DESK BASED ASSESSMENTS
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION

GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY

TOPOGRAPHICAL AND LANDSCAPE SURVEY
HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING

EIA AND HERITAGE CONSULTANCY

LIGHTSOURCE RENEWABLE ENERGY LIMITED

LAND AT MIDDLE BALBEGGIE, KIRKCALDY, FIFE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION DATA STRUCTURE REPORT

March 2016




Wardell Armstrong Archaeology
Cocklakes Yard, Carlisle, Cumbria CA4 0BQ, United Kingdom
Telephone: +44 (0)1228 564820 Fax: +44(0)1228 560025 www.wa-archaeology.com

wardell
armstrong
]

DATE ISSUED: March 2016

JOB NUMBER: CP11633/16

SITE CODE: BAL-A

OASIS REFERENCE: Wardella2-246434

GRID REFERENCE: Centred on NT 28934 95688
REPORT NUMBER: RPT-001

Lightsource Renewable Energy Limited

Land at Middle Balbeggie, Kirkcaldy, Fife

Archaeological Evaluation Report

PREPARED BY: EDITED BY: APPROVED BY:
Damion Churchill Richard Newman Frank Giecco

i o D /‘/
Project Officer Post-Excavation Manager Regional Manager

This report has been prepared by Wardell Armstrong Archaeology with all reasonable skill, care and diligence, within the terms of the
Contract with the Client. The report is confidential to the Client and Wardell Armstrong Archaeology accepts no responsibility of
whatever nature to third parties to whom this report may be made known.

No part of this document may be reproduced without the prior written approval of Wardell Armstrong Archaeology.

£
an_ DESK BASED ASSESSMENTS
Recycled ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATION
Wardell Armstrong Archaeology is the trading name of Wardell Armstrong LLP, Registered in England No. 0C307138. GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY
Registered office: Sir Henry Doulton House, Forge Lane, Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 5BD, United Kingdom TOPOGRAPHIC AND LANDSCAPE SURVEY

HISTORIC BUILDING RECORDING
EIA AND HERITAGE CONSULTANCY

UK Offices: Stoke-on-Trent, Cardiff, Carlisle, Edinburgh, Greater Manchester, London, Newcastle upon Tyne, Sheffield, Taunton,
Truro, West Bromwich. International Offices: Almaty, Moscow



Lightsource Renewable Energy Limited
Land at Middle Balbeggie, Kirkcaldy, Fife = armstrong
Archaeological Evaluation Data Structure Report

CONTENTS
SUMIMARY ..ottt ettt ettt e et e ettt e st e e s te e e satee s beeesabeeeasseeeseeeaasaeesssaeeasseessseeansaaesnsaeensseesnssean es 1
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..c.itttiiiteeette ettt ettt ettt esbe e e s e s st e sbeeesabeeesabeessnseesabeeesaneesnnneenas 2
1 INTRODUCGTION ..iiiitteeititestteestee ettt estteesteeesiteesteeesebeessaseessaeesabeeesaseesnsseessaeesnseesnssessnseens 3
1.1 Circumstances of the Project ...........ccoouveiiiiiiiiiinii e 3
2 METHODOLOGY ..eiiiiiiiitteeiiee ettt site sttt st e st e st esbteesabe e e s bt e esaseesneeesabeeesnneesnnneesanee 4
2.1  Written Scheme of Investigation .................cccoviiiiii e, 4
2.2 The Archaeological Evaluation.............coccueiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 4
2.3 TREAICRIVE ... ettt e et e e s 5
3 BACKGROUND ......etiiitiieitieesite ettt sttt et et e s sate e sbe e e sbe e e sabeesnaseesbaeesabaeesaseesnsseesnseenns 7
3.1 Location and Geological CoNtext ...........cccccuieiiiriiieiiiiiiee e 7
3.2  Historic and Archaeological Background...............cccccooeiiiiiriieiiiiiieiieeeeee e, 7
3.3 Previous Archaeological Work ................ccooeviiiiiiiiiee e 8
4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS.....eiititeeiieecieeesiteeeiteestee e ste e st e e saee e sve e e savessnaeessneessseeennnee s 9
4.1 INErOAUCTION ... s e e st e e s sar e e s e nnee e e snnees 9
4.2 EVAluation RESUIES .........cooviiiiiiiiiiii e 9
5 CONCLUSIONS ... .ttt ettt ettt st e e st e st e s bt e e sabee e saseeesaneesneees 10
5.1 CONCIUSIONS ...ttt ettt ettt e st e e s be e e s abe e s st e e sbteesabeeesabeesnnee 10
6 BIBLIOGRAPHY ..oeiiiieiieeeee sttt st s et e e st e e st e e sabe e e aaeesbaeesnbaeesabeeenreenns 11
6.1  SECONAANY SOUICES.......ccoeiiiirieeieeeeeeeiirrreeeeeeeeeiitrrreeeeeeeessstsraeeeeeesesasssrraseeeeessennnsrens 11
6.2 INTEIrNEE SOUICES ......coiiiiieeee e e e e e e e e e 11
APPENDIX 1: TRENCH DATA ... ettt ettt stee st e site e s e e sabeessaaeesbae e sabeeensseesnsaeesnsaeenanens 12
APPENDIX 2: DES ENTRY L..eitiieiieeeitee sttt sttt sttt ettt s bt st st e snteesaneeesaneesnnneas 17
APPENDIX 3: PLATES ...ttt ettt ettt ettt st sttt s at e e st e e saba e s sabeesabteesabaeesabeesanees 18
FY o o N G S G U] P 19
CP11633/16/RPT-001

