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Introduction 
1.1 Archaeological Services WYAS were commissioned by Mr I. Cowell of 

Cowell Construction Ltd. to undertake a watching brief on land at Hillcrest 
Mount, Castleford prior to the construction of five residential buildings. The 
site is centred at NGR SE460 248 (Figs 1 and 2) 

1.2 The geology of the site has been mapped as Lower Magnesian Limestone 
(British Geological Survey 1978). The fieldwork was carried out between 27 
August and 18 September 2002, in order to identify, record and investigate any 
archaeological features and deposits revealed during the stripping of topsoil 
prior to the excavation of the building footings. 

2. Archaeological Background 
2.1. Aerial photographs have identified the presence of a large sub rectangular 

enclosure (PRN977), located 200m south east of the development area. This 
appears to have internal divisions, while the presence of ditches may represent 
an associated field system. The crop marks appear to indicate that some of 
these ditches extend towards the development area. 

3. Method 
3.1 The work has been carried out in accordance with the agreed specification for 

the watching brief issued by WYAS Advisory Service. 

3.2 The area of the housing plots 2, 3, 4 and 5 was stripped to the natural using a 
360 mechanical excavator with a 2.00m ditching bucket under the direct 
supervision of a qualified archaeologist. Following consultation with WYAS 
Advisory Service, the area of plot 1 was not monitored because it was located 
within the footprint of a previous building. 

3.3 All exposed surfaces were hand inspected for archaeological remains. All 
features encountered were excavated and the resultant sections were cleaned, 
drawn and photographed. Recording followed the Archaeological Services 
WYAS standard method (Boucher 1.995). 

4. Results 

4.1 T he stratigraphy uncovered comprised 0.20-0.30m of dark grey brown clay
silt topsoil above 0.10-0.20m of loose mid reddish brown silt-sand subsoil 
overlying a solid light grey limestone natural. 

4.2 Plot 2 (Fig. 3) produced two garden features and a series of features that may 
be post-holes. The post-holes consisted of eight circular or sub circular post
holes and may form a fence line aligned north-south. These post-holes were 
between 0.35-0.60m in width and 0.1.5-0.42m in depth. The profile varied 
from either a broad to narrow U shape (Fig. 5). The fills varied between mid
dark solid orangey brown clay and mid reddish-brown solid sandy silt. The fill 
of post-holes 002, 014, 016 and 022 contained occasional burnt stones. Seven 
sherds of pottery were recovered from post-hole 016, but their fabric and date 
were not clearly determined and may be of later prehistoric or post-Roman in 
date (Section 5). A ninth post-hole, 026, that was only partially exposed may 
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also be associated with this fence line as it contained a similar fill and was of 
similar form, and may indicate a continuation of the fence line to the east. The 
garden features in this plot (004 and 006) were similar to those identified in 
Plot 3 (Section 4.4). 

4.3 One square (008) and one rectangular feature (024), located to the north east 
of the possible fence line, were also observed in Plot 2 (Fig. 3). Their function 
is unclear, although they may represent additional garden features. They were 
between 0.50-0.60m in width and 0.18-0.22m in depth with a broad U shaped 
profile and were filled with soft light-dark reddish brown sandy silt. 

4.4 Plot 3 (Fig. 4) consisted of a number of features thought to be associated with 
the garden of the original bungalow. The garden features were typically 
elongated rectangles, squares or were irregular shaped in plan. All of the fills 
of these features consisted of a mid brown clay fill and were heavily root 
disturbed. 

4.5 The stripping of plots 4 and 5 revealed no archaeological features. 

5. Artefact Record 

Later prehistoric or post Roman pot by C.G Cumberpatch 

5.1 Seven sherds of pottery weighing ninety-five grams were examined. Four of 
the sherds joined to form the rim of a jar-like vessel and the fabric of all was 
so similar that it is probable that they were all from the same vessel. 

