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SUMMARY

Wardell Armstrong (WA) was commissioned by Morrison Construction to undertake an
archaeological watching brief on land at Liberton Primary School, 229 Gilmerton Road,
Edinburgh, EH16 5UD (NGR: NT 27475 70649). The watching brief was required to discharge
a condition attached to the planning consent. The watching brief was undertaken in
accordance with a written scheme of investigation (WSI) produced in response to advice given
by John Lawson, Edinburgh City Council archaeologist, acting as the archaeological planning

advisor on behalf of the City of Edinburgh Council.

The watching brief was undertaken across several days in March and April of 2017, and

monitored all groundworks associated with the new development.

The archaeological watching brief monitored the preliminary groundworks comprising
foundation and service excavations relating to the new two-storey educational building for
Liberton Primary School. A mixed levelling make-up deposit with a large concentration of
modern brick was encountered beneath the tarmac levels forming a netball/ tennis court
across the development footprint. This deposit was not breached by deeper excavations for
the foundation trenches. The excavations for the new personnel access chamber were
through undisturbed soil, but no archaeological finds or features were encountered within

this 4m by 4m area.

Itis possible that the recorded brick levelling deposit was demolition material from two north-
west south-east aligned rectangular buildings which may have been associated with the
primary school (constructed in 1956) and no longer required once Kingsinch school was
constructed by 1976. The resulting demolition material may have been used as a levelling

deposit for the new netball/ tennis court to serve both schools.

No features or finds of archaeological significance were noted during the watching brief.
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INTRODUCTION
Project Circumstances and Planning Background

Between Monday 20" March 2017 and Thursday 6% April 2017, Wardell Armstrong
(WA) undertook an archaeological watching brief at on land at Liberton Primary
School, 229 Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh, EH16 5UD (centred on NGR NT 27475 70649)
It was commissioned by the client, who intends to build a two storey education
building for which planning consent has been granted by the City of Edinburgh Council
(planning reference: 16/05385/FUL).

A condition has been attached to the planning approval for the development which
states “no development shall take place until the applicant has secured the
implementation of a programme of archaeological work, in accordance with a written
scheme of investigation which has been submitted to and approved in writing by the

Planning Authority, having first been agreed by the City Archaeologist”.

This planning condition was in line with advice provided to the City of Edinburgh
Council by John Lawson, Edinburgh City Council archaeologist, in a letter dated 10t
November 2013 (ref no. 16/05385/FUL).

The proposed development is considered to have the potential to impact on the Inch
House Estate and the medieval village of Nether Liberton, the heritage significance of

which may be affected by the development application.

A watching brief is defined as a programme of ‘monitoring and investigation carried
out during a non-archaeological activity within a specified area of land or development
where construction operations may disturb or destroy archaeological remains’ (CIFA
2014a).

Project Documentation

The project conforms to advice provided by the archaeological planning advisor John
Lawson, Edinburgh City Council archaeologist (10" November 2013, ref no.
16/05385/FUL). A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was then produced to
provide a specific methodology based on the advice for a programme of archaeological
mitigation implemented via a watching brief (WA 2017). This was approved by the
archaeological planning advisor prior to the fieldwork taking place. This is in line with
government advice as set out in Section 12 of the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF 2012).
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1.2.2 This report outlines the initial desk-based research results, the work undertaken on

site and the results of this watching brief.
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METHODOLOGY
Standards and Guidance

Archaeological monitoring is required during all groundworks for the proposed new
building as it may disturb significant remains regarding the development of Inch House

Estate and associated medieval village of Nether Liberton.

Following consultation with John Lawson, Edinburgh City Council archaeologist, The
City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service, it has been determined that an
archaeological watching brief is required during excavation for the proposed new

building.

The archaeological watching brief was undertaken following the Chartered Institute
for Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for an archaeological watching brief
(2014a).

