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EXCAVATION OF A}i IRON AGE AND ROMAN ENCLOSURE

AT KENNEL FARM. BASINGSTOKE. HAMPSMRE

1998

by Alex Thornc and Mark Holmes

with contributions by Trevor Anderson, Andy Chapman, Karen Deighton,

Tora Hylton, Malcolm Lync and Ian Meadows

Absta.ct

Northamptonshire Archaeologt carried out an archaeological recording action at Kennel
Farm, Basingstoke, Hampshire as part of a broader archaeological evahntion of a proposed
residential development. The excavation encompassed an area previously characte sed by
cropmarlrs, geophysical suwey and trial accavation as containing a small 'banjo' shaped
enclosure.

Despite extensive damage from post-med.ieval quarying and. agricultural activity, excavation
revealed two separate enclosures with outer boundary ditches. The Northern Enclosure, which
was occupied, between 700 and 5008C, is the earliest site known in the area. This wus
replaced by the Southern Enclosure, which was the focus of activity until the early Roman
period, c, AD100. It was remodelled and enlarged several times culminating in a final "banjo
enclosure" form. There are few signs of any structures within the enclosures, but the volume
of domestic refiise in pits suggests habitation. A single inhumation, of a c.50 year old female,
is of late lron Agelearly Roman date, c. 4D50.

The occupants of the site practised a mixed, agricultural regime, with animals presumably kept
within the outer boundaries. A variety of cereal crops were cultivated, and spinning and
weaving of wool is ind.icated by the presence of loomweights and spindle whorls. Thb site is
unusual in that it includes a variety of exotic Callo-Belgic and Central Gaulish pottery imports
of both late lron Age and pre-Flavian date, bul no Samian ware. This could suggest thdt the
inhabitants were of high social status.

INTRODUCTION

Background

A multi-stage archaeological evaluation comprising a desk-bascd asscssmcnt, geophysical
prospection, trial excavation and ficldwalking survey was carried out by Northamptonshire
Archaeology between 1994 and 1996 at Kennel Farm, Basingstoke, Hampshire (Fig 1, NGR
SU 604 479; Soden 1994, Masters 1994, Holmes 1995 and 1996). Several archaeological sites
were identified within the survey arca, including six enclosures of probable Iron Age or
Roman date (Fig 2, Sitcs A-C & E-G) and three possible round barrow ring ditches (Sites D, H
&J) .

This work supplemented and extended previous investigation in 1987 by The Trust for Wessex
Archaeology (Gingell and Trott 1995). Extensivc cxcavation of Iron Agc and Roman sites at

Northamptonshire Archaeology Page 1 of 45
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the Brighton Hill South development, which lies to the immediate north, were carried out in
the 1980s (Fasham and Keevil 1995).

The cropmark of the possible banjo-shaped enclosure being reported on, Site F, was previously
recorded on the Hampshire Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) as site SU 64NW28. It was
characterised by a sub-rectangular enclosure with a funnelling ditch and other "antennae,' like
features to the east, and indications of a larger encircling enclosure to thc north-east. The desk-
bascd rcport showcd that the site was situated within a featureless field as depicted on the
Ordnanc€ Survey maps of 1871 and 1909 (Sodcn 1994, fig 3).

Geophysical survey of Site F in December 1994 confirmed the plan of the enclosure as shown
on aerial photographs (Fig 3, and Masters 1994, fig 5). Selective trial excavation was carried
out to verify the geophysical survey results at Site F, with a single trsnch iocated across the
ditch systems at the north-east corner of the Southern Enclosure (Fig 3 and Holmes 1995, 4-5).

In Febtuary 1996 Northamptonshire Arshaeology fieldwalked the threp fields south of
Beggarwood Lane (Holmes 1996). Concentrations of Iron Age and Roman pottery were found
around Site F, presumably deriving from below ground features, whilst a thin scatter of Roman
pottery on the southern slopcs of the field may have derived from manuring. There was a
background scatter of struck flint not only from around the site, but also ftom affoss most of
the survey area.

An archaeological recording action was canied out at Site A in May and June 1996 by
Northamptonshire Archaeology, entailing the excavation of approximately one half of an oval
ditched enclosure of Iron Age date (Chapman 2001).

Hampshire County Council requested an archaeological recording action for Site F, and
Northamptonshire Archaeology undertook the subsequent excavation work iiom September to
November 1998, in accordance with the spccification issued by the Planning Officer of
Hzunpshire County Council (January 1996). The archive for all of the work carried out at
Kennel Farm by Northamptonshire Archaeology will be transferred to the Hampshire Museum
Service under accession no. A. 1996.39.

Acknowledgements

Mark Holmes directed the fieldwork, under thc management of Steve Parry. The site team
comprised Richard Barrett, Bridget Gallagher, Aaron Goode, Steve Hayward, Pat Kent,
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report was by Steve Parry, Pat Chapman and Andy Chapman. Nikki Kidger and Alison
Stevens, work cxpcricnce students, helped with drawing the pottery. David Parish of
Buckinghamshire County Museum Service X-rayed the iron objects and undertook cleaning of
several of the objeots. Northamptonshire Archaeology would like to thank all the volunteen;
Eddie and John of PSS for thcir superb machining of the site and to 'I'ony the dumper driver tbr
all sorts of help. The excavation team did a superb job despite the affects of thc "monsoon',
scason,
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Otrjectives and Methodolory

The aims of the excavation were to record the character, extent and date of former occupation
at Site F. The work also sought to establish the origins and evolution of the site as well as to
determine if former occupation was continuous or intemittent.

A rnechanical excavator removed the shallow plough soil over an arca of 0.73ha, measuring 98
x 69m, to expose the natural chalk and clay with flints, which was then cleaned by hand in
order to cnhance the definition of archaeological features. Enclosure and boundary ditches
were investigated by a series of cross-sections that defined their general character. All major
intersections between the various phases of ditches were also investigated allowing
stratigraphic relationships to be established. A1l pits and postholes were half-sectioned. Two
ateas within the excavation totalling c. 450m2 arntained post-medieval quany pits. These wcrc
sampled with machine-cut sections so that their effect on any underlying archaeology could be
determined (Fig 4).

Location and Topography

Tlre site is localed on a gently graded, southward facing slope, between 48 and 50mOD, and
about 20m south of the summit. The M3 motorway is to the south and east of the site (Fig 2).
The natural geology is chalk, which is partly capped with thick clay-with-flints deposits and
pocked with solulion holes infilled with either clay or Coombe rock, The Southern Enclosure
of Site F was sited wholly on the pure chalk, within a slight hollow in the hillside. Although it
may have been sited to take advantage of the topography, the hollow is most likely to be the
result of both repeated ditch cutting and later quarrying. The Northern Enclosure straddled ths
chalk/clay divide, while the outlying boundaries enclosed areas of clay.

At the time of excavation, the site was under an arable agricultural regime. The water table
rose over a metre during the course of excavation, resulting in featurss flooding only inches
below the surface after torrential rain. The site was exposed to winds from all directions but
attracted the best of the sunlight throughout the day. There is currently no ncar source of
water.

THE FORM AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE ENCLOSURES

Introduction

Prior to the commoncement of the excavation, evidence from both the geophysical survey and
aeial photography suggested that the site was a small 'banjo'-shapcd enclosure. On
excavation, it quickly became apparent that there was in fact a whole series of superimposed
ditches of different phases comprising two separate enclosures surrounded by a series of
outlying boundary ditches. The ''antennae" shaped ditches to the east of the enclosure were
found to be of geological origin, and quarrying had largely destroyed the central part of the
larger enclosure.

For ease of description, the separate enclosures and boundary ditchcs are referrecl to as the
Northern Enclosure, the Southcrn Enclosure, and the Northern, Eastem and Southern Outlying
Boundaries (Fig 4). Phases of development are numbered consecutively, while pit and
postholes are assigned group lctters.

1.4

2.1
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Kennel Farm Basingstoke, Hampshire, Site F: Excavation 1998

Table 1: 5Site

Phase Activity Date range

I

2

Northern Enclosure established and

recuttins of Northem Enclosure ditch

Early Iron Age:

(c. 700-500BC)

3 Large pits within the Northern Enclosure.

Eastern Outlying Boundary cstablished

Early Iron Age :

(c. s00-300BC)

4 Original, oval Southern Enclosure, and pit groups

Eastorn Outlying Boundary modified

Middle Iron Age:

(c. 300-2008C)

5 Southern Enciosure reformed to sub-square plan

Pits within and postholes outside

Eastern Outlying Boundary expanded to include

Southern Outlying Boundaries

Late Iron Age

(c.200-0BC)

6 a n d 7 Southern Enclosure recut, new southern entrance

establishcd

Shallow gullies across interior of enclosure.

Southem Outlying Boundary recut

Late Iron Age/early Roman

(c.AD0-45)

7 a n d 8 Southem Enclosure rccut, with addition of

"banjo-shaped" access connected to the Outlying

Boundary system

Roman

( c.AD4s-60)

9 Northern oart of Southern Enclosure recut Roman

(c.AD60-100)

10 Northem part of Southern Enclosure recut

New Southem Boundary system (forming

rectilinear enclosure?)

Roman

(c.AD60-100) |

Po$t-
medieval

Field boundary of 1909 and undated quarry pit

Modern irrigation systems cross site

18'n century to present

The phases are described below, with further details of excavated evidence and individual pit
groups in the following sections.

Northampk)nshirc Archaeology Page 4 of 45
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Early Iron Age (c.700-3008C): The Northern Enclosure (Phases 1 to 3)

The sitc was established as a sub-rectangular domestic enclosure, 28m wide by at least 44m
long (Fig 6). To the south there was a 24m wide gap bctween the terminal of the western ditch
and the truncated end of the eastern ditch, but the intervening area had been lost below the later
Southern Enclosure, so the width of the original entrance at the south'western corner is
uncertain. The western ditch was later recut, and it then extended at least 4.0m further south,
narrowing the width of the gntrance. Part of the Outlying Eastern Boundary ditch system may
have been established at this time.

Large storago pits lay around the eastern and northern margins of the interior (Pit Groups D
and E), indicating that there was no internal bank, and a late pit in this area was cut into the
silted up eastem ditch. The area along the westcrn side of the enclosute was latgely lost to
later disturbance. The central area was largely devoid of cut features apart from a cluster of
postholes (C), located in and around an area of trampled soil (layer 303). Several of the
features produced small fragments of bumt clay, possibly the remains of loomweights
indicating an area where weaving had taken placc.

While no remains of any buildings had survived, domestic occupation is well attested by the
deposits of pottery, bone, burnt flint and other items recovered from the pits. There were two
instances of deliberate deposition of bones, a dog within pit 488 and an ox skull in the base of
pit 450. Cereal crops of oats, wheat and barley and pulses were grown as a mixed economy,
with any hay by-products likely to have been used for animal fodder.

The earliest pottery recovered from the enclosure ditch and some pits in this area is dated 700-
5008C, suggesting an early Iron Age origin, which would make it the earliest known Iron Age
enclosure in the area, Material from later recuts and further pits indicates that activity
continued through to c. 300BC. Four of the pits also produced some early Roman pottery,
perhaps as a result of later disturbance.

Middle Iron Age (3(X)-2008C)r The first Southern Enclosure (Phase 4)

This phase saw the establishment of the first Southern Enclosure (Fig 7). It wits oval in plan,
measuring 36m x 28m, but was composed of several straighter segments linked by more abrupt
curvos. The ditch was V-shaped, and up to c.1.0m deep. A single entrancc at the north-west
corner was 14.0m wide, and appeared to coincide with the entrance to the Nofthern Enclosure,
suggesting continuity of access from the previous phase. The outer eastern boundary was
probably recut in this phase.

Post-medieval quarrying had dcstroycd the majority of the interior, but pit groups survived
immediately inside the ditch to both the east and west (Pit Groups A and B). The goup to the
east (A) showed similarities in form as though cut to fulfil a similar function. or because they
were excavated by the same people. Thcrc was only a posthole scatter across the surviving
part of the central arca, which could represent a lence-line set back within the entranceway. A
solitary pit was dug outside the northern entrance in either this or the following phase.

Most of the pits and ditches contained domestic debris showing that occupation of the site was
continuing, and while lhere was no physiczil evidenoc for strucl.ures the presence of nails and
an iron joiners dog suggcsls the presence of timber buildings. A range of cereal crops was

o
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grown, with spelt wheat now present, and this was the only phase where there is evidence that
bread wheat was cultivatcd.

At least two pits within thc Northem Enclosure (485 and 540) were still in the final stages of
silting up, and in one a lens of stones and chalk may represent an episode of prehistoric
ploughing over a turf line. This suggests that following abandonment the area of the Northern
Enclosure may have been gfassland that was subsequently ploughed.

The enclosurc ditchcs appear to have become completely filled by natural silting prior to the
excavation of the ditches of the successive phasc, with the pits also filled in and grassed ovcr.
The presence of several small tree boles suggests that they may havc grown on the site in this
phase and been uprooted in the next, as though the site was neglected, although such a hiatus
cannot be discemed fiom the pottery.

Later Iron Age (200-0BC): The Southern Enclosure (Phase 5)

A completely new Southern Enclosure was created, fully enclosing its predecessor (Fig 8). It
was sub-rectangular, measuring 42.0m N-S by 37.0m, with a 12.0m wide entrance at the north-
western comer. There was slight evidence for an extemal bank in one of the sections cut
across the western ditch, where a large deposit of chalk had eroded in from one side (Fig 12,
section 4, 163). A sinuous length of gully to the east of the enclosure formed a new Ea^stern
Outer Boundary. It was very shallow and had an irregular profile, which may suggest that it
had held a hedge-tne. There was a narrow entrance to the south.

