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2 Summary 
 
A weekend community test pit excavation was undertaken on the 25th-26th July 2009 
in the gardens and fields in the villages of Kibworth Harcourt, Kibworth Beauchamp 
and Smeeton Westerby, to the south of Leicester. The excavations were organised 
by Maya Vision to be filmed as part of a six-part history series for the BBC, hosted by 
Michael Wood and called ‘The Story of England’, which originally aired in September 
2010. The excavations were directed by Access Cambridge Archaeology, from the 
University of Cambridge and saw a total of 37 1m2 archaeological test pits excavated 
by local residents, members of various local archaeological and historical societies, 
numerous volunteers and students from the University of Leicester. A further five test 
pits were excavated over two-days in September 2009, mainly by students from 
Kibworth High School as a follow up to the ‘big dig’, organised again by Maya Vision.  
 
The test pitting in Kibworth Harcourt, Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby 
revealed a range of activity dating from the later prehistoric period through to the 
modern day, both supporting what has already been found through the parish as well 
as providing new archaeological evidence. The dig also showed that earlier phases 
of occupation are still present under all three villages; the small nature of the test pits 
allows excavation in otherwise inaccessible places for normal methods of commercial 
archaeological investigation.  
 
Prehistoric and Romano-British occupation was limited, but the location of activity 
would have likely been greatly influenced by the River Soar, with the majority of the 
land utilised for agriculture and influenced by the development of the Roman town of 
Leicester. The test pitting also revealed the first evidence for Early and Middle Anglo 
Saxon settlement in both Kibworth Harcourt and Smeeton Westerby respectively, 
which continued to thrive as rural settlements through the Anglo-Saxon and high 
medieval periods. The upheavals historically noted during the 14th century, including 
the Black Death, affected all four villages, which at that time may have led to a shift in 
each of the settlements with perhaps also a focus further north towards Harcourt, 
which showed the least decline in late medieval pottery from the test pitting. The test 
pit data has also shown further shifts in settlement through the post medieval and 
later which defined the settlement layouts that are still seen today.  
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3 Introduction 
 
Over the weekend of the 25th-26th July 2009, 37 1m2 archaeological test pits were 
excavated in private gardens, open fields and village greens in the villages of 
Kibworth Harcourt, Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby in Leicestershire. 
Excavations were undertaken by local residents, members of various local 
archaeological societies, students from the University of Leicester, as well as 
numerous volunteers and were organised by Maya Vision to be filmed as part of a 
six-part history series for BBC Television named ‘The Story of England’, presented 
by Michael Wood. The dig was directed by Dr Carenza Lewis of Access Cambridge 
Archaeology of the Department of Archaeology at the University of Cambridge and 
the strategy of the test pitting following the University’s Higher Education Field 
Academy (HEFA) programme. A further five test pits were then excavated over the 
two days of 24th-25th September 2009, mainly by students from Kibworth High 
School, although a few local residents also wanted further digs in their gardens, 
which brought the total excavated in the three settlements to 42. 
 

3.1 Access Cambridge Archaeology (ACA) 

Access Cambridge Archaeology (ACA) (http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/) is an 
archaeological outreach organisation based in the Department of Archaeology and 
Anthropology in the University of Cambridge which aims to enhance economic, social 
and personal well-being through active engagement with archaeology. It was set up 
by Dr Carenza Lewis in 2004 and specialises in providing opportunities for members 
of the public to take part in purposeful, research-orientated archaeological 
investigations including excavation.  Educational events and courses range in length 
from a few hours to a week or more, and involve members of the public of all ages.   

Thousands of members of the public have taken part in scores of programmes run by 
ACA, including teenagers involved in Higher Education Field Academy (HEFA) test 
pit excavation programmes intended since 2005 to build academic skills, confidence 
and aspirations. More widely, ACA has involved thousands of members of the public 
of all ages and backgrounds, including those with special needs, in a wide range of 
archaeological activities including field-walking, excavation, analysis and reporting.  

 

3.2 The Higher Education Field Academy (HEFA) 

The Higher Education Field Academy (HEFA) programme aims to raise the 
aspirations, enthusiasm and attainment of 14-17 year-olds with regard to higher 
education by making a valuable contribution to current academic research at the 
University of Cambridge. The three day learning-extension course has been run by 
Access Cambridge Archaeology (ACA) since 2005, aimed at UK students in state 
school years 9, 10 and 12. HEFA was developed as a collaboration between ACA, 
AimHigher and the Assessment Research Division at Cambridge Assessment.  

On HEFA, participants spend two days running their own small (1m2) archaeological 
excavation within living villages, just like thousands did in TV's Big Dig in 2003 with 
the aim of applying and developing a wide range of learning skills, boosting their 
academic confidence and giving them a taste of life and learning at university level. 

http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/
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They make new discoveries for and about themselves, and in the process contribute 
to the university's CORS research into the development of rural communities and 
settlements in the past. The third day is spent in the University of Cambridge 
analysing the excavation results in discursive learning sessions which aim to engage 
and challenge participants, prepare them to produce a written analysis for 
assessment as well as provide an inspirational and positive experience of higher 
education. After the field academy, learners receive detailed individual feedback on 
their data collection, personal, learning and thinking skills developed during the 
fieldwork as well as their reporting and research skills exhibited in the written 
assignment, which will support applications to further and higher education. 

 

3.3 Test-pit Excavation and Rural Settlement Studies 

Rural settlement has long been a crucial area of research for medieval archaeology 
(Gerrard 2003; Lewis et al 2001), notably since the pioneering work of W. G. 
Hoskins, Maurice Beresford and John Hurst in the 1940’s and 1950’s (Hoskins 1955; 
Beresford 1954; Beresford & Hurst 1971), but until recently attention was focused 
largely on the minority of medieval settlements which are today deserted or 
extensively shrunken. Currently occupied rural settlements (CORS), overlain by 
domestic housing and related buildings of living secular communities – the villages, 
hamlets and small towns of today – were generally largely disregarded as targets for 
research-driven excavation. Very few regions have seen any systematic research-
driven primary investigation aimed at CORS, and most of that which has taken place 
has not involved excavation, including those of a survey based nature (Roberts 1987; 
Roberts and Wrathmell 2000; Roberts and Wrathmell 2003). However, recent 
attempts to redress this bias in favour of the majority of medieval rural settlements 
which are still inhabited have opened up new areas for debate which are beginning to 
call into question established theories about the development of rural settlement in 
the historic period (Aston & Gerrard 1999; Jones & Page 2007). However, despite 
these recent advances, the number of CORS to have seen methodical research-
orientated investigation including excavation remains very small. In order to begin to 
resolve this problem, Access Cambridge Archaeology, working with members of the 
public including school pupils, has carried out test pit excavations in more than 30 
CORS, most in eastern England. This will help allow the evidence upon which 
knowledge and understanding of the origins and development of the medieval rural 
settlement pattern of eastern England is based, to be more representative of the 
entire range of medieval settlements, not just on the minority of sites which are 
currently deserted (Lewis 2005, 2006, 2007a, 2007b, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013 
and 2016). 
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4 Methodology 
 

The test pit excavation strategy used at Kibworth involved the residents of Kibworth 
and Smeeton Westerby as well as local volunteers to excavate 1m2 test pits, with 
assistance and guidance from ACA. The method of sampling currently occupied rural 
settlements (CORS) was developed during the Shapwick Project in Somerset in the 
1990s (Aston and Gerrard 2010), employed effectively by the Whittlewood Project in 
Northamptonshire and Buckinghamshire in the early 2000’s (Jones and Page 2007) 
and has been used extensively by ACA in their Higher Education Field Academy 
(HEFA) programme and in community excavations within in East Anglia since 2005 
(Lewis 2005, 2006, 2007a, 2007b, 2008, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2016). 

These projects have shown that carrying out very small excavations within CORS (in 
gardens, playgrounds, driveways, greens etc.) can produce archaeological data 
which, although largely unstratified, can be mapped to reveal meaningful patterns 
which allowed the development of more robust hypotheses regarding the spatial 
development of the settlement in question. The more sites that can be excavated, the 
more refined, and therefore more reliable, the resulting picture is. Test pits were sited 
wherever members of the public in both Kibworths and Smeeton Westerby could 
offer sites for excavation. 

Digging of the test pits took place over two days. The number of participants at each 
test pit varied, averaging at about between one and six volunteers for each site 
(including both adults and children). Each team was provided with a standard pro-
forma recording booklet into which all excavation data were entered. 

The test pits are all 1m2 and the turf, if present, was removed in neat squares by 
hand.  Each test pit is excavated in a series of 10cm spits or contexts, to a maximum 
depth of 1.2m. The horizontal surface of each context/spit is then drawn at 1:10 scale 
before excavation, a photograph taken and the colour recorded with reference to a 
standardised colour chart, included in the written handbook. A pro-forma recording 
system was used by the students to record their test pit excavation. This comprises a 
16-page pro-forma Test Pit Record booklet which has been developed by ACA for 
use with students and members of the public with no previous archaeological 
experience. The site code is KIB/09. 
 
During the excavation 100% of the spoil is sieved through a 10mm mesh (with the 
occasional exception of very heavy clay soils which have to be hand-searched). All 
artefacts are retained, cleaned and bagged by context.  Cut and built features are 
planned at 1:10 and excavated sequentially with latest deposits removed first. Pottery 
and most other finds are identified promptly by archaeological experts who are on 
site for the duration of the excavation and visit the test pits regularly; and at the same 
time provide advice and check that the excavation is being carried out and recorded 
to the required standard. Test pits are excavated down to natural or the maximum 
safe depth of 1.2m, whichever is encountered first.  A minority of test pits will stop on 
encountering a feature, (ancient or modern) which archaeological staff deem 
inadvisable or impossible to remove, and occasionally excavation may cease at a 
level above natural due to time constraints. On completion of each test pit 
excavation, all four sections are drawn at 1:10 along with the unexcavated base of 
the test pit prior to backfilling by hand and the turf replaced neatly to restore the site. 
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After the two days of excavation are completed, the archaeological records and finds 
(all of which are kept and cleaned on site) are retained by ACA at the University of 
Cambridge for analysis, reporting, archiving and submission to HER’s, publication 
and ongoing research into the origins and development of rural settlement. 
Ownership of objects rests in the first instance with the landowner, except where 
other law overrides this (e.g. Treasure Act 1996, 2006, Burials Act 1857).  ACA retain 
all finds in the short term for analysis and ideally also in the longer term in order that 
the excavation archives will be as complete as possible, but any requests to return 
finds to owners will be agreed.  
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5 Location  
 
The villages of Kibworth Harcourt, Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby are 
situated in south Leicestershire, in the East Midlands (figure 1). Kibworth Harcourt is 
the furthest north of the three villages, 13.3km south-east of Leicester and is centred 
on NGR SP 685945, Kibworth Beauchamp at NGR SP 685935 and Smeeton 
Westerby, the southernmost settlement of the three, at NGR SP 675925, c.16km 
south-east of Leicester.  
 

 
Figure 1: Map of England with a close up insert of the East Midlands with the village of Kibworth 

highlighted in red 

 
The original parish of Kibworth consisted of the three villages, in the old hundred of 
Gartree, which today comprises the separate civil parishes of Kibworth Harcourt, 
Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby in the district of Harborough. 
Ecclesiastically however, the three were included in the Kibworth Beauchamp parish, 
Kibworth Harcourt had a chapel between the 13th and 16th centuries and Smeeton 
Westerby only became a separate ecclesiastical parish in 18521.  
 
The Grand Union Canal runs to the south and west of Smeeton Westerby, separating 
the next nearest village of Saddington 1.5 miles away, with the Langtons (a series of 
four separate villages) bordering Kibworth Harcourt to the east. A ridge line 
dominates the landscape to the north of Harcourt, extending to the west of 
Beauchamp that encloses the two settlements. Numerous other villages also 
surround Kibworth; the largest of these to the north is Great Glen which is also 
situated on the main road into Leicester.   
 

                                                
1 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057 (Accessed August 2009) 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057
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The villages of Kibworth Harcourt and Kibworth Beauchamp today make up a single 
urban area, that are split by the A6 running from Market Harborough to Leicester. A 
narrow strip of countryside separates Kibworth Beauchamp from Smeeton Westerby, 
a village that was once divided into two separate Hamlets of Smeeton and Westerby. 
The boundary of which was believed to have been marked by two white stones next 
to Westerby House located on the southern end of Main Street and constructed 
during the 18th century2. 
 
 

5.1 Kibworth Harcourt  
 
Kibworth Harcourt is focused to the north of the A6 (figure 2), which was an important 
route way in the medieval period. The A6 curves round the Motte to the south and 
west, whilst Main Street surrounds the Motte to the north and east, along which 
houses are present. Modern development has extended further east away from the 
Motte and also north-west along the A6. Twenty-five listed buildings are recorded on 
the Historic Environment Record (HER) for Kibworth Harcourt3, but there are no 
shops and just one pub, the Coach and Horses. 
   

 
Figure 2: Extent of the parish of Kibworth Harcourt © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An 

Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service 

 
 
 

                                                
2 www.smeetonwesterby.co.uk (Accessed August 2009) 
3 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/  

http://www.smeetonwesterby.co.uk/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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5.2 Kibworth Beauchamp  
 
Kibworth Beauchamp is a much larger village than Kibworth Harcourt with a focus of 
occupation spreading along the main north-south road (Church Road), connecting 
Beauchamp to Harcourt (figure 3). The main area of settlement however, is along the 
High Street and around the stepped central crossroads that connect to Harcourt to 
the north and Smeeton Westerby to the south and there are 18 listed buildings 
recorded on the HER in the village4. New housing has filled in the large areas of 
farmland along the southern edge of the A6, as well as both east and west of the 
High Street, along New Road and Fleckney Road respectively. Kibworth Beauchamp 
boasts many shops, including a post office, a Co-op and five pubs. Two community 
centres are also available in Beauchamp, with a health centre, library, primary and 
secondary school and a number of community groups and societies. The population 
census for 2011 listed 5,433 people resident in both Kibworth Beauchamp and 
Kibworth Harcourt5. 
 

