 
concrete foundation at the western extremity of the trench . 

Trench 3 (Figures 4 and 9) 

Length 25.50m 

Width 1.60m 

Depth 0.80m 

T rench 3 was located on the north east side of the site and was runnmg north 
westward. The natural substratum was a red clay Merc ia mudstone reached at a depth 
o f 0 .50m (6 1.59m 0.0.) at the western end of the trench and 0 .90m (59.98m 0.0.) at 
the eastern end . 

6 ULAS Report No. 99! 152 Derhyl.DOC 
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A n :~rch:~cologi ca l evaluation and watching IJricf C hild rc n's Hos pital , No rth Street, DcriJy 

Towards the western end of the trench part ofa possible pit (context [I GJ) was located. 
This feature was an unexcavated but had a minimum length of 0.75m and width 0 
25m. It conta ined a scorched red clay mixed with greyish brown sandy clay. Next to 
it was a narrow linear spread or feature (context [17]) running north to south. The fi ll 
comprised a pale greyish sandy clay mixed with the occasional pebble, charcoal fleck 
and animal bone fragment. 

Approximately six metres the east a unexcavated spread or possible featu re was found 
(context f 18]). The till or spread consisted of a dark greyish brown sanely clay mixed 
with the occas ional pebble and charcoal fleck. This deposit contained Roman pottery 
sherds dated to the mid 2nd century. 

!\pit was located a further fi ve metres east (cut [32]) and was sample excavated. The 
pit had a steep side which gradually broke into a sloping base, and had a minimum 
diameter or 2.20m and a depth of 0.57m. The primary fill (context [31]) comprised a 
mid-brownish sandy clay mixed with the occasional charcoal fl eck, animal bone, 
small gran ite stones and pebbles. It also contained Roman pottery sherds d::~ted to the 
early second century AD. Overlying was the top till (context [15]), \Vhich consisted 
of a very dark greyish brown sandy clay mixed wi th f'requent charcoal flecks and the 
occasional pebble and small granite stones. It also contained the occasional Roman 
pottery sherd and animal bone fragment. 

Another four metres to the east a large spread (context [ 19]) was located, which 
compri sed a dark greyish brown sandy clay 3.80m long and 1.60m wide. It was 
mixed with the occasional pebble, charcoal flecks and small Roman pottery sherds . 
Towards the eastern end of the trench a layer (context [47]) was found running north 
to south. Its fill consisted of a light yellowish brown sanely silt clay and it measured 
2.00m long and 0.40m wide. 

The remnant of a wall foundation runn ing west to east (context [46]) was found 
overlying the spread (context [ 19]). The foundation appeared to be free standing, and 
measured 0.75m \Vide and 0.50m deep. It consisted of roughly hem1 or squared 
stones laid in squared random coursing. The lower courses were not mortared but the 
top course was bonded with a yellowish sanely mortar. 

In the eastern half of the trench the archaeological features were sealed by a thick 
deposit of buried garden so il (contexts [20] and [2 1]). The layer was 0.50m thick and 
consisted of a dark greyish brown clay loam mixed with the occasional charcoal lleck. 
pebbles and post medieval pottery sherds. On the east side of the wa ll the ground had 
been leve lled up with a 0.50m thick layer (context [48]) of re-deposited natural red 
clay. This was sealed by a modern layer of top soil (context [49]) 0.40m thick, which 
consisted of a dark greyish brown loam mixed with charcoal f1ecks pebbles and 
bricks. 

Sealing the natural substrata in the western half was a demolition consisting of 
modern brick and concrete rubble mixed with red clays and dark grey loams. 

7 ULIS Report No. 991152 Derby i.DOC 
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A n archaeo logica l evaluation and watching brief C h ildren 's Hospital, North Street, Derby 

Trench 4 (Figures 4 and 9) 

Length 23.00m 
Width 1.60m 
Depth 0.50m 

Trench 4 was located towards the centre on the west side of the site running north to 
south. The natural substratum was found at a depth of 0.20m (60.69m O.D.) below 
the ground surf~1cc at northern end of the trench. The natural ground incl ined down 
southward and so the natural substratum was reached at a depth of 0.20m (59.62m 
0.0.) at southern end of the trench. The natural substratum comprised a greyish 
sandstone and clay Mercia mudstone. 

No archaeological features were located at the base of this trench. The ground level 
appeared to have been reduced down to natural substrata during the recent demolition 
work of the site, and then levelled up back up again. Only modern service trenches 
were found to be cutting the natural substratum of Mercia mudstone in the northern 
ha! r of the trench. Overl ying the natural was a disturbed modern mixed layer 0.20m 
thick. This consisted of a natural greyish clay and stone, mixed with a dark greyish 
loam and brick rubble. 

T r·cnch 5 (Figm·cs 4 and 9) 

Length 12.00m 
Width 1.60m 
Depth 0.65m 

This trench was excavated in the north west corner of the site running no rth to south. 
The natural substratum was reached at a depth of 0.50m (62.25m O.D.) and comprised 
a reddish brown clay Mercia mudstone. No archaeological services were found with 
in this trench. 

The only features found were two partly robbed modern wall foundations. The first 
was brick foundation in the centre of the trench running west to east, and contained 
brick rubble mixed with a dark brown sandy loam fi ll. The second wall was located 
on the at southern end of the trench running north to south. It contained of concrete 
and bri ck Foundations. Overlying the natural was a disturbed modern overburden 
0.50m deep and comprised a natural greyish clay mixed with a dark greyish brown 
loam and demolition rubble comprising bricks and concrete. 

