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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Summary 

In February 2014, a programme of archaeological evaluation was carried out on land 
associated with ‘The Habit’, in Bridgnorth, Shropshire. 

The programme consisted of a single ‘L’-shaped evaluation trench located (centred) at NGR 
SO 717 930. The evaluation located the remains of a structure visible on the 1835 Leigh and 
Smith map of Bridgnorth, which appeared to have been altered with the insertion of a cellar, 
as well as a later, clay-lined, structure, which abutted the earlier cellarage. This feature may 
be represented on the 1884 OS map, where a square shaped structure is depicted to the 
west of a building fronting onto Castle Terrace. The remains of the Castle Terrace structure 
were heavily truncated by later activity, although their location appeared to roughly mirror 
that of the current patio area. 

The northern end of the trench appeared to have been heavily truncated by Victorian 
dumping activity and ground makeup, which probably related to both the 1835 and 1884 
structures. 

1.2 Development scheme 

A planning application 13/03529/FUL has been made by G. C. Rickards (the client) for for a 

single dwelling, to be erected in what is currently yardage/ hard standing for the ‘Habit’.  

1.3 Planning background 

Under the National Planning Policy Framework1 an assessment is required to be submitted 
by the applicant to inform the planning authority on the potential impacts of the development 
on any buried archaeological deposits or materials. 

A brief for the archaeological programme has been provided by the Planning Archaeologist 
for Shropshire Council (Andy Wigley) in November 2012 which includes site investigation by 
means of trial trenching.  

1.4 Purpose of document 

This document contains a report on the results of an archaeological evaluation which was 
carried out in accordance to an agreed Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI)2. It is to be 
submitted as a supplementary statement in support of a planning application for residential 
development. 

 

                                                

1 The NPPF introduced in March 2012 states the relevant government policy in section 12: Conserving and 

enhancing the historic environment, paragraphs 126 – 141. 
2
 SLR Consulting January 2014 The Habit, 30 – 32 East Castle Street, Bridgnorth, Shropshire Archaeological 

Written Scheme of Investigation 
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2.0 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Location and Land Use 

The application site is situated on the bluff above the west side of the River Severn, south of 
High Town and east of the Castle area, at NGR SO 717 930 (371710 293035) (Figure 1). It 
comprises a land plot to the rear of The Habit consisting of a rectilinear courtyard area 
approximately 225sqm.  

 

 
 

Figure 1: Site Location 

The site is broadly level at 67m AOD, the local topography dipping gently to the east towards 
the River Severn at c.31m AOD, approximately 120m from the site’s boundary. 

The existing land use is a patio surfaced with tarmac and paving slabs (Plates 1 and 2). A 
single garage is located in the northeastern corner (Plate 3), whilst the southern and eastern 
parts of the area were used for outdoor seating by the pub. The southern-most section 
consists of a pedestrian access from the east which ramps up from Castle Terrace (Plate 4), 
whilst the main access is to the west and descends gradually towards East Castle Street. 
This vehicular access route is via a narrow entrance corridor c.2m wide, c.20m long and a 
3m high arch, leading in from the west off East Castle Street (Plates 5 and 6). 

 

Reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of 
HMSO. Crown Copyright. All rights reserved OS Licence 

Number 100012293 
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Plates 1 and 2  
North and south sides of the application site, looking east 

 

  

Plates 2 and 3  
Looking north-west to the extant garage and No 5 Bank Street; and looking east along 

pedestrian access to Castle Terrace 
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Plates 5 and 6  
Access from East Castle Street, looking west, and looking east showing arch and 

narrow entrance way 

 

2.2 Geology and Topography 

According to the BGS on-line map viewer the site is located on the Bridgnorth Sandstone 
Formation - Sedimentary Bedrock formed approximately 271 to 299 million years ago in the 
Permian Period. Local environment previously dominated by wind-blown deposits. No 
superficial geological deposits are recorded, but the application site is 2.5m above the road 
level in Bank Street and Castle Terrace. It is assumed that this depth of deposit comprises 
made ground, probably of archaeological origin, with some demolition debris. There has not 
been any geotechnical investigations at the site. 