5.2 The fabric 

The vessel or vessels were made of an extremely distinctive fabric 
characterised by the presence of large white inclusions in a dull orange fabric 
with a grey, reduced, core. On examination the larger inclusions proved to be 
of two types. The first, which appeared to be the commoner, were large grains 
(up to 2.5mm in length) of a sandstone-like rock composed of smaller grains 
of quartz. The second (up to 7mm in length) appeared to be a soft, non
crystalline rock, probably chalk or soft limestone. These grains could be easily 
scratched with a scalpel blade. In addition the fabric contained abu ndant grains 
of rounded to sub-rounded quartz grit up to lmm in length. Thin linear voids 
gave the fabric a somewhat laminated appearance and contributed to a 
tendency to crack and flake. The combination gave the fabric a rather coarse 
appearance and a crumbly texture. 

5.3 The Vessel 

The vessel appeared to be an everted rim jar with a pronounced shoulder and a 
wide body. 

5.4 Dating and identification 

The fabric is an unfamiliar one and further work is required before it can be 
satisfactorily dated and ascribed to an appropriate regional tradition. At present 
it appears unlikely to be of medieval (post-Conquest) date, but may be later 
prehistoric or post-Roman. 
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6. Conclusion 
6.1 Archaeological investigations located a series of garden features associated 

with the former property that stood on the site. A possible fence line was 
identified, with one post-hole (016) containing pottery of either prehistoric or 
post-Roman date. None of the ditches identified by the aerial photographs and 
thought to extend towards the development area were identified. 
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Appendix I 

Inventory of primary archive 

File no. Description Quantity 
--.. ·-•- • -•¥-• ~·~---- ---·- -·--• ----·-• -·--·· .. ·- ---- ·-----

Context register 1 x A4 

1 Context cards 26 x A4 

1 Photographic record sheet 2 X A4 

1 Colour slide film 1 

2 Drawing register 1 x A4 

2 Drawings 5 
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Appendix 11 
Inventory of contexts 

·------~·-Context Description 
-·-···-··-w•W••~~·· ~-···•--·------------•· ..,,,, , ___ ,,,.,-~-·-· 

001 Fill of post-hole 002 

002 Cut of post-hole 

003 Fill of garden feature 004 

004 Cut of garden feature 

005 Fill of garden feature 006 

006 Cut of garden feature 

007 Fill of post-hole 008 

008 Cut of post-hole 

009 Fill of post-hole 010 

010 Cut of post-hole 

011 Fill of post-hole 012 

012 Cut of post-hole 

013 Fill of post-hole 014 

014 Cut of post-hole 

015 Fill of post-hole 015 

016 Cut of post-hole 

017 Fill of post-hole 018 

018 Cut of post-hole 

019 Fill of post-hole 019 

020 Cut of post-hole 

021 Fill of post-hole 022 

022 Cut of post-hole 

023 Fill of post-hole 024 

024 Cut o f post-hole 

025 Fill of post-hole 026 

026 Cut of post-hole 
--·------·-·-· -------·-

Hillcrest Mount, Castleford 
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Appendix Ill 

Inventory of artefacts 

Fabric Context SF no. Quantity Details 

Hillcrest Mount, Castleford 

Pottery 016 7 Sherds of late prehistoric or post Roman 

Total 7 
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Appendix IV 

Specification for archaeological watching brief 



---~---------·--·------····----
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Spccificati;)n fo r Watching Brid: fi, f· Dctadt1..d Houst-s - grounds o!' ·•CynJor '·~ 

Hilkrcst \lount . Ca~tldord ( cir(~a SL .t 61.l 2~8) 

Pla nning Permi <,sio n 02/99:'57DOiil 

Jntmdtt<'ti(Jn 

I ~ P1;1tmill6 rern~ : s-.; i ()!! (rer ~1(1. 0:? '1.)9,')7130 'B) :ms ~ICC !l obmi;H~Li t~)l the COliStruc<ion 
~)t fi, c detach:?ci houses i ~1 the ~:1rden c.f ··c.: ndor"·, Hitlcrcst \-f~1 ~1nL. Cas.tkt0~d. 

