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Surnmary Report on the Archoeologicol Votching Brief on site of new
t~1ti!~istrates' Court} London Road}Souttianipton (phase 1)

1. PRECl~t

1..1.An archaeological 'vVatching Blief was earned out as a condition of the planning
consent dming groundworks associated with the construction of a temporary .

car-park on the site of the new Magistrates' Court, London Road, Southampton. The
work was undertaken on behalf of Hampshire County Architects.

1.2.'The purpose of the \IVatching Brief was to obselVe and record the presence of any
archaeological features and nahlral deposits encountered on the site.

1.3.The Watching Blief was alloc.ated Site C..ode50U603/ 5AS24.

lA The Watching Brief took place between Tuesday 31st May and Friday 24th June
1994.

1.5.The groundworks consisted of a level reduction to building fOTITIationlevel,
fnllnwed by the laying of stone as a hardcore for the temporary car-park surface,
through which two deep drainage trenches were dllg.

1.6.TI1elevel reduction was given the designation Trench 1. It measured 108m x
46.5111.The drainage trenches were numbered 2 & 3. Trench 2 measured 45.6m x
t3m x 2111.Trench 3 measured '12.6111x 1.2111x 2m.

1.7. Two chronologically distinct phases of Roman activity were observed. This
activity appears to have been relatively unintensive and suggestive of a small-scale
settlement, perhaps onc habitation, in the near vicinity of the site. A boundmy
ditch; a drainage ditch; two pits and a linear feature of uncertain function have been
dated to this peliod.

1.8. No significant evidence of land-use between the Roman peliod and the
Post-mediaeval p~liod was recorded.

1.9. Map evi(~enc.esuggests that the site was undisturbed by development in the
Early Moderni Modem peliod tiUthe consh'Uction of Ordnance Survey buildings at
the turn of the last centtuy. On the site these buildings appear to have had
foundation trenches, which have left islands of undisturbed ground in which
significant archaeological remains have been able to sU1vive.

LW. Tl1c geology of the site was blickearth overlying river terrace gravels of the
fourth terrace of the Test and Itchen.

'1.11.The OS grid reference for the site is SU4204 '1294.



Summery Report on the Archaeological Watching Brief on sHe of new
r1tigistrates' Court, London Road, Southampton (phase 1)

2. INTRODUCTION_

2:1. BRIEF.

Hampshire County Architects were granted pem1ission to develop land at the comer
of London Road, The Avenue and Rockston~ Place, Southampton. Penl1ission was
dependent on the undel1aking of an archaeological Watching Brtef durtng the
groundworks phase of construction of a temporalY car-park to be laid out plior to the
undertaking of the main project of the construction of a new magistrates'
courthouse. <111eScheme of Investigation for the Watcping Brief was Wlitten by
Southampton City HClitage Section Policy Unit on behalf of Hampshire County
Architects, who commissioned Southem Archaeological Services Ltd. to cany out
the 'Natching Brief.

2.2. LOCATION OF THE SITE.

The site is S(mth of Rockstone P1ace and \-Vest of the junction of the Northbound
caniagcway of the Avenue with London Road. It is bordered on the South by the
recently bum combined courts building and on the "Vest by a car-park, which is to be
pal1 of the devcJopment. A park in the northwest corner and the Director General's
House in the northeast camel' cause the site to f01111an inverted T-shape (see figure
2).

TIle site is located at Ordnance SUlvey gtid reference SU4204 1294.

'D1Csite lies V\.'ithinSouthampton Oty Council Local Area of Archaeological
Importance number Sb ..
2.3. GEOLOGY OF THE SITE.

Tl1csite is located on QuatemalY liver terrace gravels of the fourth terrace. 'I11ese
were overlain by brickearth.

2.4.ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND.

111esite lies approximately 1.05km West of a Roman settlement, believed to be
Clausentum, at present-day Bitteme Manor. It is 1.15km North of the Mediaeval
waited town of Southampton (sce figure 1).

Roman coins are marked as having been found in the area of the present -day
College Place on the Ordnance Survey map of 1866/8 c.116m southwest of the site
(see figure 2). Obviously this need not have indicated the nearby presence of Roman
set Ucment, as coins can be lost and found several times and / or in diverse places.

S{illtlJet?lArcii~e{lItJ.!/lctJIServices Ltd ,it/IY .Igq4 4



Summary Report on the Archaeological "'latching Brief on site of new
tvlfJgistnjtes' Court, London Road, Southampton (phase 1)

An area of the site is thought to have been part of Southampton Common, which
dates back at least to the Mediaeval period. The Padwell Cross boundary marker of
the Common is known to have stood on the site of the present-day junction of
London Road and 111eAvenue. Fanns dating back tD the Mediaeval peliod are
known North of the site at Bannisters Park and to the southwest of the site at
fkl1evuc. .

Prehistoric occu p. ation in the \.1cinitvDfthe site is attested to bv finds of PalaeoUthic
. " "hand axes, one specificaUy found dUling construction work at the Ordnance SUlvey

buildings in the Nineteenth Cenhny.