March 2016



Lightsource Renewable Energy Limited e

r
Land at Middle Balbeggie, Kirkcaldy, Fife Co2e® wardell
Archaeological Evaluation Data Structure Report
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Plate 1 — Examples of land drain types, Trench 7, looking south, 1 x 1m scale
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SUMMARY

In 2016 Wardell Armstrong Archaeology was commissioned by Neil Sutherland at
Wardell Armstrong LLP on behalf of their client Lightsource Renewable Energy
Limited to undertake an archaeological evaluation of land at Middle Balbeggie,
Kirkcaldy, Fife (NGR NT 28934 95688). This was a result of formal planning consent
being granted (Planning reference: 15/02687/FULL) with a condition attached to the
consent (Condition 8), stipulating the need for archaeological investigation of the

site prior to the development of a 5SMW solar farm.

The archaeological potential of the site was deemed uncertain, and therefore a 5%
sample of the development area was requested by Douglas Speirs, Archaeologist
(Development Plan), at Fife Council. It was further agreed that if no archaeological
remains were encountered after the excavation of the first 2.5% of the trenches, no

further archaeological work would be necessary (WAA, 2016; 4).

The archaeological evaluation was undertaken over five days from the 14™ to the
18" of March 2016. The evaluation involved the excavation of 23 50m-long, 2m-wide
evaluation trenches, totalling approximately 2300m? of excavation across the

proposed development area.

The evaluation revealed likely post-medieval and modern tile-pipe and cobble in-

filled land-drains. No archaeological remains were identified within the study area.

CP11633/16/RPT-001 Page 1
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1.1.2

1.1.3

1.1.4

INTRODUCTION
Circumstances of the Project

In March 2016, Wardell Armstrong Archaeology were invited by Wardell Armstrong
LLP, on behalf of their client Lightsource Renewable Energy Limited, to undertake an
archaeological field evaluation on land at Middle Balbeggie, Kirkcaldy, Fife (centred
on NGR NT 28934 95688, Figure 1). This was in advance of the proposed
development of a 5MW solar farm at the site (Planning Application number
15/02687/FULL). The area occupies a previously undeveloped area of agricultural

land within a wider rural landscape, south of Thornton. (Figure 1).

The site lies within a landscape containing archaeological features and heritage
assets, including Scheduled Monuments, both Category A and B Listed Buildings and
Gardens and Designed Landscapes. A prehistoric stone circle is also recorded to the
south east of the site (Wardell Armstrong, 2015). This area is therefore considered to
have potential for below ground remains associated with prehistoric settlement and

land use.

As a result of this potential, and in accordance with advice given in Scottish Planning
Policy (SPP), the Kirkcaldy Council, under condition 8, recommended a programme of
archaeological work prior to the commencement of any other works on site (Fife
Council, 2015a) This proposed programme of archaeological work consisted of an
archaeological trial trench evaluation, in order to establish the presence/absence of
archaeological remains and their nature, extent and state of preservation (Wardell

Armstrong Archaeology, 2016).