8 ULAS Report No. 991152 Derbyi.DOC 
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Tt·cnch 6 (Figures 4 and 9) 

Length 16.00m 
Width 1.60m 
Depth 0.75m 

This trench was located in the north-east corner of the site running west to east. The 
natural substratum was reached at a depth of 0.60m (61.96m O.D.), below the modern 
ground surl~1ce at western end of the trench. At the eastern end of the trench the it was 
reached at a depth of 0.30m (60.56m O.D.). 

The natura l substratum in this trench consisted of a reddish brown clay Mercia 
mudstone. A sub-rectangular spread (context [73]) was located at the western end or 
the trench. The deposit was 0.40m long and 0.25m wide and contained a greyish 
brown sandy clay. An oval shape spread (con text [72]) was located about 0.50m to 
the north of (context [73]). lt measured 0.60m long and 0.40m wide and a comprised 
dark greyish sanely clay. 

A potential large pit or spread (context [71]) was found towards the centre of the 
trench and had a minimum diameter of 1.60m. The feature contained a dark greyish 
brown sandy clay fill mixed with the occasional charcoal fleck. Near the pit on its 
south side was another spread (context [70]). Its dimensions were 0.70m long. 0.40m 
wide and it contained a very dark greyish brown sandy clay mixed with the occasional 
charcoal fleck. 

Approximately three metres to the east another spread was located (context [69]). and 
comprised a dark greyish brown sandy clay mixed with charcoal flecks. It measured 
0.50m long and 0.38m wide. A modern service trench was located at the eastern end 
of the trench running north to south. 

Sealing the archaeological features was a 0.75m thick layer or garden soil. lt 
consisted of a very dark greyish brown sandy loam mixed with charcoal tlecks and the 
occasional pebble. At the eastern end of the trench, the garden soil had been truncated 
and replaced with a 0.50m thick layer of concrete rubb le. 

T he Results of the Watching Brief 

The groundworks undertaken during the deve lopment could be divided into two 
types:-

a) The foundation trenches for the three new bui ldings A, Band C. 

b) The excavation of trenches for the new services 

The various areas of the ground work excavations which contained archaeological 
features were each given their own trench number. 

9 UL.·tS Rt!purt .\'u. 991152 Dabyi.DOC 



An arch aeo log ical evaluation and watchin g brief C hild ren 's Hospital , North Street, Der by 

The fo llowing compri ses a description of archaeological observations by trench. 

Tr·cnch 7 (Figu res 4, 5 and 7) 

Length 5.70m 
Depth 0.60m 
Width l . IOm 

Trench 7 was a new foundation trench located on the cast side of bu ilding B running 
north to south. In this trench the natural substratum Mercia mudstone was reached at 
a depth of 60.50m O.D. towards the centre was a large Roman di tch (cut [75]) was 
found running in a north-east to the south-west (F igure 5 and 7 section 7.0 I). The 
di tch had gradual sloping sides and wide undulating base. It had a width of2.80m and 
a depth of 0.70m. At its base was a primary fill (contex t [54]) 0.35m deep. which 
consisted of a compac ted yellowish brown silty sandy clay. It was mixed with tlccks 
of red clay and the occasional pebble. This was sealed by second fi ll (context r53j) 
0.20m deep, which comprised a compacted ye llowish grey brown sandy clay mixed 
with the occasional small pebble and fragments of reddish brown c lay. 

The ditch appeared to have been re-cut (cut [76]), which was l .OOm \Yidc and 0.35m 
deep with very steep sloping sides and a broad rounded base. It contained dark 
greyish brown sandy clay ti l l (context [50]) mixed with frequent small well-rounded 
pebbles, charcoal flecks and animal bone. It also contained late I st to earl y 2nd 
century AD Roman pottery sherds. This fi ll was cut by a what appeared to be second 
re-cut (cut [77]) and measured 2.00m wide and 0.50m deep. The cut had a very steep 
north side and more gradual sloping south side, with an undulating base. Contained 
within it was fill (context [52]). which comprised a dark greyish sanely clay mixed 
wi th small rounded pebbles and frequent charcoal flecks. 

The feature was sealed by a layer of modern overburden. which consisted of a dark 
greyish brown garden soil brick and concrete rubble up to 0.45m thick. 

T rench 8 (Figures 4 and 5) 

Length 9.75m 
Width 0.60m 
Depth 0.60m 

This foundation trench was located on the north side of bui lding B and was running in 
a \vest to east direction. The natural substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached at a 
depth of 0.52m (60.50m O.D.). Towards the west end of the trench a large well was 
fo und cutting the natural substratum (Figure 5). This feature had approximate 
diameter o f 2.50m and a depth of 4.50m and was back fi ll ed with a dark greyish 
brom1 loam (context [51]). The feature was sealed by a modern overburden 0.50m 

10 UL.·tS Report So. 991152 Dabyi.DOC 
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A n archaeolog ical eva lua tion and watchi ng brief C h ildren's llospi t:-~1, North Street, Derby 

deep, which comprised a dark greyish brown loam mixed wi th brick and concrete 
rubble. 

T1·cnch 9 (Figures 4 and 5) 

Length 9.75m 
Width 0.60m 
Depth I. I Om 

Trench 9 was located towards northern end of building B running west to east and the 
natura l substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached 0.50m below ground level. 
Tov.;ards the east end of the trench a continuat ion of ditch cut [75] (see trench 7 
above) running north-eastward was found . The ditch had dep th of O.GOm and was 
sealed by modern overburden 0.50m deep consisting of a dark greyish brown garden 
soi l. 