 
Figure 3: Extent of the parish of Kibworth Beauchamp © Crown Copyright/database right 2017. 

An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service 

 
 
Kibworth Harcourt and Kibworth Beauchamp each have a conservation area (figure 
4). The conservation area for Beauchamp is focused around the crossroads up to the 
Villas in the north to the health centre in the south, keeping close to the historic core 
of the village to not include the vast expansion of modern development. In Kibworth 
Harcourt, the limit of the conservation area follows the extent of the original village, 
following the A2 to the south and west around the Motte, but including the area to the 
east of the church and ignoring all the modern development to the east of the village.  
 

                                                
4 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/  
5https://www.harborough.gov.uk/downloads/file/3647/kibworth_neighbourhood_plan_final_versionpdf 

(Accessed November 2018) 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
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Figure 4: The extent of the Kibworth Beauchamp (south) and Kibworth Harcourt (north) 

Conservation Areas (shaded) © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance 
Survey/EDINA supplied service 

 
 

5.3 Smeeton Westerby  
 
Smeeton Westerby has generally stayed small within the large parish (figure 5). The 
hamlet of Smeeton most likely located to the north on Main Street, the north-south 
road leading to Kibworth Beauchamp. The road widens to the far south of Main 
Street and was probably a market area or village green. Westerby was the western of 
the two hamlets with the main focus of occupation at the top of the hill along Pit Hill 
and its parallel road to the west Westerby Lane. The large triangular area between 
the roads of Pit Hill, Saddington Road and Gumley Road may have been part of a 
village green that now encompasses a large area for allotments. There are 11 listed 
buildings in Smeeton Westerby recorded on the HER6 and only small areas of new 
housing have developed in the village, which are mainly along the main roads of both 
hamlets, and also extending to close the gap between them. Smeeton Westerby 
today has a parish church, a pub and a village hall. Originally, when it was mainly a 
farming village with several pubs, a shop, a butchers and blacksmiths7. The 
population census for 2001 listed 340 people resident in Smeeton Westerby8.  
 

                                                
6 https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/ 
7 www.smeetonwesterby.co.uk (Accessed August 2009) 
8 http://www.leics.gov.uk/smeeton_westerby-4.pdf (Accessed September 2009) 

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/
http://www.smeetonwesterby.co.uk/
http://www.leics.gov.uk/smeeton_westerby-4.pdf
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Figure 5: Extent of the parish of Smeeton Westerby © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An 

Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service 
 
The majority of Smeeton Westerby is a conservation area (figure 6), which 
encompasses the two original village cores but omitting the area of modern 
development of Beaker Close. There has been very little change to the village apart 
from some redevelopment of the former factory site and on Mill Lane9.  
 

 
Figure 6: The extent of the Smeeton Westerby Conservation Area (shaded) © Crown 

Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service 

                                                
9 www.smeetonwesterby.co.uk (Accessed August 2009) 
 

http://www.smeetonwesterby.co.uk/
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6 Geology and Topography 
 
Leicestershire is located in the East Midlands in central England and is bounded by 
Nottinghamshire, Lincolnshire, Rutland, Northamptonshire, Warwickshire, 
Staffordshire and Derbyshire. The boundary with Warwickshire runs along Watling 
Street (now the A5). The three settlements are situated on the north-western fringes 
of the ‘Leicestershire Vales’, a National Character Area (NCA), number 9410 that 
mainly encompasses the southwest of the county to the south and west of Leicester 
to Market Harborough in the east and the city of Leicester in the north. It is 
characterised by a generally open landscape low-lying clay vales through which a 
number of river valleys bisect.  
 
A Landscape Character Assessment also exists for the East Midlands, 
encompassing Northamptonshire, Rutland, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, 
Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire (including all the Peak District Nation Park).11 The 
landscape around Harcourt, Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby is classified within 
Group 5, as ‘5c: Undulating Mixed Farmlands’ and has a varied landscape of broad 
rolling ridges, steep sided valleys, rounded hills and undulating lowlands. There is a 
mixed farming regime of mainly arable land use on the hills and ridges and pasture 
on the fertile lowlands, defined by networks of hedgerows.  
 
On a more local level, the Harborough District Landscape Character Assessment has 
classified the area around the three villages as part of the ‘Lutterworth Lowlands’12 
that spreads south-westwards from Kibworth to Lutterworth and the county boundary. 
This area is classified as an open and relatively flat landscape with gentry rolling 
pasture fields, divided by hedgerows. There is little woodland left in the district and it 
contains a scattering of smaller villages and larger towns.  A ridge line runs to the 
north of Kibworth Harcourt, extending around the west of Kibworth Beauchamp, 
which does restrict the views of the open countryside beyond, but the land to the 
south and east is generally flatter13.  
 
Smeeton Westerby lies at 110m OD, Kibworth Beauchamp at a peak at c.120m OD 
around the church with Kibworth Harcourt at c.135m OD towards the north-west of 
the village. The bedrock geology is Charmouth Mudstone Formation, a sedimentary 
mudstone that formed in the Jurassic Period when this area was under shallow seas. 
The superficial geology changes, the western halves of all three settlements have a 
glacial diamict of till with glaciofluvial deposits, particularly to the north of the railway 
line, of sand and gravel. Alluviul clay, silt, sand and gravel are also found along the 
river valleys in the south.14  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
10 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-

making/national-character-area-profiles#ncas-in-east-midlands (Accessed November 2018) 
11 http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5635681403535360 (Accessed November 2018) 
12http://www.harborough.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/240/district_wide_landscape_character_assess
mentpdf (Accessed November 2018) 
13 www.harborough.gov.uk/downloads/CHAPTER_12_Kibworth_2007_1_.pdf (Accessed September 

2009) 
14 http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html? (Accessed November 2018) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles#ncas-in-east-midlands
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-character-area-profiles-data-for-local-decision-making/national-character-area-profiles#ncas-in-east-midlands
http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/5635681403535360
http://www.harborough.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/240/district_wide_landscape_character_assessmentpdf
http://www.harborough.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/240/district_wide_landscape_character_assessmentpdf
http://www.harborough.gov.uk/downloads/CHAPTER_12_Kibworth_2007_1_.pdf
http://mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home.html
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7 Archaeological and Historical Background 
 
Both Kibworths and Smeeton Westerby were all recorded in the Doomsday Book of 
1086. Kibworth Beauchamp and Kibworth Harcourt were recorded as Chiburde, 
which likely means ‘a farmstead or settlement of Ciber or Cybba’ (Mills 2011). This 
evolved into Shyburd, then Keeburth and eventually Kibworth. Smeeton Westerby 
was recorded as Esmeditone, Smitetone and Smitone in the Domesday Book. The 
name of Smeeton may derive from a mixture of ‘Smith’ and ‘Tun’ to form ‘the Smiths 
enclosure/settlement, or farmstead of the Smiths (Ibid)’. Other place name examples 
in both England and Scotland include Smithatun, Smidetune, Smytheton and 
Smedetone, many of which are now Smeeton.15 Westerby was recorded as Westerbi 
in the 1206 Curia Regis Rolls and the name likely derives from the Old Norse of 
Vesterbyr to mean ‘the western farm’ (Wood 2010). Jointly Smeeton Westerby may 
mean ‘the settlement of the smiths and the western settlement (to the west of 
Smeeton)’ (MLE 9333). 
 
The Domesday Book entry translations can be seen below. Additional information 
about understanding the Domesday Book is available online.16 From this, the 
population of the four settlements (Harcourt, Beauchamp, Smeeton and Westerby) 
has been estimated at between 300 to 400 people (Ibid), a very large area settlement 
at that time.  
 
In Kibworth Harcourt, “Robert de Vessey holds 3 houses with sake and soke 
pertaining to Harcourt, as well as 12 carucates of land. Prior to the Conquest there 
were 10 ploughs. In demesne are 3 ploughs and 6 slaves; and 10 villans with 6 
sokemen and 6 bordars and 1 Frenchman have 5 ploughs. There are 16 acres of 
meadow. It was worth 40s; now 60s” (Williams and Martin 2003, pp627 & 639).  
 
In Kibworth Beauchamp, “Robert Deppener holds 5 carucates of land from the King 
and 6 bovates. Prior to the Conquest there were 5 ploughs. There are 8 villans with 6 
bordars have 2 ploughs. There are 12 acres of meadow. It was worth 10s, now 30s. 
Edwin Alfrith held these 3 estates freely with sake and soke” (Williams and Martin 
2003, p641).  
 
In Smeeton Westerby, four landowners were recorded; the first being the King with “1 
carucate of land and 2 bovates” as part of the manor he held at Great Bowden. Hugh 
de Grandmesnil as part of his manor at Bruntingthorpe “belong 4 sokemen, these 
have 1 plough and 8 acres of meadow. There is woodland 3 furlongs long and 3 
furlongs broad. It was worth 20s, now 40s. This land with all its customary dues 
belongs to Leicester”. Robert de Bucy held “5 carucates of land less 1 bovate. There 
is land for 3 ploughs. In demesne is 1 plough and 2 sokemen with 1 villan and 3 
bordars have 1 plough. It was and is worth 20s”. The final landowner in Smeeton 
Westerby was recorded as Robert Despener who held “3 carucates of land. In 
demesne is 1 plough and 3 sokemen with 2 villans and 1 bordar have 1 plough. 
There is one acre of meadow. It was and is worth 10s” (Williams and Martin 2003, 
pp628, 634 & 641). 
 

                                                
15 www.surnamedb.com/surnam.aspx?name=Smitton (Accessed August 2009) 
16http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/ (for general information and 
http://opendomesday.org/place/SP6894/kibworth-harcourt/, 
http://opendomesday.org/place/SP6893/kibworth-beauchamp/ and 
http://opendomesday.org/place/SP6792/smeeton-westerby/ for further information (Accessed 
November 2018)) 

http://www.surnamedb.com/surnam.aspx?name=Smitton
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/domesday/
http://opendomesday.org/place/SP6894/kibworth-harcourt/
http://opendomesday.org/place/SP6893/kibworth-beauchamp/
http://opendomesday.org/place/SP6792/smeeton-westerby/
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The first reference for the addition of Beauchamp to the name Kibworth is in 1315 as 
Kybeworth Beauchamp and was named for the de Beauchamp family who held the 
manor at that time.17 The same is true for Harcourt; known as Kibbeworth Harecourt 
for the de Harcourt family who held the manor in the 13th century.18  
 
Following on from ‘The Story of England’, a very detailed account of the history of the 
three settlements has been produced (Wood 2010) and so readers are referred 
there. 
 
The finds and monuments recorded on the Historic Environment Record (HER) 19 for 
Leicestershire and Rutland have been separated into each village for Kibworth 
Harcourt, Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby and will be discussed 
individually below in date order. 
 
 

7.1 Kibworth Harcourt 
 

7.1.1 Prehistoric 

 
Prehistoric activity recorded in Harcourt on the HER is very limited. A single possible 
flint scraper (MLE 7491) was recovered from plough fields to the north of the village 
and potentially dates as Palaeolithic (500,000-10,000 BC). Close to Westfield, a 
geophysical survey identified possible Iron Age (700 BC – AD 43) enclosure remains 
that exist under a Roman villa site (MLE 17674). The potential for additional 
prehistoric remains are high, given the proximity of Harcourt to a well-known 
prehistoric routeway, the Jurassic Way, which follows the limestone ridge for 142km 
from Banbury in Oxfordshire to Stamford in Lincolnshire. It also passes between 
Market Harborough and Corby to the south east of Kibworth Harcourt and so may 
support evidence for additional prehistoric remains in the area, still to be identified.  
 

7.1.2 Roman 

 
Remnants of Roman (AD 43-410) occupation have been found to the north and 
north-west of Harcourt and although Harcourt is not on any major Roman roads, it is 
just under 13km south of Leicester; a Roman town that known as Ratae 
Corieltauvorum.20 This early Roman fortress in what is now Leicester, was situated 
on the site of an Iron Age settlement, at the junction of the Fosse Way and the Via 
Devana, by a ford over the River Soar (Wood 2010). Agriculture was key in this rural 
landscape, a fact perhaps supported by the presence of a villa site identified to the 
north-west of Westfield and the current A6 (MLE 1767). Geophysics was also 
undertaken in 2009 here as part of the ‘Story of England’ programme and shows a 
series of Iron Age features predating the villa and a lot of  building material was found 
with multiple sherds of pottery, a brooch and coins (Ponting and Royall 2011).  
 

                                                
17 http://www.harborough.gov.uk/downloads/Kibworth_Beauchamp.PDF (Accessed August 2009) 
18 http://www.harborough.gov.uk/downloads/Kibworth_Harcourt.PDF (Accessed August 2009) 
19 The HER search results were kindly provided by Helen Wells of Leicestershire County Council in 

September 2009 and updated in November 2018 using a parish search for each village on the Heritage 
Gateway website: http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/  
20 https://storyofleicester.info/city-stories/the-romans-in-leicester/ (Accessed November 2018) 

http://www.harborough.gov.uk/downloads/Kibworth_Beauchamp.PDF
http://www.harborough.gov.uk/downloads/Kibworth_Harcourt.PDF
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/
https://storyofleicester.info/city-stories/the-romans-in-leicester/
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 A Late Roman belt plate (MLE 7857) was found to the east of Westfield and is 
interesting as the ‘mythical dragon type beast’ identified on the plate are usually 
associated with the military. Similar examples of these have mainly been recovered 
along the east coast, with strong similarities to those found on the continent.21 It was 
recorded that this site may be related to MLE 7858 at the Munt. The 19th century 
excavations at the motte, in the centre of the village were not properly recorded so it 
is in question as to what site the HER record MLE 7858 is actually referring to. If the 
Roman finds were indeed excavated from under the Motte, it suggests Roman 
occupation within the extent of the current village, compared to the HER data so far 
recorded from only outside of Harcourt. The possible ‘pavements’ identified had been 
burnt, with a number of the finds incorporated into the ash deposits that suggested at 
least three periods of burning with a likely mound erected over the deposits.22 
 
A geophysical survey was undertaken on land to the west of Warwick Road and 
identified probable Roman ditched enclosures with later medieval or early post 
medieval evidence for ridge and furrow ploughing, including a former plough 
headland or boundary ditch as well as modern pipelines (Walford and Clements 
2015). A later evaluation on the same site confirmed the presence of the ditched 
enclosures but were found to span the mid-late Iron Age through to the 4th century 
AD (Hewitt 2015). A couple of pits were also recorded, one of which contained a 
quantity of slag (MLE 2240).  
 
