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The Newport Ship Project 

Introduction

In 2002, during the construction of the Riverfront Theatre, on the 
banks of the River Usk in Newport, South Wales, an archaeological 
find of great significance was unearthed. In the summer of that year, 
while undertaking the excavations for the theatre’s orchestra pit, the 
well-preserved remains of a 15th century clinker built merchant vessel 
were discovered. 

The site, which was surrounded by a cofferdam, was being monitored 
by the Glamorgan Gwent Archaeological Trust at the time of 
discovery. The ship lay in what is locally known as a pill or small 
inlet, with its stern closest to the river and its bow facing into the 
inlet. The timbers were covered in thick alluvial mud, which created 
an ideal anaerobic environment for successful preservation. Seventeen 
strakes of planking remained on the port side and thirty-five on the 
starboard side of the ship. The vessel was approximately 30m in 
length.

A silver French coin was found purposely inserted into the keel of the 
vessel, dating the ship to after May 1447. Dendrochronological 
research has shown the hull planking to be from the Basque country 
and after 1449 in date. 

After a much publicised ‘Save Our Ship’ campaign, it was decided 
that the ship would not be recorded and discarded but excavated with 
the aim to conserve. The riders, stringers, braces, mast step, frames 
and overlapping clinker planks and keel were dismantled one by one 
and lifted. Almost 2000 ship components as well as hundreds of 
artefacts were excavated. 

This report and catalogue examines and lists the stone assemblage 
excavated from the Newport Medieval Ship.
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Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 90mm x 65mm x 50mm

Type: Slate

Weight: 57g

Maesglas No: 396

Context: 130 Description: No nail holes. Displays a textural 
variation from other samples, notably a 
‘crenulation cleavage’. However, lack of  disct-
inctivly unusual colours or textures makes 
provenancing difficult, and consequently may 
have been derived from the following sources: 
Wales, south-west England, Spain, Portugal, 
Luxembourg/Belgium or Western Scotland. 
(from report by Horak et al 2011). 

Function: unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 85mm x 65mm x 15mm

Type: Sandstone

Weight: 147g

Maesglas No: 397

Context: 152 Description: Light brownish grey in colour. 
Fine - medium sandstone very micaceous. 
Laminations of black grains. Carbonifer-
ous  - devinian 250mm - 375mm. Oxidised 
iron. Arenaceous sandstone with mica, 
orange (?feldspar) grains, black (organic 
grains?). Weak lamination on mm scale 
with iron pyrites (oxidised). Possibly 
locally derived.

Function: Possible whetstone 



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 180mm x 85mm x 17mm

Type: Sandstone

Weight: 589g

Maesglas No: 398

Context: 1017 Description:  Very well sorted, medium-
fine grained. Quartz dominated, mica-
ceous sandstone, with additional superfi-
cial iron-staining. Laminations on mm 
scale. Possibly locally derived 
?Carboniferous/Devonian. No evidence of 
being whetstone.
 

Function: Roof tile?



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 130mm x 40mm x 30mm

Type: Sandstone composition

Weight: 302g

Maesglas No: 399

Context: 1001 Description: Natural elongate pebble of 
quartz-rich, micaceous sandstone. Medium 
grained, very well sorted. Possible local prov-
enance. ?Carboniferous/Devonian. Possible 
whetstone, some surface appears slightly 
smoothed. 

Function: Whetstone?



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 120mm x 100mm x 9mm

Type: Slate

Weight: 171g

Maesglas No: 400

Context: 149 Description: No circular pits (cf 401) Indi-
vidual partings, very fine ca1mm. Plainer 
surfaces. Very fine grained, unknown 
provenance and lithological source.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 102mm x 77mm x 7mm

Type: Slate

Weight: 121g

Maesglas No: 401

Context: 109 Description: Slate parting overall 7mm. individual 
partings very fine ca1mm. Cavities in the slate, 
0.5mm in diameter (typical) Slightly crenulated ?
No nail holes. Very fine grained, unknown prov-
enance and lithological source.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 105mm x 85mm x 9mm