Tn~nch 10 (Figu•·cs 4 and 5) 

Length 4.00m 
Width 0.60m 
Depth 2.50m 

This trench was located towards the centre of building B and was running north to 
south. The natural substratum Mercia mudstone was reached at a depth of 0.60m 
below the ground level. Towards the centre of the trench was the continuation of the 
ditch seen in trenches 7 and 9 (see above) running north-eastward. The ditch (cut [88] 
and [78]) measured l.50m wide and 0.40m deep, and had gradual sloping sides and a 
tlat base. It contained a primary fill 0.30m th ick (contexts [56), [58] and [60]) which 
consisted of a compacted olive yellowish grey si lty sandy clay. Mixed within it were 
small tlecks of charcoal and reddish brown clay and the occasional mid to late I st 
century AD Roman pottery sherds. 

Above was second fill (context [59]) 0,25m thick, which consisted of a compacted 
yellowish and olive grey sanely clay mixed with frequent charcoal tlecks and the 
occasional pebble. There was a re-cut (cuts [79) and [89]), which measured 0.72m 
wide and 0.40m deep with steep sloping sides and a tapered rounded base. [t 
contained a till (context [55] and [57]), which consisted of a greyish brown clay sand 
mixed with frequent flecks of charcoals and reddish brown clay. 

The ditch had been truncated on its north side by a stone wall foundation runn ing west 
to east and measured l.OOm wide and 0.50m deep. Overlying was a modern 
overburden 0.55m thick, consisting of a dark greyish brown loam mixed with cl inker. 
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T1·ench ll (Figures 4 and 5) 

Length 7.00m 
Width 0.60m 
Depth LOOm 

Trench 11 was located in the centre of building B. The natural substratum of Mercia 
Mudstonc was reached at a depth of 0.40m (60.30m 0.0.) below the ground level. 
The butt end of the ditch previously seen in trenches 7 and 9 and I 0 (sec above), was 
located in this trench (cut (91 ]) with approximate width of 0.90m and a depth or 
0.40m. The ditch had gradual sloping sides and a rounded base. Contained within it 
was a ye llowish grey sandy clay fill mixed with the occasional charcoal fleck and 
pebble. A. re-cut (cut [92]) of the ditch was also located and had steep sloping sides 
and narrow rounded base and was l.OOm wide and 0.50m deep. lt contained a f'il l 
(context [65]) which comprised a ye llowish grey sandy clay mixed with the 
occasional pebble and charcoal fleck. 

The ditch was sealed by a modern overburden layer 0.55m deep, which consisted or a 
dark greyish loam mixed with clinker. 

T1·cnch 12 (Figures 4 and 5) 

Length IO.OOm 
Width 0.60m 
Depth l.! Om 

This trench was located in the southern half of the bui lding Band was runn ing west to 
east. The natural substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached at a depth of 0.60m 
(59.40m O.D.) below the ground surface. At the east end of trench a pit (cut [90]) 
was located which had steep vertical sides and a slightly undulating base. The pit 
measured 1.40m wide and 0.40m deep. At the base was a 0.28 deep primary till 
(context [63]) which consisted of a yellowish grey sandy clay mixed wi th the 
occasional pebble and charcoal fl eck. This was sealed by a second ti ll (context [62]) 
comprising a compacted yellowish sandy clay mixed with the occasional charcoal 
fleck and was 0.20m thick. Overlying the pit was a layer of dark ye llowish sandy clay 
(context [61 ]). The layer contained the occasional small pebble and charcoal fl ecks 
and was 0.07m deep. 

Above was a modern overburden layer consisting of a dark greyish brown garden 
mixed brick and concrete rubble wi th a depth of 0.50m deep. 
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Trench 13 (Figures 4 and 5) 

Length 3.00 
Width 0.60m 
Depth 1.35m 

Trench 13 was excavated at southern end of building B, running in a north to south 
direction. The natural substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached at a depth of 
0.62m below the ground surface and WQS cut by a possible slot feature (cut [93]) 
orientated wes t to east. Its full ex tent was not known as it WQS only revealed in 
narrow trench, but it measured 0.85m wide and 0.2 1 m deep and had a flat base wi th 
vertica l sides. Contained within it was a fill (context [66]), which comprised a 
mottled yellowish brown sandy clay silt mixed with the occasional small pebble. 
Overlying was a modern overburden consisting of dark greyish brown garden so il , 
which was 0.70m deep. 

Trench l -t (Figures 4 and 5) 

Length J.OOm 
Width 0.60m 
Depth I .OOm 

This trench was located towards south east corner building B, and was oril.!ntatcd 
north to south. The natural substratum of Mercia muclstone was reached at a ckpth of 
0.60m below the ground surface. A possible gully feature cut [94] was found at the 
northern end of the trench running west to east. Its full extent was unknown but did 
measure 0.60m wide and 0.40m deep and had very steep sides meeting in tapered 
point. The fill (context [67]) comprised a mottled yellowish brown sandy clay mixed 
the occasional red clay fl ecks. Above was a layer modern overburden consisting of a 
dark greyish brown loam garden soil mixed wi th brick and concrete rubble 0.60m 
thick. 

Trench 15 (Figures 4 and 6) 

Length IO.OOm 
Wid th 0.60m 
Depth I .I Om 

Trench 15 was located in northern hal f of building C, running west to east. The 
natural substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached at a depth of 0.60m below ground 
leve l. Towards the eastern end of the trench a pit (cut [1 04]) was parti all y exposed. 
The pit measured 0.90m wide and 0.45 m deep and had vertical sides and an 
undulating base. 
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Contained within it was a 0.20m thick primary fill (context [I 03]) consisting of a dark 
ye llowish brown sandy clay mixed with the occasional charcoal llcck and small 
pebble. 1\bove was a 0.23m thick greyish brown sandy clay (context [ I 02]) mixed 
with !'leeks of reddish clay, large sandstone pebbles and the occasional small pebble. 
The pit was sealed by the remnant of a buried garden so il (context [ I 0 I J). This layer 
compri sed a 0.22m thick dark greyish brown sandy clay. This was scaled by a 
modern demolition laye r 0.60m thick consisting of concrete and bricks mixed with a 
dark greyish brown loam. 