Fieldwalking on land to the north of Windmill Farm, to the east of Harcourt in 2012, 
recorded a 12 sherds of Romano-British pottery and two possible pieces of Roman 
glass (MLE 20111). It was concluded that this was probably a ‘low status occupation 
site’.  
 

7.1.3 Anglo Saxon  

 
No evidence for Anglo Saxon (AD 410-1066) activity has so far been recorded on the 
HER for Kibworth Harcourt, although the village was recorded in the Domesday 
survey as Chiburde, the Saxon meaning of which is ‘farmstead or settlement’ and 
proves that there was a settlement here by the 10th century AD.   
 

7.1.4 Medieval 

 
The name of Harcourt was incorporated into the village name in recognition of the 
Norman family “de Harcourt” who held the manor in the 12th and 13th centuries23 
(MLE 16877). By 1274 a chapel was present in the village (MLE 1770), located in a 
field called ‘The March’ with the name ‘The Sanctuary’, in the approximate location of 
Albert Street today. This chapel lasted for over 200 years as its last recorded mention 
was in 1509, and was probably destroyed during the reformation 30 years later.  
 
The church of St Wilfrid is sited in Kibworth Beauchamp and would have served both 
Harcourt and Beauchamp (MLE 10762) and was mainly constructed during the 13th 
century, although there are two 14th century porch and entrance additions. These 

                                                
21 www.laycockinfo.co.uk/rombuckles/pages/dragon_buckles.htm (Accessed March 2010) 
22 http://books.google.com/books?id=I-

QIAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q=&f=false 
(Accessed March 2010) 
23 www.stwilfs.freeserve.co.uk/history.htm (Access August 2009) 

http://www.laycockinfo.co.uk/rombuckles/pages/dragon_buckles.htm
http://books.google.com/books?id=I-QIAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=I-QIAAAAIAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://www.stwilfs.freeserve.co.uk/history.htm
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were constructed so that the family that held the manor for each village could enter at 
the same time, traditionally north for Harcourt and south for Beauchamp.24  
 
The Munt, as it is known locally, (MLE 1772) is thought to be a 12th century motte 
and bailey that is set in the centre of the village, the main road, aptly named Main 
Street, curves around it to the east and north and survives as a flat topped mound 
with a single ditch surrounding it. The mound was first opened in c.1837 and near the 
centre was found a large cobbled pavement that had evidence of burning. Fragments 
of burnt bones and pottery were also found in the ashes.25 If there was an earlier 
mound on the site, relating to the Roman finds identified towards the base, it appears 
that the motte was incorporated around the original feature. The surviving ditches 
and entrance ways support the theory of a motte and bailey, although unfortunately 
the records from the 19th century excavations on site are unclear as to which site 
they are referring to, either the Munt or a large windmill mound to the north west of 
the village (Creighton 1997). There is also however no documentary evidence to 
support the presence of a medieval castle on this site (Cantor 1977). 
 
The vast majority of the listed buildings in Harcourt date to the post medieval, apart 
from the Manor House on Main Street (MLE 10794) that was first mentioned in 
1283/84 as an ‘H’ shaped timber framed building and was also later encased in brick 
during the 17th century. There are also records of a medieval stone cross (MLE 1771) 
that stood opposite the manor house, which was also only removed in 1825. The 
windmill sites identified on the outskirts of Harcourt at Old Hill (MLE 1766) and east 
of Westfield (MLE 1768) indicate the importance of agriculture in the village that are 
still prevalent in the village today. The mill at Westfield also yielded a 13th century 
storage jar, with fragments of millstone, a carved bone tool and a small whetstone. In 
the late 13th century Kibworth Harcourt was a three field village, which continued to 
exist until the Enclosure Act. The fishponds (MLE 1778) also identified in the far north 
of the village, may be of medieval origin, despite their location quite a distance from 
the site of the Manor House. Archaeological trial trenching at Wistow Road in 
advance of a new housing development, has confirmed the previous geophysical 
survey of the area (Walford and Meadows 2014) with remnants of medieval ridge and 
furrow present with little else (Egan 2014). 
 
Walter de Merton, the founder of Merton College, Oxford, bought the majority of the 
manor at Kibworth Harcourt paying Saer de Harcourt £400 in the later 13th century, 
eventually retaining the whole manor, which the college still held in 1956. A lot of the 
agricultural land around Harcourt is also still owned by the college, tenanted out to 
local farmers.26 This has helped the village keep its more closed and stable 
character, compared to Beauchamp which feels more open. The Parker family also 
held a lot of land in Harcourt from the later 14th century onwards, more information on 
which can be found on the Kibworth village website.27 
 
 

                                                
24  Ibid 
25 http://pastscape.english-

heritage.org.uk/hob.aspx?hob_id=342379&sort=2&type=&rational=a&class1=None&period=None&coun
ty=693348&district=598114&parish=96468&place=&recordsperpage=10&source=text&rtype=&rnumber
=&p=1&move=n&nor=19&recfc=0 (Accessed August 2009) 
26 https://www.kibworthvillage.co.uk/merton-college.html (Accessed November 2018) 
27 https://www.kibworthvillage.co.uk/museum/item/50-parker-family-part-1.html (Accessed November 

2018) 

http://pastscape.english-heritage.org.uk/hob.aspx?hob_id=342379&sort=2&type=&rational=a&class1=None&period=None&county=693348&district=598114&parish=96468&place=&recordsperpage=10&source=text&rtype=&rnumber=&p=1&move=n&nor=19&recfc=0
http://pastscape.english-heritage.org.uk/hob.aspx?hob_id=342379&sort=2&type=&rational=a&class1=None&period=None&county=693348&district=598114&parish=96468&place=&recordsperpage=10&source=text&rtype=&rnumber=&p=1&move=n&nor=19&recfc=0
http://pastscape.english-heritage.org.uk/hob.aspx?hob_id=342379&sort=2&type=&rational=a&class1=None&period=None&county=693348&district=598114&parish=96468&place=&recordsperpage=10&source=text&rtype=&rnumber=&p=1&move=n&nor=19&recfc=0
http://pastscape.english-heritage.org.uk/hob.aspx?hob_id=342379&sort=2&type=&rational=a&class1=None&period=None&county=693348&district=598114&parish=96468&place=&recordsperpage=10&source=text&rtype=&rnumber=&p=1&move=n&nor=19&recfc=0
https://www.kibworthvillage.co.uk/merton-college.html
https://www.kibworthvillage.co.uk/museum/item/50-parker-family-part-1.html
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7.1.5 Post Medieval and later 

 
A great expansion of Harcourt is evident during the post medieval period (AD 1540 
onwards) and the majority of the post medieval references on the HER represent the 
largest changes that happened to the village, including the introduction of the railway 
(MLE 16083) and the creation of the Grand Union Canal (MLE 16300). These both 
improved and created new trade routes and access in Leicestershire, despite the fact 
that both of these were located further to the south in Beauchamp and Smeeton. By 
1797 the Grand Union Canal had been constructed between Leicester and Debdale 
Wharf and extended to the village by 1809. The railway was opened in 1857 and ran 
between Leicester and Hitchin, but was mainly for carrying coal, until an expansion of 
the line to London in 1868 enabled passenger trains to run.  
 
The vast majority of the listed buildings in the parish date to the post medieval and 
are concentrated on the main roads through the village. The post mill on Langton 
Road is thought to date to the early 17th century, although the main post has a date 
of 1711 inscribed into it and supports the idea behind the importance of Harcourt as a 
farming village established in the medieval period and was able to continue after the 
village was enclosed in 1779.28 
 
Until c.1800 all traffic between Leicester and Market Harborough was still using Main 
Street, formally known as the King’s Highway, which was the only road through the 
village. It became a turnpike route in 1726 with passenger coaches using the route 
from 1744 and mail coaches from 1785, despite some sharp bends in the road that 
made manoeuvrability difficult with horse drawn carriages, and the steepness of 
some of the hills, the road was becoming quite dangerous and even more so in 
winter. In response to this need a new road, the current A6 (Leicester Road) was 
constructed to bypass the original historic core of Harcourt during the 19th century.29 
 
The population of Kibworth Harcourt has remained smaller than that of its neighbour 
Beauchamp, and was recorded as 474 in 1871. The total population was seen to 
fluctuate every 10 years, either decreasing or increasing and was recorded at 508 in 
1901 and only 592 in 1961.30 
 
 

7.1.6 Undated 

 
A coin hoard (MLE 8230) was excavated in antiquity, but its exact location is 
unknown due to its swift removal, the coins were never reported or recorded 
properly. A possible enclosure has also been identified to the northwest of the Priory 
Business Park from aerial photographs (MLE 23804), but it remains uncertain as to 
whether this was created by ridge and furrow or that the ridge and furrow reflects an 
earlier feature. 
 

                                                
28 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057 (Accessed August 2009) 
29 www.bigfern.co.uk/kibharcourt.htm (Accessed March 2010) 
30 http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10382579/cube/TOT_POP (Accessed November 2018) 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057
http://www.bigfern.co.uk/kibharcourt.htm
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10382579/cube/TOT_POP
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Figure 7: 1880’s map of Kibworth Harcourt © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance 

Survey/EDINA supplied service 

 
 
 

7.2 Kibworth Beauchamp 
 

7.2.1 Prehistoric 

 
A number of Neolithic (4,000-2,200 BC) worked flints were found during an 
evaluation on land to the east of Warwick Road, and immediately south of the railway 
line (Clements 2015). Two Bronze Age (2,200-700 BC) flints have been identified on 
the HER as a Middle Bronze Age side looped spearhead (MLE 6315) that was 
recorded along the ridge of higher ground just outside the present village to the west 
(and east of the Grand Union Canal). Also found was an Early Bronze Age 
arrowhead (MLE 6321) in the south of the village, just outside the conservation area. 
Trial trenching in 2013 recovered six pieces of struck flint from spoil heaps (MLE 
21218), consisting of knapping waste and one retouched piece, and exhibiting 
technology typically associated with material of Neolithic or Bronze Age date. 
 
An Iron Age site has been identified in Beauchamp, which is also found to continue 
through the Roman period. This was identified on land to the west of Melbourne 
Close as a Later Iron Age or Early Roman trackway with a number of ditched 
enclosures off it, including a possible round house (MLE 9150) (Clements 2015). 
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7.2.2 Roman 

 
Similar to the results at Harcourt, it is not surprising to find evidence for Roman 
activity on the HER for Beauchamp, especially due to the proximity of Roman 
Leicester (Ratae Corieltauvorum). There is scattered evidence for Romano-British 
settlement in Beauchamp, mainly in the form of ditches that were potentially utilised 
as settlement boundary markers or for agriculture or pasture and were found with 
Roman pottery and a 4th century coin (MLE 1750) on the Weir Road estate and in the 
same area as the Bronze Age arrowhead (MLE 6321) on the lowlands to the east. 
More recently in this same area, to the east of Wentworth Close, was found a 
Romano-British field system with a possible pit (Swann 2015). Fragments of Roman 
pottery were also identified further north at the new rectory in 1788 (MLE 7856) and 
suggests potentially a quite wide spread of Roman activity across Beauchamp as 
large areas of land were sectioned off and utilised for agriculture.   
 
As mentioned above in section 7.2.1, during an archaeological evaluation on land to 
the east of Warwick Road and immediately south of the railway, was found a Late 
Iron Age or Early Roman trackway (based on the pottery recovered), off which were 
a number of ditched enclosures that had also been truncated by later ridge and 
furrow (Clements 2015).  
 

7.2.3 Anglo Saxon 

 
The extent of the original Anglo Saxon village of Chiburde, (meaning farmstead or 
settlement) that was recorded in the Domesday Book has yet to be identified within 
the villages of Harcourt and Beauchamp through archaeology. The large amount of 
Saxon pottery identified from Beauchamp Grange (MLE 1765) located outside the 
village to the far southeast, along Harborough Road, was likely originally an isolated 
Saxon farmstead, separate from the main settlement of Chiburde, assuming of 
course that the medieval village of Beauchamp developed on the same area as the 
original Saxon settlement.  
 
More recent trial trenching to the south of The Bank, found three 10th century 
enclosures with continuation through to the medieval (12th century). These 
enclosures were found with Late Anglo Saxon pottery, animal bone and fired clay 
and likely represented farmsteads and boundary ditches with subdivisions. It has also 
been suggested that one of the boundary ditches may have been the eastern 
boundary to the manorial complex (MLE 22064). Additional boundary ditches were 
identified close-by in 2015 that were also found to have origins in the Late Anglo 
Saxon (MLE 22239). 

