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INTRODUCTION

EXCAVATION OF A DESERTED MEDIEVAL VILlAGE AT

ABSTRACT
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The site of the deserted medieval village of Coton is located in fields 1 and 2 at Coton Park,
Rugby, Warwickshire (SMR No. WA 2778; NGR SP 517 788 centre; Fig 1). It lies to the east
of the A426 Rugby to Leicester road and immediately south of the M6 motorway, and the area
straddles the parishes of Churchover to the west and Newton and Biggin to the east. At the
time of excavation, the western field was under grass, as set-aside, and the eastern field was
under arable cultivation. The underlying geology is Lower Lias clay capped with boulder clay
(British Geological Survey 1974).

Background

The excavated deposits may have been associated with a relict earthwork mound to the south of
the excavation that has been variously interpreted as a castle mound, windmill mound or
tumulus.

The deserted medieval village comprised a multi-phase complex of features, ranging from a
series of sub square enclosures, possibly utilised for stock management, to timber buildings
fronting onto a broad open "green" or road and set within a series of tenement plots. Most of
the settlement area was excavated, and in places the margins of the surrounding field system
was located. Provisional dating of the pottery suggests a 10th century origin, but the main
period of occupation lay between the 11th and later 13th centuries, when the site was
abandoned. The site therefore contains the potential to contribute to the understanding of
village formation, village organisation and the processes ofvillage desertion.

The prehistoric period was represented by sparse dispersed pits and a small group of
cremations ofprobable Bronze Age date. The Iron Age/Roman period was defined by ditches
probably representing both settlement enclosures and field systems.

ASSESSMENT REPORT AND UPDATED RESEARCH DESIGN

1998

COTON PARK, RUGBY, WARWICKSHIRE

An archaeological excavation was carried out at the site of the deserted medieval village of
Coton at Coton Park, Rugby, Warwickshire in advance of development. An area of3 hectares
was stripped to reveal a complex series of archaeological deposits representing a multi-phase
development, with activity datingfrom the prehistoric, Iron Age/Roman and medieval periods.
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ProjectBackground

The original nature of the mound remains unclear. The mound and its immediate environs were
excluded from the excavation programme due to the presence of an active Badger sell.

Northamptonshirc Archaeology were commissioned to carry out the excavation, which took
place between May and November 1998.
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Two groups of cropmarks are also recorded in the vicinity. These are located to the south-west
and south-east of the DMV, and comprise two conjoined oval enclosures (SMR No. WA 8196)
and a rectilinear enclosure (SMR No. WA 8191).

A variety of features including ditches, pits, postholes and metalled surfaces were uncovered.
This reaffirmed the results of the geophysical survey in suggesting the presence of ditched plots .
containing some evidence of buildings and metalled surfaces lying close to the linear "street
frontage", and with comparatively empty plots to the rear.

The archaeological evaluation carried out by the Thames Valley Archaeological Services in
1997 involved the excavation of thirty-four 106m wide trenches and four small open areas
(Saunders 1997). The trenches were located to examine both the potential archaeological
features and the apparent blank areas identified in the 1996 geophysical survey.

Fields 1 and 2 both formerly contained earthworks consistent with the remains of a deserted
medieval village (DMV) (Fig 2). However these earthworks had been subsequently ploughed
and infilled, at least partly during the construction of the adjacent M6 motorway.

Aerial photographs of the area, specifically a photograph taken in 1947 (CPEIUK 1925), also
indicate that the site of the DMV was formerly encompassed by a landscape dominated by strip
cultivation, the "open ficld'' system denoted by ridge-and-furrow earthworks, typical of the pre
enclosure period.

To the south of the DMV, towards the south-west comer of field 2, a large mound measuring
approximately 37m east-west by 34m north-south still survives. It has been variously
interpreted as a castle mound (SMR No. WA 2779), a windmill mound (SMR No. WA 5336) or
a tumulus (as described on an early Ordnance Survey map; 1st edition 6 inch map 1888 XXiii
SE). The insertion of a Victorian water tower has badly damaged the central part of the mound,
and an adjacent pond is probably contemporary with the tower (Figs 2 and 3).

With the agreement of Douglas Moir, Planning Archaeologist, Warwickshire County Council
this brief formed the basis for a specification for the proposed archaeological excavation of the
site prepared by Northamptonshire Archaeology (1998).

A detailed archaeological evaluation was undertaken in 1996-97. It comprised geophysical
survey, fieldwalking and trial evaluation (Shiel and Stephens 1996, Hayfield 1996 and Saunders
1997). On the basis of the results a brief for excavation was outlined in a Technical Report
compiled by Andy Josephs, Principal Archaeologist at Entec UK Ltd (Entec 1998), acting on
behalf of the Coton Park Consortium, who wished to build a mixed residential and commercial
development on the site.
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OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY

Proposed Project Strategy

Project objectives
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The entire 3ha area was to be mechanically stripped of topsoil and overburden to reveal the
upper archaeological horizon. Hand c1caning of significant features was to be undertaken to
enhance their definition prior to their excavation and recording.

The primary modification to the strategy was the abandonment of the proposal for thc intensive
excavation of a 1 hectare area. In agreement with the planning archaeologist, a more uniform
level of sampling was carried out across the entire 3 hectare area. This change was proposed
because no part of the site was especially well preserved. In addition, it was difficult to
establish an overall site phasing given both the dense palimpsest of medieval ditches and an
unexpected background of Iron Age and Roman ditches on the eastern part of the site. A
further factor was the greater than expected time and resources required to identify weakly
defined timber buildings, and the identification of such structures was essential if an
understanding of the development of the village as a whole was to be obtained.

Areas offering the highest potential for contributing to the site objectives were to be selected for
intensive investigation in consultation with Andy Josephs and Douglas Moir. It was anticipated
that a maximum of 1 hectare would be subjected to detailed examination, and should a suitable
example be encountered, an entire tenement was to be singled out for such intensive
investigation. The remaining 2 hectares of the stripped area would only be subject to non
intensive investigation.

2) To investigate and record the stratigraphical relationships of all main structural features
such as boundary ditches and buildings, with the relative chronology supplemented by
the systematic retrieval of datable artefacts from selected contexts.