Trench 16 (Figu•·cs 4, 6 and 7) 

Length 5.50m 
Wid th 0.60m 
Depth 0.90m 

This trench was located on the north east side of bui lding C, running north to south. 
1\ natural substratum of Mercia Mudstone was reached at a depth 0.62m below 
modern ground level. A spread (context [99]) 0. 12m deep was found overlying 
natu ral substrata at southern end of the trench. lt consisted of ye llowish brown sandy 
clay. mixed with the occasional charcoal fl eck and pebble 

1\t the southern end of the trench a pit cut [98] was located, which had ve rtical sides 
and flat base, with width of 0.55m and depth of 0.60m (Figure 6 and 7). 1\t its base 
was a primary fill (context 80) consisting of a mottled greyish yellow sanely clay. 
Mixed into the deposit were the occasional small Roman pottery sherd and charcoal 
flecks. Overlying was a second fi ll (context [97]), which was 0. 15m thick comprising 
a dark yellowish sandy clay mixed with frequent fl ecks of red clay and charcoal. This 
was scaled by third fill (context [96]) a redd ish brown clay. This was a ve ry mixed 
fi ll containing possible red clay fl ecks, sandstone pebbles. and charcoal fl ecks. It also 
contained frequent tl ecks of ye llowish sand and its depth was 0.08m. The top fi ll 
(contex t [95]) comprised a 0.24m deep greyish bro wn sandy clay, mixed \Vith the 
occasional pebble and charcoal fl ecks. 

Sealing the pit was a garden so il layer (context [100]) which consisted of a 0.32m 
deep greyish brown sanely clay mixed with the occasional pebble and charcoal fl eck. 
Overlying was sealed by a modern overburden consisting of a dark greyish brown 
garden soil mixed with brick concrete rubble and was 0.30m deep (Figure 7 Section 
7.01 ). 

T rench 17 (Figures 4, 6 and7) 

Length 2 1.50m 
Width 0.60m 
Depth 0.95 m 
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Trench 17 was located on the west side of building C, and was running north to south. 
The natural substratum Mcrcia muclstone was reached at a depth of 0.35m below the 
modern ground level. In the northern half of the trench a large pit (cut 12 1) was 
located which had steep sloping sides that broke in to an irregular undulating base, and 
measured 1.88m wide and 0.62m deep. At the base was a primary fi ll (context [87]) 
which consisted of brown clay mixed with a pale yellowish clay. It was 0.35m deep 
and contained we ll-rounded pebbles and flecks of charcoal and red clay. It also 
contained late first century Roman pottery sherds and an imal bone. 

Above was a second ti ll (context [120]) 0.30m that comprised a dark yellowish brown 
sandy clay mi xed with frequent necks of red clay and charcoal and the occasional 
small pebble. The top fi ll (context [11 9]) was 0.09m thick and consisted of dark 
yel lowish sandy clay mixed with frequent f1ecks of charcoal, reel clay and small 
pebbles. 

The pit was sealed by a modern overburden layer that comprised a dark greyish brown 
loam mi xed with demolition rubble and was 0.35m deep. 

Trench 18 (Figures 4, 6, 7 and 8) 

Length 9.00m 
Width 0.60m 
Depth 1.20m 

This trench was located towards centre of building C, running west to east. The 
natural substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached at a dep th of 0.60m below the 
ground surface. At the centre o f the trench the northern extent of a large quarry pit 
(cut [ 11 8]) was found, while the south side of the pit was located in Trench 20 (sec 
below). The pit measured approximately 4.00m in long, 2.40 m wide and 0.70m deep. 
It had gradual sloping sides, which broke into an undulating base. At its base was a 
primary fill (context [11 7]) consisting of a greyish ye llow sandy silty clay 0. 13m 
thick. This. was seaied by a second fill (context [11 6]) 0.60m thick consisting of 
slightly mottled dark yellowish sanely clay (Figure 8 Section I 0.03). 

A gu lly was found to be cutt ing this pit orientated north-westward which was also 
located in trenches 19 ancl 20 (see below). The gully comprised a first cut (cut [11 5]) 
consisting of rounded base and gradual sloping sides. it contained a fill (context [82]) 
a dark mottled yellowish brown sandy clay mixed with frequent flecks of charcoal. 
reel clay and the occasional small pebble. Small sherds of Roman pottery were also 
found within th is deposit. There appeared to be a re-cut (cut [1 14]), which also had 
gradual sloping sides and rounded base and measured 0.60m wide and 0.1 6m deep. 
Contained within it was dark ye llowish brown sanely clay fi ll (context [82]) mixed 
with reel clay necks, charcoal flecks and the occasional pebble. It also contained small 
Roman pottery sherds. 
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The gully was scaled by a layer of buried garcl ensoil (context lll 2]) 0.22m thick and 
consisted o f greyish brown sandy clay mixed with small necks of charcoal and yellow 
sand. 

At the east end of the trench a spread (context[l31]) was observed overl ying the 
naturaL and compri sed a 0.07m thick yellowish brown sandy clay mixed v\·ith the 
occasional small pebble (Figure 7 section l 0.0 I ). 

