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Sumurary 

An 4rchotologicol evaluotion 01 Rm'('nswoo(jormtr Ipswich Airport. has shown a 
romp/u syst<m Q/ dtrchu andfitld boundortu. Somt Q/ rhue fitld sysr<mJ b.long to 
r/1# P""·mMI<>'iJI pmod and can b. mtJiclttd to tlw jlrll tdirton Ordnance Swvey 
map Q/ /886 which sJ.>,.s 'Walk Bono; ldtntlfl<d In .:mn-otion. Mcmy 01/wrs are on 
dt/Jtrtnt alignments and/or ltav< paltr. ltochtd /Ills. Fillds from isolated contexts 
indlcol6 that there has 1He11 nctivily Jw,., duTing tiN Early Bron.u Age, Roman and 
Anglcr&ao11 ptriods, Further ucm.'Oiion htu k~n propDJed In thru areas to 
examine I he features in the 11/dnity of t/.aJablt orttl,{clCIS found In ualed conJv:u tmd 
ro look m the nature Dlld onetJiatlon of/and bom~tlarfl!l in grtatt.r d1toil. 

I. i ntroduction 

The she of FUlV'enswood, former Ipswich Ah'IXll'l, Is nn CU"ea of open grassland to the 
SE of Ipswich (TM 193414). Bordered by the A 14 to the soutlt, Nacton road to 1he 
NE und Ooinsborough to 1he NW. the •he Is less than I km from tbe river Orwell. 

The Planning Authority (Ipswich Borough Council) has b«n odvised by the 
Conservotion Team of Suffolk County Council Arelueological Service 1ha1 any 
consen1 should be conditional upon an •sreed proaramme of archaeological work 
tal.ina place before de> elopment beains An evaluation ,.., lherefore proposed tO 

determine 1he an:haeologieal pcxential of 1he slu: 

The arehacologie:ll ev:lluatJOn v.u commisoioned by B<llway Homes and lheir 
archaeological consulwus CJMJ. "J'bc ftc:ldwoft ¥.as c:onductcd bctwccu the 11• ur 
October and the lo" November 2000 by tlte Field Team of Suffolk CO<llll)' Council 
Archaeological Sef'\ice. 

The site: tmder invc:stigmion durlna this phase of evaluation was of c.27 bcc-mrcs 
within the tt.rea or prOpOsed residentiol o.nd Cllli)IOymcnt nrco.s in the centre, the cast 
and to the SE ofRm•cnswood. 

Previous llrChacologieaJ inve..ouigation~ ru Ravcn~wood hove lndicotcd a dispersed 
prehistoric settlement near the junction of Nocton and Mllt)'on roods (!PS 386); a 
ring-di1ch of presumed Bronze Age dBIC ncllr the SE corner of the site (IPS 024, see 
l lnwiJns 1998); and Iron Age. Romnn and medi .. •al settlement 10 !he west ( IPS 390 
and 391 ). This phase of evaluation wos designed to look a1 lhe oreas wilhin the centre 
and ~ of the: site where little evidence for past activity was known. 

Also of intt:rest "ithm the site was the wanime hislory oftbe airport. h was an 
objecti\'C of this p<ljeco tO """"Y any military all51allatioos. e.g. Pickeu·Hamilton 
forts, and tO record other features. sucb os banks, thlat "'""' pan or 1he runway layouo. 
l'reviO<IS projC<'IS in this oma had encountered round helftb.like features lhat were 
produced by b<lming material in 40-aallon oil drunu The explanation for Ibis process 
WIL1 w lift (og and mist from the Nn\·~'Y· In the text the5C features have been referred 
to as 'fogliftcn" 

fl1e drift geology or this site con.!lists of51md nnd grovel. The local site topography is 
flnt wilh An average height of (:.38m OD. 
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2. Method 

T~nchina. usina a 14·tonne. 360• di&&<r wilh a I.Sm v.id<. toolhless ducluna b\lc:ke1, 
'4"35 carried ou1 to rqwtsmt a minimum~ sample of the toW site area. 
Appn»<imotely 3400m of li,.., tr<nches were laid out 10 uweslipte 1he she (ICe li&. 
2). This included e.2750m or trmchlng required by 1he original specifiaooa. e.a. $$ 
trenches of $0m ench. to test .-... lhat will be ~loped (Hawkins 2000); plus an 
extn1 e.6$0m of oddiuONI trenchina to investigate 1UtaS of areh:!<oloaienl int<ftst. 

All machinin& W3S observed by an arelueologi.st standins wilhin lhe tr<nch. The 
topsoil Wld subsoil were removed Sep<ltlltely by lhe digger to revenl the undisturbed 
nan1.ml depo.11ils in 1he bosc of1hc trench. The upcast soil was checked visunlly ror nny 
archoeologicn.l finds. The bo~e of the trench was checked usina n mttu.l deiCCIOr. 

Ar<:hoeolog;ieol feorurcs observed in the base of the trench were clcMed ttnd then hund 
excavrucd. l)its nnd po~ll·hole_, were half·.sectiOilcd. ditches were cross~seclioned, In 
some ell$Cs ditches were srunpled for finds ralher lhllll being fully excavated. Features 
or obvious airport dn1e, e.a. ·roa llflers', were reoorded but not excnvutcd. Pouiblc 
features and anoJllAiics observed ~re also investigated Md sampled by excavation to 
see whether narura.l or noL 

Exca•-ated feotun:s v.ere recorded on plln at a scale of I :50 and in section 11 aiCale of 
I :20. A pltologmpruc record was made of excavated featura using boch colour slide 
and black and "bite film Different deposits encountered, orcl>aeologJcal or olherv. ise. 
wen: described and ahen 1<pnt111e 'observable pbeoomena' (O.P.) awnbers <
Appendix 2 for eonU<xl filii). Conle.xt record$ ·w'C'rc emcrcd onto an MS AOCe» 
database:. 

Finds recovc:tul from the excavation were assigned to their an:h.ac:olos.ical comcxt 
and recorded using the appropriate O.P. number. Nl finds were: inspected. cle~~n~d 
and analysed ot our Oury S1 Edmund.s office. Finds records were entered onro cut MS 
Access database. 

lbis reporl conudns n rerrc.scnuulve sample of feo1ure sections, all other inked-in 
sections arc held in the site orchh•e. The site archive wiU be deposhc:d with the 
Suffolk County Council An:hacologieal Service • • Shire H•ll, Bury St &lmundJ. All 
material will be assigned the Coun1y Si1es and Monuments Record (S.M.R.) nunaber 
IPS 399. 
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Trench I. This trench was c.4Sm in length. It was s-llutucd in on arett or oonsidc:rt&blc 
disturbance where an airpon structure had been demolished. The IOpsoll, 0408, wns 
very disturbed and survived only as dllrlc brown silty sand mixed with a sprcod of 
rubble to a dept,b of 300mm. Under this was 120mm of nlid brown sllty !4nd sub!!Oil. 
0409, "hicb was cut by a NE-SW running ditch ofe.lm "idth Titisditch, 0410, 
contained a fill of mid to pale brown silty saod. 

Trtnch la. This tn:neh, like 2b, could not be positioned as on&tnally pi&Med due to 
tc:mporvy site buildings in the vicini1y. Trench 2a was c.43m in lcnat)1~ JOOrrun of 
topsoil, 0400, was over 80mm of sllbsoil, 0401. A small pit or post-holc,0402, was 
re-.,aled towards dtc !'lW end of llx: tn:neh 

Trtnch 1b. This tr<O<b was 23m in leoglh. 300mm of topsoil, 0404, wuo•er 80mm 
of subsoil. 040S. Running N·S was a ditch. 0406, of c. I m width with a mtd 10 p&l< 

fill 

Tmrt:h J. This trench was 32m lolll- Topsoil, 0412, was 300mm thick and ...ttoo;J, 
0413, wos 120rnm. This treoch contained no arclutcological features. 

Treotht$ 4, 5, 6 aod 7 

Tlws~ rl'fmchu covt,. o large Dl'ta of tM .ritt but htrve rt\'taltd .,.,, 1111/t octlvfl)l of 
lll'chaeologlcol significanu. The only obsuvtd /«DJUJ"# of c'rclv,tOiogtcalitfltrrst was 
a ditch in trench 6. 

Trench 4. 240mm or topsoil, OOOl. "''*'ove-r lOOm m ~f t~uh~ll. MOl. Areas of 
modem disturbaocc wtre encountered but no de:J)O"'iU or nrchaeolo"lcol sianHicnnce 
were noted. 

Trench 5. The topsoil. 0076, was 290mm thick ond o sherd of IS11'116"' pottery was 
recovered from this :soil. The deep subsoil, 0077, wns 160mm thick. No 
a.rchncologicnl fe.:uurcs were recognised. 

Tr<nch 6. 260mm of topsoil, OJS4, IV!IS co,cring 200mm of •ubsoil, OISS. At tho SB 
end of the trench a N~S running ditch was encountered. This wo.s OIS6 with o mid 
brown fill. One fog liftcr was also recognised In 1hi!l tttnch. 

Trench 7. This trtnch <:rossed trench 6 and had simiiBr soil depth.S to Lh"t 1rench. l11c 
topsoil wos 0160 and subsoil was 0161. No tU"Chaeologicol CealUttJ were cncOlUltcred. 

Trenches 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 

An o.rea of'->ery liule oc/tvity wi1h o modern ditch In ll'tnch J 2 attd on• of more 
omlqutty in trench 10. 

