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Figure 1 

Site Location (with 1888 OS as background) 
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Peterborough Cathedral 

Garden to the Rear of No. 24 Minster Precincts   
 

 

1 Introduction 
 

1.1 Summary 
 

This report outlines the observations made during a programme of archaeological observation and 
recording associated with the creation of a garden in an area previously used for parking cars to 
the rear of No. 24 Minster Precincts.  Removal of the existing tarmac surface and its crushed stone 
substrate exposed the lower courses of several demolished walls, dating from the 19th century, in 
the western part of the excavation area, and in the eastern part a spread of mixed rubble, thought 
to reflect the position of a car park drainage gully soak-away. A moulded stone mullion was 
retrieved from the area of the soak-away and smaller pieces of moulded stone were observed in 
one of the wall footings, but no other artefacts of archaeological significance were encountered. 
 
 

1.2 Site Location and Description 
 
The site is located to the rear of No. 24 Minster Precincts on the south side of Galilee Court, also 
known as Minster Court, on the west side of Peterborough Cathedral (Figure 1). The site is centred 
on National Grid Reference 519315 298605. 
 
 

1.3 Planning Background 
 

In 2013, Planning Permission (13/00520/FUL) was granted for the conversion of No. 25 Cathedral 
Precincts (also known as Minster Precincts) from residential dwelling to a combined heritage and 
education centre for Peterborough Cathedral, subject to conditions requiring the implementation of 
an approved written scheme of archaeological building recording and an archaeological watching 
brief (programme of observation and recording). Included in the granted application description 
was “Replacement of rear car park into garden area and landscaping to the rear of Nos. 24 and 
25.”  The building works affecting No. 25 Minster Precincts are the subject of a separate report 
(Hall and Atkins, 2017).  
 
The developer, Peterborough Cathedral, undertook to implement the required programme of 
archaeological work to the standard specified by the Peterborough City Council (PCC) 
Archaeologist, and as set out in the Archaeological Assessment prepared by the Cathedral 
Archaeologist (Hall 2013), and in the Mitigation Strategy (Hall 2014) appended to this report.  
 
 

1.4 Historical and Archaeological Background   
 
The site affected by the work lies within the precincts of Peterborough Cathedral/ Abbey, on the 
south side of Galilee Court. The following summary is, in part, based on the pre-works 
archaeological assessment (Hall 2013). 
 
Nothing certain is known of the pre-Conquest history of this particular area on the west side of the 
precincts. The precincts of the 10th-century abbey (Burgh) and the 7th-century abbey 
(Medeshamstede) are not believed to have extended as far west as the current precincts, while the 
late Anglo-Saxon town was probably to their east or north-east (Hall forthcoming). The western 
area first received historical attention in the 12th century, from which we learn that Martin de Bec 
(abbot 1132‒55) ‘changed the gate of the minster and the market and the hithe and the town much 
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for the better’. This has sometimes been assumed to be when the town was moved to the west 
side, and the precincts are also presumed to have been extended westwards, thus creating one 
side of the Galilee Court. In succeeding centuries the buildings around the Galilee Court gradually 
developed, and were successively replaced, leaving it bounded as it is now. The central gateway 
was started in the early 13th century and completed by Abbot Godfrey in the early 14th; the 
adjoining range between the gateway and the cathedral church, now Nos 24‒25, was also the 
work of Abbot Godfrey, and many medieval elements still remain in No. 24 (Hall and Atkins 2017; 
PCCHER 80053 and 80078). Thomas Eyre’s map of 1721 (Figure 2), clearly shows the south 
range of the court before it was remodelled in the 19th century (modern day No. 24 stands 
immediately to the south of the ‘20’ on Eyre’s map).  
 

 

Figure 2 
Part of Thomas Eyre’s map of 1721 

 
By the time the Enclosure Award map was drawn up, in c.1822, the south range east of the 
Bishop’s Gate had been modified substantially and divided up and a new building had been 
erected to the south of No. 24, as shown in Figure 3 (the property labelled ‘41’ equates with 
modern day No. 24 and the new building appears to be a separate property numbered ‘42’).  
 