3_ SITE URIEE

3.1. OBJECTIVES.

The plime aim of the Watching Brief was to detennine the presence or absence of
human use of the site. Should such a presence be estab1ished through obselVation
of the trenches dug, its 10catiol1,nature, extent, date and the state of its preselVation
was to be recorded.

The nature, dimensions, and relationship of naturat soil deposits were to be
recorded.

3.2. METHODOLOGY.

An archaeological features and natural deposits were obselVed and recorded by an
e>''Pe1iencedprofessional archaeologist.

A11recording was 1naccordance with techn1ques approved by the County
Archaeoiogises Office and Southampton City Council Helitage Section Policy Unit.

.n1is recording ..written, graph1c and photographic - will fonn an archive to be
deposited with Southampton City Council Museums.

Between Tuesday 31 May and Fliday 17 June the pre-e>.isting car-park surface of the
site \vas removed by mechanical excavator and a building fonnation level of 23.7m
O.D.was estabhshcd by another mechanical excavator employing a toothless grading
bucket. Span was mucked away off-site in lomes (to sites at EastteighAirport and
NetIey). 111crerore no opportunity presented itself to examine the spoil in great
detail, aUhough difficultiesin hiring a requisite number of torries did al10wfor
buHd-ups of spoll from time to time. Number 1 hoggin was laid at foundation level
and roBed in layers as make-up for the new car-park surface.

Two drainage trenches of 2111depth were excavated on 'Thursday 23 and Fliday 24
June 1994. Health and Safety regulations dictated that observation of them could
only be fron1 ground-level, as they were dug to a depth Df2111.These trenches were
backfiUcd with beach gravel ("rejects") on terrarn promptly after excavation.

Sotlt./'ft?oi.4rclJtJeolagicolSerYices Ltd Jllly /994 5



SurnrniJry Report on the ArchaeologlGiJl WetchIng BrIef on site of new
~'lE1glstrtJtes'Court, London Road, SouthElrnpton (phase 1)

Fifty-six numbers, called cOl1te.xtnumbers, were allocated for soi11ayers and
archaeological features observed dUling the level-reduction. Two of these were for
natural soBs. Two hundred and twenty-six photographs (monochrome and colour)
were takm1 of the archaeological features and general1y of the trench. Eight
measured but unlevelled section drawings vvere made of features exhibiting a
potential, archaeological interest, seven of which are reproduced here. (Figures4-10)
Two sketch location plans were compiled to locate sections put across features 013
and 031

T'NDcontext numbers were a110cated for tWQfurther fiUs of feature 013 observed in
Trench 2. Two context numbers were allocated for an archaeological feature and its
fill obsClved in Trench 3.

Hand exc~vation to recover as much infol111ationas practicable from archaeological
features was deemed preferrable to a mitigation strategy to preseIVe the same during
works for the actual structure of the courthouse.

Thirteen features were investigated by hand excavation: 013;016;020;023;025;031;
033/035/o.~7;039;O«;048;050_0f these the smatler features (016&025); pit 044and
ditch 048. of vvhichonly small percentages remained due to truncation by the
modern foundations. were rdHvexcavated. Pits 020 &023 and feature 039were.

"half..secUoned. Modern features 033/035/037&050 were not systematical1y
excavated but investigated only to confilm their dating. Ditch 013and linear feature
031 had two arbilralY sections cut across them.

After fieldwork was completed the sixty contexts were amalgamated into phasesof
activity, relating to the manner and timing of their fOlmation. Seven phases were
identified:..

1. Relates to the deposition of the natural soils plior to human
influenc.e on the site. '

2. Relates to contexts identified as dating to 1st/2nd Century
AD.· 3. Relates to contexts identified as dating to 3rd 14th Century
AD.

4. Relates to contexts identified as dating from the Roman
period, but unable to be dated more closely without more
detailed analysis.

5. Relates to contexts identified as dating from the
Post-mediaeval/Early Modem period (1500-1900)

6. Relates to contexts identified as Modem (1900-date)
7. Relates to a junk phase of contex1:sunable to be dated.

A summalY of the contexts obselVed follows, ordered numerically.

Sc?t/thBrtl ~rc!lO"B[iiogictJl :;r--erYices Lld Jtliy /994 6



Surnrnery Report on the Arcru:!eological\r/atching Brief on site of new
r'1agistrates' Court, London Road, Southampton (phase 1)

Note: finds material codes OabeTIed"mat codes") are asfolIows:-
1. Stone
2. Burnt clay
3. Ceramics
4. Glass
5. Mctal
6. Mineral waste
7. Leather Itextile
8. Vertebrates
9. Invertebrates
10. Plants
11. Faecal matter
12. Synthetics
13. Unkr.own

SlltltllertiArcIJtfe{~/{tgictJl Services Ltd. ...I"ly /994 -/'



004 1 Unstratified finds 7

005 1 t"lodern brick soak.a'w'.ay 1xO.74rn La~et" 1:han006; earlier ~han007 6

006 1 Cu~ for SO...l<o3\'I'ay 005 1xO.74m L.at.er th.ElnOcr5.;e.:wlier than 005 6