Much of the interior was lcst to later quarrying, but there were new pits groups immediately
inside the ditch to both the east and west (Pit Groups A, B and F). The new enclosure also
contained two features that may have been vegetation hollows from trees that could have been
uprooted during this phase.

To the south-west thsrs was a shallow linear gully, aligned roughly west-east, that butt-ended
immediately short of the enclosure ditch. A short length of similar gully beyond the south-
eastem comer of the enclosure may also belong to this phasc. To the north of the enclosure
there were a cluster of external postholes, small pits and a hee-throw hollow.

Pits from this phase contained quern stones as well as largc quantities of domestic debris,
showing that a mixcd economy was still being practised. In common with the preceding
phases, it appears that at least the eastern sidc of the ditch had almost completely silted up
beforc the next phase ofthe Southern Enclosure was commenced. Most ditches were naturally
silted, whilst rnost pits werc deliberately backfilled. There was no apparent break in occupation
with the next phase.

Late lron Age/early Roman (0-AD45): The Southern Enclosure (Phases 6 and 7)

The Souticrn Enclosure was extensively remodelled (Fig 9). The eastcrn side was recut,
creating a new,5m wide entrance at thc south-castcrn comer, which was probably related to a
ncw Southern Outer Enclosure. The western and southern ditchcs wcro still open, and it is
uncertain whether a sinuous ditch to thc wcst was a maior internal division or a new wcstcrn
boundary. Thc introduction of this ditch reduced the nofihem entrancc to 10.0m wide.

' r <
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Presumably the enclosure was still utilised for domestic occupation, as previously, but maybe a
period of change was beginning, perhaps linked with a differing emphasis in animal husbandry
in which an increased amount of sheep were kept. However, wheat, oats and barley were still
grown as cereal crops along with pulses.

Only two pits may be assigned to this phase, one just inside the southem entrance and the other
in the opposing corner of the enclosure. The pit to the south (82) was one of the largcr pits on
site, at nearly 3.0m diameter by 1.75m deep. It produced a significant quantity of finds and
three of four instances on the site of the deposition of partial carcasses of immature animals,
comprising two neonatal calves iiom separate layers and the remains of two piglets in a single
deposit. It was also the only pit with rz sila pick marks on the chalk sides (Plate 24).

Towards the end of this phase, a series of east-west shallo$/ gullies traversed the interior of the
enclosure, marking the beginning of the creation of the funnelled entrance of the next phase'

Roman (AD45-60: The Southern Enclosure and associated gullies (Phases 7 and 8)

The southern and western sides of the Southern Enclosurs were recut, and the south-eastern
entrance was remodelled. It was provided with flanking ditches that connected to a new
Southern Outlying Boundary, in the manner of the funnelling ditches of a 'banjo' enclosure
(Fig 10). As part of this arrangement, the northern gully continued westward forming a
partition running right across the enclosure. The new tbrm of the Northern and Southern Outer
Boundary was more substantial than its predecessors and enclosed a significantly larger area.
This was presumably used for grazing, and stock control would have been managed via the
funnelling ditchcs at the entrance to the main enclosure. To the south-east, two very large but
shallow tree boles suggest that trees may have been uprooted in order to make way fbr the new
Southern Oudying ditches.

There were few pits within this phase, but an external pit to the south of the enclosure (43)
contained the crouched inhumation of a mature i'emale, laid on a lower fill and within a deposit
that contained a ceramic spoon (Fig 30,23). Roman pottery in the upper fills of some of the
pits within the Northem Enclosure suggests contemporary activity beyond the confines of the
Southern Enclosure.

There was still a widespread deposition of pottery and other refuse in t'eatures, but there were
no suitable pit samples to provide evidence on the t)?es of crops harvested during this phase.
The features had become infilled before the final Romano-British phasc ditches were begun-

Towards the end of this phase t}e northern ditch was recut twice to a depth of over 2.0m,
perhaps in order to catch the downhill run off of water from the interior of thc cnclosure'
These recuts blocked the north-westem entrance.

Roman (AD60-100): Linear Boundary Systems (Phases 9 and 10)

During the final phases of activity on the site, the entire use of space changed (Fig 11). Thc
enclosure was abandoned and shallorv linear gullies crossed tho sitc on a roughly east-west
alignment, before turning sharply southwards, to lbllow the course of ditches from the previous
phase- These may have marked the north-eastern comer of a rcctilincar enclosure or field
system. There were a few scattered pits to both the north and south of this boundary-

Northamptonshire Archaeology Page 1 of 45
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Abandonment of these ditches, perhaps in favour of a new site, is dated by pottory to the end of
the l"t century AD.

Post-medieval to recelt features

Almost the entire central sector of the site had been cut away by post-medieval quarrying (Fig
4). An east-west slot was excavated through the feature by rnachine in order to determine the
character of the deposits, to retrieve dating evidenc€ and to assess the impact on earlier
1'eatures. The underlying chalk had been generally been lowered by 0.75m, below which a
series of individual pits had been dug in ordcr to exploit the chalk bedrock. The pale grey-
brown silt fill contained lenses of small chalk pieces, and post-medieval brick and tile
fragments and fragments of ironwork were recovered. A smaller area of quarying at the
north-western corner of the site was also machine sampled. Both quarries had removed any
earlier archaeology.

There were a whole string of disused pits in a wide belt across the landscape to the east, west
and south of the site. The Ordnance Survey Pathfinder Map Sheet 1224 (SU 64174) shows that
four former pits lay v/ithin a 1km of Site F. This site was thcrefore part of a post-medieval
trend to exploit the natural chalk, perhaps for lime and perhaps also to utilise the flint as a by-
product.

A north-south linear ditch cut across both quarry pits. It was vertically sided, flat based and
over 0.9m deep. It has been suggested that it may have been part of an anti-glider landing
systcm of World War II (Hopkins pers comm), but it also appears to match a field boundary of
1871-2. There is the possibility that it was recut in 1940-5, but no finds were recovered to date
it.

THE EXCAVATED EVIDENCE

The Northern Enclosure ditches

The westem ditch had bcen largely recut, but its original profile (183) was probably V-shaped (Figs 6
and 12, S1). The recut cxhibited a wide, weathered V-shaped profile, oyer 2.0m wide and 1.0m deep
with a well-defined 'ankle-brcaker' slot in the base. A wide range offills was seen in section, including
several rich in burnt llint derived from localised dumping.

The eastern ditch was V-shaped but much smaller, only 1.4m wide by 0.75m deep (Fig 12, S2). It had a
rapidly accumulated primary fill from weatherilg of the chalk sides, but the upper fill (343), contained
much occupational debris.

The Southern Enclosure ditches

Thc earliest of the tbur Southern Enclosures was examined in nine sections, oI which only one showed
its complete profile (Figs 7 and 12, S3). The ditch was generally 1.0m deep, but shallowed rapidly at
the northern end to a mere 0.30m (Fig 14, S14, 809), and at the south-cast to 0-60m. It was V-shaped,
with an 'ankle-breaker' in places. Several deposils of firecrackcd flints and occupational debris were
included within the ti l ls.

Thc ditch of the sub-rectangular Southern Enclosure of phase 5 was sampled in elevcn placcs. Itwas V-
shaped and usually over 1.0m deep, but the butt end to the oorth-east was again shallow (Fig 14, 514,
ti07)- Two scctions showed asymmetrical f i l l ing (Fig 12, 54,56), which might suggest thc prcscncc of

3.1
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an extemal bank, The terminal on the north-western side was unique, since it appeared to be cut by a
large post-pit (237) when half sihed (Figs 8 and 12, S5).

Thirteen sections were cut across the Southern Enclosure ditch of phase6, (Figs 9 and 13, 56' 768 and
Fig 14, S14, 811). This ditch was generally 1.0m deep, but had a wider base 10 an otherwise V-shaped
profile. Ditch 329 to the north was V-shaped with an 'ankle breaker' and over 1.5m deeP. The butt end
at the noflh-west had been infilled deliberately with a very mixed series of thin deposits that included
much charcoal and some grain.

Thc phase 7/8 Southern Encbsure ditch recut many of its precursors in the nine excavated sections (Fig
13, 57,69 and S8,472). It was V-shaped, but markedly wider and sometimes shallower than any other
phase of ditch. Several of ahe excavatcd scctions had concentrations of flint above the pdmary fill,
possibly eroded out of the exposed sides. The fills were also rich in domestic debris pointing to
episodes of deliberate filling.

The Northern and Eastern Outlying Boundary ditches

The Northern Outlying Boundary ditch of phase 3 showed a wide, very wcathered V-shaped profile, in
contrast to the ditches of the Northern Enclosure (Figs 7 and 13, 59, 631)' The recut of this ditch was
deeper with a steeper V-profile, but again very weathered (Fig 13, 59, 629) Its eastern end cuwed
sharply southrvards and was very narrow (Fig 14, S10, 749).

The ditch of phase 5 was very sinuous (Fig 14, s10,752). It was very irregular in plan, and difficult to
trace in section, with the appearance of rcot disturbance.

The Southern Outlying Boundary ditches (Figs 8-11 and 14)

A series of ditches at the southem end of the site gave thc enclosure entrance the appearance of a 'banjo'

shaped enclosure. They varied from 0.10-0.05m deep, and all appeared to have silted naturally. The
earlier phase ditches ofthe north-south arm were all shallow (Fig 14, s1I,675 and 677), while the later
ditches that formed part of the 'banjo' enclosure entrance were slightly broadel and deeper (Fig 10, 840
and 841). Tho successive ditches forming the Dorthem sids of the entrance passage vrefe not as
substantial (Fig 14, S13, 826, 828 and 830), and somc of these continued westward as an internal
partition (Fig 14, 572,703 arfi709).

The largest of the ditches on the site were the final recuts of tho northcrn arm of thc Southern Enclosure
Ditch, which was up to 1.10m with a broad, U-shaped profile (Fig 14, S14, 811). These late cuts silted
rapidly and naturally, and the presence of large lenses of angular chalk on the southern sidc of 811 could
point to the presence of a bark on that side.

The pits

A total of 63 pits were examined. They were almost exclusively located within the interior of the two
enclosures, Although some pits were up to 2m deep, a small proportion were only slight scars in the
natural chalk, having been severely truncated by later features. A varisty of shapes and forms were
present, including vertically-sided and 'beehive' shaped examples ln many cases, the shaPe was
determined by the chalk bedrock, as the sloping bedding planes in the natural created a squared effect,
thc undercutting and the level or stepped bases. Several pits partially cut into the backfill of earlier pifs,
and there was one instanca where rammed chalk had been used to form a solid pit floor over the exposed
backlill of a dceper pit (Fig 6, Group D, 360 and 362).

Mark on the side of pit 284 and the chalk rubble from (560) show that excavation was carried out with
the aid of afitler picks. The rare survival of such marks may be the result of thc tragility of thc chalk
once cut into and to the small amount of chalk spoil, apart from the unusual 'fresh' chalk backfill within
several pits in group A. Within pit groups tbere often seemed to be a similarity of shaPe and size

J.5
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suggesting that these were used in the samc manner and were of the same date; some wele perhaps
excavated by the same people. The primary function of these pits was probably for grain storage. The
bases of most pits were clean, shary and unweathered, although some had clearly been trampled in wet
conditions that had created a few centimetres of hard, concretcd chalk sludge. Perhaps this was
deliberate puddling. It was noted during excavation that the emptied fcatures would hold water from
half an hour up to several days, depending on conditions.

Similar sequences of fills were often encountered. In some cxamples therc were primary layers of burnt
material, such as pit 32 in Group B (Fig 16 and Plate 7) and pit 172 also in the Southern Enclosure (Plate
10). This phenomenon was also seen at nearby Brighton Hill South and is often associated with other
special deposits (Keevil and Fasharn 1995, 70-1). Pit 407, a late pit lying within the Northern Enclosure,
had a clay lining substantially rz silu around its upper sides (Fig 18). A dog burial, which had been
placed standing upright, was recovcred from pit 514 of Group E in the Northern Enclosure, (Fig 19 and
Plate 17, 508). Two separate cxamples of placed animal skulls were found, including an ox skull in pit
348 (Fig 19). There wcre also partial skeletons of neonatal calves and piglets in the exceptionally large
pit 824 ir the later Southern Enclosure, and part of ajuvenile pig in pit 172 in the Southern Enslosure.

Domestic refuse was often within dchly humic lenses, indicating that there had been organic materials
preseni which had been losl to decay, causing slumping of fills. Sometimes these were sealed with clay
lenses or other backfill, perhaps to speed up decay and lessen smells, but there was only one instance of
possible cesslike mat€rial.

A summary of each pit group follows below, wilh spatially isolated groups of features described
together.

Pit Grouo A (Fig 15)

Eleven or twelve pits within the north-eastern corner of the Southern Enclosure, dating to the middle to
late Iron Age (phases 4 and 5). The earlier pits (563,568,569 and 701) were bee-hive shaped and 1.00-
1.10m or 1.30-1.40m deep. The later pits (470, 577, 572, 574 and 576) were all smaller, at 0.25-0.,Om
deep. Scveral of these pits were so similar in character that may have been dug by one individual.