 

Figure 3 
Part of the Enclosure Map of c.1822  (PCCHER Image 1161; NRO ML 861) 

 
In a later map, dated (but not drafted in) 1822 (Figure 4), the new building to the south of No. 24 
had vanished and a different pair of structures, tight to the southern boundary of the property, had 
appeared. Apparently, these too had been altered or replaced by 1862 (Figure 5), although the 
degree of simplification evident in the three maps (Figures 3, 4 and 5) means that the recorded 
size and location of the sequence of structures to the rear of No. 24 cannot wholly be relied upon.  
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Figure 4 

Tracing of an 1822 map (possibly the Enclosure Map and/or a Tithe map) recorded during his 
periodic employment as Clerk of Works at Peterborough Cathedral between (1884‒1900) by J. T. 

Irvine. Some details may have been made from the buildings themselves  
(PCCHER image 1158, detail) 

 
 

 
 

Figure 5 

Part of George Smith’s map of 1862 (PCCHER image 1160) 

 

The far more reliable record of the south range made by the Ordnance Survey in 1885 (published 
1888), shows the building now known as No. 24 with a sizable rear extension and an attached 
building, which is apparently joined to the main house by a vaulted passage (Figure 6). It appears 
probable (but is by no means certain) that the attached building, which projects from the south 
boundary wall of the property, was essentially the same structure as that shown in Smith’s map of 
1862. The 1900 and 1924/5 editions of the Ordnance Survey 25-inch map show No. 24 with a 
large footprint encompassing both the house and the attached building which are shown outlined 
separately on the 1885/1888 map.  
 
In addition to the cartographic evidence for previous use of the area to the rear of No. 24 there are 
two air photographs, both pre-dating 1960 (Plates 1 and 2), which show the eastern part of the 
south range in some detail. The first of these (Plate 1) was taken with the camera facing north and 
square-on to the south range and it is therefore clear which buildings are those shown on the 
Ordnance Survey map (Figure 6).   
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Figure 6 
Ordnance Survey 25” map surveyed 1885/published 1888. (PCCHER image 1066). 

 
 

 
 

Plate 1 
Aerial photograph, c.1937‒1950s (PCCHER 1012) 

 
The second photograph (Plate 2) was taken at a more oblique angle and shows not only the 
pitched roof and crenellations of the rectangular building, which adjoined the south boundary wall 
of No. 24, but also the two storeys of its east elevation. This building is similar in plan, and in its 
crenellations, to the Bishop’s and Deanery stables (Hall, 2013), and it may have been built to serve 
the same purpose, with a hayloft and/or accommodation at first floor level. The photograph also 
shows the conglomeration of structures which appear to have been added to fill the gap between 
the house and the rectangular building, all of which have since been demolished (frontispiece; 
photograph taken by Sarah Botfield). 
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Plate 2 
Aerial photograph, pre-dating 1960, detail (PCCHER 1209) 

 
 

1.5 Methodology 
 
Removal of the existing tarmac surface and its substrate was carried out by men working for John 
Lucas Ltd, using a small mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless bucket. This work was 
supervised by Caroline Atkins, the project archaeologist, who subsequently cleaned and recorded 
the features exposed at the limit of excavation, adhering throughout to the requirements of the 
Mitigation Strategy prepared by the Cathedral Archaeologist (Hall 2014).  
 
 

1.6 Timing 
 
Mechanical and archaeological excavation, written, drawn and photographic recording were carried 
out on the 3rd and 4th of July 2017.  
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2 Archaeological Observations     
 
The deposits removed by the mechanical excavator from the area shown in Figure 7, were the existing 
tarmac surface (context 1001); its crushed stone substrate (1002) and part of the underlying demolition 
debris (1003) which had been spread across the area during creation of the car park.  The maximum depth 
of excavation was 250mm and the average was 210mm.  
 