007 1 Fm of 005; d...rk grel~ brown 1.)...rnIJs.:snd o .8xO A8m L...t.er t.h",n005; earlier ~han001 6

008 1 Lirlear feature 1 .97:>(0.48rn Latet" th.Eln003; eo3r1ier th...n 009 6

009 1 Fi11of 008; bro....m IJellow silbJ clalJ 1 .97~,<0.48rn L...~er th.Eln008; eo3rlier ~han001 6

010 1 '~ello'w' bn)\y'n siltlJ loam 34x 1Om Lat.er th.Eln01 2; e...rlier t.h...rl001 6

011 1 Linear feat.ure 3 .3xO .84rn Latet" than 003.: e",rlier t.h..n 012 6

012 1 Fill of 011 ; grelJ brow'n silt.IJ Cl..y 3 .3xO .84rn L",t.er t.h.Eln011 ; e."rlier tharl 01 2 6

013 1&2 8olJndart~ dit.r.:h 12.23::<:0.64::<0.66r L.Elt.ert.h.Eln01 5.: e",rlier t.h..n 01 '31 2

042; 055.; 058

014 Top fill of 013.: I~ellc..\'"brown silt.'~ o::lay 2.9>::0.64::<:0.5rn Lat.er t.h...rl01 8.: .....rlier t.h...n001 2

015 l.ay er.: brr.,wn ye llc,'!l silty 01.ElIJ 2.9rn L."t.er t.h.Eln003.: e."rliE'r than 0 13 ; 2
01E.

016 Stakeh" le (?) 0.14)(0.1 m L.;,ter t.h.Elrl(115.: e",rliE'r t.han I)17 7

017 Fill of 01 E,; brcl"~"nsiltl~ o1.::.yl'Hrn O.14)(0.1m L."t.er than I)16.: ",."rlier t.han 001 7

018 Fill cIf 013 1::(1).7)(0.08m L.,,1:erthan I)1'3; "'...rlier th.:.n 01 4 2

019 Priman::l silt.ing fill cIf 01 3; dk IJEo110)\''''bt.,).......n 1::<0.46:>::0.08m L.a.t.ert.han (11:5.;e",rlier t.harl 01 8 2

020 Pit. 1 .58x0.21 rn L...+.et.1:h.an003.: e.;,rliE'r t.h.Ein022 3

021 Top fill of 020.: dark brcl.ytn silbJ C1.3IJl"am 1 .58xO.07rn L.:.t...r th.an 022.: ......rl;E'rt.h.a.n023 3

Stratig!:jp'hic re1ationship..L Phase No Fi9!:!.r.t Nos Mat Codes
L.a~er ~h...n002; 007; 009; 01 0 6

014;017;021;024;026;027:
036;038;040;045;051;055;
057;060
L...~er ~h.Eln003; E'",rlier than 001

L...ter t.h.Eln056; e",rlier ~han 002

006;008;011;015;020;025
031;033;041;044;048;059

Context No Trench No Descrip.tion
001 1 Layer - rubble make-up; v. pale brown s.and

pimensions
108x46.5xO.7rn

002
003

L.ayer , plolJghItopsoil; yellow brown silty loam

Na~ur...1 bric:f<eart.h.: br,:,wn yelloW' si1~y clay

108x46 .5xO .25rn
70 .8x46 .5xO An"1

1
1,2 &.3

5 1; 33
3;4.:5;6;7.
8;9; 10

3

3
3

3; 4.: 5

4 1;3;4;8

4 f.;~8
4 3; 8
3.: 10
10 1;3;4.;5



Context No
022
023
024
025
026
027
028
029
030
031
032
033
034
035
036
037
038
039
040
041

0".2
043
044
045
046
047
048

Dimensions StratigtiRhic relationship..L Phase No Figure Nos
1 .58xO,14m La~er ~han 020; E'arlier ~han021 3 10
o .6xO .43xO .21 m La~er ~h.an 021 .:E'arlier than 024 6 3; 10

o .6xO .43xO .21 m La~er ~han 023; earlier than 001 6 10
o .27xO .24xO .05m La~er ~han 003; E'arlier than 026 4 3

o .27xO .24>(0 .05m La~er than 025; E'arlier ~han 001 4

1 .8xO .89xO.1 3m La~er ~han 028.: earlier than 001 2

1 .8xO .95xO.1 m Lat.E'r t.han 029; E'arlier ~han 027 2
1.8x 1.27xO .51m Later ~han 030; earlier than 028 2
1xO,49xO.1 4m Lat.E'r~han 042; E'arlier ~han 029 2
4xO .8xO .23m Later t.han 003; earlier than 043 3
4xO.8xO.1 E:m Lat.E'r~han 043,; earlier t.han 037 3

1 .66xO.78m La~er t.han 003; earlier than 034 6
1 .E,6~,<0.78m Lat.er than 033.; earlier t.han035 6
1.7x 1.3xO.3m La~er ~han 034; earlier than 036 . 6