Pits 701 and 569 were almost entirely filled with freshly excavated chalk rubble, loosely packed and full
ofvoids (Pfatcs 2O,21 ar'd 23), presumably derived from the excavation of other pits or ditches. Pit 563
was at lcast half-filled with similar material, but the upper part had.been recut. There was little in thc
way of larger flint nodules within these deposits, suggesting that they were retained for other uses.

Pit 568 was backfilled with alternate layers of redeposited natural and charcoal rich laycrs containing
occupation debris (Plate 22)- One fill, 543, contained two iron knives (Fig *+, 19 and 20), and the
pottery, which includes saucepan pots, dates the pit to the late Iron Age (200-08C, phasc 5).

A whole pot was abandoned on the edge of pit 577, and pit 571 was backfilled with broken flints.

Pit Group B (Fig 16)

A group of pits on the western side of the Southern Enclosure. Two pits (26 an<J 32) date to the middle
Iron Age, phase 4, while those to the west, and cutting the enclosure ditches are of Iron Agc/early
Roman date.

Pit 26 was one ofthe smallest examples on site, at 0.46m deep. Pit 32 was onr: of the few pits that had
vertical sidcs, though this may have been a result cI upper edge collapsc. It had a thin layer of charcoal
on the base (Fig 16 and Plale 9), composed of both larger charcoal pieces and line dust. An antlcr ring
with an iron object inside it was recoyered from this layer (Fig 29, 13).
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Pit 84 was 1.5m deep. On one side it cut ditch fill but was still shary and unweathered as though not left
open long. A layer at the base of the pit contained small fragments of two querns, one saddle and one
rotary (Fig 28,4 and 5).

Pit 109 was much shallower, and cut pit 84. Both were subsequently recut by shallow, scooped cuts
(106 and 107) whose fills were rich in burnt materials.

Pit Group C (Fig 17)

A cluster of pits (201, 202,203,250 and 75) close to the south-western entrance to the Northern
Enclosure. Many of these may have been cut during phase 3 (500 300 BC), but some had been
disturbed or recut in the Roman period as the upper fills containsd pottery dating to phase 9/10 (c.
AD60-1oo).

All features within the group wcre fairly shallow; tbe deepest was 0.80m deep. Pit 202 contained two
complete and two partial clay loomweights, all recovered from the final fill (182) (Fig 27, 1 and 2).

Pit and Posthole Group D (Fig 18)

At the no hem end of the Northern Enclosure there was a cluster of eleven pits and five postholes or
post-pits. They are dated by pottery to the early Iron Age (phase 3, c. 50{i-30OBQ, although pit 534
contain€d pos!-Dedieval pottery and was clearly related to the more extensive quany pits to the
immediate wcst. A single pit (407) also contained some Roman pott€ry in its upper fill from laler
disturbance, as occu ed more extensively within Pit Group E .

There was a variety in the shapes and sizes. Pit 360 was one ofthe largest on the site, atjust over 3.0m
in diameter, but it was only 1.35m deep. Within its base there was a remrant of an earlier, deeper
beehive-shaped pit, bottoming 1.60m below the ground surface. At the digging of the later pit a layer of
rammed chalk rubble and powder up to 40mm thick formed a clean base to the new pit, concealing the
earlier fill pit. Another beehive-shaped pit, 310, contained a thin primary layer of ash/burnt material.
The fills above this appeared to derive from natural siltin& but the upper fills were dumped layers rich in
ashy material, burnt clay, burnt flirit and charcoal, and included a chalk spindle whorl (Fig 29, 9).

Pit 407 was cylindrical and 1.35m deep. It was unique as jt had the remnant of a clay lining adhering to
its upper sides (Fig 18). Behind the lining, the chalk was also much smoothed- It may have been used
as water pit. Some Roman pottcry in the middle and upper fills (phase 9, AD 60-100), suggests that the
pit was either late in date had been disturbed by later activity, a small iron "washer" was recnvered from
these fills (Fig 29, 17).

Postpits 176, 2!L and 273 were up to 0.50m deep and 176 contained placed chalk pieces in its upper
lill, although this was not m sit post-packing. The fill of post-pit 194 contained much chalcoal, burnt
clay and flint, while post-pit 191 contained a concentration of small llints that may have acled as post-
packing.

Pit Group E (Fig 19)

This group of substantial pits lay along tho castern side of the Northern Enclosure, with the latest
cxamplc, 601, cutting the filled enclosure ditch. Thrcc o[ lhe pits qontBined Romao pottsry in their
middlc and or upper fil ls indicating an episode of later disturbancc (348, 413 and 514).

Most of thc deeper pits, within the range 1.20m to 1.94m decp, werc bcehive-shaped. They were lil led
with a mixture oI redeposited natural and a variety of dumpcd deposits including domestic debris. Three
pits contained placed deposits of animal remains. Pit 348 containcd an ox-skull that had been carefully
placed on a ledge in the pit side (Fig 19 and Plate 18). In pit 450, which was 0.80m deep, an ox skull
was dcposited on the western side of the base. Within the lower li l ls of pit 488 there was a dog burial
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(Fig 20 and Plate 17). The young animal was found propped in a standing position against the southern
side of the pit, facirg west. Bccause the surrounding fill was so compact, little slumping of the carcass
had occurred.

Pits 450 and 540 coltained humic lenses rich in burnt deposits, and the uppermost 0.30-0.40m of each
had a common final fill, context 458, which included a possible buried turf-line and an episode of
ploughing represe ted by a lens of stones and chalk. This could well reflect agricultural activity
occurring over the abandoned Northern Enclosure during the later life of the Southcrn Erclosure (Phase
5 and onward).

Pit Group F (Fig 20)

Two pits tay withil the south-westem corner of the Southern Enclosure, and are dated to the later Iron
Age (phases 5-7, 2008C-AD45). Pit 28 was shallow, with an uneven base, and it is uncertain whether
this feature was a "working hollow" or an infilled tree bowl. To the south there was a sequence ofthree
shallow pits (33, 334 and 35).

Other pits

There were several isolated pits located both within and outside the main enclosures. The largest pit on
the site lay within the area ofthe Southern Enclosure entrance (Fig 6,265, phase 3, 50ti-3008c). It had
probably been beehive shaped, but the top had eroded into a wide cone. The fills contained large
amounts of charcoal, firecracked flint and burnt clay, and fill (221) had a unique matrix, similar to
Fuller's earth.

Pit 824 (dated to phases 6/7, AJ]o-'$) lay just inside the later, eastern entrance to the Southem
Enclosure. It had fairly unweathercd sides, presewing in situ pick marks (Plate 24). The pit had been
filled by a mixture of natural processes, some possibly a result of natural erosion into slalding water,
The backfil included concentrations of burnt materials, and included totary quern fragments (Fig 28, 6
ard 7) a Colchester derivative brooch and a piece of perforated bone (Fig 29, 10 and 14), and other
finds.

The postholes

Only 35 postholcs, post-pits and stakeholes were pfesent, the majority of which lay within the northern
enclosure. Although the postholes generally occurred in small groups, no patterning could be discerncd
which might indicate the presence of former structures.

Posthole Group A (Fig 21)

Five postholes (679, 681, 683, 685 and 687) of differing shapes and sizes formed a rough arc, possibly a
fence-line, set back from the northern cntrance to the Southern Enclosure. Post-pit 576, and a shallow
double posthole, 471, within Pit Group A (Fig 15) rnay have been outliers belonging to this group.

Posthole Groun B (Fig 22)

A clustcr of eight postholes and small post-pits lay within the south-easterl area of the Northcm
Enclosurc. They may represent an irregular four-porit structure. Small fragments of fired clay, possibly
from loomweights, were tecovered from around this group and within posthole 3?1.

Postholes 320 and 321 were shallow, the rcmainder (463, 465, 467, 469, 536), were morc substantial, at
up to 0.50m deep. Features 536 and 463 may havc bcen small pits, and 536 cut a tree-throw (538).
Postholc GrouptQ Fig. 22)
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Thirteen small postholes, stakeholes and pits lay within the central area of the Northern Enclosure and to
the west of an area of rutted and dirtied clay-with-flints, context 303. Some postholes contained
fragments of burnt clay, and layer 3O3 contained many fire-cracked flints and charcoal flecks. This area
nay thersforc have been used for weaving, possibly within a structure whose limits werc not clearly
defined. There was no obvious patterdng to thc postholes, but it is possible that some may have been
pairs of posts supporting weaving frames.

Pit 160 had a beehive profile and an unusually uneven basc. It was filled with silts and chalk fills rich in
occupation debris and burnt material, This included small loomweight fragments, and part of ceramic
spoon or ladle (Fig 30, 25). A worn nodule of iron pyritcs may have been a strike-alight. Pit 275 was
of similar proportions, but had vertical sides and a flat base. Abovc the primary silt there was a curious
layer of deliberatcly laid, closely fitting chalk blocks (Plate 13).

Other isolated postholes

A solitary, undated posthole (637) lay outside the Southern Outlying Boundary ditches (Fig 11). It was
almost completely filled with charcoal.

The inhumation (Figs 10 and 23)

The inhumation burial of a woman aged 50 years was found in a partially filled pit outside the Southern
Enclosure (43). The body was lying on its right side, tightly clouched, with the head to the south and
facing east. The arms were pulled in tight towards the body, perhaps indicating that they had been
bound. The skeleton was poorly preserved with few of the smaller bones surviving. There were no
specific grave goods accompanying the burial, but the undellying fill contained a ceramic ladle (Fig 30,
24) and sherds of late Iron Age/early Roman pottery (phase 7, 0-AD45).

The pit sides were near vertical but eroded towards the top, suggesting that it had been open for some
time before it was used as a grave. After the addition of the burial it was backfilled with a sterile dark
grey-brown silt.

Other features

A scatter of irregular disturbances of the natural chalk and clay-with-flint across the site are interpreted
as possible tree-throw holes. The majority of these features were isolated and fairly shallow, possibly
representing small trees or larger bushes, perhaps removed as activity encroached upon them, rather than
a widespread episode of clcarance. At the south-eastern corner of the site there were two substantial
areas of shallow disturbance (Fig 10) dated to the early Roman period (phases 7/8, N)45-60). It may be
that two large trees with shallow root boles were uprooted in order to afford better access to the new
Southern Outlying Boundaries.

J.8
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THE IRON AGE AND ROMAN POTTERY by Dr Malcolm Lyne

Introduction

The site produced 4496 sherds (513889) of pottery ftom 224 contexts representing ten phases
and sub-phases of occupation ranging in date from the Early Iron Age to c.AD100. The
phasing at Kennel Farm is more complex than that for other contemporary sites in the
Basingstoke area and has the potential to contribute to refining the dating of Iron Agc pottery
in Northem Hampshire and adjacent areas.

Methodologr

All of the pottery assemblages wele quantified by numbers of sherds and theh weights per
fabric. These fabrics were classified using a x8 magnification lens with in-built metric scale
for determining the natures, forms, sizes and fuequencies of added inclusions: finer fabrics
were further examined using a x30 magnification microscope with in-built artificial
illumination source. None of the assemblages were large enough for quantification by
Estimated Vessel Equivalents (EVEs) based on rim sherds (O on 1975).

Fabrics

Three numbered fabric ssries were drawn up with the prefixes IA, GB and R, for Iron Age,
Gallo-Belgic and Roman respectively. Concordances with the fabric series for Brighton Hill
(Rees 1995) have been made where possible.

Iron Age

IA.1 Soft, handmade, cream-buff fabric with spa6e up to 5.0mm chatk filler.

lA.2 Friable orange-brown fab c with moderate chaff filler. ?Briquetage.

L4,3 Coarse, handmade, lumpy black fabric with profuse up to 6.0mm calcined flint, fossil shell and
ironstone filler. The cnrliest fabric on the site and ir the most poorly preparcd clay.
Represented by tragmcnts of a cauldron from context 449, pit 450. Early Iron Age.

IA.4 Friable brown-black fabric with no obvious filler.

LA.SA Soft, handmade fabric with profuse silt-sizcd to 0.2mm quartz sand 1illcr. This and the
following fbur fabric variants wefe by far the most common group of wares in use during the
Early Iron Age and earlier part of the Middle Iron Age.

L4-5Ij Micaceous variant of the above.

IA.5C Soft, handmade fabric with profuse silt-sized to 0.2mm quartz-sand filler and chaff
impressions.

Soft, handmade labric with profuse silt-sized to 0.2mm quartz filler and occasional up to 5.0
mm whi le  l l i n t  anr l  i r , rns tone ine lus ions .

Coarser version wilh up to 0.5mm quartz fi l ler.

Handnade, lumpy black-brown fabric with silt-sized quartz and up to 2.0mnr grog filler with
occasional white fl int inclusions-

4,2

4.3

Northamptonshi re Archacology Pagc 14 of 45



Kenncl Farm Basingstoke, Hampshire, Site F: Excavation 1998

l1..7 Handmade fabric with profuse up to 1.0mm multi-coloured quartz (mainly up-to 0.3mm) and
occasional larger up-to 10.Omm ironstone pebbles.

IA.8A Handmade, black fabdc with profuse up to 2.0mm calcined-flint filler and polished surfaces. A
middle Iron Age fabric used for saucepan pots and other forms.

LA.8B Handmade, grey-black fabric with sparsc ill-sorted up to 3.0mm calcined flint filler.

L{SC Similar fabric but with additional grog.

IA.9 Handmade fabric with profuse grog and occasional up to 2.0mm white flint.

IA.10 Handmade black fabric with profuse ilfso ed up to 1.0mm alluvial flint grit and grog filler.