Tmrch 8. The torsoil, OOS2, was JSOmm deep and the sub50II, OOSJ, was 80nun in 
depth. No arclutcological featureS were recogruscd in this treoeh 
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Trench 9. 360mtn of topSoil, 0060, wos over 120rnm of•ubsoil, 0061. Two post-hole 
type features W<re recognised in thi• trench, 0064 nnd 006<i, a po•sible pitltrte hole, 
0068, aod a fog Lil\er 0062. 

Trtnch 10. The topsoil, OOS4, was 340mm thick and the subsoil, OOSS, was 80mm 
thick. This trench revealed a N-S rututina ditch c. I .2m in width, OOS6, and on oval pit 
OOS8, both with a mid bro"n fill. 

Trwch 1/, The topsoil, 0074, was 330mm thic~ and the suh!!Oil, 007S, was 90mm in 
thic~. No llcltaeological featuiH .. ..,.. rc•ealed in this tn-nch. 

Trtnch 11. 370rnm of topsoil, 0070, wu O\'CI' 70mm ofsubaoll, 0071. O.X modem 
ditch containing gliSS and wire, 0072. wu reconled CtOssina the tn-nch. 

Tnnthrs 13, 14 and 13 

This is an auo of increased actl•·lry ._.,,all thrtt trtnchts containing duchts ono 
•'drir/)' of allgrtmtiiU and with,,_ otlwr posslblt /taturu roo AII/<DIWT<> Ill 
rrenchiS I J tmd 15, lncludmg a pl'oJxJb/tfog 1/fttr In rrtn<:h 1$, opp<artd to be 
sealed by subsoil and so~ major l'tmodttllng oftltt 101/1 wt swp«ttd In this arta. 
TM two pcualltl ditcM-1 obsti"'Wd In (l'trteh /4 mfght l'tJNtllnt the tdgts of o track 
lndlcat<don the OS. mop of 1886 (st•Jig J) 

Trench JJ. The topsoil, 0132, was 300mm thick and subsoil, 0133, WDS 170rnm in 
thicl<ncss. Features include n N·S runnin& ditch, 0138, and a linear feature on a 
similar a.lisnment to 0134, pouibly a bun •n<l, ond 0011tainlna frequent ehatcoo.l. 
Another ditCb1 0140, \VtU on n N£:>SW ori~ntodon ond the lrench also included n pit, 
0142. 

Trench 14. The topsoil, 0124, was 300nun thick nnd thcsubsoll, 0 12S, wns 160nun 
thick. Two E-W ruoning ditche• cl'()sscd the trench, 0128 IU\d 0130, nnd both eut a 
very shllllow and pale ditch, 0126, dtnt ran with the trei\Ch for c.47m. Ditch 01 30 
eontaincd anitno.l bone within its fil l 0131 , prooobly indlcntlna n rc:ocnt or post· 
mcdicvnJ date for this fenturc as bone pre"rvadon would be VC I')' poor on this acid 
site. 

Trench I.S. 380mm of topsoil, 0144, \Y'flS over n subsoil, 0145, I OOmm in th.ic.kncss. 
This trench revealed a NE-SW running ditch, 0146 with n mid brown flll, t"" 
possible pits, OJSO and OIS2, and a fog liner 0148. 

Trt.nches J6, 17, 18 11nd 19 

These trenches art In an aua ofllult OI'Chot!ologlcaltKih'ity with a dllch in trtnc.h 19 
and two plls in rrench 1 7. A d11ch In trench I 6 corrt~ponds closely to a field boundary 
/ndicatM on rht OS. map of/886 (l'•flg.J). 

Trenclr 16. The topsoil, 0162, was 230mm thick, which was o•er 140mm ofsubooil, 
0163. This trcneh conutincdonc modem ditch. 0164, that wu NW-SErunnina. 
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Trench 17. Tite lQpsoil was 320mm and the subsoil 140mn> tbick, 0166 and 0167. 
Two pits o•· possible post-holes were revealed, 0168 and 0170. and one probable tree
hole, 0172. 

Trench 18. Th~ topsoil, Ol74, wns JSOmm and the subsoil. 0175, was iOOmm. This 
trench c:onta.iJled a fog lifter. 

Trench /9. The topsoil and subsoil, 0178 and 0179, were 310mm and 801nm tltick. 
The trench conrained one E-W rwmingditch. OL80, with a mid brown fi ll. 

Trtntbe! 20, 21 and 60 

This area, near to the Nactun road, re·w.raled prehistoric activity in the form of beaker 
poueryandjlintjlakcs in a pit from trench 21. Other Bronze Age pouery was 
recovered during tlte monitoring of the roundabout ~·pur to the immediate north of 
these trencl;i!S (J Newnwn JHfTS comm. for !PS 293). Trench 60 was positioned iu the 
Jrope ofidentijj4ngfurtlter prehistoric features and dat1cting tlte aUgnment of ditches 
revealed In trench 20. Ditches in the NW ltalves of trenches 20 and 60 probably relate 
to post-medieval field boundtuitts (.te11jig.J). A JOm by 50m oxcavatlo,, centred on 
the EBA find spol, hru· btttm suggested/or 1his area (set~flg.2). 

Trench 20. The topsoil was 340mnl thick, 0028, and the subsoil 80mm thick, 0029. 
Towruds lhe NW end of the trench were areas of modern disturbance with two N£. 
SW running ditches odjaccnt, both these had r.,irly dnrk fills, 0030 and 0032. Running 
NE-SW, with a very pale fill sealed by the subsoil, was ditch 0026. 

Trench 21. TI1e topsoil was 350mm thick, 0022, and the subsoil so,um thick, 0023. 
This trench reveaJed a very amorphous pit, 0024, 'hnt contained two flint Onkes and a 
sherd rim of beaker pottery in it fill 0025. No other rearures were identified. 

Trench 60. l11is trench was c.92m in length. Topsoil wns 30cm thick, 0502, and 1hc 
subsoil, 0503, was u muximum of 80mm in thickness but was not pre5ent ht some 
areas of the trench. Fi\'C ditches were encountered, all running approximately NE~SW. 
At the NW end of tl1e trench, ditch 0504 was of modem origin, with 0506 and OS 10 
both containing brick fragments and probably of post mcdievnl date. Towards the 
other end or the lrcnch, ditches os 14 and 0516 had far paler lills, with that of0514 
containing a tltick tens or charcoal. A linear pit or ditch fragment, 0508, Md n small 
pit or post-hole. OS L 2, were also revenled. 

Trench e.~ 22, 23, 24 sand 27 

Tltcse trenches were in an area of/Ill le archaeologlcol activity, this i:J ~·urprlslng 
given the abundamfeaturtJ to theN (cemred OJJ/rtncll 60). 10 the. SE (mmches 2J 
ant/26) and 10 tht• W (ircnch 28 ami /he 'barn J. 

Tre11ch 22. This lrcnch was c.6l.5m in length. Topsoil, 00 I 0, was 330nun thick and 
the subsoil, 0011. was 80mm thick. 11tjs trench revealed lwo fog liftcrs, 0012 and 
0014, and a pit, 0016, of probable post-medieval date os it contained cool fragments in 
its fill 0017. 
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Trtnch 1J.1'opsoil, 0018, was 300mm thick and the subsoiJ, OO L9, was 130m.m thick. 
Tilis ttencb contained a fog lifter. 0020. 

Trench 24. Topsoil, 0008, wus 350mm thick and the subsoil, 0009; wns I OOmm !hlck. 
No archaeologicaJ features were recorded in this trench. 

Trench 27. Topsoil, 0004, wns 270mm thick and the subsoil, 0005, wn.s 120mm !hlck. 
Ditch 0006 was a very straight, so probably machined, gully observed along tlte SW 
edge of the trench. This cut was flat bottomed with a base c. I I Omm below the subsoil. 

TreocheslS nnc126 

Between them these lwo trenches revealed six d;rclws. lhrtt« of which, in lnnclr 26, 
are on similar alignments. A pt>JI-medlevalflndftom one oftlu~se latter group of 
ditches and I he orientation towards tho area of possible str11c1ures cellfred round 
trend1l8 indicate a possible route or field boundary in this arett (and seefig.J). Ont 
of the ditches fn trench 25 contained malerial ofpos.rible prehistoric date. 

Trtncli 25. Topsoil, 0034, wn.s 340mm thick and the subsoil, 0035, wns variable in 
depth witlt an approximate average of 120mm thickness. Ditch 0036 W:l$ aligned 
NW-SE and was c.Jm wide with vBrying depths. Ditch 0038 was orientated N-S, 
c.l.3m wide and 200mm deep, this ditch contained in its mid brown flU, 0039, a piece 
each or burnt flint nnd fired clay of possible pre.historie origin. 

Trench 26. Topsoil, 0040, wns 350mm thick and lhc subsoiJ, 0041, wu.s 90mm thick . 
Cut 0042 was a small, N·S alilllled ditch with a mid brown fill. All with similar mid 
brown fills, ditches 0044,0046 and 0048 were E·W orientated. Di,ch 0044 was the 
widest at l.Sm. and it was fro1ulhe {jlJ of this feature, 0045, lhnt a copper oJioy 
fastener, or probable post·medieval date, wns recovered. 