2.3 Archaeological Background 

There have been no previous archaeological investigations at the site. Time-Team 
conducted geophysical investigations further south in the back gardens to the rear of 
numbers 20, 23, 24 and 26 East Castle Street, plus trial trenching in 20 and 23, although the 
results have never been produced as a report. A foundation wall and cobbling were 
discovered. Investigations elsewhere in Bridgnorth have shown that the archaeological 
potential within the historic core is good. 

The archaeological and historical record for the area of Bridgnorth in which the application 
site is located suggests that it occupies an important position at the north-eastern corner of 
the castle bailey defences. 
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Figure 2 Leith and Smith map of 1835 
showing site division and building 

 

Historic mapping for the area include maps from the mid-19th century onwards which show 
that the site lay within an area that became developed at an early stage in the post-medieval 
period. In the late 19th century it comprised a back plot for The Ball Hotel, now known as The 
Habit. The application site has clearly undergone a number of changes with buildings, 
courtyard areas and a possible industrial feature or water tank, shown on an 1854 map and 
early OS maps (Figures 2 and 3), and a set of steps that provide access from Bank Street. 
This was called Back Lane on the earlier map, and the structure shown within the application 
site has a northern wall that is oriented parallel to Back Lane, whilst the southern wall lies 
along the alignment of the plots perpendicular to East Castle Street and Castle Terrace. 
These two alignments demonstrate how the courtyard area and the Habit occupy a 
peripheral area to the main street layout. 

The Ordnance Survey map of 1926 shows that the building range had been demolished by 
this date, thus opening up the courtyard area further.  The plot appears to have remained 
open until the early 1960s when a range of four individual cells, probably garages, were 
constructed along the Castle Terrace wall section, since demolished apart from the most 
north-eastern one. 

Site 
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Figure 3: Ordnance Survey Town Plan of Bridgnorth 1884 
showing buildings occupying the eastern side of the application area and 

detail below showing steps on north-western side going down to Bank Street 
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3.0 AIMS AND METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Aim 

The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to provide information that will enable an 
informed and reasonable planning decision to be taken regarding the archaeological 
provision for the areas affected by the proposed development. 

3.2 Objectives 

The main objectives included the need for an initial assessment of the factors which 
influenced the survival, quality, condition and relative significance of any archaeological 
features, deposits and structures within the study area, and to produce an enhanced 
understanding of the historical context of the development site. 

Following initial desk study of historic mapping3 one of the secondary objectives of the 
evaluation was to assess the extent and survival of structural remains relating to buildings 
depicted on the 1835 Leigh and Smith and 1884 OS maps. In addition the evaluation was 
designed to help establish the potential for survival for earlier remains, most notably those 
relating to the Castle Bailey defences. 

The investigation was guided by the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for 
Field Evaluation 2008. 

3.3 Methodology 

A single ‘L’ shaped trench was excavated by mechanical excavator to an initial total length of 
7m (north south) and 6m (east west) (Figure 4). The width of the trench was 1.8m. The 
trench was extended under instruction from Mick Krupa (Shropshire Council) to the west, by 
a further 1m. The trench was excavated to the first archaeological horizon by machine and 
then all features were manually excavated and cleaned by hand. The average depth of the 
trench was 1.20m in the north-south section of the trench, and 0.20m in the east west 
section. 

The drawn record included plans of the site at a scale of 1:5000 to tie in trench locations to 
the OS base map, 1:50 for trench plans, 1:20 for sections and 1:10 for profiles.  

The altitude was established through a survey loop from a benchmark marked on the 
development plan lying in the centre of the junction between East Castle Street and West 
Castle Street with a value of 66.10m AOD. From this a Temporary Bench Mark (TBM) was 
established on the site with a value of 66.40 AOD. 