IA.11 Handmade fabric with very profuse 0.1 to 1.0mm calcined flint filler and polished surfaces. A
middle Iron Age fabric.

IA,l2 Handmade black fabric with profuse up to 0.2mm quartz and sparse to moderate up to 2.0mrn
calcined flint filler. Included in Fabric 4 at Brighton Hill South.

IA.13A Patchy orange/black Silchester ware wilh profuse up to 5.0mm calcined flint filler. Included in
Fabric 1 at Brighton Hill South, c. AD 30-60.

IA.13B Patchy orange,/black Silchester ware with profuse up to 5.0mm calcined flint and grog. c. AD
30-60.

IA.13C Oxidised orange Silchester ware vadant with profuse up to 1.0mm multi-coloured quartz and
moderate up to 2.0mm calcined flint fillef. Fabric 4 at Brighton Hill South. c. AD30-60.

IA.14A Handmade 'Belgic' gog-tempered ware with lumpy polished surfaces. Included in Fabric 7 at
Brighton Hill South. c.50 BC-AD50.

Ld14B Wheel-turned 'Belgic' grog-tempered ware with smooth polished surfaces. Included in Fabric 7
at Bdghton Hill sourh. c.50 BC-AD5O.

IA,14C Wheel-turned fabric with grog and silt-sizcd quartz filleq plus occasional up to O.5mm white
alluvial flint gdt. Polished surfaces. Included in Fabric 7 at Brighton Hill South. I-ate Iron Age.

IA.I4D Similr but with coarser up to 0.5mm quartz inclusions. Included in Fabric 7 at Brighton Hill
South.

IA.15 Very-fine-sanded patchy fired fabric with up to 0.2mm multi-coloured quartz and glauconitic
sand filler. Included in Fabrics 5/6 at Brighton Hill South.

1.4.16,4 Handmadc, soot-soaked black fabric with profuse up to 1.0mm quartz. A c. AD30-60 dated
Wheatley/Alice Holt fabric (Lyne Forthcoming). Included in Fabrics 5/6 at Brighton Hill
South.

IA,168 Wheel-turlled versior ofthe same. Includsd in Fabrics 5/6 at Brighton Hill South.

IA.17A Handmade soot-soaked fabric with profuse silt-sizcd to 0.5mm quartz and grog filler.

IA.17B Wheelturned yersion of the same.
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1A.18 Durotrigian Black-Burnished ware with profusc up to 0.3mm colourless quartz filler. Late Iron
Age.

Gallo-Belqic Imports

GB.t Wheel-turned sand-free grey-ware fired polished cream-buff. Probably a Crntinental impo
but possibly of British origin.

GB.2 Gallo-Belgic White-warc with polished pink-buff surfaces. Fabric 12 at Brighton Hill South.

GB.3A Pale-orange Terra Rubra with darker orange-red internal slip. Rigby's Fabric TR1C (1981). c.
ADl-60.

GB3B Orange Tcrra Rubra with darker patchy brown-black exterior. Rigby's Fabric TPJA (Ibid.). c.
ADl-60.

GB.3C Micaceous Terra Rubra with patchy orange-red colour-coat. C-entral Gaulish. (Timby 2000,
210) c.158C-AD40.

GB.4 Micaceous Terra Nigra. Central Gaulish. Silchester Fabric 820 (Timby 2m0, 208). c. AD1-20.

GB.s Micaceous reddish-brown fabric with profuse up-to 0.20mm white and black inclusions, some
decomposcd granite and occasional larger 2.00mm feldspar. External white slip. Central
Gaulish. Silchester Fabric E19 (Ibid). c.l5BC-AD40.

Roman

R.lA Wheel-turned very fine-sanded greywaf€s from the Alice Holt/Farnham industry (Lyne and
Jefferies 1979, Fabric A) and other sources. Included in Fabric 10 at Brighton Hill South.

R.tB Similar but with surfacc blackening. Included in Fabric 10 at Brighton Hill South.

R.IC Coarse-sandcd Alice HolL/Farnham greyware with profuse up to 1.00mm. quartz and some
larger such inclusions (ibid. Fabrics C and D). Included in Fabric 10 at Brighton Hilt South.

R.2 Wheel-turned vcry finc-sanded greyware fired polished black.

R3A Orange-browo fabric with profuse up to 0.5mm multi-coloured quartz filler.
R3B Wheel-turned, very-fine-sanded orange fabric with proluse up to 0.3mm multi-coloured quartz

fil lcr.

Handmade, black fabric with sparse up-to 1.Omm calcined flint and multi-coloured qua z filler
fircd polished brown-black to orange with orange margins. Although this fabric is listed here in
the Roman section, there is a strong possibility that it is largely pre-Conquest in date.

Baeljcan Dressel 20 Amphora labric.

Wheel{urned sand-liee labric fircd polished grey-black. Fabric 11 at Brighton Hiil South.

R.5

R.6
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The Assemblages

Phases 1 and 2 (c.700 -500BC)

AssemblaM

The fill of the first phasc northern enclosure ditch along its western side (Context 177) was totally
lacking in pottery but the uppermost fill on the east side (Context 343) produced 43 sherds (3469) of
pottery from a situlate jar (Fig 24, 1).

1 Situlatejar in soft rough-brownrblack Fabric IA.5E. Ext. rim diameter 160mm.

The sccond phase of the enclosule ditch on the west side produced a mere four featureless sherds from a
jar in Fabric IA.9.

AssanbbSe 2: Pit 450. Grouo E

The fill of this pit produced six sherds (2229) of pottery, including two thick-walled sherds in patchy-
fired Fabric IA.5A and four large fragments from a cauldron (Fig 24, 2)'

2 Cauldron copying metal prototype in very-coarse black Fabric IA.3 with calcined-flint, fossil
shclt etc. Paralleled at Weybridge, Surrey (Hanworth and Tomalin 1977, fig 17, 103). Harding
(1972) dates the form to c.700-5008C. External rim diameter 300mm approximately.

Assemblase 3: Pit 540. Grourr E.

The various fills of this pit produced a total of 119 sherds (1534 g) of pottery, which were quantified as
follows;

Tuble 2: potlery quann 540

FABRIC NO, OF
SHERDS

4o WEIGHT(Gi 9o

IA,54 41 34.5 oJ-) 41.4
IA.5D 27 72.7 288 18.8
IA.5E 39 3 2.8 285 18.6
L4.9 10 8.4 294 19.2

IA.17A z 1.6 32 2.O
Total 119 1534

Tbis asscmblage is rather small for accurate quantification but it sccms clcar that the overwhelming bulk
of the pottcry (90% by sherd count) vr'as in variants of Fabric IA.5 (Fig 24, 3-10).

3 Situlate jar in patchy black/brown Fabric IA.5E with finger-impressions on the rim and around
the slightly carinated shoulder. C-ontext 551.

4 Another example in similar fabric. Contex1551

5 Another example with finger-impressed m but without a similarly impressed shoulder band,
in lumpy brown/black Fabric IA.5D. Context -541. Thesc vessels (Fig 24, 3, 4 and 5) copy
metal situla prototypes: they were produced ovcr a long period tiom the post-DeYerel-Rimbury
Late Bronze Age until at least 300 BC.

6 and 7 
'Iwo simplerjars in similar fabric, without any dccQration. Context 541.
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8 Deep convex-sided bowl in lumpy black/brown Fabric IA9 with polished exterior. Ext. rim
diameter 140mm. A similar form was present at Weybridge and thought to be a lamp
(Hanworth and Tomahn !977, fig.t7-9$. c.500-300BC. Cortext 541.

9 Anothcr example in similar fabric. Context 541

10 Two shouldered-bowls of l-ongley Type 9b (1980) in handmade black Fabric lA.5A with
brown patches and polished surfaces. Ext. rim diameters 160 and 180mm. The greater pa of
one vessel is present. A similar vessel is illustrated from Andover (Davies 1981, fig f0 -16).
c.1000-5008C. Contexts 541 and 566.

Assemblage 4: Pit 485, Grouo E

The 99 sherds (7819) of pottery from this feature are somewhat deficient in rim and other diagnostic
fragments but include the following piece (Fig 24, 11).

11 Rim from large situla in handmade brown-black Fabdc IA.5D. Context 433.

Assemblase 5: Pit i60 . Group D

This pit produced 132 sherds (16989) of pottery, all of which came from the middle fills (355, 356 and
358) and from just a few pots (Fig 24, 12-15).

12 I-alge part of situlate jar in handmade, reddish-brown to black Fabric IA.5E with finger
impressed rim and similar decoration around the shoulder. Ext. rim diameter 280 mm. Context
356. Another, similar vessel came from C-ontext 355.

13 Another jar wilh less-developed rim in similar fabric fired reddish-browr. Context 355.

1.4 Cauldron with finger-impressed rim edge in buff-brown Fabric IA.5E (Harding 1974, fig 38ts).
Ext. rim diameter 140mm. c.700-500BC. Context 355.

15 Slack-profiled jar in grey-black Fabric IA.5D fired grey-brown with finger-impressed rim.
Context 356.

Phase 3 (c.500-300 BC)

Assemblase 6: Pit 601, Grouo E

Of the 101 sherds (10689) of pottery from this fsature, the largcst assemblage came from tbe bottom fill
60-s (Fig 24, 16-18).

16 Crude, necked jar in handmade, lumpy brown,/black Fabric IA.5D with vertical furrowing on its
body. The form is paraileled in thc carliest occupation at Brighton Flill (Rees 1995, fig 24-3)
and also at Old Down Farm Andover (Davies 1981, fig 21-72). c. 500-200 BC.

77 Another such vcssel in similar fabric but with finger-impressions on the rim top. Ext. rim
diameter 200 mm. Contexts 605 and 608.

18 Proto-saucepan pot in similar fabtic. Also paralleled in the earlicst occupation at Brighton Hill
(Rccs 1995, flg 24-10). Ext. rim diameter 130mm, c.500-200 tsC.

'Ihe other ll l ls produced thc tbllowing pieces (Fig 24, 19):
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19 Handmade necked-jar in lumpy black-brown Fabric IA.5D with traces of knife-trimming on its
exterior- Context 610.

NI Small jar in handmade brown-blaclVorange-brown Fabric IA.5D with finger impressions on its
shoulder and along the outer dm edge. Context 624.

Assemblqgg 7: Pit 265 (Ungrouned)

The many fills of this large pit produced a total of 90 sherds (10549) of pott€ry including parts of the
folf owi n g vessels (Fig 24, 20 -21):

20 Handmade globular lid-seated jar in polished brown/black Fabric IA.5A. Paralleled in Phase 3
at OId Down Farm, Andover, whcre dated c.700-600BC. (Davies 1981, fig 16-57) and at
Weybridge where dated later thar 500BC (Hanworth and Tomalin 1977, fig 15-44). Context
258.

NI Small slack-profiled jar in similar fabric fired brown. Ext. rim diameter 170mm. Similar to an
example from Brighton Hill South (Rees 1995, fig 24-3). c.500-200BC. Context 258.

2I Handmade necked-jar in bricky reddish-brown Fabric IA.8A with diagonal body furowing.
Context 258

NI Two handmade bead-rim jars of Early Iron Age character in lumpy Fabric IA.5A fired patchy
brown/onnge-black Similal to examples from the earliest occupation at Bdghton Hill (Rees
7995, fig24-3). c.500-2008C. Context 221.

A;semblage 8: Pit 160 (Posthole Group-.!e)

The 84 sherds (16289) of pottery ftom this fcaturo include fragments from two unusual ceramic items
(Fig24,22):

22 Two fragments from large ceramic jar in grey-black Fabric IA.8B with moulded spiral Celtic
ornament. Context 157.

The pottery includes the following forms (Fig 24,23-24):

NI Rim sherd from saucepan-pot or crucible in handmade black fabric with profuse up to 0.30mm
quartz and sparse up to 5,0mm ifonstone pebbles.

23 Handmade necked jar with carinated shoulder in lumpy black Fabric IA.5D. Ext. rim diameter
150 mm.

24 Bead-rim jar in simiiar labric fired grey with blackened ext€rior extending over rim. Ext. rim
diameter 160mm.

Phase 4 (c.300-200 BC)

AstembL ge 9: The frrst Southern Enclosure Ditch

The 132 shcrds (24089) of pottery from the excavated sections arc unsuitable lbr quantitication in thal
nearly 100 liagmcnts are from a single storage !'€ssel (Fig25,25).

25 Bead-rim storage-jar in patchy black/reddish-brown Fabric IA.8A fired brown intemally. Ext.
rim diameter 280 mm, Crlntext 007. There arc no othcr rim sherds, although most of the
fragments are of polished calcined-flint tempered Middle lron Age character.
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Phase 5 (c.200-0 BC)

Assemblage 10: The second Southern Enclosure Ditch

Most of the tills of this ditch were lacking in pottery: only three sherds (20g) wcrc retdeved; suggesting
that the leature may havc had a very short life. One ofthe 1wo sherds from the pdmary fill, context 46,
is in the wheel-turned Belgic grog-tempered ware Fabric IA.14B, suggesting a Inte Iron Age date for
the feature. The pottcry ftom the fills ofthe following pits in and around the southern enclosure belong
to Phase 4/5.

Assemblage 11: Pit 26 (Group BI

This pit produced five fresh sherds (1029) from the following vcssel (Fig25,26):

26 Saucepan-pot of St. Catherine's Hilvworthy Down t)?e in polished black Fabric 1.4.10 with
horizontal extemal grooves undcr the rim. Ext. rim diameter 150mm. c. 200-0 BC.