Trenches 28, 61 , 62 and 63 

Tile NE end of trench 28 revealed an abundunl spread ofbriclcs and mortar wltMn the 
topsoil and 1mder this a variety offeaturas containing demolition material of 
probable post.mediewrl dau. This ls ln tile vicinity of Walk Barn, shown on lhe J.n 
edilion 0. S. map of 1886 (seefig.J). Fur/her trenches, 61 - 63. were /old 0111 tO 
invCJ'tigate if/here was an,earller. possibly medieval. foundation/or tlu's .SIJ'IICture. 

Trench 18. The topsoil, 0078, wns 340mm thick and contained abundrutt brick and 
mortar Oecl<s and fragments concenouted towards the NE end of tlte trench. 1be 
subsoil, 0079, wns 90mm thick. At the NE end two pits or poss.ible postltoles were 
encountered. These features, 0080 nnd 0082, contained fills (0081 and 0083) with 
brick fragments and mortnr. Two larger pits, 0084 and 0086, were next encountered, 
the first of these contained brick nnd mortnr (fill 0085) and the other had a fill mottled 
with orange sand. Neitber ofthese feo tures were bouomed. Ditch 0088 ran NNE-$SW 
and had irrcguhu sides with a shallow nat base. Its fi ll, 0089. contained pieces of iron 
and rutim.al bone and is probably of fairly recent dnte. 1t is possible that lhis linear 
feo turc represents the demolished footings trench for Walk Barn ltself. Further aJong 
the trench, ditch 0090 appeared to bend, so its true alignme.nt, eitlter E· IV or NW-SE, 
is not known. Two fog lif\ers were encountered in this trench, 0112 nnd Oll4 . 
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Trench 61. This trench w:u 73m Iona IIJ1d was pOSitioned to tnvcstigate lhe spread of 
feat~ associated with ....,..h 28. The topsoil, 0414, Wll$ 350mm thick IIJ1d lhe 
subsoil, 041 S, WliS 11 Omm !hick featur<S "= spone in lhe NW end of lhe tt<och 
beyood orencb 28 IIJ1d included two foa hftcrs 1>416 and 1>418. On lhe SE side of 
trench 2S ltltbaeologjc;al featuRS "m: much more abundanl. Both 0420 and 0422 
"m: irregular scoops containina demolition 11111<riol. A series of small. sllallow post· 
hole. wete eneountt:rod along lhe lenath of the ueneb. These include 0424, 0426, 
042811Jld 0432; rullhese cuts contained fills Wllh o hiJih clay conteot. A smoll pi~ 
0436, eontoined a dark sill)' fill. Ditches encowneted in this trench include 0430, 0434 
nnd the ""'"" 0438 ond 0440. All were runnina parallel NE-SW, 0430 had on 
irregular, shallow base and miJiht reprc.,.nt o hedge line. All h11d dark, silly fills and 
ditch 0434 contained an iron noil in ill fill 0435. With a much pillet fill and on nn E
W ulignmcot wa.s o small ditch with o V-profilc, 0442. 

1hmch 62. This was a short trench or21 .51n in length. 111c topsoil, 0472, wn.s lSOm•n 
thick and tlte subsoil, 0473, wos I OOmm thick. Tilis trench conUtincd • confusinll 
amy of features, scvernl without clear edacs. An irrcgulor NW-SE gully, 0476, 
contained o dark si Icy fill . l11is had an unclear relotiooship with M im:-gu1ar sided, 
NNE-SSW running ditch that appeared to hove a V-profile in section. To the SE of 
this, on the same orientation, \\'IS a linear arct of dlitwbanoe given the cu1 number 
04110. Post-hole 04 74 still contained a "oodcn post and must have beeo fairly recent. 
An irregular sided pi~ 0482, contained abundont brick ft11g111Cll1S. Wilh a mid to pale 
fill, NE.SW running ditch 04114 mlS)lt rep~t a continuation of one eneoontt:rod in 
tmlCh 61, possibl~ 0434 

TrtN:h 6J. This wo1Sa short trench of 12.5m thllt nan ENE-WSW and joined lhe l'E 
end ofttcncb 28. The thick la)Ct of topsoil, 0486, was 400mm thick and lhe subsoil, 
0487, w.., 140mm thick. The irrcful111 pit 0488 contained in i\5 flU (0489) pott<ry, 
glass and building material of 191 century date. 'rwo squi.U'e cuts. 0490 nnd 0492, 
contained mid brown fills bul were not exc:nvatcd. Two possibly related Hnettl' cuts or 
ditches were 0494 and 0496. Fill 0495 of ditch 0495 eontlllned brick fragments of 
post· medieval date. Only 0494 hnd nny rcaulnrity in its form nod both might 
correspond to 0478 and 0480 in trench 62. Further olong thcirench two post·holos 
were recognised, 0498 and 0500,1hc Jotter beina c.300mm deep. Bolh had mid wey 
brown fills. 

T,..nches 29, 30, 31, 6~ and 65 

This Is "" ar<a of fairly frequenl d/tcMr Additional trenchu 64 and 6$ wut placed 
to tktect the orle~uoiii)IJ of ditchu <nt:OUIJtertd In trtn<hu 19-JJ A ditch 
<ncountutd l'lUllling btn. ttll trtttthtr 191J11116S probably npnstnu a jltld 
boundmyoppomu tHtearl~r IN1pS (st•f/g J) 

Tre11<h 29. The topsoi~ 0092, was 350mm thick IIJ1d lhe subsoil, 0093, was 120mm 
thick. A small pit or post·bole, 0094. WM carculo.r with a diorncter of 400m.m and a 
depth of200mm. 1t contained a mid to pnle sllty Jand fill. Five ditches w.:re 
encountered m thi~ trench. At the SE end of the tcench. ditches 0096 and 0098 were 
E·W running, 0098 being a probable rccut of 0096, both with mid broYIII fills. Ditch 
0100 WtlS a narrow guUy running on the smuc nligmucnl. Rurming N·S wns another 
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small ditch, 0102, with. mld brown, >!OD)' fill. At lhc NW end or~ .. trench, 0104 
was another E·W runnina ditch, c.l.2m wide and wilh a dorl<, stOny fill containlna 
frogmenta of modem &)ass. This probably corresponds to ditch 04461n ....,..h 65. 

Trench JO. The topsoil, 0110, was 350mm thick and lhe very thick Sllbooil, 0111, wu 
200mm thick. At lhc NE end. ditch 0106 was ponly r<>....tcd, this probably 
corresponds ,.;th eilhcr 0096 or i\5 reeut 0098 in ttmcb 29. Ditch 0108 was a ourvina 
cut with an opproximnte NW-SE orientation. Ditch 0116 w:JS N.S runn•na. c.700mm 
wide and with a mid brown fill. 

Trench JJ. The topsoil, 0118, wo.s 400mm !hick and lhe subsoil, 0119, wos IOOmm 
!hick. This trench contained • NW.SE running ditch, 0120, SCJtled by tho subsoil, it 
had a mid brown fill. A foa li ncr, 0122, was also recorded. 

Trent'h 64. The IOJ>Soil, OS 18, wws 11 Omm thick and contained posHm:dievnl poncry. 
Th~ S\Jbsoil, OS 19, was 11 Omm thick. This trench contained thrte dhchcl. Starting 
from the SW end of the trench, 0520 wa. n probable ditch bun end with a mid brown 
fill. The small ditch 0522 "'"' E·\V running wilh a mid brown nu. A much hUiCt 
ditch. 0524, was also E-W runnina wilh 11n upper m1 of mid bro"1l ond alowcr fill of 
mid 011111it brown. TbiJ ditch mt&htcorte.pond to0106 in trench 30 and 0096 or 
0098 in tr<neh 29. 

Tnnch 6$. The lenalh of this tn:neb was c.JOm. The topsoil, 04;14, was 320mm thick 
and lhc Sllbooil, 044S, was 90mm thi<t .. This orencb eootaincd two ditches. Start!ni 
from lhc NW end oflhe trench, ditch G446 was WSW-ENE runnins, it bad a datlc fill 
and corresponds to ditch 0 I 04. in trench 29. of probable recenl date. Oitch C\.14~ "'"'-'' 
N£.SW runnina with 1 mid brown fill. 

Trenches 32, 3J, J4, 35 1nd 36 

Within this area are a twmb,•r ofclllcltus on a roughly NE-SW aligmntnt tllaiiKm! 
been identified in mmche.'f JJ. Jif tmd J6. As many of these nm parallel wlthtl, prul· 
madlavoljlald .rymm (sotjig.J) it Is probahl• that some oftl!cse wotiltl be of this dflta 
or possibly orltllefot'Brrmnerafor tha later sys1am.. Eltlw.r side of tMa com:cntratlon 
trenches J2 and JJ rtwnltd \'l!l)' lllflt. 

Trench JJ. The topsoil, 0380, was 300mm thick and the deep subsoil, 0381, was 
160mm !hick. Tilis trench contained a single dit~ 0382. towards i\5 SE end. TbiJ 
ditch was NE-SW ruMina wtth a mid to dark fill (0383) "ith post-medieval finds of 
clay pipe stem and ptec;.,s of iron. ltls possible thaJ this ditch corresponds to 0258 In 
tn:neh 33. 