This spread was cut by a shallow pit (cut [ l 09]) that steep sloping sides which broke 
into an undulating base. Its full extent was unknown but it measured 1.45m wide and 
0.35m deep. It contained a primary fill 0.16m deep (context [I 08]), which comprised 
a compacted greyish brown silty sandy clay mixed with necks of charcoal and ye llow 
clay. 

Above was second fill (context [I 07]), which was a 0. 18m thick and comprised 
yellowish grey sandy clay mixed with the occasional pebble and charcoal fl eck. 
Overlying was the 0.1 Om thick layer (context [I 06]) , which consisted of a dark 
greyish brown sanely clay mixed wi th abundant flecks of red clay and charcoal and the 
occasional pebble. 

The pit was scaled by a layer (context [I 05]), consisting of a dark greyish brown 
sandy clay mixed with necks of charcoal and the occasional small pebble and vvas 
0.2 lm deep. It was sealed by a layer of modern overburden 0.38m deep, which 
consisted of a dark greyish brown garden soi l mixed wi th brick and concrete rubble. 

T1·cnch 19 (Figures 4, 6 and 7) 

Length 7.00m 
Width 0.50m 
Depth 1.27m 

Trench 19 was running west to eas t and was located towards the centre o f the new 
building C. The natural substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached at a depth of 
0.40m (59.40m 0 .0.) below the ground surface. The southern extent of the large 
quarry pit seen in the Trench 18 (see above) was located in the centre of this trench. 
This side ofthe pit (cut [11 8]) sloped sharply into undu lating base and its dimensions 
were 2.40m wide and 0.70m deep. At the base of the pit was a 0. 15m deep fill 
(context [1 6]), which consisted of dark yellowish mottled sand, mixed with the 
occasional small angular stone. Overlying was a second fill (context [ 124]) 0.55m 
deep of re-deposited or co llapse natural reddish brown clay Mercia mudstone. 

The quarry pit appeared to be cut by a gully ditch running north westward and was 
same gully which was seen in trenches 18 and 20 (see above and below). The gully 
appeared to have had of two cuts and the first of which (cut [1 27]) had steep sloping 
sides broke sharply in fl at base. It measured 0.50m wide and 0.25m deep. Contained 
within it was till (contexts [83] and [84]), which consisted of a greyish brown sandy 
clay mixed with frequent lumps of reel clay, charcoal flecks and pebbles. Roman 
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pottery sherds vvcre found in thi s fill elated to the early 2nd century It was truncated 
by a re-cut (cut [ 126]), which had gradual sloping sides and a rounded base. Its 
dimensions were 0.60m wide, 0.17m deep and contained a fill (con texts [122] and 
[ 125]). This consisted of a dark greyish brown sandy clay mixed with the charcoa l 
and reel clay tlccks (Figure 7 section 11.03). 

The gully was scaled by a layer of modern overburden 0.40m deep, which comprised 
a dark greyish sanely clay loam mixed with brick and concrete ru bble. 

Trench 20 (Figures 4, 6 and 8) 

Length IO .OOm 
Width 0.60m 
Depth 1.40m 

Trenc h 20 was located in the south end of building B. and was running west to east. 
The natural substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached at a depth or 0.40m (59.45m 
0 .0.) bdow the ground surface. The continuation of the gul ly tirst seen in trenches 
18 and 19 (see above) was encountered towards the centre of the trench (figure 8 
section 11 .04). 

This gully also had two cuts the first of which was (cut [130]) and measured 0.70m 
wick and 0.20m deep. It had moderate sloping sides that broke gradually into a 
rounded base. Contained with in it was a single fi ll (context [85]) consisting of a dark 
yellowish brovvn sandy si lty clay mixed with flecks of reel clay and charcoal. It also 
contained the occasional well-rounded pebble and Roman pottery sherds. I\ re-cut 
(cut [1 29]) truncated the fill below and comprised a gradual sloping sides broke into a 
rounded base, with a 0.60m width and a 0. 17m depth. The fill (context [128]) 
consisted of a yellowish brown sandy clay mixed with the occasional charcoal fl eck. 

Overlying the ditch was a layer of modern overburden 0.40m deep which comprised a 
dark greyish brown loam mixed with modern brick and concrete rubble. 

Trench 21 (Figures 4, 6 and 8) 

Length 13.00m 
Width 0.60m 
Depth 0.94m 

This trench was excavated on the east side of building C and was running northwards. 
A natural substratum of Merc ia mudstonc and was reached at a depth of 0.60m below 
the ground level and was excavated to a depth of 0.34m. Overlying the natural 
substrata was a possible surface make-up layer (context [ I l l ]), which was between 
0.05m to 0. 16m thick. The layer consisted of a compacted yellowish brown sandy 
clay mixed wi th the frequent very angular pebbles. There was also the occasional 
large rounded pebble, large angular stones and charcoal flecks. 
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The make-up was scaled by 0.40m thick layer of garden so il (context [110]). The 
layer comprised a compacted dark greyish brown sanely clay loam mixed with the 
occasional pebble and charcoal Deck. Above was a modern layer of overburden 
consisting of a dark greyish brown loam mixed with concrete and brick rubble which 
was 0.45m deep. 

Trench 22 (Figures 4 and 6) 

Length 7.00m 
Wid th 0.60m 
Depth 0.30m 

This trench was located at southern end of bui lding C, and the natural substratum was 
reached at a depth of 0. 14m below the ground level, and was excavated to a depth or 
0. 16m. The truncated remnants of the gully found in trenches 18, 19 and 20 (sec 
above) was also found at the eastern end or the trench (cut [ 135]). The west side of 
the gully that remained had steep slope which broke into a flat base. The fill (contex t 
[86]) comprised a dark yellowish brown sandy sil ty clay mixed wi th charcoal flecks 
and the occasional small sherd of Roman pottery were found in th is fill. 