Type: Slate

Weight: 145g

Maesglas No: 402

Context: 1001 Description: Fine crenulation. Fragment parting 
8mm. Individual parting very fine.Locally pitted 
associated with Iron Oxides. Very fine grained. 
Unknown provenance and lithological source.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: (Larger) 125mm x 65mm x 10mm; 
(Smaller) 112mm x 70mm x 7mm 

Type: Slate

Weight: 227g

Maesglas No: 403

Context: 128  
Description: No nail holes. Slight crenulations on 
surface. No pits. Fragement 8mm. Parting very 
fine. Colour variable. Very fine grained, unknown 
provenance, ?Carboniferous/Devonian.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 115mm x 111mm x 3mm

Type: Slate/Phyllite

Weight: 323g

Maesglas No: 404

Context: 1025 Description: 3 samples of phyllite showing 
crenulation liniations, 1 sample of slate. 
Provenance Devon, Pembrokeshire or further 
afield. ?Carboniferous/Devonian. Partial 
coating with lime mortar, indicating use in 
construction

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions:205mm x 160mm x 20mm

Type: Sandstone

Weight: 1087g

Maesglas No: 405

Context: u/s Description: Grey/green quartz-dominated 
micaceous sandstone. Laminated on 5 mm 
scale, very homogeneous.  Fine grained, 
very well sorted. Locally derived, ORS, 
possible Senni beds. Does not appear to 
have been worked. 

Function: Roofing tile



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 150mm x 120mm x 15mm

Type: Sandstone

Weight: 465g

Maesglas No: 407

Context: 149 Description: Triangular in plan. Pale 
green/grey sandstone, quartz-domianted 
with mica, shoeing iron staining along 
laminations and fractures. Fine grained, 
very well sorted. Locally derived, ORS 
possible Senni beds.
 Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 180mm x 125mm x 5mm

Type: Phyllite

Weight: 250g

Maesglas No: 408

Context:1001 Description: No nail holes. Showing both 
intersection and crenulation lineations. 
Provenance Devon, Pembrokeshire or 
further afield. Partial coating with lime 
mortar, indicating use in construction.

Function: unknown 



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Larger piece is 135mm x 75mm x 7mm

Type: Phyllite 

Weight: 179g (combined)

Maesglas No: 409

Context: 1001 Description: Largest piece has two possible 
partial nailholes. Provenance Devon, Pem-
brokshire or further afield. Unknown litho-
graphical source. Partial coating with lime 
mortar, indicating use in construction.
 

Function: unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 80mm x 75mm x 17mm 

Type: Sandstone

Weight: 201g

Maesglas No: 410

Context: 128 Description: Quartz-rich micaceous sand-
stone. Well sorted, quartz, feldspar (white), 
mica and black grains (organic), thin lami-
nations mm scale. Fine grained, very well 
sorted. Possibly locally derived, 
Carboniferous/Devonian? Iron stained on 
weathered surface.

 

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: (Largest) 115mm x 100mm x 17mm

Type: Sandstone

Weight: (combined) 810g

Maesglas No: 411

Context: u/s Description: 10 fragments of red mica-
ceous sandstone, with ripple laminations. 
Very fine grained, very well sorted. Possi-
bly locally derived, ORS/Devonian. Natural 
fragments of stone, no evidence for use as 
roofing tile.

Function: Roof tile



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 175mm x 130mm x 7mm

Type: Slate

Weight: 311g

Maesglas No: 412

Context: 1002 Description: No nail holes; Shows plu-
mose texture on one side, fine crenulation 
cleavage (mm scale) on reverse. Fragment 
5mm think. Individual partings very fine. 
Very fine grained, unknown provenance 
and lithoglogical source.
 Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 50mm x 30mm x 20 mm

Type: Sandstone

Weight: 28g

Maesglas No: 413 

Context: 140   Description: Coarse sandstone highly 
decayed, no further analysis possible. 
Unknown provenance and lithological 
source.
 

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 19mm x 12mm x 5 mm

Type: Unidentified

Weight: 4g

Maesglas No: 414 

Context: 130   Description: White chacedony/chert with 
partial black coating (not of natural origin). 
Unknown provenance and lithological 
source.