Tnnch JJ. The topSOil, 0256, ,..,.. 340mm thick and the subsoil, 0257, wao 120mm 
thic~. Swting from lhe SW lhc hlz&< ditch 0258 was E-W runnin1 and poaslbly 
corresponds to 0382 in trench 32. The fill of this ditJ::b cOOlltinod a eoppet disc: bv1ton 
of post·medJevol date. ThiJ ditch cut a smaller one, 0266,1hat was NW·SE runnina 
and bad a mid brown fill Ne., a slutllow, im:gul111 pit was encountered, 0260. This 
contained two seporate fills, 0261 tmd 0264. The first was a datlc brown stony fill, 
while the second wn.'l n1id brown monied with orange with frequent smnll pebbles. 
Ditch 0268 wn• NW-SF. runninl;. irrcaulnrly stutped and hod a prob.1blc bun end • 
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Ditcb 0262 wtts also irrc(lulor and distulbcd along its Sedge. This feature was E· W 
NDDing. 

Trench U . The 1opwil, 0230, was 330mm tllick ond tile deep subS<Jil, 0231, was 
200mm thick. This trench conUtincd two fog liJicrs. 0234 ond 0242, and fou1· ditches. 
The fii'Sl of these, staninll from tile NW end, was umall E-W NMing gully, ditch 
0240. Ditcb 0232 was a small. slightly curving cu~ but basically NE-SW NMing. A 
much lorger NE·SW nmninK ditch wu 0236. at 2.5m '"width. This had o mid brown 
fill and continued uuo trench 36. Dilc:h 0238 wa.'\ n small N£.SW running cut with a 
mid brown fi ll. 

Trtnch 3J. The topsod. 0224, wos poruculldy d<cp at 500mm and the subsoil, 022J, 
W1IS 120mm thick. A •ingle feature wa> rccognilcd in thc base of the trench. Thb was 
n circuiiU', atccp·sided post-hole, 0226, 350mm wide l'uld 200mm deep. lt conuaincd 
two sepan~tc fill$. 0227 ond 022&, the upper beina 1nid brown and the lower being a 
mid grey, hard com~ fill. 

Trenc/r 36. The topsoil, 0244, was 350mm thick and the sub.ail, 0245, was 140mm 
thick. Starting from the NE end, the nrst feature CllCOuntered wus lhc $1UBI1, NE.-SW 
running ditch 0232 that was first t':f'ICOWttered in trencll 34. An oval pit, 0248, wu 
next obs<twd. The wtc NE-SW ditcb 0236 ohsciVOd in t=>Ch 36 was ......, 
txcavnted to reveal an open, eompamtively shallow, U-profiJe. Apinst lbe edge: of 
the treneh wtl.! a smnll, square pit 0252. AnE-W dhch with n po.~siblc butt end wos 
beyond this. Ditch 0254 had a mid brown fill. but wos highly disturbed by root or 
burrow action so the buu end could not be confumcd. 

Trenchtt37, 38, )9 ~tnd 40 

Th• crrmtd trenches of 37 and 38 rc•taltd a pair of parallel d/tcl11ts, dajlnl11g afield 
IKnmdor)· Of' rouuofprobob/<posl·mtdlt~'OI datl (seejlg.J). Olher dlrchet••erc 
frrqu•ntln trrnch J9. and in trlnt:h 40 a large foaturr, probably a >Dn<l c.trt>etlon plr 
ofth" 19th or 20th c~tntury, was rtcortltd. 

Trmch J 7. Tbc top<oil, 0218, was 300mm thick and the d""P subsoil, 0219. was 
200mm thick. ToMrds the NW of the treDc:b wen:'"'" small fcatUI'<$, 0216 and 0220. 
Pit 0220 was • shollow, elliptical feature with a mtd brown, very SlDftY fill. Post-bole 
0216 wns o deeper, slec:p-.!ided cut with o very do.rk brown fill, n atoncl~s IUe:L 
obocrvcd In section ml(ll.ll represent o post pipe. Two parallel ditches, 0208 nnd 0212. 
were N-S running and wc:n: c.l2m DJ)Ort. These will bcdiseusscd in more detail 
below. At the SE end of the tnncb "'"'a rogliftcr, 0222. 

Trench 38. The 10p"'il, 0204, wns 300mm tltick nnd the deep •ubsoil, 0205, wns 
200mm thick. AI the NE end of the trench was a '"noli E·W running gully, ditch 0206, 
,.;th alight bro"11 fill . The"'" parallel ditchCJ encounte~ in treDc:b 37 weno both 
present in llus ucnch l(l(). Diu:h 0208 was c.2m wide and 500mm d<cp, us fill, 0209, 
comoined u horseshoe of post-medicvnl date. D1tcb 0212 was snmUc:r, c. I .2m across 
and 200rnm deep. lloth hod mid brown tills. 

Trench 39 The deep topwil, 0190, was S40mm thick and conlattlcd post-medieval 
tile. The deepsub!<Jil, 0191, was 170mm 1hick. 1lus trcoch contained five ditches and 
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one fos liJlor, 0202. Slllrting from the NW end of the trench, ditch 0192 was N-S 
runntna wi1h a mid brown fill Ditch 0194 was 2.5m wid<, was NE-SW NDDing and 
had o mid brown fill. 1lus ditch was sampkd to a depth or 400mm liClOI.S its fill. At 
c.39m along the trench, ditch 0196 was also NE-SW runnina nnd hod a pole brown 
fill. Tow:trds the fiu· end oftltetteoch, curvlnK ditcb 0198 wilh a pole &rty brown fill 
was cut by the NE-SW aligned ducb 0200 that had a mid brown fill, sealed by the 
subsoil 0191. 

Tl'ench 40. Thetop.ail, 0182, wos 330mm thick and the rub<oil, 0183, w"' IIOmm 
lhick nnd was Vti'Y stony. Thistrcoch con!llined 01 86, n very large pi!, probably for 
IIJ1l>cV..OO exlriiCtion. The fill, 0187, wa.s sampled ror finds and contained a 19"' -
20"' c. cup rim. Machine excov'llion indicated tbol this pit wu of u leut I m in depth. 
Other r ... rures lnclndc. possible pit, 01&4, and. roa liRerobscrvcd in SC<lion, 0188. 

Tn·nchet 41, 56, 57,58 and 59 

'Tnnch </I revraltd a tli1ch conlalMing Q rbn 1Mrd of Roman dott Sub.ttquently 
fl'enche:t 56 to 59 were pOsitfontd to im't'stlgatD other pOt.tntio/featuru. No more 
Roman mareriCII was reco\'erttd, but a ditch containing a potsherd of Middle Saxon 
dat• was disco\·ertd In trem:h J7. Otltu ditcMs idtntlfltd mlghl corrtspond to tho.r• 
In tm~elou Jl and 36. O,.n area aMWlllon hen might help ro clarify the .ryrlem of 
duchts ln thi.J yfc/nlty. 

Tr·t•nclres 41 and JB. Trench 58 wns c.7m in length. Titctop.ail, 0312 OJ\d 0346, was 
2SOmm and 300mm thick respectively, and the deep subsoil, 0313 and 0347, was 
180mm thick. Trench 41 contained"'" r01 liftnt, 0314 and 0316. The pit0320 .,.., 
partly revealed in the b3Se of tl\c trench. Thi1 unusu3.l tenture nppe:IU~, lrom whal 
you could see of h, eo be 'wed se' -shaped or lrio.ngular In piM and hnd fuirly steep 
edges witlta concave base., 3 depth ofcAOOrrun. Halrwoy along uench 41 the fii'St 
NE· SW ditch was encounteTcd. Ditch 0318 was a smallelll-.itha mid bto"'n fill. On 
a simdM alignment, but I~ and "itb slightly d.uktr fills"""' pamllel ditches 0322 
ond 0324. T"'nch 58 was ploced to reveal tile rollowing two ditches more fully. Ditch 
0326 WU$ N-S mnning and its mld to dark nu, 0327, eonlllined the rim ora l4rge. IAI <:. 
storu.se jar, recovered durin& m.oehining. Adjacent, but with no cleAt ttratigraphic 
relatiooohip • .,...., a larser dilcb 0340. On 1 similar, but slightly div<fllent. aliplent 10 
thc last di«:h, it <Otllaincd I mid to dark fill, 0341, that contoined twO iron nails or 
unl.nown date. This ditch. on a different nlianment. miaht hove continued into trench 
5711>0344. 

Trtnch J6. This lt<neh ".,.. 53m tn length. The topsoil, 0360, was 350mm thick and 
the sub!<Jil, 0361, was 120mm thick. Starting rrom the Send of the lltncb, the first 
feJtturcs encountered were two im:gular cu". 0376 and 0378, lhat were probably the 
resuh of narural disturbanct. Nc:xt came a complex j i.U\clion of diteheJ, no clear 
relationships could be dctonnined. Ditch 0374 ....... NNE-SSW nmnina was just under 
1 me<n in width and contained 1 mid bto"" fiU. Ditch 0372 also had a mid brown fill, 
wn5 c. l.Sm in width and waJ on n NE-SW nhpme:n[. This ditch oonvcrged on dirch 
0368. but a relationship was not detected. The Hll ofthi11 ditch. 0369. w11s mid brown 
1U1d eootaincd a pioce of roor1Uc ofpos:t·medie\'aJ dn1e. Branching away from this 
ditch, but aaain y,ith 110 ea relationship, WIS the CUMna ditcb secti()tl 0366. This 
dll<h had a mid brown fill. Further along the tnn<:h, d1tch 0362 .,.,.., E·W NDDina and 
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contained a mid brown fi ll. 1'he fog Jlt\ers round in 1h.is Lrencl1 were nwnbercd 0.364 
and 0370. 