1.2 The \\'Y;\S ..\cl\ · i~. t"' !'Y Snvice h(l~js :uma! p!:n:ogniphs (sroreJ at 44.42.64.4S} ui'n large 
sub-rrctangu!nr e!1clost1rc wi lh inkrn<~i di,•isio,lS (PRN 9/7) anri -. ... hat may be ditches of .:m 
a::-sociated field ~:- ~t-::~1 . The ::n clos-.~r:.: ts lt::\s tiMn 200m. from ~he area of d~Yelopmcnt and 
tht> po':isibly HSsociatcd C.fl'pmark ditciws appear tv run into the area proposed for 
d·,'> c lnpmenl 

2. c~· c1era l ConsideraCions 

2. I Prior to the commem·.crpent of ony ·:vork, the archaeoiogkal conrracwr shotdd nmtim1 tn 

v.-ritir:g adh:rcnce to this specifi.cu\ion, or stak twith rc:asons) any ~roposu!s to "ruy the 
speciiicatil.'ll. Should \ ~1e comm~ to:· v,.;sh to \:ary til.:: specification, then \Hit<en confi tmation 
of th(' as.r~cm::!ll nf the W'{A.S Ad.v i~or,· Sl'JTicc ro anv w.riations is re<.~<.lired prior to work 

L..· .. "" i 

·,'Oi~~ m;:t~~i ng. Tl1t: aJ\:haco logis~ <.:":-ryi:1g out 1.h(· \\atching brie!' sho ... ild b<: <:1ppmpri.atel~· 

quai i!icd and expnit:!h:d . An:· tcchni.:a) queries arisin.s; fro:11 the spec. itica~ion dctaikd bekn'-' 
should he addressed to the \VYAS AJvisorv Scn'i<.:e 11 'irholli ddcn. - . 

3. Fieldwork ~1dhodolo~ 

:- .l A:. an:hi!eologist ~hould b:.' present on site cttmng tbe ~xcavation of any area below a 
ckp!h .-·f 0 . 1 5m. (appn1x ~~~1ate ! y six inches), wllelhl'r ihis cxcu vr~ tion is for foundations, service 
trencf:l:s, areas ~tripped for c.lriH:'" a~s or ~t)ft !antiscaping. Th-:: an.: liaeologist ~hould view tb.:: 
are<: ;\5 it is be in~ dug, <tnd any trend1 seuions after exca\ ation has been completed. \Vherc 
arc!:<.~~~)k'g) i ~ judged w oe prcsenL the c;...c.avatGd (:~rea siwuld be rapiJly cleaned and the 
·l::t·d for !'Llrther w0rk c.ssc~.'lcd. \Vllcre approprime. <ill), f~atures and find::. sb:·.uld then be 
qui,·~: :y lMnd e>.ca,·~tc.'d. S<·l ~·ppkd and recorded. 

· 2 t.:xc;;'. \'<:lld $Oti ;;hn ~ . . : he seard1ed ::.1s prw:.:tic •::.bl~ k1r linds. The prt:sem:c anc.l nature of 
i 9:i: and 20 1~ century !~1Jterial should ~e noted. but finds o:· t:1:s d~tk ncec..i not be r~tained for 
p ro~;t'SSing . 

3.3 Th:: actuai (l!"t:'3S or grou:1d d;sturb<·lil<X, and any tcntures or possible mcbal!ological 
,:(mcern noted wit!1 in these areas. sbo Llld be accurately io~:ate.d on a sire plat~ arid re ': ·~:ded by 
( 10ro:_:n:ph:: . ~t<:k U !'<.i\':in~s {in::: l uj i.ng hcighl <lbove 0 D "t and writtet~ de~t r~pti~l;1 sufficient 
~l) pcrmi! the p:·::par.tl iu:l l.) r· a !"t:j)lll't \.~11 lhc..~ s i ~t;'. 

\-1 fh t> intenti<-'11 of ~he arc..:hneC'iogicitl .. .-archmg brid is lh l[ to tn: ·Ju!y dc tay the \\'l.•rk of otht!r 
contr•tl.'to:·s on sit:·. Thi:' wc,rl-: ~ honk! not, thcrdi.>rc pr~;·.; udice the. r•rogre.~. s cf the main or 
suh~:id:ary t c..1ntrc:H·tor' s W•) !k. excc;:>t b:' f,~:-ior agreenKm and on-s ite ((J-Op~n.Hion. 