 
 

Figure 7 
Garden to the rear of No. 24 Minster Precincts: Excavation Plan  

Levels are given relative to Ordnance Datum 

 
All of the features exposed at the limit of excavation had been damaged previously by a large 
mechanical excavator fitted with a toothed bucket which had either gouged parallel lines across the 
tops of the structures or flicked lumps of brick, stone or mortar out of their positions. This damage 
was particularly marked in the central part of the trench where the eastern ends of walls 1005, 
1006 and 1013 had been truncated. Given the very similar levels on the tops of the damaged walls, 
it is probable that all of the damage was caused when the area was prepared for the creation of a 
car park. 
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Preparation for the new use of the site, as a grassed picnic area for school parties visiting the 
Education Centre, required little more than a 200mm-depth of excavation because it was intended 
that good topsoil would be imported to both fill the trench and slightly raise the level of the 
prepared area before grass seed was sown. Consequently, the walls and other features shown in 
Figure 7 were only partly exposed and relatively little can be said about most of them. 
 

 
 

Plate 3 
(Archive image: PC24 17 047) 

Garden to the rear of No. 24: west side of excavation area, viewed from the north. 
Scale units 0.50m 

Photograph: Caroline Atkins 

 
The superimposed and connected wall courses closest to the west side of the trench (Figure 7, 
centre left; Plate 3, centre right) were the most interesting, because they provided evidence for the 
sequence of construction. The earliest part of this multi-phase structure is a 0.50m-wide course of 
re-used stones (1005), amongst which is one moulded piece (Plate 4), which remains in situ.  
 

                
 
                                   Plate 4                                                              Plate 5 
                                  (Archive image: PC24 17 016)                                                 (Archive image: PC24 17 047) 

                Walls 1004, 1005 1006 and 1007,                  Walls 1004, 1005 1006 and 1007,  
                          viewed from the east.                                      viewed from the NE. 
                                    Photograph: Caroline Atkins                                                     Photograph: Caroline Atkins 
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The relationship between stonework 1005 and the offset stone footing for wall 1007 (Plate 5) was 
masked by later brickwork, however it is possible that these stone courses were part of the small 
building shown to the rear of No. 24 in the Enclosure Map (Figure 3), or simply an offset footing 
designed to support the superimposed brickwork (1004). The latter appears the least likely 
because the facing courses on the north and south sides of 1005 are not level, and the average 
30cm-wide brickwork therefore sits awkwardly, as if cobbled onto a partly dismantled wall. The 
brick courses of 1004 were laid level with those of wall 1007, the recently demolished west 
boundary wall of the area to the rear of No. 24, suggesting that they are broadly contemporary.  
The bricks used in both 1004 and 1007 were 225mm x 110mm x 65mm.  
 
A third structure, brick wall 1006 (Plate 4, right of frame), abuts the north face of 1005 and keys 
into a hacked socket in the east face of the stone course beneath wall 1007. The lower course of 
1006, which was built using incomplete, entirely reclaimed, bricks, is 23cm wide; the impression of 
a second course, a maximum of 10cm wide, is present in the superimposed mortar bed.   
 
Only 1.10m from the east face of boundary wall 1007, walls 1005, 1004 and 1006 have been 
truncated by a north-south aligned trench for an active foul-water drain. However, all three walls 
are present to the east of the drain trench, providing evidence for a minimum total west/east length 
of 4.20m.  
 
In this area to the east of the foul drain trench there is a single stone (Figure 7, 1009) projecting 
from the south side of stone wall 1005 (Plate 6). The stone appears to have been cut into wall 
1005, and it is aligned perfectly on the alternate quoining evidenced in the property’s south 
boundary wall (Plate 7). The remnant of a crenellated wall top, seen complete in Plate 2, indicates  
that this was the south-east corner of the putative stable, and therefore most probably that the 
junction of stone 1009 and wall 1005 marks the north-east corner of the same building, and that 
the building had an internal length (N/S) of 7.14m.  
 

