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INTRODUCTION

The site (Fig. l) is situated on land formerly occupied by nurseries and liglrt industrial
units immediately west of Roundstone Lane, Angmering" West Sussex (centred TQ
A7?:00 03850) and occupies an area of approximately 254,52Om". The site's
boundaries are somewhat irregular, but can broadly be described as being formed by
Roundstone Lane to the east, Shrubbs Nursery to the south, modern housing to the
west (principally along Acorn Close, Ashdown Close and Foxdale Drive), allotments
and early modern to modern housing fronting High Street and zubsidiary lanes to the
north.

Topographically the site lies on the West Sussex Coastal Plai& appronmxely 2lrcn
north of the present coastline and slopes gently from between approximately l5mOD
at the north to l0mOD at the south. The underlying geology at the site according to
the British Geological Survey, is Brickearth overlying Upper Chalk at the northern
part ofthe site and overlying Mddle chalk at the south.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

Planning permission was granted to a consortium of developers (principally BerHey
Homes) for the erection of houses and associated infrastructure of roads, etc. Arun
District Council imposed an archaeologcal condition as part of the planning consent
under advice from West Sussex County Council due to the archaeological potential at
the site.

BerHey Homes commissioned Cgltds Consulting to undertake a desk based
ass€ssment in order to establish the archaeologcal potential at the site and assess the
impact that the proposed development may have on any archaeological deposits
(F{awkins 2000a). This assessment drew on inforrnation held at the West Sussex
County Records Office and Sites and Monuments Record and is summarised below.

There was no artefactual evidence of earlier prehistoric aaivity within the immediate
vicinity (2,000m search area) of the site at the onset of the initial phase of fieldwork.
A Bronze Age flint axe is recorded approximately l40m south of the southern limits
of the site. Subsequent archaeological evaluation and excavation by the Oxford
Archaeology Unit on the Angmering Bypass to the east of the development site
located extensive evidence of Middle Bronze Age settlement (&dcrd Archaeology
2A02). Moderate evidence for lron Age activity, based on small dispersed pottery
assemblages, approximately 150-200m north-east and north-west of the site was also
known. Numerous Roman settlement and aaivity sites were identified within 2,00Om
of the sitq including the 'Angmering Villa' and associated bathhouse (Scott 1938 and
1939; Keef 1945 and Wilson 1947), a cremation burial and isolated finds of pottery,
metalwork and building material. Only two isolated Saxon metalwork finds are
recorded in the vicinity and cartographic sources zuggest that the site comprised of
open agriculturat land south of the settlement of Angmering during the medieval and
post-medieval periods. An Anglo-Saxon enclozure was located c. 700m north-east of
the site.
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Based on the findings of this report, the University College London Field
Archaeology Unit was commissioned by CgIvIs Consulting on behalf of the
consortium of developers to undertake a Stage I archaeological field evaluation at the
site in order to assess the character and quality of archaeologcal remains, should they
be present (Griffin 2000). This evaluation revealed a number of features across the
site that were primarily of either Bronze Age date (represented by ditches and
cremation vessels) or Roman date (represented by ditches, pits, post-holes and a
hearth/oven), with only a small number of Iron Age, medieval and post-medieval
features.

The results of the evaluation identified four areas across the site (Areas A to D) that,
due to the density of featureq would require further (Stage 2) excavation fieldwork
prior to construction at the site. A small number of dispersed features were also
located within evaluation trenches that fell outside of the Subsequent Stage 2
excavation areas. Full details of these features are retained with site archivq which is
held at Littlehampton museum.

METHODOLOGY

The Stage I archaeological evaluation of the site was undertaken between 31$
October and 8fr December 200X. This initially consisted of 50 trenches (numbered 1-
50, Fig. 2) c- 50m in length and c. l.8m wide excavated by a 13 ton tracked excavator
equipped with a 1.8m wide toothless bucket.

Four further trenches (A to D) were added to the scheme to cover areas of the site that
were not considered to have been adequately sampled by the initial trench layout.
Their size and method of excavation were identical to that mentioned above. Two
contingency trenches @ and F) were excavated in order to clarifr the nature and
extent of the archaeological features identified within Trench 22 and measured c. 45m
and c. 23.5m in length respectively.

Excavation was taken down to the top of archaeological deposits or to the surface of
geological drift deposits (whichever was uppermost). All archaeological features were
planned at an appropriate scale in relation to the trench outline and at least 50% of
features identified within each trench were sampled (lm wide slots across linear
features, half sections of discrete features, etc.). All work was undertaken in
accordance with the Specification provided by CgMs (flawkins 2000b).

Owing to time constraints, only a sunmary of the findings was produced (Criffin
2000) and this was used to fornrulate a strategy for the Stage 2 excavation. This took
the form of the stnpping of disturbed deposits (topsoil, ploughsoil, rubble debris
derived from recent demolition works at the sitg etc.) down to the surface of
archaeological features or geological drift deposits within four separate areas (Areas
A to D, Fig. 2) and was canied out using both 15 ton and 13 ton tracked mechanical
excavators equipped with l.8m wide toothless buckets.

One metre wide sections at 10m intervals were hand excavated across linear features
and discrete features were half sectioned or quadranted as appropriate. Additionally,
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post-holes and artefact-rich discrete features were subsequently 100% excavated in
order to recover as much dating evidence as possible.

All Stage I and Stage 2 work was carried out in accordance with a Risk Assessment
and brief Method Statement prepared by Archaeology South-East and approved by
Cglvls and WSCC. The working methodology of the Stage 2 excavation had been
formulated using the Stage I evaluation Specification and the standard WSCC
Recommended Stedard Conditions for uchaeological fieldwork with a view to
modi$ing the agreed methodology once the extent and nature of the archaeological
deposits had been revealed.

A second scheme of evaluation was undertaken by ASE between 28th August and 6th
September 20Al at the southern end of the main development site, at land off
Mayflower Way, and comprised 16 trenches varying in length from between c. 25'
7Om and 1.8m wide (Fig. 2) (Gritrn 2001). All were mechanically orcavated using a
13 ton tracked excavator equipped with a l.8m wide toothless bucket.

The Cglvfs Specification governing the Stage 1 Evaluation of the main site was also
employed in the evaluation of the Mayflower Way site.

On the basis of the findings of the second evaluation, a limited archaeological
watching brief was undertaken by ASE within the Mayflower Way area of the
development during subsequent groundworks between 18ft October to l6b November
2001 (Dunkin 2001). The results of these archaeological investigations are included
below.

The initial archaeological evaluation and zubsequent excavation were undertaken
during very wet winter conditions, which created often difficult and at times
impossible conditions on site. Flooding of waluation trenches was commonplace and
during the excavation the boggy ground conditions resulted in the dumper trucks
sinking up to their acels and becoming stuck. Wheel ruts caused by continuous
dumper traffic impinged on the archaeological deposits in some areas, making the
subsequent excavation of affeaed features problematic.

Following the completion of all fieldwork the site files and artefacts were assessed
and a post-excavation project design formulated (Gritrn 2002).

RESTJLTS

Area A @ig. 3)

Introduction

This was located within a small meadow at the extreme north of the site and consisted
of an area of c. l,S2}nf positioned to further investigate the features identified within
Evaluation Trenches l, 2 and 3. Topsoil znd a former ploughsoil with a combined
thickness of between 700-800mm w:Ls removed to reveal the underlying Brickearth
and archaeological features. Limited hand cleaning was undertaken in order to
confirm the presence of features or clarify any relationships that were uncertain.

3
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Prehistoric

A c. 600mm wide linear gully, in excess of 52m long (Contert 414, Fig. 4, Section
aA) and atigned north-east/south-west ran through this area. Ten lm wide slots were
excavated across this feature and these yielded over 58kg ofburnt flint and 183 sherds
of Late Bronze Age (LBA/Early Iron Age (EIA) pottery weighing over l.5kg from
the main filI (Context 415). The burnt flint appeared to be concentrated into a number
of discrete dumps irregularly spaced along its length (eg context 429). Further discrete
fills (contexts 431, 433 and 440) also sometimes contained small amounts of
LBA/EIA pottery. The former of these was also quite rich in charcoal and a sample
was retained for palaeoenvironmental analysis (see below). A shallow flat-bottomed
feature (Context 426) cut the southern end of this guily and its fill (Cottext 427)
contained a further 393 sherds of broadly contemporary date weighing c. 2.7k9 n
addition to a further 3.9kg ofburnt flint.

A post-hole (Context 420) adjacnnt to three intercutting linear features (Contexts 418,
422 and 424) corrtaned 12 small prehistoric pottery sherds within its charcoal rich fill.
The adjacent gullies may also have been of prehistoric date based on small
assemblages of burnt flint (possible ditch 422), workd flint (gully 424) or physical
relationships with these two features (golly 418). Two further linear features found
within Evaluation Trenches 2 and 3 (Contexts 280 and 282) were also found to
contain srnall assemblages prehistoric pottery and burnt and worked flint. These
shared a similar alignment and it is thought may represent a single ditch.

Further features possibly dating to the prehistoric period based on similar assemblages
were located and included the terminal end of a gplly (Context 302) within Evaluation
Trench 3 and a possible post-hole (Context 412) atthe north-east corner ofthe area.

Romnno-British

A 20m length of a Roman ditch (Context 408, Fig. 4, Section B) was present at the
north-east corner of the are4 terminatng 

"- 
3m east of prehistoric gully 414. This

ditch had vertical sides that showed evidence of collapse (creating under-cut edges in
places) and had a flat base. A number of residual prehistoric worked flints and pottery
sherds were found within the two fills of this feature (Contexts 409 and 437), but a
larger assemblage of early Roman sherds indicate that this ditch was probably of 1*-
century AD date. Approximately 20m to the south and sharing the same alignment ran
a 6m long linear feature (Context 416) with a rounded terminal at each end. A single
sherd of Roman pottery in addition to two worked flints and 1.4kg of burnt flint were
recovered from its fill (Context 417).

Post-medieval

A post-medieval ditch was located in both the excavation area (Context 406) and
Evaluation Trench 2 (Context 275). A broad raoge of artefacts were recovered from
its fill (Context 407), including brich tile, pottery, glass, slag and animal bone,
indicating that this feature was in use up until at least the 18th century.

Undated
4
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A number of undated features were also located within this area and include post-
holes 263 (Evaluation Trench l), 276 @valuation Trench 2), 4rc and 435, and a
possible funerary/pyre deposit (Context 404) which contained 93g of burnt bone
within its fiIl (Context 405). A sample of this fill was retained for palaeo-
environmental analysis (See below).

Area B (Fig. 5)

Introduction

This area was located within a small, semi-wild grassed area approximately 300m
south-east of Area A. The heavily truncated remains of trro inverted cremation vessels
(Context 568 and 569, Fig. 6, Section A) were located during the evaluation
(Trenches 8 and 9) and an area meazuring c. 3,OOffi centred on these funerary
deposits was investigated to ensure that all such remains were recovered prior to
development. Topsoil and a former ploughsoil with a combined thickness of between
500-600mm was removed to reveal the underlying Brickearth and archaeological
features. Carefirl hand cleaning was undertaken in a roughly Zorf areacentred around
the cremation vessels identified du.ing the evaluation. Limited hand cleaning was
undertaken elsewhere in order to confirm the presence of feafures or clarify any
relationships that were uncertain.

hehistoric

At the centre of this area a l3m long curvilinear ditch (Context 545, Fig. 6 Section B)
was identified and contained a small assemblage of Middte Bronze fue (MBA)
pottery in addition to worked and burnt flint. A single, apparently unused flint scraper
was found within the fiIl (Context 546) at the eastern terminal and is more indicative
of the Eady Bronze Age @BA) and may be a ritual deposit @utler in Gritrn 2OO2;
ibidttns report).

Clustered around the eastern end and central area of this ditch and entirely on its
southern side were located a number of inverted MBA funerary vessels Q00/569,507,
508). Many centuries of plough damage had left only c. 20-l00mm of rim surviving at
best- Due to the obvious extent of this post-depositional damagg a number of possible
inverted urns were initially identified (Contexts 570 and 572-576 inclusive) and
charcoal-rich patches (509, 510 and 568), but subsequently regarded as dispersed
fragments or fill from the surviving vessels. The remaining fills and soil around these
vessels were retained in order to extract any calcined bone. It was only possible to
distinguish a cut into which the vessel was inserted for one of the internments located
during the earlier evaluation (Cremation 569, Cut 30Q Section 6,{).

A 13m long trench was excavated by machine into the Brickearth to the south of
Ditch 545 n order to identify whether the cremation vessels were located within a
rudimentary discontinuous ring ditch (Fig. 5, Machine Slot 4). No such feature was
identified either in plan (after careful hand cleaning) or within the sections of the
machined trench.
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Approximately 2m west of the western terminal of Ditch 545 a post-hole (Context
558) was located at the northern end of an approximately north-east/south-west
aligned shallow linear gully (Context 552). The form of this gully varied between
being broad and shallow to narrow and steep sided. A pair of parallel shallow gullies
(Contexts 541 and 543) extended at right angles to Gully 552 on its eastern side. No
finds were collected from either the post-hole or Gully 543. A small quantity of burnt
and work flint was found within the fill of Gully 552 (Context 553) and three small
prehistoric pottery sherds, four worked flint and one foreign stone was collected from
the fill of Gully 541 (Context 542). Based on the physical and special relationships of
these features, it is suggested that they are broadly contemporary. Post-hole 558
obviously cut Gully 552,but this is thought to have happened when the linear feature
was still visible (bearing in mind that most of the depth of this feature has been
ploughed awa, and the post may only have been inserted into the primary silt, which
is all that remained at the time of excavation. Gullies 541 nor 543 did not extend
beyond Gully 552 and the fills of all three gullies were identical, suggesting a
contemporary in-filling of these three features. These features may be assigned a
termimts post (pem of the MBA based on the small assemblage of pottery from Gully
541.

A broad sinuous ditch ran through the northern half of the excavation area (Context
504), measuring up to c. 7m wide and continuing beyond the limitations of the
excavation area. A distina flint gravel-rich fill (Context 505) was present on the
southern side of this ditch (Fig. 6, Section C). This was visible in plan as far west as
the point at which the ditch headed north-west at the western edge of the excavation
area. This fill formed a distinct slump of material, sloping down from the southern
side of the ditch. Such asymmetrical infifling of the ditch was evidenced by
successive fills (Slot 1, Contexts 506,547,548,549,550 and 551) that predominantly
entered the ditch from its southern side zuggesting an upcast baok had been formed on
this side. The base of the ditch was cut into a flint gravel deposit that underlay the
brickearth and it is likely that Fill 505 was heavily derived from this material, and
other fills (i.e. 550) to a lesser extent. More fills were located within three further slots
excavated either by hand or machine across this feature (Contexts 556, 564,565 and
566). Unfortunately pottery sherds from within this feature were rather sparse and
close dating of this large ditch is difficult. A small amount of Bronze Age pottery
sherds were found within Contexts 505 and 506, Context 549 contained pottery of
LBAIEIA date and the flint assemblage from this featurg predominantly from
Contexts 556 and 557, would fit aLateBronze Age date (see specialist report below).
Over 3kg of burnt flint was also recovered from the fills of ditch.

A rougtrly oval shaped steep sided pit (Context 515) measuring up to 2.8m across
was cut into the southern side of Ditch 504. This contained a single fill (Context 516)
that contained two Bronze Age pottery sherds, 12 worked flints (predominantly hard
hammer flakes) and7159 of burnt flint.

Undated

Two areas of a differentiated Brickearth at the western and southern areas of the site
(Contexts 514 and 563 respectively) were classified as shallow, in filled geological
undulations after consultation with a geoarchaeologrst (Chris Pine pers. comm.).
Dating evidence for both features was scarce and predominantly comprised either

6
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burnt and/or worked flint. A single abraded sherd of either Romano-British or
medieval pottery was found within the fill of the westem undulation (Context 514).
This fill also masked a narrow linear feature (Context 554) that was also interpreted as
being of likely geological orign (C. Pine pers. comm.) and contained two burnt flints
fragments.

Area C (Figs 7, 8 and 9)

Introduction

This was located in an area of rough pasture and scrub within the southern half of the
development site and consisted of an area of c. 6,92Arrf. A stand of laylandii trees
was present towards the eastern end of the excavation area and this area was not
stripped leaving an island that was not investigated. A small number of semi-derelict,
wooden and brick pig sheds were also present towards the eastern end of the site.
Approximately 600mm depth of topsoiVold ploughsoil (Contexts 801 and 802) was
machined away, revealing a complex of intercutting ditcheq pits and post-hole
alignments that became less concentrated within the western half of the area. A
copper alloy coin dating to AD 352 was recovered from the base of the ploughsoil
during machining (see Rudling this report) With the exception of a 15m wide strip at
the western end of the site are4 the entire site was hand cleaned in order to confirm
the presence of features or clari& any relationships that were uncertain. Despite this a
number of stratigraphic relationships remained uncertain. The artefactual dating was
frequently found to be ambiguous or at odds with some of the stratigraphic
relationships and highlighted the presence of residual, or intrusive, elements in the
finds assemblages. This problem was found to be most acute in the, uzually, small
finds assemblages in the ditches situated at some distance from the main focus of
domestic activity. The repeated cleaning out of the ditches while they were in use has
added to these problems and as zuch some assumptions have had to be made based on
features spatial relationship s.

Prehistoric

Only two features containing sufficient quantities of datable artefacts to securely date
them to this period were located within this area. These were located at opposite ends
of the excavation area. At the extreme south-west corner (Fig. 8), an elongated,
shallow oval pit (Context 1207) was located and found to contain a small assemblage
of MBA pottery in addition to 13 worked flints (including five bladedbladelets) and
15g of burnt flint. The western end of this feature was cut by a later ditch (Context
1213) whilst its eastern end cut an earlier, but undated, curvilinear ditch (Context
12rr).

A north-west/south-east aligned ditch that crossed the extreme eastern end of the site
(Context 976, Figs 9 and 10, Section l0A) contained 92 sherds of possible pre-Belgic
Late Iron Age pottery within its fill (Context 977). A small assemblage of burnt clay
worked flint, burnt flint and five intrusive Romano-British sherds were also found
within this feature. Ditch 976 ctrt a smaller ditch (999) which was also of prehistoric
orign though not closely datable.
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Romano-British - c. AD 43-150

The earliest datable Romano-British features were concentrated towards the south-
eastern corner of the site (Fig. 9). Two parallel ditches were partially e4posed and the
southernmost of these (Contert \042, Fill 1043, Fig. 10, Section B) contained
unabraded lo century AD pottery from a limited number of vessels (Lyne, this report,
Assemblage l) in addition to a small quantrty of slag and burnt flint. Approximately
3m to the nortlr, Ditch 988 (Fill 989) was found to contain a larger assemblage of
fresh late l$-/early 2d-century AD sherds of pottery (ibid., Assemblage 4) in addition
to five fragments of tile. Three intercutting pits cut througb the western end of Ditch
1042. Pit 1009 (Fig. 10, Section C) contained a large assemblage of mid to late 1$-
century AD pottery (ibid., Assemblage 2) and also 3.2k9 of tile (floor, imbrqr and
tegula) within Fills 1010, l0l1 and 1033. A further four fills within this feature
(Contexts 1024, 1037, 1038 and 1040) are interpreted as cess deposits. Pit 1029 (Fnl
1030) contained a small assemblage of mid to late ls-century pottery and a few
fr4gments of tile and was cut by Pit 1009. A third, steep sided pit (Context l03l) was
located on the eastern side of and truncated by pits t00e and 1029. Unfortunately it
was not realised that this feature was separate from Pit 1009 until it was too late to
establish with certainty its relationship with either of the other two pits. However,
Ditch 1042 was truncated by all three pits. All of these features were sealed beneath
an occupation horizon (Context 1041) that cofiatned a large assemblage of pottery
spanning the period c. AD43-150 (Lyne, the report, Assemblage 3).

To the north of the easternmost exposure of Ditch 988 a discrete patch of flint cobbles
(Context l0l5) was located and was cut by a later post-hole (Context 926). This
cobbled area lay within a shallow depression and the flints themselves were within a
silty matrix. A small assemblage of pottery dating to c- AD70-150, a few tile
fragments (including floor tiles) and a number of iron objects were found within this
context.

Approximately 25m to the north-west of the ditches a rectilinear post pit
was located (Contexts 1091, 1l8l (Fig. 10, SectionD), 1185, 1191, 1201). The size
and form of these features were very similar, beiog roughly oval shaped, steep sided
and with flat bases. Within the fills of these features (Contexts 1092, 1182, 1186,
1192 and 1202) darker coloured post pipes could be discerned (Contexts 1125, 1183,
1187, 1229, 1232 and 1195). AII post pits had one post pipe with the exception of
Context 1191, which had two and all were set off centrg generally close to the outer
edge. Although not all of these features contained dateable artefacts, those that did
suggest a construction date of between c. AD 7O-l2O (ibid., Assemblage 5). It is quite
probable further related post-holes lay to the south, outside the excavation are4 the
whole forming a rectangular timber building. A small rectilinear ditch (1193, Fig. 10,
Section F) ran around the post-holes to the east and north and probably formed an
enclozure in which the structure was set-

A pit (Context 846) approximately 3m to the east of the probable building contained
an assemblage of late l$-century pottery within its primary fill (Context 950). A
secondary fill (Context 847) contained moderately high amounts of burnt clay and
charcoal. A second feature in this area (Context 854, Fill 855) contained a modest
assemblage of ?P- century pottery (Lyne, this report, Assemblage 6) in addition to a
small amount of roof and floor tile. Approximately 20m west of this featurg an

8
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amorphous shallow scoop (Context I l0l) contained a very small assemblage of
pottery dated to c. AD 43-85 within its fill (Context 1102).

Ditch 1133 (Fig. 8) (Fill1134) ar the north-west corner of the site was datedto this
period based on two small sherds of pottery of c. AD 50-70 date. However, its spatial
positioning to Ditch I136 to the north suggests this pottery may be residual. The line
of Ditch 1133 further to the east was allocated Context 812. Although not closely
datable, this ditch cut a number of late deposits confirming the pottery in Dtch ll33
to be residual. Despite this, it is quite possible this apparent ditched trackway had an
early origin but had a long period of usage and thus subjected to constant cleaning
out.

At the centre of the site, a rectangular pit (Context 1097) cut an earlier feature which
was only visible in section (Context 1lll, Fig 10, Section E). This latter feature
contained 11 fills indicating a slow infiiling process, and Fill 1l2l contained a single
fragment of "early" Romano-British pottery.

A feature (Context 1297, not illustrated) partly truncated by later activity within an
area ofpossible gravel extraction at the centre ofthe site (by 1278) contained several
fills (Contexts 1298, 1299 and 1300). The latter of these contained four small sherds
ofpottery dated to c. AD 50-100.

A number of features asross the sitg based on the pottery dating evidence, transcend
this and the following date range. These included a length of ditch (Fig. 8, Context
1135, Fill 1136) at the north-west of the site that contained 19 worked flints and a
single small sherd of pottery dated to c. AD 50-250+ though it is likely this pottery is
residual; a shallo% roughly oval pit (Fig. 9, Context 1099, Fill 1100) 5m west of the
corn dryer that contained a single glass fragment, a piece of iron and seven sherds of
pottery dated to AD 50-250; a re-cut (Context 1199, Fill 1200) of rectilinear gully
1193 enclosing post-pit grouping l09l etc. contained a small &agment of glass a four
sherds of pottery dated to c. AD 50-250; and an irregular pit (FiS. 9, Context 1020,
Fill 1021) contained two worked flints five tile fragments (including floor tile) and
seven sherds ofpottery dated to c- ADl20-200+.

Romano-British - c; AD 150.270

A large number of linear features were dated to this period. A e. 45m length of ditch
(Context 1095) ran throt'gh the site on a west-north-west/east-south-east alignment
terminating at its eastern end just north of large Pit 1048 and its eastern end did not
continue beyond Ditch 1131 (Fig. 8). Unforhrnately the relationship between these
two features was rernoved by a later sinuous ditch (Context 1258, see below). Forty
one sherds of 3'd- century pottery were recovered its fill (Context 1096) in addition to
a coin (probably dated AD 177-192), a single fragment of floor tile, some burnt and
worked flint and some iron fragments. A narrow linear gully €ig 8, Context 1074,
Fig 10, Section G) was located to the south of the western end of Ditch 1095 and
contained a small assemblage of pottery dated to c. AD200-270'r/vithin its fill (Context
1075).

At the eastern end of Ditch 1095, an oval pit (Context 1225) in excess of 2m in
diameter contained a range of pottery indicating a date range of between c. AtD 2OO-
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270 (ibid., Assemblage 10), in addition to a tile fragment and a small assemblage of
cattle bone. A roughly rectangular, vertical sided pit (Context ll77) with a depth of
1.10m to the east of pit \ZZS contained seven distinct fills (Contexts 1178, 1252-57
inclusive). The lower fills zuggested slow silting (possibly water-lain), whereas the
upper fills more resembled deliberate dumps of material, including some cattle and
pig bott". The pottery from this feature suggests that it was infilled Auting the late 2d-
to eady 3d centuries.

Approximately 10m to the north-west of this pit, a nortlr/south aligre4 flat bottomed
gully (Context 818) was found to contain within its fill (Context 819) two sherds of
pottery that probably pre-date AD 250. A later ditch (Contexr 812) truncated the
northern terminal of this gully. A probable post-hole (Context 888), containing some
chalk and limestone packing, at the eastern end of the corn dryer appeared to have
been reused as sorne kind of storage receptacle as a large dished fragment of a
Rowlands Castle beehive vessel was set into the surface of the feature (Context 889).
This vessel is of 3d-century datg and sherds of 2nd- to 3td- century date were found
within the silty fill within the Rowlands Castle vessel (Context 943).

A short length of ditch (Fig. 9, Context 1089, Fig ll, Sections A and B) draining into
the western side of large Pit 1048 contained multiple, interdigitating fills and was
probably recut at least twice (eg Context 850). A small assemblage of pottery was
recovered &om the fill of the latest recut (Context 850, Fill851) and dated to AD 200-
270.

To the east of this feature, Ditch 979 (Fill 9S0) atigned c. north-east/south-west cut
earlier ditches 846, 879 and 971. A small assemblage of pottery from within this
feature has been dated to between AD 750-270. To the north-east of this ran Ditch
864 which contained a small assemblage of pottery dated to c. AD 2OO-270 within its
fill (865). An alignment of post-holes lay immediately east of Ditch 864 (Contocts
858, 860, 862, 866, 368 (Fig. 11, Section C), 870 and 874, Fills 859, 861, 862, 867,
869, 871 and 875 respectively). The northernmost four of these were all rougbly
square in shape, with rounded comers, very steep sides and generally flat based. A
small amount of flint nodules were found in each of these and Post-hole 868 also
contained a large fragment of floor tile weighing 5629. Dating evidence from these
features *ur rpir*g or sometimes undiagnostic, but fell-within u dut" range of mid 2d
to 3' century (ibid., Assemblage 7). Post-hole 862 was re-cut at its north-western
corner by a deeper post-hole Context 872, Flll873) which contained four strerds of
pottery dated to c. AD 200-27A.

A pit with evidence of in-situ burning was located in the vicinity of the post-hole
alignment. Oven 88a Gig. 11, Section D), c. 2m west of Post-hole 874, had burning
in its western side and its fill (Context 885) contained further fragments of burnt clay,
and a modest assemblage ofmid to late 3d-century AD pattery.

Towards the south-east corner of the site a series of intercutting ditches and gullies
was located. Gully 957 (Fill958) contained an assemblage of early 3'-century pottery
and a tile fragment, G.rlly 396 (Fig. ll, Section E) contained mid to late 3d-century
pottery though this is probably residual judgng by its relationship.with Gully 898 (see
below), Ditch 9S4, (Fill 985) contained 63 sherds of mid 3d-century pottery in
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addition to 6129 of tile (.rncluding floor tile) and Ditch 936 (Fill 987) contained only
30g of heavily broken ?3'-century pottery and a single tile fragment.

A flat-bottomed circular depression (Context 930) was located a little to the north of
these laffer ditches. Its fill (Context 931) contained moderate amounts of burnt clay
and charcoat (although no evidence of in situ burning) in addition to 39 sherds of
pottery dated to c. AD 200-270.

A large linear ditch (Contert 9M, Fig. ll Section F) that ran in a north.west/south-
east alignment. Within the primary fill of this feature (Context 970, Slot l) a broken
jar (base missing) was found lying on its side, apparently with the remains of its
contents of charcoal and a small quantity of burnt bone spilling out. A mrmber of iron
nails were found digned in a rough arc to the south-west. A fragment of rotary quern
lay to one side of this jar and a second vessel lry crushed beneath it. A single tile
fragment was also found elsewhere within this context. The pottery from this context
dated mainly to the early 3rd century, although the date range could be as wide as AD
2OA-270 (see Lyne, this report, Assemblage 8). The upper fill (Context 945) contained
in excess on 2.5kg of pottery, including a mortarium fragment, with a date range of c.
200-300+ (ibid) A recut (Context 522\ of this feature was visible within Slot 3,
excavated at the northern edge of the excavation, but was not seen elsewhere. A
number of fills were noted within this later feature (Contexts 823, 830, 831-835, 838
and 839) and contained a modest amount of pottery that spanned the period c. AD
180-300. As such, although this ditch probably originaily dated to this period, or
before, it almost certainly continued in use into the 4B century as did the associated
ditch to the north-east (932) on the other side ofthe trackway (see below).

Approximately mid way along this ditc[ a shallow undulating depression (Context
1034) cut into its western side. The fill (Context 1035) was moderately charcoal rich
and also contained a small quantity of burnt clay. Nearly 3kg of pottery dated to c.
AD}OO-?7OI was collected in addition to 44 tle fragments, including tegula and floor
tile. To the east of the extreme northern visible extent of Ditch 944, a possible post-
hole (Conter* 912) was located. Its fill (Context 913) contained 33 sherds of pottery
dated to c AD 2AO-270, small quantities of tile and burnt clay, some iron fragments
(including a possible wedge), and some residual prehistoric pottery, burnt and worked
flint.

Romnno-British - c. AD 270-400+

Features fatling within this date range, based on the ceramics dating were present
across much of the sitg but tended to become less common to the west. Dtch l13l
(Figs 8 and 11, Section G), at thewestern end of the sitg contained 88g of pottery
dated to c. AD 270-4AO and nine iron fragments, in addition to residual prehistoric
pot, worked flint and in excess of zkg of burnt flint within its upper fill (Context
ll32). A discontinuous primary fill (Context 1155) contained five further
contemporary sherds and smaller quantities of burnt and worked flint. The iron
hobnails of a sandal were also found in-situ at the base of this ditch. A more sinuous
ditch (Context 1258) crossed the northern end of Ditch 1131. This contained 12
sherds of pottery dated to c. AD300-370, a fragment of tile and residual burnt flint and
a single prehistoric pot sherd within its fill (Context I154).

11



I
I
I
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

At the approximate centre of the site, a large irregular area with unclear edges was
identified (Contex l27S) and resembled a spread of flint gravels mixed with
brickearth. Two machine cut trenches, crossing at rigbt angles were excavated across
the two main CIres of this feature in order to identify its nature and extent. This
established that at least ten intercutting cuts and/or dumps of fill were present
(Contexts 1278, 1292, 1293, 1295, 1297, 1301, 1305, 1307, 13ll and 1314).
Unfortunately the methodology imposed due to time constraints was not particulady
conducive to the recovery of finds or the exact inter-relationship of all the individual
features/fills. Fill 1302 within Cut 1301 contained pottery dated to c. AD 270-440,
Fills 1275 and 1277 from the overall c;.rt 1278 contained alarge assemblage of pottery
dated to c. AD 300-370 (Lyne this report Assemblage 12) n addition to 24 trle
fragments (including tegula mamata), some animal bone and a number of iron objects
including a possible sicHe or knife blade, and Cut 1297 (a stratigraphically early
feature) contained 28g of pottery dated to a AD50-100 within its uppermost fiIl
(Context 1300). No artefacts were recovered from any of the remaining fills of any of
these features.

To the north-east of these features, a further large pit was located (Context 1290) and
found to contain a number of fills. Only one of these (Context 1282) contained any
dating evidence and that consisted of only one abraded sherd dated to c. AD270-400.
An approximately north-south aligned, shallow, gully to the west of this (Context
1236) contained a fragment of floor tile, five abraded pottery sherds dated to c. AD
27A-400 in addition to a small quantity of residual prehistoric pottery and both burnt
and worked flint.