The fieldwork programme was followed by an assessment of the data as set out in the
Standard and Guidance for an archaeological watching brief (CIfA 2014a) and the
Standard and Guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and research

of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).
Documentary Research

A rapid archaeological desk-based assessment was prepared as part of this report,
which sets out the archaeological and historical background of the site, and provides
an assessment of the significance of all known and potential heritage assets up to

0.25km from the area of investigation.
The Watching Brief

The watching brief comprised the monitoring of all intrusive works associated with the
current development. This included the ground reduction within the of footprint area
of the building, an area of approximately 255m?, and the excavation of deeper linear

trenches for foundations and services to the new building.
The general aims of these investigations were:

) To allow the monitoring archaeologist to signal that an archaeological find has been

made before it is destroyed

. to provide the opportunity for appropriate resource allocation if the archaeological find

cannot be dealt with under the watching brief remit

ED12042 Page 5
April 2017



Morrison Construction
Liberton Primary School, 229 Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

2.3.3

234

2.3.5

. to determine the presence or absence of buried archaeological remains within the

proposed development site

. to determine the character, date, extent and distribution of any archaeological deposits

and their potential significance

. determine levels of disturbance to any archaeological deposits from past building
activities
. investigate and record all deposits and features of archaeological interest within the

areas to be disturbed by the current development

. to determine the likely impact on archaeological deposits from the proposed

development
. to disseminate the results of the fieldwork through an appropriate level of reporting.

Deposits considered not thought to be significant were removed by a mechanical
excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket to maximise the chance for
identification of archaeological remains should they be present. All intrusive
groundworks were monitored under close supervision by a suitably trained

archaeologist.

Only bricks and rubble were encountered, a sample of which were returned to the
Carlisle office where they were identified, quantified and dated to period. A terminus
post quem was then produced for each stratified context under the supervision of the
WAA Finds Officer, and the dates were used to help determine the broad date phase
for the site. These bricks will be discarded after a period of six months following the
submission of this report, unless there is a specific request to retain them. No

environmental samples were taken.

A summary of the archaeological work will be published in Discovery and Excavation
in Scotland. A full professional archive has been compiled in accordance with the
project specification, and the Archaeological Archives Forum recommendations
(Brown 2011). The archive will be deposited with National Monuments Record
Scotland held by Historic Environment Scotland. It is understood that once the report
has been signed off and accepted by John Lawson, Archaeologist at Edinburgh City
Council the report will become a publically assessable document within the Sites and
Monuments Record maintained by the City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology Service.

The project archive can be accessed under the unique project identifier (LPS-A).
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2.3.6 Wardell Armstrong Archaeology supports the Online AccesS to the Index of
Archaeological InvestigationS (OASIS) project. This project aims to provide an on-line
index and access to the extensive and expanding body of grey literature, created as a
result of developer-funded archaeological work. As a result, details of the results of
this project will be made available by WAA as a part of this national project. The OASIS

reference for the project is: wardella2-282350.
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BACKGROUND
Location and Geological Context

The site is located at NGR NT 27475 70649. It is located in the south-eastern part of
the city of Edinburgh, in the area of Inch and Nether Liberton, both having medieval
origins. The site’s environs comprise of a school property surrounded by various
residential and commercial buildings. The site is bounded by Gilmerton Road to the
south, Glenhallan Drive to the east, a care home to the west and a park and sports
area to the north. The site is located in the south-eastern outskirts of Edinburgh, in
the area of Inch. The proposed development site is approximately 255m? in size. At
present the site is located within school grounds within a wider urban area largely

dominated by residential and commercial buildings.

The underlying solid geology within the area of investigation is mapped as sandstone
of the Kinnesswood Formation deposited during the Carboniferous and Devonian
Periods (approximately 352 to 385 million years ago). This is overlain by superficial
deposits of Diamicton of the Devensian Till deposited up to 2 million years ago during
the Quaternary Period (BGS 2017).

Historical and Archaeological Background

A rapid desk-based assessment was produced to summarise the known historical and
archaeological background of the site and the surrounding landscape to a distance of
0.25km.

This report identified that there are no heritage assets within the site boundary,

however there are nine heritage assets within the wider search area of 0.25km.

There are no heritage assets designated as scheduled ancient monuments recorded

within the immediate vicinity of the site.