                                                
3
 SLR Consulting December 2013 Land to the Rear of The Habit, 30 – 32 East Castle Street, 

Bridgnorth, Shropshire Heritage Statement: survey of wall sections, analysis and historic mapping 
along Castle Terrace and Bank Street  
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Figure 4 
Trench location plan superimposed on proposed new build 
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4.0 RESULTS 

4.1 20th century and late Victorian period: drain-pipe, pits, cellar and wall footing 

Underlying the current tarmacadam yard surface (101) was a thin layer of hard core sub-
base (102). This overlaid the cut [112] and fill (111) of a ceramic salt glazed drain, the 
backfill of a cellar (124), (104) and (105), and also a pit [114] and fill (113). The former 
curved from the north part of the trench to the southeast and the latter had been cut through 
a stone wall (110) in the south-western part of the trench (Figures 5, 6, 9 and 10). Both 
features had been cut through a post-medieval garden soil (103), and the fill of pit [114] 
consisted of a mid brown sandy silt (113), containing occasional post-medieval blue transfer 
ware pottery, and occasional small angular stones. 

 

Figure 5 
Trench plan of archaeological deposits at higher level 

To the south of this wall (110) a rectangular structure was found, with dimensions 3m west – 
east, c.1m north - south and 0.10m in thickness for the clay lining. The structure comprised a 
stone revetment, with a rubble-facing of ceramic building material, clay lining and a floor 
surface of brick and clay. Within the feature a sequence of back-fill deposits had been tipped 
into it, consisting of 18th / 19th century artefactual material within a dark grey sandy silt (105), 
a mortar horizon high up in the sequence (104), capped by more sandy silt and rubbish 
(124). These backfill (demolition) deposits, as well as the construction of the cellar, post-
dated the infill event for pit [114] (Figure 6). 
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Figure 6 

Sections along trench sides  
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Figure 7 
Trench plan of archaeological deposits at lower level 

 

Figure 8 
Structure 2 elevation with cut away of wall lining 
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The earliest phase of this clay lined structure (Figures 7 and 8), was a stone-coursed rubble 
revetting wall (109) (Figures 7 and 11), which partially abutted, but also partially undercut, 
wall footing (110). The rectangular structure was orientated on a slightly different alignment 
west - east, (Figures 9 and 12), from the earlier wall footing oriented ENE – WSW. The 
revetment wall (109) comprised small sandstone blocks, in an irregular bond, with a 
noticeably different construction method to (110). The bonding of the footing was 
considerably tighter and more uniform, with limited use of a pale sandy mortar. At the east 
end of this structure the foundation made a right angled turn to the south, continuing beyond 
the southern section of the trench.  

Butting onto this wall was an irregular, ‘patchy’ layer of broken CBM fragments and brick 
(108), which had evidently been laid as a backing material for a clay lining (107). This brick 
‘backing layer’ continued around the visible extent of the feature, unlike footing (109) which 
only existed along the northern side, as a revetment for the undercut wall footing (110).  

Clay lining (107) covered the rectangular plan of the structure along all walls, 0.10m in 
thickness. The surface of the clay appeared smooth, and it is likely to have been ‘plastered’ 
on. The clay lining extended to a height of c.1.4m and was c.3.0m in length. The lining also 
extended across the base of the feature (at floor level) at the eastern end, a length of 
c.1.30m, but was not present at the west end. 

 

Figure 9 
Overview of East – West orientated section of trench, with the foundation of the 1835 

structure clearly visible. View – East. 
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Overlying and abutting the clay lining in the eastern end of the base of this feature, was a 
rectangular area or partition (106) (Figure 12), consisting of a single course of unfrogged 
bricks which formed an L shape, west - east orientated on the same alignment as (107), with 
a right-angled turn to the south at the eastern end. The brick alignment terminated on their 
western side with a series of stone blocks which had been stepped down one course, 
arranged on a north – south alignment, which may potentially indicate the presence of a step 
or stairs. The stones were worked into rectangular / cuboid blocks, and arranged end to end. 