1.7x 1.3::<0.3m
.
Latet- t.han 035; earlier than 001 6

o .SlxO.5m La~et-than 032; earlier than 038 6
0.9:><:0.5m Latet- t.han 037; earlier t.han 001 E,

1 .4xO. 9>::0.25m Later t.han 041 ; E'arlier than 040 7

1 .1xO.9::<0.25m Lat.er t.han 039; E'arlier than 001 7

1xO.5rn L.ater than 003.; urlier U,.an037; 7
039

Fm of 01 :::; Ijell')'w'i~:hbrown snt.iJ clay 1::<:0.5E,>::0.17m L.:.tet-t.han 01 3.; e.;wliet"t.han030
Fill of 031; d.:.rk 'jell"""/ish brown silty ,::1.011,110:,amO.7xO,E::>(1).1)6m L.:.t.et-t.han 031.: e.arli>?t"t.h.:.n032
Pit. 1 .36:>,0.76:>::0.i'2rn Lat.et" than 003.; 'Hrlier t.han 047
Top fill of 044; tnoWn silt.!j (:la1j lo.;sm 1 .3€,xO .44>::0.36rn L.~t.et-t.han 046; earlier t.harl 001

Slumpo:'dc:.;sppin9fill,)f 044; silt.y c:lay 0.49::<0.08m Lat.et" t.han 04"1.;E'arlier t.harl045
Primanj fill of 044; brown silbJ Cl..I!Jloam 0 .74~,<O,:;:£:m L.:.t.et"t.han 044.; earliE'r t.han 046
[)rainage dit.,~h 1 .18xO .6:>::0.21 m L.;st.et"t.han 003.; e.arliE'r t.han 052

Trench No DescriRtion
1 Primary fi1l of 020; 'Je110'11'brown sil~y clay

1 "RobbE'r" pi~
1 Fi1l of 023

1 Triangul.:rr featlJre; posthole?

1 Fill of 025
1 Top fill of 013; brown silty chy loam

1 Fi1l of 013; dark Ijellow brown silt.y clay loam

1 Fill cif 01 3; ye 110'11'bro'w'n si1t.y clay

1 Fill of 013; y ~110wbrown silty clay
1 Line.ar featurE'
1 Top fill of 031 ; yelloW' brown sil~y clay lMm
1 Foundation pit.

1 Fill of IJ33; silty c;hy loan",
1 Foundatiorl pit
1 Fill of 035; v. dark grE'Y broW'f'J:::i1tI~clay loam

1 Found"rl:ionpit
1 Fill of 037

1 Linear feat.ure
1 Fill of 039; d.:ilrk'Jello broW'n siltaJ c1.=y lo,~n"l

1 l.ayE'r- dat"k y I!'llo'II'ish brcrW'n siltaj o1.3IJ loam

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

5
5
5
5
3;8;9

8 .Q
J ..

:;

2 5
':<
'

4

4

4

6

6

64

2

Mat Codes
3

1; 3
1; :5

3;8
1; 3; €I
1; 3; a

1;3;4;5;€

1; 3

1.~.'3
.'.



Context No
049
050
051
052
053
054
055
056
057
053
059
060

Trench No DescriRtion
1 Topfill of 048; brown :::my C:l.aIJ loam

1 Fea*ure
1 Fill of 050; dark grey brown :::my clay loam
1 Prima~'y fm of 048; soil not rec:orded
1 Unstr a*ified finds
1 Unska*ified finds
1 Top fill of 013; dark yellow broY,'1)silbJ c:hy

1J 2 & 3 Layer - n<iltura1gr.!rIve1; browrdsh yellow sand
2 Top fill of 013; da~'kyellow brow'l)silbJ c,l.&y
2 Primary fill of 013; soil no*reCCirded
3 Fea*ure
3 Fill of 059; yellow brown silbJ cl.ay

T.~ble 1 : Cont.e~d list.

Dimensions
1 .18xO.6xO.15rn
1 .18x 1 .05rn

1 .18x 1 .05m
1 .18xO .3xO .07rn

1 .18xO.9rn

108::<46 .5m

0.76xO.58rn

4 .2x 1 .2x 1 .68m

4 .2x 1 .2x 1 .G8m

stratigURhic re1ationship...L Phase No Figure Nos
Later than 052; e1.lt"lierthan 050 2 7
Lah'r than 049; earlier t.han051 6 3; 7
Later than 050; eo!rlrlierthan 001 G 7
Lo!rI*erthan 048; e1.lrlier t.han049 2 7

7
7

Lat.er t.han 01 3.: earlier t.han 001

Earlier t.han 003
L.at.er than 058; e.!rlrlier t.h.,in001

Later than 013; e.arlier than 057

Later than 056; e.!trlier t.han 060
Lat.er than 059; ""o!rIrlierthan 001

2
1
2
2

4;5;6

7
7

Mat Codes
1; 3; 6

3
1; 10
3; 5

3
1; 3



2 013 Boundary ditch 1&2
L. 014 Top fin of 01 '3; ye llo'w' bt-o'wn silty clay 1
,:.