This report outlines the archaeological investigation undertaken on-site, the
subsequent programme of post-fieldwork analysis, and the results of this scheme of

archaeological works carried out in order to meet this condition.

CP11633/16/RPT-001 Page 3
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2.1

2.1.1

2.1.2

2.1.3

2.14

2.2

2.2.1

2.2.2

METHODOLOGY
Written Scheme of Investigation

A Written Scheme of Investigation (WAA, 2016) was submitted by WAA in response
to a request by Wardell Armstrong LLP, for an archaeological evaluation of the
proposed development area. This request was made because condition 8 of the
planning application decision notice (Fife Council, 2015a) required a scheme of
archaeological work to be undertaken prior to the commencement of works
associated with the construction of a solar farm at the site in accordance with
Structure Plan Policy 16, Fife Local Development Plan Policy 14 (Fife Council, 2015b)
and national policy SPP23.

Following acceptance of the Written Scheme of Investigation by Douglas Speirs,
Archaeologist (Development Plan) at Fife Council, WAA was subsequently

commissioned by the client to undertake the work.

The archaeological evaluation was undertaken following the Chartered Institute for
Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Evaluation (2014a), and in

accordance with the WAA Excavation Manual (2012).

The fieldwork programme was followed by an assessment of the data as set out in
the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Field Evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and the
Standard and Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research
of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).

The Archaeological Evaluation

The archaeological evaluation consisted of a 23 trenches, which covered
approximately 2300m? of land in total. The purpose of the archaeological evaluation
was to identify whether archaeological remains were present and, if remains were
identified, to quantify their nature and extent. The purpose of the archaeological
evaluation was to investigate and record the archaeology identified as part of the

evaluation, prior to their destruction by the potential development of the site.
In summary, the main objectives of the field investigations were:

e to establish the presence/absence, nature, extent and state of preservation of
archaeological remains and to record these where they were observed;
e to establish the character of those features in terms of cuts, soil matrices and

interfaces, in order to fully understand the nature of the archaeological remains

CP11633/16/RPT-001 Page 4
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2.2.3

2.2.4

2.3

23.1

2.3.2

233

within these areas; the period(s) of occupation present across the site and the
relationship(s) between the various periods of occupation and activity;

e to recover artefactual material, especially that useful for dating purposes and to
help inform understanding of the layout, date, function, phasing, development
and economic function of the remains;

e to recover palaeoenvironmental material where it survives in order to

understand site and landscape formation processes.

The topsoil was removed by mechanical excavator under close archaeological
supervision. All potential features were cleaned by hand, investigated and recorded
according to the Wardell Armstrong Archaeology standard procedure as set out in
the Excavation Manual (WAA, 2012).

The treatment of the finds followed the Standard and Guidance for the collection,
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).
All finds encountered on site were retained and returned to the office where they
were identified, quantified and dated to period. A terminus post quem was then
produced for each stratified context under the supervision of the Wardell Armstrong
Archaeology Finds Officer, and the dates were used to help determine the date
phases for the site. On completion of this project, the finds were cleaned and

packaged.
The Archive

A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the specification,
and in line with the Archaeological Archives Forum recommendations (Brown 2011)
and EAC guidelines (2014). The archive will be deposited within the RCAHMS, and
made available upon request. The archive can be accessed under the unique project
identifier WAA16, BAL-A CP 11633.

A brief summary of the results of the archaeological work will be prepared and
submitted for publication in the Archaeology Scotland’s annual journal 'Discovery

and Excavation in Scotland' (see Appendix 2).

Wardell Armstrong Archaeology and Scottish Borders Council Archaeology Service,
support the Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS (OASIS)
project. This project aims to provide an on-line index and access to the extensive and
expanding body of grey literature, created as a result of developer-funded

archaeological work. As a result, details of the results of this project will be made

CP11633/16/RPT-001 Page 5
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available by Wardell Armstrong Archaeology, as a part of this national project under

unique identifier: wardella2-246434.