- -- ---·--- ·- - - ---· - -- ---- --·--·· - - - - -
'"lv·!QO? i 

··------·---~----' 



3.5 The ~-:. :-d1:~co J ogisT on sit~ "'ill narumJiy operme with Jue rcg2.:.-d fo r Health ~tnd Safc:ty 
i~..~gul ::~r i o:15 In !!1\s case . v .. · h ~!·c a:-dl::lec•k'gi::aJ work is carrio:d l)Ut at the s<.U11L' lmK as the 
work ()f o~hc'! ' cnt:l ra.:t.ors, r-:-gard :::1:):: ld al-;c) he ~~ikc not any reasonable c.Hldi(iu::-tal conslraints 
tnat tht: :-:;c c tmlr[lCrors may impt)~c' . T 11 1s \.\ t)rk lll2) ;e~uire the pn .. ·paration of ;.:. R.i sk 
Ass::-;~me nl nr' the· site. in acco;·danct· v. iLh the Hcr-:ith and Safe t;. at \\'c1rk Regulations, The 
W't' AS a nd its oificers cannot be held rc.,ponsible for any accidents that ma} occur to 
outsidt• cuntnu:tors engaged to undcr·take this survey while attt:mpting to conform to 
thi~ S(l~cificati on. 

4. 1 Should there be. in :ht! pro f-:sswna l jt:dgcmcnt er' the an: h~te< ) logi sr en site, unexp~ctcdly 
significant or comp ~ ex di scoveries ml'ldc rllm v:~rmnt more ud ailcci rcco:ding th <:1n po~sihk 
within the te1ms ,} I' thi s !ip t:'Ci tication, ihen the ar<:ilaeo logical contractor is t.o urgently contact 
the WYAS AdYi sory S~n · ~ -= with l~K' rdcv;~nt m fo rmation to enable the matter to be resolved 
with tl:c dc...-ek p•:- r. 

4.2 Any human renmins that are di scovered must initially be le ft in-situ, cove.red and 
protected . If rcmov:::J is necessary , Lhi s must comply with the r~levm1l H,)mc Office and any 
\ H;al en vironm~ntr1lltcalth regula1ion-;. 

4 .~ Th::! Lcr:.: s of the Trcasun~ A.ct. 19% !11ll ~ t he J()ilowcd with regard to any linds, which 
mighr bl l with i!: its :;1L::-v!cw. !\ny such tl :1d:; must bt! removed to a safe plflce and reported to 
rhc local coroner "s req•.ti rc::d ny the pr<xcdurc-s bid t~own in th~ ·'Code of Practice'' . \'Vl1ere 
removal cannot be effected '-~:1 th<:: :mme ,...,ori<.ing day as the discovery, suitabk se.curity 
in<:!a~ <.l :-:~.s must be rnh:e:; w protect the li nds !'n~m theft . 

5. !\1onitorin~ 

S.l !'he rcCO!thng exi..' ::(' : ::; ~· WJ ll b~· r~wrll :• 1rdi <~!'> nc:cc:s:::<H'V and pmcti.cablc ;>y rh<: \V 'r.' / \ .:., Adv!sorv 
Sen·!ce in Jts wk a~ 'nlnl\ot·' cl rh ~.: CCH.i nt~'s arc h.~eol~J~~· . Th<:' i \ (h-isc.Jrv Scn 1cc shou!d recein · ?.:: 

I ... ..... I 

much notice: a~ po-;s1hlc..: in w1·iting (•u:d certainiy nor k s:s than (l!H: \V<.:c:k) o f the ;_<'ltencion to ~tart 

rh: w::~~c!<in~ brici. ;\ cnpv of the arcb~O iOgle<l.l ccmr:-tctm ·s risk assessment ot tht: sit..: ~hmLld 

:1Cl:• · · Lhe !·le ti .~ C~t tio:: . 