The results of the 1996 geophysical survey suggested that the remainder of fields 1 & 2 were
devoid of settlement activity. However it was agreed on the advice of the Warwickshire
Archaeological Officer, Douglas Moir, that four 10m x 10m squares would be excavated
randomly across the fields to test this.

Revision of the project strategy

3) To investigate thc extent, form, function and date of a rectilinear cropmark to the south
east of the site (SMR No. WA 8191) by geophysical survey and a targeted programme
of excavation, in order to establish its extent, form, function and date.

The project objectives were based upon the results of the previous fieldwork, and were defined
in the project design (Northamptonshire Archaeology 1998). The main objectives were as
follows:

1) To record the medieval aspect of the site, including the date and form of its original
settlement structure and the layout of any subsequent occupation.

2.3.1

2.2

2.2.1

2.2.2

2.3

2.1.2

2.1

2.1.1

2.
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Contour and earthwork surveys of the relict mound to the south were also undertaken.

Methodology

The ploughsoil and subsoil were removed under archaeological supervision using a
combination of box scraper and 360 mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching
bucket.
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It had been intended that all linear features would be sectioned at least once, with significant
relationships being defined and investigated. However, the unexpectedly high number of such
features meant that a certain proportion were only recorded in plan when their position in the
overall sequence was understood, although all visible surface finds were recovered in order to
help with the phasing and dating of these features.

Selected pits were sectioned, and those of special interest were fully excavated. Post holes and
stake holes that formed parts of structures were also sectioned; the rest were planned and
recorded but not excavated. . .

All archaeological features were given a separate context number, and were described on pro
forma record sheets that included details of relationships, interpretation and a check list of
associated finds and samples. Sections and profiles of excavated features were drawn at scales
of 1:10 and 1:20 as appropriate and related to the Ordnance Datum. Photographic coverage of
the site included both colour slide and black and white prints.

During the excavation a metal detecting survey was conducted. This included a rapid scan of
the entire area and several areas of more intensive survey, generally centred on the structural
remains.

The changes to the project strategy were finalised following a site meeting with the curator and
the academic advisors, Professor Chris Dyer, Dr Paul Courtney and Glenn Foard, County
Archaeologist for Northamptonshire.

After the removal of topsoil and subsoil the exposed archaeological deposits were planned at a
scale of 1:50. All timber buildings and areas of specialised activity were recorded in detail (Fig
5), and all stratigraphic relationships were recorded.

In addition, the original objectives of surveying and excavating the cropmark area to the south
east of the village and the proposed excavation of four 10m x 10m randomly placed squares
were abandoned. lnstead, these resources were directed to opening an additional area at the
north-cast corner of the main site, with the aim of determining whether a possible "street"
traversed the site from north to south, perhaps linking with the relict mound to the south.

2.4.4

2.4.8

2.4.3

2.4.9

2.4.5

2.4.2

2.4

2.3.3

2.4.1

2.3.2

••••••••••
•••••••••••••••••••
•••••



Coton Park, Rugby, 1998: Assessment Report

Introduction

TIlE STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE

Provisional phasing
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Principal phases ofactivity at Coton

At an early stage in the archaeological excavation at the DMV of Coton it became apparent that
there was a far higher density of features, particularly in terms of linear and curvilinear ditch
systems, than had been anticipated from the results of the evaluation. A majority of these were
of medieval date and therefore related to the use of the DMV, but in addition there was also
fragmentary Bronze Age remains, and a system of Iron Age and Roman enclosure and boundary
ditches. The presence of these earlier ditch systems made it more difficult to understand the
form and arrangement of the medieval village. In the preparation of the assessment report a
preliminary phasing has been prepared, and is presented below, but this will inevitably need
revision in the detailed analysis leading to report preparation.

The structural evidence for human occupation at the site has been grouped into 6 broad phases
based on the stratigraphic record. These are tabulated and summarised below. Figure 3 shows
all excavated features, with a provisional phasing to separate the Iron Age/Roman from the
medieval.

PHASE PERIOD DESCRIPTION/STRUCTURES

1 Bronze Age Dispersed pits, a small group of cremation
deposits, and possible features relating to tree
clearance.. .

2 Iron Age/Roman Series of co-axial enclosures, fields and structures

3 Early medieval Probable stock enclosures and possible
contemporary structures

4 Early medieval "Green"/street with flanking ditches with
forrnallayout of village associated tenement plots and probable
plan contemporary structures.

5 Medieval Modifications to "Green"/street with associated
modification and tenement plots, probable contemporary structures
enlargement of village and enclosures.

6 Late medieval/ Ridge and furrow partially overlying the deserted
Post Medieval village

3.2

3.2.1

3.1

3.
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Phase 3: Early medieval features

Phase 1: Bronze Age

Phase 2: Iron Age and Roman activity

Page 6 0/26

The dating evidence provided by the pottery assemblage indicates that the ongm of the
settlement was in the 10th century, although whether this date would apply to the possible early
enclosures Or the formation of the road and plot system, as outlined below, has not yet been
determined. Occupation of the settlement continued through the 11th and 12th centuries and
certainly to the middle of the 13th century. However, the low representation of the wares that
would be expected in the later 13th century and beyond suggests that the settlement became
totally deserted sometime between 1250 and 1300.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

The arrangement of the DMV was structured around an exceptionally broad road or "green"
running west to cast across the site, and defined by the substantial flanking ditches. To the east
there was aT-junction; one road ran south, towards the eastern end of the earthwork mound,

Phases 3-5: The medieval village

Phase 4: Early medieval road/green, tenements and buildings (Fig 3)

The preliminary phasing suggests that the earliest medieval ditch systems may have formed a
series of discrete square/rectangular enclosures, aligned approximately north-cast to south-west.
These may have been either stock enclosures or individual domestic enclosures. They may
have formed a primary phase of activity pre-dating the establishment of a planned village
layout.

Across the southern and eastern parts of the site ditch systems defined a series of rectangular
enclosures and linear boundary ditches dated to the Iron Age and Roman periods (Fig 3).
Specific Iron Age features comprise a roundhouse ring gully at the easternmost limit of
excavation, a nearby oval enclosure and other, larger enclosures to the south-west. The Roman
activity comprised at least two phases of regular, rectangular enclosures. These features
continued beyond the limits of the excavation and possibly linked with known croprnarks to the
south-cast. Only small quantities of Iron Age and Roman pottery and other contemporary finds
were recovered, either from these features or as residual finds in later features.