Some 30m to the east of the gully, the southern extent of a terminating linear ditch
(Fig. 9, Context 806) was excavated and found to contain a large assemblage of
pottery dated to c. AD 270-400. A total of 15 fragment of imbro<, tegula and floor tile
were also recovered in addition to c. 32Og of burnt clay, a small number of iron
objects and residual prehistoric material. Seven metres to the east, a shallow, rougily
oval shaped pit (Context 946) was excavated and contained pottery sherds dating to c.
AD 270-4A0. Approximately 6rcto the east of this pit ran a linear ditch (Context932,
Fig. 11, Section FI) that was parallel to and 6m to the east of Ditch 944. An upper fill
(Context l0l2) was only observed in the southern most two slots that were excavated
across this ditctr, and was found not to contain any artefacts. The lower fill (Context
933) contained in excess of 0.5kg of pottery dated to c. AD 270-400. A coin issued
AD 218-222, a lead spindle whorl, some iron fragments, one piece of tile and some
cattle bone in addition to a small amount of residual prehistoric material was also
recovered from this fill.

A number of ditches and gullies were located within the south eastern area of the site.
A nortMsouth atigned gufly (Fig. 9, Context 914) cut across Ditches 988 and 1042 and
contained abraded late 3d- to 4ft-century pottery sherds, three tile fragments, one
piece of slag and a scrap of iron. The northern end of this feature did not continue
beyond a north-west/south-east aligned gully (Context 898/1005), and the relationship
between these two could not be established during excavation. A number of fills were
present within this feature (Contexts 899,955,981, 983 and 1006) and were found to
contain pottery dated to c. AD 270400 in addition to scraps of lead and iron, tile
fragments, a single piece of iron slag and a small amount of residual prehistoric
material.
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The northern end of Grrlly 89811005 was cut by a two roughly parallel gullies aligned
in an east/west direction (Contexts 8961968 and 902/9O8). These features converged
gradually to the east, but the relationship between the two could not be established
during excavation. Their respective fills (Contexts 8971969 and 903/909) contained
small assemblage of comminuted sherds dating mid to late 3rd to late 4th century and
mixed early and late Romano-British sherds, some of which were obvious$ residual.
The western end of these features were sealed beneath an occupation layer (Context
956, not illustrated) which contained a large assemblage of late 4tr-century (or later)
pottery in addition to fragments of ffoor tile, tegala and imbre>g a probable forge
bottonr, small quantities of slag and aninal bone and residual prehistoric material. A
short length of gully (Context 928) extending from the western end of Gully 902
contained a small amount of heavily comminuted late Romano-British pottery within
its fill (Context 929). Ir was not possible to establish the relationship between these
two gullies during excavation.

Immediately to the wes! of these features were located the southern terminal ends of
two adjacent north/south aligned ditches (Contexts 890 and 886). The fills of these
features (Contexts 891 887) contained modest assemblages of pottery dated to c. AD
27A400 and the 4ft century respectively in addition to small amount of tile. The
western ditch (Context 890) extended further than the other and an earlieq narrow
gully extended eastwards from its southern end (Context 974). Its fill (Context 975)
contained a small amount of late 3d-learly4th-century pottery, a few fragments of tile
and burnt clay.

To the south of these ditches and gully, two further ditches were located. Ditch 962
curved from a norttr/south to an east/west alignment and was partially cut by Ditctt
890. The fill of this feature (Context 963) contained a small assemblage of late 3d-
century pottery. A generally north-east/south-west aligned ditch (Context 900) cut
across Ditch 962, before turning northwards where it became obscured by later
features (Contexts 890, 886, g02,896, etc.). The fill (Context 901) contained late 3'd-
century pottery in addition to some tile and slag fragments.

To the east of the northern terminal of Gully 898 were a series of pits and post-holes.
The western of these (Post-hole 904, fi11905, Fig. ll, Section I) contained a nurnber
of flint nodules in addition to small assemblages of late 3d-century pottery and slag.
This lay next to a shallow elongated oval feature (Context 906, Fig. 11, Section J) thal'
had a flat base and burnt east and west sides. Its fill (Context 907) contained common
charcoal flecks, burnt clay, some fragments of iron and a small amount of late 3d-
century pottery. A shallow, rougbly circular depression (Context 910, Fill 911) was
found next to Context 906. This contained 6709 of pottery dated to c. AD 27A-3A0+ in
addition to a small amount of slag and iron.

A linear alignment of post-holes (aligned north/south), probably representing a fence-
line, was found to the south-east of Pit 910. Post-holes924,918 and 922 (Frlls 925,
919 and 923) all contained chalk post packing Post-holes 997 and 926 (Fills 998 and
927) contained flint post packing, Post-hole 920 (Fill 921, Fig. 11, Section K)
contained a mixture of chalk and flint post packing, whereas Post-holes l0l8 and
10.13 @ills l0l9 and lDl4) contained no packing. Post-hole 924 cofianed possible
3'-century pottery and three tile &agments; Post-hole 926 contained pottery dated to
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e AD 27O4OO in addition to 31 fragments of tile (including tegulq floor and box
flae), 26 pieces of burnt bone and a small amount of unburnt bone; Post-hole 997
contained a small amount of late 3d-century pottery as did Post-holes 920 and 1025.
Post-hole 922 contaned pottery dating to c. AD 200-350.

At the northern end of this alignment (between post-holes 1025 and 922) an oval pit
(Context 993,Fig, 11, Section L) was found that had in situ burning on the south-west
side. The upper fill (Context 994) contained a modest assemblage of late Romano-
British pottery and a single tile fragment, in addition to a remains from the bow of a
simple fibula brooch and part of a rotary ring-key, both made of copper alloy. The
lower fill (Context 967) was charcoal-rich and also contained a c. 3.5kg of burnt clay
and c- lkg of early 2od-century pottery.

A corn dryer (Fig. l2Plan, and Plate l) was located at the east central area ofthe site
and this was sealed beneath an occupation spread (Context 1050) that contained 7l
sherds of mid to late 4e-century pottery 15 tile fragments, burnt clay and two pieces
of iron. The com dryer was T-shaped in plaq with a c. 4m long main chanrber
(Context 1063) with a flue to the west (Context 1060, Fig. 12, Section A) and a
probable stock-hole to the east (1065). The structure had been cut into the Brickearth
and survived to a depth of c. 0.5m. The sides of the T-shaped trench had been
predominantly lined with ffint nodules and roughly faced flint fragments up to a
thickness of c. 0.3m (a small number of chalk fragments were also present) (Context
106I). The flints were roughly coursed and survived to a maximumof six courses.
There was no obvious bonding agent, although a friable mid-brown silt-clay matrix
(Context LO62) surrounded the flints and contained three small sherds of pottery dated
to c. AD 270400. In places the surviving upper course of flints were stepped in
slightly in relation to the lower courses, which had a generally vertical face, possibly
evidence that the structure had a vaulted roof @g. 12, Section B). At the eastern end
of the corn dryer the 0.6m deep stoke holelpit (Context 1065) had cut the southern
edge ofPost-hole 888 (see above).

The upper fill of the main chamber (Context 1064) contained frequent pieces of burnt
material, including clay, flint and also sooting of the exposed internal structure. This
fill became more charcoal-rich and deeper (up to c. 0.45m) towards the west, where
more tile fragments (including 13 imbrex fragments (five of which were conjoining),
two tegula and one floor tile) and calcined animal bone were also more common.
Additionally, c. lkg of late 4e-century pottery a fiagment of bottle glass and scraps
of iron were also collected. A sample of this fill was retained for palaeoenvironmental
analysis (See below). This overlay a charcoal-rich fill (Context 1072) that extended
approximately half way into the central flue chamber and had a maximum thickness
of 0.5m. This contained a small assemblage of pottery dated to c. AD 27A-400 n
addition to c. lkg of burnt clay, a small quantity of burnt bone and burnt flint. Below
this was a c. Z}mm thick darlq slightly sandy layer (Context 1073) containing a
modest assemblage of pottery dated to c. AD 27A-40A. This also contained further
brrrnt clay and flint pieces in addition to a fragment of imbrex and a small amount of
burnt bone. The very base of the central flue chamber consisted of burnt Brickearrh
(Context 1104) that was generally black in colour, but became lighter with depth
when excavated.
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The T-shaped flue on the western end was filled with a dark, charcoal-rictr, silt-clay
(Context 1156) that was also found to contain a high percentage of charred arable
seeds and some bird bone. A large arnount of tile fragments were also recovered
including floor tile and imbrex pieces, but no pottery was forthcoming. This context
was also sealed beneath occupation layer 1050.

The stoke holelpit (Context 1065) was situated at the entrance to the main flue
chamber at the eastern end of the structure. Context 1064 (see above) formed the
uppermost fill of the stoke-hole and lay over a dark\ silty, less charcoal-rich fill
(eotrtext 1109) that was up to 350mm thick and contained an assemblage of late 4e-
century pottery. A number of quern stone fragments of different types and geologies
(see below) were also collected in addition to four imbrex fragments and 2909 of
burnt clay. A sample of this fill was retained for palaeoenvironrnental analysis (See
below). This overlay a firm layer resembling fragmentary opas signimtm (Context
ll37) that also contained larger fragments of tile (floor, tegula and imbrex), 8429 of
burnt clay, fragments of quem stone and charcoal, a small amount of burnt bone, and
c. 2.5kg of late 4e-century pottery. A sample of this context was retained for
palaeoenvironmental analysis. The primary fill of the stoke-hole (Context rc67)
comprised mainly of burnt material - predominantly charcoal, with a little burnt clay.
Only a small amount of pottery was found within this context and falls within a date
range of c. AD 270400. A sample of this context was retained for palaeo-
environmental analysis. This stoke hole cut the southern edge of an eadier post-hole
(Context 888, see above) that had been re-used and incorporated into the use of the
corn dryer.

After the complete removal of all the fills within this flint structure and associated
stoke hole, it was established that the base of the feature sloped down gently from the
two western T-shaped flue/s (c. 10.80mOD) to the eastern stoke hole (c. 10.55mOD).
A c. 80mm deep depression was also evident approximately mid way along the main
flue chamber that had a straight, vertically cut eastern end and more gently sloped and
rounded western end.

A drainage gully (Context 844,Fig. 12, Section C) ran south-west from the stoke hole
before turning westwards at its southern end. This contained a single silty fill (Context
845) that contained a small amount of pottery dated to c. AD 270-30A+ in addition to
a small amount of burnt and worked flint. A recut at the northern end of this feature
(Context 848, not illustrated), adjacent to the corn dryer contained pottery dating to c.
AD 300-370 within its fill (Context 849). This fill also contained moderate amount of
burnt material (clay, flint and charcoal) in addition to c. 2.2kg of tile fragments
(including imbrex and floor) and some worked flint.

The southern end of this guily ran into a circular pit (Context 1225) that contained
pottery dating to c. AD l5O-27O. This feature had been recut by a smaller, shallower
oval pit (Context I138, Fig. 12, Section D) that was filled by a darlq silty charcoal and
charred grain-rich fill (Context ll39), a sample of which was retained for palaeo-
environmental analysis. Pottery found within this fill dates to c. AD 270-350 and was
found in association with an iron split pln, alarge nurnber of quern stone fragments
and a small amount ofburnt bone.
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A large circular pit with a diameter of c. 10m (Context 1048, Fig. 13, Sections A and
B) was located immediately south of this feature (Lyne, this report, Assemblage 9).
Opposing quadrants (Quadrant A: north-west, Quadrant B: south-east) were
stratigraphically excavated initially by hand, but a JCB 3CX was used to ex@vate
lower deposits once the sections became too deep. Additionally, time constraints
resulted in the north-western quadrant being less firlly excavated.

The sides of the upper c 1.8m of the pit were sloped quite unifornrly at approximately
3045" and below this point the sides became abruptly steeper at c. 80o. The largest
assemblage of artefacts was collected from the upper fiIl (Context 1049), a mid to
dark grey-brown clay-silt that contained moderate amount of flint fragments and
nodules. Also found was a wide variety of material including small amounts of slag,
glass, burnt and worked flint and three fragments of copper alloy. Approximately 6kg
of late 4h-century pottery was collected in addition to two coins dating to AD322 and
AD351, a copper alloy pin head, iron nailVnail fragmentg part of an iron knife bladg
c. 2kg of animal bone (predominantly cattle, but including horsg sheep and prg),
fragments of rotary quern stones and2.2kgof broken tile (including floor and tegula).
This fill extended across the entire feature (becoming generally thicker towards the
centre) and also sealed an earlier pit (Context 1052 (see below) and Ditch 850 (dated
to c. AD 2OO-270, see above)) at the south-east edge. A discrete area of densely
packed flint up to c. l80mm in size and including occasional smaller chalk pieces
(Context 1053) was located on the gently sloped western edge of the pit, sealed
beneath Fill 1049. Ten sherds of pottery dating to between c. AD 150-200 were found
within the silty matrix surrounding these stones.

Just to the west lay Context 1069, which was positioned off-centre to the north-west
within the pit. This was darker and noticeably moister than Fill 1M9 and contained
common chalk flecks and charcoal fragments. A small arnount of 3d-century pottery
and cattle bone was collected from this context. At the eastern side of the pit, below
Context 1A49, a different fill was encountered (Context 1051) and this contained a
small amount ofpottery dated to c. AD 27A4OO.

The two quadrants below this level took on different appearances. Quadrant A sunk
down at a steeper angle and was assigned a new cut number (Context 1071). This also
appeared to cut through an earlier fill (not excavated) rather than undishrbed geology
at the edge of Pit 1048. A distinct moist filI with patches of green within it (Context
1O7O) was initially hand excavated, but its depth meant that machine excavation of its
lower levels was subsequently required. A ;mail assemblage of 3d-century pottery
was recovered in addition to a single piece of (?)floor trle, a scrap of kon and 32
fragments of both cow and horse bone. This fill was excavated to a depth of c. 3.7m
below reduced ground level (c. 7.25mOD) (the limit imposed by the reach of the JCB)
but appeared to extend deeper.

Below Contexts 1069 and l05l within Quadrant B, Fill 1056 (resembling redeposited
Brickearth) was found to contain a small assemblage of 4e-century pottery in addition
to a few fragments of burnt flint. This overlay a deposit (Context 1057) that thickened
considerably towards the centre of the pit and contained moderate amounts of flint
gravels and less coflrmon degraded chalk pieces. A broad rarge of artefacts were
collected including small amounts of burnt clay, burnt and worked flint and iron.
Larger quantities of 4ft-century pottery tile, she[ animal bone (cattlg sheep, pig and
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dog) and some fragments of quern stones were also found. Successive fills were noted
below this context (Contexts 1153 and 1217-1224), becoming more steeply sloped
with depth and predominantly originally infilled into the pit from its eastern side. The
small amount of pottery collected from two of the lower fills (Contexts l2l7 and
l22l) date to c. AD 100-250 and c. AD 270400 respectively. Machine excavation
within this quadrant failed to locate the base of the pit and it was impossible to discern
any further fills than those identified during hand excavatiorl althouglr undoubtedly
rnore did exist- During hand excavation of Quadrant B this pit was cut through
successive strata as follows: Brickearth containing occasional flint gravels to a depth
of c- 9.89mOD; 5OYo sub-angular flint gravels within an orange clay-silt matrix to a
depth of c. 9.77mOD; slightly sandy, clean Brickearth to a depth of c. 9.58mOD; and
densely packed flint gravels in a clay-silt matrix to beyond the limit of excavation.

At the eastern side ofPit 1048, a shallow, feature (Context 1052) was located (Fig. 13,
Section A only). No obvious cut could be discerne4 its extent was clearly defined by
the presence of densely packed flint nodules and animal skulls. A total of four
cornplete cattle skulls and one complete horse skull were recovered from amongst
f 50kg of large stones. The majority of these were flint nodules, but chalk was also
present in addition to a little Upper Greensand. Worked flht (including one end
scraper) and a small assemblage of pottery dating to c. AD 270-370 were also
recovered from this fill(Context 1053).

Approximately l8m to the east of Pit 1048, a single post-hole (Context 882, cutting
Gully 864) was located. Its fill (Context 883) contained small amounts of charcoal
and burnt clay in addition to a small assemblage of pottery dated to c. AD 270-300
and a scrap of iron. To the south-west of this feature, two post-holes (Contexts 1215
anid 1232, not illustrated) within Post-pit 1091 of the rectilinear structure contained
very small amounts of pottery dated to c. AD270-400 and were also probably of late
Romano-British date.

Romano-British

A number of features across the site could not be closely dated within the Romano-
British period due to the quantity/quality of artefacts recovered. At the western end of
the site these included two long ditches: Ditch ll29 (Crft by Ditches 1095 and 1258)
cut Ditch 1209. The relationship between 1209 and ll3l suggests Ditches 1209 a;td
ll29 to both be late, perhaps representing a shifting field boundary. Post-hole 1244
@rll 1245) c. llm east of the terminal of Ditch 1209 contained a single sherd of
pottery that could not be closely dateable, To the north-east of this, two parallel
ditches (Contexts 812 (Fig. 14, Section A) and 810) were located. These appeared to
be the continuation of the probable trackway located further west @itches 1133 and
1135) and it is considered probable all are of a late date. Ditch 810 cut Gully l24Obut
was cut by Gully 936, both of which also contained small quantities of 'Romano-

British'pottery.

To the south of these features, further gullies (Contexts llTl and 1093) were located
which were not closely datable by the ceramics themselves. However, the
stratigraphic relationships of 1093 suggested a 2*- to 3rd- century date. Two of the
post-holes (Contexts 1262 and ll89) within the early Romano-British post-pits that
were located to the east of Pit 1048 also contained small amounts of undatable
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pottery. Post-hole 852 to the east of these features (cutting Ditch 846) contained a
single sherd of pottery and c. 28m to the east an irregular pit (Context 916, Fill 917)
contained five Arun Valley sherds, a tile fragment and some residual prehistoric
material. Pit lO22 (cut by undated Ditch 914) contained a number of flint cobbles up
to a 90mm in size pressed into its base and also a small amount of Romano-British
pottery trle and iron within its fill (Context 1024).

A metalled flint surface (Context 935, Fig. 14, Section B, and Plate 2) was found
lying between Ditches 932 and 944 within a slight depression (Context 934) that
generally retained more moisture than the surrounding Brickearth. The flints used in
the construction of this feature generally comprised of larger cobbles and broken
nodules at its basg with smaller pieces lying on the surface. A number of artefacts
were found on the surface of this feature during hand cleaning including a number of
tile fragments totalling c. l.Zkg (including floor and tegula), 54 sherds of Roman
pottery of a wide date range and a single intrusive late medieval sherd (AD 1450-
1550). In addition a copper alloy and iron lynch pin of Romano-British date was
recovered. Excavation through the flint metalling revealed that this sealed two parallel
narrow gullies (Contexts 1001 and 1003), which unfortunately contained no artefacts.
Both of these gullies contained small flint gravels at their bases, covered with larger
flint cobbles.

Undated

A number of features contained either no artefacts or only artefacts that could not
reliably be used as dating material. At the western end of the sitg Ditch 1213 (Fill
l2l4) contained a single possible (intrusive) medieval pottery sherd in addition to
burnt and worked flint. This ditch was cut by Romano-British Ditch 1209 at its
southern end where it also cut Pit l2O7 wlnch contained MBA material. It became
ephemeral at its northern end and its relationship with Ditches 1133 and 1135 could
not be ascertained.

Further east, a number of linear features (Fig. S: Contexts 125A,1266,1742,7264 and
1140), a post-hole (Context 43) and two pits (Contexts 1248 and l27l) were present.
The first three of these were all cut by Gully 1258 suggesting they pre-dated c. AD
3OO-370. Gullies 1140 and ll42 were also cut by Ditch 1095 zuggesting a pre 3d-
century date for these two features. Ditch 1095 also cut Pit 1271 (west of large Pit
1278, etc.) and Gully 1107 near to its eastern terminal. Gully 1107 bisected a
rectilinear arrangement of post-holes (Contexts 1205, 1169, 1203, 1167 (Fig. 14,
Section C), 1173, 1165, 1163, 1161, 1157 and 1159). Withthe exception of a small
amount of burnt clay, burnt flint and three worked flints, most of these features did
not contain any artefacts at all. An undatable pit (Contort ll75') was located at the
western end ofthis post-hole alignment.

A linear gully (Contert 1238) was cut by the large pit (Context 1278) and by a further
gully (Contert 1236, Fig. 14, Section D), which cut pe{pendicular across its eastern
end and contained pottery dating to c. AD 270-400.

East of this at the northern edge of the site, two post-holes were located (Fig. 9,
Contexts 938 and S2a). Gully 826 ran through the extreme north-east corner of the
site and to the south of its western exposure an articulated pig burial (Context 836)
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was found. A number of undated features were located in the vicinity of Ditches 900
and 962 (east of large Pit 1048), including Contexts 856, 972, 892, 94A, 991, 995,
1016 and 1045.

South of the corn dryer, undated Gully 1179 was cut by drainage gully 844,
suggesting it pre-dated c. AD 270-30lr. Post-hole ll97 lying within the post pit
grouping also contained no dating evidence.

Area D (Fig. 15)

Introduction

This was located towards the southern end of the development site and consisted of an
area of c. 4,630tf. TopsoiVploughsoil in this area was up to c. 800mm thick. The
entire area was hand cleaned in order to confirm the presence of features or clarify
any relationships that were uncertain.

hehistoric

A circular feature rvirth in srlz burning (Context 666) was found within the north-
western quadrant of the site. This survived to a manimum depth of 130mm and was
lined with MBA pottery that was sealed within a burnt organic layer (Context 740).
Later fills (Contexts 736 and 667) contained further charcoal and burnt clay
fragments. Approximately 18m to the east of this featurq the southern end of a linear
ditch (Context 642, Fig. 16, Section A) was revealed with a rounded terminal. A
primary silt (Context 643) contained MBA pottery, worked and burnt flint. A
secondary fill (Context 709) was located only at the terminal end (slot 1) and
contained small quantities of burnt clay. The lowest fill encountered (Context 769)
was more charcoal rich (some of which was in discrete lenses) and also contained a
small quantity of bone and burnt fliil. A sample of this fill was retained for
palaeoenvironmental analysis (see below).

Towards the eastern end of the site a circular feature (diameter c. 2.1m) was found
(originaily located within Evaluation Trench 27) and was half sectioned (Context 614,
Fig. 16, Section B, and Plate C). The diameter of the shaft narrowed with depth to c.
1.05m wide at a depth of c. 1.9m. At this point it became too confined to excavate the
feature any further, but a screw auger identified that a hard gravel layer was
encountered a further 2m down and it assumed that this was a geological strata,
although a dense gravel fiIl cannot be ruled out. The uppermost fill (Context 615)
formed a distinct cone shape, stoping steeply down into the shaft, but did not extend
as far as the edges of the cut. Over 6kg of burnt flint was collected from this context
in addition to assemblages of MBA pottery and worked flint and a small number of
uniform sized, water rilorn pebbles. A sample of this fill was retained for
palaeoenvironmental analysis (see below). The tip of the cone of this fill was
noticeably more charcoal rich and also contained burnt clay and therefore assigned a
separate context number (767). At the very base of this fill, and following its profile, a
further goup of 12 uniform sized rounded pebbles were found in addition to much
smaller amounts of MBA pottery burnt and worked flint. A lens of redeposited
brickearth (Context 766) was found between Contexts 615 and 767 on the northern
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side of the feature. A lighter fill (Context 768) was present below the cone shaped
upper fill and this contained a further 37 rounded pebbles with a weight in excess of
3kg. A further 2kg of burnt flint and small assemblages of MBA pottery and worked
flint were also found within this context. A sample of this fill was also retained for
palaeoenvironmental analysis. Patches of charcoal were also found to be adhering to
the sides of the shaft during excavation. Below this was a further fill (Conto<t ZOe)
containing charcoal but no pottery.

Towards the south-western corner of the site a roughly oval shaped area of
'colluvium' could be discerned. Carefirl machine excavation of this feature (Context
6ZQ yreldd a small quantlty of Bronze Age pottery worked and burnt flint from its
filI (625). This feature had very gently sloping sides and a generally flat base with a
depth of c. 250mm below the surface of the Brickearth. A number of linear, discrete
and amorphous features were found to be sealed beneath this deposit. A large
amorphous feature (Cut 6a8) with moderately steep, undulating sides contained two
fills (Contexts 649 and 774), within both of these were found assemblages of MBA
pottery burnt and worked flint (including two hammer stones). Two further features
within this depression contained sufficient MBA pottery to confidently date them.
These were a broadening pit (Cut 742,Ft11743) at the western edge, and a circular,
steep sided pit (Cut 752, Frtls 753 and 775) pit towards the eastern side. Both these
features also contained small assemblages ofburnt and worked flint.

Further gullies and pits were present within this shallow depression that also
contained MBA pottery but in insufficient quantities to securely date them. These
include Contexts 638,744,746,77A and 776. Most of these features also contained
quantities of burnt and/or worked flint. Two intercutting linear features were also
located within Evaluation Trenches 24 and 27 (Conterts 115162 and 8l) and also fell
just within the north-east of the excavation area.

A number of discrete feafures were spread over the site that also could not be securely
dated due to the paucrty of MBA pottery found within them. These include the
terminal end of a truncated (?)linear feature towards the north-west corner of the site
(Context 714) and adjacent linear ditch (Context 644'1, a pit and an irregular linear
feature (Contorts 646 and 634 respectively), the terminal end of a possible linear
feature (Contex 680) and a circular pit (Context 606) at the north-eastern corner of
the site, and two further pits (Contelrts 618 and 760) within the south-western area of
the site.

A small number of features dated to the Late Bronze AgelEarly kon Age (LBAIEIA)
were dispersed across the site. At the north-western corner, a shallow pit (Context
722'1was found to contain pottery burnt clay (many with wattle impressions), 0.95kg
of burnt flint and five worked flints within its fill (Context 723). fuproximately 22m
to the south-east of this feature a large, two metre deep, steep-sided pit (Contex 656)
was quadranted and found to have seven distinct fills (Contexts 657 and BA-735)
which indicated zuccessive deliberate deposition rather than slow silting. A number of
these fills also contained flint gravels and charcoal that was often evident in discrete
trp lines. The majority of the dating evidence was retrieved from the uppermost fill
(Context 657) and included, 3.7kg of burnt flint, 48 worked flints, a copper alloy awl
fragment in addition to nearly 0.5kg of LBAIEIA pottery. The side of the south-west
excavated quadrant was slightly irregular and appeared to have been deliberately
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stepped in places. No such 'steps' were found within the opposing quadrant, and the
pit's base was flat.

A linear feature (Context 748) of LBA/EIA date was found within the shallow
depression approximately 20m to the south of Pit 656. This feature also cut MBA Pit
648 where it terminated to the nortlu and its southern terminal stopped just short of
the southem boundary of the site. A moderately steep-sided pit (Context 678, Fig. 16,
Section C) with a flat base was located within the north-eastern af,ea of the site. This
contained two fills (Contexts 679 and 708), tle latter (lowest) of these contained small
amounts of charcoal and burnt clay and a small amount of burnt and worked flint was
found througlrout the feature- Three stake holes (Contexts 702, 704 and 706) were
positioned around the north-eastern side of Pit 678. The former and latter of these
were angled at c. 45" towards each other whilst the middle stake hole was positioned
vertically.

A small fr4gment of LIA East Sussex Ware pedestal base was found within small
pit/post-hole (Context 620, Fill 621) at the central southern area of the site and two
further Iron Age sherds were located in Ditch 672 in the extreme north-west of the
area. Ditch 672was so truncated that hand cleaning removed the las traces of it. Two
north-south gullies (Contexts 660 and 616), possibly demarcating a field also
contained very small quantities of probably Late kon Age pottery.

Romano-British

With the exception an irregular oval pit (Context 688) at the north central area of the
site and a gully (668) to the west, all features of this date were located within 25m of
the eastern boundary of the excavation area. Four sherds of an Arun Valley greyware
store-jar were recovered from the fiIl of Pit 688 (Context 689) while a single Arun
Valley sherd was recovered from Gully 668..

A Romano-British urned burial (Context 610, Plate 4) was located at the extreme
south-eastern corner of the site and was slightly disturbed on its northern side by a
later ditch (Context 700, see below). Two vessels had been interred into a steep sided
and flat bottomed oval pit. The lower of the two vessels (Vessel B) was quite
fragmented and laying at an angle, with the curved body of Vessel A (complete except
for some small damage on its rim) lyrng within its opening. The fill of the cut
(Context 611) was heavily derived from brickearth, but slightly darker, and containing
charcoal and burnt clay fragments at its western side. The contents of both vessels
were retained for the extraction of calcined bone and charcoal. During this process, a
possible l"- century AD fibula brooch fragment was recovered from Vessel A. The
vessels themselves fall within adate range ofbetween AD 150-200+.

Two adjacent ditches (Contexts 604 and 608) ran on a generally nortllsouth
and converged gradually to the south. Both of these features became more

ephemeral to the south and also generally narrowed and were shallower in this
direction, possibly indicating a higher degree of tnrncation. The sides of Ditch 608
were angled at c. 45" and the base was slightly concave. The fill (Context 609)
contained a small assemblage of pottery with a date range of c. AD 190-270. Ditch
604 was more steep sided and had a flatter base and contained a similar sized pottery
assemblage with a date range of c' AD 250-300+ in addition to two fragments of
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tegula. The northern end of this feature turned slightly to the east and at this point
appeared to be cut by a discrete feature (Context 710) that was filled by a much
darker, charcoal-rich clay-silt (Context 711) that contained pottery dated to AD 200-
300. A series of stake holes (Context 628) ran alongside the western edge of Ditch
604 in the same area as Context 710. The diameters of these varied from between 40-
9omm and their depths ranged between 30-l20mm. Their fills (Contexs 629) were
charcoal rich and also contained flecks ofburnt clay-

A further linear feature was located within Evaluation Trenches 24 and 27 (Contexts
117 and 6a) nd contained an assemblage of pottery with a date range of AD 180-290.
Any relationship between this feature and Ditches 604 and 608 fell outside of the
agreed excavation area.

Medieval

The western end of a possible early Anglo-Saxon ditch (Context 700, Fig. 16, Section
D) was excavated at the south-eastern corner ofthe site and clipped the northern edge
of the Romano-British urned cremation burial (Context 610). The fill (Context 701
contained a small assemblage of MBA pottery 31 worked flints, 2.7k9 of burnt flint
and four sherds of refired Roman and Atrebatic Overlap or Eady Saxon pottery
although based on the stratigraphic relationship with the 2d-century AD urned burial
the later date seems most likely.

An approximately east/west aligned ditch (Context 612) crossed the entire excavation
area, cutting all other features that it crossed. This had moderately shallow sloped
sides and a rounded base. A single silty fill was present (Context 613) and this
contained four abraded Saro-Nonnan or LIA pottery sherds, 15 worked flint waste
material, l.akg of burnt flint and a piece of foreign stone weighing over l.5kg.
Immediately south of the centre of this ditch an oval feature (Context 640) was
located and its fill (Context 641) was very similar to Context 613 and contained a
single small sherd of medieval or LIA pottery.

Undoted

A large number of features cannot be closely dated within this area due to a lack of
securely datable artefacts being found and the lack of any stratigraphic relationships
with other dated features. Where stratigraphic relationships orist, a termimrs post
quem may be inferred. Features that contained no artefacts at all include a number of
discrete and linear features at the western end of the site (Contexts 674,67A,716,720,
718, 6&, 658, 712 and 662). Wthin depression 624 further features were
artefactually sterilg including Contexts 750,676,754,756,758 and 762 though most
can probably be considered as 'prehistoric'. Further features were located to the east
(Contexts 684, 686,636 and 682), whilst two pits (Contexts 728 and 652) were
located close to LBA/EIA Pit 656. Six further pits (Contexts 690, 692,694,696,698
andTZ$ were located around Romano-British Pit 688 at the central northern area and
a short length of a linear feafure (Context 650) ran to the north of and was cut by
Sruro-Norman Ditch 612. At the centre of the site Pit 738 was cut by Cnlly 764
(devoid of artefacts), but the pit was also cut by Context 634, which contained a small
assemblage of MBA pottery, so Pit 738 at least is likely to be MBA in date.
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Features containing unreliable or inconclusive dating evidence include Gully 654 (Fill
655) which was cut by LBA/EIA Pit 656. A linear ditch (Context 622) running
rougttly north-south through the site and cut by possible Saxo-Norman Ditch 612
contained a small mixed assemblage of artefacts within its fill (Context 623) including
one prehistoric and one Romano-British pottery sherd and a leaf-shaped arrowhead.
Immediarely east of Ditch 616 was a circular pit (Context 630) containing a small
amount ofbumt flint.

MayflowerWay Evaluation and WatchingBrief (Fig. 2)

An archaeological evaluation of land to the west and south of Mayflower Way (west
of the southern end of Roundstone Lane) (centred TQ 0712 0332) in advance of
further development was undertaken in 2001 (Griffin 2001).