 
Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 15mm x 15mm x 12 mm

Type: Stone (Acid Tuff?)

Weight: 4g

Maesglas No: 415 

Context: 120   Description: Dark grey with possible 
quartz crystals. Unknown provenance and 
lithological source.

 
Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 55mm x 30mm x 20mm

Type: Chert

Weight: 25g

Maesglas No: 416 

Context: 109   Description: Dark grey chert with paler grey 
weathered margin (c. 12mm)and undeter-
mined fossils fragments. Unknown prov-
enance and lithological source.

 
Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 45mm x 30mm x 1mm

Type: Slate

Weight: 6g

Maesglas No: 417 

Context: 130   Description: Fine plumose texture. Very 
even colour. Fragment 2mm. Individual 
partings, very fine. Very fine grained, 
unknown provenance and lithological 
source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 55mm x 12mm 

Type: Slate

Weight: 11g

Maesglas No: 418 

Context: 130   Description: Uniform composition with 
some muscovite mica. Fragment thick-
ness, 6mm, fine parting. Unknown prov-
enance and lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 20mm x 20mm x 15mm

Type: Chalk

Weight: 6g

Maesglas No: 419 

Context: 130   Description: Typical sample of chalk, no 
fossils observed. Not Welsh provenance - 
S. England? Cretaceous. 

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Base 52mm thick; walls vary 27-50mm 

Type: Sandstone

Weight: 3.46kg 

Maesglas No: 420

Context: u/s Description: Quartz-dominated, micaceous 
sandstone. Similar to 399, superficial iron 
staining from external source. Medium 
grained, very well sorted. Possibly locally 
derived, Carboniferous.
 

Function: Mortar



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Base 52mm thick; walls vary 27-50mm 

Type: Sandstone

Weight: 3.46kg 

Maesglas No: 420

Context: u/s Description: Quartz-dominated, micaceous 
sandstone. Similar to 399, superficial iron 
staining from external source. Medium 
grained, very well sorted. Possibly locally 
derived, Carboniferous.
 

Function: Mortar



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 80mm diameter

Type: Limestone

Weight: 623g

Maesglas No: 421

Context: 130 Description: Ooidal limestone, no other fossil 
debris, suggests [Painswick Limestone] , 
Inferior Oolite. Grain size = ooids <750μm. 
Non Welsh provenance, Middle Jurassic 
(Inferior Oolite?).

Function: Shot



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 55mm diameter

Type: Arenite (Sandstone)

Weight: 193g

Maesglas No: 422

Context: 130 Description: Similar to 424/425 small, with 
greenish grains. Fine grained, very well 
sorted. Unknown proevnance, not locally 
derived. Carboniferous?
 

Function: Shot



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 80mm diameter

Type: Arenite (Sandstone)

Weight: 643g

Maesglas No: 423

Context: 128 Description: Quartz dominated lacking 
greenish grains but with orange/brown 
iron stained grains. Fine grained, very well 
sorted. Unknown provenance, Carbonifer-
ous?
 

Function: Shot



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 82mm in diameter

Type: Arenite (Sandstone)

Weight: 624g

Maesglas No: 424

Context: 130 Description: Stone shot (large), quartz-
dominated, grained supported minor iron-
stained quartz grains. More poorly sorted 
than small shot and will lower diversity of 
grains. Very fine grained, moderately well 
sorted. Unknown provenance, not locally 
derived. Carboniferous?  
 

Function: Shot



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 70mm diameter

Type: Arenite (Sandstone)

Weight: 416g

Maesglas No: 425

Context: 1001 Description: Stone shot (small), quartz-
dominated, grained supported with orange 
iron-stained) grains and green 
(unidentified) grains. Fine grained, well 
sorted. Unknown provenance, not locally 
derived. Carboniferous? Sandstone remi-
niscent of SST used for monuments at 
Tintern Abbey.