     
 
                                        Plate 6                                                                 Plate 7 
                                     (Archive image: PC24 17 035)                                        (Archive image: PC24 17 020) 
  Wall 1006 abutting stone wall 1005, with projecting         The north face of the south boundary 
      stone 1009 centre right, viewed from the west.              wall, showing the alternate quoining 
                                       Photograph: Caroline Atkins                                              and part of the crenellated wall top. 
                                                                                                                                          Photograph: Caroline Atkins 
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The second truncation of the three walls, 4.20m east of wall 1007, is attributable to the 
groundworks associated with the creation of the car park, in particular the excavation of a large 
soak-away for the surface water drainage gully (Figure 7, ‘plastic pipe’), which has also truncated 
the south end of wall 1011, which lies at right angles to 1004 et al.  At an average of 31cm wide, 
above an offset brick footing, brick wall 1011 (Figure 7; Plate 3, slightly left of centre bottom) is 
similar in width to 1004 and probably represents the east wall of the same, or at least a 
contemporary, structure. If part of the same building, wall 1011 would give it an internal west-east 
dimension of 4.65m.  
 
In the area to the east of the foul-water drain trench, a second 23cm-wide brick wall (1008), also 
bearing the mortar impression of a superimposed one-brick-wide course, lies to the north of wall 
1006, parallel to it and 1.45m distant (centre to centre). Given their similarity and common 
alignment, and the close proximity of 1006 to wall 1005/1004, it is probable that 1006 and 1008 
were both built as sleeper walls, to support a timber floor.  
 
A separate and poorly aligned bit of brickwork (Figure 7, 1012 and 1013; Plates 8 and 9), to the 
south of wall 1005/1004, appears to be a short length of brick wall (1013), approximately 15cm 
wide by 0.80m long, abutted by a line of bricks laid as pavers (1012). This pairing of features made 
from incomplete reclaimed bricks is most likely to represent a doorway, perhaps part of the putative 
stable block discussed in Section 1.4.  
 

                     
 
                                 Plate 8                                                                  Plate 9 
                             (Archive image: PC24 17 009)                                                           (Archive image: PC24 17 011) 

                      Walls 1013,and 1012                                            Walls 1013, and 1012  
                       viewed from the east.                                            viewed from the east. 
                               Photograph: Caroline Atkins                                                               Photograph: Caroline Atkins 

 
The only other features of possible interest are the three lumps of building materials (Figure 7, 
1010; Plate 10, bottom left) in the north-east quadrant of the trench. Two of the lumps are of 
cement-bonded brickwork and the other is a single stone, 40cm by 45cm in plan. Given their 
proximity to the plastic pipe which carried surface water from the car park gully, these lumps are 
most likely to be displaced demolition debris within deposit 1003, possibly derived from the now 
missing junction of walls 1005/1004 and 1011.  
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At the limit of excavation in the major part of the excavated area (Plate 10), nothing of 
archaeological interest was exposed, just an expanse of demolition debris (1003).  
 
One moulded stone was collected, by the workmen, from this deposit.  It is a nearly complete 
length of mullion (Plates 11 and 12), with rebates to the rear, glazing grooves each side, plain 
chamfers and a flattened roll-and-fillet at the front. The mouldings are very similar to those of the 
early 14th-century Abbot’s Gateway (Hall and Atkins 2017), but it does not appear to match the 
mouldings of the oldest extant windows of No. 24. 
 

 
 
                                         Plate 11                                                                 Plate 12 
                                       (Archive image: PC24 17 059)                                                            (Archive image: PC24 17 060) 

                 The length of mullion from context  1003                     The mullion from context  1003                       
                                            Photograph: Jackie Hall                                                                       Photograph: Jackie Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 10 
(Archive image: PC24 17 51) 

Garden to the rear of 
No. 24: showing the 
spread of demolition 

debris across the 
eastern and central part 
of the excavation area, 
viewed from the NW. 