Three basic stratigraphic units were observed across the site: topsorl, overlying
ploughsoil, overlying Brickearth. Quantities of building debris within the topsoil
varied across the site and a few small areas where raised gravel beach deposits
appeared through the top of the brickearth were observed. A general scatter of burnt
and worked flint was collected from the topsoil and ploughsoil of each trench with
much lower occurrences of pottery, bone and shell. The combined depth of topsoil
and ploughsoil within eachtrench ranged between c. 600-750mm.

Trenches 14,7,9 and 1l-16 were devoid of archaeological features. Trenches 5 and 6
were excavated through an area where slag, clinker and crushed brick rubble had been
used to in-fill a shallow-sloped depression with a manimum depth of 320mm. This
deposit also contained moderate amount of burnt and worked flint. This depression
was filled by a compact clay-silt (Context 5) that contained a moderate amount of
burnt and worked flint towards its upper extent. Wthin Trench 8 a linear feature
(Context 6) was located c. 36m from the eastern end of the trench and orientated
approximately north-south A small quantlty of burnt and worked flint was recovered
from the fill (Context 7) of this flat bottomed cut. Within Trench 10 a narrow linear
feature (Context 8), aligned c. north-eastlsouth-west was located c- 5m from the
western end of the trench. This 780mm dee'p feature had very steep sideg a flat base
and was filled by three distinct contexts. The upper of these (Context 9) was flecked
with charcoal and heavily derived from Brickearth and contained occasional burnt and
worked flints. Below this lay a fill (Context l0) that contained large amount of burnt
flint and charcoal fragments <25mm in size and including whole roundwood pieces.
A number of LBA/EIA pottery sherds were also found within this context. A primary
silt (Context 11) contained very rare small burnt flint fragments and occasional
charcoal fragments.

A subsequent targaed watching brief undertaken within this area during topsoil
stripping (Fig. 2) did not relocate any of the features found during the evaluation,
although this is likely to be due to the amount of site trafrc that had already rutted the
site prior to stripping (Dunkin 2001).
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THE FII\IDS

Prehistoric Pottery by IWke Seager Thomas (Figs U-20)

ffirodttction

Summary

The prehistoric pottery assemblage from Roundstone Lane, , comprises
1,481 sherds weighing 15,318 grurms. Amongst it there are c. 26 dxeable feature
assemblages. These belong to two chronological groups, Mddle Bronze Age
(hereafier MBA), dated to between the l2th and 16th centuries CaI BC, and
transitional Late Bronze AgelEarly Iron Age (herearter LBAIEIA), dated to around
the 7th century Cal BC. Owing to the absence from them of significant finds of later
material and the unabraded condition of many of the sherds comprising thern, which
suggests burial soon after breakagg most of these feature assemblages date the
features from which they come. MBA dated features occurred in Areas B and D and
in evaluation trench T42. These include seven ditch-like features, a shallow pit, and
cremation burials. Well 614 has a termimts trnst qaem of this date. LBAiEIA dated
features occurred in Areas A, B and D and in evaluation trench l0 (ldayflower Way
Evaluation). These include a major ditcb a number of shallow gullies, and a number
of pits. MBA and LBA/EIA (or possibly LBA) material also comes from undated and
post prehistoric features in Area C. A single feature in Area C (gully 976) yielded an
additional 90 sherds weighing 600 grams which may belong to the beginning of the
Late Iron Age (hereafier pre-Belgic LIA).

Method of analysis

The pottery was analysed using the pottery recording system recommended by the
Prehistoric Ceramics Research Group (1992). All sherds were ascribed a fabric type
on the basis of macroscopic examination. These were counted and weighed to the
nearest whole gram and each diagnostic sherd was assigned to morphological/
decorative and technological type. Dating of fabrics was by association with
chronologically diagnostic feature sherds and other, associated fabrics.

Interpretative conturt

Previous work in Sussex west of the Adur has yielded at least 12 significant
assemblages of MBA date and I I of LBA/EIA date. These comprise pottery
belonging to, respectively, the Deverel-Rimbury (hereafter DR) and post Deverel-
Rimbury (hereafier PDR) pottery traditions. For Sussex these traditions have been
discussed in detailed by Barrett (1980, 311), Ellison (1972, 1978 and 1980), and
Hamilton (e.9. 1977, 1987, 1993,2002c). The present report compliments this study
by considering the relationship of the Roundstone Lane assemblage to the broadly
coeval assemblage from the Bypass excavations nearby, and by placing it
in the context of the MBA and LBA/EIA pottery traditions of Sussex as a whole. The
site assernblages to which the present assemblage is most closely related arg for the
MBA Broup, Mle Oalq Shoreham (Ilamilton 2A02a) and Plumpton Plain (Ilawkes
1935), and for the LBA/EIA group, Chanctonbury Ring (tlamilton2OA2c) and Slonk



t
I
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
t
I
t
I
I
I
I
t
I
t

Hill, Shoreham (Monis 1978a). The possible pre-Belgic LIA group is not closely
paralleled.

Middle Bronze Age and EmIy Fi* Millennium BC Pottery Fabics

Summary

The Roundstone Lane prehistoric pottery assemblage comprises 16 fabric qpes. Most
incorporate burnt flint and varying amounts and grades of quartz sand, and a few - all
of them minority fabrics - incorporate shell and pisolithic Fe-oxide or glauconite-rich
sand. Many also incorporate unquantifiable amounts of organic material. Most of
these fabrics occur in chronologcally diagrrostic forms within the Roundstone Lane
assemblage, have closely dated regional parallels, or were consistently associated on
site with dated material. Five belong to the MBA This group comprises fing
intermediate and coarse wares. In terms of sherd numbers, however, it is dominated
by coarse wares. The remaining I I belong to the early first millennium BC. Three do
not occur in forms which can be precisely dated and could belong to any period
between the LBA and the EIA. The remaindeq which includes all those with shell and
pisolithic Fe-oxide or glauconite inclusions, belong to the LBAIEIA. Like the eadier
grouP, these comprise fine, intermediate and coarse wares. Most common are
intermediate wares, but, unlike the coarse wares in the earlier grourp, these are not
obviously dominant.

Middle Bronze Age Fabrics

For strength MBA fabrics tend to rely upon bulk rather than firing technology. Close
Sussex parallels for Roundstone Lane MBA fabrics occur in assemblages from the

Bypass (Seager Thomas and tlamilton 2OOZ), Cock Uill (Ratcliffe-
Denshanr, H B A and M M 1961, 97), Mile Oak $Iamilton20A24 4244), New Barn
Down (Curwen 1934, 6l), East Beach, Selsey (Kenny 1989, l7), and many other
sites. All of these are poorly fired. By contrast similar grade flint tempered wares
from early first millennium BC sites are both better fired and thinner (e.g. Dunington,
fabric F4) (Seager Thomas 2002).

Fine ware

Fineflin! f'X'4
Iv{oderate to common (T5 to ZOVQ ooarse sand sized burnt flint, and very rare (<l7o)
fine quartz sand. Friable. Body sherds at c 6mm ftis[ No chronologicallydiagnostic
forms occurred in this fabric but it was shatified beloru MBA vessel no 30. It is both
finer and thinner than is usual in SussexMBA assemblages.

Intermediate ware

Medium to coarse fiint, F4
Sparse to moderate (7 to f 5 7o) modium sand sized to small granule sized burnt flint,
and rare (l7o) fine quafiz sand. Friable. Body sherds from c 9 to 12 mm thick. The
principl forms in fabric F4 are represented by vessel nos 28 and 38. Vessel no 38 is
of MBA date. Vessel no 28 could be of MBA or LBA date.
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Coarse wares

Coarse flint, Ctr'2
Moderate (10 to 157o) ooarse sand sized to srnall granule sized burnt flin! and rare
(not prsisely quantifiable) Watu, sand. Very friable. Body sherds from c 9 to 12 mm
thick. The principal forms in fabric CF2 are represented by vessels nos 2l and 30-
Both of these arre of MBA date.

Very coane flint, CX'3
Sparse to moderate (5 to l07o) @arse send to granule sized burnt flint (with a greater
proportion of fine grade material fhan CF4). Friable. Body sherds at c l6mm thick.
The principal fonn in fabric CF3 is reFesentedby vessel no 25. It is of MBA date.

Very coaroe flint, CI'4
Spars to moderate (5 to l07o) coarse sand to granule sized burnt flinf Friable. Body
sherds from 10 to l3mm thick. The principal forms in frbric CF4 are representedby
vessels nos 26, 27 and.46. These are ofMBA date.

Early FirstMillermium BC Fabrics

Owing to the differences between MBA and later pottery firing technolory, it is easy
to distinguish early first millennium BC from MBA fabrics. This applies irrespective
of grade. If there is an overlap it is with later first millenniurn BC pottery. However,
the three principal findspots of early first millennium BC pottery yielded only one
later prehistoric feature sherd, and it is probably unnecessary to look outside this
period (and more specifically the LBA/EIA) for dating. The early first millennium BC
fabrics exactly reflect the wide range of forms associated with early first millennium
BC pottery. Close Sussex parallels come from LBA Steyning, lvfile Oak and
Thundersbiurow Hill, which, in addition to an equally wide range of fabric grpes,
yielded minority fabrics incorporating shell and pisolithic Fe-oxides similar to those
from Roundstone Lane (tlamilton 1988, 641'1993,482483;2002a 45).

Fine wares

tr'ine flint FX'l
Rare (2%o) medium sand sized burnt fling common fine to medium quartz san4 rare
(l7d caftonaoeous matenfll, and rare (not precisely quantifarc), red, Fe-oxide
nodules. Body sherds at c 6mm thidc No chronologically 4iagnostic forms oacurrd
in this fabric, nor lvas it reliably associated with other dated sherds, but it is similar to
fine rales in the LBA/EIA assemblage from East Beach, Sels€y-

I'ine flint, fEl
Sparse (3 to 5YQ fine to cfirse sand sizd burnt flinl and ?moderate fine to medium
quartz sand. Body sherds from c 6 to 8mm thick. The principaf form in fabric FF2 is
represented by vessel no 4. This is of LBA/EIA date.

Fine flint, trlF3
Moderate (157o) medium sand sized burnt flin! ?moderate (15%o) medium ryafiz san{ rare
(<lV") carbonaceous materiat and rare (not precisely quantifiable), re4 Feoxide nodules.
Body sherds at c 7mm thick. The principal forms in fabric FF3 are represented by vessel nos
5,6,ll,36 and 41. Vessels 5, 6 and 7 are of LBA/EIA date. Vessels 36 and 4lmay be LBA.

Fine flint with glauconite, tr'tr'G

Sparse (57d medium sand sized burnt flint, sparse to moderate (7-lw/o) medium
glauconite or pisolithic Fe-oxide sand, rare (l7d carbonaceous, and rare (not
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precisely quantifiable), re4 Feoxide nodules. Body sherds from c 6 to 7mm thick.
No chronologicafy diagnostic fonns oaurred in this fabric but its on site
associations are primarily LBA/EIA. Sussex glauconite or pisolithic Feoxide rich
fubrics date from the LBA. The closest site to Roundstone Lane to have yielded
them, Chanctonbury Ring is of LBA/EIA date (Hamilton 2OO2c).

Intermediate wares

Shelly, S
Sparse to mderate (5 to l07o) decalcified coarse sand sized to small petlble sized
shell, sparse (5 to 107o) fine to medium quartz sand, ?common (not precisely
quantifiable) carbonaoeous materiaychaq and rate (not precisely quantifiable), red,
Fe+xide nodules. Body sherds from 6 to 9mm. The principal form fabric S is
represented by vessel no 7. This could be of LBA or LBA/EIA date. The fabric's on
site associations, how€vero are primarily LBA/EIA.

Medium flintrrith shell, trS
Sparse (57o) medium to very coane sand sized flint, patchy, rarc to sparse (l to 3V$,
c<xtrs€ sand sized shell, and nre (lT$ carbonaceous material. Body sherds from c 7
to l0mm thick. The principal form in fabric FS is represented by vessel no 8. This
could be of LBA or LBA/EIA date. The fabric's on site associations, howwer, are
primarily LBA/EIA.

Medium flint, X'l
Rare to sparse (2 to syA medium sand to (very rare) small granule sized bunt flint,
moderate (157o) fine to medium qrJarlz. san{ rare (l7o) cafuonaceous material, and
rare (not precisely quantinaUe), red, Feoxide nodules. No chrcnologically
diagnostic forms occurrd in this fabric, but, afthough it is present in small quantities
in trro probable MBA contexts, its principal chronological associations are
LBA/EIA.

Medium flint,I'2
Sparse to moderate (5 to l07o) medium to very coarse sand sized burnt flint and rare
(not precisely quantifiable), re4 Feoxide nodules- A minority of sherds (not
quantified separately) also include varying quantities of pisolithic Feoxides or
glauoonite. Body sherds from c 5 to l2mm thick. The principl forms in fabric F2 are
r€presented by vessel nos l, 9, 10, 13, 16, 17, 31, 37, 42 and 47 - Nl but vessel nos
37, 42 and 47 belong to the early first millennium BC. The most precisely dated of
these are LBAIEIA. Vessel no 47 is MIA or pre-Belgic EIA. Vessel no 37 comes
from a probable MBA mntextbut it is thought to have been intruded. Vessel no 42 is
probably LBA/EIAbut maybe slightly later.

Mediumfiint" 13
Moderate (10 to 15%o) mdium sand sized to very @arse sand sized burnt flint, and
very rare (<lYr) medium granule sized bumt flint. Some sherds incorporate
unquantifiable shell and/or carbonaceous material. Body sherds from c 9 to llmm
thick. No chrcnologicalty diagnostic feature sherds occ-urred in this fabric, but,
although absent from MBA features, it was stratified below the principal LBA/EIA
deposit. It may be LBA/EIA or LBA.

Coarse wares

Medium to coarseflint, CFI
Moderate (107o) coarse sand sized to small granule sized burnt flint. Body sherds
from c 8 to 12mm ftick. The only chronologically diagnostic feature sherd to occur
in this fabric is the heavily grrttd base (no 23). lt is datd to the earb fimt
millenniumBC.
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Medium to coarse flint with glauconite, CX'G
Sparse (3-5y") omrse sand to small granule sized burnt flint, moderate (10 to 159/0)
medium glauconite orpirclithic Fe-oxide san4 and rare (not precisely quantifiable),
re4 Fe-oxide nodules. Body sherds at c 10mm thick. No cbronologically diegnostic
sherds occuned in this ftbriq but its on site chronologiel associations are wholly
LB1,/EIA.Identical fabrics oocur in the LBA/EIA assemblage from Chanctonbury
Ring.

Possible Laler lron Agefabrics

Three intermediate fabrics are without dated parallels. It is suggested
here that they belong to the pre-Belgic LIA However, both more and
much better dated parallels will be required before this can be stated
with certainty.

Chalk, C
Moderate to common (15 to 2OVA medium to coarse sand sized ?chalt and rare (not
prwisely quantifiable), red, Fe-oxide nodules or grog. Body sherds from c 7 to 9mm
thick. The principal forms in fabric C are represented by vessel nos 49 and 50. These
mayh ofpre-Belgic LIA date.

Greensand, GS
Common (207o) medium to coarse sand sized greensand- Fabric GS is representedby
a single body sherd from undated pit 1225. This sherd was l0mm thick and weighed
20 grams. It was associated with single sherds in ftbrics C and G.

Grog, G
Sparse (77o) medium to coarse sand sized grog (including some of a vivid red
colour). Fabric G is represented by a single body sherd from Pit 1225. This sherd was
5mm thick and weighed 1.5 granrs. It was associated with single sherds in fabrics C
and GS.

Aay Sources, Pottery Fabrics and Early First lWlennium BC Sitc Rxouree
hacuremcnt Strolegies

The fabrics with pisolithic Fe-oxides or glauconite inclusions are thought to be non-
local. Most likely the clays comprising them come from north of the Downs. Similar
fabrics have been identified in pottery assemblages from at least 12 Sussex early first
millennium BC sites (Roundstone Lane is the western-most), and, together, are taken
as an indicator of craft specialization during the period (tlamilton 1997, 42; 20024
46). A non-local source may also be suggested for fabric S. Similar shelly fabrics
have been quantified from four West Sussex eaf,ly first millennium BC sites, Mle
Oalq Roundstone Lane, Thundersbarrow Hill and Steyning (Tables 1 and 2; Hamilton
24024 table 2.9; 1993 and 1988, 46). In each case they comprised a minority of the
whole- By contrast, at their principal East Sussex find spot, Bishopstone, they
comprised the majority (flamilton 1977, table 5). Either these fabrics originated at
Bishopstong or, more likely, they related to a particular role with which that site was
associated. The implication is that they too are a product of craft specialization. The
natural inclusions present in the Roundstone Lane fabrics are consistent
with what would be expected of local clays. Possible sources occur in the clay-with-
flints, local Tertiary strata and in the fossil channels of the coastal plarU but none of
these have been studied in sufficient detail to provide a match. However, differences
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between the amount, grade and presence of natural inclusions, such as quartz sand,
present in fabrics belonging to the MBA and the early first millennium BC fabric
groups show the principal local source of potting clay to have changed between these
two periods.

Typological Conte of the l]frddle BronzeAge Pottery Assemblage

Deverel-Nmbury Pottery

The MBA pottery from Roundstone Lane includes a wide rirnge of forms belonging to
the DR pottery tradition. Seven 'everyday' and 'heavy duty' forms within it are linked
by Ellison with food preparation @llison types I to 4, 6) and storage @llison types 8
to 10) @llison 1978,32;1980, 38). Forms belonging to a'fine ware' group, linked by
her with food consumption, are absent but may be represented by fabric FF4. Forms
with Sussex parallels include a large 'bucket urn' with an applie{ finger-tip
impressed cordon (no 2l), a sherd with a simple, finger-tip impressed cordon, also
probably belonging to a'bucket urn' (no 22) @llison types 9 and l0), an ovoid bossed
jar (nos 26 and 27) @llison type 2'1, a flared, convex-sided base (no 25), a small
'bucket urn' with an undecorated, raised or applied cordon (possibly incorporating a
boss) Q9), two thin rim sherds from a bag-shaped or ovoid bossed jar (nos 24 and 28)
@llison types I and 2\, a flat-topped, in-turned rim and a flared, straight sided base
possibly belonging to a bi-conical urn (no 44) @llison type 6), and a straight-side
vessel with a lightly finger-tip impressed cordon and a slightly in-turned, finger-tip
impressed rim (no 38). No single Sussor assembl4ge incorporates all of these forms.
Published feature groups containing two or more, however, come from at least three
sites: the Angmering Bypass (ditch 4500) (Seager Thomas and Hamilton 20U2),
Coldean Lane, Brighton (Varley Halls, hut terrace 1) (Hamilton 1997, fig 14), and
Mile Oak (hut terraces 1 and 3) (Ilamilton 2OA2a, frgs 2.29-31). Important individual
parallels occur in assemblages from Amberley Mount (Ratcliffe-Densharn" H B A and
M lvf, 1966, fig 6), New Barn Down (Curwen 1934, frg 19), Plumpton Plain (Ilawkes
1935, fig2), Selsey (Musson 1954, figs 6 and 7; Kenny 1989, fig 5) and other Sussex
sites.

Unusual Middle Bronze Age Traits

Three forms that have not hitherto been recognized in Sussex DR assemblages are
also present in the MBA assernblage.

Ums
Two new urn forms are in indisputably MBA fabrics (CF2 and CFal afr, an
confidently be dared to this perid. One of these, vessel no 30, is straight*ided and
bossed with a notched oordon- Thoug[ utterly unlike any of Ellison's Sussex types,
its bosses and small size place it in her '*rcryday' group. A notched cordon oocurs in
the'doubtfrrl goup' of pottery from MBA New Barn Down (Curwen 1934, fig 2I).
Vessel no 30 was dirwfly associated with fabric FF4. The other, vessel no 46, is bi-
partite with a vertically finger-tip impressed line between its rim and shorlder angle.
It is a variant of Ellison's types 6 or 8.

Postfzring Trcdordions
Also unusual are perforaions between the rim and aordon ofvessel no 2l- Post-fuing
perforaions are oornmon in DR assemblages from Sussex (cf no 29) and are
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generally interpreted as repair-holes @llison 1972,lll: Hamilton 20p/4 4S). The
perforations in vessel w 21, howweq were madeprior to fuing. It is thought that
they relate either to suspension, or, in view ofthe probable size and weight ofvessel
no2l, a means by which a oover may have been atAched-

Ihe Date of Sussex Deverel-Rimhury Pottery

The referencing of MBA feattnes by probable later Bronze Age features and deposits
and the close association of MBA and LBA-type wares on the Angmering Bypass site
suggests that parts of the assemblage from it may relate to a late phase of the DR
tradition (Seager Thomas and Hamilton 20A2). The same has been suggested of the
lrfile Oak assemblage (flamilton 20A24 36,48) to which that from Roundstone Lane
is related typologically. Horizorrtal grouping of different DR forms from MBA
cemeteries at Kimpton in Hampshire (Dacre and Ellison 1981, 190) and Ardleigh
Rings in Essex (Couchman 1975) sugge$ additionally that bosses, a recurrent Sussex
DR trait, belong to a late phase of DR aaivity. This is broadly supported by
radiocarbon dates associated with Sussex DR pottery which focus on a period
between c 1500 and ll50 Cal BC but include some atypically late dates (notably that
from Itford rilll) Q{amilton 2002b, 180, fig 7.30). Indications of a date towards the
end of the MBA for some of the Roundstone Lane DR pottery include fabric FF4,
whiclq although not exactly paralleled in the later Angmering assemblageq is
unusually fine for a Sussex MBA fabric, the unparalleled vessel no 30 below which it
was found, and the co-occurrence in ditch 642 of bothMBA and later pottery. When
the MBA occupation commenced remains open.

Regiornl Importance of the AngmeringMiddle Bronze Age Assemblage

The wide range of feature associations of the fwo Angmering MBA pottery
assemblages suggest that a variety of activities occurred on site - in addition to those
indicated by the urned cremations. What these activities were cannot be inferred from
the pottery alone since it was neither 'structured' nor present in obvious primary
contexts (e.g. hut platforms), but, if Ellison's interpretation of her 'everyday' and
'heavy duty' wares is correct, we ffin assume that they include some of a domestic
nature. Both the number and the variety of vessel forms indicate that this was similar
to that which occurred on downland sites during the period (see parallels cited above)
and thus close an inteqpretative gap between the two regions rezulting from the
absence of evidence for settlement on the Coastal Plain. Both sites also yielded
feature assemblages comprising several different vessel forms @oundstone Lane,
ditch 545, and Angmering Bypass, ditch 4673) (Seager Thomas and llamilton 2002).
These are important because they improve the internal phasing of DR pottery. For
examplq ditch 545 shows bag-shaped jars, ovoid bossed jars and jars with raised,
undecorated cordons to have been coeval Finally, the forms present and absent from
the two assemblages place Angmering in a regional context. Two of Ellison's vessel
Epes, botl of which she considers specific to Sussex (5 and 7) @llison 1978, 34),
were absent from Angmering and do not occur in other Coastal Plain assemblages. tt
is possiblg thereforg that the Coastal Plain fell outside a definable stryle zone. On the
other hand, tpe 7 was present at Highdown lfill nearby (Wilson 1940, fig l), and
both assemblages have extra-regional parallels including a set previously thought not
to have been shared with West Sussex @llison type 9) @llison 1980, fig l2). Overall
this confirms the broad regional credentials of Sussex DR traditions.
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Typological Cont& of the Esb Firct fufiIlennium BC pofiery

Post Devere l-Rimbary fypolog,,

Most of the LBA/EIA pottery from Roundstone Lane belongs to a latq 'decorated'

phase of the PDR pottery tradition. It comprises a wide but incomplete range of the
known forms associated with this tradition, including in terms of the number of
individual vessels represented, a high proportion of fine wares associated with the
consumption of food (Barrett 1980, 303), and rather fewer intermediate wares
associated with other forms of domestic activity. Forms with Sussex parallels include
the neck of a shouldered jar (no 1), a possible tri-partite jar (no 4) and two narrow
shouldered tri-partite bowls (5 and l1), all of which are finewares, and the finger-tip
ortool impressed shoulder angles of three shouldered jars (nos 7,8 and 31), and an
externally slashed rim of a tri-partite shouldered jar (no 18). Once again no Sussex
assemblage incorporates all of these forms but published feature groups containing
two or more come from Slonk Hill (pits 4 and 5) (Monis 19784 frg 12) and East
Beac[ Selsey (Well ll2) (Seager Thomas 2O014 fig l2), and groups of parallels
occur in 'decorated' PDR site assemblages from Chanctonbury Ring (llamilton
2OO2c) and Highdown Hill (Wilson 194Q figs 4-6). Four vesselq a heavily gdtted
base (no 34), a convex jar (no 37) and two possible hemispherical bowls (nos 36 and
41), could belong to an earlier, plainware phase of the same tradition. With the
possible exception of the narrow shouldered tri-partite bowl, the distribution of which
is restricted to the south coast and the continent, these vessel forrrs also occur widely
elsewhere in south east England.

Non-Sussex Forms

Three forms are new to Sussex. These include a third narro\il shouldered tri-partite
bowl (no 6), alargejar with an upright, flat-topped and massively internally expanded
rim (no 9), and the two 'rusticated' sherds (nos l0 and l7).In order to find parallels
for vessel no 6 and the 'rusticated' sherds it is necessary to turn to Kent or the
continent. Sherd 9, which may be part of the same vessel as the two 'rusticated'

sherds, is without parallel.

Narow shouldercd tri-partite bowl
The key characteristic ofvessel no 6 is ia very ruurow, acutely angled shoulder- This
form is associated with obtusely angled shoulders, similar to those of vessel nos 5
and ll, in assemblages from Dolland's Moor near Folkestone (N{acpherson-Grant
1990, 6l) and Compidgne 'Le Fond Pernant' in Oise, France (Itdalrain et al 1996,fr9
5). Both forms occur s€eaxatety in assemblages from other French sites including
Neuville-sur-Escaut in Nord (Hurhele et al 199o, l8)' Duisans in Pasde{alais
(ibid, 27\ and Conde+ur-Suippe 'Le Deprofundis' in Aisne (I,a Brieffe and Siddra
1988,fis32).

Applied 'ra$icdion'

This finish oonsists ofroughened clay slurry, usually appliedbelow the shoulder.
Priorto the present find it vras known only inKent and onthe near oontinent Near
contempomry parallels occur in assemblages from, for examplq tlaueinge in Kent
(Seager Thomas and l{amilton 2001b), Coquelles 'RNl' in the Pasde-Calais, France
(Blancquaert 1998, fig 5), and Vlaardingen in Holland (Van Heeringen 1987, plate
42). lt is conceivable, given the widence for the movement of other early firs

3 l



I
I
I
I
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

millennium BC pottery outlined above, that the present find was imported from one
or other of these regions.

The Dating of the Post Deverel-RJmbury Assemblage

At least four hundred years separate the DR and the bulk of PDR pottery from
Roundstone Lanq althougtq as noted above in the sections on fabrics and PDR
typolory, a handful of sherds may be of intermediate date. Typologically, 'decorated'

PDR pottery falls somewhere between plain PDR pottery dated to the LBA, and a
less well defined goup comprising assemblages such as those from Green Street,
Eastbourne (Hodson 1962), and Findon Park (Fox and Wolseley 1928) currently dated
to the EIA. Radiocarbon dates associated with 'decorated' PDR pottery focus on the
7th century Cal BC (Needham 1996, 137). This is consistent both with continental
radiocarbon dateg such as that from Vlaardingen in Holland (Van Heeringen 1989),
which show applied 'rustication' to have become mmmon there between the 7th and
6th centuries Cal BC, and Sussex dates on earlier, plain PDR pottery which focus on
the fth century Cat BC. Sussex dates associated with 'decorated' pottery come from
Yaptor\ Chanctonbury Ring and tlarting Beacon. The earliest is from Yapto4 which
yielded no parallels for the present assemblage. It spans the lfth and 6th centuries Cal
BC. Much closer typologically is Chanctonbury Ring which has a date spanning the
8th and the 2nd centuries Cal BC. Latest is that from Harting Beacon. It spans the
4thl5th and the 1st century Cal BC (Hamilton 1993; Hamilton and Manley 2001,l4).

The Regional Importnnce of the Early First Millenniam BC Assemblnge

Roundstone Lane is only the third or fourth site on the Sussex Coastal Plain to have
yielded LBAIEIA pottery. Twice as many are known on the West Sussex Downs. The
reason for this difference is unknowrU bu! given the oppoite distribution of LBA
finds pots (Seager Thomas ZOAla, fig I4), it seems likely that it reflects the real
distribution of settlement during the two periods. The present assemblage provides an
insight into that settlement. The form and probable role of the vessels comprising it
are similar to those from contemporary downland siteq many of its feature
associations are similar, and it was richly augmented by craft specialization and far-
reaching site resource procurement strategies similar to those associated with
downland sites. By contrast the much more extensive LBA settlement of Coastal Plain
appears culturally impoverished (e.g. Climping: Seager Thomas 2001b). This suggests
not so much a shift in settlement as a reorganization of resources, whictq given their
common culture, are best associated with the coeval establishment of the first
archaeologically visible land boundaries and hill forts on the Downs (Ilamilton and
Manley 2001,25, table l).

Larer fron Age and Unfured Pottery

Five feature sherds are later or of uncertain date. These include an undiagnostic rim
sherd in either fabric FF3 or FF4 (no 32), a large pedestal base (no 42), the base of a
probable saucepan pot (no 48), and two sherds in fabric C, one with an 'S' shaped
profile and sligbtly thickened neck (no a\ and one with an out-turned rimlvestigial
neck (50).
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Out-tumed rim
The form and fabric of vessel no 32 can be aocommodated in both of the principal
traditions comprising the Roundstone Lane assemblage, and, although its associations
are primarily MBA its precise date remains unknown. The feature from which it
oomes, well 614, has anMBA terminus ytst quemat&$,.

Pedestal bese
The closest parallel for the prcsent example comes from Slonk Hill (Monis 19784
fig Ia). Slonk Hill yielded LBNEIA" EIA and MIA assemblages. The fabric of tle
Slonk hill vessel, however, was consistent with an LBAIEIA date. There are two
interpretative options, either the Roundstone Lane assemblage incorporates a later
Iron Age component, orthe 'decorated'PDRpottery comprising itbelongs to the end
of the uadition.

Saucepan pot
Vessel no 48 is rmusually flared for a s:rucepln pot and has only two close Sussex
parallels, one from Torberry (Cunlitre 1976, fig 20) and one from Shoputyke (Seager
Thomas and l{amilton 2001a). Sussex s:ruaepan pottery is thought to date from the
3rd century BC (Cunlitre 1991,567). Both parallels, however, were associatd with
LIA forms and maybelongto slightly lareq pre-Belgic LIA group.

'S'shaped prolile
The key characteristic of vessel no 49 is the combination of its 'S' profile and
thickened neck. 'S' shaped profiles occur throughout the early first millennium BC
(and later), but, outside the region, this combination is prirnarily associated with pre-
Belgic LIA forms (e.g. Bigfuury, Kent Thompson 1983, fig 1l). Possible Sussex
examples occur in the LIA assernblage from North Bersted (Monis 1978b, fip 19-
2r').

Out-tumed rim
Vessel no 50 has two Sussex parallels. One is from the same Torberry was as the
s.ruaepan pot parallel referrBd to abwe (Cunlitre 1976, frg 20). The closest is from
Bishopstone (f{amilton 1977 , fig 48). The feature from which it camg Pit 790, is not
closely dated but is thougbt to be intermediate between the site's LBA and LIA
occupations (ttamitton pers comm.). A Kent parallel for another vessel from this
feature occrrs in the pre-Belgic LIA assemblage from }lawkinge (Seager Thomas
and }lamilton 200fb).

Catalogue (Figs 17-20)
* - illustrated

Area A

Ditch 280, fA 281

l. *Upper shoulder, short, upright neclg and flat squared to slightly expanded rim of
shouldered jar. Fabric F2. Fnger pinched neck. Dark grey core and interior
suface, and orange exterior surface.

2. Finger-tip impressed shoulder. Fabric F2.Darkgrey core and interior surface, and
Dark grey to red brown exterior zurface.

C'aW 414 (261),fiL|262

3. *Round shoulder, ?upright neck and flag squared rim of shouldered jar. Fabric S.
Dark grey core and, orange **t. 

..
J J



I
I
I
T
I
I
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Gully 414,rtil 415

4. *Flared neck and flat, squared rim of tri-partite or round shouldered bowl or small
jar. Fabric FF2. Burnrshed interior and exterior zurfaces. Dark grey surfaces and
core.