Nine non-designated heritage assets are recorded within the immediate vicinity of the
site. The ground works associated with the proposed new building may disturb
remains associated with the development of the medieval Inch House Estate and
associated medieval village of Nether Liberton. The desk-based assessment concluded
that there is a low likelihood that archaeological remains of medieval, post-medieval

and modern date may be present within the proposed development site.

Prehistoric: there is one known heritage asset known for human prehistoric activity in
the proposed development area. This is the Cat Stane Standing Stones (Canmore ID

52552), smaller than the general standing stones. It is now incorporated into the
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3.1.12

3.3

3.3.1

playground of Kingsinch School. The RCAHMS state that it originally stood near the
junction of the Dalkeith and Liberton roads at Nether Liberton farm, but was removed
at the beginning of the 19t century, when the road was widened, and lay in the field
opposite, until in 1891 it was built into the wall on the road to Greenend at Nether
Liberton (ie. Gilmerton Road), re-occupying its original position (Good 1892). It was

afterwards taken by the proprietor of Inch House, who set it up in its present position.

Romano-British: there is no known evidence for Roman activity in the proposed

development area.

Medieval: there is no direct evidence of activity in the vicinity of the proposed
development during the early medieval or medieval periods. No early medieval or
medieval activity has been recorded in the immediate vicinity of the proposed
development, however, the property the site is located on, was once associated with
Inch House Estate, which is said to originate from the 14t century. The land was
owned by Holyrood Abbey and passed to the Forresters of Corstorphine who may have
been responsible for the construction of the first stage of Inch (Liberton Heritage
Project 2017).

Post-Medieval to Modern: the site appears too been undeveloped parkland until the
construction of the primary school in 1956. The building was sold to Edinburgh Council
in 1946. It became a Primary School for the growing local population. In 1956 most of
the children moved to the new Liberton Primary School with the remainder staying as
St John Vianney until they too moved to new accommodation in 1966 (Liberton
Heritage Project 2017).The dovecot at Nether Liberton (Canmore ID 52139), thought

to be the manorial dovecot of Inch House, is the largest in the Edinburgh area.

To the north of the site is the Clapperfield building (Canmore ID 120104), a residential
property built by the architect Stuart Renton in 1971.

A number of other buildings of unknown date were listed in a 250m radius at Canmore.
This comprises the Nether Liberton House (Canmore ID 120105), Old Mill Cottage and
Outbuildings (Canmore ID 120107), and No 6 Old Mills Lane (Canmore ID 258755).

Map Regression

The Inch estate is thought to have been in existence since the 14%" century (Liberton
Heritage Project 2017). A map dating to 1786 (Figure 3), shows the property as
rectangular structure to the east of Nether Liberton. The First Edition Ordnance Survey

map (Figure 4), surveyed in 1852, presents the estate in more detail. The site is located
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3.33

3.4

34.1

3.4.2

3.4.3

to the west of the property, between the West Lodge and an L-shaped building,

probably a stable complex. It is an open area with occasional tree growth.

By 1908 (Figure 5), the site is greatly covered by scattered trees. No significant change
could be observed until 1949 (Figure 6), when the Cat Stane, the standing stones, were
moved to the north of the site. The tree plantation declined over the decades. The
Inch Primary School was constructed by 1967 (Figure 7), which included several new

buildings and footpaths in the near vicinity of the affected development site.

A second school, Kingsinch School (Graham Construction 2017) was constructed
between 1967 and 1976 to the north-west of the watching brief site, and this was
demolished at some time between July 2008 (Plate 1) and January 2009 (Plate 2). On
its site, a care home was constructed, Inch View (Plate 3), which opened in the
Summer of 2011 (The Edinburgh Reporter 2017).

Previous Archaeological Work in the 0.25km Study Area

An archaeological watching brief was carried out in 2010 by CFA Ltd. during
construction works associated with Braid Burn Flood Prevention Scheme at Nether
Liberton. Three trenches were excavated prior to the construction of reinforced
concrete walls. Two substantial stone box culverts were observed and were thought
to relate to the control of water for the nearby former corn mill with one culvert, a
mill lade that took the water back to the Braid Burn form and the mill and the other
culvert, a side lade that took excess or diverted water back into the Braid Burn before
it reached the mill. The watching brief was also maintained during the required
demolition works of a section of the road bridge that carried Gilmerton Road over the

Braid Burn.