Trtnch 57. rhos ,lml<~ wns c.24.Sm '" length. The lOP"Ool, 0342, "'"' 340mm !hick 
und lho sub;oil, 0343, wns I OOmm <hick. At the NB end, ditc~ 0344 crossed lhe trench 
on a NW-SI! orientation. Approxima1ely I.Sm wide and c.SOOmm deep it had o mid LO 

datlt bro"n fill. Despile !he <hange in llli~~ <hiJ dilch miihl be !be t<>nUnuation 
of !be N.S running 0340 oboerved in lml<h 58. The small<r di«h 0348 was on a 
NNE-SSW orienr:uJon ond could be the continuation of0326 observed in trenches 4l 
and 58. T~e fi ll of lhi• doiCb, 0349, t<>nulined o fair degree of c~orcoal tl1a1 bccoune fill 
more frequem towards Its $0uthem ~nd. 11 WDS from thls fill that a ahcrd of lptwich 
"....,pottery was reco,·<red during machining. 

Trench 59. This lrcnch w"' c.36m in lena<h. The topsoil, 0350, wos 340mm lhick and 
the subsoil, 0351, was IOOmm lllick. As well as an 1uea of ASJlhnlt 3utfnce, 0358, tlJci'Q 
were lhr<o dilches in tltis trcoch. NE·SW running ditches 0322 and 0324 «>ntlnue 
from lrmch 41 . Ditch 03n was NNE·SSW nonnina. I m wide wilh a shallow U· 
profile lllld several fills from dark 10 pale brown and con!Jiincd oron of20"' e. dote (fill 
0357). 

T~nchH 42, 43 and 44 

This .... as an llr#l1 whert 1111/t t1Tdttltologlc.al activity lw.s been rtcogmsed besides a 
ditch ench luthe cro.t.'l·trunL·hes 42 and 43, o C011ple In 44 and a scort(!ring of minor 
feohlres, many of which -...·ould hat•t bttn of na111ra/ origin. 

Trench 41. The t<!pso;l, 0296, w:os 330mm !hick and !he subsool, 0297, was 120mm 
thjck. At the SE end wn~ n v~ry slendc:r ditch, 0300. NW-SE running with o mid 
brown fill . I'll 0302 wn• n probable tree hole and 1hc ovnl pit 0305 hod an intercsling 
fi ll, 0305, of very dark ~mwnlblack silly ..,d. 

Tmoch n. The IOP"Oil, 0298, "'""' 320mm !hick, M unslmtified Oint Dalcc was 
recovered rfOm this loyc:r. The subsoil, 0299. wn.~ 140mm thick. ·rhe irregulor pits 
0306 and 0308 were probably lrCe-hol ... nnd ditch 0310 w.SNE·SW runnina with a 
nud brown fill. 

Tr.nch 44, The topsoil, 0278, was J40mm !hick and the sub<ioil, 0279, WIUI 120mm 
thick. Starting from 1ho SE, nn img\1lnr linear feoture/ditch, 02R8. could hnvc bce.n 
part of l.'l lrec line. Ditch 0286 wll! a ' :maiJ, N-S ru.IUdng reamre wilh a mid brown fill. 
Pil 0284 was a llll'g<. oval cut wilh a mod brown fill. Post-bole 0282 h:ld a circular cut 
of c.400rnm dcpch Pn 0280 was a small oval pie wtlh a mid bro\\11 liU. 

T renc.ht'li4S, 46, 47, 4H ond 49 

lksid~s a 111181~ dlll'h In trtnch 41 and nro piu'" tht sa~rw trtnch and Dirt m lrtnch 
49this Is a larg~ mea U·htr~few arcltMologlcalfttllures havt. b~tn identified 
WorkedjiJIIIS ojpre.wmttd prehistoric origin have betrn recovered from 0r1e oft he pits 
in tre,ch 47 tmdfmm llfl.'itratifitd conltxls In rrettdtts 45 and 48. 
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Jrem:lr (f. The topsoil, 0290, was 350mm !hick and the aubsoil, 0291, WIS 11 Omm 
!hick. A single, unstracilied Otnt Oalo: was reco>'<red from !his trench. No 
orchae<llogjeal featum wen: rceognis<d hen:. 

lkiiCII (If. Tite iOl>SOil, 0292, was 330nun ~t ick and the Jtobsoil, 0293, was lOOmm 
thick. No archaeological fca1wa were recognised here. 

lklrl'lt <f7. The lop!IOil, 0270, wu 290mm !hick and lhedccp sub<od, 0271, wu 
180mm thick. There was a very clear distinction becween lhese two lnyers. Townl'ds 
lhe NIV end of the lrcocb, ditch 0272 wu NIV·SE runnina ond bud a mid brown fill. 
Pu 0274 was a large circular eot wilh 1 mid Jln:Y brown fill . Pie 0176, 10wards !be Sll 
end or me cmtdt, was a>mallereo~ and ill fill, 0277, was mid 10 datlt brown and 
conmlned a single unretouched Ollkc:. 

Jrem:lr (£The topooil, 0294, was 320mm !hick and lhe sub<oil, 0295, wu 80mm 
tbiek. A single, WlStracilied fi1nt flili was reco\'<red from lhu creoch. No 
orcbacologjeal featun:s wm recognised hen:. 

Jkm:/1 (P. The topsoil, 0384, was 300mm thick and the sub<oil, 0385, was 70mtn 
tbiclt. This crench t<>nuined 1 oingle fcarure, a large, ovol sbapod pi~ 0386, with a mid 
brown fill eontainq VCI)I occasional cban:oal. 

Tr~ncbes SO, 51 and 5l 

/n IIWwof .f/ pr6tirkN'Icporri'IJ' ""' ,_,,om'JI!Jf-u .t/lr>l.fi/hzllll.flw.flukr ,..,... 
.fo-J U. fN ""'fAhH/ <fTf.fir "'->f. 77W ~" fl1nf '"-i•" low t/or.r{(y <V 
prrA1.11oric ol'lh'i(}l Dcrt'J.SS IA11 Jt'r'.J'Iem Mtl f!/tltlf sit« A hKmr /ertiJIIY cros.r«< 
hrndti!J' .fO ollfi .f/ ot1 o HI I' .SS on'Mtotkm 

~ .fO. The copsoi~ 03&8, was 340ouD tbtc& and !be oub<oil, 0389, wu 120mm 
tb1ck. Oiteb 0390 wu a shallow, NIV.SE running gully, witb a mid brown fill. ThiJ 
mlglt1 t<>rrespond 10 0398 in tn:ncb 5 I. Pil 0392 was a probablecrcolhrow. 

1m.cA .f/. The topsoi~ 0394, waa 400mm !hick, two nin1 flakes wm roeov<red from 
tbos laY"f, one of these witb a noo:b at !be end (see s<elion 4 below). The deep subsod, 
0395, wos 160mm tltick. Dilch 0396 was B·IV running wnh a mid brown fill, 0397, 
()Ont:thting a sherd of prehistoric pottery Md rrugments of fired clny. Cut 0398 wa., nn 
irregular sided feature, a possible ditch or tree line, with a mid LO da.t lilt This mi&hc 
eonupond 10 lhe gully0390 in lrmch 50. Trench 51 alto eontaJD<d a foalifter 0452. 

fhom:/1.12 The topsoil, 0454, w:os 320mm 1hlck and the !hick subsoil, 0455, was 
220nun thick. This troncb eontn.iued a single ditch.. 0456, which wM SB-NW running 
and eoncained a ntid 10 d!vk brown fill Tbis wu a large ditch, 1.6m wide and 350nun 
dccp 

Trenches 53, :54. 55 and 66 

Akhotlall .f.f m..a/N' li/1/t!, 1116 01/to t.frM !rt:trcltes /11 tllir 1frt111J7 ltdtl (IJf Utfert'Stlllf 

amtYo/ml'aft«r.·lt ""' &w-.foru"''""" Hll!n!odrl'nWI;, li'Dtt'll .fJ mm M""" 
parlt/Qitcd 11= JOmt' ,Ytlll.r Uti#'.< o//mhU't;f unr o/ parMti'tlltr>rzl dtlt' ontl 

16 



pro/Jd!Jiy !Yprt!rt:nllk poralld. H£-SH' tlitckt IIOdM 01t /Ire 1" dillon a.r ""!" 
(.rN.fiK,J). 0//rt"r mrclr"' IZn! o/pro/Jd!J/6 mrllu tlatt', """<Nr6 o/th mrclrer"' tnN/t 
JJ cmrta!JrM a small.n:mptr o/ .<far!y BrtJNI 4<' alamcter. .I S&H!I' /Nr.td HW' 

awrd 6y /H'Q o/IAe 11'..-/tes. JJ rmd 64 Tllir r.M•'I!d tAal IM /Ja.td ""' t:MIIJ'Jidtrl 
o/MpJYN1 mtd.-aro/Jl'IT)IJoOI6nttYJ~Jtialt'.JXAUfb9k/qmt ujpon/<'DIIn'e. """""" 
- ucrnY111011 -+as '-'r .17181fn1Mp tk"""' l>t!IH-"""""""JJ rmd 64 

r,m:/1 JJ. Thctop.<Oil, 0458, wa5 30Qmm thick and contained I possible prebiscoric 
OAI<c. The sub5oil, 04S9, WB$ 120mm !hick. Suutina &am the NW end or the tn:ncb, 
the fi.ISt fcarurc encountered was a circular ph, 0460. This contained a dark brown fill 
with frequent cbarcoal, 0461, that held 11 rraamcnt or clay pipe stem aod is probably 
ofpost~medieval date. Next to this Wft5 a NC-SW running ditch, 0462, witb a V· 
profile, tbn.t contained n mid to d.llrk brown fill with moderate churconl. Ditch 0464 
was orientated NNE~SSW, h8 fi ll. 046~. w11s mid to pale brown and contained" nint 
Dnkc:: of possible prehistoric dnto. Ditch 0466 wos NS..SW running, its fill, 0467, was 
mid brown aod contoined a sm•ll, round llnrly Bronze Age type semper. Smnll ditch 
0468 was on a similar alignment with a mid brown fill. Beyond this was D possible pil 
or orce hole 0470 with a mid to dorlt fill. 