5. *convex lower body, rounded, obtusely angled shoulder angle, short upper
shoulder, upright or slightly flared neck and internally rounded rim of tri-partite
bowl. Fabric FF3. Burnished interior and exterior surfaces. Dark grey core and
interior surface, and orange to grey buff exterior surface. Same as vessel as vessel
no 12.

6. *Slightly convex lower body, rounded acutely angled shoulder angle, short upper
shoulder, upright or slightly flared neck and rounded rim of tri-partite bowl.
Fabric FF3. Bumished interior and exterior surfaces. Grey broum to dark grey
core and surfaces.

7. *Finger-tip impressed shoulder. Fabric,S. orange Ourn0 core and surfaces.

8- rConvex lower body, and angular, finger-tip impressed shoulder of shouldered jar.
Fabric F,S. Dark grey mre, and brown grey surfaces.

9. *Upper shoulder, upright neck and flat, massively internally expanded rim of very
latgg probable shouldered jar. Fabric F2. Orange core and surfaces.

10. Body sherd. Fabric F2. Applied 'rustication' (clay slurry) on exterior surface.
Orange core and surfaces. ?Same vessel as vessel nos 9 and 17.

GUIIy 426,fiL|427

11. Convex lower body, rounded shoulder angle, short upper shoulder, and internally
rounded rim of tri-partite bowl. Fabric FF3. Burnished interior and exterior
surfaces. Dark grey core and interior surFace, and orange to grey buff exterior
surface.

12. Convex lower body, rounded, obtusely angled shoulder angle short upper
shoulder, upright or slightly flared neck and internally rounded rim of tri-partite
bowl. Fabric FF3. Burnished interior and exterior surfaces. Orange to grey buff
core and exterior surfacq and dark grey interior surface. Same as vessel no 5.

13. *Fla! slightly expanded base, and flared, concave to straight sided lower body.
Fabric F2. Orange core and exterior surfacg and dark grey interior surface.

14. *Flat base, and flared, very slightly convex sided lower body. Fabric F2. Roughly
fingered exterior. Dark grey core and interior zurface, and dark grey to orange
exterior zurface.
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15. Flat, slightly expanded base, and flared, concave sided lower body. Fabric F2.
Brown core and exterior surface, and dark grey brown interior surface. ?Same
vessel as vessel no 16.

16. *Flat, slightly expanded basq and flared, concave to straight sided lower body.
Fabric F2. Finger smeared exterior surface. Brown corg and orange surfaces.
?Same vessel as vessel no 15.

17. Body sherd. Fabric F2. fupnen 
'rustication' (clay slurry) on exterior surface.

Orange core and zurfaces. ?Same vessel as vessel nos 9 and 10.

Area B

Ditch 5A4,rtil 505

18. *Flared neck and flat-topped externally finger-tipped rim of tri-partite shouldered
jar. Fabric F2.Dar:kgrey core and exterior surface, and buffinterior surface.

Drtch 504, fill 5A6

l9.Heavily grrtted base (very small fragment). Fabric F2. Dark grey core and
surfaces.

Cremation 507

20. *Upright upper body and flat, very slightly internally bevelled and expanded rim.
Fabric CF2. Fnger smeared exterior. Dark grey brown core and interior surface,
and dark grey exterior surface.

Cremation 508

21. *Upright upper body of bucka urn with applied, finger-tip impressed cordon, and
flat, squared rim. Two pre-firing perforations, one above the other, between rim
and cordon. Fabric CF2.Darkgrey brown core and dark grey surfaces.

22. *Finger-trp impressed body sherd/cordon. Fabric CF2. Dark grey core, dark
brown interior surface- andred enterior zurface.

Golly 541,fiL{542

Z3.F"lat, heavily grtted base and flared lower body. Fsbric CFI. Dark grey to grey
brown corg and dark grey surfaces.

Curvilinem ditch 5 45, filI 560

24. Rounded rim of thin bodied, possible convex jw. Fabric F4. Dark grey core and
surfaces.

25- *Flat base and convex to straight sided lower body. Fabric CF3. Arange core and
surfaces.
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26. *Rounded rim of possible convex jar. Fabric CF4.Buff core and surfaces. ?Same
vesselasvessel no27.

27. *Body sherd with circular boss. Fabric CF4. Dark grey core, red brown to dark
brown exterior surface. and buff to dark brown interior surface. ?Same vessel as
vessel no26.

Curvilinear ditch 545, fill 561

28. *Rounded rim. Fobric F4.Darkgrey core and surfaces.

29. "Upright upper body of bucket urn with ?applied cordon with boss, and rounded
rim. Post-firing perforation immediately above cordon. Fabric CF4. Dark grey
core, dark brown to orange exterior surfacq and buffto dark grey interior surface.

Cremation 300/569

30- Upright upper body with notched cordon and flaq squared rim. Two possible
bosses. Fabric CF2.Finger smeared. Dark grey core and surfaces.

Area C

Scoop 995,rtil 996

31. *Diagonally tool (?bone) impressed, obtuse shoulder angle of shouldered jar.
Fabric F2 (gjauconitic). Dark grey core and interior surface, and dark grey to buff
exterior surface.

Area D

Well 614,fih|767

32. *Upper shoulder/body and internally rounded and bevelled out-turned
rimivestigial neck. Fabric FF3 ot FFa.Lightbrown core and orange surfaces.

OvaI feature 626, fiIl 637

33. Body sherds (thin) with applied, finger-tip impressed cordon. Fabric F4. Dark
grey core, and dark grey to orange surfaces.

34. Body sherds (thin) with applied, finger-tip impressed cordon. Fabrie F4. Dark
grey core and interior surface, and dark brown exterior surface.

35. Flat, slightly e4panded base and flarefi, slightly convex lower body. Fabric F4.
Dark grey to grey brown core, dark grey to brown exterior surface, and orange to
buffinterior surface.

Linear feature 642, fill 64 3
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36. rVery slightly convex upper body and flat rim of possible hemispherical bowl.
Fabric FF3. Burnished. Dark grey core and surfaces.

37.*Yery slightly convex upper body and rounded rim of convex jar. Fobric F2.
Finger smeared interior. Dark grey core and interior surface, and dark brown
exterior surface.

38. *Straight sided upper body of straight sided jar with finger tip impressed cordon
and rounded, in-turned rim. Fabric F4.Darkgrey to brown corg and grey to buff
surfaces.

Linear feature 648, rtil 649

39. Rounded rim. Fabric CF2.Dwkgrey core and surfaces.

Linear feature 648, fill 649

40. Flat base and slightly flared, straight sided lower body. Fabrie CF4. Grey to
orange core, dark grey to orange exterior zurface, and dark grey interior surface.

Pit 656, fill 657

41. *Rounded rim of possible hemispherical bowl. Fabric FF3. Burnished. Dark grey
core and surfaces.

42. "Yery large pedestal base. Fabric F2 (fine). Burnished. Dark grey to brown core
and surfaces.

43. Heavily grtted base. Fabric F2. Lidht brown core, orange interior zurface, and
grey exterior (gritted) surface.

Burntfeature 666, rtil 740

M. *Flat base and flared, convex to straight sided lower body, and convex to straight
sided upper body and flat, squared rim of bucket urn or convex jar. Fabric CF4.
Dark brown core and dark grey to darkbrown surfaces.

Ovalfeature 722, cut 723

45. Flat base and flared lower body. Fabrie F2. Dark brown core, dark grey to dark
brown exterior surface, and dark grey interior surface.

Linear feature 742, fill 74 3

46. *Obtuse shoulder angle and high upper bodylshoulder and rounded rim of very
large bi-partite jar. Vertical line of finger-tip impressions between shoulder and
rim. Fabric CF4. Dark grey to dark brown core, orange to dark grey brown
exterior surfacg and orange to grey brown interior zurface.

Circalarfeature 752, filI 753
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47. Rounded irn. Fabric F4. Orange core and surfaces.

Catalogae of possihle pre-Belgic LIA sherds

Area A

Ditch 408,rtL|409

48. *Flat base and convex to straight sided flared lower body of possible 'saucepan

pot' with four horizontal furrows immediately above base. Fabric F2 (fine). Dark
grey core and interior zurface, and buffexterior sur ce.

Area C

Gully 976,rtil 977

49. *Flat base, flared stghtly thickened neck and rounded rim ofjar with 'S' shaped
profile. Fabric B. Dark grey core and dark grey to brown surfaces.

50. *Upper body or shoulder and rounded, out-turned and internally bevelled
rimlvestigial neck. Fabric B.Darkgrey core and orange surfaces.

Overoll conclusion

Interpretatively, Roundstone Lane is tied to the adjacent Bypass site. The importance
of the prehistoric pottery assemblages from both lies iq firstly, their position on the
Sussex Coastal Plai4 secondly, the co-occurrence on them of pottery belonging to the
MBA and the early first millennium BC, and, thirdlS its presence at both in a variety
of feature types. Angmering is one of only two locations to fulfil these criteria (the
other is Selsey), and with ig it provides a unique opportunity to examine a range of
issues relating to contemporary settlement similar to that possible in Sussex's better
known downland region. Of primary interest is the precise dating of activity in the
area, achieved through a detailed fabric analysis of the two assemblages, and its
context within the Sussex MBA and first millennium BC as a whole. This shows how
settlement at Angmering, although probably continuous, shifted through the period.
The same thing occurred both on downland sites and on sites outside the region and
suggests that alt belong to a common settlement tradition. Much the same is suggested
by the pottery forms present, and, with the possible exception of the well (a feature
category which is as much geographically as culturally deterrrined) their feature
associations. For the whole period these are similar to those from downland sites. This
puts paid to any aszumptions regarding MBA and early first millennium BC
sefflement predicated on a perceived difference between the two areas. Work on the
possible later first millennium BC pottery from the site is on-going.
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The Romano-British Potteqy by Malcolm Lyne (Figs 2l-23)

Introdaction

The site produced a total of 5,545 sherds (79,0529) of pottery rangng in date
between the Latest kon Age and the medieval period: the initial evaluation trenches
produced 307 sherds (3,2189), Area A 22 sherds (1449), Area B 5 sherds (3ad and
Area D yietded 119 sherds (l8llg) of pottery. By far the largest amount of pottery
however, came from Area C and amounts to 5,068 sherds (73,8199) of almost entirely
Roman material, with a strong emphasis on the period c. AD 200-400. Four further
sherds were recovered during the second evaluation to the south of the main site.

Mahodologt

All of the assemblages were quantified by numbers of sherds and their overall
weigtrts. Vessel forms and their fabrics, as well as the condition of the sherdg were
also noted for dating purposes and are listed in the archive. The assemblages selected
for publication were further quantified by numbers of sherds and their weights per
fabric. These fabrics were classified using a x8 magnification lens with built-in metric
scale in order to identi& the natures, forms, sizes and frequencies of added inclusions.
Finer fabrics were further examined using a x30 magnification pocket microscope
with artificial illumination source.

Only two assemblages were large enough for quantification by Estimated Vessel
Equivalents (EVEs) based on rim sherds (Orton 1975).

The Fabrics

A numbered fabric series was drawn up as follows: the equivalent fabric coding for
the 1985-2000 excavations at Bignor are placed in brackets after each entry (Lyne
1ee6):

1. Handmade buFpink farbric with profuse up-to 0.50mm. multi-coloured quartz and
occasional up-to 2.00mm. calcined flint filler.
2. Handmade black fabric with profuse up-to 2.00 mm. rounded vesicles from the
leaching out of chalk filler.
3,4'. Ilandmade and soot soaked very-fine-sanded Atrebanc Overlap pottery
38. Similar but with coarse, up-to 2.00 mm. multi-coloured quartz sand filler.
44. Sandy grey Arun Valley ware with dark ferrous inclusions (lAlB)
48. Similarbut oxidised (1E).
4C. Sand free Hardham T-ondon ware' fired grey to red with polished micaceous black
surfaces (lC).
4D. I{ardham T-ondon ware'fabric variant with very-fine up-to 0.10 mm. quartz-sand
filler (lD).
4F,. Acoarser version with up to 1.00 mm. quartz sand (lD).
4G. Sand free pale-orange fabric fired crearn. A Wiggonholt product used mainly for
flagons (25A)
4H. Similar but with profuse up-to 0.20 mm. multi-coloured quartz filler and
occasional up-to l.00mm red ferrous inclusions (258)
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4I. Hardham imitation South Gaulish Samian (26)
5. Rowlands Castle Ware (10)
6,{. Alice Holt/Surrey greyware (88)
68. Alice HoltlFarnham very-fine-sanded greyware with profuse up-to 0.10 mm.
quartz sand fitler (8C).
6C. High-temperature fired blue-grey Alice Holtlfilford fabric with coarse sand.
7. Sandy Alice Holt/Farnham Ware imitation with profuse up-to 1.00mm quartz and
blaclciwhite slip.
8. Overwey/Portchester D fabric (9)
9. East Sussex Ware (14)
10. Hampshire Grog+empered ware with profuse up-to 2.00mm white and orange
grog filler (Lyne 1994, Industry 6,{).
11. ffundmade orange fabric with up-to l.00mm brown, red and black grog and silt-
sized quartz, fired rough gey. A storage-jar fabric.
12. Dorset Black-Burnished ware BB1 (l l).
13. Imitation BB1 (12).
14. Very-fine-sanded white to pale-grey fabric fired flecky blue-grey to black. A
Wickham Barn kilns product @utler and Lyne 2001) (?ts).
15. Pimply blue-grey fabric with very-fine quartz and up-to 2.00 mm. crushed brown,
black and white grog filler (16B).
16. Highgate Wood C fabric (31).
l7A. South Gaulish Samian (17).
1 78. Martres-de-Veyre Samian
17C. Central Gaulish Samian (18).
18. Central Gaulish Whiteware (288).
19. Moselkeramik (24).
20. Rhenish
21. Otrordshire Red Colour-coat (23)
22A. New Forest Purple Colour-coat (22)
22B. New Forest cream fabric with red-to-brown colour-coat
22C. New Forest Parchment Ware (34).
23.Lovrer Nene Valley Colour-coat (21).
24. GqmanMa6led Ware.
25. Mscellaneous greywares

The Assemblages

Inte Iron Age

Amounts of pottery which could relate to this period are very small and confined to a
heavily abraded but earlyJooking East Sussex Ware sherd (29.) from linear feature
660 and two sherds in Atrebatic Overlap Fabric 3A from 672 n Area D. It is quite
possible that these three sherds are in fact pos-Conquest in date.

c. AD43-150

The focus of aaivity during this period was in the south-east corner ofArea C.

Assemblage,l. From the fills of Ditch
1043 and lO44).

1042 beneath occupation layer 1041 (Contexts

40



I
I
I
I
I
I

The 69 sherds (20969) of pottery from this feature are large and fresh and come from
a limited number of vessels, nearly all of which are in coarse grey to black Hardham
Fabric 4A The only fragments from other sources are a jar bodysherd in Alice Holt
greyware Fabric 6A and another bodysherd in oxidised Atrebatic Overlap Fabric I (c.
0 - AD5O).

l. Necked bead-rim jar n Fabric 4Afrred rough grey externally. Ext. rim
diameter 160 mm. Paralleled at Ounces Barn, Boxgrove (Middleton 1996, Fig.14-12).
c. AD30-60. Context 1043

2. Similar vessel in similar fabric fired rough grey. Ext. rim diameter 160 mm.
Paralleled in Phases 2 and 3 at the Horticultural Research International kiln site in
Littlehampton (Lyne 20D0,Figs 4-2 and 3). c. AD50-70. One of three. Context 1043.

3. Necked-jar in similar fabric fired polished black externally. Ext. rim diameter 120
mm. Similar to Fishbourne Type 181 (Cunlitre 1971). c. AD43-70. Context 1043.

4. Gallo-Belgic platter copy in coarse black Fabric 4E with surface polish. Ext. rim
diameter20Omm. c. AD50-120. Context 1043.

5. Everted-rim jar in patchy blaclc/brown/red Atrebatic Overlap. Fabric 3A Ext. rim
diameter 140 mm. a AD30-50. Contexts 1043 and 1044.

6. Everted-rim jar in coarse pink-gey Fabric 4,{ fired flecky grey-brown. Ext. dm
diameter 150 mm. One of the sherds has a rivet hole where repair has taken place.
Paralleled at Ounces Barn, Boxgrove (Middleton 1996, Fig.19-31). c. AD50-100.
These various vessels indicate a date of c. AD 30-60 for this assemblage.

Assemblage 2. From the fills of Pit 1009 sealed by occupation horizon 1041 (Contexts
1010,1011 and 1033).

The 138 sherds (39509) of pottery from this feature are heavily broken up and
unsuitable for detailed quantification but include the following:

7. Necked-jar with undercut rim in grey Fabric 4,4. fired black. Similar to Fishbourne
Type 162 (Cunlitre 1971). c. ,\D43-100. One oftwo. Context 1010.

8. Handmade necked-jar in similar fabric oxidised orange-brown. Ext. rim diameter
180 mm. Paralleled at the Littlehampton kilns in Phase 3 (Laidlaw and Lyne 2000,
Fig a-6). c. AD 70-100. Context 1010.

9. Unusual platter with lid-seated rim in very-fine grey Fabric 4A fued polished black.
Ext. rim diameter 180 mm. Context 1010.

10. Bead-rim jar inblack East Sussex'Ware fired brown externally with two bands of
square-toothed rouletting around the neck. External rim diameter 240 mm. Context
1011 .

Assemblage 3. From occupation layer 1041 sealing Ditch IO42 and Pit 1009.

4 l

I
t
t

I
I
I
t
I

I
I
I
I
I
I
I



I
I
I
t
I
t
I
t
I
t
T
I
I
t
I
I
I
I
I
I
t

The 152 sherds (30589) of pottery from this horizon tend to be large and fresh but
unfortunately come from too few vessels for meaningful quantification in detail. What
can be said however, is that coarse Arun Valley greywares make up more 90% of the
assemblage by sherd count and reflect the total domination of pottery supply to the
site at this period by the products of that industry. The contemporary Horticultural
Research International kiln site in Littlehampton is only three kilometres to the west
and may well have been the source of most, if not all, of this Arun Valley industry
material (Lovell 2000). The pottery from other sources comprises a jar fragment in
Atrebatic Overlap Fabric 2, eleven Gallo-Belgic platter imitation and jar sherds in
Atrebatic Overlap Fabric 3A and a basal sherd from a Central Gaulish Samian platter
with the stamp CIOCVRO.F (c. ADl20-160). The presence of the latter fragment
indicates that rubbish continued to be added to this occupation deposit well into the
second quarter of the second century and that the assemblage as a whole spans the
period c. AD43-150.

11. Large carinated beaker in patchy gpy/buffblack Fabric 4A. Ext. rim diameter 180
mm. A similar form was made in the Chapel Street kilns at Chichester @own 1978,
Fig.l0.4- 8.10). c. AD50-60.

12. Bead-rim jar in similar fa6ric fired polished black. Ext. rim diameter 130 mm.
Paralleled at Wiggonholt @vans 1974, Fig. ll-48). c. AD43-70.

13. Another example with undercut bead in similar fbbric fired grey with external
black patches. Ext. rim diameter 120 mm. Paralleled in Phase 4 at the Littlehampton
kilns (Lyne 2000, Fig. a-la). a AD70-140.

14. Bulbous jar with stiffeverted rim in similar fabric. Ext. rim diameter 120 mm. fars
of this type appear in the early-second century at the Littlehampton kilns (Lytte 2OOO,
l5).

Assemblage 4.Fromthe fills ofDitch 988 (Contexts 989 and 990).

These fills produced a total of 153 freshJooking sherds (2,l7}g) of late-l$- and early
2nd-century pottery. The assemblage is again too small for quantification by EVEs
but Arun Valley coarse\ /ares are overwhelmingly predominant by sherd count (92%)
and include the following:

15. Necked-jar in rough-grey Fabric 4A. Ext. rim diameter 130mm. Paralleled at the
Horticultural Research Internationat kiln site at Littlehampton in Phase 2 assemblages
(Lyne 2000, Fig. a-5). c. AD50-80. Context 989.

16. Necked-bowl in similar fabric. Ext. rim diameter 100 mm. Paralleled at Ounces
Barn, Boxgrove in assemblage dated c. AD50-100 (Middleton 1996, Fig. 17-87).
Context 989.

17. Larger necked-jar rim in flecky blue-grey Fabric 44. Paralleled at Wiggonholt,
where dated c. AD60-100 @vans l974,Fig. 14-91). Context 990.
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18. Bulbous everted-rim jar in similar fabric fired rough-grey with surface blackening.
Ext. rim diameter 130 mm. Vessels of this type first appear in Phase 4 at the
Horticultural Research International kiln site in Littlehampton (Lyne 2000, Fig.a-q.
c. 100-150. Context 989.

19" Iar with hternal lid-seating in similar fabric. Ext. rim diameter 170 mm. Jars of
this type also first appear in Phase 4 at the Horticultural Research International site
(Ibid.). c. 100-150. Context 989.

The ditch also produced fragments from a South Gaulish 5amian Dr.29 bowl (c.
AD43-85), a basal sherd from a bowl in Hardham imitation South Gaulish Samian
and a copy of a Gallo-Belgic platter in Hardham London ware' Fabric 4C and ft42
produced 69 sherds (2,0969) of c. AD50-100 dated pottery respectively; made up very
largely of Arun Valley industry (Ilardham) greywares with just a few sherds of South
Gaulish Samian.

Assemblage 5. From the fills of post-pits 1091, 1181, 1187, ll9l and 1201 for the
earth-fast post built structure to the west of Ditches 988 and 1042 (Contexts 1092,
1182, I 188, LI92 and l2OZ).

Amounts of pottery from these post-pits are quite small. Post-pit I 181 lacked pottery
altogether, l09l and 1188 produced one featureless sherd and three featureless sherds
in llardham greyware Fabric 4A respectively and 1201 yielded a jar basal sherd in
much abraded miscellaneous greyware. Post-pit 1201, however, produced two sherds
from a hairpin beaker in Central Gaulish Whiteware with black colour-coat (c. AD60-
l2A), a fragment of Hardham T-ondon ware' (c. AD50-140) and a necked-jar rim in
oxidised Arun Valley marseware: the latter is paralleled quite closely in vessels from
Phase 2 contexts at the Littlehampton kilns (Laidlaw and Lyne 2000, Fig.4-5, c.
AD50-80). This zuggests that the building was constructed at some time between
AD70 and 120.

The enclosure around this structure @itches 1199 and 1193) produced very little
pottery (6 sherds, a2g) and can only be dated imprecisely to the early Roman period.

c. ADI50-400.

Assernblage 6. From the fill ofFeature 854 (Context 855)

Feature 85a yielded 89 sherds (1l5ag) of pottery. The assemblage is too small for
meaningful quantification but includes fragments from two second-century jars in
Arun Valley coarseware Fabric 44. with internal lid-seating, paralleled at Hassocks
(Lytre 1995, Fig.8-32). Other wares include a Rowlands Castle industry dish of
Fishbourne Form 204.1 (Cunliffe 1971, c. AD100-150), a storage-jar of Form 165
from the same source and the following:

20. In with lid-seated everted rim in coarsq micaceous Fabric 4E. E><t. rim diameter
180 mm.

Assemblage 7. From the fills of the constructional post-pits 860,862,866, 868, 870,
874 and 997 (Contexts 861, 863,867,869,871 and 875).
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Amounts of pottery from these contexts are small and comprise two tiny fragments of
miscellaneous greyware (lg) from Post-hole 860, three similarly undatable fragments
from Post-hole 868 (10g) as well as a fragment of a Central Gaulish Samian Dr.3l
platter (c. ADI50-2OO) and three sherds of Hardham greywarc (l8g) from Post-hole
874. Post-hole 862 lacked pottery but the three sherds from Post-hole 870 (18g)
include third-century BB1, Rowlands Castle and coarse late Alice Holt jar fragments.
The inference is therefore that the building was constructed no earlier than the mid-
third century and possibly somewhat later

Assemblage 8. From the fill ofDitch 944 (Contexts 945 and 970).

The 407 sherds (57329) of pottery from this featurq although a large assemblage, are
unzuitable for quantification by EVEs because of the inclusion of a large number of
sherds from just three vessels.

The presence of Moselkeramik beaker (c. AD200 -276), New Forest colour-coat
beaker (c. AD26O-400) and Overwey rilled jar fragments (c. AD330420) indicate that
the rest of this assemblage accumulated over an appreciable period of time. The bulk
of the material does, however, appear to be third-century in date and includes the
following pieces:

21. Everted-rim jar in rough blue-grey Fabric 4A. Ext. rim diameter 150 mm. Context
974.

22. Iar of Fishbourne Type 341 (Cunliffe 1971) in similar fabric fired rough grey with
black patches. Ext. rim diameter 160 mm. Context 970.

Many large, fresh sherds from the above two vessels are present.

23. Lid-seated jar in patchy black/orange Fabric 44. Ext. rim diameter 220 mm.
Context 945.

24. Developed beaded-and-flanged bowl in similar fabric fired grey. Ext. rim diameter
160 mm. Context 945.

A fragment from an incipient-beaded-and-flanged bowl in similar fabric is also
present.

25. Cavetto-rim jar or bowl of Lyne Class 2 @utler and Lyne 2001) in rough white
Wickham Barn Fabric 14 fired flecky blue-grey. Ext. rim diameter 150 mm. c.
4D27A470. Context 945.

26. Cooking-pot in grey Rowlands Castle Fabric 5 $/ith a batch mark'incised on the
shoulder before firing. Ext. rim diameter 150 mm. c. AD2OO-270. This vessel was
firund largely intact apart from its base and laid on its side in the bottom of the ditch.
Context 970.

27. Necked and cordoned jar of Lyne and Jefferies Type l.3l (1979) in grey Alice
HoltlFarnhamFabric 68. Ext. rim diameter 180 mm. c. AD200-300. Context 970-
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This assemblage supports the impression glven by the somewhat small and earlier
Assemblage 6 that the Arun Valley industry went into decline during the late-2nd to
3rd centuries and that some of its market was taken over by the Rowlands Castle and
Alice Holt/Farnham industries. Other sherds include a large part of a Central Gaulish
Samian Dr.3l dish (c. ADl50-200).

Assemblage 9. From the fills of Pit 1048 (Contexts 1049, 1051, 1054, 1056, 1057,
1058, 1059, 1217 and l22l)

Pit 1048 produced alarge 656 sherd (7,4449) assemblage: the pottery suggests that
the feature was back-filled at the end of the 4th century with a mixture of
contemporary and residual mid-3rd to early 4th century material. The largest
assemblage (460 sherds, 6,0109) comes from Context 1049; the uppermost fill of the
feature and is large enough for quantification by EVEs:

Fabric Jars Bowls Dishes Beakers Store-
iarc

Others Total o/n

EVE E\IE E\lE E\IE EVE EVE E\M
4A 0.07 0.07 r.2
5 0.41 0.05 0.46 8.2

68 1_56 0.01 0.10 a.a2 Lid0.05
Strainer 0.ll

1.85 32.9

10 0.05 0.10 0.15 z; ]
t2 a.t2 0.06 0.18 3.2

t4 0.21 0.2, 3.7

158 1.15 0.05 t.20 21.4

17C 0.05 0.15 Dr.33 O.2O 0.40 7.1

21 o.25 Mortarium 0.07 o.32 ) - l

228 0 . 1 1 0.11 2.O

25 0.62 Lid0.05 0.67 1 1 . 9

Total 4.12 a.4l 0.36 0.11 aJ4 0.48 5.62 100.0

Table 1: Quantification by EVEs ofRomano-British pottery from Context 1049

A striking feature of this assenrblage is a near absence of local Arun Valley
coarsewares. The only rim sherd comes from an everted-rim storagejar: the sort of
vessel which could have had a long life in use. We may conclude from this evidence
that the Arun Valley industry had ceased to operate by the late-3rd-century.

The most significant single component of this assemblage is late Alice Holt/Farnham
ware: the vessels from this sourre have a wide date-range and include both 3rd-
century self-slipped and c. AD27O-400 dated black/white slip decorated wares. The
bulk of the vessels consist of Class 38 werted-rim and Class 3C cooking-pots (Lyne
and Jefferies 1979) but other forms include Type 58.4 beaded-and-flanged bowl (c.
AD27A430), a Type 6C.2 beaded-and-flanged dish (c. AD350-400+) and a Type
5C.2 strainer (c. If,)l27040}r). The presence of the late beaded and flanged dish type
and fragments from OverweylPortchester D horizontally-rilled jars (c. AD330-400+)
indicate that some at least of the assemblase is of late-4th-centurv date.
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The second most significant component of the assemblage is a group of sherds in
Fabric 158 with grog chaflq ironstone and sand filler. Vessels in a similar fabric
occur in late4th-century assemblages at Chilgrove, Batten Hanger and Cross Roads
Field villa sites as well as the similarly-dated Well 3 at the Chichester Cattlemarket
site (Lyne 1994, 184) and Bignor villa (Lyne 1996, Fabnc 16). Such wares account
for a mere 57o of the pottery from both the H4 oven complex within the aisled
building at Chilgrove and the final occupation at Batten Hanger but here make-up a
somewhat more significant 2lYo of the assemblage. This high percentage may,
however, be misleading in thar most of the sherds in this fabric come from one vessel:

28. Everted-rim jar in pimply blue-grey fabric with acute-lattice decoration on the
body. Ext. rim diameter 180 mm. The sherds from this vessel are the freshtst in the
assemblage. One of two exanrples.
Other wares include the following:

29. Beaded-and-flanged bowl of Lyne Type 6A19 (1994) in Hampshire Grog-
tempered ware Fabric 10 fired black. Ext. rim diameter 150 mm. This is a very late
form dated to c. AD370-40Gf-.

30. Oxfordshire Red Colour-coat bowl of Youngfs Type C75 (1977) in Fabric 21.Brt.
rim diameter 160 mm. c. AD325-400+

31. Necked jar in very-fine-sanded creamy-grey fabric with rim edge blackening. Ext.
rim diameter 160 mm.

Small amounts of abraded BBI and Central Gaulis?r Samian (including a rivetted
Dr.33 cup) are also present, as are slightly fresher looking Rowlands Castlg New
Forest purple and red colour-coated beaker fragments. A small number of c. AD27O-
370 dated jar sherds of Type Cl.6 in the Wickham Barn coarse whiteware Fabric 14
(a%) are of particular interest and must be from near the edge of the distribution zone
for that small industry based near Lewes @utler and Lyne 2001).

Assemblage /0. From the fill of the sump, Pit 1225, at the far end of Gully 844
draining the corndryer (Context 1226).

The 48 sherds (alSg) of pottery from this feansre include four fresh fragments from a
Rowlands Castle cooking pot dated c. AD180-270, 15 self-slipped Alice Holt/
Farnham industry jar sherds of c- AD200-300 and nvo fragments from a Lower Nene
Valley indented colour-coat beaker of c. ADl80-300. This zuggests that either the
corndryer or previous version was constructed during the period c- AD200-270 and
kept clean of rubbish or that old admittedly frestr, sherds were put in the sump to help
with drainage.

Assemblage /1. From the fills of the corndryer (Contexts 1062, 1064, 1065, IQ72,
1A73, 1109 and ll37), the occupation spread over the feature (Context 1050) and the
fill of Ditch 844 (845) draining the corndryer.

The fills of this feature produced a total of 221 sherds (5,4689) of late 4th century
pottery dumped at the time of its abandonment. The assemblage is too small for
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meaningful quantification by EVEs but appears to be of similar date to Assemblage 9.
A number of fresh sherds from the following vessels are present:

32. Beaker of Young's Type C25 (1977) with barbotine hunting scene in heavily burnt
O>dordshire Fabric 21.F;rt. rim diameter 70 mm. c. AD270400. Much of this beaker
is present scattered througlr Contexts 1072,1073,1109 and 1137.

33. Handmade everted-rim storage-jar with narrow neck in pimply dark grey fabric
with up-to 0.50 mm. quartz-sand filler. Ext. rim diameter 140 mm. A number of large
fresh sherds came from Contexts 1109 and 1137. The general feel of this vessel
suggests that it comes from the same source as Nos 28 and34.

34. Everted-rim jar in pale-grey Fabric 37 fired black. Ext. rim diameter 140 mm.
Context 1109.

The Alice Holtffarnham wares include the following:

35. Small cavetto-rim jar fired grey with white slip decoration. Ext. rim diameter 100
mm. Context 1137.

36. Beaded-and-flanged bowl of Lyne and Jefferies Type 58.4 with internal white slip
extending over the rim but stopping short of the intemal base of the vessel. Ext. rim
diameter 22O mm. Context 1137. c. AD270-33O.