Assembl&ge 12: Pit75 (Group Cl

Most of the fills of tbis pit lacked pottery but one (72) produced 14 sherds (70g) from the following
vesscl (Fig 25, 27):

27 Saucepan-pot of St. Catherine's HillA[orthy Down type in black Fabric I.4.6 with decorated
rim. Ext. rim diameter 200mm. c.200-0 BC.

Assemblase 13: Pit 568 (Grouo A)

The 29 sherds (3949) of pottery ftom this pit include the following (Fig 25, 28-30):

Plain saucepan-pot in brown-black Fabric tA.5D with polished surfaces. c.300-50 BC. Context
567. Not illustrated.

Smaller version in similar fabric fired patchy black/brown/buff with polished surfaces. Ext. rim
diameter 150 mm. Context 564.

Saucepan pot in similar fabric, polished black with brown patches and with a simple groove
below the rim. Ext. dm diameter 13Omm. c.300-50BC. (bntext 555.

Saucepan-pot in soapy orange-brown Fabric IA-14A- Context 543.

Pedestal base in patchy brown/grey Fabric 1A.10- Contcxt 543.

Phase 6 (0-AD.45)

Assemblaee 14: The third Soathern Enclosure Ditch

The 309 sherds (33739) of pottery liom two contexts (99, 102) is large enough lor quantilication by
numbers of sherds and their wcights pcr tabric:
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Table 3: third Southern Enclosure Ditch

FABRIC NO. OF
SHERDS

Vo WEIGHT(G) Vo

IA.4 1 0.3 4 0.1
IA.5.A. 7 22 0.7
IA.5D I 0.3 6 0.2
IA.5D 2 0.6 12 o.4
IA.11 13 38 61.8

IA.14A 17 5.5 252 t . )

tA.14C 48 15.6 394 1L.7
IA.15 3 1.0 z2 0.7
IA,16 I L 3.9 60 1.8
GB.3A 4 1.3 4 0.1
GB.3B 6 2.O 19 0.6
R.3B 15 4.9 4 1.6
R.4 77 25.2 36 10.3
R.X 15 4.9 54 1,.6

Total 307 3373

The most common fabrics are Silchester ware IA.I3A (c. AD30-60), 'Belgic' grog-tempered wares
IA.14A and 1A.14C (C.50BC-AD50) and the handmade patchy-fired Fabric R.4. This assemblage make-
up, coupled with the presence ofTerra Rubra imports and an absence of Romanised grey wares suggests
that the pottery was dumped in the ditch c. AD30-45 (Fig 25, 31-34).

3l Bead-rim jar in black Fabric IA.14A fired buff-brown internally. Ext. rim diameter 200mm.
Similar to example from Well F423 at Silchester (Timby 2000, fig 138, 788). (c.25BC -
AD40)

32 Necked-jar in handmade black Fabric R.4 fired patchy brown-blacldorange with polished
surfaces. Ext. rim diameter 120mm. Another example in similar fabric (Boon 1969, fig 12-46).
Ext. rim diameter :120 mm(c. AD 30-60). Not illusttated.

33 Butfbeaker copy in orange Fabric R.3B with bosses over rouletting. Paralleled at Silchester
(Timby 2000, fig 135, 710), where an Abingdon source is suggested. The fabric appears to be
the same as Timby's Silchester S16 (ibid.).

34 Cam.112 ovoid beaker in orangc Fabric GB.3B with darker patchy brown/black exterior
(TR3A). Ext. rim diameter 65mm. c.AD.l0-40. Sherd from imitation Cam.112 beaker with
comb-stabbed decoration in Fabric IA.16. Not illustrated.

Assemblaee 15: Pit 824 (Untroupedl

The 43 sherds (8Zg) ot pottery from this feature ar6 too few for meaningful quantification but rim
sherds from the following thrce vcssels were present in the material from Context 770 rear the top of the
pit (Fig 2s, 3s-37).

35 Bead-rim bowl with St. Cathcrinc's Hill, Worthy Down typc punched and burnished decoration,
in soot-soaked Fabric IA.10. Parallclcd at Oakridge (Oliver 1992, flg 4-22) where dated c.100-
O BC.

36 Jar o['fhompson Type D2.1 (1982) in patchy buffiblack Fabric IA.14A with polished surfaces.
Ext. rim diameter 160mm (c .0-AD50).

37 Everted rim jar in grey-black Fabric IA-9. Ext. rim diameter 160mm. c. AD.45-60.
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Assemblape 16: The Eastern Outlylns boundirv (Ditch terminal 7121

The fills of this feature produced an assemblage large enough (174 sherds, 14119) for quantification by
numbers of sherds and their weights per fabric:

'able 4: ditch termin&|712

FABRIC NO. OF
SHERDS

Vo WEIGHT(G} Vo

IA.13A z7 15.5 349 24.8
Lq.14B 2 1 . 1 I4 1.0
IA.17A 1 0.6 14 1.0
GB.2 1 0.6 26 1.8
R.IA 58 410 29.1
R.1B 53 30.4 334 23;7
R.1C 7 4 8.1 110 7.8
R.3A 7 4 8.1 56 4.O
R.5 4 96 6.8

Total 174 1409

The make-up of this assemblage differs markedly from that of Asscmblage 14 for the previous phase in
being totally dominated by Romanised greywares (72Vo by shed count), most of which come from the
Alice Hol!{Farnham industry kilns and can be dated c. AD50-90. The continued presence of Silchester
ware sherds and a Gallo-Belgic Whiteware sherd, howeyer, suggest a more precise c. AD50-70 date for
the assemblage (Fig 25, 38).

38 Jar with undercut bead-rim in Alice Holt/Famham grevware Fabric R.lA. Ext. rim diameter
160mm. c.AD50-90.

NI Another example without undercut bead in similar fabric. Ext. rim diameter 180 mm. c. AD 50-
90.

Smaller bead-rim in grey Alice Holt/Farnham Fabric R.1.8 fired black. Ext. rim diameter
I lOmm. c.AD50-90.
Necked and cordoned jar (Lyne and Jefferies Class 1, 1979) in similar fabric with polished
exterior. Ext. rim diameter 220mm. c. AD50-70.

The similarly dated adjacent ditch (713) produced only six shcrds (20g) of very broken up
pottery, all of which is of Late Iron Age charactcr and probably residual. The vadous nearby
pits were completely lacking in pottery.

Altsemblage l7: The Southern Enclosure Ditch

The 792 sherds (95269) of pottery from the ditch fills forms the largest assemblagc lrom the entire site
and was quantified by numbers of sherds and their weights per labric:

NI

NI
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Table 5: southetn enc lo sure ditc h

FABRIC NO. OF
SHERDS

% WEIGHT (G) Vo

IA,5A 8 2.1, 74 0.7
IA,6 2 0.2 ?0 0.?

IA.8A 2.7 166 t .6
IA.8B 51 5.9 299 2.9
IA.8C l o 1.9 92 0.9
IA,9 2 0.2 t2 0.1

IA.11 1 0.1 8 0.r
IA.13A 102 1 1 . 8 1"972 18.8
IA.13B 2-7 926 8.8
IA,13C I O 1 . 9 360 3.4
IA14A 7 0.8 66 0.6
IA.148 39 4.5 470 4.5
IA.14C 0.6 48 0.5
IA 64. 65 7.5 730 7.O
IA,168 4J 5.0 508 4.9
IA.17A 62 7.2 260 2.5
IA,X 1(' 1.9 34 0.3
GB.1 1 0.1 26 0.2
GB.2 3 o-3 1 0 0.1

GB.3A I 0 .1 4 0.1
GB.3C 3 0.3 12 0.1
GB.4 I 0.1 4 0.1
GB.5 4 0.5 38 0.4
R.1A 166 19.3 r977 18.9
R,1B 145 16.8 212& 20.3
R.1C 3 0.3 48 0.5
R.2 3 0.3 58 0.6

R.3A 4 0.5 62 0.6
R.X .)O 4.2 54 0.5

Total 861 10466

This assemblage is characterised by a widc range of fabrics, which is in part due to its size and in part to
a significant residual element derived from the lills of earlier ditghes. The most significant wares are,
however, Silchester Fabric IA.13A (c. AD30-60) and Romanised greyware Fabrics R.1A and R.1B
(c.AD50+). These suggest a date of c. AD45-60 for the <;nclosure ditch. A small group of prc-Conquest
Gallo-Belgic and Central-Gaulish fineware fragments rnay be from vessels which had been treasured for
sevcral decades and only discarded after AD43 whert othsr fincwarc imports became more readily
available (Figs 25 and 26):

Everted-rim storagc-jar in patchy orange-black Silchester Ware Fabric IA.13B (Boon 1969, fig
12-76). F,xt. rirn diameter 320mm. c. AD30-60. Context 45.

Necked storage-jar in similar labric. Ext. rim diameter 2S0mm. c. AD30-60. Context 44.

Bead-rim jar in black Silchester Warc Fabric IA.13.A fired brown internally. Ext. tim diameter
200mm. Similar to examples from Silchcstcr (Timby 2000, fig 126-484). c.AD30- 60. Context
t4

Another example with polished black cxterior. Ext. dm diameter 150mm. Context 452.

NI

39

40

41,
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NI

42

NI

43

44

45

NI

46

Another examplc in similar fabric fired black with buff exteriof (Timby 2000, fig 126-479).
Ext. dm diameter 220mm. c. AD30-60. Context 452.

Lid in similar fabdc. Ext. rim diameter 120mm. Context 452.

Bead-rim storage-jar in oxidised Silchester Wafe variant IA.13C. A Wheatlcy/Alice Holt
product. c.AD30{0. Context 452.

Two small bead-rim jars in soot-soaked Fabric 1,4.164.. Ext. rim diameters 180mm and 140mm
respectively. Context 45.

Bead-rim jar in soot-soaked Fabric IA.168. Ext. rim diameter 160mm. Context 452.

Necked and cordoned ja-r with girth cordon, in patchy brown/black Fabric IA.168 with polished
exterior. Ext. rim diameter 160mm. Context 61.

Necked bowl with broken spout in handmade black Fabric 14..16,4. Ext. rim diametcr 180mm.
Context 366.

Butt-beaker copy in grcy-black handmade Fabric R.2 fired polished black. Context 44.

Necked and cordoned jar in handmade grey-brown Fabric R.1A. Ext. rim diameter 130mm.
Context 60.

Necked jar in flecky grey Fabric R.1A with external polish. Ext. rim diameter 230mm. Context
JOO.

Everted-rim jar in similar fabric with external polish. Similar to example from Silchester (Boon
1969, tig 1,1,-12). Ext. rim diameter l80mm. c.AD50-100. Context 366.

Necked storage-jar in grey-black Fabric R.18. Ext. rim diameter 160 mm. Context 366.

Bead-rim jar in handmade black Fabric IA.14B with polished surfaces. Context 45.

Butt-beakef copy of Thompson Type c5-1 (1982) in black Fabric IA-14C with polished
reddish-brown surfaces. c.0 - AD50. C-ontext 44.

Unusual butt-beaker form in grey Fabric GB.l with polished cream-buff surfaces. Ext. rim
diameter 100mm. Context 45.

Handle tiom flagon in reddish-brown Central Gaulish Fabric Gts.5 with external white sliD.
Paralleled at Silchester (Timby 2000, Fabric E19). c.158C-AD40. (bntext 60.

Beaker rim in off-white to buff Fabric GB.3C with micaceous external marbled oranse-rcd
colour-coat. Ext. rim diameter l20mm. c.15BC-AD40. Context 366.

The assemblage also includcs a small, abraded fragmcnt from an open form in micaceous
Central Gaulish Terra Nigra (c.0-AD20)

NI

48

49

50

NI

5 1

52

NI

Phases 9 and 10. c.AD60-100

Assembl&ge 18: The rccr east-west ditch

The fills of the two succcssive enclosure ditches of phases 7 and 8 on the southern edge of the site
produced very little pottery indoed: the earlier ditches produced a mere 8 sherds (699) and the later cuts
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only one sherd (2g). Most of this material is clearly residual but 'Belgic' grog-tempered ware and Gallo-

Belgic Whiteware fragments are also present

The fills of the first cast-west ditch (229) produced a more substantial 46 shcrds (4879) of Middle/I-ate

Iron Age 1 character, most of which is probably derived from the Phasc 4 Southern Enclosure ditches.

The fills of the recut easl-west ditch (228) yielded 75 sherds (7309) of pottery of which 24 fragments

came ftom the following vcssel:

Pulloy-neck flagon in very-fine-sanded grey fabric fired rough lighfbrown with profuso up-to

0.5mm multi-colourcd quartz and occasional rounded buff grog filler' Ext. rim diameter

120mm. c.AD50-100. C-ontexts 185,186 znd 226.

Fragments from the following three vessels are also present (Fig 26, 53-55.1:

Butt-beaker in Gallo-Belgic Whiteware Fabric GB.z with pinkish-buff surface. Ext. rim
diameter l40mm. c.AD30-60. Coitext t861226.

Necked jar in hard grey-black Fabric IA17A fired polished black-brown Ext. rim diameter
160mm. Cnntext !8 6 I 226.

Seven fresh sberds from an unusual girth or carinated beaker in Terra Rubra Fabric GB.3B with
combed latticing over rouletted band. Context 819.