015 L.:tYet- ; bt-i)'wTIye 110\'''' silty clay 1
"-
2 018 FiH (If 013 1

2 019 Prim.ary silting fill of 01 3; dk ye 110'11bro''�ln 1
') 027 Top fiB of 01 3; bt-own silty c lalJ loam 1.L.

2 023 Fill of 01 3 ; d.at-k y eollow br-o'o/m silty clay loam 1
....

029 FiH of 013; YeoHow bro\'m silty clay 1.:..

.") 030 Fill of I) 13.: IJe110'11brown silty c1a'J 1
"-~. 042 Fill of 013.: yellowish bro'w'n silty clay 1L.

L 048 Dr ainagE' dikh 1
.....

049 Top fill of 048; bro'vm silty clay loam 1L
.") 052 Primaf"JJ fill of 048; soil noi: recorded 1,~

~. 055 T.)P fill of 01 '3; d.at-k ye How br-O'wT.sil1:y c l.ay 1L.
') 057 Top fill of 0 13; dat-k IJe 110\....bro....m silty c l.ay 2.<..

2 058 Prim.at-y f111of 01 3; soil not t-ecorded 2

.. 020 Pit 1
3 021 Top fill of 020; dark bro....msilbJ clay lo.am 1
'~ 022 Primary fill of 020; 'J€'llo'/f brown siltrJ clay 1.:.

'3 031 Linear feature 1
~. 032 Top fill of 031; yello'"",'tan)......TIsilty c1aiJ loam

3 043 Fill of 031 ; dark yellowish bro,..m si1ty clay loam

Phase No Context No Descr'ip.tion

1 003 Natural bric:kearth.: bro'lln yello'll silty c:lalJ
1 056 Layer - natur a1 gr ;a'le1; bro"/frlish ye nO'1fsand

Trench No
1 ,2 &3

1,2&3

4
4

4
..
'"t
4

4

c:~.

to

6

6

025
026
044

045

046
047

002

001

005
006
007

Triangul<it- featurE'; p.)sthole '?

Fm of 025
Pit
Top fill of 044; bt-ow'n silty clay loam

SlumpE'd c.ap~linl~fill of 044; silty .:;1.:-11.1

Prirnaf'"lJ fill of 044; bro,,'m silty cl.ay loam

Lay et-
.'

plough l topsoil; 1.1e 110 bF(, n silty loam

LaYo?t-- t-ubble make-up.: "of.pall'?brown sand

Hodem brick so.aka" a'J
Cut fOt- soak.a'I aIJ 005
Fill of 005; dark grey bro' n loamy sand

1

1
1
1



"7 0.0.4 U[\~kdt\f'\ed finds 1

7 016 S1:akehole ("?) 1
-, 017 Fill of 016; bro'ltn silt'J .:;lay lo-:un 1

"7 039 linE'.::r fE'<:t1:ure 1
.. G4G Fm of 039 _;ddd~ yel1o'u' ht-oym silt':} old':} loam 1\

.. 041 La'Jet-- dark 'jel1o'lllsh brown silty clay loam 1I

""? 053 lInstr-.::tifiE'd finds 1I

7 054 tlnst.r atified finds 1

"7 059 FeatUt-e 3

"7 060 Fill of 059; yelloW" brown s'i1tIJ clay 3

Pb.ase No Context No DesC:'-lp-tlon

6 008 Llnear feature
6 009 Fm of 008.; brow'o 'jellow 5111:'01 clay
6 010 Yel1o"\'ibro'.\'n silty loam
6 0 J 1 linear feature
6 012 Fill of 011.; grey bro tn smy clay
6 023 "Robber" pit

G 024 Fm of 023

6 033 Foundation pit
6 034 Fill of 033; silty clay loam
b 035 Found""tion pit

G 036 F111of 035; v. dat-k grey brc'\'in silty 'clay loam
6 037 Foundation pit

6 038 Fill of 037
6 050 Featun~

6 051 Fill of 050; dark gr€'y brown si1ty clay loam

Trench No
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1

1

1
1



Surnmory Report on the ArcheJeo 1ogi ca 1 \Alatchi ng Bri ef on sHe of new
1"1egistrtltes' Court, London Road, Southempton (phase 1)

Archaeological artefacts were recovered fram 23 contexts. TI1efollowing is a
summalY of those artefacts.

MATERIAL01 STONE

SLATE .. 3 fragments were recovered from 034and 055

FLINT .. there were 113 fragments of bumt flint from 1'1contexts -014.021.026.027.
02.9.030,032. 045,049, 052 and 055_ 2 fragments of worked flint were retrieved from
002 and 055

SANDSTOI'.n~ - 2 fragments were recovered from 019anct 045

MATERIAI.02 BURNT CLAY

DAUB .. around 41 fragments were recovered from 030and 049_ Most ( around 40
fragments) ar-e from 030 and may possibly be part of a hearth.

MATERIAL03 CERAMICS

POTTER'{ - 425sherds were rec.overed from 20 conta1s. Helen Rees conducted a
spot date on the potteIY which is summarised here.