3) A small group of pits containing deposits of cremated human bone, one of which was
within a small urn of probable late Bronze Age date (Fig 3, BAc).

2) A small number of dispersed pits containing middle Bronze Age pottery (Fig 3, Bap).

Archaeological evidence for human habitation during the Bronze Age or earlier comprised the
following:

1) A number of irregular crescent shaped features interpreted as tree throw holes. These
possibly define an episode of tree clearance, but may also relate to trees fallen due to
storms or old age. They are undated.

3.2.6

3.2.5

3.2.4

3.2.3

3.2.2
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Quantification: the site archive

The survival and quality of the evidence

Phase 6: Late medieval activity (Not illustrated)

Page 70[26
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476
4180

Plans:
Sections:
Contexts:

SITE RECORDS

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

While the site produced a far greater quantity of features than anticipated, the quality of the
survival is not exceptionally good. In particular, while the remains of several buildings were
identified they were all fragmentary, comprising posthole groups or lengths of shallow wall
trenches. No internal floor surfaces had survived, although there were adjacent areas of gravel
yard surface, which sometimes partly defined the location of the buildings. While there is no
shortage of ditch systems, it is the very quantity that provides a major challenge in unravelling
the chronological sequence so that the village arrangement at anyone instant may be clearly
defined.

While the overall arrangement of the DMV remained unchanged, there were quite extensive
changes in detail. The most readily definable of these was a northward relocation of the ditch
bounding the southern side of the green or road. This encroachment was accompanied by new
timber buildings, which occupied the new frontage. This realignment was probably also
accompanied by changes in the plot boundaries, but these are more difficult to define and phase.
There may also have been contemporary encroachment onto the western part of the road
approaching the earthwork mound.

To the south and east a series of shallow furrows defined the extent of the former ridge and
furrow field system. While the use of this field system is most probably contemporary with the
life of the DMV, the way in which the furrows overlay the outer parts of some village plots
suggested that after desertion the field system was still in use and had encroached onto the
redundant plots. The road was most probably still in use well after desertion, and the flanking
ditches were the principal features that survived as earthworks into this century (Fig 2).

Phase 5: Later medieval road/green, tenements, buildings and enclosures (Fig 4)

To the west the structure of the associated settlement was quite clearly defined. A series of
ditches set at right angles to the road formed rectangular plots. Some of these contained the
remnants of small timber buildings, defined by posthole scatters and linear slots, and associated
gravel yard surfaces. They occupied the frontage onto the road, with scattered pits to the rear.
To the east the pattern is far more difficult to interpret due to the greater density of features of
all periods, but clearly there was still a system of tenement plots, with some containing small
timber buildings.

while the other ran north, perhaps towards further contemporary settlement at the site of the
present Coton House (Fig 1).

3.4

3.4.1

3.3.1

3.3

3.2.9

3.2.8

3.2.7
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Landholding and lordship in the Coton area

The principal landholders are tabulated below:

THE DOCUMENTARY SOURCES by Paul Courtney

The excavation lies in the hamlet of Coton or Cotes which was a part of Churchover parish. It
is first documented as 'Cotes' in a charter of 1206 (BL Cott Vit Al f.). Both Cotes and Coton
(the dative form ie. at the Cotes) are Middle English forms meaning 'cottages', that is low status
dwellings. Both forms were used for this hamlet in the Middle Ages and it was also sometimes
described as 'on the wold' (Gover et al1936, 104). Wold is a word meaning wood but appears to
have been archaic survival by the post-Norman period as most wolds were by then cleared
upland areas, an exception being the Buneswald on the border of Northamptonshire and
Bcdfordshire. Fox (1989) pointed out that the Midlands wolds were located in upland positions
on poorer less productive soils, with lower land values in medieval extents. Wold settlements
tend to be less prosperous and smaller than those in the river valleys and more prone to
desertion. The evidence of excavations at Faxton in Northamptonshire (L. Butler, pers. comm.)
and the present site also raise the possibility that nucleation took place later than in the valleys.

Page 8 of26

12 colour slide, 12 black and white

15
1

17
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

Table 1: land holding and lordship in the Coton area

Photographs (films):

Place HolderTRE Holder 1086 Overlord c. 1300

Clifton Alwin/Pr. of Cov. King (De Couey) Earl of Winchester

Coton Alric Earl of Stafford

Churchover Vagna Robert de Stafford

Newton Thorkell Thorkell of Warwick

Holme Earl of Warwick

Rugby

Hilmorton Various Count of Meulan

FINDS (by box unless stated otherwise)

Pottery
Ceramic Tile
Animal bone
Quems, slag, tile and daub
Small finds
Cremations
Bulk soil samples

4.2

4.2.1

4.1

3.4.2

4.
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Later Manorial history and Combe Abbey: Churehover, Coton and Newton

Brownsover Leofwine Geoffrey de Wirce Italian merchants

Monks Kirby Leofwine Roger de Mowbray

Cesters Over Leofwine

The valuations of Churchover, Newton and Coton ('Cottonieywold') in the Valor
Ecclesiasticus on the eve of the Dissolution point to the relative importance of Coton. After
the Dissolution William Dixwell obtained the abbey's former land in Coton in 1551, which
were then described as the 'the great park of Coton' (CPR 1550-3. 209). The Combe lands
wcrc presumably administered from a grange complex in Coton but its site is unrecorded.
However, thc most likely location is Coton House.
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assize rents

3d
6s-2d
10d

value of lands & tenements
£15-6s-8d
£2-15s-6d
£2-16s-6d
£10-12s-5d

Place
Coton
Churchover
Newton
Withybrook

Table: valuations in 1534-5 (Valor Eccles. 3, 54-5)

In the reign of Henry II (1154-89) Robert de Wavre, as mentioned in a 12th century document,
gave 96 acres scattered in the two fields of Churchover to Combe Abbey, a gift confirmed by
his son Roger (BL Cott VitAl f.112). Other smaller gifts followed and in 1291 the papal
taxation recorded £3-1s worth of rents in Churchover (ibid, fos 112-5; table?). The lack of
dates for the Combe charters and limited information on family relationships makes the early
pattern of lordship in Cotes and Newton difficult to interpret. As a result of various gains and
purchases the abbey had accumulated 6 carucates (24 virgates) in Coton by 1291. In 1291 the
papal taxation records under 'Cotes grange' just 6 carucates (24 virgates) of demesne and stock
valued at £5. This makes Coton the largest of Combe's granges outside the three home farms.
The value of stock given for Coton grange certainly points to a classic consolidated pastoral
grange.

