106 High Street, Worcester - historic building assessment

Mike Napthan Archacology

Ceiling structure over rooms F2/F3

after partial removal of 20th C stud-wall
partition. There was evidence that the lath and
plaster of the original ceiling continued
through both rooms un-interupted by a
partition

Unblocked fireplace
in room F1,
showing signs of

hob-grate

Scar of former corner fireplace showing as triangular area of replaced floor-boards in SW
corner of F3 - s

Exposed wide oak boarding of rooms F2/F3 (view facing south)

Ceiling structure room FS

Detail of south side of fireplace in room F1, showing the
throating of the original timber lintel

Figure 16: Details of historic fabric exposed at first floor level
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Chimney-flue (above) and fireplace (below) of the S1 hearth. Despite some 20th C
rebuilding this fireplace is probably the most complete and original in the building.
Unfortunately the hearthstone has been broken out, and the hearth apron removed.

Modified fireplace in S5, with 19th C replacement brick
arch, and brick backing for a hob-grate (probably removed
in the 1970s)

Well preserved oak boarding of second floor landing

Ceiling structure of room S1, view facing north, showing diagonal corner beams

Figure 17: Details of historic fabric exposed at second floor level
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Late 17th-early 18th C boundary wall exposed alongside 5 Deansway, note whitewashed plaster
adhering in places

Test pit 2, view facing north, showing stone Test pit 3 view facing south, showing foundation of
and tile foundation tile-built structure

General view of reduced levels along former raised beds to N of carpark

“ - \‘ Foundation of northern boundary wall revealed in slot dug

General view of level reduction on south side of yard - to facilitate damp-proofing
reduced dig was barely below level of carpark make-up

Figure 18: Test pits and groundworks in former car-parking area.



106 High Street, Worcester - historic building assessment Mike Napthan Archacology

Demolition of rear wing; note that neither the original
(southern) wall nor the late 19th C northern wall of the

rear wing were fully bonded into the main structure. The
position of the blocked second floor doorway is clearly
visible, directly over the doorways of the lower floors, the
doorways all appear to be original to the 1691 structure, and
therefore the original rear wing was clearly part of the
original scheme, but probably built last. Insertion of the
adjacent window openings in the late 19th C, and subsequent
1970s rebuilding of the heads has removed all trace of where
the original north wall of the rear wing joined the main
structure.

Removal of the floor slab of the rear wing revealed deeply disturbed deposits of 19th and 20th C date, possibly
relating to under-building or underpinning of the walls. At the base of the excavated horizons

there was a mixture of brick rubble, tile and a quantity of oyster shells. While no closely dateable

material was found this may be construction/demolition debris from the 1691 rebuilding

Figure 19: Removal of rear wing.
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Figure 20: Section drawings of engineer’s test pits rear of 106 High Street, Worcester

Approx internal floor evel
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Figure 21: Reconstructed original 1690s floorplans of 106 High Street - nb original size of three storey rear wing estimated only




