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PAr,I< FAr,11, THOr\I~IGTON ('niG (14) ~ Sl.J111'1(~I~Y

Grid reference TM 4230 7290

Over. one week period.t the end of October 1991, p.rt
of a small Romano-British settlement si'te north east of
P.rk F.rm, Thorington, w.s ex.mined prior to the
destrllction of the area through qllarrying lUOf'k. 1'he site
was (·?xcava'ted Undf?r'" IIJa"tc:hin<J br"if?'f cDndi·tion~; dur"in<.:J t:op
and ~;uh-'!;;(:)i1 ~,tTippj.ng cm Ph a!;,'·,> ::m of t:hE.' AF~C Cf..'nt·r'a I,
P<:'\l'i~ F.,'m t~ual'l'Y. Full cO'-opel'atim) lIms giv~~n by ·t:h0~

quarry manager, Mr P Bradshaw, and his colleagues during
the pel'iod of t:hf? e·....c.v<~tion wi·thin ·th,·? cons·tl'a:i.nt·s
:i.mp(:)s(.;.~d by t:heir' OllJrl IIJoY'kinq pr'(:"tct::ic:€~s.

B(~f(Jl"'(~ lIJor"l~ S·t(;"'\l... ·tf?d on t:he Par'k. F(,":I, l"'m qual-'l"'Y i't IIJaS k nCJUJ))

that the line of the old main east coast road ran on a
sm.l'th Wf?S·t ·t:o nm'th eas'I: a 1 iqnoH.?n·I: ·t:hl'()ugh ThOl':i n<.rton
Park ITNG (11). The road is shown on a map of 1783
(Hodslo\inson) and can ali5D he:? Sf£,(·;Hl on (':HX'l"ial ph()t()qr"aph~:;

of t:hf.:.\ C\r~(~a. It· tIJ~\S mr.)v(·~d f.·~t:H;t·lIJ:;;H"ds;. t.'r.) :i. t:~;;. pr€·~sf.:"nt

aliqnment in the late eiqhteenth/e.rly nineteenth century
lijherl Thorington Park lijas created. The old main roact is
of intel~es·t in the context of this l~ecently exe:avated
~H:rt:1": 1E-~ment· sf t:~\ her.: au SE~ i t·s; c\ 1 i gnmf:~nt i~; 1 i kE~ 1Y t:o h(·~

Roman in oriqin IJP personal communication) runninq
bf.·,t·llJ0~en majOl' si t'es of ·this pel'iod at Hac:l·10~,,·tcm (Wic:kham
Market) to the south .nd Wenh.ston to the north. No
evidence was found for the road durinq the watc:hinq
br'i(;;>f. The l."'lf? mech.nica I sCl'apf?l'S used fm' the ·top
:and ~:;l.lJ:)~·s;.c:):i.l f:;t:ripp:i.n~~ h<·:,v:i.nq r~E~Ill()Vf:-H:l up t·o ()n.::·~ m(·:~t·r~€·~

acrot:;~:;. the·? llJhol(-? 2n~(-?a as lHE'll as 1(-?avirH.:J <"it hadly
clistlJrbed ancl compacted sllrface, ttle iclentification of
shallow featlll~es 'lJas extremely difficult. It is qlJite
likely that arctlaeological featllr'es IlJere missect as the
soil stripping continued .nd the lack of any evidence for
the road may he explained in this way. The main means of
identifying fea·tttres IlJaS the location of dal~k featt.ll~e

fill and pottery scatter", therefore any archaeological
c()n·t(·~\)(·t IIJit:h ·'suh·~s():i. 1 cD1 our~f:~d" fi 11, or' fc-:.\lll f:i.nd~;, IIJ(:\~:;

likely to be missed. It should be noted, however, that
the road line ITNG 011), is visible in the field to the
~;CH.lt.·h of thf.:" qUi::H'r'Y C\S a dist'j,nc:t- b:c\nd of ~;m{:\ 11 ~;.t·C)l"l€·~~:;,

tllese pr'esurnahly r'epresenting a road slll~face disturbed by
t:I')(,~ p 1ough •

'1'h(·:~ ar'f:·~a c)f t:hf::\ F~omano··-Br':i.t·:i."1;h ~;f:·~t..t"lf:~m€~nt· f:~)(.i::llll:i.n€-)d 1i€:"s
just to the west of the old road line, .djacent to a
sm,,\ll "elCH] lE·,q" :in :it:~; clliqnlllf.mt·. A'I: this point- ·t'hf.~ old
~~oad 1 t ne dr'ops t nt·(:) a ~s.mm.l 1 va 1 1E'y i:lnd ·th(·? ~:;(~·ti7) f?Ill(-:-~nt:

site i" on the 18m OD contour on a north/north east
ffThC: i ng ~s.1 ope SOOlf;? ~iO Ill(·:rtr"f?~:; f::tllJ<.":ty fr'om a ~5m<::t 1 1, (0a~;·tllJa)~d

flowinq stream which is now a simple field drain. The
slope across the al~ea is relatively gentle alld the
unelel'lyinq ell':ift· geoloqy i" 0\ sanely ~Jr'o\vf.'l whic:h conndnf.;
llUm(·?l~()l.IS yf? 1 1(~'tIJ clay dE'p(J~:;i·ts ..



