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SUMMARY

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken on land off Fairway, Littleworth on
behalf of RPS, The evaluation comprised five trial trenches 2.5m wide totalling 172m
in length. Geological natural sand and gravel was exposed in all trenches. No

significant archaeological deposits or finds were recorded.

Trenches 1, 3 and 4 all contained modern disturbances in the form of a pipe, drain

and service trench cuts.
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1.2

1.3

1.4

INTRODUCTION

Outline planning permission has been granted for re-development on land off
Fairway, Littleworth, (Planning Ref: 18/28423/OUT). It was a requirement of planning
permission that a programme of trial trenching be undertaken prior to the
development, in line with a Written Scheme of Investigation prepared by CgMs
Consulting (Now RPS, Parker 2019) on behalf of the developer.

Archaeology Warwickshire were commissioned to undertake an archaeological
evaluation in accordance with the WSI prepared by CgMs Consulting and approved
by Staffordshire County Council. Fieldwork took place on the 5th August 2019. This

report presents the results of that work.

From an anticipated four trenches, the scope was increased to five trenches to
maintain the same coverage of trenching, as the site was restricted due to extensive

storage of crushed demolition rubble.

All work was carried out in accordance with the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
Standard and guidance for field evaluation (2014). The archive consists of paper
records only and will be offered to Staffordshire Potteries Museum for deposition. A

copy of this report will be submitted to Oasis (Appendix B).
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2.1

2.2

SITE LOCATION (from wsi)

The site is located approximately 1 km to the south-east of Stafford town centre and
comprises 23 hectares of land centred at National Grid Reference SJ 936 226. The
site is bordered to the north and south by areas of designated Green Networks with
residential dwellings beyond, to the east lies a further area of Green Network, whilst
to the west lie a mix of residential and industrial development and areas of Protected

Open Space.

The bedrock geology within the site consists of Mudstone and Halite-stone belonging
to the Mercia Mudstone Group Formation. Superficial deposits are sand and gravel

from the Devensian and Glaciofluvial Sheet Deposits.
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3.2

3.3

3.4

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

The following archaeological background has been reproduced from work previously
conducted by Archaeological Services (WYAS) at the site (Sales 2018a; 2018b),

supplemented where relevant by the results of that work.

No designated heritage assets are recorded within the application area although an
archaeological desk-based assessment suggests the potential for archaeological

activity remains.

The site holds the potential for prehistoric activity due to the close vicinity of the river
Sow although no evidence of activity dating to this period has been discovered to
date (Atkins 2009). The presence of a crop mark located south of the site could be

indicative of Iron Age occupation though this cropmark is currently undated.

Outside of limited pottery evidence found within the vicinity of the site, there does not
seem to be evidence suggestive of any significant Roman activity. The same can be
said of the site during both the medieval and post-medieval periods. This could be

due to the low lying marshy ground that the site sits within (Atkins 2009).
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

AIMS AND METHODS

The main aim of the evaluation was to determine the presence of any significant
archaeological remains in the area to be developed; to form an understanding of their

value and their potential to shed light on the subsequent development of the area.

Secondary aims included placing the results in their wider local and regional contexts

as appropriate.

The objectives were to locate, record and analyse archaeological materials and

deposits and to disseminate the results in an appropriate format.

The area was evaluated by means of 172m of trial trenching distributed across five

trenches, each measuring 2.5m in width.

Topsaoil, former ploughsoils and demonstrably modern overburden were removed by
an appropriate  machine using a toothless bucket under direct archaeological
supervision. Ground reduction was carried out in shallow spits until the uppermost
archaeological horizon, or the geological natural was reached (whichever was

observed first).
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5.3

RESULTS

The geological natural across the site was reddish brown sand and gravel (102, 202,
302, 402 and 502). It was exposed at a depth of 0.48-1m below the current ground

surface.

No significant archaeological features were encountered within the trenches. Where
not disturbed by modern services, the geological natural was directly overlain by a
simple sequence of reddish brown sandy loam subsoil overlain by dark greyish brown

topsoil.

Within Trench 1, two modern stone filled drains (103 and 105) cut the topsoil (100).
Trench 3 contained a modern service trench (303), whilst Trench 4 contained cuts for

two modern pipes (403 and 405).
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6.2

6.3

CONCLUSIONS

No significant archaeological deposits or finds were recorded on the site.

Trenches 1, 3 and 4 all contained modern disturbance, taking the form of drains, pipe

trenches and a service trench.

Modern disturbance encountered across the site is probably associated with the

former factory which has since been demolished.
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4: Trench 4, looking north-east
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A List of contexts
5 | =
Trench | Context | Description g %
ERlE

1 100 Dark greyish brown

sandy loam
1 101 Reddish brown sandy

loam
1 102 Mix of sand and sand

and gravel
1 103 Stone drain cut >2.5 | 0.7
1 104 Loose sandstone >25 | 0.7
1 105 Drain cut >2.5 | 0.33
1 106 Loose small to | >2.5 | 0.33

medium pebbles
2 200 Greyish brown silty

sand
2 201 Reddish brown silty

sand
2 202 Orangey brown sand

and gravel
3 300 Dark greyish brown

sandy silt
3 301 Dark reddish brown

sandy loam
3 302 Reddish brown sand

and gravel
3 303 Service trench cut >25 | 0.3
3 304 Red sand >25 [0.3
4 400 Brown sandy loam

Comment

(w)
ssauoIyL

0.8 Topsoil

0.30 | Subsall
Geological natural
Drain, unexcavated

Fill  of

unexcavated

stone drain

Drain, unexcavated

(103),

Fill of drain (105), unexcavated

0.44 | Topsoil

0.2 Subsoil

Geological natural

0.38 | Topsaoil

0.28 Subsaoil
Geological natural
Service trench, unexcavated

Fill

unexcavated

0.3 Topsoil

of service trench (303),
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401

402

403

404

405

406

500

501

502

Reddish brown sandy
loam

Reddish brown sand
and gravel

Pipe trench cut

Fill of modern pipe

trench

Pipe trench cut

Fill of pipe trench,
contains a 400mm

diameter cast iron

pipe

Greyish brown sandy
silt

Reddish brown silty
sand

Red sand and gravel

with brown mottling

>2.5

>2.5

>2.5

>2.5

0.5

0.5

0.7

0.7

0.18

0.5

0.16

Subsoil

Geological natural

Modern pipe trench,

unexcavated

Fill of modern pipe trench (403),

unexcavated

Modern pipe trench,

unexcavated

Fill of modern pipe trench (405),

unexcavated

Topsoil

Subsoil

Geological natural
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