Scale units 0.50m 
Photograph: Caroline Atkins 
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3 Conclusions 

The limited depth of the garden excavation trench provided an opportunity to record structures 
demolished in the last quarter of the 20th century, but only at the most damaged and fragmentary 
upper levels. The evidence gathered is consequently patchy at best, and it is by no means certain 
which of the buildings encountered are those mentioned in Section 1.4 above. However, it is 
probable that the buildings which are shown on the Enclosure Map (Figure 3), Smith’s map of 1862 
(Figure 5) and the Ordnance Survey map surveyed in 1885 (Figure 6) are represented by walls 
1005, 1009 and 1004 with 1011 respectively.   

As a result of the current requirement for mechanical excavators to be fitted with toothless buckets, 
the walls exposed by the groundworks in July 2017 were not damaged. Unfortunately, but in 
accordance with the then prevailing requirements, the creation of the car park was less carefully 
executed and, in addition to the surface damage recently observed, it is probable that the creation 
of the soak-away destroyed evidence for not only the putative stable, but also earlier structures 
and deposits to the east if it. 
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5 Project Archive 
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deposited with Peterborough City Museum under the project code PC24 17. 
 
 

7 References 
 
Hall, J, 2013, Peterborough Cathedral archaeological assessment for proposed works related to projects 

developed as part of the HLF application ‘letting it speak for itself’,  unpublished report for Peterborough 

Cathedral 

 
Hall, J, 2014,  ‘A Mitigation Strategy detailing a Programme of Archaeological Observation and Recording at 

Peterborough Cathedral Precincts, associated with the landscaping of Galilee Court and changes within the 

West Front Porticos.’ Unpublished document prepared on behalf of Peterborough Cathedral. 

 

Hall, J, Forthcoming. Abbey and Town: Post-Conquest Topography and Lay Access, in R. 

Baxter, J. Hall and C. Marx (eds), Art, Architecture and Archaeology in Peterborough 

and the Soke, British Archaeological Association Conference Transactions. 

 

Hall, J and Atkins, C, forthcoming, ‘Peterborough Cathedral. Bishop’s Gate and No. 25 Minster Precincts. A 

Report on a Programme of Archaeological Observation and Recording, unpublished report for Peterborough 

Cathedral 

 

NRO, Northamptonshire Record Office 

 

PCCHER, Peterborough City Council Historic Environment Record (incorporating results of Cathedral 
Historic Precincts Project) 
 
 
Caroline Atkins 
August  2017 
 



Peterborough Cathedral : Garden to the Rear of No. 24 Minster Precincts                                                                   Site Code: PC24 17             

13 
 

 

Appendix A 
 

A Mitigation Strategy detailing a Programme of Archaeological Observation and 

Recording at Peterborough Cathedral Precincts, associated with the landscaping of 

Galilee Court and changes within the West Front Porticos 

 

Planning Reference Number: 13/00505/FUL 

Prepared by Jackie Hall for Peterborough Cathedral 

 

1 Summary 

This written scheme details an archaeological mitigation strategy which, if approved, will be 

implemented during groundworks associated with creating universal access to the West Front of 

the Cathedral and re-grading and re-surfacing the southern path to the front of Nos 24-28 Minster 

Precincts. 

 

2 Site Location and Description 

The site is centred on National Grid Reference 519325 298648 and is located on the west and 

south side of ‘Galilee Court’ – the great court on the west side of Peterborough Cathedral within 

the precincts between the cathedral church (E), Norman Gateway, chapel and west ranges (W), 

walls to the Deanery (N) and south ranges. It slopes gently to the south (to the river Nene) and 

west (old town ditch) 

 

The whole area has been part of the cathedral/abbey precincts since the mid-12th century and it is 

possible that the eastern part of the court was in the Anglo-Saxon abbey precincts. 