", '.
TtH:'~ f i r~'St· f (o;~:c:\t·Ll)"'€.;t t'o hp 1()cat:€·~d lIJ<:Hi;' a sha 1 1OtH Clf.~pl"'f.\\m.sic)n

with a very charcoal rich fill (0005). As this feature
had been severely truncated by the scrapers its full
interpre'tation remai11s difficult. Hotuever it did COlltairl
::1 b,,\I~EH:t clay "bd,cks" (0007,OOOf.\ & 0(10), a!;; ll)(;'))I ,,\S
other baked clay fragments. The underlying sand and
g,-'mvel had also been tleavily bLlrllt indicating a fire
wi17hin a pi't, 17he ff?a'tul'f? possibly Opf?1'<~'t:i,n9 as a hf?'''l'''th
Dr' ov(·:~n \IJit'h c:oc)king V€·~SS€·)Js f:;uppc)r~t:€~d on t'he ··hr... ic:ksj.·· ..
TIH? l<,'\)'9f? qu<.,\n'tity of charcoal in 'the fi II SUppo)"ted such
,,\ 'th€~()l'Y. A mc)d€~)'a tE) I Y I a l'g(;,> quant i ty of pott'€~)'y lIJa~;

l'ecove)'ed fl'om this ?hea1"th/oVf?n, much of i't in 'thf? f:i, I I
spr€~acl clOllJ\1 t·hf.~ S 1Opf.·) hy the Illf.·~c:hf:\nj.c:{:\1 f:;.c:r·~'I:H~r·s (0004).
To the south tllest of this featltre a pit with m
considerable amount of burnt clay/daub in its fill, 0003,
tUBS also located. Some of the sllrroLlnding sand arollnd
ttlis pit tuas also burnt, again indicating a possible
hear"th/ovl;,>n USl,'. Un'for'tLll1,~'tf?ly this f,;,>atu1'e llIas only
rapiclly, and partially, excavated before its destrLlction.

Thf~ f1H:d. n at"'f?<:\ ()f ·th(7.' (,~·.t'.cava·t:i(Jn UJ,·itS ·to ·th(7.' not... ·th llJ(~~;t' of
·th(~·~ f€·~at:urf..;'s in:i.t·ial ly cli~1j.cc)vf.:\)"'fN:l :r.\nd c:[)nsi~:;t·f.·~d of a

l"'ectanglllmr block, 525 square metres in extent. Work
COYlcentrated on this area after the scrapers disturbed
two ditches llIhich had pottery rich fills (0020 & 002?).
Battl c)f these ditches hact an east-west alignment and tttey
both continUf?d llJ(~stlIJal"'dsf ()u·l:'~s:i.d(~? 'the area ~5:t'1"'ipp~?d (':\t:
17h i s t: i m€~. Th€~ two et:i, tchf"s llI€~l'f,' close toqE)1~he)' a net
par'allf?l, 'thl;'> la1'<Jel' ()nf? (0020) hu't'!: f?ndin<J llJi'thin 'thl,)
area examined and the smaller one (0022), continltirlg
eastlijarcts towards the l"'oad line. The line of this latter'
d:i. ·teh tlJ(':\S lost· :r,\t· :i. t:~:; (·::\(':U;t:E-:rY'rl E-Hl<:l dl.lf:·~ t·o t'l'H:'~ dE.;'!yth of
sLlb-soil removed by the sCl"'apers. To tIle noy'tll of these
two clitehes various featLlres were located inclllding a pit
(0029), llJhich contaim?cl shf?l'ds of f 1in't ql'i't'tl;,>d, h<.uld ..,
made pottery of ?Iron Age date. A later pit (0030), cut
'this ?Iron Age pit Blld is of illterest as it contained a
large quantity of baked clay fra9ments in its upper fill.
TIH? upI' l,~l' f ill in 'th l;'> pi t (00:30) 1y i n<] OV~~l' a b."hf?ct <: 1ay
"pact" (OO:~:3) wh:i,c:h a~Fd.n may :i,nct:i.cat'f.'~ somf,' fCH'm of ov€m.
TtH? bal~l,,'d clay "I' ,,\d " \'ms ()n I y bUl'n't l)l1 :i. t'j, LlppE'l' ,,;ul"facf'~

and it sat in the middle of the pit fill, llIith virtually
no hahed clay underneath, althou<Jh the 101ller fill llIas
r'f,~la'tivf.,~ly chapcoal r'ich (OO::l4). Th€~ l"E~ma:i,nctE'l' of t'hE~

ff?<:\·tUl"'f?S in ·this ar'ea consis·tE-?d of ~r)mall pi'ts <.':\nd f;;COOpSto

TJ'H~ arE.;'a t'o t:h€·~ ~;()ut'h of t-tl€-:r t'llJD eli t:C:tH\\~'j. was; f:~x.am:i nE~cl

rapidly as the mechanical scrapers had churned it up
b~:\ell V • ()nf.,~:i s;o 1:t:\ 't€·~d P :i t· ( OO::J7 ) llJ<:\S 1DC:r.\ t:(:-:rcl a ~:; (IJ(,:\ -:;; a

j,m,,\ 1 1 $C oop (00:39) • HOlIJf?Vf?l' Vl~PY I i 't't I ~~ l;'> I j:;f:~ c ou I d hf,~