 

7.2.4 Medieval 

 
Kibworth Beauchamp, like Harcourt, was also named for the family that held the 
manor in the medieval period; in this case it was the Norman family “de Beauchamp”. 
Walter de Beauchamp was Chief Panteler (butler, dresser and banner carrier) to the 
King on the day of his coronation in 1246, which gave him his right to hold the manor 
at this time.31 The historic core of the village is centred on a triangular area, where 
the three main roads into the village converge (High Street, Station Street and New 

                                                
31 http://www.kibworth.org/kb heritage trail leaflet 220811.pdf (Accessed November 2018) 

http://www.kibworth.org/kb%20heritage%20trail%20leaflet%20220811.pdf


 

29 
 

Road), now referred to as The Bank; although the majority of the houses that now 
line the main roads date from the 18th century (MLE 9147). The Bank also seems the 
most likely spot for the weekly market (MLE 1762) that was granted to Walter de 
Beauchamp in 1223, to be held on Wednesdays that was also likely as a result of the 
development of the highway running from Market Harborough, through Kibworth to 
Leicester.32 
 
Kingsthorpe Bridge, in the far east of the village is situated where Harborough Road 
crosses the river, just east of Beauchamp Grange and is on the main route way from 
Leicester to Market Harborough. The original medieval bridge foundations were 
identified with a 15th century pilgrim badge (MLE 1764), suggesting that this was a 
main road south from Leicester, particularly as it was later rebuilt in 1754 and again 
in 1932 in concrete.  
 
The church of St Wilfrid, serves both the villages of Harcourt and Beauchamp, but 
was built in the far north of Beauchamp on the main road from Harcourt in the north 
to The Bank in the south. Its isolated position is separate from the main focus of 
occupation in Beauchamp around The Bank, but visible to travellers from the main 
through road from Market Harborough to Leicester. The majority of the listed 
buildings in Beauchamp date to the post medieval, apart from the Manor House on 
High Street (MLE 10722) that was most likely built in the very late medieval. It was 
originally an ‘H’ shaped timber framed house and encased in brick during the 18th 
century. 
 
The presence of ridge and furrow (MLE 16809), still evident in and around Kibworth 
Primary School, where sherds of both medieval and post medieval pottery have been 
recovered and the possible windmill site (MLE 1755) in the south of the village, close 
to Weir Farm, are remnants of the striving farming community that was part of 
Beauchamp during the early medieval period. To the east of Wentworth Close, an 
archaeological evaluation found additional evidence for medieval ridge and furrow 
(Swann 2015) as well as off Warwick Road and immediately south of the railway 
found (Clements 2015). On the southern side of the High Street, trial trenching and a 
subsequent excavation recorded a series of ditched enclosures (MLE 22064), which 
first dated from the Late Anglo Saxon but was seen to continue through the high 
medieval period. An 11th century feature was found to cut an earlier trackway, but the 
presence of a rubbish pit confirmed that at least one enclosure was still in use. Two 
12th century ditches showed major changes in land division and use, with evidence 
also recorded for both crop processing and animal rearing (see also MLE 22239).  
 
A small number of miscellaneous finds dating as medieval have also been identified 
on the HER for Beauchamp, to include a medieval lead spindle whorl (MLE 6731) 
found from a modern housing estate in the far west of the village and a medieval 
bone skate (MLE 6732) discovered on the main north-south road leading from the 
church to The Bank, during renovation work of The Old School in a Doctor’s Surgery. 
Later medieval pottery (MLE 6976), the base of a Midland Purple Ware vessel was 
also recovered from the south of the village, again from the garden in a modern 
housing estate. 
 
 
 

                                                
32 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057 (Accessed August 2009) 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057
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7.2.5 Post Medieval and later 

 
A great deal of the post medieval development in Beauchamp is due to the fact that 
the village did not stay in single ownership, which allowed industry to develop as new 
parcels of land were built on, which was not seen in Harcourt. Framework knitting 
was one of the main industries in the village, its popularity coinciding with the 
Enclosure Act in the late 18th century, which forced many people to leave agriculture, 
particularly given the rise of new pastoral land, and to look for other work. Poverty 
was more prevalent in Beauchamp than Harcourt because of this, but the popularity 
of the framework knitting industry was widespread throughout the East Midlands 
(Kibworth is situated on the southern edge of this area), with Leicestershire mainly 
focusing on woollen garments. In the 1891 census, Beauchamp lists 46 framework 
knitters, with an additional four living in Harcourt,33 but the industry remained 
common well into the 20th century, with the introduction of large factories. The census 
also shows that the population of the village was much higher than that of 
neighbouring Harcourt with 1,232 individuals recorded living in Beauchamp in 1801. 
The population steadily increased to 1,752 in 1851, but during the latter 19th century 
the population dropped to a low of 1,003 in 1891. The population recovered and rose 
through the 20th century so that by 1961, the population was roughly at the same 
level as 100 years previously, at 1,786.34 
 
Much like the development of Harcourt, the vast majority of the listed buildings in 
Beauchamp date to the post medieval. The presence of a school in the village was 
also evident at this time, the location of the first Grammar school built in the 15th 
century is unknown, but there was a second recorded in Kilpeck’s Close in 1625, with 
the site of the Grammar school building still standing today in School Road 
(MLE1757) dating from 1725, although it is now used as community hall. The Old 
Rectory was utilised in 1660 by Oliver Cromwell who was supposed to have slept 
there before the battle of Naseby. The present rectory is set immediately south east 
of the church and was built in 1788. The church also has some post medieval 
alterations, when the tower was rebuilt to replace the spire that collapsed in the 
summer of 1825.35 There is also a Methodist Chapel (MLE 15248) in Beauchamp 
built in 1846 along School Road. The presence of a Grammar School has been 
documented in Kibworth (MLE1757), by the late 15th century, although the exact site 
today is not known. Sources record a school house in Kilpeck’s Close in 1625, but 
the present school building, sited within the original extent of the medieval village, on 
School Road, dates to 1725. 
 
The Midland Railway (MLE16083) came through Beauchamp, effectively dividing the 
village in two, when it was opened in 1857, although mainly as a freight line to carry 
coal. An extension to London in 1868 enabled passenger trains to run to St Pancras.  
The site of the old Rectory (MLE1759) is sited at the position of what became 
Kibworth station, to the far south of the church. The Station House was eventually 
closed to passengers at the start of January 1968 Two fishponds related to the 
rectory were also filled in when the railway was constructed.36 A 19th century railway 
boundary marker is also situated along the railway line on the south side of Warwick 
Road (MLE 10669). 
 

                                                
33 http://homepages.which.net/~stephen.poyzer/feb9502.htm (Accessed March 2010) 
34 http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10382555/cube/TOT_POP (Accessed November 2018) 
35 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057 (Accessed August 2009) 
36 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057 (Accessed August 2009) 

http://homepages.which.net/~stephen.poyzer/feb9502.htm
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10382555/cube/TOT_POP
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057
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The Grand Union Canal (MLE16303) is set to the far south of the village, just beyond 
Smeeton Westerby, the section between Leicester and Debdale Wharf was 
completed by 1797 and extended to the village by 1809, and like the railway opened 
up Kibworth to faster and more efficient trading routes. 
 
The first OS maps for the village show evidence for post medieval industry in 
Beauchamp (figure 8). Brick kiln works (MLE 1763) have been recorded to the east 
of the village on an area of land now between the A6 to the south and the railway to 
the north, north-west of Beauchamp Grange that was first identified on the late 19th 
1st addition OS map, but had fallen out of use by the 1953 OS Map. Similarly, a 
windmill has been recorded in the far south west of the parish (MLE 1753) to the 
south-east of White Stacks Farm that was mentioned in documents dating from the 
16th and 17th centuries as well as on maps into the mid-19th century, but fails to 
appear on the late 19th century 1st edition OS map.  
 
 

 
Figure 8: 1880’s map of Kibworth Beauchamp © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An 

Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service 

 
Agriculture continued to be important in Beauchamp into the post medieval, with the 
same land continuously farmed from the medieval period. Evidence of ridge and 
furrow (MLE 16809), south of the current primary school but north of the railway was 
identified with 16th century and later pottery and clay pipe. To the south of the High 
Street, trial trenching and an excavated recorded 17th and 18th century boundary 
ditches, one of which was in the same place as a Late Anglo Saxon ditch (MLE 
22066). Also found were a number of post holes with pits that were found to contain 
the articulated remains of pigs, dogs, a sheep and a lamb, with one of the pits also 
thought to have been a backfilled well.   
 
A second watching brief at 22 High Street only recorded the remains of a 19th or 20th 
century brick built feature with mainly mid-20th century rubbish inside (Hyam 2014b), 
the first recorded no archaeological features (Hyam 2014a). An evaluation on School 
Road also only recorded modern features, including two post holes (Parker 2007). 
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7.2.6 Undated 

 
A range of undated features have been identified from Beauchamp on the HER 
including a continuous bank (MLE 1751), orientated north-west to south-east and 
situated to the south-east of Mason Farm with associated ridge and furrow. At ‘The 
Bank’, a possible ditch (MLE 8375) was also recorded during works on a water main. 
A number of mainly pit features have also been identified using Gradiometry and 
Geophysical surveys at various points across the village (MLE 9148, MLE 9149, MLE 
9150 and MLE 9151). 
 
An archaeological watching brief was undertaken on land at 2 Fleckney Road, in 
Kibworth Beauchamp in 2004 when foundation trenches were opened ahead of a 
new development. Unfortunately, no archaeological finds or features were identified 
in the trenches or associated spoil heaps (Hunt 2005).  
 
A watching brief at Stuart Street (Clapton 2014) and Church Road (Hyam 2011) also 
recorded no archaeological features or finds.  
 
 
 

7.3 Smeeton Westerby 
 

7.3.1 Prehistoric 

 
The prehistoric activity recorded on the HER in Smeeton Westerby appears to be 
more abundant than that identified from both Kibworths Harcourt and Beauchamp. 
This may be due to the lower lying position of Smeeton and its location on the edge 
of a river valley, compared to the Kibworths which sit on higher ground. A Neolithic 
axe head (MLE 7225) was found on land east-south-east of Wrenbury Farm, outside 
the current extent of the village (although the blade is missing the butt and is 
damaged), it was identified to have originated in Cornwall, suggesting there were 
possibly quite extensive trade links established at that time.  
 
Evidence for activity continuing into the Bronze Age is also evident in Smeeton 
Westerby, although no settlement evidence has yet to be identified in the parish. A 
Bronze Age Beaker cemetery (MLE 2398) was excavated west of Smeeton Hill, in 
the far south of the parish on an area of high ground, where the remains of seven 
burials were recorded. One beaker was complete, there were fragments of a second 
beaker, a copper or bronze awl37 and three fragments of antler spatulae. Additional 
work then noted a pottery scatter and bone and it is likely that they were interred 
under a mound, although no evidence of that remains today. A Late Bronze Age 
socketed axe (MLE 6335) was also recovered from land immediately south of 
Debdale lane and just outside the village to the east. This was also found with a mix 
of Roman objects, including a coin (MLE 7908) (see 7.3.2 for more details).  
 

7.3.2 Roman 

 
Scattered Roman finds have been identified in Smeeton Westerby, all of which were 
found just outside the village to the south and east. A Roman coin (MLE 7907) of 

                                                
37 http://www.le.ac.uk/lahs/downloads/RutlandSmvolumeL-8.pdf (Accessed January 2010) 

http://www.le.ac.uk/lahs/downloads/RutlandSmvolumeL-8.pdf
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Claudius II and dating to the late 3rd century was recorded east of Westerby Farm 
and a number of Romano British artefacts (MLE 7908), including a copper alloy 
object with pottery and a coin were recovered with the Late Bronze Age socketed axe 
(MLE6335) immediately south of Debdale Lane, in the east of the village. Additional 
fragments of late 2nd to mid-3rd century pottery were also found during trial trenching 
at Debdale Farm (MLE 20753). No evidence for Roman occupation has yet been 
found in the village which may suggest that potentially, the focus of Roman activity 
was concentrated further north, on the higher ground around both Harcourt and 
Beauchamp.  
 
 

7.3.3 Anglo Saxon 

 
Anglo Saxon activity in Smeeton Westerby is limited. A hooked tag that was identified 
just outside the village to the south that was actually found on the same site as the 
late 3rd century Roman coin (MLE 7907) to the east of Westerby Farm. The likely 
metal hooked tag would have been used to either fasten clothing as well as bags and 
pouches and so would have belonged to someone who was living and/or working in 
the area.  
 
Trial Trenching in 2012 at Debdale farm recorded a possible boundary ditch of 
medieval origin, but the presence of Late Anglo Saxon pottery also recorded has 
suggested that there was activity on site from at least the 10th century (MLE 20752).  
 
Although, much the like the lack of Roman occupation evidence in Smeeton 
Westerby, the focus of the Anglo Saxon occupation in the area also appears to be 
further north on the higher ground in Beauchamp. 
 

7.3.4 Medieval 

 
At the start of the medieval period, Smeeton and Westerby were two distinct hamlets, 
as Smeeton to the northeast and Westerby to the southwest, and both established on 
the higher ground of a valley to a small brook set to the south.38 It is likely that they 
were joined by 1316 (MLE 9333) when the first recorded document shows the two 
villages combined. The manor of Smeeton Westerby was held by Hugh de 
Grentemesnil in 1086, but as soon as 1130 was held by the Earls of Leicester until it 
passed to the Dukes of Lancaster in 126539 (MLE 9333). 
 
Earthworks of the medieval village have been identified to the north-east of Beaker 
Close in Smeeton (MLE 2394), consisting of a hollow way and house platforms and 
also in Westerby (MLE 2400) to the west of Westerby Farm as another hollow way 
and possible enclosures, all of which were identified from aerial photographs. A 
single later medieval find has been recorded in Westerby; a French-type jetton 
(MLE6769) was found on land south of Smeeton and east of Westerby and was most 
likely used as a counter. 
 