At the eastern end of the trench, running parallel with the extant patio area were the remains 
of what appeared to be a shallow stone wall footing (123) (Figures 5 and 13). The footing 
was heavily truncated by drain cut [112], and extended for only c. 0.40m. 
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Figure 10 
Deposit sequence at the northern end of trench.  

Top – view to southwest; Below - east face with context numbers 
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Figure 11 
Footing or support wall (109) after the removal of clay lining (107). View - Northeast 

 

 

 



G. C. Rickards Ltd 16 SLR Project Ref No. 406. 04694.00001 
The Habit, Bridgnorth  April 2014 

 

SLR 

 

Figure 12 
Bricks and stone blocks (106), forming rectangular ‘partition’ in southern part of 

trench. View - Northwest 

 

4.2 Post-medieval: garden soil, pit, wall footing, stone floor, levelling deposits 

Underlying the garden soil (103) on the north arm of the trench was an 18th/19th century 
rubbish pit [116], which was heavily truncated by drain cut [112] on its eastern side (Figures 
6, 7, and 10). Pit [116], contained a mid brown sandy silt (115).  

Cut by pit [114] at its western end, was a rubble sandstone and mortar footing (110), 
orientated east to west, 6m long within the trench, 1.5m wide and 0.35m deep. The 
sandstones were irregular in size and shape (but larger than the rubble sandstone wall 
(109)) and exhibited no evidence for working or shaping. They were arranged in an irregular 
bond by a cream sandy mortar. Footing (110) extended along the east - west part of the 
trench, and beyond the eastern end.  

Underlying the clay lining at the western end of the inserted cellar, was a line of east – west 
orientated flat stones (120) (Figures 7 and 12), which appeared to align on the same 
orientation as the wall footing (110). Underlying these stones was a moderately compacted 
mid-brown silty sand (122), which appeared to be part of a levelling episode to form a 
foundation for the stone slabs. This evidence must indicate the existence of a cellar 
contemporary with wall footing (110), which was remodelled in the later Victorian period by 
the clay-lined structure (107), (108), and (109). 
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Both [110] and [116] were cut into a mid brown silty sand with occasional charcoal flecks and 
clay pipe fragments (117), which overlaid a separate earlier but similar deposit, which 
comprised a loosely compacted, light orangey brown silty clay sand (118), containing 
occasional fragments of clay pipe stem and one clay pipe bowl.  

Hand-augered core samples from (122) and (118) suggest that these deposits continue in 
depth below the limit of excavation in the the trench, for another 0.31m before reaching a 
yellow compacted sand (121), which appeared to form the natural deposit. 

 

Figure 13 
Possible wall footing (123). View - North 

 

4.3 Clarification of western end of cellar 

Following consultation with Mick Krupa (Shropshire CC), the west - east orientated part of 
the trench was extended to the west, to locate the return of the clay lining and/or associated 
walling. The trench was therefore extended westerly by c.1.0m (Figure 14). 

The extension revealed both the return of the clay lining, 0.60m further to the west, and also 
the end of the stone backing, suggesting that this had been inserted to ‘prop up’ footing 
(110). It had initially been unclear whether pit [114] was inserted to rob out stone from 
footing (110), however the extension proved the positioning of the pit to be coincidental. The 
removal of the clay lining (107) from this section of the wall suggested the possibility of a 
return in this section, which had apparently been truncated [119] by the insertion of the clay 
lined feature. 
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Figure 14 
Extension of western end of trench portraying return of clay lining (107). View - North 
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5.0 INTERPRETATION 

5.1 Phase 1: Pre-construction deposits 

The earliest archaeological deposits revealed by the trial trenching were silty sands (117 and 
118) that had accumulated to 1.3m above the natural sand, perhaps as deliberate levelling 
episodes. The deposits contained little artefactual material beyond clay pipe fragments and 
charcoal flecks. The character of these deposits were distinct from all later deposits, and the 
lack of organic inclusions or ceramic material, but inclusion of clay pipe, would suggest an 
origin in the early post-medieval period, perhaps Civil War date given the proximity of the 
site to the north-eastern corner of the castle and civil war defences. 