Discussion

A considerable number of Iron Age/early Roman occupation sites have now becn cxcavatod in
the Basingstoke area, including Kennel Farm (Chapman 2001), Ructstalls Hill (Oliver and
Applin 1979), Viables Farm (Millett and Russell 1984), Brighton Hill South Sites B/C and K
(Fasham and Keevill 1995), Site &Y (Coe and Newman 1992), Oakridge (Oliver 1992),
Cowdery's Down (Millett and James 1983) and Winklebury Camp (Smith 1977).

All of these sites, with the exception of Kennel Farm and Cowdery's Down, lack pottery earlier
than c.500 BC. The pottery sequonces at Oakridge, Ructstalls Hill and Brighton Hill South
Sites B/C and K commence around that date with weak-profiled jars, with or without
furrowing, similar to those in the Kennel Farm Phase 3 Assemblages 6,7 and 8.

The Viables Farm ccramic sequence begins two centuries later with middlc Iron Age saucepan-
pots and other forms in the St. Catherine's Hill,ryVorthy Down tladition. Pottery decorated in
this tradition is also present amongst plainer fbrms in middle Iron Age assemblages from
Ructstalls Hill (Oliver and Applin 1979, fig18), Viables Farm (Millett and Russell 1984, figs 6
and 7), Brighton Hill South (Fasham and Keevill 1995, fig 24-2I,25,27), Winklebury (Smith
7977 , tig 35, 2-3) and Oakridge (Oliver 1992, fig 4)

The latest Iron Age pottery from all of these sites has a similar range of fabrics and fbrms:
most of the storage vessels, lids and bead-rim cooking-pots are in calcined-flint tempered
Silchester ware viriants and necked and cordoned jars and butt-beaker copies occur in both
'Belgic' grog{empered ware and in soot-soaked vcry-fine-sanded fabrics of probable
Wheatley/Alice Ilolt origin (Lyne Forthcoming). One way in which the pottery assemblages
of this and prc-Flavian date at Kennel Farm differ from those from thc other Basingstoke area
sites lies in the presence of a variety of exotic Gallo-Belgic Terra Rubra and Whiteware and
Central Gaulish imports of both Late Iron Age and pre-Flavian date. The othcr Basingstokc
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sites are either lacking in such wares or have just one or two sherds. What this suggests is that
the inhabitants of the Kennel Farm farmstead were of higher social status than those of the
other sites; a situation which may have been due to the farmstead being founded earlier than
those around it.

These C-ontinental imports may have been obtained at C.alleva, where such wares are quite
common, or acquired through gift exchange. The sources of most of the other late Iron Age
warcs are unknown, but at least 6Va of the Assemblage 14 sherds (Fabric 14.16) came from
production sitos at Whoatley and in Alice Holt on the Hampshire/ Suney border (Lyne
Forthcoming); the precuruer of the Roman Alice Holt{Farnham pottery industry (Lyne and
Jefferies 1979). Wares from that sourc€ in Fabrics IA.13C, IA.16A, 1.{.16B and R.lAe R.lB
and R.lC rapidly increased in significance at Kennel Farm after the Roman Conquest to nearly
half of the pre-Flavian Asscmblage 17. This massive increase in supply of such wares was
also noted at Ructstalls Hill (Oliver and Applin 7919,72) and Oakridge (Oliver 1992,68).

Some of the rural farmstead sites in the Basingstoke area show a sharp fall-off in volumes of
pottery present on the sites after AD60/70 and virtually nothing later than c. AD100. This
phenomenon occurs at the present site, Brighton Hill South and Ructstalls Hill: in the case of
Ructstalls Hill, tiny amounts of c. AD70-270 dated pottery may indicate a cossation of
occupation within the farmstead enclosure but its retention as a livestock pen visited
occasionallv bv herdsmen.

TTIE FINDS by Ian Meadows, Tora Hylton aad Andy Chapman

A total of 59 numbered finds were recovered from the excavation. as tabulated bv material
type and function below.

Table 6: Finds cateporised bv materiol
MATERIALTYPE QUANTITY

C-opper allov z
Iron 18
Lcad I
Bone 3
Antler z
Baked clay 18
St0nc t 4
Miscellaneous 1
Total 59
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Tabk 7: Finds

FTINCTIONAL CATEGORY NUMBER

Personal Pos6es6ions

C-ostume and jewellery 2

Personal equipment 1

EouiDment and fu rnishins!

General ironwork I

Nails 6

Kdves 3

Honevrubbiog stones 3

Flint tools

Metal working I

Textilc working 18

Misc, bone/ander tools 2

Quems 6

Miscellaneous arld unidetrtilied

Iron 9

llad 1

Antler and bone I

Crramic 2

Stone 2

Clay weights

A total of 6.825kg of fired clay was rccovered. The majority of this probably comes from
triangular loomwcights, but as a result of the low temperature firing many examples had
fragmented and could not be fully reconshucted. However, as many as 15 weights may be
represented. They were mainly recovered from the deep storage pits where some had been
deliberately deposited as partial or near complete weights. This includes a single substantial
assemblage ftom pit 202, which comprised two complete and two partial weights (Fig 2i7, L anrJ
2). Another pit, 156, produced a partial loomweight, but the other contexts produced only small
pieces of certain or probable loomweights. Those complete enough to identify are all triangular
weights with corner pcrforations, Poole's type 1 (Poole in Cunliffe 1984, 401-406), apart from a
single example from a cylindrical weight (Fig 27, 3).

The majority of the loomweights are in a sandy clay with sparse inclusions of flint, although thase
may be 10-30mm in length. A few examples have frequcnt inclusions of rounded challl from 5-
20mm. The presence of voids indicated that some were grass or straw tempered, while a few had
a finc a.lmost temper-fiee labric. They typically have bright orange to orangc/rcd fa@s and cdges,
with the reduced cores dark grey to grey black in colour. The surfaces are usually roughly
smoothed and sometimes \MiDed to a smoother finish.
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Fragmented on excavation but partially reconstruct€d.
Fabric: Very sparse flint inclusions, includes pieces of up to 30mm, and voids from grass oJ straw temp€r.
Dark grey core with orange surface and edges.
Dimensions: base to apex, 165mm x 160mm x damaged, thickness > 55mm, pcrforations 10mm diameter
Weight: 1.13kg (injoining pieces, approx. 45-507" of whole)
Estimated original weight: 2.25-2.50kg
SF42, Contcxt 182, pit 202, Crroup C, phase 3

Fragmcntcd on excavation but partially remnstruct€d.
Fabric: Very sparse inclusions of small flint pieces and voids from straw. Dark grey core and one face also
dark grey, other surface and edges orange to orangefed; the pre-sencr of the reduced face indicates that it
was fired whilst lying on its side. One of the faces was noticeably smoother suggesting it had been wipod,
one patch of wiping marks suwives
Dimensions: base to apex, 160mm x 155mm, thickness,69mm, side, complete side measured 175mm.
Suspension holes 11-13mm diameter
Weight: 1.42kg (injoining pieces, approx. 60-6570 of whole)
Estimated original weight: 2.20-2.35k9
SF43, Context 182, pit 202, Pit Group C, phase 3

Two, non-joining, fragments probably part of a cylindrical clay weight. The suwiving areas of original
surface are all wet-wiped and one of the angular edges preseryes a groove, possibly where the thread has
cut back into the soft clay body.
SF53, Context 80, pits 84/109, Group B, phase 5

Worked stone

Ouems

A total of seven fragments from five querns were recovered. There is a single example of a
saddle quern, three definite examples of rotary querns (one upper stone, two lower stones) and
a small fragment with a smoothed and pecked surfacc that is probably from a further rotary
quern (Fig 28, 4-7).

Three joining fragments of a saddle quern. The grinding surface is slightly convex and moderately worn
through use. The underside is very markedly convex with slight evidettce for deliberate shaping.
Dimensions: width c. l95mm, up to 60mm thick.
SF6 & 7, Context 107, pit 84, Group B, phase 5

A fragment oI a (?) Grecnsand lower stone from a rotaty quern,
Dimensions: 21mm thick at edge, flaring to 40mm at break. Original diameter c.340mm.
SF5, C4ntcxt 106, pit 84, Group B, phase 5

A fragment of a lower stone from a rotary quern. The outer edge is drcsscd with clear peck marks, and
the underside has also been slightly dressed. The grinding surfacc has a series of concentric grooyes
which had not been cut though the resistant quadz pebble inclusions (?Greensand).
Dimensions: a central, drilled rynd socket is 60mm dccp, and tapors from 25mm to c. 1Omm diameter.
Original diameter c. 300mm, 100mm thick
SF24, Context 773, pit 824, phase 6/7

Part of a lower slone of a rotary qucrn. None of the original edge survives and the base has bccn
roughly flattered. "fhe grinding surlacc is convex dropping sharply from a centfal ridge that lay around
the central rynd socket.
Dimensions: the rynd sockel is c. 30mm diamctcr by 50mm deep. Original diameter at least 340mm
SF40 Context 790, pit 824, phases 6/7
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Other stone objects

Thcrc arc thrce other stones objects, a spindle whorl (Fi929,9), a possible hone (SF35, context
795, ditch 792), and an irregular piece of chalk with a groove that may have been a perforation
on a fragmented chalk weight (SF59, context 560, pit 563).

A spindle whorl of chalk.
Dimensions; 44mm diameter and a maximum thickness of 20mm. The hourglass perforation flares lrom
10mm diameter to 15mm at ths ends.
SFzl, Context 454, pit 310, Group D, phase 3

Metalwork

Although some pieces of metalwork come from later Iron Age contexts (phase 5,
it is most likely that they belong to the latter part of the period, probably only
dating thc remainder of the assemblage that comes from early Roman contexts
ADO-100).

Copper allov

c. 200-0BC),
shortly pre-
(phases 6-9,

The two copper alloy items, a pair of tweezers and a Colchester derivative brooch (Fig 29, 10),
are both likely to be of Roman date. They were recovered from the surface fill of the Southern
Enclosure ditch of phase 7/8 and the upper fill of pit 824, phase 6/7, respectively.

10 Brooch, Colchester derivative. Tbe surface of the bow is decorated with two converging lines of dots.
The surviving fragment of catch-plate is plain. lnst quarter of the first century AD.
5F23, Cantext 770, pit 824, phase 6n

Lead

I7

A single small fragment of scrap lead sheet (NI) was recovered ftom the surfacc of Southern
Enclosure ditch, phase 5/6 (SFl7, Context 239).

hon

A total of 18 iron objects was recovered, including 3 k ves,6 nails and 9 miscellaneous and
unidentifiablc items (Figs 29 and 30, 15-23).

Nail with a massive and inverted pyramidal head with only limited edge burring.
Dimensions: rectangular sectioned head,9 x 12mm, and a 54mm long shank.
SF11, context 470, posthole 471

Part ofajoiners dog, comprising the back and one ofthe spikes,20mm lorg, bent and missing its tip.
Dimensions: 35mm long and about 15mm widc.
SF14, metal dctccting lind, U/S

"Washer", probably used to reinforce the surfacc of an organic object into which nails bad bccn driven.
Dimensions: 38 x 24mm, pierced by two nail holes, one fragmentary, the other 8 x 11mm.
SF15, context 406, pit 407, phase 9

Part of a blade. Both edges curved in to a point. There is a crescanlic indentation on the inner edge.
The piece is perhaps one blade lrom a pair of shears.
Dimensions: 85mm long and up to 29mm deep

l )

1 6

1ti
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SF18, Context 330, pit 348, Group E, phase 7/8

Knife with a convex back and a solid handle continuing the same linc, and terminating in a round knob.
The blade thickens to a maximum of 23mm wide . The handle varies from 9-13mm diameter. A slightly
larger example was found at Hod Hill (Manning 1985 120-1 fig30noQ94).
Dimensions: a total length of 210mm of which 120mm was the blade.
SF25, Context 543, pit 568, Pit croup A phase 5

A scale tang knife blade. The bladc curves up at one end to a straight back. The scale tang is 40mm long
and 20mm widc and is pierced by two rivets on ths mid-line. This form is defined by Manning 1985 as
type 7 and it is suggested that small examples may have served as razors.
Dimensions; 110mm long and up to 30mm deep by 3mm thick.
SF 26, Context 543, pit 568, Pit croup A" phase 5

A part of a socket from a large tool.
Dimensions: 45mm deep with a diameter of c. 35mm.
SF29, C-ontext 570, pit 571, Pit Group A phase 5

A short strip-of iron, 50mm tong with a rcstangular cross-section of 7 x zmm, One end has beert twisted
through 180", but as it is inmmplete it is unclear whether it was part of a larger item, perhaps as a
handle.
SF27, Context 778, pit 824, phase 6/7

Object with a ccntral groove on onc side, possibly part of a gouge.
Dimensions; 130mm lon& 10mm wide and 7mm thick
SF58, Context 560, pit 563, Pit croup A, phase 5

Worked bone

A total of five items of worked bone and antler was recovered. Two of these are probable
pinbeaters, associated with weaving, and there is an antler handle and an antler ring of
uncertain function (Fig 29, 11-14).