The feature was sealed by 0. 16m deep layer of overburden and consisted of dark 
greyish brown garden soil mixed with modern concrete and brick rubble. 

Trench 23 (Figure 4) 

Length 16.00m 
Width 0.50m 
Depth l.! Om 

This se rv ice trench was located on the south side of new building A running west to 
east. A natural substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached at a depth of 0.80m 
below the ground surface and was excavated to a depth of 0.30m. The remnant of a 
pit (cut [1 36]) was located towards the east end ofthe trench. It measured 0.50m wide 
and 0.32m deep and had vertical side which broke into a flat base. The pit contained a 
fill (context [13 3]) consisting of a ye llowish brown sandy silty clay mixed with the 
occasional charcoal fleck. Overlying was a garden soil layer (contexts [ 132]) 0.40m 
thick, which comprised a dark yellowish brown sandy clay mixed and charcoal tlecks. 

Above was a layer modern overburden 0.50m deep and consisted of brick and 
concrete rubble mixed with dark greyish brown loam. 
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TJ·cnch 24 (Figure 4) 

Length 14.00m 
Wid th 0.50m 
Depth 1.10m 

This se rvice trench was located on the east side of the new building A, and was 
orientated north to south. A natural substratum Mercia mudstone was reached at a 
depth of 1.1 Om below the ground surface and comprised a reddish brown clay and 
pale ye llowish clay. Ove rlying was a layer (context [ 134]) 0.25m deep, which 
consisted of a compacted dark yellowish brown si lty sandy clay mixed with the 
occasional charcoal fleck. The occasional Roman pottery sherd wus also found within 
this laye r. 

Towards the centre of the trench a large we ll was located and had a minimum depth of 
4. 50m. The well was sealed by a modern layer 0.50m deep, which consisted or a 
brick and concrete rubble mixed with dark greyish brown loam. This was sealed by a 
new layer of gravel which was 0.25m deep. 

T•·cnch 25 (Figure 4) 

Length 20.00m 
Width 0.60m 
Depth 0.80m 

This trench was located on the north side of building A running west to east, and was 
excavated to a depth 0.70m. At the base of the trench was a dark greyish brown sandy 
clay layer (context 135) was reached and was excavated to a depth 0.20m. The layer 
contained the occasional pebble and modern pottery sherd. 

Overl ying was a layer 0.50m thick. of demolition rubble consisti ng of concrete and 
brick, mixed with a dark greyish brown sandy clay loam . 

T rench 26 (Figure 4) 

Length 44.00m 
Width 0.60m 
Depth 1.00m 

Trench 26 was a long service trench was excavated on the east side of buildings B and 
C. The natural substratum of Mercia mudstone was reached at a depth of 0.60m 
below the surface. At the southern end of the trench a pit was located (cut [ 138]). It 
had steep sloping sides and rounded base and was 0.25m wide and 0. 75m deep. It 
contained a fill (context [ 141 ]), which consisted of a yellowish brown sandy clay 
mixed with the occasional pebble animal bone and a medieval pottery sherd. The pit 
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was seakd by a layer of ye llowish brown sandy clay, which was 0.15m deep and 
9.00m long. 

Towards the centre of the trench another pit was located (cut [ 13 7]), which had steep 
sloping sides and a rounded base. It was 0.45m deep and it was 0.80m wide. 
Contained wi thin it was yellowish brown sanely clay till (context [140J) mixed wi th 
the occasional small pebble and Roman pottery sherd. 

At the northern end of the trench a continuation of a ditch ti rst seen in trenches 7, l 0, 
and 11 of building A, was fou nd (cut [ 139]). The ditch had steep sloping sides but its 
base is was reached as the ditch was not fu lly excavated. Contained within it was a 
till (context [142]) dark yellowish brown sandy clay. The fil l was mixed with the 
occasional pebble and charcoal f1 eck. The ditch also contained Roman pollery sherds 
dated to the late 1st to early 2nd century AD 

Overl ying the natura l substrata at the southern half of the trench was a garclensoil 
consisting of grey ish brown loam O.SOm deep. Towards the centre of the trench was a 
concrete and brick foundation which measured l .SOm wide and l.OOm deep. The 
northern half of the trench contained a layer O.SOm thick or demoli tion consisting or 
concrete and brick rubble mixed with a dark greyish loam 

7. Summary and Interpretation 

Overall the excavations on the evaluation the prior watching brief demonstrated th1.1 t 
the surviving archaeological leve ls were severely truncated and fragmentary. What 
was found and excavated did provide a degree of information from which some sense 
and meaning can be derived. 

A number of shallow and deep pits were found within the fo undation trenches 
particularly in the area of building C (Figure 6). The primary function of the pi ts 
appears to have been for small scale quarrying of the Mercia mudstonc which had 
been re-deposited back into some of the quarry pits. Generally pits had been back 
filled with a ye llow sand mixed with the occasional small angular stone. The 
occasional pit had been back filled with domestic refuse including Roman samian and 
grey ware pottery sherds suggesting a late first century date. Pottery sherds of a 
samian bowl from one s of these pits was of pmticular interest as its decoration 
suggested a date of c 70-85 AD 

A large ditch was located in the northern half of building B (Figure 5) ru nning in 
south-west to north-east direction and butt ended in Trench 11. The di tch had been re­
cut and contained domestic refuse, which included animal bone and Roman pottery 
sherds dated from the mid to the late fi rst century. 