CP11633/16/RPT-001 Page 6
March 2016



Lightsource Renewable Energy Limited

Land at Middle Balbeggie, Kirkcaldy, Fife = armstrong

Archaeological Evaluation Data Structure Report

3

3.1

3.11

3.1.2

3.1.3

3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3

3.24

BACKGROUND
Location and Geological Context

Kirkcaldy is a small coastal town situated in the south of Fife, on the east coast of
Scotland and, positioned 19km north of Edinburgh, and 44km south west of Dundee-
upon-Tweed. The town sits south of the A92 road, which connects Dunfermline to

Dundee (Figure 1).

The proposed development area comprises a single arable field, north of Kirkcaldy,
to the east of Soldiers Plantation, and immediately to the west of the B9130 road
(Figure 1). A minor road, Balbeggie Avenue, is situated to the north of the site, with

further agricultural fields immediately to the north and west.

The solid geology of the area comprises Passage Formation sedimentary rock of the
Clackmannon Group; sandstones, siltstones, mudstones, limestones, ironstones,
coals and seatrocks. This bedrock formed approximately 312 to 322 million years
ago in the Carboniferous Period, and is overlain by Divensian to Diamiction till

deposits, lain approximately two million years ago (BGS 2015).
Historic and Archaeological Background

This historical background is compiled mostly from secondary sources and from
records consulted during an Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Assessment (Wardell
Armstrong, 2015). It is intended only as a summary of historical developments
around the study area. References to the Historic Environment Record (HER) are

included where known.

Prehistoric: there is no known evidence for human prehistoric activity in the
proposed development area, although within the immediate vicinity of the proposed
development area, there is a prehistoric standing stone (MFF2948) recorded within
the Historic Environment Record (HER). This lies approximately 570m to the south

east of the site, and is considered to be of significance.

Roman: there is no known evidence for Roman activity in the proposed development
area. The site of a potential temporary camp has been recorded 840m to the south
west of the site (MFF12970).

Medieval: there is no direct evidence of activity in the vicinity of the proposed
development during the early medieval or medieval periods. No early medieval or
medieval activity has been recorded in the immediate vicinity of the proposed

development.

CP11633/16/RPT-001 Page 7
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3.2.6

3.2.7

3.2.8

3.3

3.3.1

3.3.2

Post-medieval and Modern:

The 1828 map of Fife and Kinross shows the site as adjacent to an area of plantation
to the east, and divided by an east — west orientated field boundary, dividing the
field into two. A number of farmsteads are also evident on the map, the closest of

which, Easter Balbeggie, was depicted approximately 350m to the north of the site.

Subsequent Ordnance survey maps of 1856 and 1895 show little change within the
boundary of the site. A change within the site boundary occurred in 1959, with the
erection of an overhead powerline crossing the site, following the construction of an
electricity sub-station to the south. The field boundary separating the north and the

south of the site was also removed at this time.

An extraction pit was established to the east of the site within the plantation
between 1959 and 1961. This was associated with Thornton Mine (MFF3368),
established north east of the site in 1945. After the closure of the mine in 1953,
opencast coal mining was undertaken immediately east of the proposed
development area, and removed a former cold war bunker (MFF9802). Currently,

the opencast mine has been disused and the land restored.
Previous Archaeological Work

The aforementioned Archaeology and Cultural Heritage Assessment was conducted
by Wardell Armstrong in 2015. As part of this assessment, a walkover survey of the
site was conducted, which concluded that no designated heritage assets would be
physically impacted upon by the development. In addition to this, it was also
concluded that little evidence exists that may indicate the presence of archaeological

remains within the site boundary (Wardell Armstrong, 2015; 15).

Previous to this, no archaeological work had been undertaken either in the

immediate vicinity or within the proposed development area.

CP11633/16/RPT-001 Page 8
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4.1

41.1

4.2

4.2.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESULTS
Introduction

The archaeological evaluation was undertaken between the 14" and 18™ of March
2016. A total of 23 trenches were excavated across the proposed development area
(Figure 2). Agricultural topsoil was removed down to reveal the underlying deposits
by a mechanical excavator with toothless grading bucket. Potential features

observed were cleaned and investigated.
Evaluation Results

No archaeological remains were observed in any of the trenches. In each trench, the
topsoil comprised a mid brown friable silty clay, which was observed to overlie a firm

yellow sandy clay natural substrate.