Trmclr H. The top..,il, 0330, was 330mm thick and tbe subsoil, 0331, was 120mm 
thtck. This tm>cb cont\ined foor ditches and the firll of these, starting &am lhe NW, 
was a very slender gully, 0332. TbiJ was N·S runnina 111d bid a mid brown 611. Ditch 
0334 was NE-SW runnin& witb 1 mod brown filL Dttcb 0336 was also NE-SW 
runnin& was c.2.3m wide and 300mm clccp, and bid 1 ntid to dadc fill. On o sintilll' 
alignn><nt was • vuy shallow aclly 0338 lt had • very Slony dadc brown fill wilh 
brick llltamcnt>. 

7iMdt JJ. The wp•oil, 0328, w"" 400mm thick and lhc subooil, 0329, WliS 120mm 
tbic:k. No a.rchacologic:a.l fea.turcs were rcc:oanl!ed in this trench. 

TrcHC.+ d'd: The length of thi• trench was c.7Sm. The to))Soil, OS28, was 340mm thick 
nnd a small, copper alloy stock bell, SF I 002, Wtl!l recovered from this layer. This 
trench \VIIS posi,ioncd ncross a NE-SW runnina bonk mode of topsoil of up to 48Qmm 
in thickness. The subsoil, 0529, was 140nun thick. This trcncll contained seven 
dHcbcs ond lbrcc piLS. The fir1t oflhese, llnl'ling from lhc NW end, wM ditch OS30. 
'J1Jis wns a N&SW running featuce or e. l.lm width nod contained a mid brown fill. 
Ditch 0532 was a ve.ry sha.llow N~S runnina feature with a mid brown fill Two 
parallel NE-SW running ditches were OS34 and OS40. The fUJt of these, 0534, wos 
slil!)ltly larger and h•d a mid brown fill whc:n:u OS40 bsd a ntid to dad< l>rown fill . 
Bolh these featun:s CUI the fill or. CUIVina but rou&hly N-S running ditch or aclly 
with 1 bull end to tbc N, OS36. This was 700mm wide and was variable in depth but 
opproximltely 300mm deep. lt cootained 1 mid to pale brown fill Pit OS42 wos oval 
in plan and bad a mid brown niL Ditch 0544 was N&SW runoing and bid a mid to 
pale fill. Both 0546 and OS48"""' probably 111unal duturbancc:s but fill OS47 did 
contain some pieces of burnt O•nt. Pit 0550 wu prol>obly a tm: bole. Ditch 0552 was 
N·S running with n mid brown nil. An amorphOUI deprcssion 11 the far end of the 
tn:nch, OSS4, was probably tome form or narurnl dasturbante with a mid to pale 
brown fill. 
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Trt.nchH 67,68 and 69 

'!Mst rhrtt lrtnchts rf"'tQ/td u small sel~crion of ardaatolog;calftolurtlllt lowt.r 
dtnrity to thost In tht S ond E of this or to but mon frtqutnttlwm thost to tht N 
Tmw:h 67 <Uttlrough o SW·NE runn/11/f bank parolltlto rhot dUcusstd In tht ltut 
arta. This shawtd tltotthls bank ktu otOd4 of topsoU and Is f1'obobly 011 airpon 
femurr 

Trench 67. ThiS tm>ch was e.8Mm lone. The topsoil, OSS~. was 300mm thick and 
rose to a heiaht of600mm nt Its NE end where the tn:ncb cut throu&h o SW-NE 
running book. The subsoil, OSS7, WWJ240mm thick. Staning from the SW end of the 
trenc:h the Or.n feature encountered was a pit, OSS8. This was a shallow, circular cut or 
c. I m diameter with a mid to pule fill. Twn fog lifters were next encountered, OS60 and 
OS62, followed by • ditch, OS64, ut jUlit beyond mid trench. This slender ditch was N· 
S running, very sh• llow and with n mid to dnrk brown fill. Towards the NE end or the 
crench Wll$ a medium sized ditch, OS66. This wos NW-SE nmning with a U-prontc 
ru1d a n1id brown, fBirly stony fill. 

Trench 68. This trench WB$ c.l6m long. The upper lay.,. were highly compected by 
vehicle ruts. The topsoil, OS68, wu 480mm thlck and the deep subsoil, OS69, was 
ISOmm thi<k. This shon tr<nch held asinale feature, the ditch OS70. This wu NE
SW nmnin& c.l m \\idc llld 400mm clccp and contained a mid to liaht bro"n fill "'th 
mcxletate pcb61cs and clwwal Occb. 

Tr<nch 69. This u.oc:h was e.60m in l<ngth. The topSOi~ 05n, was 300mm thick and 
lhc s:uM<>il, OS?l, wcwt lOOmm lbic:k. Starting from tM SW end, the fil'll f••turc 
encountered was the ditch OS74. ThiJ wos N-S running. 800mm wide and 230nun 
deep and concnlned a mid to pa.le nu ~ith cbatcoal. Tv.·o fog Ht\en v.-ere cncou.ntcr«< 
within lhis trcnch, OS76 and OS82, and two small pits or post·holcs town:ds the NE 
end of the trench. The first of these WWJ 0587, this wos owl in plan, c.700mm In 
dinmeter nnd 90mm deep, nnd contnined • mid to dnrk fill. With n slmilor fill, ond 
adjacent to the last rcaturc, WllS pit os so. This wns circuJar, 600mm in dian1eter and 
180nun deep. 

Gun l nnd 2 

During the selling OUI of the trc.ncbcs, tWO other obvious airpon rca1ures bcJonaing to 
WW2 were noticed o.nd surveyed. Guns I and 2 were Picken-Hamil!on elevalin..Q 
foru. These were pnucmotic.aly operated concreu defences thot could be raised and 
lowered below ground IC\·el. Now they arc in tbcir lowered position and appear u 
circular concrete diSCS in the..-, Within lhe concrete top was a small steel trap 
door, this has been bolted and welded shut. lt appears that these rons miaht contam • 
lqe qlW1tity or \\'atCt', ......... could he seen round the edCCJ or the trap door. 
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4. The finds by Sut Andcnoo 

lnlroductlon 
Table I shows the quantities or finds collected during c.he evaluulion by material. 
They ore cntalogued by contcxl in Appendix 3a. 

1\t.lcrbl 
Poneoy 
Qnmllt BuikiJfll \ittcrW 
M..,. 
Fndcby 
Wot .. td fln\l 
Burnt Rant 
Olass 
Cliaypipc 
Iron 
Animal bo1M! 
Burn! coal 

Nt~. Wt/kt 
lP 0.197 
11 10.4S8 

• 0.169 
• 0.004 

u 0, 121 
l O.OlS 
l 0. 10-1 
l 0.003 
9 0.996 

2S 0. 137 
3 0.002 

Table 2. Bulk finds quantities. 

In oddition, four ...,tol objects, .. ,. eollected as small fonds. 

Pollen' 
Table i shows lbe pOttery collected from this site. 

CcuiCI'll l Fnbrk NI) Wtll NotH 

0001 RUI-"W I 4 Cup rim, Plltplfl cr.ansfet print. 
0025 DAOT I $ l:)ca~tr rim decOrated witll imJifC:IItd ~quarot. 
0076 lMT I I Green aJUd. 
0071 ESW I ,. ll<><tl<.body'"""-
0111 REFW I 2C..,nm. Btuelbolnosf .. _ 

0127 IIDCO I 96 lllol1]1'0 • . l,lqe-I-
OH9 OIPS I ... Thkkboic 
01'17 l/IIFT I I Finc nuu~ shttd widl. puatlft bKi!cd hnes 

u•etn~lly 

0·419 LORE 9 6.51 llody, bMc •nd rim sllc:rds Orllltl(t "YCSMl, brown glazed. 
(>IR9 e~w I <44 l)mlle, budy ~herd. 

OHI I)MRW .. I 11 Aclldtcl rim1 25!!;Siblo 2llllii(!Ot? 
Table 3. l'ottcry from Ipswich Airport. 

SpoiCh&te 

19lh O. 
I! BA 
Ulh. l6ch t 
19dl c 
19m-20dlc 
lAC 
MSu 
Pr<h 

11th-19thc:. 
l'ilth c:. 
1 Sth-20ttl e. 

,. ... sherds or prehiStoric pottery WCI'C identified. One ...... sros·tempcred Early 
Orocue Aae beak,.,. rim (0025, and the olheT .,.., a deeonllcd nint·tempered shenl of 
uncertain date (0397). 

1\ largo rim sherd from n ln.rac storOi)C vessel {0327) ln a. coruse grog-tcmpertd fabric 
wns probably of I St century d111e (C. Tester, pers. c:omm.). 

One ~herd of Middle Saxon griuy Ipswich ware, olhick coarse base, wa.~ round 
(0349). A hody sherd of l.ote Medieva111!1d Transhiono.l wnre wos identified (0076). 