6. Po~ t-Lxl'avnt ion/Post-Recordin~ Wor k a n<l R eport Pn: pa nttion 

6.1 On co;·npldion of the ficldwt:"rk. any sRmples ~h<~il b~ prm::essed and all tlnds shall be 
cleaned, ider. \i lieu, asses:,~d , datl~d r_if possible), marked (if appropriate) and prop~.:dy packed 
and t' lore<l in acctm hulcc \ViTh ti1c requirements of nmional guidelines. A fuity indexed field 
archive ::;hall he compiled consisting of all primary \\rillcn doCLtmenr::., plans, seclions, and 
fully labelled photographs. Lahd ling should be in inde lible ink on tht! hack of the prim and 
shouid include film and !'mm~:.~ nunib~r: date rc~~ordcd and photographer's na:ne; name and 
address of site. nat ional );rid re ler.:n<.:e. Pho il) e'-raphic prints should be mo unted !n ilppropriatc 
archivaliv stab!e t'leeve$. A <.:uan tit icd i r.ti~x m lhc t!dd nrchive should i'orm un annendix to 

• J. J t 

the report . fh.e original archi-ve is 10 ac~nrnpany the deposi tion of any limb, providing the 
! andO\.\. ~icr agrees tc' th~ d cpcsiti\."~ 11 ~' r ti1~d s in a puhlicl) accessible archive (S~t: Section 7. 1 
hdow). ln rhc absence of d1.i s (!greem~n t t ~1c l! f: ;J drt:hiv~ (k ss tl.ads) is to be depo si lt:d in rh(; 
\\ 1 ..:- :=~ i \ ('f1~S~1i f(' S~v'fi,: . 
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6.2 A repon <; i'f'n.ii c..! !.~~ pmdt:~: e ci w pr• .. \\·;d<! baci ~ !·ou1 ~ d ; ,,f~~r:ration. a ,;amn1::.:ry l'i' th:: works 
.. _.,,~ -; .... _. , •'"! I , {,... o,;L"l"l j" 'l l"' "Ill ' \ ,~., ., .. ·1lr ""·,1"'-'"' ' 1.(111 tl l " '" '~'"ll lll . ., " '·lt" 1 lin c1 ,;, lt· l· · > n[;l~l('•~ \,.I,. j . \,.. ..... \. · 1. 1 ,_ ........ .._, ' ..... \,..! ' L. \ • .. - , , \, \... ' t '' \ .. t..L L • "- · · · : 1-...(.+ . .....~, .. IU • ·' - l ..... . 

D~·taib ot' •.!1:.· rt pun :, s ~ ·,\· am; ! ·l ,rn-: ~!l :~:L' t•.! ':;'.:' Li.et::.·nni ::;:.•d by th:: a~·Lh<H.'t•l og.ic ,l.l corw:actor. 
bu; it sho1da i !!C ~ t; c! .. ~ a ~-~1i i ~ ib l i~ ... )~rn ;-t ·: y, t~ qua nt li'ii..~l~ i:!t~l':\ IO the ;i~c archive ~Hlt~ as ea: 
appendix. 3 ('CIPY of this 5 p.:.~cifi~auon . ·1 :K· r.:: pt~<1 i [ h:s :~·mion~ shouU include, <15 a minimum. 
u loca:ion •11 ~1D m .1 ,·egs,) ttaHe scde ,•)[us i.'H~' ~i!·;:: \ 1:i :l!:' S ;-H1C: ohotot:r.raobs. 