NORTHAMPTONSHlRE ARCHAEOLOGY

Domesday Book sheds little light on the pattern of earlier estate evolution in the area. The
intermixed and scattered nature of the lands points to an active land market whether through
sale, inheritance or forfeiture. No enclosure map for Churchover survives but the award has
been plotted onto an Ordnance Survey map by M. Menzler and deposited in the county
records office (WRO Z854). This allows the boundary of Coton hamlet to be defined. The
jagged edge of this boundary (reflecting furlong boundaries) suggests that at the time it
became fossilised, probably in the 12th century, the boundary had arable on both sides for
much of its length.

4.3.2

4.3.1

4.2.2

4.3
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The Roman pottery by Tora Hylton

The Prehistoric pottery by Andy Chapman

Page lOof26NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

The assemblage is small and contains few diagnostic implements. However, the presence of a
large proportion of soft hammer struck blades and, to a lesser extent, flakes, the presence of a
serrated blade and the polished stone axe, are all features which suggest that at least a large
proportion of the material is of earlier Neolithic date. The remainder can only be assigned to a
broad Neolithic/early Bronze Age date, although there are no pieces with specific early
Bronze Age associations.

A complete bowl with fingertip impressions both on and immediately beneath the rim
accompanied one of a group of 12 shallow pits containing deposits of cremated bone, context
1162, burial 7 (Fig 3, BAc). It suggests that this small cremation cemetery is probably late
Bronze Age in date. A further 5 contexts produced small quantities of plain body sherds of
uncertain date, possibly later Bronze Age or Iron Age.

10 total fifty-four sherds, weighing 739g were extracted during the medieval pottery
assessment; further sherds may be identified during later analysis. Roman pottery was
retrieved from 30 individual deposits. Much of the assemblage is fragmented and displays
signs of extensive abrasion, which hampered identification, The extent of abrasion on
individual sherds suggests secondary deposition rather than primary. This is supported by the
fact that 46% of sherds were retrieved from features of medieval date.

A quantity of Bronze Age pottery was recovered in the excavations. The main assemblage is
from a single pit, context 1494, which produced a total of 1887g of pottery from at least 5
separate vessels (Fig 3, BAp). It comprised parts of 2 barrel urns in the Deverel-Rimbury
tradition, decorated with incised lines on both the rims and the applied horizontal cordons. It
is therefore dated to the middle of the second millennium BC, the end of the early Bronze
Age. The other vessels, occurring as single rim sherds, appear to comprise three bowl forms;
open, carinated and, possibly, globular. The large quantities of body sherds present are all
undecorated. A further five contexts produced small quantities of plain, thick-walled body
sherds in similar fabrics to those from context 1494, perhaps suggesting the presence of
several contemporary pits.

The worked flint and stone by Andy Chapman

A total of 30 struck flints and a single polished stone axe fragment was recovered. The
majority are presumed to be residual in later features, but the distribution of the material has
not been considered as part of the assessment. The flints are typically fresh in appearance,
with the majority of vitreous quality. They vary in colour from light brown to dark brown or
grey, and it is noticeable that the smaller, soft hammer struck flakes and blades are typically in
a translucent light brown flint, while the larger, hard hammer struck flakes are in an opaque
grey, more granular, flint.

5.3.1

5.3

5.2.2

5.2

5.2.1

5.1.2

5.1
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Late Saxon and Saxo-Norman types

The Saxon and medieval pottery by lain Soden

Roman tile and brick by Tora Hylton
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A large part of the assemblage comprises only a few sherds from each feature, reflecting the
level of sampling. This provides enough evidence for general dating purposes but offers no
scope for meaningful manipulation of site data for spatial or metrical analysis. The
assemblage in general contains a high proportion of comminuted and abraded body sherds
indicative of repeated disturbance and redeposition. A smaller proportion is unabraded and
comprises larger sherds.

Late Saxon fabrics and forms are represented in the assemblage, dominated by shell-tempered
fabrics (Warwickshire County Type Series, group C, sub-group S). Although these include
types which can be said to span the 11th century, (perhaps better referred to as Saxo-Norman),
a few occur in forms which have been shown elsewhere, particularly at Northampton, to be
type-fossils of the 10th century (Warwickshire County Type Series, type CS04). These

A small but significant proportion of (principally) shelly wares has been affected by water
damage, either through repeated redeposition or original disposal in features which flooded
repeatedly. Thus any shelly inclusions have been badly weathered out or dissolved. Such
sherds are not often attributable to a particular ware type with confidence. Finewares are
particularly scarce throughout the assemblage.

A total of 88kg of medieval pottery was recovered, spanning the period 900-1250 AD. A few
later but isolated sherds extend the range into the modern period, but these came from modern
farming intrusions or infilling in a landscape evidently largely unoccupied since the medieval
period.

A total of 72 fragments of tile and brick, weighing in excess of 11kg was recovered. Much of
the assemblage comprised abraded fragments, which hampered identification. Nevertheless
90% of the collection, using fabric and form could be identified with reasonable certainty as
being of Romano-British date. Forms represented include, tegulae, imbrex and box flue with
combed keying lines. The majority of material was residual in medieval ditches and pits.

There are eleven sherds of Samian, five sherds represent a Dagendorf Type 37 hemispherical
bowl (Webster 1996, 47-8) with moulded decoration. Such vessels date from AD 70 to the late
second century. The shorter plain zone above the decoration suggests an early rather than late
date (Ibid, 48).

The assemblage is represented by fine table wares and kitchen wares in local, non-local and
imported fabrics. No diagnostically early fabrics or forms are present. The assemblage spans
the late first/second to third centuries AD. Greywares predominate, with smaller amounts of
shell-gritted ware, oxidised sandy ware, together with mortaria and samian. Diagnostie sherds
are represented by necked and neckless greyware and shell-gritted jars, a greyware
bowl/platter with footring and mortaria bowls with flanged rims.