All other po11ery was of post-medieval date and included post·medieval redwarc: 
.0~ 18), late glazed red earthen"= (0489~ English 11oneware (0078, 0489), and 
tmns(ct·printed refined wh11ev.11r< (0008, 0181). 
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Buildin& Material 
Tnble 3 shows the fabrics identified in the ceramic buildina mAterial (CBM) 
IISsembllll!e, together with their quantities. A liSt by context b included as Appendix 
3b. 

Jo~tbrle OtKrlpdo• NCI Wt/1: 
<a Coarse 81"1 ~<mpored. 1 3 m 
t'lf Coerse sand and rmow: k•dusions. I S4 
fo Fine sand aod r-tlnc l"'lons. I 117 
fi f"~~~tsandy,fewodllcrlltcl-..om. 10 lOll 
Ill F'mesuxl-.1-- I 1171 
mt Mfdiwn Slt'llly, (tw othrt lnc:hls.,_ I 21 
\lo"l I Wl'tite fibrk widH~IhAcl'llfl'lh~ &TO&- 4 J624 
wa2 White rJibric wilh 'otlh!te VOl.· t 62J 

Tllble 4. CllM quantities by fabric. 

All fBbrics were prolx>bly ofposHnedieval dn1e witlt the possible exccptioo of Fabric 
'ms', wllith may be late med,ieval. 

Tllble 4 sllows the quontiticsofCBM by fonn. 

r .... 
Bri<~ 
Panlile I n? 
Rooftlle 10 SOS 
Tile? I 54 
TableS. CUM qwmtities by fom1. 

Five bricks wt.re tnei.\SW"3blc in m -o dtmc.IUJons. ana thrt:e others In one d.imcnsion. 
They vvied from 105mm to 113nun ,.;de and from 60 to 78mm thick. 

R<>of tiles wm: probably all I"'& ules, ooc ha'inB a rowtd hole, although ooe cun'Od 
frogmen• could ben hip/rid~ tile and then: was ooe picce of pMtile. 

A frAgment or I>OSSiblc tile in a C0fi.I"3C: ~andy fitbric W05 glnzc:d on both .surfaces, but 
hnd a stmlght edge nnd seemed unlikely to ho pottery. 11 was 23mm thick. 

Fragments oflime mortar wero collected from 0081 and 0085. The some type of 
mortar wu no1cd on s;c\·cral bride fraaments, bul ~ ·was no evidence of re-use in 
the form or mortar over broken ed&es. 

Ftint 
The llllljorhy of worked lliniS were unretouched Oakes (0025, 0277, 0290, 0394, 
0458, 046~), but there wus also one tllillscd Onke with n noleh In one edge (0394). 
Two blndcs were identified, one smoll (0294), the olber whh rclouch lllong one edge 
(0298). There wns nbo a small round scrnpcr (0461) of probable Emly llron.ze Age 
date (C. l'cndlelon, pers. comm.). 

B~~mt flints were collected from 0039 and 0547. Tbcsc could be n:lated to prdtistorie 
activity 
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4. The Finds by Sut: Andt:non 

' lnrrodudion . ; ~-
Table I shov.'!theqwuuaueso(fincbr \ ~ 
They ue cacalogucd by context in A ~~ ~ 

~-~ % ')· 
~<er, 

Mnt~riu l 

Potttl'}' 

Ctrllmk lluild~na M· "!/' 
Morlar fit 

0 

Firedd:ly ; "' 
WOrked flu'll _, ~ }~· 
Bumtflml "' ~ 
Olus " -&~-';. 

'Vd> 
t· 'b 
l, 

'\. 
"+ 

CJoyW. \ ~;:.. 
trcn ~~"' ........ ~· 
Bunll\· 

'l, 
'!--

In ndd1tion, fo• "" "" >;>.· 
(' 

)'Oiler')' 

Table 2 s~ 

"" .. olw other. Scallopc<l.q... 

,y (0397} 

IJOttJe baSe were found in 0489. 
("m'l l t' \ C 

oOol 
002$ 
00" 
007' 
01 

..... ,..,,.. collected from 0089 and 0 I 3 I !loth ,...,... 

- · No odlcr booe WM reeov<r<d. probably due 10 lhc: 

..-1lSSemblage mnges in dale rrom prehistory to the present. Thia makes any 
.ti:tation of the site~ based on nnefuctuol evidence, of relatively low vtaluc. There 

~ evidence for Limited nctlvlty in the l)rouzc Age, but mntcrinl ofRomon o.nd Middle 
Soxon is too sparse to suggest oecupolion oftl1esc dates. The majorlly of finds urt: or 
post-medieval or modem date GJld 11.re pl'obably related to ogriculruml use. &U'id 10 
militllf)' use contempoJlU)' with the airport. 

ll -... 

5. Condusio ns 

Tbe excavations at tps-.ich ailpon have revealed a considerable quantity of 
ucb.acotocieal features. The majority of dlcse are dit<hea and probably....,... .. , field 
bound:ui.,. Many of these could be post·medieval in dot< and eidlcr can be dat<d by 
finds or line up with known bound:uies from the Ordnance Survey map of 1886. 
Many other ditches. panicula.rly along the sou them cdac of the investigation aren, 
appear to be set out with a NE~SW orientation. These either rcspcc't lhc post-medieval 
layout or arc the rcmnnnts or 'u1 earlier system 1h111 the posHnedieval boundaries 
adopted. Be< Ides lhesc there.,. other ditches on diiTc,..nt oHgnments, many of which 
hod mid to pale fill• suggesting some Mtiquity. Within this system of ditches Otere are 
some oreas of paniculor interest that -.ill be discussed scpamlely. 

Trench 21. Tlua trench "'vealed a shallow pi~ 0024, c:oniAining flint flakes and a rim 
shc7d of BeAter pottery doling 10 the Early Bronu Age. Anoth<r piece of Bronu Age 
pottery hod b«n reeo,-.red during dlc monitorina oflhc: t-' spur &om dlc 
rO\Indobout odJacent (IPS 298) S\J8grning that there mlah• be a coneenuation of 
pr<historic nctivity In this run The ditches encountered at th<! SE ends of trenches 20 
nnd 60, with very pole, leached out fills. miahtalso be prehistoric in dote. 

Trenches 28 nnd 61 to 63. Titis is thcarenof'Wolk Uorn' according to the 1886 
Ordmmce Survey map. 1t is probable lhat the bnrn Itself would hnve been a timber 
framed co1u truc1ion. possibly on brick footings bul not necessarily 50. lf not, Lhen the 
i""gul11r linear CUI 0088 miaht have been the foolitliS trench for a timber sill·beam 
for one side of the building. No brick or monar was ..,., in this fill, whereos many of 
lhc: features in this orea contained demolition INI!eri41. Brick~ mUSI ha-. 
SU>Od 11 thiJ spot but wbcdlcr dlc brickJ came from the barn itself or from Oilier, 
perhopo aneillruy a<NCIIUC$, is not known. A variety of post·boles we~ reeoaniscd tn 
this ._some of.,hich hod clay fills, but no dotina evideoce ,.,., reeo'~ 10 dote 
them . 

Trenches 41 , 57 o.nd 58. A piece or 111 century Roman pouery was ~overed from 
ditch 0326 m the SE end ol"trcnclt 41. Funi\Cr trenchina to lt\vostignte this nreo 
showed a confu51na omty of djtchcs. Some or theso tU'C on a NB-SW alignmenl nnd 
arc probably pnn of the post-medieval field system, othe-rs however were on different 
alignmenls. Trench 57 w111 placed to check where 1.1\e N-S running ditches in 1renches 
41 ll!ld 58 .... ,.. aoina. These ditches oould not be followed through to lhe new trench 
with any eenainly, butaoodlcr ditch was revaled. 0348. with a ehorc:oal ricb fill one! 
eootainitli a pie« of Ipswich war< ponery from dlc Middle S.Xoo periocl. Roman 
senlement has b«n detected within a c.600m rodtus, butao S.Xon setdemcru is 
kno\\n in !his amt. 11 is pos>ible that these ftnds ""' products of f>eld nwmrina, but 
further excavation in this ma could in .. •esdanle lhe po.s.s1bility of nearby seltlement. 

Trench SI. This trench held a ditch with. sherd or prehistoric pouery or DOQoSpecific 
type and two flint artefacts from the topsoil. There Is a low concentration of worked 
Hints in this &cncrolnren lOO (trenches 45, 47nnd 48) nnd SU88CS1.'1 O!Bt !hero might be 
low density prehistoric use in lhc vicinity. 

T~nches 53 ond 66. A coneentrntion or ditches was found in this area. Many of these 
\\'ere on 11 NU. SW aJignrnen1 aod could be pan ofd1e. post-medie\·al field system. 
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Howe,er, sevcnl ofchcsc dilda hod mid to pale lxo"n fills and might indicate on 
earlier phase or field layout Ati<Mt one diu:h conlllined a pn:lustoric artefoc~ 0466, 
and some of the ditches encountered in this a.rea v.-ere on tow.lly different ali&nmcnLS 
and indicrue a ppssiblc elUiier boundary arrangement. 

The value of lhis si1e has been to investigate: n large aren or lie Id boundaries. Many of 
tl1ese arc post·medieval Md arc known from C311ier mBps. On 11 similar ali,gnmtll1 to 
these arc other, possibly earlier. dnches that could be Iona to a medieval layout across 
lhc toulh or lhc site Isolated finds ><:rou lhc site and diu:bcs on differcru lllignmeniS 
SUUft1 some acti>ity in litis llln durina prdlisloric, Roman and Anglo-Saxon limes. 

