
1 
 

66.09 Leighton and Grovebury, Leigh and Duncombe 
 

Evelyn Baker 
 

Cross-references to Digital Supplement in red 
Cross-references to Printed Synthesis in brown 

 
 
In 1582 there appeared to be a move to bring the manor of Leighton back into 
single ownership with the executors of Francis Barneham assigning the lease of 
his moiety of the manors of Grovebury and Leighton Buzzard to Christopher 
Hoddesdon. John Barne released his interest the following year. A marriage 
settlement in 1588/89 between the Hoddesdon and Leigh families saw Lord 
Thomas Leigh of Stoneleigh assigning the lease of the ‘mannor and pastures of 
Grovebury’ and the manor of Leighton Buzzard etc to his son John, and Ursula, 
the daughter of Christopher Hoddesdon. In a covenant he leased to 
Christopher’s wife Alice ‘all those pastures and Demesne groundes whatsoever 
called the Groveburie in the parrishe of Leighton Bussard nowe or late in the 
several occupacions of Clement Duncombe and Gyles Duncombe gent, and 
Edwarde Karville’. 
 
Christopher was the father-in-law of John Leigh, and left him the prebendal 
estate in 1610; in 1584 the parsonage house in Leighton was described as the 
‘Mansion House’, with a hall, parlour, buttery, wool house, kitchen, larder, 
boulting house, as well as three little houses, the Vergys house, ‘Kill House’, 
malt house, and ‘New Garden’ (Collett-White 1995). When Hoddesdon died in 
1610 the manorial leases passed to John and Ursula, but Gyles Duncombe was 
still paying rent for ‘Groveburye pastures’ in 1614. When the Commonwealth 
abolished Deans and Chapters, some Grovebury land was sold off in 1649 to 
William Haveningham and others.  

 
A 17th-century survey of the manor of Grovebury (that Coleman believes is of 
the whole estate) includes ‘All that messuage or farmhouse called or knowne by 
the name of Grovebury Manor … £240’ and ‘Meadows adjoining house … £60’ 
[67]. The property was clearly valuable; during the Civil War a group of 
Parliamentarians including Richard Mead and Colonel Okey compelled Leigh to 
sell the lease to them at a price well below its value. In 1660, as soon as the 
Commonwealth ended and Charles II was on the throne, Leigh petitioned 
Charles II to ensure that the lease was restored to him, since he had been forced 
to sell it at a disadvantageous price to the regicides. Since Okey was one of 59 
signatories of Charles I’s death warrant, his son was sympathetic, resulting in a 
lease for Leigh of 21 years. Okey, born in the Bedfordshire village of 
Brogborough, was still politically active and fled to the Netherlands; after 
extradition in 1662 he was hung, drawn, and quartered. 
 
Leigh was given permission to sell his interest in the Grovebury lease to George 
Bates, physician to Charles II; each close had a separate occupier. While Leigh 
maintained an interest in the manor of Leighton, the two parts remained 
separate from this time onwards. Many people had interests in the property. 
 
In 1611 Gyles Duncombe was paying £15 6s 8d for a half year’s rent. It was 
worth less in 1668 when George Bates was paying a yearly rent of £28 5s 8d for 
the ‘Manor of Grovebury … with appurtenances’. Leigh leased the house, 
pasture and meadow called Chappell Close and Mantell meadow with other land 
occupied by William Theed, gentleman, to George Bates. In 1668 when Bates 
died, no mention was made of the building in Chapel Close. There are several 
references to the keepers of the great pastures at Grovebury, such as Thomas 
Fox in the late 17th or early 18th century. From 1668 onwards the 513 acres it 
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then comprised were leased out to local farmers. In the 1690s and early 18th 
century Thomas Fox was pasture-keeper. In 1840 the 514 acres of the still intact 
demesne block was 96% pasture.  
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