Outside the immediate study area, numerous archaeological works have been
undertaken. SUAT Ltd carried out a desk based assessment of Dovecot Cottage, 20
Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh (Canmore ID 238016), which was followed by an

evaluation of the former nursery garden in advance of housing development.

A further evaluation, undertaken in Inch Park identified three box drains, eight lengths
of wall, two areas of paving and one pile of stones containing a circular compressed
shale disc. The shale disc may have been a sharpening/grinding wheel. All of these
features were thought to be part of the designed landscape associated with Inch
House, which was constructed in 1617. These discoveries led to further excavation
work in two areas. Two sections of wall, a bank and a culvert were identified and

excavated and a relative chronology for these features was established. The
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3.4.5

3.4.6

revetment or retaining wall was constructed to contain a bank of redeposited natural
and was associated with a culvert. The finds evidence suggested that the wall had been
demolished by the early 20th century. It is possible that the earlier wall and culvert
represented part of the boundary between Ward Park and Horse Park as depicted on
the 1794 estate plan. A single trial trench excavated at Mayfield Road to assess the
survival of a mill dam and mill lead did not locate any features or deposits of

archaeological significance.

A series of archaeological work was carried out at 217b Gorgie Road in July to August
2010 prior to the construction of a residential development (Canmore ID 312317). The
desk-based assessment indicated that the proposed development lay within the
former Nether Liberton village, and the photographic survey recorded the boundary
wall fronting onto the street prior to its demolition. Trial trenching identified a single

linear feature, but this did not contain any datable material.

Heritage and Archaeological Research Practice Limited (HARP) carried out a
programme of archaeological works at 2 Old Mill Lane, Edinburgh (Canmore ID
351684), prior to the construction of an extension. The works consisted of an
archaeological watching brief to monitor ground breaking associated with the
development. No archaeologically significant remains were uncovered during

excavations at 2 Old Mill Lane.

Headland Archaeology Ltd was commissioned to undertake a programme of trial
trenching at Old Mill Lane, Edinburgh (Canmore ID 341209). The works were designed
in response to a planning condition set by City of Edinburgh Council Archaeology
Service. An existing 1950’s house on the site had burned down, with a replacement
under construction at the time of the fieldwork. Four trenches were excavated around
the new structure to test for the existence of archaeologically significant features. A
single isolated cut was encountered to the south of the building. It was filled with loose
mixed topsoil, ash, clay and stones and is assumed to be a waste pit, most likely
relating to the construction of the 1950’s house. No further remains were
encountered. A section of boundary wall to the SE of the site may date from the early

20™ century or possibly earlier.
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WATCHING BRIEF RESULTS
Introduction

The watching brief was undertaken between Monday 20" March 2017 and Thursday
6™ April 2017. The archaeological watching brief monitored all excavations associated
with the construction of a new building to the north-west of the existing buildings

comprising Liberton Primary School.

The development groundworks required the reduction by c. 0.25m of the area
covering the footprint of the new building, and the excavation of linear trenches to a
depth of 0.5m for foundations, as well as the excavation of a service trench and an

area up to 4m? for a new personnel access chamber adjacent to an existing one.
Results

The groundworks associated with the new development required the initial reduction,
to a maximum depth of c. 0.25m, of an area 23.5m by 14.5m within a former netball
court to the north-west of the main primary school building (Figure 2; Plate 4). This
revealed a large accumulation of brick within a mixed levelling make-up deposit, some
with writing including ‘Whitehill’, ‘Pentland’ and ‘Niddrie’. Whitehill Colliery
Brickworks was located in Lasswade, Midlothian and was formed in 1890 from the
Newbattle and Whitehill Pits. It was largely rebuilt and re-equipped in 1938-9 and by
the 1940s, it was producing over 15 million common bricks a year, eventually closing
in 1977 (Penforma 2017). Pentland Brickworks are depicted on the 1931 Ordnance
Survey map as a row of three rectangular buildings, and the kilns seem to have been
demolished in the 1950s (Scotland’s Places 2017). The Niddrie brickworks were based
at Niddrie, near Edinburgh between 1924 and 1991, built to supply bricks for
housebuilding by the Niddrie and Benhar Coal Company (Scottish Brick History 2017).
It is likely, therefore, that all of the bricks are of mid 20th century origin.