37. Beaded-and-flanged dish of Type 6C.l refired buff with internal white slip. Ext.
rirn diameter 160 mm. Context 1064.

The late Roman grog-tempered wares are probably all from the Isle of Wight and
Flampshire Basin and include:

38. Convex-sided dish in black Fabric 10 with polished surfaces. Ext. rim diameter
200 mm. c. AD27A-400. Context 1109-

39. Beaded-and-flanged bowl of Lyne Type 6A.18 with stubby flange in brown Fabric
10. Examples of this rare type are knoum from Brading villa on the Isle of Wigffi
(Lyne 1994) and Covehurst Wood just east of Hastings (Moore 1974). The two
examples from the latter site were accompanied by a Pevensey ware Dr.38 bowl,
suggesting that the type dates to the late-fourth century and was traded by sea with
other Hampshire Grog-Tempered ware vessels from Vectis along the Sussex coast.

The other wares include fragments from horizontally-rilled jars in
OverweylPortchester D Fabric 8, a Rhenish beaker lrr.Fabrjc 20, aflagon in ?German
Marbled Ware Fabric 24 andNew Forest colour-coat beakers.

A further 7l sherds (11369) of late 4th century pottery came from Context 1050 over
the corndryer and include Alice Holt/Famham industry Types lC.5 (c. AD270-350)
and 5B.8 (c. AD27O-400+). Fragments from bowls of Fulfcrd's Type 67 (1975 c.
AD300-370) in Fabric 22ts_ ard Young's Type C49 (1977, c. AD240400) inFabric 21
are also present as is the following:
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4O. Dr.38 bowl copy in badly refired black fabric with very-fine quartz-sand filler
fued patchy greylpfu*lred. E>4. rim diameter 240 mm. The base of this vessel is in the
assemblage from Context 1064 within the corndryer and part of the rim from Context
1050. The fabric is badly discoloured but is probably the same as Young's T-ocal red-
slip ware' idenffied at Chichester (1981, 289) and Chilgrove (1979,196) and by this
author in the AD27O-370 dated assemblage from the Findon ritual shaft (Lyne
forthcoming).

The 14 sherds (82g) of pottery from the fill of Gully 844 draining the feature (Context
845) can only be broadly dated to the period c. AD270-400: it lacks rim and other
diagnostic sherds but includes three fragments from a New Forest purple-colour-coat
indented beaker.

Assemblage I2.Fromthe fills ofPit 1278 (Contexts 1275 and 1277)

The fills of this large pit or quarry nearthewest end of Area C yielded 315 sherds
Q67 g.) ofpottery, whichwere quantified by EVEs:

Fabric Jars Bowls Dishes Beakers Store
iars

()thers Totel o/o

EIdg EVE E\18 E\IE E\18 EVE EVE
4A 0.10 0.10 1.9

1.58 1.58 29.9

6B 1.89 o.24 o.23 0.31 Lid 0.08 2.75 52.0

7 0.0'6 0.06 1 . 1

10 a.t2 o.19 o.3l 5.9

l2 a.fi 0.05 0.05 0.2'l 5 .1

l4 P P P

17c 0.06 0.06 l . l

2l P P P

228 P P P

23 0.01 o.ol 4.2

25 Flagon 0.15 0.15 2.8

Total
3.76

0l.lo/ol
0.64

(l2.lo/o\
0.34

6.4o/o\
0.01

(o.2y,\
0.31

(s.gPA)
4.23

(4.3D/o\
5.29

(100"1") 100.0

Tabte 2.' Quantification by EVEs of Romano-British pottery from Pit 1278

This assemblage has Alice Holt/Farnham ware products making up more than half of
all the material that is present and of forms datable to c. AD200-370. The pottery is
well mixed and lacks the percentage distorting presence of near complete vessels as
was the case in the part-corrtemporary Assemblage 9. Very little needs to be later than
c. AD37O. The Alice Holt/Farnham wares include the following:

41. Cordoned jar of Lyne and Jefferies Type 1.33 (1979) with black slip decoration.
Ext. rim diameter 160 mm. c. AD27O-350. Context 1275.

42. Cordondjar of Type 1.31 with burnished self-slipped bands. Ext. rim diameter
180 mm. c. AD200-300. Context 1275.
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43. Necked liquid storage-jar of Type l1^.l7 with black slip decoration. Ext. rim
diameter ll0 mm. c. AD270-350.

44.Lid of Type 7.6 firedblack. Ext. rim diameter 220 mm.

The Alice Holt material also includes fragments from at least seven everted-rim
cooking-pots decorated with whitelblack slip bands and one Class 3C hook-rimmed
jar. The following vessel is in a coarse-sanded fabric imitating Alice Holt ware:

45. Beaded-and-flanged bowl in coarse grey Fabric 7 with internal white slip. Ext. rim
diameter 180 mm. The Findon ritual shaft contained quantities of vessels in this
coarse imitative Alice Holt fabric as well as vessels imitating Rowlands Castle, BB1,
East Gaulish Samian and Odordshire Parchment Ware forms in association with
some prepared potters' clay. The inference is that some at least of such imitative Alice
Holt vessels were manufactured in the Findon area during the period c. AD270-370.
Contert 1277.

Rowlands Castle wares are the second most important component in the assemblage
QUyA and appear to consist entirely of jars of the period c. AD27O-370 fired to a
lower temperature than earlier products from this source:

46. Everted-rim jar in pale-grey Fabric 5 fired flecky black with the vertical rim-edge
flattenng characteristic of the latest Rowlands Castle ware products. Ext. rim
diameter 160 mm. Context 1277. One of four examples.

47. Everted-rim jar in buFgrey Fabric 5 with rim edge blackening. Ext. rim diameter
200mm. Context1275.

The few other wares include fragments from a late-3rd to eady-4th-century BB1
developed beaded-and-flanged bowl, an Ofordshire Red Colow-coat Dr.38 bowl
copy and a Hampshire Grog-Tempered Ware beaded-and-flanged bowl similar ta
Fig.29.

Post-Roman

There are four possible Early Anglo-Saxon sherds from linear feature 700 in Area D
but this is uncertain: the fragments may be from Atrebatic Overlap vessels of early to
mid l'r- century date.

Ditch 612 and oval feature 640 in the same area produced probable Saxo-Norman
sherds but no rims or other diagnostic fragments.

The ploughsoil sectioned by the various assessment trenches produced a scatter of
medieval sherds from field marling, rangng in date from Sa:<o-Norman to 15th
century.
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The changing pdterns of pottery supply to the site.

c. AD 43-150

Although none of the late-lst and early'Znd-century assemblages from the site are
large enough for accurate quantificatiorq it seems clear that an average of 9OYo or
more of all of the pottery in use on the site consisted of Arun Valley industry sandy
greywares. A percentage as high as this implies very local production and probably
from the nearby Littlehampton kilns (Lovell 2000). There is no evidence for the
manufacture of Hardham and Wiggonholt type finewares at the Littlehampton site and
it is probable that the few sherds in Hardham T,ondon ware' and imitation South
Gaulish Samian Fabrics 4C and 4I and Wiggonholt cream ware Fabric 4H originate in
the Arun Valley kilns north of the South Downs rather than in more local ones. The
remainder of the potfery comes &om a variety of sources and includes Central Gaulish
Whiteware beakeq Alice Holt jar, earb Rowlands Castle, South Gaulish and Central
Gaulish Samian sherds: none of these sources can be said to account for much more
than one per-cent of the pottery being zupplied to the Roundstone Lane site at this
time.

The lack of significant quantities of finewares during this period suggests that the site
was of fairly low status.

c. AD I5A-300

Pottery production at the Littlehampton kilns ended during the mid-2nd century: the
initial effect of this on poffery supply to Roundstone Lane is difficult to determine
because of a lack of significant late-2nd-century sherd assemblages from the site.
During the early-3rd-century, however, Arun Valley industry products appear to have
accounted for a somewhat lower percentage of all the pottery and were probably
zupplied entirely by kilns in the Pulborough area. Much of the pottery in use at
Roundstone Lane now came from the Rowlands Castle kilns west of Chichester and
consisted almost entirely of coarseware cooking-pots.

This expansion of the Rowlands Castle industry marketing area during the early-3rd-
century is particularly noticeable west of the River Arun where most pottery
assemblages of that date have such wares accounting for up-to half of all of the
pottery present (Lyne 1994,88-92).

Another new supplier was the Alice HoltlFarnham industry on the Hampshire/Surrey
border. Small quantities of pottery from these kilns had been traded in the Chicheser
area during the late-l$ century before a decline in the industry that lasted for nearly
100 years. The Alice Holt industry acquired new kiln technolory around AD200 and
steadily expanded its marketing area through the 3rd and 4th centuries: wares were
being marketed in quantity across the whole of Sussex by the end ofthe 3rd-century.

Other longer distance minor suppliers to the site during the 3rd century include the
Wickham Barn kilns near Lewes, the BBI kilns around Poole Harbour and a small
centre of production in the Brighton area imitating BBI wares (Lyne 1994, Industry
2A} Fineware imports of early-3rd-century date are restricted to a single
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Moselkeramik beaker: after c. AD260 small quantities of New Forest colour-coated
beakers are in evidence at Roundstone Lane.

c. AD 300-400
The Roundstone Lane site is rather unusual in that most of the rural sites on the West
Sussex coastal plain such as Angmering vill4 Rustington Bypass @arber 2001), West
Blatchington (Nonis and Burstow 1952) and Sidlesham (Collins et al 1973) show a
termination of or striking fall off in the level of activity during the period c.
AD270/3O0. Roundstone Lane bucks this trend in having more intense activity than
previously during the 4th century.

The bulk of the pottery from the ?quarry Pit 1278 dates mainly to the pefiod c.
4D270-370. The assemblage from the pit suggests that pottery production in rhe Arun
Valley had largely terminated by AD270 and its niche in the market largely taken up
by an ever-expanding Alice HoltlFarnham pottery industry. Wares from this souroe
make up more than half of all of the pottery from the pit (Table 2) urd include jars,
bowls, dishes and storage-jars.

The Rowlands Castle kilns seem to have maintained their share of the Roundstone
Lane market acquired during the previous century: other minor poffery suppliers
include the Hampshire-Grog-tenrpered ware industry of the Hampshire Basin and the
Isle of Wight (6Y) and the BBI kilns around Poole Harbour (5%) The low numbers
of open forms and pitifirl percentage of finewares (17o) suggest that the inhabitants of
the Roundstone Lane site continued to be of low social status during the late Roman
period.

The period after AD370 is represented by the assemblages from Pit 1048 and the
corndryer and suggests further changes in pottery supply. It is unfortunate that the
quantification of Assemblage 9 from the top of the well (Table 1) is heavily distorted
by the presence of most of a jar in Fabric l5B and that the corndryer assemblage is
too small for any sort of meaningfirl analysis: the impression is given that the Alice
HoltlFarnham industry maintained its dominant share of the Roundstone Lane market
and that the Rowlands Castle industry had terminated supply by AD370.

Srnall numbers of horizontally-rilled jars in buff Overwey Fabric 8 had already
appeared on site before AD370 and they are also present in the assemblages from the
top of the well and the Insignificant quantities of Hampshire Grog-
Tempered ware cooking-pots and bowls are also present in both assemblages, as are
similarly small amounts of BBI and Wickham Barn kiln wares. The sherds in the
latter two fabrics are abraded, however, and probably residual.

the significance of vessels in the sand, grog and ironstone tempered Fabrics
15A and l5B is somewhat overstated by the quantification-distorting presence of most
of one cooking-pot in Assemblage 9, they appear to have made their appearance
during late 4th century: the fresh nature of the sherds in these fabrics from both the
top of the well and the corndryer zuggests that they were among the last wares in use
on the site during the early years of the 5th century.

Finewares are restricted to small quantities of Ortrordshire Red Colour-coat and New
Forest Colour-coat bowls and beakers.

5 l
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The Metalwork by Luke Barber @ig.2a)

In*odaction

The excavations produced a relatively small metalwork assemblage: 540 pieceq
weighing a little in excess of 5kg, from 96 separately numbered contexts. With the
exception of a Bronze Age copper alloy awl fragment and two post-medieval pieces
all the metalwork from dated contexts is of the Roman period.

The overall assemblage consists of 525 pieces of iron, 13 pieces of copper alloy and
two pieces of lead. The assemblage is fully characterisedby period in Table l. The
ironwork from the site was heavily corroded and frequently exhibited thick corrosion
products. Despite this, most pieces were diagnostic of basic form without x-ray. A
small selection were less diagnostic and as such 17 iron objects were x-rayed, though
in most cases this did not help in their identification. The copper alloy from the site is
in fair condition as is the lead (only two copper alloy objects were x-rayed).

Excluding hobnails, no large groups of metalwork are present. The largest single
group consists of 38 pieces of ironwork from Context 1049 (Pit l04S) though 37 of
these are nail#nail fragments.

All the metalwork has been fully listed on Metalwork Record Forrns which, along
with the x-ray plates, are housed with the archive. Following listrng the majority of
the ironwork was discarded. A representative sample was retained along with all the
non-ferrous material. The aim of the current report is to outline the nature of the
assemblage and where possible use the metalwork to help refine context dating and
establish site status and function-

Period lron Nails/Nail
frass

Iron
Hobnails

Iron Objects Non-Ferrous Totals

Prehistoric 3 Cu All
(1 context)

3

Clst-C2nd 39
(18 contexts)

26
(2 contexts)

8
(6 contexts)

73

C2nd-C3rd 17
(4 contexts)

2
(2 contexS)

10
(3 contexts)

29

C3rd-C4th 191
(47 contexts)

179
(i3 contexts)

13
(10 contexts)

9 Cu All
(5 contexts)
2Lead

(2 contexts)

394

Post-Roman 1
(1 context)

1
(1 context)

2

Undated 24
(8 contexts)

,
(1 context)

t2
(6 contexts)

I
(l context)

39

Totals 272 209 44 fi 540

I
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faUte Stharlderisation ofmetalwork assemblage showing quantity of different
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categories of material, and number of contexts containing such categories, by period.
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Irornporh

Noils
Nails dominate the ironwork assemblagg though less than l0 complete examples are
present. Only two types were noted. Type I consists of general-purpose nails with
round fla! or low domed heads and square-sectioned shanks (head diameters are
usually between 14 and 23mrry with overall lengths up to 80mm). Type 2 is identical
to Type I but is simply larger, presumably for heavier duty fixings. Head diameters
for these usually range between 23 and 30mrn, with overall lengths in excess of
100mm. Both types appear in Roman contexts of all periods across the site.

Hobnails
The excavations produced a relatively large assemblage of hobnails. Howeveq the
bulk ofthis is accounted for by only three contexts. These produced 186 hobnails out
of the site total of 209. The three notable concentrations were all found in Area C and
it is likely each represents the location of one or two rotted sandals: Context 943
@ost-hole 888) has 25, Context 970 @itch 944) has 87 and Contexr ll55 @itch
1131) has 74. Those from the latter context were still in their original position
suggesting they came from the front of a sandal with a width of 105mm. Hobnail
dimensions are usually as follows: head diameter - 8-l5mr4 head heights 5-9mnq
overall lengths to l8-21mm. As can be seen from Table l, hobnails are found in
Roman contexts of all periods.

Objects
The majority of items under this category consist of undiagnostic pieces with no
discernible form (22 out of a total of 44) or plate/strip fragments (l I out of a total of
4a). The remaining pieces include two badly corroded knife blade fragments (Context
439: Post-medieval Ditch 406 in Area A and Context 1049: Pit 1048 in Area C)
together with a zuspension hook (Gully 848, Fill 849), hooked rod (Context 895), a
possible wedge (Pit 912, Fill 913, dated 3d century) and a split pin from Pit 113S (Fill
I139, dated late 3'd to 4s century).

Three objects are of particular interest. The first is a double-sided wool comb ffig.2a
No. 1. Ditch 878, Fill 879, datedlatezd to 3d century: drawn from x-ray). Similar
examples are known from Worth in Kent and Great Chesterford, Essex Olanning
1985, Types Dl-D3). The other item is a fragment of a possible knife or sicHe @it
1278, Frll 1275, dated 4D century . Fig. 24, No. 2), Although of a similar general form
to known latch-lifters (i.e. Manning 1985, Type Ol) the present example appears to
consist of a rectangular-sectioned straight handleltang which gives way to a flattened
curving blade similar to a sickle. However, the cutting edge of the Angmering
example is on the conve)<, rather than concavq edge. In addition the badly fragmented
and heavily corroded remains of an iron fibula brooch were located in Pot A of
cremation 611. Unfortunately the brooch is too fragmentary for close identification
(only part of the spring is notable), howeveE it appears to be of an early type,
probably ofthe l$ century AD (Hanatt 1989).
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Non-Fenous Malerial

Copper AIIoy

The only pre-Roman metalwork located at the site consists of three fragments from a
round-sectioned (4mm diameter) rod in excess of 70mm long (Area D. Pit 656, Fill
657). Although no features are present and the object is highly corroded it is probably
from a small Bronze Age awl.

The Roman assemblage is dominated by fragmentary pieces of jewellery. These
include the following:
- the badh fragmentary remains from the bow of a simple fibula brooch (Pit 993,

Fill gg4, dated late 4e century). Unfortunately the piece is too fragmentary to
classify by type. However, it is likely to be of ls- to 2d- century date and thus
residual n994.

- part of a rotary ring-key (Pit 993, Fill 994. Fig.24, No. 3). Similar examples are
known from Colchester in the 3'd and 4tr centuries (Crummy 1983, No. 2169).

- finger ring with 'D' sectioned round hoop with thickens slightly for an applied
square bezel on which is incised decoration in the form of a swastika motif (Pit
1048, Fill 1054. Fig. 24, No. 4). Further incised line decoration is on the hoop
either side of the bezel. Internal diameter 20mm. Square bezels of this qpe are
typical ofthe late Roman period @ritish Museum 1964,26, Group F).

- Three fragments from roundloval-sectioned wire bracelets were also recovered
from context 10a9 (well 1049).

- A solid copper alloy acorn-type terminal Q}d was also recovered from the same
deposit (Fi9.24, No. 5).

One other item of note was located: an iron lynch pin with decorative copper alloy
head (Fig. 24, No. 6). The iron shaft spays out to become a crescent-head. Welded
onto the front of this head" and in the same form as it, if thicker, is a copper alloy
crescent-head with incised line decoration and a raised fixing. This type is well known
of in Roman Britain and equates with Manning's Type lb with turned over loop on
the head (Manning 1985, 74). It is interesting to note that the examples listed by
Manning are all or iron, suggesting the Angmering example may be from a wheeled
vehicle of higher status.

Lead

Two pieces of lead were located both from late 3d- to 4e- century contexts. The first
consists of a waste piece (10g) from Gully 1005 (Fill 955) while the second consists
of a 32mm drameter cylindrical spindle whorl Oa6g) with asymmetrical sloping upper
surface @itch 932, Frll933. Fig. 24, No. 7). Despite its apparent asymmetry the
whorl does not glnate excessively when spun.

Discussion

Due to the paucrty of objects in the assemblage little can be said regarding the
activities carried out at the site. Nails and hobnails can be expected at any Romano-
British site and add little to overall interpretations unless present in large quantities
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and/or specific concentrations. Neither apply to the current site. The few identifiable
objects are slightly more interesting. The presence of the wool comb and spindle
whorl are good evidence that pastoralism and cloth production formed a part of the
economy ofthe site.

The site appears to be that of a peasant agricultural settlement though of enough
standing for its occupants to be wearing jewellery albeit of rather basic types. The
lynch pin may be from a more prestigious wheeled vehicle though it is quite possible
this was passing through the settlement rather than actually belonging to it.

The Metallurgical Remains by Luke Barber

The excavations produced a small quantity of slag: 59 pieceq weighing a little over
l.2kg from 20 different contexts. The assemblage is characterised in Table 4. With the
exception of three post-Roman contexts all the material is ofRoman date.

Table 4: Characterisation of slag assemblage from site by period and type

A number of different categories of slag are present, not all of which were necessarily
generated from metal-working. The clinker from the site is unsurprisingly from post-
Roman @ntexts. The fuel ash slag could have been generated from any high
temperature process, including ovens and kilns. This material is present throughout
the Roman period. Evidence of metalworking is confined to the very low quantities of
iron slag at the site. The presence of at least one heartlr/furnace is attested by the
presence of four pieces of hearth lining with adhering slag. A reasonable proportion of
the iron slag appears to be from secondary working/smithing. This is confirmed by the
presence of two probable forge bottoms. One is from Context 943, slot 3 (Cut No.
888), dated to the 2n to 3d centuries. This oval shaped example is small and
incomplete (150grams) and measures approximately 63 by 50mm. The other example
is slightly larger, 60 by 72mm tr,rrth a thickness of 28mm and weighing
236grams (Layer 956).

No definite smelting slag is present and it is probable that the undiagnostic pieces of
iron slag on site also relate to smithing. Low levels of iron smithing slag, from the
reworking and repair of objects is quite mrnmon on most Roman sites.

Panly due to the small quantity involved there are no particular concentrations of slag
across the site. However, the material is largely confined to the cluster of pits and
ditches to the east of enclosure Ditch ll89 and west of trackway Ditch 9M andlwel
wittr/to the south of Feature 934. The only Roman slag that falls outside this area is
actually in Feature 934 to the east and in Pit 1048, to the west. This scatteq which

Periods CIinker FXelAsh Hearth
Lininr

Imn
(smithins)

Iron
(undiaonrxtic)

Totals

Clst{2nd 5f729 3154s 6/l lOe 14/236s
C2nd-C3rd 4/34s 3/150s 7n84s
C3rd-C4th 7IZAq U8e 81362s llll9ls 27/581e

Post-Roman &fi2s U6s. ll164p IA/242e
Undated Ll4Os U4As

Totals 8/72s 17/132e 4/62s 12/552s 1U465p 59/1.283s
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includes all types of Roman slag suggests this are4 or slightly to the south of it, was
the area in which some smithing took place.

The Roman Coins byDavid Rudling

fntroduction

Five Roman coins were recovered during the excavations. Although their periods of
issue span the late Znd to mid. 4th century, the very small size of this assemblage
makes further discussion difEcult. All the coins are fully described below.

The Cotalogae

Probably Commodug AD 177-192. Ae sestertius (29mm diameter). Very worrq and
a typical late sub-circular flan. This coin could have been lost as late as the mid-3rd
century.
Obverse: Legends missing, laureate head right.
Reverse: Legends missing ?Apollo, standing front, head right, ?holding plectrum
downwards in right hand and lyre on column in left hand.
Reference: Type possibly as RIC 578 etc.
Special Find 5. Context 1095.

Julia Maes4 grandmother of Elagabalus and Severus Alexander. Issued under
Elagabalus (AD 218-222). Large fragment of a silver denarius. Rome.
Obverse. IWIA MAIESA AVG], draped bust right.
Reverse: PIET-IAS AVG], Pietas standing left, raising right hand over lighted altar.
Reference: As RIC 263.
Special Find 10: Context 933.

Commemorative Issue: Urbs Roma. Ae 16mm. AD 332. Lyons.
Obverse: VRBS ROMA' helmeted bust left, wearing imperial cloak.
Reverse: She-wolf standing left, zucHing twins; above, two stars; in exergue: serial
mark - horizontal crescent containing a dot, PLG
Reference: RIC 257.
Special Find l1: Context 1049, Quadrant A.

Magnentius, AD 350-353. Large fragment of an Ae coin (17+mm). AD 351.
Obverse: Legends missing, bareheaded bust right.
Reverse: IFELICffAS REIVBLICAE], emperor standing left, holding Victory on
globe i" right hand and standard in left hand.
Reference: Type as RIC (Trier) 264.
Special Find 14: Context 1049, Quadrant A

Constantius II, AD 337-361. l-arge fragment of an Ae coin (21+mm). AD 352.

Obverse: IDN CONSTA]I-TIVS P F AVG], pearl diademed and draped bust right.
Reverse: [SALVS AVGNOSTRI], Chi-Rho, flanked by alpha and omega.
Reference: Type as: RIC (Trier) 332;CK(Carson and Kent 1972,46),67.
Special Find 3, Area C, Context 802.
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The Ceramic Building Material by Luke Barber

The excavations at the site produced a small assemblage of ceramic building material:
some 466 pieces, weighing just over 46kg from 88 individually numbered contexts.
The majority of the assemblage is from Area C. The assemblage is virtuatly
exclusively composed of Romano-British tile, with only a few examples of post-
medieval brick and peg tile being located across the site. The whole assemblage has
been recorded and quantified by type and fabric on Tile Record Forms, which are
housed with the archive. No further consideration of the post-Roman assemblage is
given here. After recording the majority of the assemblage was discarded. The aim of
the current report is to briefly outline the size and nature of the excavated Roman
assemblage with a view to establishing the nature of tile usage at the site.

The Roman material is in variable condition, Although some large pieces are present
most fragments range from the small (i.e. 40-60mm across) to medium (60-100mm
across) size ranges. Most show some signs of abrasion and attack from the acidic
subsoil. However, a few larger less abraded pieces are also present. The tile was
divided into six fabric groups based on a visual examination of texture and inclusions.
A sample of each fabric has been retained with the archive. Fabrics can be
summarized thus:

Fabric I -Moderate medium-comse quartz sand (ofienwhite/millry grains).
A common fabric uzually used for floor tiles. Present in all periods.

Fabric 2 * Fine powderyfabricwith sparse grog pellets to 4mm. Underside
sonded/gritted.
A distinctive but rarer fabric only found in later contexts.

Fabric 3 - Sparse fne to medium sand, with occasional iron oride pellets to 3mm.
A common fabric used for all types in all periods.

Fabric 4 -Abundantfirrc to medium sandwith occasionsl iron oxide pellets to imm.
GraruIar texture-

Rare fabric only noted in an imbrex in a later period context.

Fabric 5 - Hardfiredfine sandwith numerouswhite clay swirls ond iron oxide
pellets to 6mm.

Rare fabric only noted in floor tiles in the later period.

Fabric 6 - Ahmdont medium sand (grarrular texnre) with large off-whrte clay pellet
inclusions to l2mm-

A very distinct fabric only noted in association with tegula, but more commonly
imbrex tile' in the later period.

The tile assemblage from dated Roman contexts (i.e. those containing enough pottery
to provide a date to the nearest 150 years) is characterized in Table 5 below.
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Table 5: Characterization of Roman tile from dated contexts by type, period and
fabric.

The l$- to 2n- century assemblage, collected from 12 different contexts, contains
only low quantities of tegula, imbrex and flat/floor tile, always in Fabrics I and 3. Too
little material is present for any distribution analysis and no large groups
are present (the largest being from Pit 1009, Fill 1010, which consisted of 2l pieces
weighing 3.2kg).

The 3d- to 4ft- century assemblage is much larger than that of the earlier period
though is still generally small for a Romano-British site. Again the assemblage is
dominated by flat/floor, tegula and imbrex tile. There are only three pieces of
probable box flue tile (all heavily abraded) and a single piece of tegulamammatawas
noted in Context 1275. As with the earlier period the small size of many of the pieces
does not allow them to be classified to type.

No particularly large groups are present: the largest including Context 1035 (shallow
depression 1034, Area C) and Context 1064 (Corn dryer, Area C). The former context
contained 44 pieces (seven tegul4 seven floor and 30 uncertain) weighing c. 3kg
while the latter contained 35 QA imbre4 three tegul4 two floor and l0 uncertain)
weighing c. 3.9kg. Seven of the imbrex tiles from 1064 are from the same tile.

A rapid appraisal of the distribution of the tile across Area C shows it to be spread
across a wide area with no obvious zonation apparent. Howeveq there is an obvious
concentration of tile associated with the corn dryer 1063. Fills associated with this
feature included 1064 (see above) and 1156 (containing five imbrex, three floor and
six uncertain weighing c. 3.3kg). As such it is likely that the tile had been used during
the construction ofthe corn dryer's super-structure and/or internal divisions.

The relatively small size of the tile assemblage strongly zuggests the buildings were
likely to have been roofed with either thatctr, reeds or wooden shingles rather than
tile. The fact that a lot of the tile is flat/floor tile would tend to back up this
observation. The tile is likely to have been brought to the site, probably scavenged or
robbed from elsewhere, to help build other smaller structures zuch as ovens and the
corn dryer etc. The presence of a little box flue tile would strongly zupport the
suggestion that material was being brought to the site from a nearby building of some
consequence. The source of the tile was probably the villa at Angmering, which may
have been used as a sourre for such material when the villa fell into dis-use. This may
account for the increase in the amount of re-used tile on the site during the later
Roman period.

Period Tecula Imbrex Flat/Floor Box Flue Other Uncertain
Clst - C2nd
(12 contexts)

5
Fab,ric I - x4
Fabric 3 - xl

J

Fab'ric 3 - x3

9
Fabric I - x9

45
Inc. Fabric I

C3rd - C4th
(53 contexts)

2A
Fabric I -x9

Fabnic 2 - 13
Fabric 3 - x6
Fabric 6-d

38
Fabric 3 - lo0
Fabric 4 - xl
Fabric 6 - x17

48
Fabric I - lc35
Fabric 2 - x3
Fabric 3 - S
Fabric 5 - xl

a
J

Faffic2-fl

Fabric 3 - xl

Tegula
mammata 1
Fabric I - xl

221
Inc. Fabrics l-4
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The Burnt Clay by Samantha Crawt (Fig 25)

Introduction

The excavations at the site produced 1,880 pieces of burnt clay from l16 individually
numbered @ntexts, weighing approximately 25.5kg (see Table 6). The assemblage
was extracted from a wide range of features including post-holes, pits, ditches and
gullies. The majority of the assemblage is comprised of undiagnostic pieces, ranging
in size from small (<20mm) to medium (20-50mm). The fragments came from
features rangng in date from the Middle Brorue Age to the 3-4e centuries AD. Three
fragments from one context were dated to the medieval period. The largest
concentration of burnt clay was found in the 3'd to 4ff centuries AD features. The
assemblage also contains two probable loom-weight fragments weighing 42g and one
possible fragment of hearth lining. A reasonable quantity of daub totalling 166
fragments weighing 3,484kgwas also identified in three contexts.

The aim of the report will be to characterise the type of fired clay on the site and
distinguish between objeas or parts of objects and irregular, undiagpostic pieces. By
doing so it may be possible to identi& any distribution patterns and 'craft' or
domestic activities. All the material has been fi.rlly quantified by type, number, weight
and context on detailed archive record sheets, which include sketches and
measurements. The main fired clay assemblage is summarised in table I below.

Resul*

The burnt clay from the assemblage predominantly consists of nahral Brickearth,
although some fragments have filler deliberately added. The pieces vary in colour
ftom dull orange to brown/black.

Below is a summary table of the burnt clay assemblagg which lists the pieces by Epe
and period.

MBA LBAIEIA R-B. c. l-2* R-8. c. 34"' MED. Undated Totals

Undiagnostic 102i500g

(2 cons.)

81429

(2 cons.)

28814,857g

(29 cons.)

lt06,l
14,651g
(64 cons.)

3/r8g

(l con )

2A4l
1,8329
(18 cons.)

l,7lll
2l,9009
(l16 cons.)

Darft 45195Ag
(l con)

651834g
(l con.)

56/1,7009
(1con.)

16l
3,4849
f3 oons.)

Inom-weights 2lr73g
(2 cons.)

21429
(2 cons.)

Hsarth lining ll4g
(l con.)

ll49
(l con.)

Totals lo2l500g

(2 aons.)

5319929

(3 cons.)

28814,857g

(29 cons.)

rr73l
15,527g
(67 cons.)

3118g

(l con.)

26tl
35369
(20 cons.)

Table 6: Burnt Clay- Summary



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
t
I
I
I
I
I

MBA: Mddle Bronze Age LBAIEIA = Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age R-B = Romano'British
Med: Medieval oons- : contexts

Middle Bronze Age

The site produced 102 fragments of undia€nostic burnt clay weighing 5009 from two
contexts (667 and 740) see Table 6 above.

Late Bronze Age,(Early lron Age

Two contexts produced eight undiagnostic fragments weighing 42g (Contexts237 and
657). Context 723 produced 45 pieces of clay weighing 9509 which is probably daub.
A good proportion of these fragments had wattle impressions rangng from 7-20mm
in diameter.

f-/d cenhtries AD

There is a considerably larger concentration of burnt clay from this period in
comparison to the two which have already been discussed. However, the 288
fragments recovered are all irregular, undiagnostic pieces weighing a total of 4,857kg.
The clay was obtained from a range of features including pits, gullies and post-holes
(contexts include 855, 909, 950, 1024 and 1184). No obvious pattern of distribution
was identified.

fd-4h centuries AD

The features dated to this period produced, by far the largest and most diverse range
of burnt clay from the site. A total of 1,173 pieces of clay weiglring l5,52Tkg were
extracted from 67 contexts. There were 1,106 undiagnostic pieces weighing 14,651k9.
65 pieces of fired clay that can probably be identified as daub were fourtd in Context
1L37, Cut 1063 (the corn d.yed weighing 8349. These fragments are interesting
because they may represent evidence of the zuperstructure. Two loom-weight
fragments were found in Contexts 1109 and 1A67, both associated with the corn dryer.
The fragment from Context ll09 weiglrs2Sg and is chalktempered (Fig.25). The
second loom-weight fragment weighs 1459. A large concentration of fired clay
appears to be associated with the corn dryer, some 347 pieces weighing 3,197k9.
However, there is no other obvious distribution pattern that can be identified on the
site relating to this period.