                                                
38 http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057&strquery=Smeeton%20(Smetheton)%20Westerby 
(Accessed September 2010) 
39 Ibid 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057&strquery=Smeeton%20(Smetheton)%20Westerby
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057&strquery=Smeeton%20(Smetheton)%20Westerby
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As already mentioned in Beauchamp, the Kingsthorpe Bridge (MLE1764), is located 
on the parish boundary between Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby where 
Harborough Road crosses the river, just east of Beauchamp Grange and is on the 
main route way from Leicester to Market Harborough. The foundations for the original 
medieval bridge were first identified with a 15th century pilgrim badge when it was 
rebuilt in 1754, before finally being replaced in 1932. It suggests that Kibworth was 
on an established route way during the medieval period into Leicester. 
 
The possible site of a medieval chapel has been identified in the north east of 
Westerby (MLE2401), although no remains of which are visible today. The present 
chapel of Westerby was built in 1849.  
 

7.3.5 Post Medieval 

 
Unlike Westerby, there is no record for a church in Smeeton until the post medieval 
period, although Elizabeth I granted the ‘graveyard of a chapel at Smeeton to Edward 
Heron and John Nicholas’,40 but it was not until 1848-49 that a church was built in 
Smeeton (MLE 114820).41 The site of the General Baptist Chapel (MLE 21412) is 
known from 19th century OS maps to be sited on the northern side of Debdale Lane 
that was demolished during the 1960’s, and also has an associated graveyard (MLE 
21413). 
 
The population of the village has always been the smallest of the three settlements 
here that was also seen to gradually decrease during the 19th century, perhaps 
related to rise the in the framework industry, which drew more people to Kibworth 
Beauchamp instead, or perhaps further afield to look for work. Between 1871 and 
1881 the population decreased from 486 to 390. The population continued to 
fluctuate to a low of 301 in 1921, which then peaked at 342 10 years later, only to 
drop again to 275 in 1961.42 
 
Two post medieval windmills have been identified, one in the far north west of the 
parish (MLE 2396) to the south-east of White Stacks Farm and was first recorded on 
the 1779 map by Prior, but was said to have blown down in 1887 with a miller inside. 
The second windmill was sited in the far south of the parish (MLE 1622) at Mill Field 
and was mentioned in the Enclosure Award of 1773, but was not recorded on the 
1814 OS map. The site of two late post medieval gravel pits were recorded on the 
1830’s OS map to the south (MLE 21997), and north of the canal (MLE 21998), 
which by the late 19th century were both disused.  
The Grand Union Canal (MLE 16303 and MLE 16299) runs close to the western 
edge of Westerby and continues on south-east. It was completed by 1797 between 
Leicester and Debdale and further extended to the village by 1809. It, like the railway, 
opened up Kibworth and Smeeton Westerby to faster and more efficient trading 
routes. A post medieval leat (MLE 2276) has been identified in the south west of the 
parish that was used as a supply channel linking Saddington Reservoir with the 
Grand Union Canal close to the south western edge of Westerby and a late 18th or 

                                                
40 http://www.british-
history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057&strquery=Smeeton%20(Smetheton)%20Westerby 
(Accessed September 2010) 
41 https://www.leicestershirechurches.co.uk/smeeton-westerby-christ-church/ (Accessed November 

2018) 
42 http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10391167/cube/TOT_POP (Accessed November 2018) 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057&strquery=Smeeton%20(Smetheton)%20Westerby
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?compid=22057&strquery=Smeeton%20(Smetheton)%20Westerby
https://www.leicestershirechurches.co.uk/smeeton-westerby-christ-church/
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/unit/10391167/cube/TOT_POP
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19th century aqueduct to carry the canal over a track is situated to the south of 
Deacon’s Farm (MLE 22000).  
 
An archaeological evaluation along Saddington Road in 2007 recorded no 
archaeological features or finds (Farnworth-Jones 2007) and it was concluded that 
this land has always been agricultural due to the poor drainage that is evident today. 
Negative results were also concluded at a watching brief along Debdale Lane to the 
east of the village, despite the known nearby presence of Romano-British artefacts 
(Farnworth-Jones 2008) and during an evaluation along Main Street (Speed 2012), 
although in this case there was a large amount of 19th and early 20th century 
quarrying evident, which would have destroyed any earlier archaeology. An 
archaeological evaluation at Pit Hill found limited archaeological evidence in the form 
of late post medieval and modern ditches and pits as well as two undated linears 
(Janulewicz 2014). 
 

 
Figure 9: 1880’s map of Kibworth Beauchamp © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An 

Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service 

 
 

7.3.6 Undated 

 
A number of possible earthworks have been identified in the parish of Smeeton 
Westerby and include an undated mound (MLE 2393) to the north-west of Debdale 
Wharf with another mound (MLE 2399) just north of MLE 2393 that is also surround 
by ridge and furrow and is on the edge of an old flood plain.  
 
A number of crop marks and irregular soil marks have also been noted on the HER, 
to the east of the village, south-east of Springfield Farm (MLE 2397) as a circular 
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feature, as well as to the south-east (MLE 2402) and east of Wrenbury Farm, which 
may be irregular features left by gravel works and also immediately south of the 
canal (MLE 9332) as a possible ring ditch that also has ridge and furrow evident in 
the field, so it seems unlikely to be prehistoric in date.   
 
A probable water leat has been identified just north of the canal to the south west of 
the village (MLE 2395), although it is a lot smaller than the post medieval leats 
identified south of the canal (MLE 2276) at only c.137m long. 
 
A possible early road surface (MLE 8373) has also been identified between the 
original separate villages of Smeeton and Westerby, with evidence of a tightly 
packed cobble surface still present under Main Street that could be Roman in date or 
be an earlier version of the current road. A small lead coffin (MLE 2392) was also 
found in 1863 between Smeeton and Westerby that reportedly contained the remains 
of a child and more skeletons also recovered during gravel extraction at the southern 
extremity of Smeeton. 
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8 Results of the test pit excavations in Kibworth Harcourt, 
Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby in 2009 

 
 
The 37 archaeological test pits that were excavated in July and the five test pits 
excavated in September of 2009 are displayed below, to give a total of 42 1m2 test 
pits excavate across the three villages. This number breaks down to 17 test pits 
excavated in Kibworth Harcourt, 11 pits excavated in Kibworth Beauchamp and 14 
test pits excavated in Smeeton Westerby. The data from each test pit is set out below 
in numerical order and by year of excavation. It is also separated into each village, 
starting with Kibworth Harcourt, then Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby.  
 
Most excavation was in spits measuring 10cm in depth, but in cases when a change 
in the character of deposits indicated a change in context, a new spit was started 
before 10cm. An assessment of the overall results, synthesizing the data from all the 
pits, including deductions about the historic development of the Kibworths and 
Smeeton and the potential of the buried heritage resource of the villages are 
presented in the following Discussion section (Section 9).  
 
Finds from each test pit are discussed in summary in this section, and listed in detail 
in the relevant appendices (Section 12). Fourteen test pits; numbers 3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 
21, 26, 27, 28, 29, 34, 37 and 47 were planned and sited, but were not excavated 
during the test-pit digging event due to a number of volunteer’s personal 
circumstances over the weekend and re-numbering was not a practical option, so 
were not excavated and therefore not included in this report. Photographs of sites 
under excavation and of all finds are included in the archive, but again not included in 

this report for reasons of space.  
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Figure 10: the approximate locations of the 42 test pits excavated in Kibworth Harcourt, 
Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby (NB: test pits are not to scale!) © Crown 
Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service, 1:10,000 
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8.1 The test pits of Kibworth Harcourt 
 
A total of 17 1m2 archaeological test pits were excavated in Kibworth Harcourt (figure 
11), all of which were sited north of Leicester Road (the A6) where local residents 
were happy for the test pits to be sited. The majority were focused around Main 
Street and to the north of ‘The Munt’.  
 
 

 
Figure 11: Location map for the test pits excavated in Kibworth Harcourt (NB: test pits are not to 
scale!) © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service 
1:5000 
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Test Pit one (KIB/09/1)             
  
Test pit one was excavated to the rear of a 
long back garden of a modern end of 
terrace cottage in the north-west of the 
village (51 Main Street, Kibworth Harcourt. 
SP 468004 294622).  
 
Test pit one was excavated to a depth of 
0.9m, at which natural was reached. 
Excavations were halted at this level and 
the test pit was recorded and backfilled.   
 
The vast majority of the pottery excavated 
from KIB/09/1 dates to the Victorian period 
with also a large number of post medieval 
Midland Purple Ware and Staffordshire 
Manganese Ware sherds were also 
identified. A single sherd of medieval shelly 
ware was also recovered from the lower contexts of the test pit. 
 

  SHC MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

1 2       29 103 1800-1900 

1 3     1 5 53 312 1680-1900 

1 4     1 13 78 269 1680-1900 

1 5       32 157 1800-1900 

1 6     4 113 74 816 1680-1900 

1 7   1 12 2 9 52 243 1550-1900 

1 8 1 5 1 8 1 6 15 66 1100-1900 

1 9     1 102 4 23 1680-1900 

 Total 1 5 2 20 10 248 337 1989  

Table 1: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/1 

 
Despite its location close to the Motte, medieval activity at KIB/09/1 appears to be 
marginal in Harcourt and that the focus of occupation was most likely further to the 
south. Occupation on site increased into the post medieval with the expansion of the 
village and peaking into the 19th century, most likely when the current house was 
built. There was also a great deal of disturbance from the 19th century and later, 
reflected in both the high number of finds and pottery excavated. The finds include 
CBM, tile, glass, iron nails and bolts, slate, concrete and mortar with clay pipe, 
animal bone, coal, slag and oyster shell with pig, horse, sheep, cow, chicken and bird 
bone with fragmentary remains of both sheep- and goose- sized animals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 12: Location map of KIB/09/1 
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Test Pit two (KIB/09/2)             
  
Test pit two was excavated in the flower 
bed in a separate garden behind a row of 
likely late 19th – early 20th century cottages 
and next to the main road in the north west 
of the village (112 Main Street, Kibworth 
Harcourt. SP 468022 294517).  
 
Test pit two was excavated to a depth of 
c.0.75m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.   
 
Two sherds of Roman pottery were 
excavated from KIB/09/2, mixed in with a 
large number of late Saxon St Neots Ware 
and Stamford Ware with a few sherds of 
medieval shelly ware. A small amount of Victorian pottery was also recovered from 
the upper half of the test pit.  
 

  RB SN STAM SHC VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

2 1         3 12 1800-1900 

2 2         5 10 1800-1900 

2 3       2 14 2 23 1100-1900 

2 4 2 8   1 3 1 5 3 9 100-1900 

2 5   6 33 3 13   2 4 900-1900 

2 6   4 23       900-1100 

2 7   17 148       900-1100 

2 8   13 148 2 68     900-1100 

 Total 2 8 40 352 6 84 3 19 15 58  

Table 2: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/2 

 
The large amount of late Saxon pottery excavated from KIB/09/2 suggests that the 
site was a major focus for settlement in Harcourt at this time. The drop off in pottery 
into the medieval period however indicates a shift in settlement patterns, so that 
much like KIB/09/1, test pit two was most likely on the fringes of medieval occupation 
in Harcourt. The site likely remained abandoned until the 19th century when there is 
an increase in activity, although the site has never been built upon. A lot of more 
recent finds were excavated including tile, iron nails, glass, coal, melted plastic, scrap 
iron, foil milk bottle lids, slat, metal wire, CBM and modern nails with clay pipe and a 
number of pieces of slag, the latter suggesting that there was metal working on or 
close to site. Cow, sheep, horse and pig bones were also found with fragmented 
sheep sized animal bones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 13: Location map of KIB/09/2 
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Test Pit five (KIB/09/5)             
  
Test pit five was excavated close to the 
southern boundary of a grassed field, 
parallel with the main road in the far north 
west of the village (Old Paddocks Farm, 
Leicester Road, Kibworth Harcourt. SP 
467888 294682).  
 
Test pit five was excavated to a depth of 
c.0.7m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.   

 
A single sherd of medieval Potter’s 
Marston Ware was excavated from context one of KIB/09/5. 
 

  PM  

TP Context No Wt Date 

5 1 1 10 1100-1200 

Table 3: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/5 

 
After excavation had already started it was learnt that KIB/09/5 used to be a yard in 
front of a grain barn and that a lot of soil and clay was bought in from another field to 
the north east of site in the late 1980’s. The single sherd of medieval pottery may well 
also have travelled in from elsewhere on the farm and there is no way to know if this 
indicates little medieval activity or part of a larger settlement. A few modern finds 
were also found including tile, CBM, slate, iron nails, coal, a lump of tarmac and a 
Tesco plastic food bag. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 14: Location map of KIB/09/5 
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Test Pit eight (KIB/09/8)             
  
Test pit eight was excavated in a wooded 
area close to the walled boundary with 
the road and just east of a Grade II Listed 
18th century house fronting the road in the 
north of the village (78 Main Street, 
Kibworth Harcourt. SP 468162 294530).  
 
Test pit eight was excavated to a depth of 
0.68m. Natural was not found, but due to 
a number of large routes and time 
constraints, excavations were halted at 
this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.   
 
A single sherd of late medieval Midland Purple Ware was excavated from the base of 
KIB/09/8 and was mixed in with a number of post medieval sherds including Midland 
Blackware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware and English Stoneware. The vast majority 
of the pottery however dates to the Victorian period with large numbers recovered 
from each context.  
 