Function: Shot 



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 111mm x 68mm x 11mm

Type: Sandstone

Weight: 147g

Maesglas No: 628 

Context: 130   Description: Natural fragment of coarse-
grained sandstone, with quartz pebbles up 
to 6mm diammeter, containing weathered-
out pyrite which is decaying to produce 
sulphate minerals. Coarse grained, poorly 
sorted, weathered surface. No provenance 
and lithological source.Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 30mm x 16mm x 10mm

Type: Limestone

Weight: Largest is 9g

Maesglas No: 852 

Context: 130   Description: 2 small pieces of locally 
sourced, carboniferous limestone

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 90mm x 75mm x 25mm

Type: Sandstone/Limestone/siltstone (9 pieces)

Weight: 681g combined

Maesglas No: 871 

Context: 108   Description: (a) 3 pieces of fine, highly micaceous 
sandstone, finely laminated. Fine grained, very 
well sorted. O.R.S. (b) 3 pieces grey sandstone 
similar to 399, medium grained, very well sorted, 
carboniferous? (c) 1 piece of grey limestone, 
homogenous, Jurassic. (d) Red, fine, quartz rich 
micaceous siltstone. Very fine grained, O.R.S. (e) 
1 grey, slightly micaceous sandstone. Very fine 
grained, very well sorted. O.R.S/Caboniferous. All 
could be locally derived.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 8mm x 7mm x 5mm

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 1g combined (3 pieces)

Maesglas No: 1035

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite). Prov-
enance not S. Wales, possibly Cornwall, 
Brittany, Portugal, N.E. Spain. Unknown litho-
logical source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 8mm x 7mm x 6mm

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 2g combined (20+ pieces)

Maesglas No: 1036

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite). Prov-
enance not S. Wales, possibly Cornwall, 
Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain, unknown 
lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 25mm x 10mm x 4mm

Type: Slate

Weight: 3g combined (2 pieces)

Maesglas No: 1037

Context: 128 Description: Fragment 1 4mm thick ,very fine 
parting. Fragment 2 1mm thick, fine parting. 
Slightly coarser grains than other slates. 
Saccharoidal texture. Very fine grained. 
Unknown provenance. Carboniferous, Devo-
nian?

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 7mm x 7mm x 6mm

Type: Quartz

Weight: 2g 

Maesglas No: 1038

Context: 120 Description: Unknown provenance and 
lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: N/A

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 1g combined (8+ fragments)

Maesglas No: 1039

Context: 120 Description: White mica (muscovite) 
reflective white in colour. Provenance not 
S. Wales, possibly Cornwall, Brittany, 
Portugal, NE Spain. Unknown lithological 
source. 

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 15mm x 10mm x 5mm

Type: Quartz

Weight: 2g

Maesglas No: 1040

Context: 120 Description: Quartz dominated lacking 
greenish grains but with orange/brown 
iron stained grains. Unknown provenance 
and lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 13mm x 10mm x 4mm

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 2g

Maesglas No: 1041

Context: 171 Description: white mica (muscovite) 
(12mm across). Provenance not Wales, 
unknown lithological source. 

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 6mm x 2mm x 1mm

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 1g combined (2 fragments)

Maesglas No: 1042

Context: 152 Description: white mica (muscovite). Prov-
enance not Wales, unknown lithological 
source.  

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 0.5mm x 0.5mm 

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 1g combined (approx. 20 fragments)

Maesglas No: 1043

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite). Prov-
enance not S. Wales, possibly Cornwall, 
Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain. Unknown 
lithological source.
 

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 5mm x 3mm x 0.5mm 

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 1g combined (3 flakes)

Maesglas No: 1044

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite). 
White/reflective in colour. Provenance not 
S. Wales, possibly Cornwall, Brittany, 
Portugal, NE Spain. Unknown lithological 
source.
 