CONTEXT TYPE SHERDS DATE

002 Vervvood 1 Post Med I Early Mod

004 Cooking pot 1 Mediaeval

012 Velwood types 3 Post Med I Early Mod

014 Greywares, grog tempered 17
storage jar, flint tempered
storage jar, whiteware -
CAMULODUN UM fonn 116,
BB1

1st - 2nd century
except BB1which is
later

018 GrC}"Alares,flint tempered, 10
amphora

1st - 2nd century

Sovt.heitiArc:htteoiagictll Services Ltd ...Illlyl994 8



Sumrnetry Report on the Archet8010gicetlWtttching Brief on site of ne\N
1"1agistretes' Court, London Road, Southampton (phase 1)

CONTEXT TYPE SHERDS DATE

021 Grog tempered storage jar, 232
grog tempered everted rim jar,
calandar, greywares, 2 sherds
grog tempered flange bowl,
New Forest ware, rough cast
beaker,cotour coated, probably
imported, samian

270 +

022 Greywal'es, East Gaulish black 3
colour coat ware

3rd centulY

026 Greyware,gmg tempered 2 Roman

027 4 greywares (1 a flagon with 5
wide mouth), 1 oxidised ware

2nd century, possibly
1st.

028 Flint tempered, &'fOgtempered 8
CAMULODUNUMf01111116,
gre)'\vare bowljHd, samian,
shell tempered

1st century

029 2 large greyware platter + 19
storage jar, carinated bowl, grog
tempered bead rim jar -I-lidI
platter, flint tempered, white-
ware tlagon, shell tempered I
briquetagc?

1st century

mo Grog tempered, greyware, '7
Jlint tempered

1st century

032 Grog tempered t1ange bowl, 70
greywares, New Forest colour
coat, New Forest parchment
ware, mortalia

Late 3rd 14th centmy

034 Grog tempered, flower pot 3 Mixed

045 Grogtempered, greyware 14 Roman

04'7 Grog tempered, greyware 5 Roman

D49 Grog tempered, greyware - 12
bowl in coarse fab1ic,quite
ear1y,amphora Istorage jar

1st centuT}'

~ ~ . 1' ..
I ~ . L ~. J ,1 /q: Q._,JbOll.tle.r.fJ "r1.rCfltte.OIOg!CtJ. :Je.rv/ce.s La' ,.itll!! __.4 9



Summflry Report on the Archaeologicfll \A/fltchingBrief on sHe of ne\At
~'Iflgistrfltes' Court, London ROfld,Southflmpton (phflse 1)

CONT.EXT TYPE SHERDS DATE

Mediaeval/Early post med jar, 3
2 roman

Mixed

054 Transfer print 2 EartyModl Mod

055 Grog tempered, greyware 8 Roman

Overall the pottclY of Roman date faUsinto hvo distinct pe!iods. The earlier 1st-
2nd cent my contexts, Ot4. 018. 027.028.029 and O3O(aUfrom Feature 013) and context
049,p,-ut of Feature 04~ are both on the South side of the site.

Of the tater, 3rd ..4th centurj, mateIial, that from contexts 021 and Ull ,which are
from Feature 020, are near the centre of the site and 032. part of Feature 031,is on the
North side of the site, the Rockstone Place frontage.

So there is a spatiai ctist1ibution coinciding with the dating eVidence.

CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL - 24 fTagments were recovered from 6 contexts.

004 1 fragment of roof tile, probably not Modem

021 1 fragment of possible teguta
1 fragment of brick

032 16 fragments, most took like part of one object, possibly a teguta

034 3 fragments of blick, 1 is vitIified with mOltar traces, Modem

047 1 fragment of thick tite, probably not Modem

055 1 fragment of blick, unknown date

eLA Y PIPE - 7 fragments, a11stems, were recovered from 4 contexts (004;012; 053; &;
054).

MNfRRIAI. 04 GLASS

5 fragments of glass were recovered.

Si}llther,.'-Arc.iloeologicttl Services Ltd L1tllyl994 It)
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Surnrner!J Report on the Archeeo 1ogi ca 1 "t/atchi ng Sri ef on si te of nev'(
t'lagistrtltes' Court, London Road, Southampton (phase 1)

Context Item Object

1 window fragment, probably Roman

3 vessel fragments, probably a Roman beaker

1 5ma11fragment, either part of a lim or bead, Roman

MATERIAL 05 METALS

SILVER

A coin, Item No. 00-1,was recovered from context 032 It is incomplete due to
damage during excavation. It has been x-rayed, which has indicated that
conservation may faciHtate accurate dating.

IRON

8 fragments were retained from 3 contexts. All the iron has been x-rayed and none
requires any further conservation work.

Object

Nail shaft

Nail shaft

Plate, modem (probably intrusive
from feature ~

032 1 object, unce~iain what it is, little
metal left

Nail

Nail

1 nail head

Shaft

MATERIAL 06 MINERAL VIASTE

SLAG - 3 fragments were recovered from 032and 049.