seen. Variolls scatters of pot'tel~Y sher~ds and some lithic
matel~ial lQas also l"'ecovered from the distllrbed suh-s()il
aft'E'l' 'the SCpapE')'S had been Dvm' 'the e\l'€~a (0002, 0011,
0012, 00:38), a<Jain indicatin9 that features llIere missed.
Th:i.s m,,\tepia I :i.ndicat'E)d t:hat fLll"t'I'l€~r' 'Wm"\no"'Br':i.'tish
fea'tul"'('?S a~s tl)(,?ll as possibly sonH·? Pl"'f?his·t(Jr:i.c <::Oll·t'(·?)ct~:>

tlJere destroyecl. The tijhole area was also extensively
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mf.·~t·(:'\ 1 df:·~t·(·:~c t:€-:-d, h (HIJf:~Vf.·~r~ t:h i f:;' on 1y Pf:.\C Ov(·:·~r~(~·H:l ()n~::·~ ?F~olll(:\ n
coin (0040) from the field to the west of the excavation
ar'(;~a and an il'cm obj€~c:t (0035) f)'om onE1 clf t-hE1 d:i_t"Ch€~s

(0022). The lack of metal finds tends to indicate an
(·:·~ar·l y t:\nd pat·hf.H~ PC)(.')P F~OOlan()-·Bpi·t'if:;.h S€·~·t·tl (·:,mH·:~nt· si t·~:·~-t

Fieldwalking over the area to the west and south of the
excava~ed site, revealed no oTher Romano-Bpitish pottepy
scatters, although it did locate six Medieval pottery
!!;C,,\-t-te)'s of ?1::lth/14th c€mtu)'y d,,\-te inc: I OSf~ assoc: iat:i_on
wi th th~? 0 I (j )'o<~d Ii_ m?, Om? of -t1H? I a-t-tf~)' 11mHI;;V"\ I
pottery sc:atteps may be of particular ir)terest as it
appf?al'S -to pa)'-ti<~lly coincidf? wi-th -thf? J~no"m sitf? (Jf

Thorington Old Hall, to the south east of Park Farmo The
only known concentration of Romano-British material c:lose
t:o t:hf.~\ (~·~xc:avat€·~d sit·f.-:*, TNG 014, 1iE'~S t:() t:h€~ f.·~(:\~:;.t: c:\nd
consists of a felij abraded shel~ds fOLlnd 011 the edge o'f a
previous watching brief in the quarry area (TNG 013),

One pc:)in·t of ~;.pecial in't(·?T'es·t fr~(:)m ·th:b;. excava·tion i~s 'the
evidence elf pre-Roman activity on the site and the
illflllence this may have Ilad on the poad alignment-t
Although rather thin, consisting as it does of one pit
(0029), of ?Iron Age date and a few stray pottery sherds
(? in 00:1.1.), -th€-) "clog IEH;)" in HIP r'Cl<~d aliqnm€mt­
men·t:ion(0d abovE', may hav(~ b(~H-:-:*n ch.u,;? t:o ·the pl"'E'senC('~ of an
es·tablished settlement ppe-clating the corlstrltction of
t'his main ec:",~5:t C()(':\s't r'ou'tf?llJ(':\y. H()p(·?fully mope ()'f ·this
settlement site lijill be Llncovered and recol""ded lijhen F'hase
4 o'f the qual""ry, to the luest of the excavated apea, :is
5t:ar·t·f.~cl-t

,.I NellJnlan
~.lanuar~y :J. 992



TNG 01.4 BAKED CLAY •. ~I()TES

Sevel~al ctif'fel~ellt

r~f.·~C: C)v€'~r'ecl::

types of baked clay debris were

1.. 'l'h i n wc;·) 1 1 ··f i r'E)d p i E)C: E)';, mo~;;t'l y l"€·)c:luC:E~cl, w:i. t:h
nUmSl... t')l.lS v(·~qe1:-ab 1e impPt?ssions ())1 ·th(~ Otl·tf:~r" sur"fac(·?s + Up
to 1.0mm thic:k, g.n.rally flat. Thi. type of mat.rial i.
found in association tuith pottel"'y kilns in contexts
!;;l.,gg••t·ing :i.t i. l"oclfing m<\·t'€~r'ial (ofi:c,m c:all€~d "clom€~

p 1atc~!5" cf B Bl"CJWn).

Found in c:ont€,'·.....r:. 000 :1., 0004, 000::>, OOOb, 0027 (J. pi E'C: €.),
:i. n p ottel"y) •

~~. R€-~c:tanglll a1" "br"'ic:ks" j a l..... E\(:lt.l(::E:.'d C:O(:H"~;('» faJ:n"':i.r.:,
gl~n.,".~ 1 1y halj) y pl"(·?pal"C?d, ~;ome pic?cc?!; havc? cha ll~ a!5 WC? 11
(:\5 ~:;(:HH:l :i. nc 1Lls:i.ons. On(·:~ c:omp 1€-::\·tf.~ (·:~·)t'.(:\I11P 1 f..~ (0008) l~>:)l1lm hy
:L 4~5mm hy 70mm, othl~l" f l".~gm(?n·t'!5 b(?·t'll)(?(?n :L 2~5mm and :L 4~'>mm
wide and b5-70mm thic:k.