 

3 Planning Background 

Planning permission (13/00505/FUL) has been granted to create universal access to the West 

Front of the Cathedral and re-grading and re-surfacing the southern path to the front of Nos 24-28 

Minster Precincts. The former involves removing tarmac and sub-base to a depth of c.0.15m prior 

to creating new ramped paths on a broad mound.  Along the south side of Galilee Court the 

pavement will be taken up to a depth of c.0.3m prior to resurfacing. 

 

The developer, Peterborough Cathedral, has undertaken to implement the required programme of 

archaeological work, to the standard specified by the Peterborough City Council (PCC) 

Archaeologist, as set out in the Archaeological Assessment (Hall 2013) and in accordance with the 

methodology proposed in this document.   

 

If the proposed archaeological programme is acceptable to the PCC Archaeologist, it is hoped that 

construction groundworks will commence in the near future.  The Archaeologist will be notified of 

the precise start date and works programme when these have been agreed. 

 

 

4 Historical and Archaeological Background   

The site of the proposed groundworks lies within the precincts of Peterborough Cathedral/ Abbey, 

within the Galilee Court (or Minster Court). The following is taken from the archaeological 

assessment (Hall 2013): 

 

Nothing certain is known of the pre-Conquest history of this particular area on the west side of the 
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precincts. The precincts of the 10th-century abbey (Burgh) and the 7th-century abbey 

(Medehamstede) are not believed to have extended as far west as the current precincts, while the 

Anglo-Saxon town was probably to their east or north-east. This area first receives historical 

attention in the 12th century, when we learn that Martin de Bec (abbot 1132-55) ‘changed the gate 

of the minster and the market and the hithe and the town much for the better’. This has always 

been assumed to be when the town was moved to the west side, and the precincts are also 

presumed to have been extended westwards, thus creating one side of the Galilee Court. Based 

on archaeological investigations on the north and south sides of the precincts, it has been 

suggested that the western ditch of 10th-century Burgh might have run close to the west front of 

the cathedral church. 

 

In succeeding centuries the buildings around the Galilee Court gradually developed, and were 

successively replaced leaving it bounded as it is now. Most relevant to this application is, on the 

west side, the 12th-century Norman Gateway, with the adjacent 14th-century St Thomas’ chapel 

(originally 12th-century), then a variety of 18th- and 19th-century houses.  The south side is 

notable for the 13th/14th-century Bishop’s Gateway near the middle and also has medieval 

remnants at each end (in numbers 24 and 28). The rest of the buildings are now 19th-century. The 

east side, of course, is bounded by the cathedral church west front, a magnificent early 13th-

century structure with a (by comparison) tiny late 14th-century porch built into the middle arch.  

 

Speed’s map of 1610 shows the Galilee Court to be open, as now, while the rather more useful 

1721 map, by Eyre, also shows no buildings, but does have an orchard in its western half. The 

map also shows a single path crossing the court and implies an enclosure west of the orchard, as 

does a contemporary estate map. Later map evidence shows the now-characteristic diagonal 

paths appearing by 1862, although they are not shown on the enclosure map of 1822, and this 

basic pattern has remained the same since. The Galilee court has also remained open, with the 

temporary exception of air raid shelters during World War II.  

 

A number of archaeological observations have been made in Galilee Court (see Hall 2013), of 

which the most important are 19th-century observations at the west front and utilities trenches 

along the south side and near the Norman Gateway, as follows: 

 

4.1  19th-century investigating/ underpinning of west front 

A programme of restoration on the West Front of the Cathedral began in 1896 (PCCHER 80245). 

As part of this, eleven trial holes were excavated at the base to determine whether underpinning 

was required. S. Bird working under J.T. Irvine, the Clerk of Works, recorded these excavations. 