Conclusion

The most interesting period in terms of the fired clay assemblage retrieved from the
site is the 3'd to 4ft centuries AD, in particular the contexts associated with the corn
dryer. This period on the site has produced the biggest quantity of fired clay fragments
as well as some objects. Apart from the concentration associated with the corn dryer,
1063, there is no obvious distribution patterns apparent in any of the periods.
Furthermorq the majority of the assemblage is comprised of irregular undiagnostic
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fragments which cannot reliably be attributed to a singular activity. The presence of
loom-weights however, does suggest cloth making could have taken place on the site.

The Flint by Chris Butler

Introfutction

The assemblage comprises a total of 1,217 pieces of worked flint, which are
summarised in Table 7.

Hard hammer-struck fl akes
Soft hammer-sfiuck flaket
Ilard hammer-struck blades
Soft hammer*truck blades
Sorft hammer-struck bladelets
Bladelet fragments
Aure thinningflake
Chips
Fragments
Shaftered pieces
Chunks
Core rejrwenation flake
Crested blade

One platrormflake co'res
Two platform flake cores
Three platform flake core
Discoidal core

End scrapers
Side scraper
Hollow sffuper
End/side sd:rpers
Button scralrer

Backed knfurcs
Piercer
Notched flakes
Misc- retouchedpieces
I€af shaped arrowhead
Polished chisel
Flaked axe fragment
Chopper
C.ore reused as hammerstone
Hammerstones

Total
Table 7: The flint

1,217
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The assemblage was sorted by context, with each piece being examined by eye and,
where necessary, with the aid of a magnifying glass to establish its classificatiorg
technological features and the extent of any modification. A full list of the assemblage
is held in the archive, together with a sunrmary on an Excel database.

The assemblage generally appears in fresh condition. There is liule evidence of pieces
having been damaged by being rolled, ploughed or moved since their deposition. This
means that those pieces from excavated features are likely to have been deposited
there shortly after being struck or manufactured. Pieces from earlier periods of
prehistory (Mesolithic and Neolithic) do appear to be residual, and are likely to have
been on the ground surface until they were incorporated into later features, although
these too exhibit liule evidence of damage. Some pieceg including a scraper, have
been burnt after manufacture-

Raw Materiol

The raw material comprises five types of flint, and are listed in order of their relative
occu(Tence:

a) A grey specHed flint with buff to light brown cortoq possibly derived from
local gravels;

b) A black flint with buffto light brown cortex, from local gravel or clay-with-
flints deposits;

c) A grey flint with grey to brown coloured rough corte4 derived from beach
pebbles;

d) A light blue-grey or grey patinated flint with a creamy coloured corterg
probably from a downland sourre;

e) An orange to yellow-buff patinated flint from a gravel source (one example
only).

All of the raw material types can be found in the immediate vicinity, or within a few
kilometres of the site. It is clear from the flintwork found at Angmering that flint
types b) and d), which are derived from downland sources and comprise a better
quality flint for knapping purposes, appear to have been the preferred flint types used
during the Mesolithic and Neolithic. During the Bronze Age less care was taken in
selecting raw materials for knapping, and we can see that flint of varying, and
generally poorer, quality was being collected from more local beach and gravel
deposits.

The Debitage

The majority of the assemblage (61%) comprises hard hammer-struck debitage,
predominantly flakes, together with large numbers of fragments (15% of the
assemblage) and shattered pieces (6.5% of the assemblage). There are few chips or
other small pieces, which may be a rezult of the retrieval techniques used. The hard
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hammer-struck debitage contains many mis-hit pieces and hinge fractures, which
together with the fragments and shattered pieces would suggest a knapping strategy
that involves little care or control over the size and shape of the flakes being removed
from the cores.

Of the 26 cores recovered only one has evidence of platform preparation. The
remainder are fairly rough single or multiple platform flake cores, with no real
evidence of a methodical knapping stratery having been employed. A number of the
cores have been reduced to a small size, but this is likely to be a result of the small
size of the raw material being used rather than the knapping strategy employed.

Soft hammer-struck flakes, blades and bladelets make up a much smaller part of the
assemblage, and many of thesg together with a few of the hard hammer-struck flakes
have evidence of platform preparation on their dorsal side. Those pieces exhibiting
platform preparatiorg soft hammer percussion or which are bladelets make up less
than 4yo of the assemblagg and indicate Mesolithic activity. Other soft hammer-
struck flakes and blades are typical of earlier Neolithic pieces. Together the flintwork
from these earlier phases of aaivity makes up some 6%a of the assemblage, which
appears to be entirely residual.

A total of 28 flakeq blades and fragments have been retouchd Q.5% of the debitage).
The extent of the retouch varies with each piece, and it is likely that a number of these
were utilised as implements.

Implcments

The implements comprise some 6Yo of the assemblagg with retouched debtage
making up afarther 2o/o.

End scrapers are the most common tlpe of implement found, and come in a variety of
shapes and sizes, including some manufactured on broad flakes and some with crude
retouch around the distal end of the flake. One larger end scraper manufactured on
downland flint, and with careful retouch around its distd end, is likely to be Neolithic
Sig. 26, No. l), whilst a button scraper (Fig. 26, No. 2) and a few more carefully
retouched scrapers fit a Later Neolithiciearly Bronze Age date.

A single scraper carefully manufactured on a hard hammer-struck flake with invasive
retouclr, executed with a soft hammer, around its distal end (Fig 26, No. 3) was found
in Ditch 545. This piece has been carefully made, and there is no evidence of it having
been utilised. Its invasive retouch is unuzual, as this gives the piece a cutting edgg
and although it is the shape of an end scraper, it would have been unsuited to a
scraping task. The care with which it has been made, its lack of use and its location in
a ditch suggests that it may have been a ritual deposition.

There are other similar depositions of well-made scrapers in Bronze Age contexts
(e-g. Butler 1991, 16). A second broken scraper and two hard hammer-struck flakes
also came from this context.
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Other implements include a number of typical Neolithic qrpes, including a leaf-shaped
arrowhead $ig.26, No. 4), a flaked a:re fragment, a polished (and subsequently re-
flaked) chisel (Fig.26,No. 5), and some backed knives @ig. 26, Nos 6, 7 and 8).

If these Neolithic implements are removed from the equatiorq then the remaining
implements are a restricted range of scrapers (e.g. Fig. 27, Nos 9, 10, 1l and l2),
piercers and notched pieces (Fig 27, Nos 13 and l4), all manufactured on hard
hammer-struck flakes. This assemblage would be typical of the restricted range of
flint implement types found on a later Bronze Age site.

Flintworh from Excmralcd Cont*s

Apart from the unusual and possibly ritual deposition of a scraper in Ditch 545, there
are a number of other contexts that produced small groups of flintwork:

The fill (Context 59) of Ditch terminal 58 produced a small number of pieces of hard
hammer-struck flakes, which may all be from the same knapping episode. However, it
was not possible to refit any of them. Context 227, which was the fiIl of Ditch 226,
contained a small assemblage of flintwork, including a residual Mesolithic bladelet.
Within this a group of three hard hammer-struck flakes may have come from the same
beach pebble, although agaq none could be refitted.

Context 514, which is the fill of 513, contained some 22 pieces of worked flint,
mostly hard hammer-struck flakes, two of which were retouched. Three well-worked
ssrapers also came from this fill.

Contexts 556 & 557 produced an assemblage of some 60 pieces of worked flint,
mostly comprising rather crude hard hammer-struck flakes and fragments from one or
more flint krapping episodes. A core and some of the flakes are beach pebble flint.
Apart from a few residual eadier pieces this assemblage would frt aLater Bronze Age
date.

Context 956 produced two similar notched flakes and an end scraper, together with a
core rejuvenation flake and crested blade; the only two examples of core rejuvenation
found during the excavations.

Pit 1207 produced an interesting assemblage of soft hammer-struck flintworh
including two blades, three bladelets with prepared platforms one of which was
retouched along one edge and three flakes. This feature may well represent Mesolithic
or Early Neolithic activity.

Discussion

Mesolithic astrwty is evidenced by the residual pieces found across the sitg with no
particular concentration in any area. All of the pieces are debitagg with no
implements being recovered, and probably represents the occasional manufacture and
repair of hunting equipment by hunter-gatherer groups moving through the area.
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In the Neolithic there is more evidence of activity represented by the implements
found. Again there is no apparent concentration of material on any part of the sitg and
the pieces are therefore likely to be residual. Most of the implements (arrowhead,
scraper and knives) could be associated with continued hunting activities in the earlier
Neolithic, but the flaked rure and polished chisel suggest other non-hunting activities
in the area.

Elsewhere on the Coastal Plain similar assernblages of Mesolithic and Neolithic
flintwork have been recovered @utler 1999).

The majority of the flintwork recovered can be dated to the Bronze Age due to the
predominantly hard hammer-struck debitage, numerous mis-hits, the selection of poor
quality flint and a limited range of implement types. There is no apparent
concentration of flintwork io aoy area or featurg except as indicated above. The
mixhrre of debitage and implements shows that the initial knapping of flint noduleg
the manufacture of implements, and the use and subsequent discarding of implements
was taking place at the site.

This fits in with evidence from elsewherg which shows that during the Bronze Age,
there was little curation of flint @utler 1996,231). When a flint implement was
needed, a suitably sized nodule or pebble was picked up and flakes removed with a
hard hammer (another flint nodule or pebble perhaps picked up at the same time) until
a zuitably sized flake came off that could be used to make the required implement-
The remains of the nodule/pebble and any flakes (and the fragments, chips and
shattered pieces that would have been produced at the same time) would then be
discarded, as would the hammerstone. The implement would be utilised for the task in
hand, and then it too would be discarded.

This type of activity would explain the dispersal of cores, flakes and other debitagg
together with the implements, in small numbers across the sitg and would perhaps be
typically associated with farming and other activities around a settlement, possibly in
the associated fields. Within a settlemen! the disposal and activity areas are likely to
be more controlled, which would result in concentrations of debitage, close to flint
manufacturing areas. There would perhaps be slightly more curation within a
settlement are4 leading to higher concentrations of implements disposed of close to
their place of use (Underwood,2$A2a 2002b).

The Bumt Flint by Neil Grifin

The evaluations and excavations at Roundstone Lang produced a total of
5,984 pieces, weighing c. 167.5 kg from 259 individually numbered contexts. The
assemblage was extracted from a wide range of features including post-holes" pitg
wells ditches and gullies. Burnt flint was recovered from features spanning a broad
date range from the Middle Bronze Age to the post-medieval period and was
widespread ircross the whole development site.

By far the largest assemblage was collected from the ten c. lm wide slots excavated
across LBA/EIA Gully 414 gfi 415) where 7,226 pieces weighing in excess of 63
kg representing nearly 38% of the total weight from the site, was recovered. However
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this represents only a relatively small part of the total quantity actually within this
feature as only approximately one quarter of its visible length was excavated. Other
notable concentrations (i.e. >c.2.5kg) were found in Contexts 409,427 (Area A), 514
(Area B), 6 I 5, 627, 657, 7 01, 77 4 (Area D), 967 and I I 36 (Area C).

Burnt flint is generally regarded as the waste product of cooking (so called "pot
boilers"), but other uses have been suggested such as for saunas (Barfield and Hodder
I9S7) and bathing (O'Drisceoil 1988). The large quantities of burnt flint within Gully
414 may indicate that such activity was taking place, and may indicate the presence
nearby of a 'burnt mound'. Such burnt flint concentrations are not cofirmon on the
Coastal Plai4 but are increasing in number as fieldwork (generally fieldwalking)
identifies potential sites, such as at Bilshanr, Ferring and Sompting (Dunkin 2000, 63,
69 and 75). An excavated example at Patching c. 1.5km north-east of the site being
the nearest known (Stevens 1997).

The Geologicat Material by Luke Barber (incorporating comments by Bernard
Worssam) (Fig. 28)

Introdnction

The various phases of fieldwork at the site produced a relatively large assemblage of
geological material: 427 pieces of stone (other than worked and fire-cracked flint),
weighing a little under 162kg from 96 individually numbered contexts. All this
material has been fully quantified by stone type and context on Geological Record
Forms which are housed with the archive. The material was located in prehistoric,
Romano-Britisb medieval and post-medieval contexts though by far the rnajority was
from the Romano-British period (319 pieces, weighing just under 136kg from 63
individual contexts). The main aim of the analysis was to establish the range of stone
types exploited by the sitg the reason why tle stone was exploited if discerniblq and
to see if the sources of exploitation changed through time. The assemblage has been
fully characterised by period in Table 8.

The Stone Types

In all 27 stone types were identified from the site. However, a number of these are
simply variants of the same general type and probably simply reflect different
outcropg or indeed variation within one single outcrop, of the same geological rock
type. A full list, with descriptions, of all the stone types is housed in the archive. For
the purposes of the current report they are combined together into their related groups
and are briefly outlined below. As will be seen, the majority of the stone would have
been available either locally or regionally. Very little material can be classified as
being the result of long distance trade from outside the region.

Ferntgenou s sttdstone s : Terti ary

Six variants of this group are present from the site. All are brown to purple iron-rich
sandstones of varying coarseness and sometimes with much larger flint pebble or
quartz inclusions. These are almost certainly derived from Tertiary deposits and were
probably available, albeit in secondary geological contexts, on or close to the site.
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They occur in virtually all periods. The stone is not suitable for iron smelting and as
such it is probable that the majority at the site has derived through natural, or
unintentional human, processes. One probable rotary quern fragment in a well-
cemented variant is present indicating some of the stone in this group could be put to
use.

Bognor Rock: London Clcy (Tertiary)

This medium grained yellow brown calcareous sandstone is frequently filled with
large fossil shells and is well known from the Bognor Regs area @arber 1994). Only
three unworked pieceq all from 3'd- to 4tr- cenfury Roman contexts, are present from
the site. It is possible this material travelled from the west as ship's ballast, a curiosity
or naturally through Longshore Drift.

Sarsen sandstone

Only one piece of this zugary medium-coarse grained quartzitic sandstone was
located. A source on the South Downs is likely though the piece could have got onto
the Coastal Plain through geological reworking.

Chalk

A small scattering of middle/upper chalk is present in the assemblage. Most is water-
rounded suggesting it has been reworked. As such it may have been available closer to
the site than the chalk downland. It occurs in small amounts in prehistoric and Roman
contexts.

Flint pebbles/cobbles

Although there were numerous downland flint nodules at the site (i.e. those used to
construct the corn dryer), due to their quantity they were not collected on site.
Howeveq flints which had been rounded by water-action were collected. These would
have been available from the beach and in localised fluvial deposits of the Coastal
Plain. Most examples however, appear to be from the beach. Although the flint
pebbles appear in both prehistoric and Roman contexts those in the former are much
smaller and more perfectly round suggesting they were selected for sling shot. Those
from Roman contexts are much larger, and more ireegular, cobbles.

Upp"r Greensand

Two variants of this group are present. One is the typical finely glauconitic, fine
grained calcareous sandstone (malmstone) while the other is similar but notably
harder. This material was readily available just to the north of the South Downs and
was frequently used as building stone in the area of its outcrop, an example being the
villa at Bignor. Only four pieces are present in the current assemblage, three of which
are from Roman contexts.

Glauconitic sandstone : Lower Greensand
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Three variant types of this group are present in the assemblage. All are from the
Hythe formation and two at least are probably from the Lodsworth area @eacock
1987). Lodsworth stone is widely distributed across the south and Angmering falls
very much within the densest distribution of the stone. At the current site this stone
goup is present in prehistoric and Romano-British contexts though is by far more
notable in the latter. Although most pieces are small and have no diagnostic features a
number of pieces are from querns. As such it is probable that all of the glauconitic
sandstones of the Lower Greensand were brought to the site as querns.

Bedded sandstone: Lrmer Greensand

Two variant types of this group are present They consist of yellodbrown/purple
laminated non calcareous medium grained sandstones. It is likely these are of the
Hythe formation of the Lower Greensand. Similar material is present as roofing slates
at Bignor (Barber in prep.) though no diagnostic pieces are present in the current
assemblage. All from the current site is from Roman or later contexts.

Chert and Quortzite W: ?Lower Greensand

Three variants of this group are present from the site though their exact origin is
uncertain. One variant is a medium gained chert-cemented sandstone almost certainly
from the Hythe formation of the Lower Greensand. However, the other two variants
consist of very hard fine-medium grained non calcareous quartzitic sandstones/
quartzites with very rare ?glauconite flecks. It is possible these are from the Hythe
formation of the Lower Greensand however, the fact all are water-worn suggests they
may have been collected from the beach. Similar material was noted at Bognor Regis
Community College in Roman contexts @arber 1998). Although ideal for whetsones
no pieces with use-wear were located, though this is probably due to the hard nature
ofthe stone. The material appears in prehistoric and Roman contexts.

Puddingstone

Conglomerate consisting of flint pebbles in a fine grained light grey Sarsen matrix.
Reading Beds in Hertfordshire. Ooly one piece of this rock was located on the site. It
came from a Romano-British quern (see below).

Cool

Only two small fragments were located: one in a post-medieval context and one in a
Roman context. Although coal was used in the Roman period, the current piece is
probably intrusive.

ShaIe
The two pieces of this Jurassic black laminar shaly mudstone from the Kimmeridge
area of Dorset are both from a post-medieval context though they could represent
residual Roman material-

Granite

68



l
I
T
t
I
I
I
I
I
T
t
t
I
t
t
I
I
t
I
I
I

Only two small pieces of water-worn granite were located from the site. Both are
likely to be from the south-west though only one is in a dated Roman context.

Isva

Two variants of this rock type are present but both consist of dark grey fine to
medium grained dense/heavy lava. The source is probably Germany and it is likely all
pieces were brought to the site during the later Roman period for use as querns or
millstones (see below).

Unlmown

Two variants of this group are present. Both are very fine grained non calcareous
sandstones. One variant is mid to dark grey while the other is slightly more siliceous
and is clearly banded. All examples of this stone group are in the forrn of water-worn
pebbles indicating they were collected from a beach. Whether they could have been
collected on the nearest beach to Angmering, or have come from a beach further
afield is uncertain. Although they appear in Roman contexts their function, if any
remains uncertain-

StoneType Prehistodc
(f3 coiltexts)

Clst AI)
(4 codeds)

C2ndAI)
(12 cor$e*s)

Clrd-
c4rhAn

(43 conte$s)

'Roman'

(4 corilexts)
Medieval
(l 6nte)d)

Post-
medieval

f4 sntexticl

Un
I)den

(13 code)cs)

TotBls

Fernrgeno
us Sagl

611,9329 3t249 41252g 24n3,2229 3/4O4g lng 6/1,844c qlll7,6txJE

Bognor
Roch

3t\446s strffie

Scrsen l/124s ',ll24e
Clnlk 3/l-492p 4/218q; 6110.5l0s 2/l0s. l5/r1S30s
Ffu 58/4B3ag 6ll,O32g 9/1,050g ,t/3,5009 l/10g 78fiO53oe

Upp.r
Greersdd

3/18,6009 Ll4Og 414,il0g

Glaucodtic
Sssf
Lwer
C.f,sd

411,3689 6/2,lffis lsls,8559 182t52,1309 5B,4s6g 6/9,7969 2ta
80,76sg

Bedded
Ss$
Lorer
ersd

Lf769 17l934g 1/2g 5l1269 414149 2A\5SZg

Ctert/
amrtzlte
Lower
Grsd

Ul169 A2Mg 5t5,1369 l17'269 et6lt48

Pudding
stono

t/3,frDg il3,Omg

Coot ll6s Ure 2nc
ShIe 2/64e U64c.
Granite U50e ll472p ?J522q-
I-avr 17E222e ll2l6s, r2x&.{38e
Unhwn
Sosf

t/148g 41366.9 V514g

Totab T2E,/l/16' 9f2,1t49 34ft)rrg zCIl
l2l.M2e

et4'58rg. lDe 15f,1,703g 2on2J92e 4271
161.696s

Table 8: Geological Material: Characterisation of assemblage
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The hehistoric Assemblage

The geological material from this period is combined due to the relatively small
quantities involved and the limited range of stone 6rpes represented. There does not
appear to be any notable differences between the assemblages from Middle Bronze
Age or Late Bronze Age/ Early kon Age contexts and if there werg the small size of
the current assemblage precludes the meaningful identification in a change of
exploitation of the natural resource.

The majority of prehistoric stone consists of well rounded flint beach pebbles
averaging between 7O and 90g in weight each. A notable concentration of these
pebbles was present in Area D, Pit 614. Two fills within this pit produced 12 and37
flint pebbles (Contexts 767 and, 768 respectively). The generally uniform size and
ellipticaVspherical nature of these flint pebbles suggests they had been specifically
selected from the beach for use as sling stones. These range in size from2}gto 2l4g
but the vast majority fall between 50 and 90 grams. The mean weight of the pebbles
from these contexts is 80.6 grams.

Very few quernstones were identified in the prehistoric assemblage (Table 9). These
consist of a single grain rubber/saddle quern fragment from the 2oo evaluation (Trench
4, Context 2) and a probably intrusive piece of Roman rotary quern n Context 657.
The fragment of Lower Greensand/ quarzite (Pit 656, Fill 657) has particularly
smooth surfaces on two opposed sides and is likely to have been utilised as a
polishing or sharpening stone.

The Ro manuBritish Assemblage

This assemblage is considerably larger than the prehistoric one and consists of a
number of different contexts well dated by ceramics. As such the material has been
sub-divided into closer period groups as summarised in Table 8.

The ls- century assemblage is very small and comes from only four diferent contexts.
With the exception of a little, probably naturally occurring femrgenous sandstone all
the stone is of the glauconitic Lower Greensand and derives from querns. More
contexts dating to the 2d century were located (12 in number). These include the
stone q/pes noted for the l't century but also now include chalk and flint
pebbleVcobbles as well as a stray Sarsen piece. New variants of the Lower Greensand
are present in the form of two pieces of quartzite and a single piece of bedded
sandstone, tlrough the- latter may be intrusive, particulady when considering how
common it is in the 3d to 4e centuries. Whatever the case, stone exploitation during
the l$ and 2d centuries appears similar in that with the exception of Lower
Greensand brought specifically in as querns, all utilized stone was probably from the
immediate vicinity ofthe site.

The 3d- to 4m- century assemblage is considerably larger reflecting the main period of
activity at the site. Some 43 contexts of this period containing stone were located.
Locally available stone from around the site and beach was still being utilized and
there is a great increase in the amount of glauconitic Lower Greensan4 presumably
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reflecting an increase in aaivity associated with arable agriculture. The presence of
the Lower Greensand bedded sandstone and Upper Greensand blocks is interesting as
these, probably representing stone roofing slates and quoins respectively, are likely to
have been derived from a building of some substance. The most obvious source is the
villa at which toward the end of the Roman period may have offered
another potential source of stone. Further reaching trade is suggested by the
Hertfordshire Puddingstone and German lava, both of which were brought in as
querns, as well as the presence of the granite. However, imported stone never makes
up a large percentage of the assemblage, presumably as the local and regional stone
catered for the site's needs.

The stone in the medieval and post-medieval contexts is present in small quantities
and in the main is likelv to be residual earlier material.

The Romano-British Assemblage: workeil stone

Quernstones

A relatively large number of diagnostic quern fragments were located. Wth one
exception from the evaluation" all are from the main Area C excavations. The querns
from the whole site are summarised in Table 9 along with the prehistoric querns and
are discussed below

Earlier Roman quernstones have been shown to be generally thicker with a flat
horizontal top and grinding faces of not more than 15 degrees (Crrwen 1937). T\e
current site has produced a small number of these from l$- and 2*- century contexts,
though more early pieces are residual in later contexts. All are in glauconitic Lower
Greensand. The best two examples are illustrated on Fig. 28. The first consists of an
upper stone from 1$- to 2d- century Pit 1009 (Fill 1010: No. 1). The second is part of
a 350mm diameter lower stong with the remains of a circular perforation through the
full thickness, from 1$- centuryDitch 988 (Fill989: Fig. 28, No. 2)

7 l

Period/Type Lower Greensand (glauconitic)
(no- fraes/e)

Other stone
(no. fragdg)

Totals
(no. fraes/e)

Prehistorie ?1089 rotary - intusive Roman?
l/ 1P50g grain rubber/saddle quern
(from 2 code*s)

3/1,3589

Clst 2120309 rotary fnc. xl upper $one)
{from2 code*s)

2l2,O3Og

C2nd 414,4359 r€fiary (inc. g upp€f, $or€s)
(from4code:ds)

414,4359

C3rd to C4th 132146,6389 rof,ary (irrc. 7 upper stmeq on€
re-used as a saddle quenl and I lower
Sone)
(from f f
8/$1009miil$drc
(frm I confext)

Hertfodshire Puddhg$me
l/3,000g rctry (up'p€r Sore)
(from l codext)
Tertiary sandstme
1/8849
(eom I code$)
German lava
918,I00g millstone Qower $me?)
(from2 cmtexts)

15us8,7229

Generd Roman 514,624g rotary (inc. *, ryg ston€s, one
with hoppa, xl lower stone)
{from3 codexts)

514,624g

Undated l/6169 rotary (upper slone)
l/9,fi)0s, millsffi (?trower $one)

219,616g

Table 9: Summary of definite quern fragments
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The quernstones from the current site are dominated by the later Roman t5pes,
characterised by being thinner with sloped upper surfaces, usually with a protruding
hopper, and shallower angled gnding faces of not more than l0 degrees (Curwen
1937 and 1941). These stones have numerous parallels in Sussoq such as those from
the agricultural settlement at West Blatchington (Curwen 1950). The current
assemblage includes only one example with protruding hopper @itch 608, Fill 609:
Fig.28, No. 3). Although from a Roman context which has not been closely dated, the
presence of the hopper and remains of the rectangular/square eye is typical of later
Roman Lower Greensand querns (Curwen 1950, 51, No. a). The current site also
produced a few examples of late Roman 'disc type' quernstones (Curwen 1937)
where the grinding face does not exceed 2-3 degrees. The most complete example of
this type is from the 4tr- century com dryer (Fill 1109: Fig. 28, No. 4). This example,
which is from a lower stonq again in glauconitic Lower Greensand has a circular
central perforation which totally penetrates the stone.

One fragment of rotary quern of general early Roman tlpe has been re-used as a small
grain rubber/saddle quern. The piece is from an upper stone and shows a deep smooth
trough worn into the original grinding face running. obliquely across the original
orientation of gdnd (Pit 858, fill 859, dated 2* to 3'o century: Fig. 28, No.5). The
reuse of broken fragments of rotary quern as saddle querns in the Roman period has
been identified elsewhere on the West Sussex Coastal Plain at Rustington (Gilkes
2000) and in the Late Iron Age at Littlehampton (Gilkes 1993). Why this practise
should continue so late is uncertaiq however, the valuable gdnding properties of
fragments of a broken quern would provide a convenient and easily transportable
lightweight 'kitchen tool' for small-scale gdnding and food preparation.

Very few examples of quernstones in other rock types other than Lower Greensand
were present (Table 9). These consist of a few pieces of German lava, possibly all
from millstones (see below) and a possible fragment of hard Tertiary sandstone quern
from Context 1096 (3d- century gufly 1095). One example of a rotary quern in
Hertforshire Puddingstone was located (Ditch 944, Frll 970: Fig. 28, No. 6). The
fragment from the current site is from a bun-shaped upper stone, with a side socket for
the handlg and is typical of querns of this type. Other examples have been found at
Richborough, Canterbury and Oldbury in Kent, as well as Hardham in West Sussex
(Curwen 1941). Curwen has noted that all examples were of Roman date and that
from Hardham was in a context dated 50-l50AD. The current example, which has its
closest parallel at St Albans (Curwen \941,21, No. l7), is from a context dated to the
3' century. It is possible the quern was old at the time of discard, is residual, or the
querns from this ittarrstry continued to be imported into Sussex into the 3d century.

The current assemblage coraains fragments from at least three probable millstones.
All examples are very fragmentary, however, their massive size and thickness
precludes their use as simple hand-turned rotary querns. One example of a lower stone
in Lower Greensand is unfortunately unstratified in Area C. This piece, which weighs
9kg and measures in excess of l40mm thiclq does not have any part of the exterior
edge remaining but has clear tooled radiating grooves on its grinding surface. A
smaller piece, but again in Lower Greensand with heavy_tooled lines on the grinding
face, was recolo"r"d from Pit ll38 (Fill 1139: dated 3d to 46 century). This piece,
which could be either from the upper or lower stone, would have measured in excess
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of l35mm thick (Fig. 28, No. 7). The final example is from the corn dryer (Fill 1109,
dated 4u century) and consists of another piece of ?lower stone with no outside edges
remaining but with a 'pecked' gn"ding face. This piece, which weighs 6kg, is in a
dense dark grey German lava and shows the importation of good quality grt"ding
stones was undertaken. It is likely these millstone fragments were taken for re-use
from a local mill. Evidence for milling on a larger scale has been hinted at on the
Coastal Plain by the location of rotary millstone fragments at sites zuch as Fishbourne
(Cunlitre 797T), Wickbourne, near Littlehampton (Gilkes 1993) and Rustington
(Gilkes 2000). The area was heavily utilised for arable agriculture during the period
and is well catered for by watercourses which could provide driving power for mills.
Despite'this no Roman mills are known of at present though the site at Penfold Lane,
Rustington may well have been related to one. The location and excavation of such
sites on the Coastal Plain will be of critical importance in understanding how the
agricultural economy functioned.

The l$- and 2d- century quernstones assemblage from the site is both too small and
from too few contexts to undertake any meaningful analysis of spatial distribution.
The assemblages of the 3d and 4tr centuries are larger and although generally the
material is widely spread there are a few notable concentrations of quern fragments in
certain features. One of the largest is in Pit 1048. Two fills, Contexts 1049 and 1A57,
produced l2l-ower Greensand rotary quern fragments weighing just over 7kg. To the
north the corn dryer produced another large assemblage from two of its fills (Contexts
1109 and ll37): six Lower Greensand rotary quern fragments, weighing just over
2kg and a lava millstone fragment weighing 6kg. The probable drainage sump
associated with the @rn dryer, Pit 1138 (Fill 1139), contained some 95 burnt and
badly fragmented pieces of Lower Greensand rotary quern (18.53kg) as well as pieces
from a Lower Greensand millstone (S.lkg). It is possible these had been dumped in
the pit after use in the area in order to aid drainage. Whatever the casq there does
appear to be a slight concentration of material direaly south of the corn dryer,
suggesting this area may have been the focus of grinding aaivity.

Otherworked stone

With the exception of querns virtually no stone exhibiting signs of having been
shaped or worked was located at the site. Three large pieces of Upper Greensand are
roughly shaped to form building blocks (i.e. Evaluation Trench 22, Context 177, Area
C, Pit 1052, fill 1053). All are from 3d- to 4ft- century contexts. It is probable these
were originally quoins in a flint-walled building, perhaps originating from the nearby

vi[a, though no such stone is mentioned in the excavation report (Scott
1938). The presence of white Italian limestone at the villa is interesting in that it
shows the possible availability of 'exotic' stone types for re-use on peasant
settlements in the area. However, at the villa this material was used for decorative
work in the main and the small rezultant pieces would be of little practical use to the
local peasant population.

All of the bedded Lower Greensand is present as thin pieces rangng in thickness from
18 to 26mm. Although no fixing holes were observed in the current assernblage it is
likely these are the remains of stone roofing slateg probably re-used from the nearby
villa. Similar stone slates were used to a great degree in the later Roman period at
Bignor villa @arber in prep.) and it is interesting to note that in the present
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assemblage 17 of the 28 pieces were found in 3'd- to 4tr- century contexts (Table l),
while all but one were residual in post-Rornan contexts. The only other worked stone
consists of a fragment of square-sectioned whetstone in a hard variety of non-shelly
?Bognor Rock (4t- century corn dryer, fill 1109: Fig. 28,No. S)

The UndnedAssemhlage
Although undated or unstratified it is likely that many of these contexts are of Roman
date. However, due to the uncertainty of this the stone from them has not been studied
in detail unless pieces of obvious Roman orign were present. As such a number of
quern fragments have been identified which are undoubtedly ofRoman orign.

D*cussion

The prehistoric assemblage from the site is too small for reliable interpretation.
However, an emphasis is on the exploitation of only resources available very local to
the site. The presence of so many probable sling-shot is interesting in a period where
pres$re on land was on the increase. The single grain rubber in Lower Greensand
shows that some milting was occurring but apparently was not widespread at the
current site.

