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THE WATCHING BRIEF AT GREAT PICKLES, SHARDLOW, FOR TH E CONSTRUCTION WORKS ON 
THE DERBY SOUTHERN BY -PASS. 

BACKGROU ND 
The area of study wa s situated in th e fie lds to the south of the Grove 
hospital, Shard l ow . The desktop assessment for t he Derby Sout hern By- pass 
(Challi s 1993) , noted from aerial photographs the presence of various 
cropmark s within the vicin ity, some of whi ch appeared t o run in the direction 
of t he specif ic area of interest. These cropmarks remain undated, but from 
their form are pres umed to represent sett l ements typ ical of t he Iron Age and 
Romano -Briti sh periods . No cropmark s had been di scerni ble on the avai lable 
aer ial photographs within the field of the watching brief (1427) ; this may be 
due to variations in the subsoi l s or crops when th e aer ial phot ographs were 
taken making thi s area inconduci ve t o cropmark formation. No archaeological 
act ivity had previously been recorded in th is fi eld. 

The excavation of a large storm-drain through fi el d 1427, as part of the 
Derby Southern By-pas s scheme of work, presented th e chance to i nvest igate t he 
potential for features adjacent to the known cropmarks . Any inf ormat ion on 
t he ir form, state of preservat ion and date would help to clari fy the nature 
and extent of the sett l ement withi n f ie ld 9532. 

METHOD 
The s ides of t he storm-dra in were 
potential ev ident wi t hin the 
photographed, drawn at a sca le of 
to the nearest chain number . 

RESULTS 

inspected and a ll feature s of a rchaeo log i ea l 
sect ion trowelled c lean. These were 
1:20 and the ir po sit ion recorded in respect 

Four features of archaeo logical note were r ecorded. Three were in t he sect ion 
of the large storm-drain (0001, 0002 , 0004) while one (0003) was present in 
the section of a parallel sma ll drainage ditch to the north. Three of t he 
ditches (0001 -3 ) where sealed by a sub-ploughso il l ayer conta ining medieva l 
pottery, and are therefore earl ier than this. Two al so contained burnt stone 
(0001-2), and one a s ignificant quantity of charcoal (0002 ) , but no other 
datable artefacts. An unabraded sherd of green glazed medi eva l pottery was 
recovered from the base of ditch 0004, allowing a med ieval date to be 
attributed. 

A fli nt knife was recovered from the probable medieval ploughso il . 

Towards the eastern hal f of f ie ld 1427 there had been a cons ider abl e amou nt 
of disturbance. The area appears to have been water logged or boggy ground 
unti l qu i te recently when it was covered and l eve ll ed off by a l arge amount 
of redepos ited material upto 0.6m thi ck. 

CONCLUSION 
The watching brief appeared to confirm that th e ditc hes of the sett l eme nt 
represented by cropmarks did extend i nto f ield 1427 . Furthermore, although 
many of these ditches are l ike ly to be Iron Age or Romano -British in or1g1n , 
it is also ev ident that some are possibly att r ibutab le to the med ieval period. 

Lee El l iott , November 1995 
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THE WATCHING BRIEF AROUND WEIGH LANE, ASTON UPON TRENT, FOR THE CONSTRUCT ION 
WORKS ON THE DERBY SOUTHERN BYPASS 

OBJECTIVE 
The ma i n objective of the watching brief was to estab lish whether the Aston 
Cursus , or any associated features, occurred here. The precise location of 
the northern end of the cursus is not known, but it must occur somewhere 
between Weigh Lane and the area of the 1994 excavations some 150m to the east 
where it was proved to be absent. If the plan of the northern end of the 
cur sus is li ke that at its sout hern end , it will be cl osed by a cross di tch . 
Such a ditch coul d run across t he area of this watching br ief. The terminals 
of cursus are also t he locations of other act ivi ti es e.g. timber ci rc les, l ong 
and round barrows, so other features associated with the cursus might be 
expected. 

AREA OF WATCHING BRIEF 
This program of work centred on the segment of land lyi ng on ei ther s ide of 
t he lane running from Aston lane to Weigh Cot tage (SK334299), s ituated to t he 
east of Aston-upon-Trent. This included a rectangular stretch on the east 
side, 56m in length and up to 14m wide , and on t he west s ide a triangular 
piece of land some lOOm in length which from a width of 10.5m taper~d into the 
present line of Aston Lane. Thi s area (11) was topsoiled by a 360 excavator 
with 1.5m ditching bucket under archaeo logical supervision in September 1995. 

The area east of chain 722 was built up to form the base of a flyover. Hence, 
there was no topsoil disturbance here, and any cursus features shou ld remain 
undisturbed except for any compaction which may ensu~. 

In due course, when t he serv ices are put down Weigh Lane, a further watching 
brief should be conducted, to try to establ i sh whether the cursus ditch 
actually cro sses the lane. 

RESULTS 
The mai n re sults of the watching brief were to demonstrate : 

1) that t he area to either side of Weigh Lane had suffered considerable 
disturbance, perhaps assoc iated with the recorded tramway from the Astonhil l 
plasterpits to the wharf on t he canal (1 st ed. 6" O.S. 1885). 

2) the soil under the topsoil was thick and masked archaeological deposi t s. 
The th ickness of th is maski ng so il means that features could be present, but 
were not visib le at the level stripped. Any such features will be bur ied by 
the road construction. 

3) no ditches, or other features, whi ch could be identified wi th th e cursus 
were recogni sed. 

4) one ditch was located , but it ran rough ly parallel to the curs us, and the 
artef acts from its upper f illing suggest an Iron Age/Romano-Bri tis h date . 

Lee Elliott and Daryl Garton, November 1995 . 
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