The information obtained then was detailed, and an invaluable record of the medieval foundations 

on one side and, in some cases, the ground conditions on the other, including a very deep layer of 

‘much burnt wood’.  A square well was also found close to, but below, the projecting foundations of 

the Perpendicular porch (north side), possibly Roman. Fragments of a laver were found below the 

south buttress and staircase of the inner porch.  

 

Contemporary letters from the Cathedral Architect, J. L. Pearson to Irvine indicate that the west 

front foundations were mostly considered in good enough condition not to require underpinning, 

and the holes were backfilled with what came out of them, although the drawings suggest that 

some at least were filled with concrete. The front of the14th-century inner porch and adjoining 

13th-century piers, however, were underpinned to a distance of c.2m from the structure (ibid. and 

Fig 10) and down to the top of the Cornbrash (local limestone layer), around 9ft (2.7m) below 

Victorian ground level. The section drawings show clearly the depth of the 13th-century and later 
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foundations. 

 

The modern ground level is slightly lower now than in 1896, exactly at the level of the top of the 

foundations of the inner porch, as recorded in 1896; the 13th-century foundations are slightly 

lower. 

 

4.2  Utilities trenches along south and west sides of Galilee Court 

Excavation for a telephone duct in 2006 exposed tar-soaked wooden blocks of the late 19th or 

early 20th century immediately below the tarmac of the roadway south of the chapel and east of 

Norman gateway, with a gravelly fill below. During the public realm works in Cathedral Square in 

2010, the gas main outside Norman Gateway was diverted slightly to the north, with an 

archaeological watching brief by Northamptonshire Archaeology, which revealed the foundations of 

the Gateway, on both the north and south sides. Emergency electrical work on the south side of 

Galilee Court has shown significant deep disturbance due to services running below the pavement 

 

4.3   Summary of Historical and Archaeological Background 

Given the importance of the site as a monastic and ecclesiastical centre for over a thousand years, 

and observed observations at the west front, it is possible that the groundworks will expose 

archaeological remains associated with the medieval and post-medieval phases of the 

abbey/cathedral. The shallow nature of the excavations suggest that these may be minimal and 

may only be seen from the top, rather than in section. 

 

5 Aims of the Archaeological Project 

It is the aim of the project to investigate and interpret the exposed archaeological evidence for 

previous use of the site and to record that evidence, which would otherwise be destroyed by the 

proposed groundworks, to further aid understanding of the archaeology and architecture of the 

cathedral/abbey. The specific objectives of the project are: 

To identify and record all archaeological features and artefacts exposed during construction 

groundworks. 

To determine the form, function, and sequence of the archaeological features encountered. 

 To recover dating evidence from the archaeological features. 

To interpret the archaeological features and finds within the context of the known 

archaeology of the site and surrounding area. 

 

6 Methodology 

6.1 Site Work 

6.1.1 All groundworks associated with the site preparation will be undertaken under 

archaeological supervision, after notifying the PCC Archaeologist of the start date. She will 

be kept informed of the observations made during the development in order that the need 

for continued supervision or suspension of the watching brief may be determined. 

 

6.1.2 The Cathedral will allow adequate time and access for the archaeological contractor, who 

for this project is Jackie Hall, or her appointed replacement, Caroline Atkins, to make a full 

and detailed record of any archaeological deposits which are uncovered within the limits of 

the development.  The archaeological work will be carried out in accordance with the 

development timetable and will cause no delay to the development unless otherwise 

agreed if, for example, human remains or other major archaeological finds are encountered 

(see belie). 
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6.1.3 All archaeological features encountered will be located on a copy of the developer's plan, at 

a scale of 1:100 or 1:50, with levels relative to Ordnance Datum, and details of each feature 

or deposit will be recorded to enable the determination of their form and function and 

stratigraphic sequence. Any significant features will also be recorded at a scale of 1:20 or 

1:10, as appropriate, and in sectional drawings. 

 

6.1.4 A digital photographic record, will be made of archaeological features, where appropriate, 

and general views of the site will be taken to record the context. 