• • '- • .... j 

6.3 lr' not:linfo; o!' <\rCh<.ll'(llogtt:al in kr~sl is iden1.i l:et! during Lht: courst: of the watching bri~!', 
then il StJI.lllllJt")' reDor: \\·ill t\c ackqLwtc:, ~s long as sufficic::1t dcmiis arc- suppiicd for SMR 
pllflJO~c~. 11!u:-tnttiuns \'.'l)Uid :lot be required. a :rhc·ug~l !f •.vm:Jci be amicip<Hcd th~1t biack and 
\'>h it::: prillts would form pan of the arcb;vc.l ri.'corl~ . . \ :-. ~l:·,,mary record should inciudc derails 
of the commissic,n.ing body, the nawrc :'!' ti1c· c\.-~'-'elopme.nl and re:;ufwnL ground disturbanc~ . 
the appn.>XittWtC po~i r ion o!' C::ll) ground uiSLl~rhanct: viev,:ed -.vith relation to adjatenl ~xi~t]ng 
tixed points, tht' J~tie!S ) \ 1 1" lit:Jt]v,·ork., iHl!lldS) (I ( tkJdworker(.s), and written obse rvattO!lS 011 

thl' 1: .1: '. rt· <1 n:.l i.it'pth ~!r J;;-p~_~-;its l)t)se.rv~d t_this may include mmotated sketch sections). 

bATh~' i"l' Plm ~;h l~uid i1e pnrduced w:,hi n lim:::: \·\eek ~: of<.:omp!etionof :he fiekiw:.nk, t~nless 
orh~~f\\'ISC' ag:-ced v. ilh tlie \VYAS Advisor~ Service. Copies of the repon ~hotild be supplied 
ro rhc '.;lit~nt, to tl:e r~le vunL Oi!itric..:l Pl'-lnning: Dt:partment. (l!ld the \Vest Yorkshire SMR. The 
repon wii! becPme public:y accessible c•nce deposited with the \Vest Yorkshire Sites and 
\"L:-nl~l 'l li::~ !~ \5 R;-:,::.; :·d. 

6.5 The att(lch~d sunumtry sheet should b.: comple-ted ru1d ~ubm:ttt.~d lO the WY /\S Advi:;ory 
Service for inclusion in :he sum;~wr:\ · c~f :-lrchaeo ~ ng:cal •vork in Wes: Ynr!-:~hire published 
biarmuaily b~~ tha1 off!c~ within Archo~·oio)::)-' and Archh·~;·:• in W"sl Vorkshire ... 

7. Dq ;osition of Archin• 

-: _ i Be~c)l"e c0m:nencinf, anv fic!dwr•:-1(. £h.c archaeo l;.)gical contn.tcwr must comact rhe 
rekvaat "Disr.:·ict nut::>cun: udw~-:o togic~1~ curator 1n writing (copied w rhe \VYAS Advisory 
Service) to L~eLermine lhe :1mseum's requircmcms fi)r the deposition or' an excavation archive. 
In thi:-: c't~~ th~ co:m:ct is Wakeficili Mctropoii.ran District Council \1us~um and Arts, 
Wakdidd ~ .... 1useum. Wood Street. Wakcfidd WFI 2EW: telephone 0192410535 1; Keeper of 
. \~\· 1:: : l~c!ogy · Pa~,., Jirdk iJiS. 

7.2 r ~ i~ lht poiicy \_\f \;<,'akei"ield !vfDC :\1~l scums ami Ans to acc·:~t compkt~ cxcavaticn 
an.:hh·es. jncit:ding prim(l:·y sire records and ~\~search archives and (inds, !'mm all ext:avations 
canied •.)U! in the District, which it s•:rws. 

7.3 lt b the rc::.ponsihiliry of lhe <1n.:hi..'.t:t'iog:!cal contractor to endeavour to obtain consent of 
Lhe lanl:\)\\ n.;;-r, in wriling. to the depesition of iinds with Wakcficld MDC Museum~ and Arts . 

i.4 1t is the responsibility of the archacoiog.tcal comra<.:tor LO mt::~t Wuke li t:ld lVbseums' 
requir.:'men ts w ith rc;>gard to the p:q.>r-mnion of :·klci\\"Orlc archives for d~po5i.rion . 

7.'::. The nnseum~. oi"i! c~r narr.c::d. in 7.1 above shouid be nmified in \l..'riting of the 
cnmmencemt!m of' !\eldwork at rhe 5ame t im~ ~s the West Yorkshire Sites and Monumenrs 
Rc-n ,iJ 

\\.est" YfJrkshire Archaeology St' n·ict' - A(h isor; St-rvicc 
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