A truncated smaller narrow ditch or gully was found in the centre of building C 
(Figure 6) running in a north-west to south-east direction. The ditch and gully cut 
across large back fi lled quarry pit and had been re-cut. The gully had been back fill ed 
with mixed fill s and the occasional early second century Roman pottery sherd. 
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Two domestic rcruse pits were located on the evaluation in trenches 2 and 3 and 
contained a varied assemblage of early second century Roman pottery sherds 
including montaria, amphora and samian. The pottery sherds suggested a likely date 
120 AD but not later than mid second century AD. The pits also contained the 
occasional fragment of bui lding materi al such as wal l plaster and tcgula roof ti le as 
we ll as an imal bone. 

A number of truncated occupational layers and spreads were found overly ing natural 
Mcrcia mudstone containing the occasional Roman pottery sherd . Some of laye rs 
contai ned the occasional early to mid second century Roman pottery sherds. Other 
sandy spreads appeared to have contained abundant fl at angular stones, and were the 
poss ible remnants of make-ups for surfaces. Generally there was also a light scatter of 
Roman roof til e found within Roman deposits and as residual material in layers above, 
which may indicate the presence of bui ldings on or close to the site 

Above the Roman deposits were the remains of truncated and disturbed garden so ils. 
They may have been the remnants of medieval and post medieval plough-so ils of the 
open (·icld systems which surrounded Derby before spread of urban development. 1\ 

very I ight scatter of medieval and post medieval pottery sherds were found assoc iated 
within these layers and a possible pit found in trench 26. 

Two large wells located in trench 24 of building A and trench 8 of building B (Figure 
5) were round during construction. They were back filled with dark loam soi l and 
contained a small number of res idual Roman pottery sherds. These were probably 
back tilled before the deve lopment of the Bowling Green in the nineteenth century at 
the latest. 

The foundations of a stone wall found in trenches 3 and 7 were possibly the remnants 
of a boundary wall. This wall may have been part of the former Bowling Green 
grounds located on the site before the construction of the hospital. Particularly deep 
garden so il layers were found in trenches 1, 2 and 6, which may also have been 
associated with the landscaping for the Bowling Green (Figure 2). 

The layers of demolition debris and various modern wall foundations fo und in most of 
the trenches were probably all the remnants of the former hospital buildings. 

8. Conclusion 

The development site lies approximately 400m to south of the early Roman fort of 
Strutt ' s Park and 600m south-west of the forts at Little Chester (Oerventio). It was 
al so on the projected alignment of the Ryknield Street Roman road (Dool and Wheeler 
1985). It is believed the forts were established during invasion of Bri tain AD 43-70 
(Figure I ). 

The Roman army by the 50s AD after the invasion of 43 AD had established itself in 
the south east and the Midlands. To maintain the territory al ready gained, a series 

21 UL.·IS Report No. 991151 Derbyi.DOC 



-
11 
" 

An archaeological evaluation and watching brief C hildren 's Jlospital, North S treet, Derby 

major military base camps were constructed. This included bases at l !olme near 
Ncwnrk and Ncvvton-on-Trcnt in Lincolnshire. Numerous other small forts were also 
constructed on the two major Roman roads of Ermine Stree t and the Fosse Way (Todd 
1991 ). The Strutt 's Park Fort is thought to have been built overlooking the river 
Dcrwcnt in the early 50s AD. This vvas part of a series o f forts, constructed south and 
east of the Pennines as part the preparations for the invasion of the North, wh ich was 
then the territory of the Brigantian tribe. (Todd 199 1) 

By the late 70s to early 80s AD the strategic position for the fort changed (Figure 1). 
The fort was moved to the site at Little Chester to form part of network forts and roads 
established in the South Pennines after the invasion of the North (Brassington 1981 ). 

It is poss ible that the Strutt 's Park fort may have attracted a civilian village (vicus) or 
extra-mural settlement like one thought to have been estab li shed on the \\'est side or 
the Little Chester fort (Figure I). The local populations were natura lly attracted to the 
military es tab lishments and would settle near them and would possibly be unde r some 
form of regulation from the military. They could provide trade and services with the 
army stationed at the forts, which could not be provided by military (Wacher 1978). 

This pattern of settlement was quite common and examples have been found on other 
mil itary sites in Britain such as at 1-louscsteads on the Hadrians Wall frontier (Wachcr 
1978). There are also good examples from the continent such as at Saalburg or /\rac 
Flaviac on the German Limes (frontier) defences (Jacobi 1897; Planck 1989). 

The majority of the Roman archaeology found in the Strutf s Park area arc though t to 
be ac ti vi ties of a fort such as possible barrack buildings. The archaeology had a cut of 
point during the late first century AD (Dool , Wheeler 1985). The recent excavations 
close by on the Duffield Road, however have found remains of an extra mural Roman 
building and surfaces on a road approaching the Strutt's Park fort (D. Garton pers 
comms). It is possible that the Roman deposits found on the Chi ldren' s Hospital si te 
may have been li nked to the Strutt's Park Fort. 

The majority of the features however though suggest that acti vity was late first to 
early second century in date after the fort had moved to the east side or the ri ve r. This 
Roman act ivity is possibly the remnants of a settl ement. It perhaps may have stemed 
fro m the Little Chester fort as a spread of suburban ri bbon development along the 
Ryknield Street Roman road, on the west side of the river Derwent. Roman Derby has 
an ex tensive spread of other sub-urban Roman sites such as bui ldings , cemeteries and 
kil ns. These have all been found outs ide Little Chester Fort and its vicus. They were 
all located quite close to known or projec ted the Roman roads approaching the forts 
on the east side of the ri ver. 
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9. f inds 

The site archive and tinds are lodged with Derby City Museums Serv ice under 
accession 1999-45 

T he Roman Pottery Pat.-iek Marsden 

The pottery consisted of262 sherds we ighing 4547 kg. Most of it is typical of a first 
and second century date. Three features produced signi l'icant quanti ties of cl iagnost ic 
pottery. These two pits ( 15 and 87) and a di tch (50) are described below. 