  MP MB SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

8 1         63 553 1800-1900 

8 2     2 5   49 161 1680-1900 

8 3   1 3 5 49   115 463 1550-1900 

8 4   2 41 3 20   55 224 1550-1900 

8 5     1 1   22 92 1680-1900 

8 6     2 46   18 90 1680-1900 

8 7 1 11   5 139 1 3 1 3 1350-1900 

 Total 1 11 3 44 18 260 1 3 323 1586  

Table 4: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/8 

 
Despite the location of KIB/09/8 of being just north of the Motte there appears to be 
no activity on site prior to the mid-14th century, although of course there may be 
earlier medieval deposits, but further excavation would be required. There is more 
intense occupation on site into the post medieval, peaking in the 19th century with a 
lot of disturbance also evident. A mixture of finds were excavated from test pit eight 
which consist of slate, coal, thin strips of iron, iron nails, metal wire, glass, CBM, a 
metal stake, a button, a slate pencil, mortar, oyster shell and modern brick with clay 
pipe, animal bone and slag. A number of pieces of cow and sheep bone were also 
found.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 15: Location map of KIB/09/8 
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Test Pit 11 (KIB/09/11)             
  
Test pit 11 was excavated in the upper part 
of a stepped rear garden, next to the patio 
of a likely 19th or 20th century cottage in the 
north east of the village (3 The City, 
Kibworth Harcourt. SP 468411 294661).  
 
Test pit 11 was excavated to a depth of 
0.4m., with the eastern half of the pit to a 
depth of 0.75m. Natural was not found, but 
due to time constraints, excavations were 
halted at this level and the test pit was 
recorded and backfilled.   
 

A single sherd of later medieval Midland 
Purple Ware was excavated from the lower 
half of KIB/09/11 with a number of post medieval wares including Midland Blackware, 
Staffordshire Slipware and Staffordshire Manganese Ware. The majority of the 
pottery however, dates to the Victorian period with a number of sherds recovered 
from each context.  
 

  MP MB SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

11 1         12 13 1800-1900 

11 2       1 9 9 34 1680-1900 

11 3         12 28 1800-1900 

11 4         9 29 1800-1900 

11 5 1 16 2 18 1 3 2 11 19 34 1350-1900 

11 6   1 11   1 17 13 50 1550-1900 

11 7   1 18   3 213 3 31 1550-1900 

 Total 1 16 4 47 1 3 7 250 77 219  

Table 5: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/11 

 
The later medieval pottery identified from KIB/09/11, with the same found at 
KIB/09/12, suggests a shift in activity from around the Motte during the high 
medieval, north and eastwards to the outskirts of Harcourt in the later medieval 
period. Occupation increased into the post medieval and peaked into the Victorian 
period with also a lot of disturbance evident on site. The finds were mixed through 
the test pit and consist of slate, glass, iron nails, CBM, mortar, concrete and asbestos 
with plastic, modern drain fragments, Perspex, a slate pencil and scrap iron. A piece 
of slag was also identified that indicates the presence of metal working on or close to 
site. Fragments of cow, sheep, chicken and pig bones were also recorded.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 16: Location map of KIB/09/11 
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Test Pit 12 (KIB/09/12)             
  
Test pit 12 was excavated in the enclosed 
front garden of a likely 19th century cottage 
set back from the main road in the far north 
east of the village (8 The City, Kibworth 
Harcourt. SP 468411 294661).  
 
Test pit 12 was excavated to a depth of 
0.4m. Natural was not found, but due to the 
presence of a probably hearth and time 
constraints, excavations were halted at this 
level and the test pit was recorded and 
backfilled.   
 
A small number of later medieval Midland Purple Ware and Cistercian Ware sherds 
were excavated from KIB/09/12 and were mixed in with a wide range of post 
medieval pottery types including Glazed Red Earthenware, Midland Blackware, 
Staffordshire Slipware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware, English Stoneware and 
Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware. The vast majority of the pottery however 
dates to the Victorian period with a large number of sherds recovered from each 
context of the test pit.  
 

  MP CW GRE MB SS SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

12 1 1 2         9 29     91 133 1680-1900 

12 2   1 2 2 28     4 25 2 3   54 119 1470-1900 

12 3       6 26   10 83 3 15 2 3 47 75 1550-1900 

12 4   1 1       2 4   1 1 11 19 1470-1900 

12 5         2 8 7 58 10 36 4 4 47 129 1650-1900 

 Total 1 2 2 3 2 28 6 26 2 8 32 199 15 54 7 8 250 475  

Table 6: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/12 

 
Much like KIB/09/11, the presence of later medieval activity at KIB/09/12 suggests a 
shift in the focus of medieval occupation from around the Motte, to the outskirts of 
Harcourt to the north and east. A possible hearth was identified with a few bricks and 
stone laid out, some of which had been burnt with a lot of charcoal throughout. 
Further excavation would be needed but it may date to the medieval period, given the 
later medieval pottery found above it, although a lot of recent disturbance is evident 
on site that may also affect the results. Occupation is more intense on site into the 
post medieval and continuing through the 19th century, but as already said there is a 
great deal of disturbance that has greatly mixed the finds and pottery from test pit 12. 
The finds excavated consist of glass, CBM, iron nails and bolts, Perspex, coal, scrap 
iron, concrete, buttons, and a thin narrow strip of lead, clay pipe and slag, which may 
actually relate to the hearth.  Many pieces of cow bone were also recorded with both 
sheep and pig bones and smaller fragmentary remains of pig-, sheep-, chicken- and 
cow- sized animals a long bone of a small mammal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 17: Location map of KIB/09/12 
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Test Pit 14 (KIB/09/14)             
  
Test pit 14 was excavated on an open area 
of grass bordering a long driveway to a 
modern house set back from the A6 in the 
south of the village (13 Main Street, 
Kibworth Harcourt. SP 468245 294438).  
 
Test pit 14 was excavated to a depth of 
0.8m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints and the presence of a brick 
culvert, excavations were halted at this 
level and the test pit was recorded and 
backfilled.   
 
A wide range of pottery types were excavated from KIB/09/14 with three sherds 
dating to the medieval – medieval shelly ware, Midland Purple Ware and Cistercian 
Ware. A large number of post medieval wares were also recovered, including 
Midland Blackware, Glazed Red Earthenware, Staffordshire Slipware, Staffordshire 
Manganese Ware and Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware. The majority of 
the pottery however dates to the Victorian period with a number of sherds recovered 
from every context of the test pit.  
 

  SHC MP CW MB GRE SS SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

14 1                 5 36 1800-1900 

14 2       1 47   1 40 1 11 1 3 15 86 1550-1900 

14 3 1 23           2 6   25 217 1100-1900 

14 4             6 116   25 115 1680-1900 

14 5   1 5 1 1 1 2 1 19   4 31   20 68 1350-1900 

14 6       1 16     7 84   14 48 1550-1900 

14 7       1 124     4 61   14 102 1550-1900 

 Total 1 23 1 5 1 1 4 189 1 19 1 40 24 309 1 3 118 672  

Table 7: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/14 

 
The medieval activity identified at KIB/09/14 may be on the eastern limit of the 
medieval settlement so far identified at Harcourt through the test pitting strategy that 
was mainly focused around the Motte. There appears to have been quite intense 
activity through the post medieval and peaking into the 19th century, the brick culvert 
identified at 0.7m most probably dates to the 19th century and may have been 
associated with the blacksmiths located just to the north. A mix of finds were 
excavated through the test pit and consist of coal, a horse shoe, slate, CBM, modern 
nails, glass, concrete, scrap iron, iron nails and mortar, with clay pipe and slag, which 
may have come from the original blacksmiths next door. Pieces of pig, sheep and 
cow bone were also recorded.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 18: Location map of KIB/09/14 
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Test Pit 15 (KIB/09/15) 
 
Records are limited for test pit 15 as no test pit record booklet was returned to ACA 
at the end of the excavations, so an exact location and depth are not known for this 
test pit (49 Main Street, Kibworth Harcourt) 
 
Two sherds of medieval pottery was excavated from KIB/09/15, identified as Chilvers 
Coton ‘C’ Ware. Also found were single sherds of Midland Yellow Ware and Midland 
Blackware, with Staffordshire Manganese Ware and 80 sherds of 19th century 
Victorian wares.  
 

  CC MY MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

15 3     1 1 8 132 79 208 1550-1900 

15 7 2 13 1 8     1 1 1300-1900 

 Total 2 13 1 8 1 1 8 132 80 209  

Table 8: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/15 

 
As no finds were also handed in to ACA, only the pottery can be utilised for analysis 
of the test pit here. There is limited evidence for medieval activity on site, although it 
was in an identified cluster of medieval activity along the northern side of Main Street. 
The site may then have been abandoned until the 17th century, after which there has 
been continuous occupation on site, with a particular peak of activity into the 19th 
century.  
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Test Pit 15b (KIB/09/15b)            
  
Test pit 15b was excavated toward the 
back of an enclosed rear garden of a likely 
19th or 20th century cottage fronting the 
road in the centre of the village, just to the 
east of the Motte (60 Main Street, Kibworth 
Harcourt. SP 468159 294469).  
 
Test pit 15b was excavated to a depth of 
0.9m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded 

and backfilled.   
 
A few small sherds of medieval pottery were excavated from KIB/09/15b, with both 
Chilvers Coton ‘C’ Ware and Midland Purple ware both excavated from the lower 
contexts of the test pit. A wide range of post medieval wares were also identified 
including Midland Blackware, Delft Ware, Staffordshire Slipware, Staffordshire 
Manganese Ware, English Stoneware and Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware. A large number of Victorian sherds were also found mixed through the 
test pit.  
 

  CC MP MB TGE SS SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

15b 1         1 5 4 85     27 83 1650-1900 

15b 2     2 6     5 89     49 147 1550-1900 

15b 3           4 13     53 97 1680-1900 

15b 4           5 77   1 5 70 217 1680-1900 

15b 5           3 3     48 106 1680-1900 

15b 6           9 295   3 42 14 21 1680-1900 

15b 7     52 765     3 14 11 91 3 22 6 19 1550-1900 

15b 8 1 11   19 241 1 1 1 3 8 151 3 10 1 1 3 8 1400-1900 

15b 9     2 3 1 3 1 2 5 84   1 7   1550-1750 

15b 10   3 27 2 9   2 5 5 10     4 6 1350-1900 

 Total 1 11 3 27 77 1024 2 4 5 15 51 821 14 101 9 77 274 704  

Table 9: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/15b 

 
The small amount of medieval pottery excavated from KIB/09/15b suggests there 
was activity on site during that time, but potentially the occupation was focused 
elsewhere and it was not until the post medieval that there is evidence for occupation 
on site, which was also when the current house was built. Later activity, especially 
during the 19th century indicates there was a lot of disturbance on site at that time 
that also mixed with the earlier deposits. A mix of finds were also recovered and 
include CBM, iron nails and bolts, a plastic tube, part of a copper pipe, concrete, 
glass, melted plastic, coal, slate and animal bone with clay pipe, oyster shell and 
slag. A number of pieces of animal bone were also recorded that have been 
identified as cow, sheep, pig and bird bone with fragmentary remains of a goose-, 
sheep- and pig- sized animal remains.  
 
 
 
 

Figure 19: Location map of KIB/09/15b 



 

49 
 

Test Pit 15c (KIB/09/15c)             
  
Test pit 15c was excavated in the 
enclosed rear garden of a Grade II Listed 
18th century cottage fronting the main 
road, immediately north of the Motte. It 
was also one of two pits excavated here – 
see also KIB/09/55 (80 Main Street, 
Kibworth Harcourt. SP 468120 294522).  
 
Test pit 15c was excavated to a depth of 
0.8m, at which natural was found. 
Excavations were halted at this level and 
the test pit was recorded and backfilled.   
 

Two sherds of medieval pottery were 
excavated from KIB/09/15c, including a 
sherd of Chilvers Coton ‘C’ ware and a small sherd of Midland Purple ware. 
Seventeen post medieval pottery sherds were also identified, including both Midland 
Blackware and Staffordshire Manganese Ware, but the largest amount of pottery 
excavated dated to the Victorian period and was found mixed through the upper six 
contexts of the test pit.  
 

  CC MP MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

15c 1         25 51 1800-1900 

15c 2       4 12 58 171 1680-1900 

15c 4       3 13 45 124 1680-1900 

15c 5     1 32 5 56 34 111 1550-1900 

15c 6   1 3   4 148 6 52 1400-1900 

15c 7 1 8         1300-1400 

 Total 1 8 1 3 1 32 16 229 168 509  

Table 10: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/15c 

 
The small amount of medieval pottery identified from KIB/09/15c, suggests that there 
was minimal activity on site during the medieval, despite its location close to the 
Motte. Occupation on site is evident from the post medieval, most likely during which 
the current house was built, which also peaked in the 19th century, when there also 
appears to be a lot of disturbance on site. A large mix of finds were also recovered, 
with a lot of more modern finds, including concrete, part of a water hose with joining 
to a tap, small chain links, CBM, glass, modern CBM, slate, coal, iron nails, half a 
button, a clear glass bead, a metal ring pull, scrap metal and a slate pencil with 
animal bone, oyster shell and clay pipe. Sheep, pig and bird bones were also 
identified with fragmentary remains of chicken- and sheep- sized animal remains.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 20: Location map of KIB/09/15c 
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Test Pit 46 (KIB/09/46)             
  
Test pit 46 was excavated in the enclosed 
rear garden of a modern house in the far 
east of the village (17 Marsh Drive, 
Kibworth Harcourt. SP 468414 294456).  
 
Test pit 46 was excavated to a depth of 
0.8m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.   
 
A single sherd of Victorian pottery was only 
excavated from context five of KIB/09/46. 
 

  VIC  

TP Context No Wt Date 

46 5 1 8 1800-1900 

Table 11: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/46 

 
A lot of modern finds were excavated from KIB/09/46, including modern nails, iron 
nails, glass, coal and slate with lots of scrap metal, including a buckle, a thin metal 
shoe template, metal rectangular casts and thin plates of metal with nails through 
them. With the sherd of 19th century pottery, this all suggests very little activity on site 
until the Victorian period, when the site was probably open fields, until the current 
house was built in the 20th century and building work and modern rubbish has 
disturbed much more of the archaeology. A single chicken bone was also found from 
context four.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 21: Location map of KIB/09/46 
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Test Pit 49 (KIB/09/49)             
  
Test pit 49 was excavated in the 
enclosed rear garden of a likely 19th or 
20th century cottage close to the centre of 
the village and just east of the Motte (68 
Main Street, Kibworth Harcourt. SP 
468148 294492).  
 