5.2 Phase 2: Structure 1 

The wall footing (110) running east-south-east – west-north-west across the site matches the 
alignment of a structure recorded on the Leith and Smith map of 1835 (Figures 2 and 15), 
and shares the alignment of the rear of the structures on Bank Street. This had been laid 
onto and cut into the top of levelling deposit (117). Internally a void 1.1m in depth had been 
formed on the south side which had been floored with compacted silty sand (122) similar to 
(and probably the same as) the levelling deposit (118). Stone slabs had been laid on this 
deposit along the same orientation as the wall footing (110). This suggests a contemporary 
cellar to the building that is shown as being in existence by the time of the 1835 map. 

Perhaps contemporary with the construction of Structure 1 a pit [116] was cut to the north-
west through levelling deposits (117) - (118), and filled with 18th/19th century rubbish (115). 

 

Figure 15 
Trench plan and archaeological features superimposed on 1835 map 
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5.3 Phase 3: establishment of a garden soil 

A period of usage is represented by the formation of a garden soil (103) which sealed pit 
[116] and was only found to the north of wall (110). This suggest some longevity in activity 
and a contrast between an interior south of the wall, and an exterior backplot area to the 
north of the wall. 

5.4 Phase 4: Demolition of Structure 1 

A large pit [114] was cut through the north-western end of wall (110). This appears to have 
been filled with re-deposited levelling material probably originating from (117) with some 18th 
and early 19th century ceramic artefacts. It would be logical to interpret this event with 
demolition of Structure 1, as the walls could not have continued to stand with a large pit at 
the north-western corner. 

5.5 Phase 5: Structure 2 

During the Victorian period the original cellar was altered. A square shaped, clay and rubble 
lined (107 and 108), structure was erected on a slightly different alignment, with rough stone 
wall (109) only along its northern edge. This latter had been partially cut into the post-
medieval levelling deposits (117) and (118) which lay below the wall footing (110), and 
possible entrance steps were detected at its eastern end. The cellar was on a slightly 
different alignment ENE – WSW, rather than the east – west orientation of wall footing (110), 
suggesting a similarity with the orientation of the later buildings as recorded on the 1884 OS 
map (Figure 16). It seems possible that Structure 2 represents the lightweight feature 
depicted as dashed lines on the 1884 OS map of the buildings fronting onto Castle Terrace. 

 

Figure 16 
Trench plan and archaeological features superimposed on 1884 map 
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5.6 Structure 3   

There was only minimal evidence for the existence of the building depicted on the 1884 OS 
map (Figure 16), with the candidates either being either the stub of wall footing remaining in 
the east of the trench (123) or the roughly north south orientated section of foundation (109). 
There are problems with both interpretations. Given the truncated nature of the remains of 
(123) it would seem hard to extrapolate the size of the building from the remains, and the 
shallow nature of its depth suggests it can only have carried at most a single storey building. 
Wall (109), appears to be in the right place for a structure depicted on the 1884 OS map. 
However footing (110), representing the 1835 structure extends well beyond its position 
which is something that, based on the historic mapping, shouldn’t be the case. 

5.7 Phase 6: Demolition of Structures 2 and 3 

This event is represented by the tipped lenses recorded as backfill within Structure 2, the 
mortar-rich horizon (104), and silty-sandy deposits (105) beneath (104), and (124) above, 
which both contained 19th century ceramic inclusions. Structure 3 was reduced to the stub of 
wall (123). A ceramic drain was inserted through wall footing (110) and levelling deposit 
(117), the cut for which was [112] and backfill of loose relatively modern material was 
recorded as (111). 