A pin beatet formed from a sawn immature shccp metapoidal. Thc sawn surface, although still bearing
tmccs of lateral saw marks, is highly polished and worn through usage. At the upper end there is a 5mm
diamcter drilled hole, presumably to take a thong for suspension.
Dimcnsions: 114mm long
SF20, Contoxt 448, pit 348, Pit Group E, phasc 7-8

A handlc, formed from a length of antler tine sawn at each end. A3mm square iron tang is inserted in
the smaller end and projects 5mm. Its small size suggests it is the stump of an awl rather than a blade.
Dimcnsions: 58mm long, 24mm to 8mm diamctcr
SF55, Context 83, pit 84, Pit Group B, phase 5

A ring, formed from a section sawn from an antler, It was found with a small pointcd iron object loosc
inside the ring. A similar object was recovered from Winnal Down (Winham, in Fasham 1985, 94-5,3).
Dimensions: 20mm long, external diamcter 29mm, central parforation 15mm diameter,
SF8, Context 110, pit 32, Pit Group B, phase 4

Bone fragment, 30mm long, blackened presumably through hurning. A perforation, 4mm diameter, is
present in one face. Broken at botb ends but is likely to be part of a pin beater.
SF 30, context 784, pit 824, phase 617

1 1

7 4
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Ceramic

Parts of two ceramic spoons were recovered, one of which came from pit fill beneath an
inhumarion burial, pit 43 (Fig 30, 24-25).

Ceramic spoon, two non-joining fragments. in clay containing fine flint grits as temper' The rod shaped
handle is short, at 40mm long. The bowl is 50mm wide, at lcast 66mm long and 10mm deep, the inner
surface showing signs of f inger shaping.
SF54, Context 42, Grave 43, phase 7-8

Ceramic spoon, fragment of the handle and bowl. Similar to 24 but with a steep-sided flat-bottomed

bowl (Fabric IA.SD).
SF39, Cnntext 157, pit 160, posthole group C, phase

Discussion

The finds assemblage is typical of a later Iron Age/early Roman farmstead, but it is too limited
to make many general statements about the economy of the site.

Fragments and near complete examples of triangular clay loomweights indicate the on-site
processing of wool, and this is further reflected by the recovery of spinning and weaving tools
including a spindle whorl and pin beatets. Similarly, the possible part of a pair of shears may
indicate the farming of sheep around the site. The only other tools were a knife, a possible
gouge, a possible awl and the socket from a further tool.

Pieces of ironwork such as nails and a joiners dog probably derive from timber buildings'
Binding strip fragments and possible handles could have been structural or from wooden
boxes. The presence of both rotary and saddle querns indicates the processing of grain to
satisfy domestic requirements.

Personal items belong to the early Roman activity, and include a pair of tv/eozers, a first
century brooch, and a possible iron razor.

THE ANIMAL BONE by Karen Deighton

Introduction

Approximately 1750 fragments of animal bone were alalysed, The fragments werc sorted into
identifiable and unidentifiable elements, according to sclected diagnostic zones (see tables 8-
14). These were then identified using Schmidt (1972) for post-cranial elements and Hillson
(1983) for teeth and mandibles. Recording is in accordance with Halstead (1985), using
MinA.U. (Minimum anatomical unit) whereby each bone is held to bave a proximal and a
distal half. Species, fusion, side, modificatittn, butchery and fragmentation were recorded
where possible for each bone element. Ribs and vertebrae were noted but not included in thc
quantification. Partial skeletons were excluded to avoid species bias. Fusion follows Silver
(1969), butchcry is after Binlbrd (1981). Ageing of mandibles follows Payne fbr sheep/goat,
Grant (1982) for pigs and Halstead (1985) after Payne (1973) fbr cattle.

Prcservation of the bone was average. Fragmcntation was high at 88.5 %, rendering only
51.5% of the assemblage idcntifiable to species level. Surt'ace abrasion was fairly low as was

6.1
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canid gnawing (noted on 14% of bone), and two possible incidences of rodent gnawing were
also noted. These factors appear to be indicative of rapid burial fbllowing deposition.
Evidence for butchery was low at only 47o, as was evidence for burning at 1.2%. One possible
example of pathology was noted, on a Cow proximal metatarsal.

Two site phases were not tabulated due to the paucity ofbone fragments: Phase 2 containing
only 11 fragmcnts from 2 contexts, and Phase 7 containing only 13 fragments,

Species present

The assemblage largely contained domestic species i.e. horse, cow, pig, ovicaprids (sheep and
goat) and dog. Deer was noted in small quantities. Two indeterminate bird bones (one
juvenile) werc observed. Rodent bones (possibly mouse) were seen in four contexts, small
mammal (possibly rabbit) in three contexts and amphibian in five. This is probably the result
of burrowing activities or could suggest that features remained open and acted as pitfalls.

Table 8: Soecies by anatomical element

Element Equus Bos Jas Ovicaprid Sheep/goa(
roe

Cemkl Canis

Scapula T2 4 10
P,humerus 20 1 0 15 -) I
D.humerus l 4 I4 5 I
P.radius T7 5 JZ 10 1
D.radius T2 5 JZ 20 1 1
Ulna 1 1 4 5 1 I
P.Mc. 2 16 a t
D.Mc. 2 8 16 o I
Pelvis 10 2 9 1
P.femur 9 4 15 6
D.femur 7 5 15 6
r.rDla 13 6 53 14
D.ribia 2 17 5 56 9
Astragulus 2 2
Calsaneus 1 3 I
P.Mt 1 9 36 1 0
D.Mt 1 7 36 10
Phalanx 1 2 I 5
Phalanx 2 I
Phalanx 3
Horncorg 7 t
Occipital
Condvle

z z

Antlcr 1
Mandible I 8 1 1 2
Teeth 9 20 10 28 1
P.Mo 4 1 3 6
D. MP 5 2 3 6
Total 17 95 429 tL7 4 6
To 1 . 8 25.8 10.6 47.7 I J 0.4 0.7
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Body parts

All the major species (cow, ovicaprid, pig) were represented by all body parts except for the
third phalanx and pig metapodials. A dominance of tibia is seen for sheep/goal and distal
humerus for cow and pig.

Partial skeletons

Evidence for neonatal animals consists largely of partial skeletons as follows:

1. Partial calf skeleton (788, pit 824) comprising neonatal limb bones and ribs.

2. Partial calf (791, pit 824) comprising neonatal skull fragments, astraglus, phalangees,
mctatarsal.

3. Partial pigler (791, pit 824) comprising the remains of approximately two neonatal
piglets ribs, mandiblcs, limb bones and skull fragments.

4. Juvenile pig Qza, pit 172) comprising the mandible, fore limbs a distal tibia and
calcaneum plus a few ribs and vertebrae. All the long bones were unfused and the first
molar was unerupted.

5. Dog (508, pit 488). Phase 3. This skeleton was complete. The animal was on its chest
with its legs and neck flexed. There was no evidence of butchery and the absence of
surface weathering suggests burial took place immediately. All the long bones are
fused and the presence of complete adult dentition just coming into wear suggests a
young adult.

Discussion

All phases were dominatcd by ovicaprids followed by cow then pig. As no roe deer were
positively identified it would seem reasonable to assume that elements categorised as
sheep/goat/roe deer are probably ovicaprid. Comparisons between phases are unreliable due to
the small numbers, although the increase in ovicaprid between phases five and six/seven is
worth noting.

Patterns in kill off ages and the nature of husbandry were assessed. Dental evidence for 8o.s
and Sus was too small to be meaningful in terms of kill off pattems and the nature of
husbandry. For cattle, only four mandibles could be agcd, which all represented young adult
animals. Seven pig mandibles also represented young adult animals. This is fufiher
substantiatod for both species by the fusion evidence, where it could be detected. For horse,
the dental evidence seems to suggest mature individuals. Twenty-onc Ovicaprid mandibles
were aged. These were dominated by young adult animals, aged 2-3 years, but individuals of
2-(r months and 8-10 years were also represented. A comparison of sheep/goat husbandry by
phase was not possible due to the small nurnbers of mandibles in each phase. Evidence for all
species suggests a reliance on prime meat. For Ovicaprids a strategy of husbanding primarily
for meat (as opposed to milk or wool) could be tentatively postulated.

The lack of butchery evidence on the neonatal partial skeletons suggests deliberate burial and
not consumption waste. The low incidence of butchery evidence for the faunal assemblage as
a whole renders inter-phase comparisons of butchery techniques impossible. Cut marks on
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bones are mostly indicative of dismembering, although some evidence for chopping and
filleting were also present. Butchery evidence was prescnt on bones from all the major
species. Patteming of body part representation is obscured by the small numbers of fragments
from individual phases.

Again, comparisons with other sites are tentative due to the small quantity of material per
phase. A comparison between the middle Iron Age Kennel Farm Site A (Locker, in Chapman
2001) and phase 3 at Kcnnel Farm F shows the same species range but with the addition of
deer at the latter. Partial dog and ovicaprid skelctons are also seen at Site A in pits, but the
range is extended at the present site to include calf and piglet. The low numbers of deer are
expected for the Iron Age. The relative percentages of the main species compare well to the
Iron Age in Britain as a whole, as does the apparent slaughter of young adult animals.

'abIe9: anatomical element

Element Bos Sus Ovicaprid Sheep/goat/
roe

Scapula I 1
P,humerus 2 2 6 ?
D.humerus z 2 5
P.radius 1 2 1,
D.radius 2 1
Ulna 3 I
P.Mc. 1
D.Mc. I 1
Pelvis t I I
P.femur 3 J 3 2
D.femur 2 3 4 2
P.tibia t 2
D.tibia 2 3
Astraqulus
Calcaneus I I
P,M.T. I 5 3
D,M.T. 1 5 3
Phalanxl
PhalanxZ
Phalanx3
Occipital.
C.ondyle
Horn core
Antler
Mandible I
Teeth 2 1 _t
P.M.P 2
D.M.P 2
Total 1 7 16 52 t7
Vo 16.7 15.7 50.9 1,6.7
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Phalanxl I
Phalanx2
Phalanx3
Horn cote Antler
Occipital
Condvle.
Mandiblc 2 ?
Teeth 4 I 6
P.M.P
D.M.P 1
Total I 19 7 49 8 I
% 1.2 8.2 s7.6 9.4 1.2

Table 1.2: Soecies bv anatomical element
Element Equus Bos Sus Ovicaprid Sh/stlroe
Scapula 1
P.humerus 2 2 2
D.humerus 2 z
P.Radius I 7 2
D.Radius 1 7 z
Ulna 2
P.M.C. 2 I
D,M,C. I 2 1
Pelvis 4 3
P.Femur 2 1
D.Femur 2 1
P.Tibia 1 7 5
D.Tibia 2 7 5
Ashasulus I
Calcaneus 2 I
P.M.T. 2 6 3
D.M.T, 2 6 3
Phalanx 1 I
Phalanx 2
Phalanx 3
Occipital
condyle

I

Horn corc 2
Mandible 1 3 I
Teeth I 2 1 2
P.M.P I
D.M.P I
1'otal I 26 t6 59 22
E, 0.8 12.8 47 .7 77 .7

ible l3: Vertebra (whole

Small
Unsulate

Large
Unqulat€

Indeterminate Total

10 2 9 27
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'able 14: Ribs
Srnalt
Unsulflt€

Large
Ungulatc

Indeterminate Totol

54 o r21 184

HUMAN BONE by Trevor Anderson

Two fills (42 and 61) contained human bone matcrial.

A single bone was found in (61), Southern Enclosure ditch 88. This was identified as the
antedor portion of an adult lefl parietal. Traces of the coronal fiunction with the frontal bone)
and sagittal sutures (unction with the right parietal bone) are visible. The bone is quite fhin
which is suggestive, but by no means diagnostic, of a female.

Conlexr 42, pit 43, contained the an articulated skeleton, but the bones are badly eroded and
highly fragmented. Available bones include: cranial vault fragments; occipital fragmonts; right
zygomatic; hyoid and an incomplete mandible. Ribs; scapulae; right clavicle; spine and pelvis
are all highly fragmented. Limb bones are represented by eroded fragments, the largest being
the left humeral shaft and the right femoral proximal shaft. A medial hand phalanx and two
lefl feet bones (metatarsal l1I and V) are better preserved.

Based on the gracility of the mandible, as well as the general size of the bones, the remains are
considered to be female. The available molars display marked attrition and the crown of an
upper central incisor is wom down to the root, with exposure of the root canal. This marked
attdtion indicates a mature individual, probably 50 years of age or older.

Only one measuement was possible. The upper right femur displays marked flattening
(platymeria), with an index of 64.2. Modern lbmora are reported to be less flattened, and there
is some evidence that flattening is more marked on the left side and in females (Holtby 1918).
It has been suggested that the flattening may be related to mineral or vitamin deficicncies()r

and increased muscular(Buxton 1938) or it could be a rcsponse to mechanical adaptation
stresses (Schofeld 1959).

8.1

The limb bones are all thin and gracile, suggestive of osteopoross. However, only one definite
pathology was noted. An upper thoracic vertebra displayed marked osteo-arthritic degeneration
of both inferior articular facets. Oral disease was restricted to a medium/ large occlusal caries
of the right mandibular third molar.

CIIARRED PI-ANT REMAINS bv Karen Deishton

Method

Thirteen samples were floted manually and sieved using 1mm and 500 micron sieves. The f'lots
and residues werc dried and sorted, any charred plant material being examined using a 10x
microscooe.
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Table 15: Charred remains

4.2 Results

Preservation was fairly poor with many species exhibiting fragmentation and abrasion, which
subsequently aft'ected identification.

Discussion

The dorninant ccrcal cannot be established due to the poor prcscffation seen in many of thc
samples. The chaff present consisted entircly of glume bases. The relatively small amounts of

8.3
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9,1

chaff suggest that the early stages of processing (threshing and winnowing) were taking place
off site.