The trenches were up to 0.60m deep, with Trench 3 located towards the northern
limit of the field, the deepest and machined to a height of 69.65m aOD. By contrast,
the natural substrate (2101) in Trench 21, located in the south of the proposed

development area, was observed at a height of 84.60m aOD.

Although no archaeological remains were identified during the course of this work,
numerous land drains were identified in each trench. They largely fell into two
categories; cobble drains, likely to be post-medieval in date, comprised of narrow
cuts filled with moderately sized fragments of sandstone, or modern land drains, the

cut of which were filled by a clinker material (Plate 1).

As no archaeological features were identified during the course of the onsite
investigation of the proposed development area, no artefacts were recovered, nor

were environmental samples taken.

CP11633/16/RPT-001 Page 9
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5.1

511

5.1.2

5.1.3

CONCLUSIONS
Conclusions

During the archaeological field evaluation of land at Middle Balbeggie, 23 pre-agreed
trenches were excavated providing a 2.5% sample of the proposed development
area. Initially 45 trenches had been initially planned to have been excavated. With
prior agreement with Douglas Speirs, half of those trenches were excavated as no
archaeology was located. The purpose of the evaluation was to establish the nature
and extent of below ground archaeological remains. All trenches were excavated

down to the top of the natural substrate.

The evaluation revealed post-medieval and modern cobble and clinker in-filled land-

drains.

The absence of any significant archaeological remains within the evaluation trenches
in the confines of the study area, suggest that the possible crop marks, identified
within the desk based assessment are probably a result of variances in the natural

substrate.
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APPENDIX 1: TRENCH DATA

Trench 1
Length: 50.57m Width: 2.09m Orientation: WNW-ESE
Maximum Depth: 0.40m Minimum Depth: 0.30m
Context Number Context Type Description
100 Deposit Topsoil
101 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 2
Length: 50.22m Width: 1.97m Orientation: NNW-SSE
Maximum Depth: 0.34m Minimum Depth: 0.32m
Context Number Context Type Description
200 Deposit Topsoil
201 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 3
Length: 51.63m Width: 2.10m Orientation: NNW-SSE
Maximum Depth: 0.60m Minimum Depth: 0.30m
Context Number Context Type Description
300 Deposit Topsoil
301 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 4
Length: 51.26m Width: 2.03m Orientation: WNW-ESE
Maximum Depth: 0.40m Minimum Depth: 0.28
Context Number Context Type Description
400 Deposit Topsoil
401 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 5
Length: 51.92m Width: 2.01m Orientation: NNW-SSE
Maximum Depth: 0.40m Minimum Depth: 0.30m
Context Number Context Type Description
500 Deposit Topsoil
501 Deposit Natural Geology

CP11633/16/RPT-001
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Trench 6
Length: 50.10m Width: 1.93m
Maximum Depth: 0.40m

Orientation: WNW-ENE
Minimum Depth: 0.30m

Context Number Context Type Description
600 Deposit Topsoil
601 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 7
Length: 49.08m Width: 2.15m Orientation: WNW-ESE

Maximum Depth: 0.50m

Minimum Depth: 0.30m

Context Number Context Type Description
700 Deposit Topsoil
701 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 8
Length: 50.33m Width: 2.11m Orientation: NNW-SSE

Maximum Depth: 0.50m

Minimum Depth: 0.30m

Context Number Context Type Description
800 Deposit Topsoil
801 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 9
Length: 50.90m Width: 2.03m Orientation: WNW-ESE

Maximum Depth: 0.46m

Minimum Depth: 0.27m

Context Number Context Type Description
900 Deposit Topsoil
901 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 10
Length: 50.76m Width: 2.13m Orientation: NNW-SSE

Maximum Depth: 0.40m

Minimum Depth: 0.30m

Context Number Context Type Description
1000 Deposit Topsoil
1001 Deposit Natural Geology