CLINKER - one fragment was recovered from 049.

~ -.\

Sr.7tdlienl Arc/Joeologictll Services Lld. JlI/!/ /994 11



Summary Report on the Archaeological Watching Brief on site of new
t1agistnltes' Court, London Road, Southampton (phase 1)

MATERIAL 08 VERTEBRATES

ANIMAL BONE

Around 66 fragmentt~ were recovered from 6 contexts. Sheila Hamilton Dyer
conducted a scan, which is summal;sed below.

014 Cow jaw, teft front half, not good condition
1 fragment

018 l.arge ungulate, bumt; cow tight calcaneous; cow right distal
humerus, fused and butchered - knife cuts front to back on medial
side
Around 30 fragments

019 Cow sized lib
3 fragments

028 ?Dog/fox right hand frontal sku11... 1 othet~ probable cattle iJ1jum,
right hand side fragment, bad condition; sheep/pig sized lumbar
vertebra; cattle metacarpus left proximal half - proximal breadth
50.3cm, this indicates Iron Age / Roman;cow humerus left hand
side, fused, gnawed and butchered, 5ma11knife cuts, 0.992 metres
withers height (estimate from slightly damaged bone), more likely
Iron Age.
'7fragments

029 Cattle metatarsus, right hand proximal half, slightly eroded;smal1
cattle radius, left distal end, fused, in vmy bad condition; cow jaw,
right hand side and back, gnawed and cut on lateral side; cow jaw,
base; catt1e i11iumfragment; LAR humerus fragment, probably catUe,
bad condition; cow sized fragment, poor condition; cow sized
fragment bumt to whiteness; sheep sized fragnlent; sheep left jaw,
more than half, M3 erupting. DP4 about to shed with P4 erupting.
M1 stage G, M2 stage F;pig jaw, right hand side, poor condition, M3
half erupted.
12 fragments

038 Sheep Igoat jaw, P4, M1, M2 al1in heavy wear, right hand side,
fragmented; cow fem\11~"righthand side, distat fragment, gnawed,
fused.
13 fragments

MATERIAL lU PLANTS

CHARCOAL. 2 tiny fragments were recovered from 052.

SOlltl'lern ArcftoeoiogictJl SerYices Lld. Llt/ly /994 I .~L



Summery Report on the Archoeologicol"rlotching Brief on site of new
t1egistrotes' Court, London Rood..Southompton (phose 1)

6. DISCUSSION 011 RESUL'rS

6.1. NATURAL SOILS

It was observed that bt;ckearth (003- see context list for its extent) covered the site
except for a strip along the Eastern edge (see figure 3). It is probable that it is also
present at the Eastern edge under context 002 A level of 23.85m O.D. for its
maximum height was gauged by measuring with a hand-tape O.15mfrom the
bui1ding formation level of 23.7m 0.0. This was done against the SOtlthem baulk of
the site before it was cut back to the boundary wan with the Crown Court plot.

Gravel (05~ appears to underlie the blickearth across the whole site. Trenches 2 & 3
showed no obvious variation [n the gTavel throughout their 2m depths. There was
no indic.ation that the gravel was other than river terrace deposits. Features 013;044;
&;048 were cut into gravel.

6.2. ROMAN EVIDENCE

Six archaeological features from the site have been dated to the Roman period, based
on a spot-date of the pottery in their fills. This e\ridence is significant in the context
of the City of Southampton. FiI'Stty it was not expected to find Roman remains in
this area of the city, despite the previously recorded -findof Roman coins at the

fJi"csent-dav Colim?:ePlace (see figure 2). Coins can be Poor indicators of. . v . -
archaeological remains, because their continued value over time makes them liable
to be retained for tong Periods uf time and Ior lost and recovered several times.~,

.

Seconctly not much is known about Roman occupation within the area of the
present- day city. The Roman settlement at Bitteme Manor has undergone oniy
fractional investigation by archaeologists. Scattered find-spots; scattered
observations of Roman roads; a Roman burial site at Porlswood; and Roman
occupation of uncertain function at Swaythling comprises the evidence sa far.
Southampton is ']inged" by more defined Roman evidence including a defended
settlement at Nursling. a viHa at Southampton(Eastleigh) airport, a pottmy kiln at
Shedfield.

These six features have been interpreted as a boundalY ditch (01~; a drainage ditch
(04~; two pits (020 &044); and two features of uncertain function (025 &031).

'The presence of pits containing domestic refuse (pottelY; glass; and iron nails) would
suggest a proximate human habitation as such material was commonly disposed of
dose to the point of use. Ukevllise the obseIvation of a shell-lich layer (028) in the
bmuK1t.uyditch points tDthe consumption of frllits de Dler nearby. At least three
tiles are attested to (in contexts 021;032&047), which, added to the infonnation
above, increases the case for suspecting that a building of the Roman period may
have stood in the vicinity of the site. That only six such features were found on a
site of this size, given the relatively good chances for survival of the same, suggests
that the t1\1man use of the area at this time was not very intensive. This in turn
support::; the theory that any nearby habitation is likely to have been on a
numerically small scale.