Test pit 49 was excavated to a depth of 
1m., at which natural was found. 
Excavations were halted at this level and 
the test pit was recorded and backfilled.   
 
All the pottery excavated from KIB/09/49 dates to the post medieval with a range of 
wares recovered and mixed through the test pit. These include Midland Blackware, 
Staffordshire Slipware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware, English Stoneware and 
Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware. The vast majority of the pottery however 
dates to the Victorian period and was also found in every context.  
 

  MB SS SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

49 1   1 3 2 8     14 44 1650-1900 

49 2     4 26   1 4 26 106 1680-1900 

49 3 1 61   2 31     31 165 1550-1900 

49 4     1 2     44 150 1680-1900 

49 5     3 92     89 356 1800-1900 

49 6 1 25   3 34     43 138 1550-1900 

49 7 2 8   2 41 1 17   21 69 1550-1900 

49 8 1 5 1 6 1 2     14 62 1550-1900 

49 9 1 35         9 16 1550-1900 

 Total 6 134 2 9 18 236 1 17 1 4 291 1106  

Table 12: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/49 

 
A large amount of finds were excavated from KIB/09/49, the majority of which 
reflecting the more recent disturbance evident on site and the large amount of 
Victorian pottery identified. The upper two contexts of the test pit yielded what 
appears to be part of a rubbish dump with bonfire remains and may explain the large 
number of finds that were recovered. These consist of modern CBM fragments with 
slate, a lot of glass, including a complete Heinz bottle, coal, concrete, scrap metal, 
CBM, a plastic comb, empty metal glue tube, foil, a large plastic button, a plastic 
comb, part of a plug socket, part of a key, a plastic wrapper, part of a battery, modern 
screws, iron nails, twisted metal wire and scrap metal with clay pipe, animal bone 
and slag, which may indicate metal working on or close to site. There appears to be 
no occupation on site until the 16th century, after which the current house was most 
likely built. Chicken, pig, cow, sheep and cat bones were also identified with possible 
goose- sized fragmentary animal remains.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 22: Location map of KIB/09/1 
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Test Pit 51 (KIB/09/51)             
  
Test pit 51 was excavated in the enclosed 
rear garden of a Grade II listed 16th or 17th 
century cottage fronting the main road in 
the north of the village and just outside the 
dairy (Priory Farm, 41 Main Street, 
Kibworth Harcourt. SP 468071 294598).  
 
Test pit 51 was excavated to a depth of 
0.45m in the western half of the pit; with 
the eastern half excavated to 0.5m at 
which natural was found. Excavations were 
halted at this level and the test pit was 

recorded and backfilled.   
 
A single sherd of later medieval Midland Purple ware was excavated from KIB/09/51 
with single sherds of post medieval wares, including Staffordshire Slipware, 
Staffordshire Manganese Ware and Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware. The 
vast majority of the pottery recovered however dates to the Victorian period with a 
number of sherds identified from each context.  
 

  MP SS SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

51 1       1 1 16 53 1720-1900 

51 2   1 6     13 61 1650-1900 

51 3     1 31   10 24 1680-1900 

51 4         10 19 1800-1900 

51 7 1 6       1 1 1350-1900 

 Total 1 6 1 6 1 31 1 1 50 158  

Table 13: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/51 

 
The end of a modern metal pipe was excavated in the south western corner of 
KIB/09/51, but excavations were able to continue around the pipe. A great deal of 
19th and 20th century finds were also identified with the Victorian pottery that indicates 
a great deal of disturbance at that time as the peak of occupation on site. The finds 
consist of CBM, iron nails, glass, slate, mortar, an aluminium plant tag, coal, 
concrete, plastic, scrap iron and thin twisted metal wire. A piece of slag was also 
identified in context one that suggests metal working on or close to site. Prior to the 
19th century there was very little activity on site, and suggesting the site was just 
open fields during the medieval and post medieval periods. A number of sheep 
bones were also identified from KIB/09/51 as well as a fragment of bone from a 
sheep-sized animal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 23: Location map of KIB/09/51 
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Test Pit 52 (KIB/09/52)             
  
Test pit 52 was excavated in the south 
western corner of a walled garden to the 
rear of a likely medieval Grade II Listed 
house in the north of the village (Manor 
Farmhouse, 43 Main Street, Kibworth 
Harcourt. SP 468107 294611).  
 
Test pit 52 was excavated to a depth of 
0.7m at which natural was found. 
Excavations were halted at this level and 
the test pit was recorded and backfilled.   
 
All the pottery excavated from KIB/09/52 
dates to the post medieval with small 
amounts of Midland Blackware, English 

Stoneware, Staffordshire Manganese 
Ware and Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware all recovered with a number of Victorian sherds.  
 

  MB EST SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

52 2         5 19 1800-1900 

52 3   1 42 2 5 1 7 13 35 1680-1900 

52 6 1 5         1550-1750 

 Total 1 5 1 42 2 5 1 7 18 54  

Table 14: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/52 

 
The small number of pottery and finds excavated from KIB/09/52 suggests that this 
site has been used as open fields or gardens throughout the post medieval peaking 
in the 19th century, with no evidence for activity prior to that. A range of finds were 
excavated including slate, mortar, CBM, lots of glass, coal, iron nails, oyster shell 
including a shell with holes – that may have been drilled through, modern nails and 
clay pipe. Cow and sheep bone have also been identified.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 24: Location map of KIB/09/52 
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Test Pit 53 (KIB/09/53)             
  
Test pit 53 was excavated close to the gate 
of the village green and playground, parallel 
with the main road. It was the western of 
two pits excavated here; see also KIB/09/54 
(Jubilee Green, Main Street, Kibworth 
Harcourt. SP 468166 294563).  
 
Test pit 53 was excavated to a depth of 
0.3m, which due to the presence of tarmac, 
a land drain and hard-core deposits, the pit 
was abandoned and was recorded and 
backfilled.   
 
Two sherds of later medieval Midland 
Purple ware were excavated from the upper 
contexts of KIB/09/53, but the vast majority 
of the pottery recovered dates to the 
Victorian period.  
 

  MP VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt Date 

53 1 1 6   1350-1550 

53 2 1 8 14 101 1350-1900 

 Total 2 14 14 101  

Table 15: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/53 

 
Although the test pit was abandoned due to the amount of modern disturbance, 
including a land drain and hard-core, evidence for medieval activity was still recorded 
with the small amount of medieval pottery identified in the upper contexts of 
KIB/09/53. The site was probably open fields at this time and likely continued to be 
so through to the 19th century, although activity did increase during this time. The 
finds consist of coal, iron nails, plastic, glass, modern brick  and drain fragments, 
CBM, clay pipe and slag, the latter suggesting the presence of metal working likely 
on or near site. Pieces of cow, dog and sheep bones were also recorded from the 
test pit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 25: Location map of KIB/09/53 
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Test Pit 54 (KIB/09/54)             
  
Test pit 54 was excavated close to the gate 
of the village green and playground, in the 
south eastern corner and parallel with the 
main road. It was the eastern of two pits 
excavated here; see also KIB/09/53 
(Jubilee Green, Main Street, Kibworth 
Harcourt. SP 468175 294561).  
 
Test pit 54 was excavated to a depth of 
0.8m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted at 
this level and the test pit was recorded and 
backfilled.  
 
A small number of later medieval pottery 
sherds were excavated from KIB/09/54 with 
both Midland Purple ware and Cistercian 
Ware excavated from the lower half of the test pit. A large number of post medieval 
wares were also recovered with Midland Blackware, Staffordshire Slipware and 
Staffordshire Manganese Ware was found with a small number of Victorian sherds.   
 

  MP CIST MB SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

54 1           1 3 1800-1900 

54 2         1 3   1680-1750 

54 3 2 10       1 7 4 13 1350-1900 

54 4 6 24   3 6 2 2 3 5   1350-1750 

54 5   1 1 1 2 1 2 3 9 4 11 1470-1900 

54 6 1 9   9 165   3 9   1550-1750 

54 7   1 4 1 20 1 28     1470-1700 

 Total 9 43 2 5 14 193 4 32 11 33 9 27  

Table 16: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/54 

 
From the pottery excavated from KIB/09/54 there appears to have occupation on site 
from the later medieval and through the post medieval periods, and only dropping off 
into the 19th century, suggesting a definite change in land use at that time. A range of 
finds were also recovered that also suggest a lot of disturbance on site with CBM, 
concrete, slate, glass, iron nails and bolts found with metal button, coal, clay pipe, 
mortar and/or plaster. A number of pieces of cow bone were found from the test pit 
with a single cat bone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 26: Location map of KIB/09/54 
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Test Pit 55 (KIB/09/55)             
  
Test pit 55 was excavated in the small 
enclosed front garden of a Grade II Listed 
18th century cottage on the main road and 
just north of the Motte. It was also one of 
two pits excavated here – see also 
KIB/09/15c (80 Main Street, Kibworth 
Harcourt. SP 468123 294546).  
 
Test pit 55 was excavated to a depth of 
0.5m, with the northern half of the pit 
excavated to 0.8m. Natural was not found, 
but due to time constraints, excavations 
were halted at this level and the test pit 
was recorded and backfilled.  
 
All the pottery excavated from KIB/09/55 dates to the post medieval with both 
Staffordshire Manganese Ware and Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
excavated from the lower half of the pit and a number of Victorian sherds recovered 
from the upper half of test pit 55. 
 

  SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

55 1     15 37 1550-1900 

55 2   1 1 25 26 1720-1900 

55 3 3 13   59 172 1680-1900 

55 4 2 33   4 7 1680-1900 

55 5 8 39     1680-1750 

55 6 4 48 1 3   1680-1750 

 Total 17 133 2 4 103 242  

Table 17: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/55 

 
There appears to be no activity on site until the post medieval, which also most likely 
corresponds with the construction of the house during that time. Activity also peaks 
into the 19th century, although a range of finds were also found that also indicate 
much later continual disturbance. These include glass, coal, concrete; a folded strip 
of lead, iron nails, CBM, slate, mortar, plaster, oyster shell with clay pipe, animal 
bone and a large amount of slag that suggests metal working was being undertaken 
on site. Cow, pig and fowl bones were also all identified with a single fragment of 
bone from a sheep-sized animal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 27: Location map of KIB/09/55 
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8.2 The test pits of Kibworth Beauchamp 
 
Eleven 1m2 archaeological test pits were excavated in Kibworth Beauchamp (figure 
28) and were sited where local residents allowed the excavations. The test pits were 
scattered across the settlement from the north of Church Road to around the Bank 
and off the High Street.  
 
 

 
Figure 28: Location map for the test pits excavated in Kibworth Beauchamp (NB: test pits are not 
to scale!) © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service, 
1:5000 
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Test Pit 13 (KIB/09/13)             
  
Test pit 13 was excavated on the western 
edge of the pub car park; the concrete had 
been removed earlier. The pub is Grade II 
Listed and dates from the 18th century 
(Coach and Horses Inn, 2 Leicester Road, 
Kibworth Beauchamp. SP 468368 
294311).  
 
Test pit 13 was excavated to a depth of 
c0.9m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.  
 
Seven sherds of early/middle Saxon pottery were only excavated from KIB/09/13 
from the upper half of the pit. 
 

  EMS  

TP Context No Wt Date 

13 3 5 36 450-850 

13 4 2 13 450-850 

 Total 7 49  

Table 18: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/13 

 
Due to the presence of tarmac and a large deposit of builder’s rubble, the upper 0.5m 
of the test pit were excavated to get through the modern disturbance and so the 
recording started at 0.5m with context one. A few modern finds were sill excavated 
from the lower contexts, including coal, CBM, glass, mortar and a plastic wrapper 
with a number of pieces of flat yellow limestone tiles, animal bone and slag, the latter 
indicating the presence of metal working on or near site. The early/middle Saxon 
pottery identified at KIB/09/13 was the only pottery of its kind to be identified so far 
through test pitting, in not only Kibworth Beauchamp but also in Kibworth Harcourt 
and Smeeton Westerby, and was therefore most probably the site of the original 
Anglo Saxon settlement in Kibworth. Pieces of both cow and sheep bone were also 
both recorded from KIB/09/13.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 29: Location map of KIB/09/13 
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Test Pit 16 (KIB/09/16)             
  
Test pit 16 was excavated in the enclosed 
rear garden of a modern semi-detached 
house, set back from the main road, 
immediately north of the church (27 Church 
Road, Kibworth Beauchamp. SP 468439 
294205).  
 
Test pit 16 was excavated to a depth of 
1m. Natural was not found, but due to time 
constraints, excavations were halted at this 
level and the test pit was recorded and 
backfilled.  
 
A single sherd of medieval Chilvers Coton ‘A’ ware was excavated from the lower 
half of KIB/09/16. A small number of post medieval Delft Ware and Staffordshire 
Manganese Ware sherds were also found mixed through the test pit, but the vast 
majority of the pottery recovered dates to the Victorian period and was found through 
the test pit.  
 