Found i n c:ont·€·)xt·~; 0004 (fr'c.\gmEmt:~;), 000::> (fr'agm(?rrt's; of <\t
1east: ·t',uo), OOOb (fl"a91ll(~n't'~; of ·t'll)(J), 0007 (fl"a91ll(~nt l:rf
on.), oooa (on.) - i ••• all r.lat. to f.atur. OOOS.

3. 'l'1"ian9ul,,1l" ?loolllllJ(?iqh't', one? fr'<~9m€~11't' only. Fabl"ic
qui 't"f..:o ~:;im:i. 1:i':U" t'e) t:hf::- ' bri.cl'\f:;·, s:c:ulcly rf.·~cluc:€.;od, c:()ar"s(,;.~ lui t:h
hpOllJn ()",i,id:i,zf::,d ~!)Ltr"f~':lC('::'S. Binql ('::' (::(Jr"rl(,~"r" Dnl y sLtr'v:i,v(~'~St

1:hicknf.~~;~; 75mm, edgE-~s exr.:€~0H:t 80mlll, not' p:if.,~r"cecl at: this;
cC))"n(?r'. Shape" is Il"Dn Aq(~ 1DomlIJ(;):i.qIYt' t:ypf'; bu't' nD
ind:i.cat·icm o'f "Jh€·'i:hE'l" pic;~r'C:E'cl. FDund in ccmt·(;·)·.....t OO::l7.

4. Lar9. oxidiz.d fraqment!5 with strai9ht .tick
impressions, fingermarks etc. Single bakect sUP'fac:e, SOI))e
straight edge$. Stick impressions circa 15mm diameter'
f':\nd r.:ipca :?8mm di:c':\mE,~ter" tlJit'h c:ir"ca J.~~5mm <.:.taps;. St')"uc'tul"al
.. '?Dvc,m .. d.h)":i. s. FDund:i. n c c:mt·(?:t.'t:s 000:3 and OO::!O (!;;E'C"
this c:ontext for in !5itu de!5c:ription of the f.atur.).

,.I P 1oLlv:i.(·?:~;

1"1a 1"C: h 1. 992
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THOF,HIGTO'" TNG O:L4 ... GEi'IERA1.. NOTES

Thel'.? is .?videne.? eJf Il'on Ag,,, aetivi ty ·thl'oughout ·the"
al'ea examined. Flint gl'itted pottel'y was found in spl'ead
OO:L1 to the east, unstratified 0016 (main unexeavated
ar'ea) and a large oval pit, 0029. More common were
pieces of sand tempered hand made lvares (some also wi-til
vegetable temper) of the late Iron Age, found in small
pi ts 0014, 0018, OO,?3 (!;eJmetimes wi·th Roman shel'ds ,;\!!;
tIJ(-:~ 1 1) and assoc :i.:at·(·:·~d tlJi t:h a b<:,k(.;.~d c: 1ay stT·uc:t·ur~(·:·~ :i. n p :i. 't
0030. Th '" oven (?) in 00:30 was mad.? (Iii ·th a f l'amr~wOl'k eJf
sticks in the clay; similar debris was fOllnd to the
sou·th in 0003.

S(·:~·t"t·l emElll"t :i. s cru i tE-~ pC)~j.~~ib 1Y c<,nt' i. n\.lDl.lS i n'to t'h€:\ F~(;)m(:\n

period. The main features are the east-west ditches, o'f
which 0020 is probably the eal'liest (may be fil'st
centul'y), and b'Jth al'e·? p,'oba)Jly bacl~fi ll.?d b.?fol'e ·thf:~ E".,d
of the second c:entllry.

ThE) E)vi dEmce stTcmg I y SUggE)S·t~; that· OOOS (liaS a P()tt'€~l'y

I~i 1n (!;,,,.? b';\I~.?d e 1ay no·t.?!;). Th,·? po·t·t,·?,'·y fl'elm ·th:i.!;'
feature is not easily dated (grey ware jar forms) alld
"C2/C:3" is ·th,,, be·?s·!: gW?SS fOl' )1(J(li. A I~i In (Id.·th p<Jl,·t,;\b}(',)
"b,"'ic::ks" f()r~ pf:~\das·tal$. In:i~~ht: bE') f:·)(:\).... ly:i.sh~ Th€-H'~f~\ i~:) clls)()
eJl"lf? pi.?!:.? of "dom,,, plat·(,," mat:e·"I'i,;\1 in di·teh 0020 (OO,?7)
",ncl th~~ qllantit"y elf pott'E~l'Y in t'his cl:it:e::h if,; Sllg<;)f:·)~;·tiv€·),

';\l·thouqh i.·t i.s d,·?"f:i.n:i.·!:ely f,~al'li(,~l' ·tl1",n ·th,,, OOO~5 m<."t:e;~r'ial.

Impor-t'E)d mat·el.... i<:\ 1 i£) VE-))""Y l ...E~£>t:r-ic:t:E.ld _. shf.·)r~ds of S<':\mi:e\)')
,Hld Coleh,,,!!;'!:e'?l'('?) l'ou<;jh east bE)<."I~(",' pl'obably l'f?pl'f:";pnt:
[)rle vessel of each. There al~e al£)o some highly micaceOLtS
grey fabrics which may come fl"'om the Wattisfield area
:i. ndust:l"'Y.