Pit f ill : 11 51 cut (321 (T rench 3) 

Pit f ill [ 15] cut [32] produced 42 sherds of pottery we ighi ng 916g. This includes a 
Centra l Gaul ish samian vessel within the Drag. 18/31 and 18/3 1 R or 3 1 and 3 1 R 
range. probably elating to at least 120 AD. A hooked fl ange mortarium is of a 
Mancetter/1-Iartshill source and probably second century date. A rusti cated grey ware 
sherd is typical of the late first or early second century. A BB I tankard is like ly to 
elate to arter 120 AD. The pottery from pit 15 is therefo re likely to date to at least 120 
1\D, but is not li kely to date to later than the mid second century. 

Ditch till [501 cut [76] (T rench 7) 

Ditch till [50] cut [76) contained 63 sherds weighing 779g. Several grey ware vessels 
are represented including one with rusti cated decoration, short and medium everted 
ri m jars and a reeded bowl. These are of a late first to early second century and late 
fi rst to early or mid second century date. An oxidised ware angular everted rim jar is 
of a late fi rst to early second century date. A South Gaul ish samian Drag. 30 bowl is 
of a mid-late first century date. There fore a late first century elate is suggested for the 
Ditch fi ll. 

Pit Fill: [871 cut [12 11 T rench 17 

Pit ti ll [87] contained 27 sherds weighing 556g. These include the compkte proti le of 
a Drag. 29 samian bowl. This also had most of a stamp present. Decorative evidence 
points to date of c.70-85 AD (Webster 1996, 40). Also present is a grey ware jar with 
a short angu lar eve rted rim typ ical of a late first to early second century date and 
another everted rim grey ware jar displaying some distortion during production. A 
late first century elate is suggested for Pit 87. 
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Table 1: Fabric tota ls for Roman Pottery (For fabric descriptions see Pollard 1994, 
112- 11 4) 

Fahric Sherd Weight (;W 107 2215 
Cuunl (g) 

Bil l 1<1 2.1-l 
Sa mian 17 291 

CG I ·I -1 5 
i\ 10-l/ lll I 77 CC I .\ 30 237 

Ai\I'J..\ 12 783 i\ICR 9 151 

\\'\\" 29 209 Derbyshire 4 JX 
ware 

0\\' 35 267 
TOTAl . 262 -1 5-17 

Table : 2 Summary Pottery totals by context by sherd and weight 

Cont~Xl Roman Roman Post-Roman Pust-Ruman 
(Sherd nu.) (\Vt-g) (Sherd no.) (\Vt-g) 

I 0 () -l 
2 0 0 2 
7 3 17-l 0 
X 2 2-l I 
12 4 5S () 

1-l 2 6 0 
15 -1 2 916 0 
IX 5 33 0 
I<J 4 44 0 
20 I 22 I 

21 I 17 3 
)' _J I 11 0 
26 3 38 0 
2X I 11 0 
29 10 I Ill 0 
31 15 236 0 
50 63 779 0 
51 3 7 0 
56 19 303 () 

57 13 580 0 
80 2 26 () 

SI 4 135 0 
X2 2 2-1 0 
83 I 32 0 
X-l I 4 0 
85 8 59 0 
86 4 8 () 

1>7 27 556 0 
13-1 3 27 0 
135 0 0 _ , 
1-lU 2 15 () 

I-ll 2 22 I 
1-12 13 19-l 0 

I ~ 

2X 
() 

(, 

() 

() 

() 

!) 

() 

1-1 
X2 

() 

0 
0 
l) 

!) 

() 

() 

() 

() 

() 

() 

0 
u 
() 

0 
() 

() 

0 
'~ J _ 

() 

3 
() 
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Table 3 : Summary of the finds groups by context and f'ragment count. 

~ll lll<::-. 1 l'll l\ I l'lasl<:r C:layl'ipc llunc Glass Slag Fl inl 
I I 
2 2 
7 
X 5 
10 10 '" -, I 2 
12 I 3 
I.J 
15 I I X 

IS I 
19 .J 2 2 
20 6 
21 (> I 
23 
26 
2X .J 
29 
31 
)() I 7 
51 
56 
57 3 
xo 
XI 2 2 
S2 
N' •J I 
S.J 
S:' I 6 
X6 
S7 7 
I J-1 
135 2 
I.JO 
I-ll I 
142 I s 

10. Ar·chive 

The archive ts to be lodged w ith the Derby Museums Service and consists of the 
fo llowing; 

Context sheets 143 
S ite plan and section sheets 15 
Monochrome Negatives 
Colour S lides 
Indices I 
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Figure 1. A plan of Roman Derby and the site Location 

Figure 2. A location plan of the site in 1881. 

Figure 3. A location plan ofthe si te in 1901. 

Figure 4. A location plan of the evaluation trenches, and the foundation trenches of 
the new buildings and services. 

Figure 5. A plan of the foundation trenches of Building Band the features fo und. 
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Figure 6. A plan of the foundation trenches of B uilding C and the features fo und . 

Figure 7. Sections 7 .02, 9.0 I , 10.0 I , 11.0 I and 11.03 . 

Figure 8 Sections 1 0.02, I 0.03 and 11.04 

Figure 9. A plan of the development and the evaluation trenches 
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Figure 9. A plan of the development and evaluation trenches 