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 20mm x 12mm x 11mm 

Type: Flint? (quartz)

Weight: 6g 

Maesglas No: 1045

Context: 171 Description: small fragment of quartz, slightly 
iron-stained. Unknown provenance and litho-
logical source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 5mm x 5mm x 0.5mm 

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 1g combined (15 flakes) 

Maesglas No: 1046

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite). Prov-
enance not S. Wales, possibly Cornwall, 
Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain. Unknown 
lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 5mm x 3mm x 0.5mm 

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 1g combined (5 flakes) 

Maesglas No: 1047

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite). Prov-
enance not S. Wales, possibly Cornwall, 
Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain. Unknown 
lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 13mm x 7mm x 5mm 

Type: Quartz

Weight: 3g combined (3 pieces) 

Maesglas No: 1048

Context: 120 Description: quartz. Unknown provenance 
and lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 8mm x 5mm x 2mm 

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 3g combined (20 pieces) 

Maesglas No: 1049

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite ) & 
quartz. Provenance not S. Wales, possibly 
Cornwall, Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain. 
Unknown source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 5mm x 5mm x 2mm 

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 2g 

Maesglas No: 1050

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite ). 
Provenance not S. Wales, possibly Corn-
wall, Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain. 
Unknown lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 7mm x 5mm x 2mm 

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 1g combined (approx. 10 pieces) 

Maesglas No: 1051

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite ). 
Provenance not S. Wales, possibly Corn-
wall, Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain. 
Unknown lithological source. 

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 12mm x 10mm x 2mm 

Type: Slate

Weight: 1g combined (2 pieces) 

Maesglas No: 1052

Context: 120 Description: Triangular-shaped. Very fine 
grained. Slight saccharoidal texture. Frag-
ment 1, 2.5mm thick, very fine parting. 
Fragment 2, 1mm, very fine parting. 
Unknown provenance and lithological 
source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 11mm x 6mm x 5mm 

Type: Quartz

Weight: 1g 

Maesglas No: 1053

Context: 152 Description: Unknown provenance and 
lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 7mm x 3mm x 2mm 

Type: White mica with quartz

Weight: 1g combined (2 flakes) 

Maesglas No: 1054

Context: 152 Description: white mica (muscovite) 
Reflective surfaces. Provenance not 
Wales. Unknown lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 10mm x 7mm x 4mm 

Type: Calcite

Weight: 1g 

Maesglas No: 1055

Context: 152 Description: Calcite cleavage fragment, 
yellowish white. Unknown provenance and 
lithological source. 

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 10mm x 7mm x 3mm 

Type: Mica with quartz

Weight: 3g combined (12 flakes) 

Maesglas No: 1057

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite ) & 
quartz. Provenance not S. Wales, possibly 
Cornwall, Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain. 
Unknown lithological source.
 

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 30mm x 17mm x 10mm 

Type: Quartz arenite 

Weight: 9g combined (2 pebbles) 

Maesglas No: 1058

Context: 120 Description: Fragment (?) of quartz arenite 
(similar to that used for the shot) with 
hematite coating and larger quartz peb-
bles. Unknown provenance, Carbonifer-
ous?

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 10mm x 5mm diameter

Type: Unidentified

Weight: 1g  

Maesglas No: 1059

Context: 120 Description: No identification made. 
Unknown provenance and lithological 
source.

Function: Possible natural fossil?

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: 6mm x 3mm x 1mm

Type: White mica

Weight: 1g  

Maesglas No: 1060

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite) Prov-
enance not S. Wales, possibly Cornwall, 
Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain. Unknown 
lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 12mm x 7mm x 5mm

Type: Mica & quartz

Weight: 7g  

Maesglas No: 1061

Context: 120 Description: white mica (muscovite) and 
quartz. Provenance not S. Wales, possibly 
Cornwall, Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain. 
Unknown lithological source.

Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 95mm x 60mm x 55mm

Type: 1 sandstone and 2 white mica & quartz 

Weight: 800g combined  

Maesglas No: 1091

Context: 152 Description: Sandstone: Pale arenitic 
sandstone, homegeneous. Fine graned, 
well sorted. Provenance not S Wales

White mica & quartz: present in vein? 
Provenance not S. Wales, possibly Corn-
wall, Brittany, Portugal, NE Spain.Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 100mm x 62mm x 40mm

Type: 2 limestone and 1 quartz arenite (sandstone)

Weight: 400g combined  

Maesglas No: 1092

Context: 130 Description: Limestone: Pale, limestone 
similar to 1094. Not Welsh provenance, S. 
England? Cretaceous/Jurassic.