,.Tudf:~ F'l OllV:i.E)Z rlal'ch 199;:>
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Page No.
31/03/92 Context records

OPNO COftPof IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION contd. Cut Over Ctby Undr PLAN SECT Fi Sf Sa Photo Potdate

0001 0001 unstratifi Cen unstratified finds An infornl but y y ROI,
ed frol extraction Phase 38 fairly intense C2+

soil stripping, 0.301 of leta I detector
topsoil &circa search carried
0.70/0.801 of subsnil out over area of
reloved by large box TNC 014 and
scrapers, identification adjacent areas,
of slall features .as this only
very difficult and any produced 1 coin
evidence for tilber (0040) and an
structures las prob iron object 0035.
destroyed. The area to Yof

Phase 38to be
Phase 4 las
searched but
produced nothing.

0002 0001 unstratifi Finds frol area of deeper Loc. y fted ROl
ed subsoil, ?hill-Iash,

close to the base of the
slope to the NE of lain
excavation area, no
features visible.

0003 0003 pit Pit, fill packed lith Fi II contained S2 52 y Rom?
hearth? fraglents of burnt clay, little charcoal &

daub, also sand natural fe. finds other
around pit burnt, than burnt clay
possible base of oven, fraglents. As
partly dug into ground this part of
lay have had clay quarry being
superstructure, hOlever lachined at tile
no structure or pattern of excavation,
seen in burnt clay in feature las
pit. exalined rapidly,

reloval of
surrounding
subsoil IOU Id
have destroyed
any associated
slaller features.

0004 0001 unstatifie Slear of dark soil, ROl
d charcoal fraglents and C2IC3?

pottery sherds to the N
of 0005, probably
laterial frol 0005 spread
by box scraper 20-30
oetres dOln the slope.

0005 0005 ki In Possible oven relnant, Fill very SI SI Y CKft ROl
badly daoaged by charcoal rich, 2-5 C2/C3
lechancal reloval of top natural
&sub-soil, (see 0004), sand/gravel belol
as excavated shallol the feature
scoop 2.701 x 1.551 x extensively burnt
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Page No. 2
31103192 Context records

OPNO CO"Pof IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION

0.201 deep at NE end,
0.101 deep at 5W end.

contd.

with nUlerous
partially &very
burnt flints
indicating
burning in situ
in the base of
the feature.

Cut Over Ctby Undr PLAN SECT Fi Sf Sa Photo Potdate

0005 Four baked clay "bricks" It is poss 0005
(0007-0010l, lere Incated represents
in the bottol of 0005 and stoke-hole lith
fraglents of others lere Ihatever las
noted in the lachine being
disturbed surrounding burnt/cooked held
sub-soil. over fire on

structure of
baked clay
"bricks". Finds
cOle frol
disturbed fill
c.0.5-0.61 of top
& subsoil had
been reloved Ihen
excav started.

0006 0005 layer:kiln Undisturbed fill of 0005
but finds crushed in situ
by nchines. N.B. The
baked clay debris (see
separate notes) strongly
suggests that 0005/0006
is the relains of a
pottery kiln, producing
grey lare jars?

51 51 Y y WC3?

0007 0005 object

OOOB 0005 object

Baked clay "brick" in
0005 (disturbed).

Baked clay "brick" in
0005 (disturbed).

As recovered
incolplete, one
end only, 125..
lide 7011 thick}
surviving 75..
long.

COlplete} broken}
155 x 145 x 7011.

51 51

51 51

0009 0005 object Fraglent of baked clay in ?collected as
0005} (disturbed). 0005.

51 51

0010 0005 object Baked clay "brick" in
0005 (disturbed).

?collected as
0005.

0011 0001 unstratifi Finds scatter frol
ed subsoil 40/50 letres to E

of 0005, found Ihen
subsoil las being
stripped, already

Loc. y IA



Page No, 3
31/03192 Context records

OPNO CO"Pof IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION

0.40/0.501 belol previous
ground level .hen found,
no features visible,

contd. Cut Over Ctby Undr PLAN SECT Fi Sf Sa Photo Potdate

0012 0001 unstratifi Finds frol area to Yof
ed 0005, no features

visible.

0013 0001 unstratifi Stray finds frol NY
ed corner of Phase 3D, to N

of ditches 0020/0022, ?in
hi 1Ilash.

Loc. y

y

ROl

IA?

0014 0014 pit Stall pit. 1:50 3 Y LIA ROl

0015 0001 unstratifi Finds frot area around
ed 0020/0022.

0016 0001 unstratifi General finds scatter
ed frol NY corner of Phase

3D, around 0020/0022 and
adjacent features (lain
area of excavation),

y

y

"id-I.C
2

IH2

0019 0019 posthole? Siall scoop (?posthole
relnant),

0017 0001 unstratifi Finds frol a lilited area
ed near 0020/0022,

0018 0018 pit

0020 0020 ditch

Siall pit/scoop.