Historic mapping would date this episode to the period between 1903 and 1926, as the 
Ordnance Survey shows the building present on the earlier map, but no longer extant on the 
later map. 

5.8 Phase 7: Modern tarmac and yard construction deposits 

The final episode recorded archaeologically was the construction of the existing yard. This 
consisted of hard-core (102) and a tarmac surface (101) which were found capping the 
archaeological sequence. 

  

Figure 17 
Photograph c.1900 looking north along Castle Terrace 

Gable end 
    Two roof heights 
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6.0 CONCLUSIONS AND ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The small trial trenching investigation at The Habit can only provide a keyhole to glimpse the 
archaeological sequence and complexity of surviving remains within the site boundary. On 
the basis of the evidence from this evaluation seven separate phases of activity can be 
identified. These comprise: 

Phase 1 (Post-medieval and pre-1835) – Deposition of levelling layers (117) and 
(118). 

Phase 2 (pre-1835) – Construction of Structure 1 on southern side of site visible on 
1835 map, and pit [116] to the north. 

Phase 3 (c.1835) interior and exterior activity areas, south and north of wall footing 
(110), with cellar to south and accumulation of garden soil to north. 

Phase 4 (pre-1884) demolition of Structure 1 shown on 1835 map, and pit [114]. 

Phase 5 (post-1835) – Construction of Structure 2: alteration of cellar from Structure 
1. Construction of Structure 3 along eastern side of site as shown on 1884 OS map 

Phase 6 (post 1884 and pre-1926) – Demolition of Structures 2 and 3. Installation of 
drainage [112]. 

Phase 7 (late 20th century) – Construction of current hard standing and yardage 

It is possible that the earliest phase on site reflects land-use as part of the north-eastern 
extent of the castle zone, which was not built on until the late 18th or early 19th centuries. 
Structural remains appear to accord with historic mapping to show the cultural development 
of the site during the 19th and early 20th centuries, but little information has been gleaned as 
to the function of the structures. The clay lining of Structure 2 could suggest a use similar to 
root cellars in North America, which were used in an epoch before refrigeration, for keeping 
root vegetables cool and dry.  

It is surprising how little archaeological evidence survives for the buildings shown on the 
1884 OS map along the eastern side of the site, and which appear in early 20th century 
photographs. A photograph dating to c.1900 showing the upper winding house of the 
funicular railway also shows the Castle Terrace wall section, which at this time appears to 
have formed the eastern elevations and a gable end of three buildings; the two buildings to 
the north have their pitched roofs sloping towards Castle Terrace, whilst the southern 
building has the pitch perpendicular (Figure 17). The gable end of this building (fronting 
Castle Terrace) and neighbouring range appear to show window casements inserted into 
their upper sections (Figure 17). 

Given the lack of significant archaeology in the northern section of the trench due to the cut 
of the ceramic drain [112], it appears unlikely that the proposed development will impact 
heavily on the currently known archaeological remains present on the site. Superimposition 
of the trench plan against the ground reduction areas of the proposed building (Figure 4) 
shows that this would occur in areas largely disturbed by relatively recent activity. Further 
south the buried archaeological sequence would be preserved in situ by the proposed house 
layout. 
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7.0 CLOSURE 

This report has been prepared by SLR Consulting Limited with all reasonable skill, care and 
diligence, and taking account of the manpower and resources devoted to it by agreement 
with the client.  Information reported herein is based on the interpretation of data collected 
and has been accepted in good faith as being accurate and valid.   

This report is for the exclusive use of G. C. Rickards Ltd; no warranties or guarantees are 
expressed or should be inferred by any third parties. This report may not be relied upon by 
other parties without written consent from SLR. 

SLR disclaims any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside 
the agreed scope of the work. 
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