5.5.3
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5.5.2

5.5.1

5.5
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The small finds by Tora Hylton

Early medieval types

include carinated bowls, sometimes spouted, usually found in Northampton in association
with Northampton ware of e900-975 (Williams 1979, Soden 1998). It seems also that there arc
further sub-fabrics present that belong to the St Neots-type tradition.
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The bulk of the assemblage comprises mainly fabrics in the continuing, but changing shell
tempered tradition (Warwickshire County Type Series, sub-group CS), based around St Neots
type wares, but with a new and substantial amount of Coventry A and D wares (Warwickshire
County Type Series, types Sq202-3, Sq21). The D ware is especially useful as it provides a
date-range of e1150-e1250 (Redknap 1985, 69), and comprised a production range almost
wiped out overnight by the rise of the Chilvers Coton industry.

The excavation produced a collection of 145 individually recorded small finds spanning the
Roman, late Saxon and medieval periods. A basic catalogue has been compiled comprising
material type and object identifications, together with stratigraphic information. All finds
have been boxed by material type, in numerical small find order to the standards outlined in
the recording action brief issued by Warwickshire County Council. Most of the material is in
a good condition. Worked bone and copper alloy objects require no further work.

Of particular interest is the presence of a late Saxon stirrup-terminal dated to the 11th century,
which was located within the yard surface of Structure 4204. Of intrinsic importance is a
complete but damaged lead plate brooch with possible avian motif. The worked bone objects
are largely associated with weaving, (pinbeaters and a spindlewhorl), together with a bone
?awl and three utilised objects of undetermined usc.

There is an almost total absence of sherds in the distinctive Chilvers Coton fabric A
(Warwickshire County Type Series, type WW01). The site is relatively ncar to the Nuneaton
kiln source and the dearth of these products is a very strong indicator that occupation of the
site ceased in the second half of the 13th century or changed in such a way as to require far
less pottery for consumption.

The majority of artefacts (132) were retrieved from stratified deposits. Seven came from
general unstratified layers and spreads, five from subsoil and two are unstratified. With the
exception of a late Saxon stirrup fitting and some of the fired clay, the entire assemblage is
medieval in date.

Only a few sherds of the mainstream Stamford finewares arc present but most arc of the same
fabric and glaze (B/1), also known elsewhere in Warwickshire (Warwickshire County Type
Series, type WW20). It appears to be the widest-traded of the StamfordlDanelaw ceramic
products in the 11th-century midlands, possibly due as much to its glaze (a rarity at that time)
as much as its fine potting (sec Kilmurry 1980).

5.6.3

5.6.2

5.6

5.6.1
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FUNCTIONAL CATEGORY(lYPE NUMBEn

Personal Possessions

Costume and jewellery S

Equioment and furnishings

Building equipment

General ironwork 3

Nails 16

Worked stone 1

Locks and keys S

Knives 8

Hones/sharpeners 9

Tools

Agricultural tools 1

Textile working 9

Wood working 2

Horse furniture

Fittings 3

Horseshoes 11

Nails 11

Coins 1

Ouems S

Glass 1

Miscellaneous and unidentified

Copper alloy 2

Iron 38

Lead 6

Antler and bone 4

Ceramic 1

Slag 3
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Table ofsmall finds by functional category and type
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FAUNAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL REMAINS

The human bone by Andy Chapman

Slag and hammerscale by Tora Hylton
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The bone is of moderate preservation, and though most of the limb bones are broken in some
way, the bone tissue is generally sound. The surfaces are in such a condition as to reveal fine
disarticulation cuts on several specimens. Many of the bones that are of a poorer condition
had been exposed to weathering, trample damage and dog gnawing at some point in antiquity.

A group of 12 shallow pits contained small deposits of cremated bone; one was associated
with a small pottery urn. They represent a small cremation cemetery, and the single urn
suggests a probable late Bronze Agc date,

Faunal remains by Eden Hutchins

Analysis of the distribution of this material may define the location of specific smithying
areas.

In total over 80kgs of animal bone was recovered from 468 individual contexts. It has been
scanned in order to gain a general idea of the species present, any basic trends in the body
parts present and its condition. Some contexts were chosen at random for more detailed
investigation. The majority of the remains were from medieval contexts (76.7kg), with 4.8kgs
from Iron Age/Roman features.

Only small quantities of bone were present, from 9-335g, but with the majority between 40
170g. These totals clearly represent only a fraction of what would have been the actual debris
from the cremations (a full adult cremation typically producing 2500-3000g). All of the
deposits also contained quantities of charcoal fragments presumably derived from pyre debris.

Further analysis of the material and its distribution may help to identify structures that have
otherwise left no physical trace.

Fired clay/daub by Tara Hylton

Over six kilos (6.7kg) of fired clay/daub was recovered. Fired clay samples are widely
distributed through all features types and layers. The majority was located in medieval
features, with smaller quantities in the Iron Age/Roman ditches and gulleys. Although many
fragments are non-diagnostic amorphous lumps, a few of the pieces display organic and wattle
impressions and flat surfaces. Fabrics tend to be sandy, some with shell inclusions.

In total c.lOkgs of slag samples were retrieved from the site. The largest concentrations came
from features of medieval. date, a furnacelhearth (context 1463), a ditch (context 1502) and a
building (Context 1591), all sited in the north-east quarter of Field 2. In addition,
hanunerscale has been recovered from three soil samples (27-29, see section 6.3.1).

6.1.2

6.2.1

6.2

6.2.2

6.1.1

6.1

5.8.2

5.8

5.8.1

5.7.2

6.

5.7.1

5.7

•
•
•
••••••
••
••
••
•••
•
••
••
••
••
••
•••
••



Coton Park, Rugby, 1998: Assessment Report

Environmental Evidence by Eden Hutchins

Thc assessment indicates that approximately half of the samples recovered have a moderate to
high potential for producing charred wood, but only some five samples are likely to produce
significant quantities of charred seed, while at least three samples contain harnmerscale.

Of the other species, the only impression gained was that most of the horse remains are of
very old animals, with some butchery marks to indicate that they were slaughtered. The dog,
pig and other species are too small a component of the assemblage to give an immediate
impression.
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In total 60 samples were taken for ecofact recovery. From these small subsamples were taken
for examination of their environmental potential. Most were scanned rapidly by eye, some
were disaggregated in water and the flot recovered. The subsamples were graded into three
classifications of potential: High, Moderate or Low, representing the potential of recovering
useful environmental information.