23 

• .. 
Ill 
Ill 

• ... 

6. Rt:commcndation.s 

In consuhotjon v.1th Dunam Hawkm.s, tbe client's a.rthaeological COrl!IU)uuu, nnd Bob 
Can, the curo1orinl representative of the county, two open area cxcnvntions were 
proposed durina 11 ~J i.sit to the site. 111e f'irst. cc111red on the E.Rrly Oronzc Age find 
spot in trench 21, would be wt area ofSOm by SOm. The second, ccnlred on the 
Roman ru1d Saxon finds in trenches 41 and 58, would he an a.rca of75m by 75m. 

Subsequently albml area has hc<n approved for llulhcr invcsllgouon on lhc vicinity or 
11<!1('hcs 53 and 66. Tbct-e is • <<>nccntntion of fcaiURS in this area, ..,.,. or wluch 
arc su.pected ofhcins <:~rlicr than post·medaeval, and on.,... or6Sm by 65m is hcins 
recommended. 

Jt is filso hoped that nU roads In id ou1 within the site could bo closely monitored. Thi~ 
would ollow ditch aJigrunent.s encountered during Lhe evo.luntlon to be checked Md is 
nn opponunily to investigate huge nreRs of the site thm h.ave bel!n 1uisscd by trial 
U'efl(.hina. 

1. Biblic>grnpby 

Hnwkins, 0.,1998. A Specification for tm Arclweologfca/ Field Emluatlon of/and at 
lp.nvich Airport. CgMs Archneoloay and Environmental Con!lultonts. 

Hawkins, 0 .• '2000. A Speciflcatio,for w1 Archaeological Fltltl Evoluallon. 
Ra\'fllN'ood Forrn1r Ipswich Airport Noc.ton Road Suffollc. CAMs ArehaeoloRY and 
Environmental Consuh.anu • 

Any opml«rs uprmed in this report about the I'M!od tOr~ lrCbeoiOJkal worl an: diOSt ofdl~ 
Fir Id f'lrojcc;ts Dlvblon alone. The nood ror l'u:rthrr work will be d~ttmlncd by 1tle loall Pl;~nnlna 
,\u1h<M"it}' and h• orcluii!!Oioaieal advisan wh~:na pln11ni.ngapplicatlon b rcalltttrd. Suffolk County 
Coundi'JII~hllcotoalon l c:ontmctlna MI"Ykc UllM<M nccepr responsibllil)' fur fi"Oflvf.nhcnce caus.cd 10 
~fihould thr Plannlna Authority lAke a different view to lhat oxprclllcd tn the rcpon.. 
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FIGURE 1: SITE LOCATION PLAN 
RAVENSWOOD, IPSWICH 

Suffolk County Council Llconeo No. LA076864 2000 
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Appendix 2: Context List 
OPNO CONTEXT TRENCH NO IDENTIFIER DESCRIPTION 
0001 fi.nds UMimlified finds. 

0002 0002 04 Layer Topsoil 

0003 0003 04 Layer Subsoil 

0004 0004 27 Layer Topsoil 

0005 0005 27 Layer Subooll 

0006 0006 27 Ditch cut Very Atmlg1u. po5!1ibly rMChinod aully. NW .SE ruMing alon.a SW cdae oflrcnoh, c. I I cm deep. 

0007 0006 27 Dilch r.u Fill of0006, mld/d1trk orungo brown silly SAnd. 

0008 0008 24 Layer TOI'"'" 

0009 0009 24 Layer Subsoil 

0010 0010 22 l.ayer TO!)t()il 

0011 0011 22 Layer Subsoil 

0012 0012 22 Foa lifta-cut Circular, c.60cm in di1tnetC't 

0013 0012 22 foa lift« fill Fill ofOOI2, biKkilh eharcoaly siloy Sllld. 

0014 0014 22 Foglifter cut Approxunatdy e-ittular and SOc:m in diameter. 

OOIS 0014 12 Foalifter fill Fill of0014, hl~ekish dwwoly silty sand. 

0016 0016 22 Pit cut Ci~ular pit (h•lr in tnW"h 4ft'lti.nn) OO:x~~xlOem deep 

0017 0016 22 Pit fill Fill of ph 0016, mid brown Jllty ...,d. 

0018 0018 2J Layer Topsoil 

0019 0019 23 Layer Sub!loil 

0020 0020 2J Fog liner cut Appro"imrucly circular nnd 70cnt ln diametel'. 

0021 0020 2J Fog lil\cr fill Fill of0020, bl~tokillh chnrconly 1ilty i.luld. 

0022 0022 21 Layer Top1oil 

0023 0023 21 Layer Sub«:> it 

0024 0024 21 (>it CUI AmofllhOUJ pit· probably natural. 

0025 0024 21 l)il fill !'ill of0024, very mixed mldldru1t brown silly sond. 

0026 0026 20 Ditch CUI NE-SW ollancd. 2m widex 90<m dcq>. 

0027 0026 20 Dit<h fill Fill of0026, mid brown JOlly sand widlljgbt brown potth<o. 

0028 0028 20 Layer Topsoil 

Pap 1 or 19 
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Append ix 3 a: Finds Quanti ties (IPS 399) 

OP 1'\o 

000~ 

()(11 7 

0025 

0039 

(107(, 

(1078 

0081 

(l(lg5 

00~') 

Ul}l 

I} I 87 

I) I t)f) 

0209 

0277 

029(} 

029-1 

029& 

(1327 

(J341 

i};)4lj 

035 7 

(Hh9 

(1383 

0394 

():197 

(1~ 1 4 

0435 

(14 <S 

I)Hfl cry C ll.\'1 Flint Burnt Oinl F ired clay lrnn Auim;ll bonr l\1i.scrllancous Spot dale 

No \\'[ No Wt :'io \VI No Wt No \V( No Wt Nu \V( 

I! (IIJ..t .1 0.120 I bun11 coni (0.00 I) 19th·201h c . 
·································· ····························································································•························· 
... .. .. .... .. .................... 

::·f•H5 3 0.014 
..................................... Z. _h~n n_t .~0."1_(0 O_O I) ... ..... .....••. .•••.. ••• •.•.•...... P~:~ c<l~ ........ . 

EBA .............. ................ ................................... 
0.010 0.003 

··································· ·· ······· ························ 
O.II(IS 15th· 16th c. ............................. 
0 .1124 !) 4.445 191h c. 
......... .......... ........ .......................................................... 

.l 0.0~(, 3 morlin' (0.0 13) PMcd 
...... .......... ......................................................... ....................................................................... .. 

J 1.1 12 0.015 5mortar(0.156) PMed ............................................................................................................................... 
2 0.072 2 0.026 PMe<l .......................................................................................................................... 

26 0.11 1 PMcd ....................... .................................................................................. 
1:..nn2 191h·201h c. 
.. .. ............................................................................................ , .... ·························································································································· 

I) (15,1 PMcd ... ........................ .. .......................................................................................................................................................................... 
0.63R PMcd ... .. .................... .. ..... ..... ...... .. ... ................ ........... .. .................. .... ............... 

0.001 Prch? ............ ..................................................................................................................................... .................................................................................................. 

0,(1()(, 

n ( 1~4 

i I,(!IJ I 

IJ IJI 

fJ.O I X 

0.005 

0.001 

0.005 

2 0.05(, 

0.016 

2 0.023 

Prch? 

Preh? 

Preh? 

Jst c. 

.............................................................................................................................................................. 

5 0.001 

fl. 23,1 

MSnx 

20th c. 

P:..·tcd 

1).002 I clay pipe stem (0.002) PMcd .......................................................................................... .......................................... 

Prch ................. 
PMcd .... .......... 

0.0 12 

Preh? 

IWo 1 ................................................... ~ .~~~Y..~! t'.~~.~~~-~.\?:~?.1) .............................. .'~~-~?. ......... . 
0465 0.014 Prch? ................................................................... .................................................... .. .......................................................................................................................................... 
huM' fJJJt f\ I 

-



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

" :: 
0 -= 
~ 

.§ 
c 
< 

c e 

c 
;; 
= ~ 

" Q 

,.. -
V 

~ 

0 z 

> .. 
Q 

r. 

~= ~: :: 

-: 

jJI~j 
: ., : ,.~ 
: : 

: .
: f'"") 
: -
;o 

: \.C . "' 
: "' :c 

: r: M 
: o 

; ,. 
: "'· 
; ~ 

= ~ 

: c. 



Appendix 3 b: Ceramic Building Material (I PS 399) 

Conttlt Fabric Form No Wlfg Width Thkklless Peg .Mortar Not~ 

0008 r. RT 2 99 

ms RT 21 

0078 cg B 2 269 

cg B 1185 113 64 yc:s 

fs PM< 227 

fs RT 4 293 

fsg B 1871 lOS 63 

0081 ., B 3 86 I bri<:l. ~ 

0085 og B 152 63 yes 

<g B 843 110 61 

fo B 117 yes 

0190 csf TI S4 2.l Edge fTag, glazed brown bo<h sides, poss 
not tilt. 

0369 fs RT 131 R 

0414 fs RT 18 

0489 fs RT 243 H•p ndgc or pass panhle. 

wgl B 2080 108 60 yc:s 

wgl B 493 

"&l B 625 7l 

0495 "&I B ISI 67 

wgl B 900 108 62 

27 10458 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