The Roman assemblage shows that there was a great increase in the exploitation of
not only local, but regional stone resources. By far the majority of this material was
from the Lower Greensand to the north of the chalHands. Most of this Lower
Greensand was brought specifically to the site as rotary querns. Other material, such
as the bedded Lower Greensand stone slates and Upper Greensand building blocks,
are likely to have been scavanged from other sites that had used them for building
materials. The large proportion of quern fragments is what one may expect from a
settlement very much involved with the cultivation and processing of arable crops.
This aaivity is represented by quernstones throughout the Roman period. In the later
Roman period quernstones and millstones from Herrfordshire and the continent show
an even wider catchment area for the site. The presence of the millstone fragments at
the site is paaicularly interesting. It is unlikely these were originaily used at the
current site, judging by the topography and excavated remains. As such it is probable
the fragments were brought to the site to act as stationary saddle quems from a nearby
probable water-powered mill. Such a mill may well have been situated on the Black
Ditch and served the Angmering villa estate-

The Glass by Luke Barber

Twelve pieces of glasq weigbing c. 45g were recovered from nine individually
numbered contexts. With the exception of two modern pieces from Context 279

@valuation Trench 2), all are of Roman date. The earliest piece consists of a
colourless bottle fragment from Context l0l I (Pit 1009). The remaining pieces are
from contexts of 3d- to 4ft- century date. These consist of two colourless bottle
fragments with the remainder coming from sturdy square or cylindrical bottles in blue
green glass. These pieces include two ribbed handle fragments.
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The Bone by Lucy Sibun

A total of 46 contexts produced 1,072 fragments of identifiable bone. This was
identified to both taxa and the skeletal element represented when possible. However,
in order to avoid the distortion caused by ditrering fragmentation rates between
elements, the fragments were re-quantified. Where numerous cranial, rib or vertebral
fragments of the same species occurred in a single context these were counted as only
one. Conjoining fragments were also counted as one. As a result the total identifiable
fragment count was reduced to324.

The bone was in a varied state of preservation with some badly preserved and
weathered material present. Howwer, it was in general surprisingly good considering
the acidic Brickearth of the site and demonstrates variable burial conditions in
different contexts. Bone assemblages from this.geology usually contain little more
than tooth crowns.

Of the identifiable fragments 117 were recovered from undated or modern contexts
(Contexts 279, 439,769, 837,966, 1147, L222, l3l7). Only three fragments were
recovered from lst-2nd century features (pit fills 1011, lO24), 40. from 2nd-3rd
century pits (Contexts 859, 1217,1226,1252) and 164 from 3rd- to 4t- century ditch
and pit fills (contexts 851, 970, 168/175,93311012 and 1069, 1A70,1255,1139,1053,
1275, 1277 respectively) pitlwell (Contexts 1049, 1057) a post-hole (Cantext 927),
layer (Context 956) and a corn dryer (Contexts 1156, 1064).

With zuch small numbers involved meaningful statistics are impossible. However, it is
clear that of the main meat species (cattle, sheep and pig) catde predominate. In the
2nd-3rd centuries cattle form7l.4Yo (15 fragments) sheep 23.8a (5 fragments) and
pig 4.8o/o (1 fragment). In the 3d to 4th century assemblage cattle form 83.2Yo (99
fragments) sheep 7.6% (9 fragments) and pig 9.2% (ll fragments). Other identifiable
species present-in small quantities in the 3d to 4th century assemblage are horse
(Contexts l}4g,7O7O;11 fragments), dog (Context 1057; I fragment) small mammal
(Context 1255;2 fragments) bird (Context 1156;35 fragments) and fish (Context
l?55;15 fragments). Dog was also present in the undated material.

There was very little evidence for butchery or bone modification noted. Only four
fragments, three cattle ribs and one vertebra displayed shallow cuts. The 4e- century
pit/well filt 1049 contained a single splinter of a cattle long bone shaft, which had a
rounded and polished appearance at one end. This was however, broken. A total of 49
small fragrnents had been charred and this ranged from surface blackening to
complete oxidisation. Third- to 4e century pit fill 1053 is of note because it contained
five cattle and horse skull exclusively. The bird remainq probably all from domestic
fowl, were all charred and all recovered from the corn dryer (Context 1156).

Due to the small size of the assemblage it is not thought that meaningfirl rezults would
come from studying skeletal representation of the main species. Thereforg minimum
number of element calculations have not been undertaken. It appears that a large
proportion of the assemblage consists of teeth but this is not surprising given the
preservation conditions on site- The lack of zufficient aging, sexing or butchery data
mean that it is diffcult to draw conclusions from this small assemblage. The species
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present and their relative quantities are typical of a Romano-British settlement but
more detailed statistical analysis has not been possible.

The Cremated Bone by Jacqueline I. McKinley

Introduction

Cremated and burnt bone from 14 contexts was received for analysis, material having
been recovered from all Areas of the site (A-D). IWddle Bronze Age deposits from
Area B included the remains of three urned burials and redeposited material from an
associated ditch fill. A 2'd- century Romano-British grave was excavated in Area D.
The nature of the single, undated deposit from Area A is inconclusive. Bone from six
deposits in Area C proved to be animal, whilst the quantity of bone from two other
contexts is so small (<0.5g) it cannot be conclusively identified as either animal or
human-

Mdhods

Cremation-related contexts had been subject to whole-earth recovery in excavation
(see above). The remains of one IWddle Bronze Age burial (508) was excavated in
three 0-03m deep spits. The Romano-British grave contained two vessels 611A and
6118, which both held cremated bone. Any sub-contexts created in excavation were
maintained throughout analysis.

Osteological analysis followed the writeds standard procedure for the examination of
cremated bone (McKinley 79944 5-21;20AOa). Age was assessed from the stage of
skeletal and tooth development @eek 1983; McMinn and Hutchings 1985), and the
general degree of age-related changes to the bone @uikstra and Ubelaker 1994). Sex
was ascertained from the sexually dimorphic traits of the skeleton (ibid.).

Resalts

A summary of the results is presented in Table 10. Full details of identifications are
held inthe archive.

C ondi ti on and di sturb an c e
The Bronze Age graves in Area B were very heavily disturbed, with a maximum
surviving depth of 0.09m. A zubstantial proportion of the remains of these burials
will, consequently, have been lost. The vessels in the Romano-British grave 610 in
Area D were both damaged: vessel 611A appears to have been dislodged and cracked;
vessel 6118 was crushed and only survived in part.

The bone from all deposits other than 6114. was slightly worn and chalky in
appearance, which is indicative of burial in an acidic environment. Trabecular bone
fragments were sparse or absent from individual assemblages; zuch skeletal elements
(e.g. axial skeleton and articular zurfaces) are the fust to be lost in soil conditions
adverse to bone survival (McKinley 79974 245; Nielsen-Marsh et aI 2000). The
extensive disturbance to many of the deposits will have further exposed the bone to
conditions conducive to poor preservation.
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Demogrqhic data
ttre rimains of five individuals are likely to be represented amongst the cremated
bone (405, 300, 507, 508, 6llA/8; Table 10), including a minimum of three adultq
one probably female and one most likely male. Although the quantity of bone
t"-uioing in the lvfiddle Bronze Age burial 507 was very small, contextually this
probabllrepresents the remains of an individual. There was no apparent duplication
bf skeletal elements between 611A and 611B in the Romano-British grave 610 and it

is likely that the remains of a single individual was deposited in both vessels for

burial. The undated deposit a05 may represent either the remains of an unurned burial

with redeposited pyre debris or redeposited pyre debris related to a burial which has

not been iound (see below); whicheveq since it represents a singleton from Area A

the individual is unlikely to be represented elsewhere in the assemblage'

The zurviving Nfiddle Bronze Age deposits represent part of what may have been a

slightly largei goup of burids;1 ma:rimum of l2'smears' of pottery were found

wiitrin a 10 x 5m area to the soutfi of Ditch 545, though some are likely to represent
material spread from the truncated known burials. Such small grave groups are typical
for the period, though poor bone survival precludes demographic comment' The

RomanolBritish grave lies in the south-east corner of Area D and further burials of

this date may tie to the south or east, but singletons are not uncofilmon in rural areas

in this period.

Table 10: The Cremated Bone - Summary of results
(KEY: rpd - redeposited pyre debris )

Pathologt
There was little evidence for pathological lesions, with minor changes being observed
in the adult remains from 611. Exostoses are bony growths which may develop at

tendon and ligament insertions on the bone. It is not always possible to be conclusive
with respect io the aetiology of particular lesions which may include age-related wear-

and-tear, traumatic stress, or specific disorders (Rogers et al 1987).

Py'e technolog,t qnd cremafian ritual

The bone was predominantly white in colour, indicative of full oxidation (Ilolden el

al. I995aand b).

The Mddle Bronze Age deposits were all too disturbed to pass any meaningful

comment on the quantity of bone included in the burials, the bone fragment size or the
77

cont€xt ohase deposit type weiglt age/seI pathologr

AreaA
,tO5 o ?rpd/

? unburial + rpd
8og adult >18 yr. ffemale

Area B
300 MBA urned burial 29.5c subadult/adult >13 yr.

507 MBA urnedburial 0. le >infant

508 MBA urnedburial 45.8s adult >18 yr.

561 MBA ditch fill 3.6e subaduliladult >l3Yt'-

Area D
611 RB urnedburial A) 87.69

B) 7.9s
A) adnlt c.2A4O yr. ?male
B) srbadult/adult >13 Yr.

exostoses - femur shaft
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skeletal elements identified. A total of 95.59 of bone was recovered from the
Romano-British burial 611, representing a madmum of c. 9.5o/o of the expected
weight of bone from an adult cremation (McKinley 1993). The inclusion of only a
proportion of the cremated bone in the burial is a recognised part of the rite, and a
wide range of average weights have been recorded from contemporaneous cemeteries
from as little as 779.19 (Low Borrowbridge, Cumbriq McKinley 1996) to 845.09

@ast London cemeteries; McKinley 2000b). Although some trabecular bone may
have been lost from burial 611 due to the acidic soil condition, the quantrty of bone
included places it at the very lowest end of the range for the period-

The morimum fragment sizes were all very low at lgmm @ronze Age maximum
burial 561), 29mm (Romano-British 611) and 33mm (unphased context 405). The
majority of the bone fiom the Bronze Age deposits was recovered from the 5mm or
2mm fraction and from the Romano-British in the lOmm fraction (47%). There are a
number of factors which may affect the size of cremated bone fragments (McKinley
lgg4b), in these cases the burial environment and extensive disturbance to the Bronze
Age deposits will have substantially increased fragmentation of the bong and there is
no evidence to suggest any deliberate fragmentation prior to burial.

Trabecular bone was generally poorly represented and little or no axial skeletal
elements were identified from any deposit. Elements of skull, upper and lower limb
bones were identified within the largely intact Romano-British burial 611 and context
405. The latter also contained some tooth roots and the smaller bones of the hands and
feet, none of which were represented in the Romano-British burials. This may reflect
variations in the mode of recovery of the bone from the pyre site for burial wittr, for
example hand collection of indMdual fragments from the pyre resulting in a bias
towards mostly larger fragments in 611 and en mass recovery with subsequent sieving
resulting in a range of fragment sizes in 405. Alternatively, the inclusion of the
smaller bone fragments in 405 may reinforce its possible interpretation as redeposited
pyre debris ratherthan aburial?

Formal 'burial' generally takes one of several forms; a contained deposit either in a
ceramic vessel or an organic one, the physical remains of which are lost but leave the
bone in a concentration; or a spread of material across the base of a grave cut. The act
of 'burial' is separate from the bacldlling of the g1ave which represents a subsequent
act. A relative$ small quantity of bone was recovered from 405, apparently spread
throughout the fill which comprised large amounts of fuel ash (70-80olo). The apparent
characteristics of deposit suggest that it represents not a burial but a formal deposit of
pyre debris (McKinley l99Tb, 137 -139).

Little or no fuel ash was recovered from any of the grave fills. The presence of small
amounts of fuel ash and cremated bone (551) in the central excavated segment of
Ditch 545 may have derived from a disturbed buriat deposit or, more likely, represent
redeposited pyre debris. Its presence suggests the pyre sites were also in the general
vicinitv.
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The Shell by Luke Barber

The excavations produced only 6659 of shell from seven different contexts. With the
exception of three chips of mussel shell, all the material consists of oyster. Where
datable the material is from 3d- to 4e- century Roman deposits. The small assemblage
size is likely to be the result of the acidic ground conditions at the site rather than a
lack of shellfish in the occupants' diet.

Chared Plant Remains byPat Hinton

Methods

Bucket flotation of bulk samples was carried out by the excavators with flot retained
on a series of sieves, minimum O.25mm.mesh and residue on 1.0mm. Flots from more
than 300 contexts were assessed for their content of charred plant remains and
potential value for illustrating agricultural activity and background vegetation. 33
samples were setected for full analysis because of obvious plant material or the
significance of their context. Others with only very little charred material were briefly
scanned. Charcoal uras returned to the excavators for specialist study.

The selected samples were searched with stereo microscope at 7 - 40X magnification
with higher magnification occasionally for surface details. Most samples were re-
sieved to facilitate sorting. Very productive larger samples were zub-sampled and
totals of the most numerous seeds estimated, with the remainder more briefly scanned
for additional taxa.. All plants are represented by seeds unless otherwise statd, seeds
being used loosely to include fruits, nutlets, caryopses etc.

Although different species of wheat may show certain characteristic features of the
grain there can be considerable morphologrcal overlap whictg taken with varying
degrees of distortion or damage due to charring and subsequent disturbance, means
that exact identification is unreliable without additional diagnostic items of chaff
Therefore wheats are listed only as Triticum sp. but where preservation is good
specific identifications are suggested. English names are used in the text with
scientific names (foilowing Stace 1997) given after each first mention.

Resalts

Evaluation

Seven conterds contained only a few cereal or chafffragments and seedg rarely more
than three, but one sample (Context 65) produced a more significant quantity of seeds.
This included at least 36 grains of wheat, probably mostly spek (Triticam speln), the
identification zupported by two securely identifiable gLrm" bases. In addition were a
probable oat grain (cf Avern sp), and a few weed seeds including brome grass
(Brorrus spl dock (Rumex sp.) and small tares or vetches (Vieia cf hirsata or
tetrasperma). This ditch deposit and a scatter of seeds in the other samples are
suggestive of cereal processing in the vicinity.
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MayJIrm er Way Evaluation

One sample fiom Context l0 of a this evaluation contained charcoal and the
equivalent of about six grains of wheat, probably spelt (Triticam speln), with three
glume bases, one ofwhich is spelt and one pafiial seed of dock (Rumex sp.)

Excavation

Area A

Of 17 samples assessed only 9 included any charred plant remains other than
charcoal. Two (both Context 415) each contained less than five wheat grains,
identified as probably spelt by a characteristic grain in one sarnple and a glume base
in the other. A few fragments of probable wheat and chaf were seen in a linear gully
(Context aB) and four other samples included unidentifiable charred fragments.
Several samples had greater amounts of charcoaf particularly a cremation deposit
(Context 405), a very large sample which produced c. 1,575 nrl. of flot. Searches of
repeated sub-samples of this large amount failed to find any plant remains other than
charred wood.

Area B

Nineteen samples from this area were assessed but most produced very small amounts
of flot consisting mainly of charcoal. Only two from the curvilinear ditch (Context
545) contained a few cereal fragments, probably wheat.

Pots associated with cremations yielded a few charred items. Context 507 included in
addition to a little charcoal only a few small shapeless pieces of glossy black
vesiculated material that is not typicat of charred cereals but likely to be of organic
orign. Sarrples from three spits from Context 508 produced two poorly preserved
grains, probably wheat, at 0-3cms, two probable wheat chafffragments at 3-6cms. and
two unidentifiable fragments at 6-9cm depth. In each were a few fragments of
amorphous material similar to that in Context 507.
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Area C

This area produced the most evidence of activity connected with cereals. Of roughly
200 contexts more than half included some evidence of charred cereals or other seeds.
Selected for closer study were 26 Romano-British samples with greater numbers of
plant remains and from a range of different contexts, of which the corn &ying kiln is
the most important.

Eleven samples from ditches, gullies and postholes included wheat grains, nine with
glume bases indicating either ernmer (Triticam dicoccam) or spelt and four with very
iharacteristic spelt glume bases and fragments. Hulled barley (Ifordeum cf uulgar-|
appeared in only two samples, one ditch and one posthole; it was not possible to
identify them as 2- or 6-row. Oat grains were found in two ditch and two post hole
samples and awn fragments in tlree- One half seed (one cotytedon) of broad bean
(Viira faba) came from a posthole The ditch and gully samples may represent small
dumps of materiat but often the chance presence of items from the general
background of burned debris from various sources. (Tabte 11)-

Deposition in pits, from which five samples were analysed, must have been deliberate
and undoubtedly so in the case of the shallow pit (Context 1139) which held more
than 28,000 grains. Sub-samples indicate that the majority of well-preserved grains
have the more or less rounded back, straighter sides and blunter apex characteristic of
spelt and several show impressions caused by the veins of the glumes. Glume bases,
mostly with the rounded outline and strong venation of spelt were estimated to be
about 150, but more such light items may not have survived burning Only very few
shorter gains were suggestive of free-threshing wheat (Triticum cf aestivum). Barley
and oats were only occasional finds. Weed seeds are few but brome, a cofirmon
companion of spelt, was estimated at more tlan 100 seeds suggesting possible
a"ceptattce of its large seeds in a crop. The impression is of a deposit of spelt spikelets
burned before or during the heating ne@ssary for freeing the grains from t.he chaff- A
smaller deposit in another pit (Context 1275) which included c. 175 wheat grains,
fewer glu-e bases, but a greater number of wild plant seeds, not including brome,
suggests waste disposal. This sample also included a seed of fla>r (Lirum
usitatissimum) and a fruit stone of hawthorn (Crataegus monogtna) prezumably
represents (Table 11)-

The samples from the corn drying kiln vary in their composition. Six of eight samples
from the flue chamber include among'normal'wheat grains others which show signs
of sprouting and in some cases different stages of germination. Sometimes the sprout
(ptumule) is only just emerging sometimes it has reached almost the lengh of the
grai" a"a rootlets (radicles) are developing. From other grains the plunnrle is lost but
pressure of the glumes has caused a shallow groove atong the dorsal surface. In freed
grains the sprouts grow away from the grain at an angle. Other grains are shrunken or

iollapsed and illustrate later stages of the process. There are also many detached parts

of plumules and radicles.

The greatest nurnber of cereals came from the north and south extensions at the end of

the flue charnber (Context 1156), admittedly one of the two largest bulk samples- This
context included c. 1,450 wheat grains of which c. 930 had sprouted and 520 were
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unsprouted. Chaffincluded rachis fragments and more than 500 glume bases, some as
spikelet forkq of which three-quarters could be identified as spelt. A few more
compact grains might have been free-threshing wheat but are still within the range of
spelt. Approximately 470 oat gains is the largest accumulation of oats found from the
whole site but only one floret base with the small straight disarticulation scar to
indicate cultivated oats (Avern sativa). Barley appeared as only a very occasional
exception among the hundreds of grains. Several hundred small wild plant seeds are
mostly of typical arable weeds. A similarly sized sample (the largest of four from
context 1064) contained c.740 grains (690 sprouted and 50 unsprouted) and c. 190
glume bases. This context also produced oat lemma bases indicating both cultivated
and wild oats (Avena cffatua), and fragments of the twisted awns, although oat grains
were few. Other flue charnber samples included lesser amounts of wheat, some oats
and only a very occasional barley grain.

Two samples from the stoke hole produced contrasting results. One (Context 1047)
contained about 25 wheat grains, slightly fewer glume bases and other chaff
fragments of both wheat and oats. The grains were severely burned and somewhat
distorted but none showed obvious signs of germination. The second sample from the
stoke hole area (context 1068) is unusual in that the small amount of flot was made up
of c. 150 unsprouted wheat grains, 95 at differing stages of germination and 32 oat
gains with chaff suggesting cultivated species, but only a very few flecks of charcoal.
This sample also produced one pea (Pisum satiuum), the only evidence found from the
site. The composition of the kiln samples is detailed in Table 12.

In smaller flots fi'om other contexts from Area C wheat is the mos frequently
identified cereal" together with chaffand weed seeds in varying proportions but many
contained only few cereal fragments.

Area D

Seven samples were selected for detailed analysis, all but one being of prehistorig or
probable prehistoric, date (Table l3). Spelt-like wheat occurred in each. However,
two contexts (708 and769) included a few slimmer gains with high ridged backs and
more pointed apices which are comparable to emmer (Tritiatm dicaccttm). Shorter,
more compact forms found in Contexts 711 and 647 mrgbt be free-threshing wheat.
Hulled barley occurred only in low numbers in 4 contexts and a single oat grain in
context 7ll is the only evidence of that cereal seen from Area D. In many cases,
howeveq the cereals and weed seeds are in poor conditio4 and there are many
fragments which can be identified only as cereal by their characteristic vesiculated
appearance and occasional glimpses of over-all form.

The ditch and oval feature (Contexts 711 and 647) and the pit or well (Contexts 768
and 769) produced the greater numbers of seeds, with brome significantly more
obvious in Contexts 768 and 769, and a fruit stone of sloe (Prurus sptnoso) in the
latter.

A circular feature (Context 708) included mainly wheat and a little barley but only
one small weed seed. The two very small flots from stake holes (Contexts 703 and
707 contained merely smaller amounts ofthe cereals and a dock seed.
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About 20 other samples with fewer seeds were scanned and yielded grains and
fragments of wheat with chaff indicating spelt and weed seeds of species already
noted in the selected samples. All are likely to be derived from the disposal of cereal
processing or other waste.

Table 13: Seds from Area D. Key: MBA - Middle Bronze Age, LBA/EIA - Late Bronze AgelEarly
kon Age, ?Prehist - probably prehistoric

Discussion

There were few prehistoric samples and most, where discernible, produced only small
numbers of fragments but the possible enlmer in Context 769 ('l.Bronze Age) is of
interest since in the Romano-British period most if not all the wheat is spelt. The
Romano-British cereals, seeds and other fruits spread in many contexts over several
areas of the site, together illustrate an agricultural regime apparently largely based on
the cultivation and treatment of wheat although barley and oats and the few instances
ofpe4 bean and fla:r hint at other crops.

Cultivation is most likely to have been on the good soils in the vicinity. The weeds are
mostly coflrmon to any open disturbed soil but sheep's sorrel (Rumer ocetosella) tn
Area D and corn spurey arvensis) in Area C suggest patches of lighter
possibly stony soil. Stinking mayweed (Anthemis cotula), also from Area C, reflects
heavier loam and cornmon club-rush (Schoenoplectus lacastris) grows in shallow
water. The charred remains in most cases are burned debris from various stages of

Ditch Oval Circular Stakeholes ?Well

Context 7tl 647 708 703 7M 764 769

Date RB ?Pr*i$ TBA/EIA ?Prehist ?Prehi$ MBA

Saqle 3013 301t 3017 3029 3031 3067 3074

Sarylevolume (itres) 15 t4 I 7 t4

C'uftivded Plmts

Triticam sp (undifenntiated wheal) - grai$ 766 26 36 8 2 29 26

Titicwm € spelta (speft) - glume bases I 3

T- dicoccam/spelra - glume bases I 5 I 3 1 27

H ordeu m d vulgme 1hultd barley) I 5 a

Avena sp- (oals) - graios I

Cerealia idet- grains & Aags" (nl.) c-2.4 1.5 l-0 0^5 0-5 2.4 0_5

Wifd phnts

Ranumius acri s/repensbnlbaszs (bufiercups) I I

Chenopodium albam L. (fathen) I

Fallopia convolvulvs AJnve ftlack bindweed) 2

Rnoex acetoeella L. (sheep's sonel) 4 -t

Rzma sp.(dock) l 8 7 I

Polygonaceae indel (kndwed family) I

Vialary- (violefpansy) I

Prrmns spinosaL ( slaq -rtwit stone
Vicia hirsrsaltefrasperma ftairy /smooth tare) , I

ncia/Lathynts ry.(vetch/vetchling) I

Tnfoliumq.(clova) 2

Solanum nignun L.(blrck nightshade) 2

Galium aparine L (clzavers) 2

Tipleurospermum inodoram (L.) Schulz-Bip ,
A$eraceae indd- (daisy fanily) I

Bromas sp- 6brome) 2 I 5 1 26

Poaceae indef- (grass family) I I
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cereal treatment, either dumped or scattered from hearths, or added to kiln fuel.
Prepared wheat may have been for local consumption or trade distributiorq but
sprouted grains in the kiln samples strongly suggests the use of spelt for brewing ale.

Germination of cereal grains wi[ begin in appropriate degrees of moisture and
warmth and might occur accidentally in damp storage conditions or in the ear before
harvest in a poor season. Grains spoilt in this way would presumably have been
disposed of as fodder or burned. Alternatively germination may be intentionally
induced for malting as the first stage of brewing. This entails steeping the grains and
spreading them in warm conditions while the sprouts grow. When the sprouts reach a
certain length (according to the type of ale required) the malted grain needs heat to
halt the process before the starch of the endosperm is wholly converted into sugars to
feed the growing seedlings. After this the sprouts and roots may be raked away and
used for fodder (Stephens 1855) or otherwise disposed of.

Grains with sprouts or indentations caused by them found in five of the flue chamber
samples could have become charred if heating to halt germination were too severe.
I\zfore completely collapsed grains, found in six samples from the main chamber and
one from close to the stokehole would appear to have passed the best stage but
possibly were considered usable; otherwise charring may have occurred if they were
adde4 with other cereal debris, to fuel.

Unsprouted grains found in varying proportions in all eight of the flue chamber
samples, and chaff fragments in sx could be the rezult of accidental chaning during
either of two processes. First, if the kiln were used for drying newly harvested crops
or second, for the parching of enrmer or spelt spikelets to facilitate the release of the
grains.

The contents of the stokehole samples are likely to be components of the fuel
including discarded cereals, chaffand weeds from various procedures.

It is probable that the very mixed nature of tle sample contents has resulted &om
many different operations and it seems likely that the kiln was used for more than one
purpose. Cereals found in the flue chamber may have dropped from the platfonn on
which they had been placed for heating or drying on many occasions before the final
collapse and charred fuel fragments from the stoke pit could well have been wafted
into the chamber by the wann air currents.

It has been zuggested (Reynolds & Langley 1979) that drying of crops before storage
would rarely have been necessary in southern England, but heating of wheats such as
enrmer and spelt prior to removal of glumes would seem an appropriate use of the
kiln. An argument for its use in part of a malting process is that germinated grains
were found only in kiln contexts. There is no sign of accidentally sprouted grains
having been burned as rubbish from anywhere else on the site.

Sprouted grains have been found at other Romano-British sites in southern Britain.
Very close to this site is Worthing Road, Littlehamptoq where germinated spelt
gains were recovered from kiln and pit samples and malting appeared likely (Lovell
2002). Further afield at Catsgore, Somerset (Hillman 1,982) and at Caerleon (tlelbaek
l96F) malting was considered the most appropriate o<planation of sprouted grains of
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spelt. Evidence s€rns to be accumulating that wheaten ale was one imporfant end-
result of cereal agriculture-

The Charcoalby Rowena Gale

Introdaetion

Charcoal was present ia a high pncentage of tlre bulk soil samples sollw:ted from the
four n:ain areas of exca'retao$ (4 n, C and D) but often in quantities too small to
yield sigdficart da/ra e-g. tbe Firanzc Age cremations in Area B, s/hile some of the
Larger charcoal samples related to contelf,s of uncertain dat$ry. Ttrus a
small number of samples rvere suitable for inclusion in the current report. Ten
samples were selectsd as follorrs:
Area A: 2 sampleg ?prehistoric gdly anda cremation
Area C: 5 sarnples, 3*l 4fl'century AD corn-dryer and pit
AreaD: 3 sarnples, ?Blranre, Age pit

The charcoal analysis was undertaken to obtaia environnaeatal and econornic data.

Mdhndalogt

Bulk soil sarnples were processed fo fl*rtton and s,rrrrirrg using 1 mm and 0"25mm
mestres" The resuhing flots and residues were scanned under [esr magni catian by Pat
ffnton an& the charcoal scparatd from plant macrofossils- Of tbe 57 samples
containing charcoal, only 10 were considered appropriate for qpecies identificafion
(Table 14). Cbarcaal fragments measuring 22mrr. n ra$al cross-sestion were
exarcnr& from each sample. Sarrples 5WZ a d 4L38 were parnsrfiarly large wd wete
50% subsampld for identification

The crrfrrtionof the cturcnalvaried from firm and well preserved to paor andftiable.
Intact radial segruents of roundwood were relanvely infrquent. Standard methods
were used ta preparc the xmples for er(a$ination {Gale and Cuder 2000)- The
anaLalrttca! struchrr€s were exannined u$iog incident tight on a Niksn l-aboptwt-Z
microscope at magnifications up to x400" The twa i entrfi& were mafchod to
prqar& refercrrce slides of modern wood. Whea possible, rbe rna*fity of the wood
wa* ass€ssed fi.e- hearrwoodl sapwood) and *e$,diareetnrswserogardd'
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Archaeolory South-East
Roundstone Lang Angmering West Sussex

ResaI#

The taxaidentified are presented in Table 14 anddiscussed below.

Classification follows that of Flora Eurapea (Tutitl, Heywood et 4l 1964-80)- Group
names are given ryhen anatomical differencas betwffii related genefil af,e too slight to
allow secrre identification to genus level. These include mffibers of the Pomoideae
{Crotaegus, Mslus, Pyrus and Sorbus} and Leguminone {Wex arld Cytiws}. Where a
genus is represented by a single speies in the Bdtish flora this is named as the most
likety origln of the urood, gven the provenance and period, br* it should be notBd that
it is rarely possible to name iodividual species from wood fearureg and exafrc species
of, trees and shrubs were imoduced to Britain tonn an early period (Godn'in 1956;
Ivfitrhell 1974). The alrertarcrcal structure of the c,harrnsl war consistent ryith the
fo{owiqg tarra or groups of tma:

Ac$ace,as. Acer cwnpestre L., field maple
Aquifoliaceae . Iler aqrifolfunn L., **lly
Corylaseae - CoryIas wellana L -, Lrr.rr;l
Fagao*e. Qaerats sp., oak
Aleaceae. Frsimts excelsior L., ash
I-egurrlino$ae. Cytixts scapwius (L.) Linb broom ar Wex sp., gome
Rosaceae. Subfamilies:
Pomoideae, which inchldes Crataegas sp-, hawthors,Msllts sp", apple;

Pyras sp., pear; Sorbus spp-, rowar- service tree and whitebeam.
T"h€se taxa are atwtomrrally sinoilar; one or morg taxa rrtay be
representd in the charceal.

Prunoideae, q'hich includesP. svinn #".)L., cherry; P. pe$ L," bird cherry,
and P. spinasa L., blackthorn. In this instanc€ the broad heterocellular
rays $uggest P. spinow as the more likdy.

AreaA

A spof dats kom pattery nrgge*rf a pr*histaic orign for the linear golly  M.
Charcoal <5001> from the fill of the gully iacludpd aak (Quercus sp.), black*born

{Prurrus spinos), gorse {{Ilex sp-) andl or broona {ffims sp.) and probably bazel

dCorylus avellwa)" Some of the aakwastwrggy {effit&er Z*ur}.

An exceptionally largp volume of cbarrnal (1500n01) was rwver& from
'crenraiion/pyre deposit' 405. The date of this feafilre is uncertain, though probably
Brarlza Age" but in view of the ryafrtity of material wallable far examlrnatron, it was
thought worfhwhile fsr inclusion in tbe current sfudy. A Sff/o sr,rb-sarple was
exanntod and consiged mostly of oak {Querarc sp.) heartwood but also included
maple {Acer hazel {Corylus avellana) and the bawthornl Sorbus gtroup

{Pomoideae).

Area C
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The Romano-British corn-dryer 1063 was dated to the 3'il 4' centuries AD Charcoal
and charred grain were recoverd from several contexts within the feature. Cliarcnal
was fairly abundant in Conte$s 1109 (the flue chanrber) 1137 (tlw main charnber)
and lA67 {the stoke ho$. Fragments from the main chamber were relatrrely Wge
(e.g" 35mm in radial axis and 25rnm in length) and consisted mainly of oak heartwood
from large waad, i.e. cordwaad/ wide poles. Hazel {CoryIas avellana), ash {Frmirus
excekior) and the hawthorn/ Sorbus group (Pomoideae) wer,e also idgttified (Table
l4). k:u;erex;tia$y, oak was not re€ordd tom 1067 {the fill of the stoke hole) - the
char*oal here consisted mairdy of haeel roundwood but also included blaclahorn
(Prums spirnm). Perhap* this deposit relatrd on$ to a batch of fuel made up of
rvurosrer roudwood sr brushwood frorn shrubby species.