Cattle and sheep/goat are the most prevalent species. Horse and pig are less numerous, while
dog, deer and domestic poultry (probably geese) are present in small quantities. The
predominant feature is 'waste' body parts, such as the lower limbs and skull and jaw
fragments. This would suggest that the cattle were being slaughtered On site, the sheep/goats
also seem to follow this pattern.

Ecofact High rating samples Moderate rating samples

Charred seeds 35,36,40,41 42

Charred wood 1, 4, 5, 11, 14, 19, 35, 36, 6,18,34,37,39,42,44,50,
43,45,46,48

Animal Bone 2,7,50

Hammerscale (flat) 27,28,29

6.3.2

6.3.1

6.3

6.2.4

6.2.3
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Prehistoric activity

Iron Age and Roman activity

THE POTENTIAL OF THE EVIDENCE AND PROPOSALS FOR FURTHER
ANALYSIS
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Finally, the spatial distribution of the small flint assemblage should be examined to determine
whether it was all residual in later features, or whether some of the small groups are from
features of prehistoric date. A provenance should be obtained for the stone axe fragment.

The cremated bone will be submitted for specialist study, as even though only relatively small
quantities are present there is enough to establish the broad age of the cremated individuals.
The only dating evidence for this cemetery is provided by a small bowl of probable late
Bronze Age date. Therefore, it is suggested that two radiocarbon dates should be obtained; at
least two burials (numbers 3 and 6) have produced large enough charcoal samples to give
dates on the standard radiometric method.

The broad outline of the nature of the Iron Age and Roman activity has been determined at
assessment. However, as for the medieval features in this area, there is a need for further
analysis of the plan and stratigraphic records, and of the finds, to fully define the dating of the
features and the nature of the activity.

The assemblage of Bronze Age pottery from the scattered pits will be described and
illustrated. In particular, the assemblage from context 1494 provides a rare example of a
contemporary group of at least 5 separate vessels dating to the end of the early Bronze Age. It
is suggested that a radiocarbon date should be obtained for this feature as there are few
securely dated contexts for the Deverel-Rimbury pottery tradition, which was formerly
believed to date to the middle to late Bronze Age.

Iron Age activity is very sparsely represented, comprising only a single roundhouse and some
nearby enclosures. There will be little needed in the way of analysis, although both the
features and the pottery may be compared to the large Iron Age settlement 1km to the south,
and excavated by Northamptonshire Archaeology in 1998.

It is likely that a further small quantity of residual Roman pottery will be recovered during the
full cataloguing of the medieval pottery, and this will need to be added to the existing pottery
assemblage. The quantity and location of the Roman pottery and ceramic tile will provide an
important aid to identifying features relating to this phase.

The presence of a scatter of Bronze Age, and perhaps some earlier, pits, and a probable late
Bronze Age cremation cemetery provides a useful addition to knowledge of earlier prehistoric
activity in the area. However, given the small quantity of features involved there is little in the
way of further analysis that is required.
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The medieval village

Nucleation ofsettlement in the late Saxon period

The phased sequence of village development, together with the results of the pottery, finds,
animal bone and environmental analysis, will have the potential to contribute to a number
broad topics of interest to medieval archaeologists, and of fundamental importance to the
understanding of medieval rural settlement. These are summarised below:
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The date and form of the earliest elements of the village will provide a further example of a
dated village origin. Of particular interest will be establishing a date for the appearance of the
"green"/road, the possible early enclosures, and for the replacement of those enclosures with a
system of regular tenement plots.

The excavated structures were only poorly preserved, but the small size and insubstantial
nature of these buildings already provides a clear indication of the low status of the village
inhabitants. They will, however, provide a group of structures at the lower end of the social
scale, which may be compared and contrasted with excavated buildings at other contemporary
settlements in the region.

The potential and proposals for thc finds and environmental data are discussed in detail below,
and here the conclusions arc only briefly summarised. The analysis of the pottery will be the
primary means for defining the overall chronology of the site, and will assist in dating and
defining the detailed phasing. The pottery assemblage should also contribute to the
understanding of medieval ceramics in the wider area. Other finds are relatively few in
number but represent a range of domestic and industrial activities, and may provide some
indication of status. The animal bone and environmental assemblages will provide some
definition of the agricultural economy of the settlement, and the data will also form a base for
comparison with other contemporary rural and urban sites.

In order to fulfil this potential, it will be necessary to produce a phased sequence of plans
showing the arrangement of the settlement at successive stages in its development between the
to" and 13th centuries. These will form the basis for establishing the arrangement of the
tenement plots, the number of domestic dwellings, the location of any specialist functional
areas, and changes to these through time. The analysis of the plan form and its development is
therefore central to the entire analysis and interpretation of the site.

The excavations have obtained a comprehensive fcneral plan for a large proportion of a
medieval village occupied between the io" and 13' centuries. Excavation of rural medieval
settlements has rarely been achieved on this scale, and the published results will clearly
provide a significant body of data to contribute to the developing understanding of the
processes of village formation, evolution and desertion within the medieval landscape of the
midlands (MSRG 1996). Other sites to which this data may be compared include the
extensively excavated settlements at Burton Dasset, Warwickshire (Warwickshire Museum
1987) and West Cotton, Raunds, Northamptonshire (Chapman forthcoming).

7.3.4

7.3.5
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The Saxon and medieval pottery by lain Soden

Settlement morphology

Desertion ofrural settlements
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The formation, organisation andfragmentation ofthe manorial system

The pottery indicates common ground on which both Coventry/Warwickshire products
mingled with Northamptonshire products. This is the first major site in this area to do this and
indicates a cosmopolitan approach to widespread ceramic influences. As such it will aid the
correlation of fabric analysis across borders with consequent refinement of dating in allareas,

The broader question of how the excavated evidence may inform debate relating to the
medieval manorial system is less easily answered. However, the documentary analysis will set
the excavated area within its broader context, both by looking at the surrounding field system
and by showing that the excavated village area was an element of a much larger entity, namely
a grange attached to Combe Abbey.

The assemblage contains the first large quantity of Coventry Wares from a rural context. As
such it has the potential to provide meaningful direct comparisons with urban material,
principally from Coventry (Redknap 1985, Redknap and Perry in Rylatt and Stokes 1996).
This may indicate where patterns of taste and consumer requirements differ between rural and
urban markets.