This initial ground reduction was followed by the excavation of foundation trenches
running along the north-west, south-west and north-east extents of the new building,
each trench measuring 0.8m in width and excavated to a maximum depth of 0.5m
(Figure 2; Plate 5). Box cuts were excavated within these foundation trenches, every
2m, and these measured 0.8m square and were excavated to a depth of 0.8m deep
(Figure 2; Plate 6). These excavations revealed more made ground comprising the
same levelling deposit including a large number of bricks and brick fragments (Plate

5). No archaeological finds or features were encountered and natural was not reached.
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4.2.3 A service trench was also excavated under archaeological monitoring as part of the
watching brief, and this occurred to the south-west of the new building and main area
of observation, and measured 1m in width and 7m in length, with an additional area
of 4m? to a maximum of 4m depth excavated next to an existing manhole (Figure 2).
This revealed a mid-brown loose silty soil overlying a loose orange sand (Plate 7). A
gravelly deposit was noted at the base of the trench. No archaeological finds or

deposits were encountered.

ED12042 Page 13
April 2017



Morrison Construction
Liberton Primary School, 229 Gilmerton Road, Edinburgh
Archaeological Watching Brief Report

5.1

5.11

5.1.2

5.1.3

5.2

5.21

CONCLUSIONS
Interpretation

The archaeological watching brief monitored the preliminary groundworks comprising
foundation and service excavations relating to the new two-storey educational
building for Liberton Primary School. A mixed levelling make-up deposit with a large
concentration of brick was encountered beneath the tarmac levels forming a netball/
tennis court across the footprint area, and this deposit was not breached by deeper
excavations for the foundation trenches. The excavations for the new personnel
access chamber were through undisturbed soil, but no archaeological finds or features

were encountered within this 4m by 4m area.

The 20™ century bricks (confer 4.2.1), which formed the deposit used as a levelling
layer for the netball/ tennis court, cannot have been the result of the demolition of
the nearby Kingsinch School, as the court can be seen in place while the school was
still in existence (Plate 1). None of the Ordnance Survey maps encountered during the
research and post-dating 1976 are at a large enough scale to depict individual sports
courts, but it is not shown on the Ordnance Survey map of 1967 (Figure 7). This 1967
map does show Tennis Courts to the north-east, so it is unlikely that the one within
the site have existed then. It could be that it was built to serve both schools, and
therefore dates to between 1967 and 1976. As the brick levelling deposit is likely to
have resulted from demolition, and as it would be costly to move such material large
distances, it could be that the bricks come from nearby demolished buildings.
Intriguingly, two north-west south-east aligned narrow rectangular buildings are
depicted to the north of Inch Primary School on the 1967 Ordnance Survey map (Figure
7), and not on earlier mapping. These two buildings are not shown on the 1976
Ordnance Survey map (Figure 8), and it could be that they were associated with and
contemporaneous with the Primary School, and no longer required after the
construction of Kingsinch School. Thus the demolition material from these mid-20t™
century buildings may have been used as a levelling deposit for the new netball/ tennis

court to serve both schools.

No features or finds of archaeological significance were noted during the watching
brief.

Development Impact

The development has not resulted in the loss of any archaeological remains.
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APPENDIX 1: PLATES

Plate 2: Google Earth Imagery showing demolition of school/ construction of care home, 1°
January 2009
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Plate 4: Showing initial ground reduction of building’s footprint, facing north-east
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Plate 5: Showing the north-western foundation trench for the new building, facing south-

west

L4

1’6’%;‘;\‘.&

Plate 6: One of the 0.8m? square box cuts within the foundation trenches
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Plate 7: Showing excavations for the new personnel access chamber, facing north-west
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Figure 2: Location of excavations monitored during archaeological watching brief.
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Figure 8: Ordnance Survey Map, 1976 (1:10,000 scale).
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