 

6.1.5 All finds made during the groundworks will be collected, located and assessed for later 

analysis. In the event that ceramics are encountered, specialist Dr Paul Spoerry, who is 

familiar with ceramics from these periods and the local area, will be consulted.  If 

necessary, other specialists from Oxford Archaeology East will be consulted on all other 

find types.  

  

6.1.6 In the unlikely event that deposits relating to industrial activity are encountered, samples 

and/or assemblages of slags and residues will be submitted to the appropriate specialists 

for analysis.  Even a small sample of any of these materials may have the potential to 

provide information on the industrial processes concerned.   

 

6.1.7 In the event that any human skeletal remains are discovered, the PCC Archaeologist, the 

Cathedral and their architect will be informed.  All efforts will be made for preservation in 

situ, but a detailed record will be made by specialist Zoe Ui Choileain. Only if no other option 

is possible will an exhumation licence be applied for from the Ministry of Justice, in which 

case then a detailed record will be made before the remains are removed from site for 

scientific study and before any further work is permitted on the development.  If the skeletal 

remains are of particular archaeological or scientific interest, and the current interpretation 

of the existing legislation permits it, the remains will be prepared for analysis and long-term 

storage with an appropriate museum but otherwise reburial will be the preferred option. 

 

6.1.8 In the event that a major archaeological find is identified, the archaeological contractor will 

immediately inform the PCC Archaeologist and a site meeting will be convened with the 

Cathedral, their architect, the archaeological contractor and relevant specialists at the 

earliest opportunity, and a representative of English Heritage will be invited to attend the 

meeting. A decision regarding the treatment of the remains to ensure their preservation will 

be made in agreement with the developer.  The preferred mitigation option will be to secure 

the in situ preservation of the remains, beneath the development.  Completion of the 

groundworks in the relevant part of the site will not be permitted until a mitigation strategy 

has been agreed and implemented. 

 

6.1.9 All relevant Health and Safety Legislation will be complied with throughout the period of the 

watching brief. 

 

6.1.10 The supervising archaeologist will be covered by current Public Liability Insurance. 

 

6.2 Analysis and Report  

6.2.1 All saved finds will be recorded and reported upon by appropriately skilled archaeologists, 

as identified in Section 6.1.  The finds will also be assessed for their suitability for inclusion 

in the site archive. 
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6.2.2 Within six months of the completion of the watching brief a written description and analysis 

of the methods and results of the watching brief will be produced, incorporating specialist 

artefact and environmental reports where necessary and/or available.   

 

6.2.3 Copies of the report will be supplied to the PCC Historic Environment Record Office and to 

the Cathedral. 

 

6.2.5 Jackie Hall and/or Caroline Atkins will retain copyright of the report relating to the 

programme of archaeological investigation associated with the development of 

Peterborough Cathedral Precincts but agrees that the Peterborough City Council Historic 

Environment Record has licence to reproduce any or all material contained in the report 

and archive for reference purposes on the understanding that this licence does not cover 

commercial use of the material by the PCC or any third party.  In all cases Jackie Hall 

and/or Caroline Atkins retains the right to be identified as the originator of the work.     

 

6.3 Archive Deposition 

6.3.1 A paper and electronic archive, ordered to MoRPHE PPN3 standards, and containing all 

primary and secondary written and photographic material will be prepared and lodged with 

the Peterborough Museum and Art Gallery. 

 

6.3.2 The Cathedral has agreed that the paper archive should be deposited with the 

Peterborough Museums Service but reserves the right to decide on the general artefact 

archive at a later date. 

 The finds judged suitable for inclusion in the site archive will be appropriately packaged, in 

accordance with the guidelines laid down by the Peterborough Museum and Art Gallery.  

 

6.3.3 A copy of the archive index, including the location of archive materials, will be supplied to 

the PCCHER. 

 

 

Jackie Hall 

8 May 2014 
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