The pottery assemblage provides the primary means of dating the occupation of the village in
both broad terms and, more specifically, in the provision of spot dates to aid the process of
phasing the complex ditch systems, where some inter-relationships are uncertain. In addition,
as discussed below, the assemblage also has a contribution to make to the local and regional
study of medieval ceramics.

In conclusion, it can be seen that the analysis and publication of the work conducted at the
deserted medieval village of Coton will add significantly to existing knowledge and
understanding of medieval rural settlement in the region between the io" and 13th centuries.

Coton will provide a further example of an excavated site where the nature of the settlement at
desertion, and the date of desertion itself, has been determined. Given a dated context, it may
then be possible to consider the historical context of that desertion.

Some of the boundary ditches abutting the southern and northern sides of the western end of
the road appear to be at regular intervals of £.2Om, or 4 perches wide, suggesting the provision
of regular plot sizes. If so, it will provide another example of a rural settlement showing clear
evidence for the careful control of its internal organisation. In unexcavated examples this
evidence is usual lost, or at least obscured by later redevelopment. It will be important to
establish the morphology of this original plan, and to examine how it was respected through
the later life of the village.
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The small finds by Tora Hylton

Proposals for analysis:

1. A database catalogue to be produced by context, sherd count, and weight.

Page 190[26NORTHAMPTONSHlRE ARCHAEOLOGY

2. The whole assemblage to be correlated, where possible, to types in the Warwickshire
County Type Series. Where severe water attrition has damaged calcareous sherds
very barlly, this correlation should be to group (C) or sub-group (CUCO/CS) alone.

The general requirement will be to fully catalogue the assemblage and to report upon it so that
meaningful inter-site comparisons may be drawn from it. The basis for sueh comparisons is in

The research archive will comprise a quantified catalogue of the recovered pottery within a
form and fabric analysis to establish the range of pottery represented and any spatial or
chronologieal distinctions. Particular emphasis will be paid to medieval ceramics, which will
be compared to the Warwickshire Type Series, thereby adding information to the study of
ceramics in the West Mirllands.

The range of small finds recovered is typical of what would be expected from a settlement of
this form and status. However, at 145 items the assemblage is not large and there are few
individual items of intrinsic interest.

5. A general eatalogue be made, as far as possible, of the forms in use in the last
occupation phase as a guide to the range in use in the area just before the start of
production at the Chilvers Coton kilns. This has a potential to suggest changes in
attitudes to dining and its accoutrements, which made the Chilvers Coton product
range so successful so quickly.

4. A comparison to be made of Coventry ware forms in use at Coton with the urban
assemblage from Broadgate East as a potential basis of initial comparison of needs
and requirements (for a particular ware) between urban and rutal consumers.

3. Identify late Saxon fabric ranges and forms common to both Coton and well-dated
Northamptonshire assemblages as a potential guide to dating late Saxon pottery in a
wider east-Warwickshire setting.

Recognisable pre-conquest forms, including 10th-century;
Presence of Coventry 0 ware (post 1150);
Presence of Chilvers Coton A ware (post 1250);

If the evidence of absence of the last of these is significant, then there is a potential to scope
the range of Coventry Ware usage in a rural context in the twilight of the industry. As such it
may provide a guide as to just why the Chilvers Coton industry met with such immediate
success with new forms, new decoration and a new approaeh to local potting.

Possible dating potential of this assemblage must rely heavily on the presence of the
following:
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Stage 3: Report preparation

i) Completion of small finds database, with descriptions and measurements of finds.

Animal bones by Eden Hutchings
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General account of each finds category, with descriptions of all illustrated examples.. .

Overview of the assemblage.

Comparison with assemblages from other contemporary rural settlements, to examine
representation by finds categories and types to examine site function and status.

2)

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

The report will comprise the following:

The number of remains that will provide an age-at-death offers the possibility of animal
husbandry analysis, including the determination of the local pattern of livestock management.
The assessment suggests that a mixed strategy of sheep rearing for wool production, combined.
with keeping beef cattle for meat production may have been practised. The question of
whether the livestock was being kept for the use of local individuals on separate
smallholdings, or if the herds were part of a larger estate may be answered. The good quality

The bone assemblage is sufficiently large, and contains enough good quality bone, to permit its
quantification and characterisation by species to provide an indication of the site economy.
However, as the bulk of the bone derives from a restricted period relating to the usc of the
medieval tenements, it will essentially provide a single-phase view. The assemblage will have
the potential for comparison with other excavated contemporary settlements.

1)

2) X-radiographing of iron objects (cA7 objects).

3)

6) lllustration of a representative selection 'of the finds, and of any items of particular
interest.

3) Identifying, and implementing, any cleaning/conservation requirements.

4) Site based studies - analysis of finds distributions and groups of finds potentially
relating to the function of individual areas or structures, eg weaving or iron working.

terms of the categories represented, the quantities present, and the indications these provide
for domestic and industrial activities and for the status of the occupants of the medieval
village.

The programme will comprise two stages:

Stage 2: Cataloguing, description and background research

5) Finds based studies - analysis of functional categories and further research on
individual finds of finds groups of particular interest.
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1) Processing of selected samples.

6) Quantification and discussion of the age at death, butchery, disease etc, by species.

5) Quantification of the representation by species, and discussion of its significance.
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2) Identification and quantification of charred seeds.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

Proposals for further analysis

The assemblage is likely to produce sufficient data to both characterise the arable economy of
the settlement and to permit meaningful comparison with other contemporary settlements.

Although none was noted in assessment, the identification of cereal chaff would help
determine if the majority of grain was produced and processed on site or if it was imported.

Environmental evidence by Eden Hutchings

The contexts of particular interest comprise hearths and pits related to specific tenements, and
it is proposed that all samples from such contexts be processed. It is therefore anticipated that
c. 30 samples, as identified at assessment, will be fully processed.

Assessment of the 60 samples recovered from the site indicates that specific contexts have the
potential to provide significant data in terms of charred seed and wood to broadly characterise
the arable economy and local environment of the settlement.

of many of the bones will allow for size of individuals, as well as the number of individuals
present to be determined.