CP11633/16/RPT-001
March 2016
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Trench 11
Length: 49.91m Width: 2.06m Orientation: WNW-ESE
Maximum Depth: 0.42m Minimum Depth: 0.35m
Context Number Context Type Description
1100 Deposit Topsoil
1101 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 12
Length: 49.69m Width: 2.28m Orientation: NW-SE
Maximum Depth: 0.40m Minimum Depth: 0.30m
Context Number Context Type Description
1200 Deposit Topsoil
1201 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 13
Length: 50.31m Width: 2.23m Orientation: NE-SW
Maximum Depth: 0.40m Minimum Depth: 0.30m
Context Number Context Type Description
1300 Deposit Topsoil
1301 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 14
Length: 50.37m Width: 2.05m Orientation: WNW-ESE
Maximum Depth: 0.43m Minimum Depth: 0.29m
Context Number Context Type Description
1400 Deposit Topsoil
1401 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 15
Length: 49.81m Width: 2.21m Orientation: WNW-ESE

Maximum Depth: 0.50m

Minimum Depth: 0.40m

Context Number Context Type Description
1500 Deposit Topsoil
1501 Deposit Natural Geology

CP11633/16/RPT-001
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Trench 16
Length: 51.00m Width: 2.20m Orientation: NNE-SSW
Maximum Depth: 0.50m Minimum Depth: 0.40m
Context Number Context Type Description
1600 Deposit Topsoil
1601 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 17
Length: 51.22m Width: 2.05m Orientation: NE-SW
Maximum Depth: 0.42m Minimum Depth: 0.35m
Context Number Context Type Description
1700 Deposit Topsoil
1701 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 18
Length: 50.39m Width: 3.14m Orientation: WNW-ESE
Maximum Depth: 0.40m Minimum Depth: 0.30m
Context Number Context Type Description
1800 Deposit Topsoil
1801 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 19
Length: 52.40m Width: 2.14m Orientation: NNW-SSE
Maximum Depth: 0.35m Minimum Depth: 0.22m
Context Number Context Type Description
1900 Deposit Topsoil
1901 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 20
Length: 50.88m Width: 1.91m Orientation: NNW-SSE

Maximum Depth: 0.40m

Minimum Depth: 0.28m

Context Number Context Type Description
2000 Deposit Topsoil
2001 Deposit Natural Geology

CP11633/16/RPT-001
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Trench 21
Length: 49.87m Width: 1.87m Orientation: NNW-SSE
Maximum Depth: 0.42m Minimum Depth: 0.32m
Context Number Context Type Description
2100 Deposit Topsoil
2101 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 22
Length: 50.07m Width: 1.95m Orientation: NE-SW
Maximum Depth: 0.50m Minimum Depth: 0.30m
Context Number Context Type Description
2200 Deposit Topsoil
2201 Deposit Natural Geology
Trench 23
Length: 52.36m Width: 2.09m Orientation: NNW-SSE
Maximum Depth: 0.35m Minimum Depth: 0.30m
Context Number Context Type Description
2300 Deposit Topsoil
2301 Deposit Natural Geology
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APPENDIX 2: DES ENTRY

In 2016 Wardell Armstrong Archaeology was commissioned by Neil Sutherland at
Wardell Armstrong LLP on behalf of their client Lightsource Renewable Energy
Limited to undertake an archaeological evaluation of land at Middle Balbeggie,
Kirkcaldy, Fife (NGR NT 28934 95688). This was a result of formal planning consent
being granted (Planning reference: 15/02687/FULL) with a condition attached to the
consent (Condition 8), stipulating the need for archaeological investigation of the site
prior to the development of a 5SMW solar farm.

The archaeological potential of the site was deemed uncertain, and therefore a 5%
sample of the development area was requested by Douglas Speirs, Archaeologist
(Development Plan), at Fife Council. It was further agreed that if no archaeological
remains were encountered after the excavation of the first 2.5% of the trenches, no
further archaeological work would be necessary (WAA, 2016; 4).

The archaeological evaluation was undertaken over five days from the 14th to the
18th of March 2016. The evaluation involved the excavation of 23 50m-long, 2m-
wide evaluation trenches, totalling approximately 2300m? of excavation across the
proposed development area.

The evaluation revealed likely post-medieval and modern tile-pipe and cobble in-
filled land-drains. No archaeological remains were identified within the study area.
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APPENDIX 3: PLATES

Plate 1 — Examples of land drain types, Trench 7, looking south, 1 x 1m scale
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APPENDIX 4: FIGURES
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Figure 1: Site location.
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Figure 2: Detailed site location.
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