Ditch E-Y alignlent,
finds frol upper 0.101 of
fill under this nUlber
(see also finds under
0015 &0017, general
scatter around ditches
0020 &0022), Section
0036 las across ditches
0020 &0022, finds lixed,

Y lid C2

1:50 3 y LIA
?Rol

1:50 3 y

0021 1:50 S3 y m ICI/eC2
6,7

0021 0020 layer:ditc LOler fill of 0020.
h

0020 1:50 3 y ICI/eC2

0022 0022 ditch Siall shallol ditch E-Y
alignlent, parallel and
just to Nof 0020, also
nUlber for finds frol
cleaning over ditch and
over 0025, section 0036
across ditches 0020 &
0022, finds lixed,

1:50 3 Y



Page No. 4
31/03/92 Context records

OPNO CO~Pof IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION contd. Cut Over Ctby Undr PLAN SECT Fi Sf Sa Photo Potdate

0023 0023 pit Sia II scoop. 0024 1:50 3 y LIA

0024 0024 pit? Siall pit/scoop, possibly 0023 1:50 3
natural feature, no
finds, fill a very light
broln sand similar to
surrounding natural.

0025 oon ditch:sect Section through 0022. 1:50 3 y CI/C2
ion

0026 0020 ditch:sect Section through ditch 0027 1:50 3 y m IWeC2
ion 0020, to E of section at 6,7

0020/21, close to butt
end of ditch at its E
end, (finds frol 0.101 of
upper fill under 0026).

0027 0020 layer:ditc LOler fill of ditch 0020, 0026 1:50 3 y ClleC2
h under 0026.

0028 0020 object Pot base found in fill ROl
0026 of ditch 0020,
inverted in upper ditch
fill, crushed by leight
of lachinery, fill sale
as ditch fi II.

0029 0029 pit Large pit, linear shape 0030 1:50 4 y IA
on a SWINE alignlent,
(hand-lade, flint gritted
pottery sherds in fill,
?IAl.

0030 0030 pit Pit lith considerable The baked clay 0029 0033 1:50 4 y Y m LIA
hearth? quantity of baked clay pad, 0033, sat in 8-14

fraqlents in upper fill the liddle of the
(00301, lith baked clay pit &did not
pad, 0033, in centre of touch any of the
its fill and charcoal sides, appeared
rich sandy fill, 0034, baked in situ,
belol 0033. possible this

feature sOle fori
of dOlestic oven
lith 0033 as its
base &the
collapsed
super-structure
in 0030.

0031 oon ditch:sect Section through 0022. oon 1:50 y C2?
ion

0032 oon layer:ditc Cleaninq over 0031. 0031 y lid C2?
h



Page No. 5
31/03/92 Context records

OPNO CO~Pof IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION contd, Cut Over Ctby Undr PLAN SECT Fi Sf Sa Photo Potdate

0033 003D layer:pit Baked clay pad/base in 0034 0030 1:50 4 CJL
centre of fill in OD30, 6,7 +
upper surface heavily
burnt, IDler half unbaked
yellol clay (probably
frol a local source as
this sand/gravel natural
has various clayey
deposits present), fill
around 0033 charcoal
rich.

0034 0030 layer:pit Fill belol 0033 in 0030, 0033 4 y CJL L1A
charcoal rich, 6,7 +

0035 0022 object Iron object frol fill of Astrip 24.1 1:5D
0022 (detector find). Dide, 4.51.

thick, curved
end, broken at
9011 long.

0036 0020 ditch:sect Section across ditches 1:50 4 y C2?
oon ion 0020 &0022, near Wedge

of the area exalined,
finds lixed.

0037 0037 pit Siall pit located 161 to 1:50 4 y Y ROllA?
S of lain area exalined
(see also 0038).

0038 0001 unstratifi Finds frol area around 1:50 y L1A RD.
ed 0037, lachined lell into

subsoil, no other
features visible in badly
disturbed subsoil.

0039 0039 pit? Shallol scoop, located to 1:50 y C2
S of lain area exalined.

0040 0001 object Cu alloy coin, detector Very corroded,
find frol undisturbed totally
area to Wof area illegible,
excavated, diueter 2211,

thickness C.3.I,
probably a IC2 as
or dupondius.



• •
.~. Ref GP1510

•
•

•

•

-.•
•

~"-I--'---'r~'-'I ".•

••

....

t·,
..
I

•

~.

••

, ". l

I

••

_.
-

j •
j ~ •.L. _ 1 .,-r' •• •• •, • •

I
~

==--j-ti
-r - • --~ •,

•

1- -+

I
L

,
,.-

•
••..

•

•

•



,

.,-'
(

•
"GuiIcIhaI' Ref GP 151 0

•

•

•
I I

i- .
I



. ~
•.,

r •

..h- I

-+.
I

L
,

- . -, .

I
--~. - -

- -

•

1
-f I'- . 't t --r

t • -
j• . . -

,
... 4--

~. Ref GP1510

-•

r

--
-

.".j-,- - 1,
,

I

t
~

i- - •-,
,

I

. ,
!

