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From 1668 until 1729 Grovebury was leased to a succession of different people 
who mostly came from Buckinghamshire, although various of the individual 
closes that made up the block were actually occupied by local farmers (Dalton 
1957, XV 23.2–12, 374; CRO: KK 38). The document assigning the lease in 1668 
mentions Grovebury Farmhouse and describes and names all the closes, 
including Chapel Close, and gives their acreages (just over 513 statute acres in 
total). The chapel seems to have gone by this time. During the 1690s and the 
early 18th century Thomas Fox seems to have occupied Grovebury Farmhouse, 
and in 1705 and 1707 he is described as pasture-keeper of Grovebury (Emmison 
1945; Gurney, Will Book XV, Buckinghamshire Museum). Benjamin and John Fox 
farmed lands there in 1750 and a John Fox was still involved in 1783 and 1787 
(CRO: F89, HA 14/5/1; The Aerary, St George’s Chapel: CC 12607). Absentee 
lessee landlords subletting the land are indicated and this was certainly the 
case by the late 18th century when Grovebury was being leased to the Villiers 
family of Bath who were lessees until 1868 (CRO: X606/6 uncatalogued). By the 
19th century the documents show that Grovebury was being sublet in at least 
two parts, one part being 65 acres and the other 437 acres and including 
Grovebury Farmhouse (CRO: BO 247, 1802; BO 253, 1814; BO 256, 1814; BO 260, 
1832). Grovebury Farmhouse was the farming focus, with no buildings remaining 
on the priory site according to maps from the late 18th century onwards, 
including that by Jefferys published in 1765. The Grovebury Farm complex is 
depicted in the background of a watercolour by Thomas Fisher when he painted 
the priory fishpond earthworks in c 1812 (CRO: Z 315/3) [5.18, 5.19]. The 
inclusion of several cows in this painting is a reminder that at about this date 
the farming emphasis at Grovebury changed from sheep pasturing, which was 
still prominent in 1806, to the keeping of cattle, particularly for dairying: this is 
demonstrated by leases of 1814 and 1832 when Grovebury Farmhouse and the 
437-acre portion of the total Grovebury block were leased to dairymen (CRO: 
KK788; BO 253, 1814; BO 256, 1814; BO 260, 1832). 

 
The distinct identity of the Grovebury block was further emphasised by the 
quite separate tithes and land taxes that were applicable to it during the 18th 
and 19th centuries, and it was even analysed separately in Thomas Batchelor’s 
‘General View of the Agriculture of Bedfordshire’ in 1808 (CRO: KK 801, 1717; KK 
788, 1806; AD534/5 or AD951 or AD3528, 1810; AT29/1/1, 1840; F89, 1750). 
During this period Grovebury remained predominantly enclosed pasture, as in 
the Tithe Award of 1840 when of just over 514 acres, more than 491 acres were 
pasture.  

 
In 1868 W G Villiers sold the leasehold interest in Grovebury, then a dairy and 
grazing farm occupied by Samuel Hopkins, to the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
(CRO: BML 10/42/34; The Aerary, St George’s Chapel: CC 135.886–7, 135.897). A 
rough map included amongst the preparatory papers marks a rectangle in 
Chapel G round as ‘Site of Chapel’ (CRO: X 606/6 uncatalogued). The farmhouse 
was in bad repair and a new replacement was soon built to the north before 
1875 and occupied by Benjamin Hopkins who succeeded his late father in 1874 
(CRO: WI 124; KK 348; X606/4 uncatalogued; X 606/6 uncatalogued). 

 
Grovebury had remained pasture for about 500 years until relatively recently 
but now is predominantly a quarry though some pasture remains by the river. 
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Note: Additional documentary evidence (compiled by Evelyn Baker) fronts the 
chronological Sections to provide contexts for the changes on site and 
information about Custodians. Additional material and information from 
Coleman’s documentary archive are woven into the thematic Sections where 
appropriate to enhance the text; the resulting 
analyses/assumptions/interpretations are those of the main author. See [66] for 
further essays and analyses, [67.01] for Coleman’s chronological guide to 
documents, and [67.02–67.25] for transcriptions. 
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