4) The chronological distribution will be examined. However, as noted above, it is
anticipated that, given the small overall quantity, the problems of phasing, and the
relatively short lifetime within which the bulk is likely to have been deposited, it is
unlikely that any reliable results will be obtained for chronological changes.

2) Small animal bone recovered from the soil samples will be incorporated into the bone
quantification. This is likely to extend the range of the faunal assemblage by the
addition of birds and small mammals, which are less likely to appear in the bulk,
hand-collected assemblage.

3) The spatial distribution of the bone will be examined to determine if any specialist
areas are apparent.

Proposal for further analysis

1) All animal bone will be identified to species to determine the range and relative
representation by species.
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REPORTING AND ARCHIVE

Report synopsis

The documentary evidence
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5. The excavated evidence
The Bronze Age pits and cremation burials
The Iron Age and Roman settlement
The medieval settlement:

The boundary systems and their development
The buildings
The field system
The earthwork mound

Reporting

1. Introduction
2. Location and topography
3. , The documentary evidence
4. Summary and overview of site development

The results of the proposed further analysis will be presented in a site report. This will be
submitted for approval to the archaeological curator for Warwickshire, and will then be
submitted for publication in the Transactions of the Birmingham and Warwickshire
Archaeological Society.

3) Species identification for a selection of charred wood samples.

A review of the available documentary sources has established the tenurial setting of the
excavated settlement, and there is little further to be achieved in relation to the settlement
itself. However, given the established connections to Combe Abbey, further work on the post
medieval documentation for the area could further refine the understanding of the context of
the settlement as part of Cotton Grange, which was the largest of Combe Abbey's granges
outside of the three home farms.

To set the excavated settlement within the broader context of its associated field system, the
existing map and aerial photographic evidence for the survival of the ridge and furrow system
of the former open fields will be transcribed and related to the excavated evidence.

4) The spatial distribution will be examined to determine if any specialist areas are
apparent.

5) The chronological distribution will be examined. However, as for the bone, it is
anticipated that it is unlikely that any reliable results will be obtained for
chronological changes.
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Schedule of illustrations

Archiving

A microfilm copy of the site archive and narrative will be made to RCHME standards and
submitted to the National Archaeological Record.

7. The faunal and environmental evidence
The cremated human bone Trevor Anderson
The animal bone Eden Hutchings
The environmental evidence Eden Hutchings
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Andy Chapman and Dennis Jackson
Tora Hylton
Varian Reeves
Tora Hylton
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The finds
Prehistoric pottery and worked flint
Roman pottery
Saxon and medieval ceramics
Other finds

8. Discussion
The prehistoric landscape
The Iron Age-Roman landscape
The medieval village:

Form and development
Status and economy

The desertion of the village
The post-medieval landscape

1. Location plan
2. The site and its environs
3. General site plan
4. Overview of site phasing
5. Bronze Age features
6. Iron age/Roman activity
7. The medieval settlement, early phase
8. The medieval settlement, middle phase
9. The medieval settlement, late phase

10. The medieval buildings
11. Late medieval to post medieval activity
12. Prehistoric pottery
13. Medieval pottery
14. Other finds

6.

The site archive will comprise all written, drawn and photographic records, and all material
finds and processed sample residues recovered from the excavation. It will be accompanied
by the research archive, which will comprise all the written, drawn and other records
generated in the analysis of the site archive. All archives will be fully catalogued and
deposited in an appropriate local institution in a format agreed with that institution. The

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

8.3.1

8.3.2

8.3
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•
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PROPOSALS AND RESOURCES

1) Completion of stratigraphic analysis and overall phasing:
end of October 2000

2) Submission of finds and environmental data for analysis and reporting:
beginning of November 2000
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A Maull, with S Morris and G Edmondson
P Courtney
A Chapman
D Jackson, A Chapman &
T Hylton
V Reeves
T Hylton
E Hutchings
T Anderson
E Hutchings
NA illustrator
A Maull
A Maull
A Chapman
T Hylton

PERSONNEL

Project Officer, Northamptonshire Archaeology
Consultant, Iron Age pottery
Senior Project Officer, Northamptonshire Archaeology
Finds researcher, Northamptonshire Archaeology
Consultant, pottery research
Consultant, historical and documentary research
Consultant, osteoarchaeologist
Consultant, faunal and environmental analysis

The proposed timetable for post-excavation analysis, reporting and archiving is summarised
below, and in the attached cascade diagram:

Timetable

Anthony Maull
Dennis Jackson
Andy Chapman
Tora Hylton
Varian Reeves
Paul Courtney
Trevor Anderson
Eden Hutchings

Key Personnel

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

Medieval pottery
Otherfmds
Animal bone
Human bone
Environmental evidence
illustrations:
Integration of specialists reports
Report digest
Editing and proof reading
Archiving

TASKS

Proposed work

Structural site narrative
Documentary evidence
Bronze age pottery and worked flint
Iron Age and Roman pottery

Warwickshire County Sites and Monuments Record will be notified of the arrangements. The
deposition and disposal of artefacts will be agreed with the legal owner via ENfEC.

9.3

9.3.1

9.1

9.2

9.

•••
••
••
••
•••
••••••
••••••••••••••••
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4) All finds and environmental reports received:
end of February 2001

Dinn, J, and Hughes, J, (eds) 1987 Notes on Warwickshire archaeology, West Midlands
Archaeology, 30

7) Archiving of site record
end of December 2001

6) Submission of report for publication
end of October2001

5) Integration of results and completion of report
end of August 2001

Chapman, A, forthcoming West Cotton, Raunds, Northamptonshire: a study of medieval
settlement dynamics, English Heritage Monog

3) Preparation of descriptive texts and accompanying illustrations:
November 2000-February 2001
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Northamptonshire Archaeology
a service of Northamptonshire County Council
Environment Directorate

Williams, J, 1979 St Peter's Strcet. Northampton, Northampton Development Corporation
Monog

Project manager:
Fieldwork and text:
GIS illustrations:
illustrations:
Documentary evidence:
Prehistoric pottery and flint:
Roman pottery and other finds:
Medieval pottery:
Faunal remains and environmental evidence:

Soden, I, 1998 St Pcter's Walk. Northampton: archaeological
excavations on Woolmonger Street 1994-7, Northamptonshire Archaeology

Saunders, M J, 1997 Colon Park. Rugby, evaluation report 97/6, Thames Valley
Archaeological Services
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