. ."+- --



•
. .!-

r-- - j

•
'GuiIcId' Ref GPIS 10 •

• •
..+ ....,

1--



OP LOCATION

(J
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OP LOCATION DESCRIPTION CUTS CUT PHOTO PLAN SECTION SIEVED FLOT
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OP LOCATiON DESCRIPTION CUTS CUT PHOTO PLAN SECTION SIEVED FLaT
BY SAMPLE
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OP LOCATION DESCRIPTION CUTS CUT PHOTO PLAN SECTION SIEVED flOT
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OP LOCATION DESCRIPTION CUTS CUT PHOTO PLAN SECTION SIEVED FLOT
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"Nt:; olG.CiF,obr
Page No. IlAo,,; ~+v "'- "INC; Of4- "::,' ;;Vs

gO-I.J:'T(Ii f,( 1'3

31103192

OPNO POTNOS POTXC"S FLINTNOS CLAymS TILENOS TImm mc

0001 46 0.210 0 0.050 0 0.000
0002 4 0.050 I 0.000 0 0.000
0003 1 0.010 0 3.230 0 0.000
0004 88 1.010 0 1.450 0 0.000
0005 61 0.400 0 2.850 0 0.000 Burnt flint 250g (salple only)
0006 87 1.000 0 6.250 0 0.000
0007 0 0.000 0 1.000 0 0.000
0008 0 0.000 0 2.300 0 0.000
0011 6 0.050 14 0.000 0 0.000
0012 2 0.020 3 0.000 0 0.000
0013 2 0.010 0 0.000 0 0.000
0014 11 0.065 0 0.000 0 0.000
0015 45 0.200 0 0.000 0 0.000
0016 57 0.325 3 0.000 2 0.050 Cu alloy stud; Pb leight,

siall pierced can••
0017 18 0.100 0 0.000 0 0.000
0018 12 0.060 0 0.025 0 0.000
0019 I 0.005 0 0.000 0 0.000
0020 27 0.200 0 0.000 0 0.000
0021 108 1.200 I 0.000 0 0.000
0022 14 0.050 0 0.000 0 0.000
0023 4 0.025 0 0.000 0 0.000
0025 12 0.025 0 0.000 0 0.000
0026 102 1.125 0 0.000 0 0.000
0027 293 2.500 0 0.000 0 0.000
0028 5 0.450 0 0.000 0 0.000
0029 36 0.240 0 0.000 0 0.000
0030 40 0.225 0 9.800 0 0.000 Anilal bon. sheep/goat 90g
0031 249 3.500 2 0.000 0 0.000
0032 34 0.200 0 0.000 0 0.000 Fe slag 50g; Lava quern 750g
0034 3 0.025 0 0.000 0 0.000
0035 0 0.000 0 0.000 0 0.000 Fe ? hinge
0036 46 0.500 I 0.000 0 0.000
0037 8 0.025 0 0.625 0 0.000
0038 18 0.050 0 0.000 2 0.150
0039 25 0.100 0 0.000 0 0.000
0040 0 0.000 0 0.000 0 0.000 Cu alloy coin

-rDTrlL 1465 13.955 25 27.580 4 0.200-
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265204

Mr P Bradshaw
ARC Central
Park Farm
Thorington
Halesworth
Suffolk

IN/KS 30.1
John Newman
20 December 1991

Dear Mr Bradshaw,

Park Farm, Thorington - Archaeological Excavation

The archaeological finds from the excavation carried out in the Phase 3B of
the quarry have now received a preliminary examination and an interim report
can therefore be given on the work carried out to date. The area examined in
shown on the enclosed map.

The site examined appears to have been a small rural farmstead which had its
origins in the Iron Age (£ 2000 years ago), and continued in use into the
ROmano-British period in the first and second centuries AD. As the
mechanical grades had removed a fair amount of the top and sub-soil it is
likely that any evidence for timber buildings had already been removed before
excavation began. However two probable domestic ovens, with large amounts of
baked clay debris, two ditches and a few small pits were located and
examined. The two ditches in particular produced large quantities of Romano­
British pottery sherds, the quality of this pottery indicating that the site
was a fairly poor one in the first and second century period. A rubbish or
storage pit of Iron Age date was also excavated.

It is of particular interest that this site is adjacent to the old route of
the main' east coast road which is likely to be originally of Roman date.
This stretch of the road lying between major Roman sites at Wickham Market
and Wenhaston. The line of the old road can clearly be seen on aerial
photographs and it is interesting to note that there is a slight "dog-leg" in
the area of the settlement site that was examined. This indicates that the
small settlement was already in existence when the road line was laid out in
the first century AD. A metal detector search was carried out over the area
as Roman sites are usually quite productive, however this site only produced
one bronze coin ..

Field survey in the area to the south of the quarry did not locate any
significant Roman sites. However, a series of Medieval pottery scatters were
located and these probably represent cottage/farm sites of the thirteenth and
fourteenth century period. This being a time of high rural population in
Suffolk and all of these settlement sites must be directly related to the old
road line. The Medieval sites are also shown on the enclosed map.



From the enclosed map it can also be seen that the Romano-British site must
go into your Phase 4 area in the north west corner of the present quarry
area. We would therefore be grateful if you could give us good warning of
when the topsoil stripping is to start in this area. It is likely that we
will want to spend a few days examining any archaeological features that are
uncovered in the Phase 4 area and I would hope that any such work can be
conveniently fitted into your own work programme, as we did on Phase 3B.

Finally I would like to thank you and all your quarry staff for the co­
operation which enabled us to salvage a lot of valuable archaeological
information about this Romano-British site.