Sl1tllhe.t71..4n:~-l{CtetJlogicolServices Lld. ..ltllIJ /994 /J



Summl.:lruReport on the Archl.:leologic61W6tching Brief on sHe of new
t16gistrf:ltes' Court London R06d, South6mpton (ph6se 1)

The boundalY ditch appears not to have been long-lived in its function. Its fiIlshave
yielded pottery of the same short peliod and its comparative shallowness makes it
unlikeiy that it held a major defensive function. It can thus be seen as a peaceful
delineation or a minor defensive work (presumably for something requiting only
minor defence). A possible reason for this may be that it was functional of a .

farmstea(t The presence of a drainage ditch common to some agricultural1y utilised
fields aids this theory. However it may be noted that there is a relative paucity of
direct finds evidence relating to aglicultural activity. A similar paucity of finds
relating to tndustIiaJ activity is also noteworthy. Evidence of administrative or
commercial activity can be harder to detel1TIine. The finds bear witness primarily to
domestic actlvity .. what activity was pursued by the innabitants to pay for their
domestic existcnce is not certain.

The two phases of Roman activity (first/second century and third/foutrth century)
are difficult to interpret with the evidence recovered. It may be that the site changed
its use over time from a bounded fieid to a domestic dumping area. This use mayor
may not be associated 'A1iththe same habitation.

6.3. OTHER EVIDENCE

No evidence of human presence during the Prehistoric period was obselVed in the
course of the Watching Brief.

Bciween the Roman and Post-Mediaeval pe110ds there is practical1y no evidence of
human use of the site. An unstratified fragment of Mediaeval cooking pot (004) is
not conducive to any positive inference. Even evidence of Post-Mediaeval is slight
(002 &(12) and this evidence is equally attributable to the Early Modem or Modem
periods.

'I11esHe appears laid out as a park in the mid.- tlllate.nineteenth century, before
being consumed by the expanding buildings of the Ordnance Sl1lvey towards the
lurn of that ccntLiIY.The G'rdnance Survey was bombed during the Second World
vVar and effected a move to the Maybush area of the city in 1968.Its older premises
were demoJished after this.

. The substantial nature of thc! foundations for the modem buildings on the site may
indicate that there was a need for a degree of site clearance prior to construction.
Thls mlght explain the preponderance of modem material in the topsoU (t1QZ.The
possible association of the site with the Common might help explain the lack of
cvidence relating to the Mediaeval period.

SOlltflerfl.~rc!Joe%gico/ Services Ltd. JlI/Y /994 /4



Surnrnfiry Report on the Archfieo 1Og1Cfi1 "'ltltch1 ng Bri ef on si te of new
tvlfigistrfites' Court, London ROfid, SOlJthfirnpton (phtlse 1)

7. CONCI.USIONS.

Evidence has been rec.orded as a resu1t of this 'Watching Blief of human use of the
site dming the Roman pCliod. This use was unintensive and encompasses the first
to fourth centuries. TIle evidence appears relatively well-presCtved, despite daImlge
by modern foundations. The evidence takes the fonn of a boundary ditch and a
drainage ditch databte to the first / second century; a pit and linear feature of
uncertain function datable to the third Ifourth century; and a pit and posthole
discel11able as Roman in date. This evidence may suggest the presence of a nearby
fannstead or other smal1-scaie habitation.

No conclusive evidence of human use of the site between the Roman period and
the Early Modem period was recovered. It is unclear whether this was because there
was not any; it was too ephel neral to leave a trace; or it was destroyed during
construction of the pre-existing modern bUIldings on the sIte.

The evidence recovered is significant because relatively little is known about the
Roman settlement of Southampton. Given the relatively good sUivival of this
evidence especial vigilance on development in the vicinity of the site may provide
an oppmiunity to. further this knowledge.

SOlltllerriArc.IJtJeolagic(;j Services Lld. ..Itdy /994 /5
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Magistrates' Court, London Road, Southampton (phase 1)

ADDENDUM

Coin Conservation

As stated on page 11 above an attempt at dating the silver coin recovered from context
032 'Wasto be undertaken.

The coin (item mrnber 001) 'NaS conserved at Salisbury Museum. Acopy of the
conservator's report is appended herewith. .

It can be seen that the obverse surface is all but corroded away. Ho~ver some of the
original lettering is discernible. Reference to Sear 1988 and Sutherland 1914 has
established that the full legend \fK)uld probably have read: Fk~s Milnm ("the loyally
of the soldiers'). The figure as shown on the conservator's drawing is recognisably
female and is likely to depict Fides.

Coins bearing this legend ~e issued throughout the Third Century, but especially in
mid-century when a series of short-lived emperors relied on the dubious loyalty of the
Army. This date-range for the coin reinforces the dating suggested by the examination
ofthe pottery from the same context

Bibliography:

D.R Sear Ik>IlJan Ct?ins lillt1 Ther J,~?II~Seaby 1988
C.HV. Sutherland Ikvn.~n({?ins Barrie & Jenkins 1914
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