The weeds present appear to be tlpical crop weeds, although C. album can be used to make
flour in times of famine. The prcsence of chenopodiums suggests a nitrogen rich soil. The rose
hip could be suggestive of deliberate collection as food or for medicinal purposes, although as
a single specimen it is more likely to be a contaminant.

The presence of pulses with cereals (e.g, 258 in pit 265) could suggest deliberate sowing of the
two together (a maslin) or the harvesting of wild legumes along with the cultivated crop as a
cheap source of protein. The small number of grains seen in 336 (pit 348) would suggest
accidental deposition. However the small size (1 litre, the complete deposit) should be taken
into consideration.

Samples from 431 (pit 485) and 543 (pit 568) are dominated by weeds, which would suggest
that these represent by-products of crop cleaning (i.e. the separation of weeds ftom cereal
grain). The sample fuom 258 (pit 265) was dominated by cereal grain, which would seem to
suggest a late stage in processing, or perhaps a storage crop, The sample from 170 (pit 824)
appears to be fair\ evenly mixed but its position in a ditch suggests it is a waste deposit.

Inter-phase comparisons are difficult due to the small number of samples per phase and the
lack of identification to species level. However it is worth noting that bread wheat is seen only
in phase 4.

Tentative comparisons with Cowdery's Down (Millet and James 1983) for phases 5 and 6/7
(Cowdray Down phase 3) show a similar range of species although oat appears more
frequently at Kennel Farm. The low level of chaffis also seen at Cowdery's Down.

The assemblage appears to ropresent the later stages in crop processing. Interpretation and
comparisons are limited by the quantity of samples and the lack of material identifiable to
species lcvel.

CONCLUSION

The development of the enclosure

The lirst phase of Site F appears to be thc earliest lron Age activity in the area, predating the
other excavated sites at Kennel Farm Site A and Brighton Hill South. Other sites in the area
may have sprung up as offshoots from site F, spaced at close intcrvals due to kinship or other
tics, although it must also be noted that therc are other sites within the Kennel Farm
development area that have not been investigated.

Thu cnclosure had appeared to be a "banjo" type from the evidcnce of aerial photographs and
geophysical survey. However, excavation has shown this to be rather misleading, for it was
only in a very lat{- redevelopment of the enclosDre, dating to c.0-60AD, that it adopted the
'banio' form, as the culmination of a number of alterations ovcr a long period of time.

The later Iron Agc-carly Roman 'banjo-enclosures' are widespread in Hampshirc, particularly
in the area between Winchester and Basingstoke, possibly associated with areas of clay-with
flint (Perry 1974 and Fasham 1987). Although very few sites have been excavated in any
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detail, there have been a variety of associations, with either enclosures used for habitation or
for stock control suggested (Fasham 1987 and Champion 1981) since there is variation in the
evidence for habitation features within the enclosures. All such sites are charactcrised by the
outer funnelling boundary ditches leading to their entrance.

The ftinction of the enclosure

Thc Southem Enclosures of phases 4-6 (c.3008C- AD45) are similar in form to a later Iron
Age/Roman sitc at Beggarwood Lane (Fig 2, site B) which also appears to have associated
outer boundary ditches. Brighton Hill South site K, although of different form, contained
occupation evidence, including features outside the enclosures as seen during phase 5 at Site F,
Kennel Farm. The site B/C enclosure at Brighton Hill South was established in the
earlyimiddle Iron Age, inside an carlier field system. Despite the large interior area excavated,
few features were found (Fasham and Keevil 1987,66 -7t).

Micheldever Wood, an extensively excavated site, was "occupied, if not within the actual core
enclosure, then in patt of the immediately adjacent complex" (Fasham 1987) through to the
mid 1"' century AD. In common with Site F at Kennel Farm, Micheldever was modified in the
1"' century AD with new systems of outer enclosurc ditches to create the "banjo-enclosure"
form.

Viables Farm, a similar middle Iron Age-eady Rornan enclosure, was devoid of internal
features (Fasham and Keevil 1987,61-8; Millet and Russell 1984). Rucslalls Farm, again
broadly similar, was long lived, from the 5'n ccntury BC to the J."' centuries AD (Fasham and
Keevil 1987,67-8; Oliver and Applin 1978), while the two separate enclosures at Cowdery's
Down, Winnall Down and the second set of enclosures at Rucstalls Farm were more
rectangular (Fasham and Keevil, 1987, 67-8; Millet and James 1983). All these sites belong to
the Hampshire type 4 type (Fasham and Keevil 1995,67, after Champion and Champion).
There were no structures at Viables Farm and very little found at either Rucstalls Farm or
Cowdery's Down, yet there were ring ditches at Winklebury.

Kennel Farm Site A (Chapman 2ti01) was a far simpler enclosure: dating from the middle Iron
Age, with limited recutting of its enclosurc ditch. There were no other evident accompanying
ditches, but the area outside the western enftance was not available for study. In common with
Site F, pits contained partial animal burials as special deposits, and many pits were rich in
bumt flint. Chalk-filled pits and charcoal lined pits were not present, but thcy were noted at
Brighton Hill South.

0ccupation evid€nce

The primary evidence for occupation on the site comes from thc numerous pits within the
enclosures. They were apparently rcstricted kr particular peripheral zoncs within the
enclosurcs, perhaps away from habitation or activity areas. They contained large quantities of
domestic debris - pottory and bone, charcoal and burnt clay, and burnt flint from domestic
hearths, showing that occupation had bccn taking place within the enclosurcs, even if the
evidence for actual dwellings was absent.

Only a small number of postholes wcrc found, some of which may represent former fence
lines, and a single, tentativc 4-post structure. Al area wherc weaving was taking place,
possibly within a struclure was identified within the northern enclosure, where a trampled and
slightly dark clay arca was flecked with bumt clay (possibly the remains ot broken

9.3
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loomweights). The presence of iron nails and the joiners' dog suggest that there were indeed
buildings on the site, therefore they cannot havc bcen earth-fast.

Where the nearest water source was is not kaown, but it is possible that adequate water could
have been obtained from some of the deeper pits acting as wells. The occupants of the site
practised a mixed agricultural regime. There was a predominance of sheep followed by cattle
and pig, kept primarily for thcir meat, and augmented with a small amount of deer. There was
an apparent change of emphasis in the subsistence pattern in the late Iron Age c. 2008C-
45AD), when more sheep were kept together with fewer other species. Fields probably
surrounded the site, where a variety of cereal crops were cultivated. Aerial photographs
suggest that there may have been a more extensive fieldwork pattern continuing towards thc
north and east of the site, although this has yet to be proved. The final phase of activity saw a
change of use to fields where ploughing and possibly grazing was occurring. Grinding of corn
was taking placc on site, as evidenced by the recovery of several querns.

Other associated activities occurring within the site were the spinning and weaving of woollen
cloth, as evidenced by loomweights, pin beaters, a spindle whorl and a possible pair of shears.
The presence of knives and the low incidence of butchery marks on bone suggest that all
aspects of animal husbandry were caffied out on site.
The majority of pits were beehive shaped in profile, and primarily used for erain storage.
Three pits were lined with a layer of charcoal, as also seen at Brighton Hill South, maybe to atd
the preservation of stored materials (Keevil and Fasham 1995, 70-1). Pit 407 was unique in
being lined with clay. In several cases deliberate deposition of animal remains may have been
ritual deposits, for example the dog in pit 514. Two further instances of ox-skulls in pits from
Group E were placed deposits and not casually discarded.

In the Southern Enclosure this phenomenon was carried on with the deliberate burial of two
partial calf skeletons and partial piglets in pit 824, and another partial juvenile pig 1n pit 172.
What reason lay behind these special deposits is unclear, but it may be related to the storage of
cereal crops once the harvest was gathered in. The frequency of grassland snail species
Helicella itala and Cepea nemoralis noted during the excavation of pits shows that these werc
open when the surrounding ground cover was of grassland.

There was a concentration of complete loomweights from pit 202, but other artefacts show no
definable pattem of deposition. Dumping of rubbish in the ditches was widespread, but no
'ritual' deposits were detected, although in the first phase Southern Enclosure ditch 100 sherds
from the same vessel were distributed over a short length of fill.

The ditches were primarily used to define boundaries, to drain the site, and probably also to
curb stock movement, particularly if accompanied by hedging; they are not defensive. There
was littlc cvidcncc for accompanying banks - indeed with pit groups situated so close to the
ditches, there would have been little room internally for them. While some ditches were recut,
most were replaced by new enclosures on different alignments once the earlier ditches had
become filled. Since there was apparent continuity between phases, one has the impression
that the actual physical boundary may not necessalily have been of the highest importancc.

A single inhumation of a maturc fcmalc of c.50 years was datcd to bctwson the late Iron Age
and 50AD. This lbrm of pit burial is not uncommon in the Iron Age, and does not appcar to
have been influenced by Roman practises, but clearly a majority of the inhabitants received
some other form of burial.
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9.4 Abandonment of the settlement

Site F and several others in the fiea seem to run continuously ftom the Iron Age through to the
Roman period, when they decline. There is a tail off of pottery after c 601'lO AD and virtually
nothing after 100 AD. One has to wonder whether the decline of the site was to do with social
change, i.e. the impact of Roman occupation. With the onset of 'colonisation' and a different
way of life, it is certainly a possibility that some of the local inhabitants were drawn into the
influence of the new town at Calleva Atrebatum (Silchester). Certainly the wider tribal
loyalties of the Atrebates towards Rome was not initially friendly (Commius fled from Ceasar
to join his Belgic people in Britain, Cunliffe 1975). It is perhaps unlikely that the site was
depopulated due to invasion, since the pottery continues for another c 100 years after Ceasar's
invasion.

The inhabitants may wcll have been subject to social change in the unsettled period before the
Roman invasion of AD43, with territory in the Silchester region changing hands to the
Catuvellauni in around 258C, and the tribal oppidum was established around c.200-0BC at
Silchesler.

The latest Iron Age pottery assemblages fuom most local sites have a similar range cf forms
and fabrics, but this site differs in that it includes a variety of exotic Gallo-Belgic and Central
Gaulish imports of both Late Iron Age and pre-Flavian date, but unusually, no Samian ware.
This suggests that the inhabitants of Kennel Farm Site F were of higher social status. Much of
these wares may have been obtained from Calleva (Silchester). Britain, according to Strabo
was famed for its export of com, hunting dogs, cloth and cloaks, gold and lead during the late
pre-Roman Iron Age and Roman periods. This site may well have been contributing some
items from the list from the very late Iron Age and well into the conquest period and beyond.
Items suggesting trading include querns made from non-local stone and a Baetian Dressel 20
type amphorae imported in small quantities with their contents of either wine or oil (pit group
A, context 712). There was only one item of personal ornamentation recovered ftom ths site, a
copper-alloy brooch from pit 824 in phase 6, which also contained some possible briquetage,
indicating salt trading.
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Section l: Northern Enclosure ditch, west side' phases 1 and 2
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Section 6: Southern Enclosure ditch, east side, phase 6/7
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Kennel Farm Basingstoke, Hampshire, Site F: Archaeological Recording Action 1998

Plate Section of Southern Enclosure dirch,
(94,96,97,99,100, 101, phases #8)
looking south

Plate 3: Section ofthe Northem Encloswe
ditch (S1,183, phase I atrd r€cut 175),
looking north

Plate 5: Excavated butt en& of Southem
Enclosure ditches (436,439 Nf,
2143, phases 6 and 7), looking north

Plate 2: Section of Southem En€losure ditch
(S7, 47, phases 5 & 7/8), looking west

Plate 4: Southem Enclosure dirch (337-339),
looking east

Plate 6: Southem Enclosure ditches (S8,4?2 ad
705, phases 5-8), looking east



Kennel Farm Basingstoke, Hampshire, Site F: Archaeological Recording Action 1998

Plate 7: Section ofouter Eastem Boundary
(547, Phase 7/8), looking North

Plate 9: Section ofpit 32, showing lens of
charcoal on the base ofthe oit.

Plare 1 1: The inhumation, pit 43
viewed from the €ast

Plate 8: Section of Southem Enclosure ditch
(36, 768, Phas€ 6/7)

Plate l0: Section ofpit 172, showing the
base ofthe oit stained black.

Fig. 12: An excavated section ofpits
and ditches showing inlilling
following heavy rain.



Kennel Farm Basingstoke, Hampchire, Site F: Archaeological Recording Action 1998

Plat€ 1 3 : Deliberately placed chalk blocks
259 inpit257

Plate 15: The later Southern Enclosure and
Southem Outer Enclosure ditches,
looking west (Ihe spoil heap sits on the
area of post-medieval quarrying)

Plate 17: Dog burial in pit 514

Plate 14: General view ofthe site during excavation
looking north

Plate l6: Section ofpit 413, showing the
sharp chalk sides and base and the
weathered upper sides ofthe cul

Plate l8: Complete ox-skull placed on a ledge
within pit 348



Plate | 9: Section of pit 348, showing neatly dug
base following fissures in tbe chalk
bedrock

Plate 2l: Pit 569, almost wholly lilled with
clean chalk rubble

Plate 20: Section ofpit 563, half tull ofchalk rubble
and with asymmerrical recut, 586

Plate 22: Pit 568, showing slumping layers of
occunation debris

Plate 24: Pick marks in the
chalk side ofpit 824

Plate 23: Pit 70'1, showing chalk rubble fill
and charcoal rich lower fill

Plates 25 and 26: showing enclosure ditches working well in wet weatberl