Yours sincerely,

for County Planning Officer

•



SOIL SAMPLE RECORD SHEET

SA~IPLE FOR BULK SIEVING.

SITE CODE:SlTE:

ORGANIC CONTENT:

EVIDENCE OF MODERN BIOLOGICAL ACTIVITY: ~R~~S:::~~~::::;;~::::::~

DEGREE OF CONTAMINATION WITH OTHER CONTEXTS: ISE#[ iirtti I7 ' __.....J

GENERAL OESCR~C0:i ~ Jpi, 0005-

fYbb~bk ~ ~rl0. .

CONTEXT NUMBER: 000'5 BULK SAMPLE NO.

SIZE OF SAMPLE( NO. OF B < 5', I I I~<
SOIL WATER STATE: I # I t-K:lIST I ;IT jiLOGGEDI

>

REASON CONTEXT SELECTED FOR SAMPLING:

•

SAMPLED BY:

BULK SEIVING BY:

DATE:

USE THE BACK OF THIS FOR}! TO RECORD OTHER PERTINENT INFO~~TION.

LABEllING:"USE PLASTIC LABElS (2) WITH WATERPROOF MARKERS. FROM EACH SAMPLE
TWO FRACTIONS WILL BE OBTAINED: FLOT AND RESIDUE. THESE SHOULD BE LABELLED
BS/F/r etc. AN~ BS/R/l etc. RESPECTIVELY.



SOIL SAMPLE RECORP ~HEET

SAMPLE FOR BULK SIEVING.

1:W~ olit
EIl.....- _BULK SAMPLE NO.

SITE CODE:

ODOb
SITE:

CONTEXT NUMBER: L..-__-.,..__----J

SIZE OF SAMPLE( NO. <): 0 r~ .
SOIL WATER STATE: 1»i1 I MOIST I ? J WAri'R'i:6GGEDI

ORGANIC CONTENT: Ij!§(L;~] ,¥LN~NE r G

. EVIDENCE OF MODERN BIOLOGICAL ACtIVITY: I;..o~ I INSECTSI
DEGREE OF CONTAMINATION WIlli OlliER CONTEXTS: ~~ LemLE I NONE I

mERAL DESC"PT=;~N~~o S;~ {Jtl LuQ J,
PJ1)bC0b~ f~/GLl~ .

REASON CONTEXT SELECTED FOR SAMPLING:

•

SAMPLED BY:

BULK SEIVING BY:

DATE:

USE lliE BACK OF THIS FORM TO RECORD OTHER PERTINENT INFO~ATION.

LABELLING:'USE PLASTIC LABELS (2) WITH WATERPROOF MARKERS. FROM EACH SA}WLE
TWO FRACTIONS WILL BE OBTAINED: FLOT AND RESIDUE. THESE SHOULD BE LABELLED
BS/F/! etc. AN~ BS/R/l etc. RESPECTIVELY.



SOIL SAMPLE RECOR~ SHEET

SAHPLE FOR BULK SIEVING.

DEGREE OF CONTAMINATION WITH OTHER CONTEXTS:

SITE:

CONTEXT NUMBER:
L.---=:~..::r:"'-_---I

SIZE OF SAMPLE( NO. OF B

SOIL WATER STATE:

ORGANIC CONTENT:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF CONTEXT:

SITE CODE:

BULK SAMPLE NO.

REASON CONTEXT SELECTED FOR SAMPLING:

•

SAMPLED BY:

BULK SEIVING BY:

~,

DATE:

USE THE BACK OF THIS FORM TO RECORD OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION.

LABELLING:'USE PLASTIC LABELS (2) WITH WATERPROOF MARKERS. FROM EACH SA}WLE
TWO FRACTIONS WILL BE OBTAINED: FLOT AND RESIDUE. THESE SHOULD BE LABELLED
Bs/Ftl etc. AN~ BStR/l etc. RESPECTIVELY.



SOIL SAMPLE RECORD SHEET

SA~IPLE FOR BULK SIEVING.

ORGANIC CONTENT:

SITE: ~~~, SITE CODE:

CONTEXT NUMBER: Do31\0 BULK SAMPLE NO.

SIZE OF SAMPLE( NO. OF ~): ~
SO IL WATER STATE: ~~D=:;1:::::--'--::7.~=:;;;:2~:::;:';:~_--J

t- -< ----'----'....,

~~-..~.~-.UM_·l,;:)#=w=I~;:=::~,..L......~--"....::;
EVIDENCE OF MODERN BIOLOGICAL ACtIVITY:

DEGREE OF CONTAMINATION WITH OTHER CONTEXTS:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF CONTEXT:

~ rt ..;ftcLJ J fIl,

REASON CONTEXT SELECTED FOR SAMPLING:

W~~)

•

SAMPLED BY:

BULK SEIVING BY:

DATE:

USE THE BACK OF THIS FORM TO RECORD OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION.

LABELLING:'USE PLASTIC LABELS (2) WITH WATERPROOF MARKERS. FROM EACH SA}WLE
TWO FRACTIONS WILL BE OBTAINED: FLOT AND RESIDUE. THESE SHOULD BE LABELLED
Bs/Ft! etc. AN~ BStR/1 etc. RESPECTIVELY.