Sandstone: Flake of quartz arenite, par-
tially stained by iron (secondary). Fine 
grained, very well sorted, unknown prov-
enance.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 95mm x 90mm x 45mm

Type: Limestone 

Weight: 300g combined (2 pieces)

Maesglas No: 1094

Context: 130 Description: Recrystallised limestone 
containing fragments of echinoderm 
spines. Not Welsh provenance, S. Eng-
land? Cretaceous/Jurassic.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 130mm x 120mm x 40mm

Type: Sandstone 

Weight: 3.9kg combined (6 pieces)

Maesglas No: 1095

Context: 130 Description: (a) Fractured cobble. Quartz arenite, 
homogeneous, quartz cemented. Coarse-grained, well 
sorted. (b) Part of fractured cobble. Quartz arenite, 
homogeneous, quartz cemented slightly finer-grained 
than 1095a. (c) Quartz arenite with quartz cement, 
surface coating precludes further examination. (d) 
Fractured cobble. Quartz-rich sandstone with quartz 
cement. (e) Fractured cobble. Quartz-rich with black 
grains (5%)  and quartz cement. (f) Cobble. Could be 
locally derived. Quartz arenite, homogenous, quartz 
cemented. Others have unknown provenance.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 190mm x 110mm x 65mm

Type: 4 Limestone 5 Sandstone 

Weight: 4.08kg combined (9 pieces)

Maesglas No: 1096

Context: 128 Description: (a) Homogeneous, grey recrystallised 
limestone. Could be locally sourced, Jurassic. (b) 
Laminated red micaceous sandstone with prominent 
clasts/ concretions of white limestone (up to 50 mm). 
Medium grained, well sorted. (c) ? Volcanic rocks.  
(d) Quartz dominated sandstone with quartz cement 
and kaolinite infill. Coarse grained, very well sorted. 
(e) Sandstone, quartz arenite with quartz cement. 
Fine-medium grained, very well sorted. All apart 
from (a) have unknown provenance.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: Largest is 165mm x 130mm x 40mm

Type: 2 Limestone, 2 Sandstone, 1 Breccia 

Weight: 5.18kg combined (5 pieces)

Maesglas No: 1097

Context: 129 Description: (a) Pale limestone, recrystallised. 
 (b) Quartz arenite, massively bedded.
 Medium grained, very well sorted. (c) Sandstone pale 
green/grey clasts, fine-grained and micaceous, 
cemented by bartye. Very fine grained, very well 
sorted. (d) Ironstained along veins. Bearing crinoid 
ossicles, and ? Brachipod fragments. (e) Homogene-
ous, micaceous quartz-dominated sandstone with 
coarser layer containing mudclasts. Fine grained, well 
sorted. (a) & (b) provenance unknown. (c), (d) & (e) 
possibly locally derived.

Function: Unknown



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: N/A

Type: Sandstone (2 pieces)

Weight: N/A

Maesglas No: 1289

Context: u/s Description: Two pieces of sandstone found 
in MSG 437 bag of slag. Homogeneous, mica-
ceous, quartz-dominated sandstone smaller 
frgament coarser grined than larger one. 
Fine-medium grained, very well sorted, 
locally derived. Natural fragment - no 
evidence of use as whetstone.Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: N/A

Type: Sandstone (1 piece)

Weight: N/A

Maesglas No: 1290

Context: u/s Description: One piece of sandstone found in 
MSG 1172 bag of slag. Homogenous, mica-
ceous, quartz-dominated sandstone with 
minor lithic component. Fine grained, very 
well sorted, possibly locally derived ORS. 
Natural fragment - no evidence of use as 
whetstone.Function: Unknown

No Photo Required



 

Newport Medieval Ship Stone Catalogue

Dimensions: N/A

Type: Sandstone (1 piece)

Weight: N/A

Maesglas No: 1291

Context: u/s Description: One piece of sandstone found in 
MSG 702 bag of slag. Micaceous sandstone 
dominated by quartz, locally iron stain, but 
may be superficial. Medium grained, moder-
ately well sorted, possibly locally derived 
ORS. Natural fragment - no evidence of use 
as whetstone.Function: Unknown

No Photo Required
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