A shallow pit 1138 rryas sited in close praxmity ta, attdto the south o{ the com-dryer.
Charred gatn was e:rtremely abundant in the fill of the pit whereas charcaal was
rel*ively sparse and consistd of thin slivers, mostly too small far idenfifrcatian. The
orign of the charcoal is unkaown but givea i* proximity to the car*dryer and the
large deposits of charred gar+ its use as a dump for waste from the corn-dryer seerns
a strong posribility. The charcoal consised mainly of oak {Qtercas sp") roundwood
but also ash {Frwimn excekior), bazel {Carylus avellma) nfi ntaple {Acer

and" by implicatio4 mayrepresant fuel debris frorn the corn-dryer.

Area D

Charcoal sras examined &om a Middle Bronz* ASe pit 614, from Contents 615,768
and 769. CIak {Queran sp.} and hazel {Corylus ovellana} lvere con$asa to aL\ thrw
sarrples ryhereas other taxa including holly {lex *.qaifoliun), blacl*twrn {Prums
spinaw), the hawfhornl Sorhas group {Pomoideae) and gorse {Ulex sp.) andlorbroom
{CWstts sp.} were more sporadic {Table U}.

Discnssion

Erwironmentalsamples were collwted from a wrde rangeof featr:res throughout the
site" fiany *f ryhictr includei *harc,asl. The potential of samples f,or analysis frorn
datnd f&areq hnwarcr, was off€n difitiniched bmause of thw piltcrfy of included
sttarceal, an$ canverrrly, sonre of the laryer samples relat& to features af $$eertaila
date. Consequently, only ten rampla were selected for full analysis.

These samples lncladd fuel residues from Area C, *om a Romano-Bitish p'd/ 4ft
certury) corndryer LAff a$d an associafed pit 1138, into rrhich waste rnaterials from
tlrc corn-dryer appffir to bwe been dumped. F:virdencn from firel debris vntbio the
corndryer irrdrcatd, thnt it was frred predonninantly wt*h oak {Quercus sp-), mainly
hraraxood fuarn large*vaad i.e- aardwood, wide poles or trunkurood {althou$, n
$ontrast, aak bam?rt 1138 was rrrrde up of ro*ndwaad)- Haznl {Corylus wellano),
probably mostly smallwood, arr'sre/ in five cantents in the rtorm-dryer, while other
species iacluding nap\e {Acer conpesae}, ash {Fruirars excelsior), the hawthorn/
Sorbus goup {Pomoideae) and blackthorn {Pnnus @rns) were nwre randomly
distributed {Table L4}. Oakrrras not rrlcorded-, however, from the fill of the stokdnle
1067, which consisted of shrubby species, mostly hazel - perhaps implicating the use
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of faggots or bnrshwood. It is probable that the corn dryer wasalso fuelled with other
types of combustible firatslrral, e.g. cerealchaff.

Charcoal was also examined from a few contexts of uncertain, but probably
prehistorig date. For er,artple, from the lower filIof Gully 414 n Area A. The origin
of this cbarrnal is unknown but it possibly represents fuel debris. Oak (Quercas sp.),
blackthorn {Prurus spinoso}, garse, {{}lex sp.) or broom {Cytisus sp.) and, possibly,
ttaz-d {Corylus avellana) were named. The fill of a Mddle Bronze Age Pit 614 n
Area D seerns likely to contain domestic fud debris; oak provided the main bulk of
the firevrood, conrbined wtth hazA (CoryIus avellnrn), holly {Ilex aquifolium), the
twwttwrn/ Sorbus group {Pomoideae), blacl*hom {Prurws spinaw} and gorse {Ulex
sp.) and/ orbroom {Cytisus sp.).

From Area A, a sernatton/pyre deposit (455, yielded z ?wge quantity af r)nrcoal
probably *ona prehistoric sraxnattanpyre- The pyrewas constructed predarcww:f'ly
with large bifiets or poles of oak {Quercus sp,), which ineluded atnghproportion of
heartwood. Smaller woody components of the pyre (infill or ?kindling) or, pertraps,
artefactual elementg consisted of hazsl {CaryIas avellanta), mapb {Acer
and tlrc bawtbornl Sorbus 1.lrorip {Pomoideae}.

E nviro nnte ntsl eviderce and woafland r6ow&eg

The site is srntatrd on tbe soastd. plai4 sheltered frorn the norfh by the chalHand
ridge of the Ssuth Downs- Arable tant@ was evrdeftly well established by fhe
Roman Wiwd and it is probable tbat oortenparwy woodland was redrtrced to areas
unsnited to tlw, plouS e.g- the scarps and somb€s of tbe chatk downland, artboludh
small porke*s nwy twve wriwd ar bave fun retekrd lorally to xtpply essential
re$ourc€s ts the setftemetr- The remains of nrctal-warHtng slag atfr a fotge boftom
attest to on-site industry. Ttrc extent of this industry is unknowrl it rrr;y lva've been
practised on a domestic *,ale" although other parts cf the rqgon clearly cupporfed
lllrge-rcale industrial prolects, e.g- pattenes and maal-warkjng atLixlelnrnptan {s*
below)- The ctwrrnl from Roundstone Lane was tna frags:r;nted to present evidence
of $anagd woodland but it could be argp& that mp1lrrlng rryould have been
nece$sary to *rstain angoitogpressrre for wosdland resources $uet, qrood and timbed
in what may have b*n a oompaxatNrely denxly ocanpi*l arrd, presumably,
competitive area^

Oak almost cert;irrrly formed the dominant woodland in the rcglon wd tbe challcoal
asalysis demoastrates t*w ayzrlabfuty of wide poles atfr, passi&lly, billets of wood
from fairly fi:gtfr$e trees. Oak woofilalfd would alfr'bate includd haze\ aslr, maple
attd troLly. Scrub or marginal woodland probably supported hazr,\ twlly, ttad&bern,
the ltawthorn g";aup and gar*l broom. Shnrbby species would also have grawn tn
hedgerows.

Cowpwahle sitq in the rqion

Evidence from other sites in ttrewcinrty of RoundhotxLane endorses theimportance
of this parr of the caastal plaia for settlemcrrt frorn the Brartze Age puiod and
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possibly earher. Charcoal deposits from anumber of other local sites n&cate'd similar
woodland environmenfs to thal at Roundstone Lane.

An isolared Bronzn Age crernation deposit at Westhampnett, Chichester, illusfrated
the exclusive and probably symbofic use of oak {Quercus sp.) pyr€ fuel in a-l$gh
status cremation a young fernale and baby (Gale, unpub)- This evidence stands in
contrast the much wlder rffige of taxa used as pyre fuel atBranz* Age crematiors and
associated pits with placed deposits that were later recorded nearby at Clzypit l-afre,
Westharnpnett. Varisus species were included in the pyre debris: oak {Qtercus ry"},
field maple {Acer compestre), alder {Alnus glutinon), haz*l {CoryIus avellana), ash

{Frwfuxts excelsior}, the bary{hornl Sorbus goup (Fomoideae}, blact*horn {Pntftar
spircos) and dogwoad{Cornu$ ar Iliburnun sp"(Gal€, unpub).

An esensive kon Age cffictery was also excavttd at Westhampnetf, urhere alarge
nurnber of pyre sites and rr:ennanoll-, burials were tdenr{tfred.. The pyres urere
consfructed mainly from substantial poled trunks of oah (Quercas sp.)" but sometimes
incfuded cherry tPrumts a,ium) alld v'frllov/ {Saltr sp-} or Wpr:r. {Populus sp.), and
other species such as maple {Acer bazel {Corylas avellono},btch (B*ula
sp,I ash {Fracirws ercelsior), dogwood {Corrms},rffitfur s lrng tErica ar Calluna),
the hawthorn/ Sorbas ggjoLrp {Pomoideae) and yevt {Tryts sp.} {Gale 1997}.
Artefa&sal refiwins *ay ascannt far tdw presence sf some spBcies. Thsre wa$ some
srideace to srggest the use of coppiced wood,

Roman pottery kilns basod at 'Worthing Road, Littlehanrptot\ were operattve during
the ls ad f cenh:ries AD, ar!f- llnay bwe formed pafi of a larget rr:aft. camplex
worhng in the lower Arun Valley {Wessex Arch. 1998), which also included iron-
working- Fud residues fucluded aak {Quercas sp.} ash {Fracirws excelsior}, *rople

{Acer campestre}, tbe hawtbarn/ Sarhas group {Pomoidae}, blackthorn (Pruws

ryinoss) and elder {Smtbucas sp") $atre,forthcordng}

Conclusion

Environmental data obtained from this analysis suggests that oak (Quercus sp")
fosned tbe wlor woa4land camparrent Other waadland axa tAentsfr& ifflud€d
mzple {A*, canpestre}, ash {Frwimts excelsior),hazel {Corytus wellana) and holly

$lex aryifoliam). Sbrubby taxa s.rctr as blackthon {Prurus spirwm}, tbehawtltat*l
Sorbus prloup {Pomaideae} and gorre {{}Iex sp.) or broom {Cytisus sp-) would have
colonisd srr.$bland ar lraar:gpnl wcr.;drland.

Oak provided the bulk of fuel requirements for industrial and domestic use, and for
crernatioa. There was also widetce to irrplicate probably dornestic level iron-
worfung af the site thougb the tpicer*re of this acttri,rty was not withia the excavatian
area. lfi;35eft. work at another local site, Wo*trrrrg T-atre, Lif/tleha*ptrita W$,fughted
long-term iadustriat a*tlitres, ia particular, pottery-making and iron-working. The
charcoal at Roundstoae Lane was too fragmented to assess the use of coppiced wood
but it is suggested tt*t, by the Roman peiod, some form of woodland management
rarould probably twre been nffiessary to srstaia the de,mands of this apparcntly well-
populated area.
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DISCUSSION

Infroduction

The dispersed na|irxe of the f,our main exousation areas and waluation trenches
ltarryrr the interpretation of the Roundslone l-ane daneloprrc* site as a whole.
How*rer, the rqrcnt archaeological work ai this site has highlighted tha/- wrdence far
three main periods af ocanpanonlvtiltzanon of this land srvives $liddle and l-ata
Biranz* fue and Romano-British), and this fits in welJ vtrth the burgeoning co{pus
relanng to other archapologrca! work undertaken in the'tlarroeadruerrp andwilst ffea on
the West Susss( Coastd Ptain. Actii.zrty relaAng ts land use in e;rrhe4 

-$ttetveirtrng 
and

later periods is frr less appturrxrt and is only refla-,t& in residual finds or a low de$stfy
of features.

Msolithic and l{colithic

Employees of the former Freshacres Nursery attlte centre of the development site had
coflected Neolithic flintrvork over a pen& of c. 3A year$. Neolithic and ]r{esolithic
flint scaffers bave alrc been located ftrther afield during the construction of the
Rustington Bypass and associated cornnaercial units and to the soulh of the

De*ay Ponds.

Ar{y one feature tPLt 1207)- sontairr,led an assemblage af wo*edflntthxmay dateto
the Mesofitiis/Bffily Neolithic pedod, atthouglr a number of,residual worked flinrs of
these periods were found elsewhere. These were dispersed acrgss the site and forrned
no obvious saocentratianx,but'$rdisatethathunter-gattwre.r groups eithsr exploited or
passed through the area. The small number of sites on the Coastal Plain {for gazetterr
see Pitts lgSl) t$dtlbsl;ltex lv{esolithic urrd ac,o.ar in close proximity to the coast or
rivers and streams, where probable seasonal e4ploitation of the wulable ressurces
toak place. No Neolithic feaft.res were {acated, althouglr residual flinfivork across the
site from this period indicates tlnt. hrxtt@ of animals and processing of meat was
ta&ittg place. As meationed *ave {Butler, Ihe Flini} aon-buating a*tivtas arc
represented by the presrlrwe af a flaked axe asdpolished clnrr;1.

Ididdle Blrsnw LgE

Indirect evidence of a Mddle Braszr- Age senlement wasfaund ar*8, site in the forrn
of a small $e$:ntwn cenetsry {Area B) nd a number of discrete prts, hwrfb, gdly
and qrell {Area D) and asgociated artefasts. Worked flint is *wderyread asross the sitE
both in sar*er$parary features" but also as rssidual finds in latnr feadvw and deposits.
This illustrates further that a;1rivrty in this area was present" on the iacrease, and of a
mete perfianent Mrrre. F:vrdexrco of damestrc sfructures was *:rrrfarAlfa&nly La&kie$
and rwy e*ber have not survived larter agricularalprafiices or tryas located away kom
the marn etrcav&rcn &rffis. Reeent work by O#ord Arctrawlogy on the A3:80

By-pass tocxrt& a nid-late Bronzn Age enclosed sefflement
appraxim6e,ly 8O0m north-ea$ Df ttw srte rrnd tht* rnay be broadly catfre{npataty-
Hearth 666 and Well 614 in addition to further more enigmatic features suggest some
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form of domestic activity, although this does not appear to be particularly
@ncentrated. The well is currently the only Middle Bronze Age example that has
been located on the Coasatr Ptairl although TrteBranza exarnples have been located
at Selsey (Seager-Thomas 2001a). Unfortunrtely the lack of datng evidenrn, or even
excavaho4 of the lowest filUs of Rsundstone La$e Well rnean that it remains
unknown over whichperiod this feature r,ras in use. It would appffit though tllm;titwas
deliberately bacldlled {some nnight say rituatly} based on the quaxities of 'slilrig

shot', burnt flinq bone and charcoal within its upper fills. It is possible that some form
of revetti4g was in place a&i$st the sides of the vel| as this would explain the
sbarma| patches noted during excavatioa had become trryp&b€hi{d"

The cremation cemetery found in Area B only consisted of a small number of known
yes$els {three), althougb it is grite feasible that ur-ns, aod iaded pyre bases, buried ar
a shallower depth simply rryould not have survived later agricultural practices. Another
unknosra is whether any visible mofilments or raa.rkers were preser$ tho.ugh Ditch
545 to the north may }urve aded, as a boundary to the funerary area on this side. No
associat€d post-holes eiere found aad ploughing would have removed any trace of
mounds, and possibly my associated rrng gntlisl The lenglh of time this cemetery
was in use also cannct be established further than the chronological period into u&ich
it falls- Whether this was a small 'famlly gtollp' of relatwdy short duration or
represent$ a designated buriat ground serving a nearby settlement that rnay *tave
endured oyer a lorryer period cannot be ascertaind.

These vessels rryere clnstered around the eastern territu:nl of Ditch 545, wfuch alw
*$ttairred MBA pottery. Tbe apparently unused ufi well made flint tool {more
dtagsosric of the Early Bronz* Age) found within tiis terminal nrtuy srggest an earliet
date tban that of the crernalion vessels.

A number of MBA urnd rr;r:inatrsn cerneteies or individual irterments have been
di:rr.vered tnrogentyears on the'l{est Sussex CoastalPlen. Topsoil stnppngpnar to
aggfegate e*tactioo Et the exfensive Carillion Quarries at DraytonLa*4 Oving has
raveald a number of internments in groups (Priestley-Bell 2ffi1)- Three ums lrere
found at St Thomas a'Fle*ket Cfurcly 

"adharrt 
{Kirk t996)" A single urned crelrnation

raras located within a snrall pit on the route of the Rustington By-pass {Rudling and
Gilkes ZCf4',17) and aMBAurn qras also located onthe rovte of the AxngrnenngBy-
pass, although the lark of associated burnt bsne nray exrAvde this fisd frorn being a
fwterary deposit.

It is becoming apparent tbat due to an increare in the amount of arc*n*logscal
invesrigations on tlre Castal zuin in the last decade of, so, pnmanly drives by??G16,
our vieui has significantly ct:nnged reg;afiing the understanding of MBA s*tlemerfi
witlltr, '\tr area. Settlerge$t and latud use during this period is darly w*b gterter
and d*nxr tha bad previously ber,nthoustl A likely reaffia for the eppurent densify
of grch arirt'rrty is the tefirtrtr,y of the soil asd i* suttabflity for zustaining arL ffiaeamy
based anfannrng.
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Late Bronze AgefE,ar5,y Iron Age

The features of this period are widely distributed across the area with no real coherent
pattern or soncentration. It is quite possible therefore that the er(evated areas lay on
the periphery of the main area of settlement. It is possible this focus lay c. 800m to the
north-east of the site, where more grbstantial rernains of this period rvere located
during O$ord Arctueology's work on the by-pass.

Gully 414 (Arez A) was fiound to be in-filled rvith considerable dumps of bumt flir*.
This material was present across the whole site and found in feanres of dl dates and
is thought to be the waste product of cooking activities. The quantity of zuch material
within this gully trd€&r- suggesf that this activity was takiag place nealby, or flmy
indicate the presence of a 'burnt mount' in the immediate area. Such burnt flint
con€entrafions are not cgmmon oo th€ Ceastztl?tarry h* xe iscreasing in number as
fieldwork (generally fieldwalking) identifies potential sites zuch as at Bilsharn"
Fening and Sompting (Dunkin 2W: 63,69 arid75).

Ditch 5A4 {.Area B} which for its large siz.e yielded very little in the way of datable
pottery, appffirs tn dare fo this period. Tbis rn{or und€rfaking in tersrs of efforr and
manpower snakes distinctly around the earlier cremations and Ditch 545, suggesting
perhaps *nt tt was avoiding visible nlgnuments in the landscap€ that *ill held
meaning to the people constrncting it. It is likely also that an up-cast bank was present
on the southem side of this difch judging by the asy:mmetrical inffihng, and room just
exists betwren the ditch and the cremations for this. Whether this served a defensive
purpose {no evidence of a palisade was located), defined a spw:.erl arffi' or was aland
division was not established. Its fuU extent also is not known" althougb a similar sized
feanrre crossed F.vah:gltias Trench 5 some 8Om io the aorflr-srest. Urforfltnately,
petrochemical contamination in this wa prevented, any further excavation and no
surface artefacts were avulabLe for collection.

Gullies 541, 543 and 552, aad Post-hole 55S {Area B) are all likely to be broadly
reot*ntporary $llth ea*b other andba$d on ihr* sherds from Gu1try 54, {Ffi 5+2},
only one sf vfurchwas diagnastie these may tentative,ly be dat& to this period. Their
purpose "s Lrnel"xrr, b* they tnay have served as misor boundalies, possib$ helping fo
demark,inconjunctionrryithDitch 504,tlteinternme$s ofthen ancestors. Cnrllies541
and543 ntay defrne af,ornrer *ackway.

The large pit {Contex 656, Arra D) rnay have served a storage functiog possibly a
sump far the collgion af water for hvestprk> but appears to have extd& its life a
rubbish pit. To the east, Prt 678 rcay have seryed as rrudime*ary ovmlheanh, *itttr
tlne asl;rlitx& staketroles artrrrrrg as a *anre frorn nftich faod etc. ecrudd be srspendd
over the fire. These features illustrate ther"LF.NEIA ac/rivity was still present at the
site, but as with the MB{ tta widerca of stq.rcf,ures relatng n habitatron vtete
located- Rrcent excavations at Ford Aerodrome {Place 1999) locate'd extensive Late
Bronze Age ditchd fields and dratretvays and furfher a*nwty of this penad has been
loczted at Yapton {Rrdlitg 19f37).These s*es x*erte that during this period the
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Coastal Plain is likely to have been an important region for both agriculture and
settlement.

Late lron Age

This period is only represented by one probable ftature at the site: Ditch 976 (Area
C), although Ditch 672 (AreaD) may also have been of this date, It would eppeair *rrt
by this time" settlemers had shifted even further away from the current excavation
areas- The lack of pottery of this perid generally suggests either agriculture had
stopped at the site or, more probably, did not involve manuring with domestic refuse.
As such it is quite probable tha srea at this time was utilised for pastoralisnq perhaps
interspersed with short periods of cultivation. Elservhere on the Coastal Plai4 there is
good evidence for sefflernent, cultivation and frinerwy ̂ sfi,nty in this period fBedwin
amdlJrolgxe 1985, Fitzpatrick 1997).

RomanrBritish

The best evidence of occupatio4 and indeed the formal division of the landscapg
comes from this prx:rod. Although some of the field system andtrarkway ditches rnay
have originated in the earlier periods this is uncertain due to the Roman activity.
Definite domestic occupation was occurring at the Roundstone l-ane site for the first
time. The Roman activity was concentrated primarily within Area C, although some
evidence of outlying features, mainly prabably field ditches, is present within Area A
(Ditch 40S) and Area D {e.g. Ditch# &, 604, 60g and Urned Cremation 610).
Atfhough Ditch 408 dates to the late 1o cenfrrry, the focus of srch early Romano-
British activity is concenffatd within a defined areatourards the south-eastem corner
of Area C {e-S.Ditches 846" g&8, !A4?, Ytt !W9, LA29 a^d probably LA3T, tnd the
pox pit structure to the east ofPit LME.

It is unfortunate fiirt the excavation area did not extended to the south ofthis discrete
area as it is liksty to have revealed the core of this ts; cenrury occupation area.
Assemblage* of tile found yrithin these eady pits and ditchss suggest that a structure
incorporating tile within its wa[s, or associated hearths was probably locatd dose by
and formed the main house of this eady, probably lo*stafns agriculturat, settlement.
Ditch LMZ nay have served as a norfhern boundary, perhrys of an enclozure, that
must have turned southwards or terminated at some point berween the edge of the
excanabi'snand the posr pit sfrucrure.

This ditch silted up by c. AD 60, during which time a nurnber of broken
vessels srere cast into it- The absence of any tile &agments ryithin the fills of this dirch

{Fills 1043 and fiaa} $ggest t}raf the pr$rtive structure was still probably $tanding. A
parallel ditch was subsquenrly dug to the north (Ditch gSSl possibly ts increase the
stze of theputative enclozurg with the nw areilbeing used for ces#rubbish pits. This
neur ditch atso siltd vp {agarn lncorporxary rrrrabraded sherds), but the amsunt of
charcoal and tile late on in its infilling may indicate that the structure may have gone
out of use, possibly as late as c. AD 100. The tbree pits in this area. wer:e probably
contemporary with Dirch 9S8 and ceirtainly were used as cesspits, although whether
this was their origfual fimction is not clear. F'g[t4 good quantities of tile and
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charcoa! predominantly within the upper fills of Pit 1009 (Fill 1010, 1011 and rc24)
all indicate the demise ofthe structure.

This area of the site zubsequently went out of use and all trace of the pits and ditches
was concealod beneath an occupation horizon (Context 1041) that containd pottery
indicating that rubbish was still betrrg'mcarpor*&as larte as c. AD 150.

The tirnber-framed building (marked by the large post-holes l18l etc) almost
certainly concinued south beyond the limits of the excavation and as such its full
length is uncertain. The pottery evidence zuggests a construction date of between c.
AD 70-I2Q, but how long lived it was is more difficult to ascertain No tiles were
found in association with this structure, so it is unlikely to be the putative $tructure
mentioned above although it n:rry have been contemporary with it and if roofed, was
likely to have been thatched. The function of this building whether domestic or
agintlfrra\ is uncertain.

Gully llg3 (and re-cut 1199) zurrounding this structure could only be dated
imprm,isely to the early Romano-British prxiod, and unforttnxely no *ratigraphrc
relationships exist that indicated whether the structure or enclosure came first tlrough
looking at their positioning it is probable both rryere in existence together. Gullies
l}g3 and 1107 to the west of Pit 1048 in conjunction with Gully lL93 appnt to form
e flrdffierrtery enclo$re and entrance- The tnrncatd remains of features 846 and 854
to ttreeast also aryear to have berlrt excavrf;& ewly within this period-

The extent of the and ditch syst€m surrounding the early occupation of this
farrnstead is uncerfain. Virhrally all of the ditches cartafued much later Rsman fitrds
assemblages, and where early ones were located they are small and likely to be
residual. The reason for this is almost cert:irrtly due to the maiotenance of the ditches"

W desilt;rrg, in the later Roman period removing the earlier fills with the associated
re,ftse. As such it is quite probable tllrrt nzrry of the ditches dated to the later Roman
period were in ta$tttruse during the 1o century AD, if not earflrer.

The main traclanay, or perhaps more corectly droveway, appears to have been that
ruarked by Ditches 944 ard 932. Remains af *meralled surface survived in a hollow
and presumably the remainder of any surface had been lost to plougbing. Although it
is irrpossible to be cerfain this track may be the eartiest as it has a similar onwtanon
to the I-ate kon Age ditch (976) to the east but is at an angle to most of the
presumably field ditches eiths side. If this was a well established exly rovte, perhaps-for 

driving livestock across the coastal plairq then the smaller trar)<vray, marked by
Ditches 810 and 8L2, rnay have been add& later. This secondtry fiaskvtay's genwal
west-north-west to east-south-east alignment heads towards the Angmering Roman
Villa (out of use by c AD 160) and rrry have been establishsd in the l" csnt$ry
during the formal creation of the Roman fietd systern It is interestiqg to note that
most of the field boundaries aligred with this, rsthrr tltantbe mafrrt tra*lL

Within the period AD $A-27O further ditches appear to have been excavated although
there is little uniforrrity in their orimfiatian These, no doubt demarked areas of the

site, but do not appear to affitally enclose anything althouglr Ditch 1095 in
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conjtrnction with Gully 1193 does restrict access from the north to Pit/well 1048-
Additionally, the double row of post-holes that were undated in this area possibly
formed a structure tbat may have been related to the use of the pit/well.

A row of roughly square cut post-holes may represent a fairly substantial fence line

and is broadly contemporary rvith Ditch 864 and oven 884 to the wsst. Ditch 850,
possibly origina[y draining into Pit/Well 1048 was present at this time and lower fills

*ittti" itt" pit also date to this period. It has been srggested that this pin may be of
rrrfrral ongia being caused by dissolution of the underllng chalk strata. The sub-

surface collapse can cause circrilar sink holes te trpqar at ground level which tend to
hmre a wide opening that ruurows with depth {David Bone Pers. comm-). Recent
examples of such phenomena are knourn on the West Sussex Coastal Plain zuch as at
Slindon" Fontwell and Chichester (McDowell 1986). It is not inconceivable that zuch
an occl}lrence happened at the site and it was subsquently utilised by the inhabitants
with the r.roounding gullies positioned around it for reasons of safety. It is possible

that this largehola provided zhandy for wa.ter (hence Ditctl850 drahing
into it) and there is a possibility the feature was indeed the remains of a badly
slumped well- Although tbe &ge of crrt would rq42esr to be very close to tF timber
building this woutd only be the construction trenctg which would be bacldlled after
construction of the shaft lining. Ahhougb a certrlral shaft was located no lining was
noted, suggesting if this was a well at any time it was robbed out and the resultant
hole used for rubbish dispoxl. The presence of a nurnber of cow asd horse skulls
packed tightly into a shallow pit on the easlern edge of Pit/well 1M8, together with a
iarge number of flint nodules may represent ritualistic offrings to the gods for good
l1rJk on completion of the well (such deposits are known at rertais villa buildings
each associated with a new built part of the building- D. Rudlfutg pers. comm,)
abandonment of the site. Equally they may represent offerings to appease the gods

md avgid any further subsidence.

Further ditches were added ttroughout the period AD 27A4O0t prezumably marking
out further division#sub-divisions within the fields surrounding the settlement. Many
of the probably earlier ditches were also cleaned out though some were allowed to silt
vp andgo out ofuse.

The north-sowh aliped arrangement of post-holes running south of Ditch 944, rnthe

absence of any other post-holes, probably formd a boundary. The small patc,h of flint
cobbles lying within a depression (Contexr 1015) was cut by post-hole 926 and may
have sefved as an errtranoethatwaslater blocked.

The corn dryer and associated drainage gully appear to have been in use up until the
late 46 century, and possibly as eady as AD 270. T"lw sor* dryer itself would have
been regularly cleaned out and only contained later pottery. Use was made of tiles in
its constnrction, including box flue tiles hetping to form the two west€rn flues- This

sgucture may hurc served a dual purpose: both dry:rrrg grarn for storagg but also
rnaltieg grain for makiog ale. The high number of sprouted grains within the marn

flue chamber provides good evidence for this latter use. This structure rtPY bave
enddup as a-rudmenzry oven as rernains of burnt animat bones were found within
it. A number of probable ovens (i.e. Contexts 884, 906, lO45 and 169) in a rough line
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to the east of the corn dryer may have served as bread ovens. The many finds of
broken quern stone fragments indicate that flour was being produced at the site and a
further fragment was found in the garden of 4 Mll Road Avenue c. 500m to the
north-west (SNR No. 22a7). Domestic settlement during this late period is again
likely to have besn focused just to the south of Area C, however, acf,iltrrttJ, apparently
associated with agricultural work and refuse disposal, extended further to the north
than before.

Throughout the entire Romano-British occupation of the srte, evidence for domestic
strucfures is lacking. Three linear gullies (Contexts 1236" L238 afr l24q atthe mrfh
central area of Area C were originafly thought to relate to a tinrber beam-slot building.
ff seems more probable that thcse were simpty gullies thar may have forrred a srnall
enclosure. These features were cut by alarge area of intercutting pits (Contetds 1278,
etc.) tbat eppenr to be evidence of very late activity ralating to the extraction of some
raw rwteia\ possibly the Brickearth or underlying gravels for an unknown purpose.
A similar, albat smalter, feafire (Conte* 1290) to the nortlr-east may relateto similar
arttvd,rty. Considering the position of these two areas of 'diegings' in relation to the
secondary tracfuay, marked by Ditches 810 and 8L2, it is probable that the pits were
dug after this trac,k had fafien out of use.

The evidence for Romano-British activity at the site fits in well with other known
findspots and sites in the area- The zcnvtty here may urell have fornred part of a wider
picture of outlying 'p€asant' farmsteads that fell under the control of local villas.
Whether ar ils yet unlosted villa thx continud in use after the knoqm sne lies close
by is not known. The possible site of a bathhouse approximately 800m north-west of
the development site at TQ 066046 was zuggested in the middle of the last century
(SMR 2265) and this may form part of a second villa complex. A further bafhhouse
(out of use by about the end of the 3d cenntry) is located on the westef,n slopes of
Highdown Hill, approximately l.5km east of the development site and is thought to
relate to a villa that is located further west (Burstow and l{ilson L939}. The area
covered by such activity is likely to have been considerable as numerous finds of
coins" pottery, tiles, quernstones, cresntions and features such as pits and ditches
have been found within a wide area around the site- It seems probable that the
farnstead tocated \ilithin the development site formed part of a nefwork of such sites
tbatware governed by one or more of the villas that are tnoram or poxrilat&.

AngloSaxon

A 10m length of east/west uliped ditch (Contex 700) terminating within Area D was
the only feature that falls within this period and is probably early Anglo Saxon rn' date
though the pottery could be intrusive/residual. In the absence of any further features
oftlis date andthsfasrthatthe full exfent of tlis feanre was not exposed, little more
can be said regarding its function. Although the Coastal Plain is rich in Anglo-Saxon
plase names and churches, and was heavily populated at the time of Domesday (Bell
1978, 5O), evidence of early Angilo-Saxon settlement within the immdiate area is
rztlter scant" Recent rescue excavations by tbe Oxford Archaeological Unit along the
route of the Angmering By-pass c. 0.5km easr of the development site did however
revealed evidence of Anglon- Sa;ron settlement. Two previous finds of metalwork in
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this area may sugge$t the presence of pagan inhumations, or could be accidexal
losses. It has been zuggested that some of the excavated stnrctures found in
association with the p4gan Anglo-Saxon cemetery on ffighdown tfiff, c.2krn east of
the development site, may be evidence of a contemporary settlement @ell 1978, 46-
7).

Medieval

No evidence of mdieval settlernent within the development site was located. Abraded
pottery sherds were found within the topsoil and ploughsoil and these are taken as
indicaiors of manuring of the land which was no doubt under agriculture during this
period.

Post-medieval

Little evidence for post-medieval actltty at the site was located, with the exception of
r small number of artefacts located within the topsoil and ploughsoit" These
prezumably mark the continuing use of manuring on the land from the preceding
petioa- The onty fature datod to this period is Ditch 406 in Area A (also located in
bvaluation Trench 2, Contefi. 278) wlnch is clearly deprciren on the Tithe map of
1833-9 thougb it was gone by lg7g. Study of the a* t*- century cartographic
sources shows the site to be entirely under cultivation (much as allotments) with the
only buildings lying outside of the northern site boundary.

toz
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Plate l: Romano-Brltlsh Corndryer (Context 10,63)
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Plate 2: Romano-British Trackway (Conte,xt 934)



Plate 3: Mlddle Bronze Age Well (Context 614)

Plate 4: Romano-British Urned Cremation (Context 610)
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