  CA TGE SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

16 1       3 4 1800-1900 

16 2     6 96 14 47 1680-1900 

16 3       16 3 1800-1900 

16 4     1 12 6 48 1680-1900 

16 5       3 42 1800-1900 

16 6 1 14 1 11   3 7 1250-1900 

16 8     1 20 1 1 1680-1900 

16 9       1 2 1800-1900 

 Total 1 14 1 11 8 128 47 154  

Table 19: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/16 

 
The sherd of medieval pottery excavated from KIB/09/16 may relate to the 
construction of the church during the 14th century, although there is very little 
evidence for much activity on site during the medieval period. Activity on site 
increased into the post medieval and peaking into the 19th century, where there is 
evidence for a lot of disturbance which has mixed all the finds and pottery.  A large 
amount of finds were excavated from test pit 16 and consist of CBM, coal, mortar, 
oyster shell, animal bone, iron nails, slate, concrete, fragments of marble, plastic, a 
metal clasp, the handle part of a key, metal wire,  glass, tile, a round stone ball, 
modern nails, clay pipe and slag, which suggests metal working on or near site. 
Sheep, pig, dog and rabbit bone were also all identified from the test pit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 30: Location map of KIB/09/16 
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Test Pit 17 (KIB/09/17)             
  
Test pit 17 was excavated in the large 
open side garden of a substantial 
Victorian semi-detached house set back 
from the road to the south west of the 
church (12 The Villas, Kibworth 
Beauchamp. SP 468262 294056).  
 
Test pit 17 was excavated to a depth of 
0.5m, with the southern half of the pit 
excavated to 0.6m, at which natural was 
found. Excavations were halted at this 
level and the test pit was recorded and 
backfilled.  
 
A small amount of pottery was excavated 
from KIB/09/17, but a range of types were 
also identified, including Potter’s Marston Ware, Midland Purple Ware and Cistercian 
Ware dating to the medieval and Midland Blackware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware 
and Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware dating to the post medieval. An 
additional two sherds of Victorian pottery were also identified from context two. 
 
  PM MP CW MB SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

17 2   1 6   1 7   1 4 2 5 1350-1900 

17 3         1 10     1680-1750 

17 4 1 2   1 7         1100-1500 

 Total 1 2 1 6 1 7 1 7 1 10 1 4 2 5  

Table 20: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/17 

 
The land that the Villas were built on during the 19th century was known as Stubson 
Field and is mentioned in the Enclosure Award for Kibworth Beauchamp that was 
introduced by an Act of Parliament in 1779. The small amount of pottery and finds 
that were excavated from KIB/09/17 suggests that the land had always been open 
fields that were worked through the medieval to the Victorian period. The finds 
consist of CBM, coal, slate, glass, iron nails, a folded flat strip of iron and clay pipe 
that were also mixed through the test pit also suggesting a lot of disturbance on site.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 31: Location map of KIB/09/17 
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Test Pit 18 (KIB/09/18)             
  
Test pit 18 was excavated in the enclosed 
rear garden of a modern house, parallel 
with the main road to the south of the 
church (1 Rectory Lane, Kibworth 
Beauchamp. SP 468364 293973).  
 
Test pit 18 was excavated to a depth of 
0.9m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted at 
this level and the test pit was recorded and 
backfilled.  
 
A single sherd of medieval Potter’s Marston 
Ware was excavated from KIB/09/18 and 
was mixed in with a range of post medieval 
wares, including Midland Blackware, 
Midland Yellow Ware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware, English Stoneware and 
Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware. An additional four sherds of Victorian 
pottery were also identified from the middle contexts of the test pit.  
 
  PM MB MY SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

18 1   1 7           1550-1650 

18 2             1 3 1800-1900 

18 4           1 1 1 1 1720-1900 

18 5 1 5 1 19 1 2 2 6     2 5 1100-1900 

18 8   1 23           1550-1650 

18 9   1 44           1550-1650 

18 10         1 4     1750-1800 

 Total 1 5 4 93 1 2 2 6 1 4 1 1 4 9  

Table 21: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/18 

 
An area of compacted clay and stone was identified at 0.4m in depth which may have 
been part of a yard or path surface, but as the stones were quite a thin layer it seems 
likely that it was not intended to be in heavy use or used for long periods of time. The 
small amounts of pottery excavated also suggest that this area was used as open 
fields and worked through the medieval until the current house was built in the 20th 
century. A mix of finds were also recovered and suggest quite a lot of disturbance on 
site also and consist of a metal screwdriver with yellow plastic handle, iron nails, 
coal, CBM, modern nails, glass, yellow brick fragments, flat yellow limestone tiles and 
clay pipe. A sheep tooth fragment was also recorded from the test pit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 32: Location map of KIB/09/18 
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Test Pit 19 (KIB/09/19)            
  
Test pit 19 was excavated in the small 
enclosed rear garden of a likely 19th or 20th 
century terraced property fronting the High 
Street in the south of the village (43-45 
High Street, Kibworth Beauchamp. SP 
468114 293727).  
 
Test pit 19 was excavated to a depth of 
0.5m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.  
 
The vast majority of the pottery excavated from KIB/09/19 dates to the Victorian 
period and was found mixed through all five contexts of the test pit. A single sherd of 
later medieval Cistercian Ware was also excavated from context four with two sherds 
of post medieval Staffordshire Manganese Ware. 
 

  CW SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

19 1     8 31 1800-1900 

19 2     13 41 1800-1900 

19 3     33 146 1800-1900 

19 4 1 2 2 9 21 148 1470-1900 

19 5     7 18 1800-1900 

 Total 1 2 2 9 82 384  

Table 22: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/19 

 
The small amount of both medieval and post medieval pottery excavated from 
KIB/09/19 suggests very little activity on site during that time, with the area probably 
open fields until development along the High Street in the Victorian period. A large 
amount of finds were however recovered, the majority of which appear to date to the 
19th and 20th century and consist of CBM, glass, scrap iron, a one penny coin dated 
to 1971, modern nails and screws, plastic, concrete, tile, a metal hinge, slate pencil, 
a small black Lego brick, white plastic tag, coal, iron nails and bolts, a small metal 
disc with animal bone and possible slag suggesting metal working on or near site. A 
number of pieces of sheep, cow and rabbit bones were also excavated through the 
test pit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 33: Location map of KIB/09/19 
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Test Pit 20 (KIB/09/20)            
  
Test pit 20 was excavated in the enclosed 
rear garden of a Grade II Listed late 18th 
century house fronting the High Street in 
the south of the village (4 High Street, 
Kibworth Beauchamp. SP 468537 
293666).  
 
Test pit 20 was excavated to a depth of 
0.9m, at which natural was found. 
Excavations were halted at this level and 
the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
All the pottery excavated from KIB/09/20 
dates to the post medieval with Midland 
Blackware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware 
and English Stoneware all mixed through 
the test pit with a large number of Victorian 
sherds. 
 

  MB SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

20 1   1 2   15 45 1680-11900 

20 2   1 2 2 15 30 106 1680-1900 

20 3       35 104 1800-1900 

20 4   3 26   19 83 1680-1900 

20 5 1 1 1 2   19 49 1550-1900 

20 6       2 15 1800-1900 

 Total 1 1 6 32 2 15 120 402  

Table 23: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/20 

 
There appears to be no evidence for activity on site prior to the 16th century, although 
the majority of the pottery dates to the 17th century and after, which potentially relates 
to the construction of the property at that time. The mix of finds and later pottery 
suggest a lot of disturbance on site during the 19th and 20th centuries, the finds 
consist of lots of glass, slate, coal, modern nails and screws, CBM, tile, scrap iron, 
iron nails and bolts, part of a battery, a metal valve and clay pipe, again suggest that 
most relate to the construction and habitation of the current house. A large mix of 
animal bone was recorded through the test pit and has been identified as cow, dog, 
fowl, pig, sheep, turkey, chicken, rabbit and salmon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 34: Location map of KIB/09/20 
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Test Pit 22 (KIB/09/22)            
  
Test pit 22 was excavated in the small 
enclosed rear garden of land that was the 
grounds of the old 18th century Grammar 
school; most likely either as a playground 
or playing fields (3 Old Grammar School, 
School Road, Kibworth Beauchamp. 
SP468113 293855).  
 
Test pit 22 was excavated to a depth of 
0.8m. Natural was not reached, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.  
 
Small amounts of both medieval and post medieval pottery were excavated from 
KIB/09/22, including Medieval Shelly Ware, Midland Purple Ware, Staffordshire 
Manganese Ware and English Stoneware all found from the upper five contexts of 
the test pit. A number of Victorian pottery sherds were also recovered and were 
found through the upper seven contexts of the test pit.  
 

  SHC MP SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

22 2 1 3   1 6 3 39 3 6 1100-1900 

22 3         2 4 1800-1900 

22 4   1 3 1 6   1 1 1350-1900 

22 5 1 3         1100-1200 

22 7         1 3 1800-1900 

 Total 2 6 1 3 2 12 3 39 7 14  

Table 24: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/22 

 
Given the small amounts of pottery and finds excavated from KIB/09/22 it is likely 
that the site remained as open fields that were worked through the medieval and post 
medieval periods until the school was built in the 19th century. Few domestic finds 
were recovered, the majority most probably relating to the construction of the school 
with CBM, tile, iron nails and bolts, glass, coal and slate all identified. Two fragments 
of sheep bone were also recorded from context four.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 35: Location map of KIB/09/22 
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Test Pit 23 (KIB/09/23)            
  
Test pit 23 was excavated in the small 
enclosed rear garden of a modern house 
in the far south west of the village (15 
Harcourt Road, Kibworth Beauchamp. SP 
467715 293589).  
 
Test pit 23 was excavated to a depth of 
0.7m. Natural was not reached, but due to time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
A small amount of pottery was excavated from KIB/09/23, including medieval 
Chilvers Coton ‘C’ ware and Midland Purple Ware with post medieval Midland Yellow 
Ware all recovered from the lower half of the test pit. Five sherds of Victorian pottery 
were also found from the upper half of test pit 23. 
 

  CC MP MY VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

23 1       2 23 1800-1900 

23 2       1 8 1800-1900 

23 3       2 11 1800-1900 

23 4 1 21 1 7     1300-1400 

23 5   1 18     1350-1550 

23 6     2 6   1550-1650 

 Total 1 21 2 25 2 6 5 42  

Table 25: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/23 

 
The small amount of medieval and post medieval pottery excavated from KIB/09/23 
suggests the site was most probably open fields, based on the small amounts of 
scattered medieval activity identified in Beauchamp through test pitting. The land was 
used more intensely into the 19th century, although there does not seem to be much 
in the way of disturbance in the lower half of the pit. Much fewer finds were 
excavated there, including CBM, slate, coal and glass, whereas the finds from the 
upper half of the pit consist of a plastic lolly stick, a metal curtain hook, a yellow 
plastic peg, CBM, iron nails, a modern valve component, plastic wrappers, a small 
piece of black fabric, a silver foil lid, mortar with animal bone, slate, glass, and coal 
and also relate to the construction of the house during the 20th century. Fragments of 
sheep, dog and cat bones were also identified.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 36: Location map of KIB/09/23 
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Test Pit 24 (KIB/09/24)            
  
Test pit 24 was excavated in the enclosed 
rear garden of a modern house, just to the 
west of the church (15 St Winifred’s 
Close, Kibworth Beauchamp. SP 468194 
294130).  
 
Test pit 24 was excavated to a depth of 
0.4m. Natural was not reached, but due to 
the presence of builder’s rubble and 
concrete with added time constraints, excavations were halted at this level and the 
test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
All the pottery excavated from KIB/09/24 dates to the post medieval with three sherds 
of Staffordshire Slipware mixed in with single sherds of both Staffordshire 
Manganese Ware and Victorian pottery.  
 

  SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

24 2 2 3     1650-1700 

24 3 1 2   1 3 1650-1900 

24 4   1 4   1680-1750 

 Total 3 5 1 4 1 3  

Table 26: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/24 

 
The large amount of builder’s rubble excavated from KIB/09/24 was left over from the 
construction of the estate during the late 1980’s, including a large area of concrete 
that was also used as base. This construction had disturbed the earlier archaeology 
on site with had mixed both post medieval and Victorian pottery into the upper 
contexts of the test pit with the clay pipe. The rest of the finds are related to the 
construction of the house, with CBM, concrete, coal, iron nails, mortar, tile, modern 
white plaster and modern CBM all excavated with a single cow tooth.  
 
The site was originally part of the Rectory tithe, as it sits only c.200m west of the 
church, but no evidence of medieval activity was identified. Further excavations 
would be needed to get through the rubble and modern debris and to determine if the 
site was used as anything but open fields until the current house was built.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 37: Location map of KIB/09/24 
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Test Pit 25 (KIB/09/25)            
  
Test pit 25 was excavated in the enclosed 
rear garden of a likely early 20th century 
terrace cottage in the far west of the village 
(Handel Cottage, 51 Fleckney Road, 
Kibworth Beauchamp. SP 467683 293722).  
 
Test pit 25 was excavated to a depth of 
0.5m. Natural was not reached, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted at 
this level and the test pit was recorded and 
backfilled.  
 
The vast majority of the pottery excavated 
from KIB/09/25 dates to the Victorian period 
and was found through all five contexts of 
the test pit. A single sherd of medieval Chilvers Coton ‘A’ ware was also recovered 
with two sherds of post medieval Glazed Red Earthenware and Staffordshire 
Manganese Ware mixed through the pit. 
 

  CA GRE SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

25 1 1 6     42 121 1250-1900 

25 2   1 23   24 111 1550-1900 

25 3       30 148 1800-1900 

25 4     1 1 1 2 1680-1900 

25 5       1 1 1800-1900 

 Total 1 6 1 23 1 1 98 383  

Table 27: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/25 

 
There appears to have been very little activity on site until the 19th century, which 
most probably came about with a development along the High Street and extending 
away from the village along Fleckney Road. The small amount of both medieval and 
post medieval pottery excavated from KIB/09/25 suggests the site was most probably 
open fields and were also probably not intensively worked. A mix of finds were 
excavated from test pit 25, with like the pottery, the most disturbance was evident 
from the upper three contexts with modern tile found with iron nails and bolts, CBM, 
glass, tile, concrete, a small stone round ball, metal screws, slate, scrap iron, clay 
pipe stem and four pieces of slag, suggesting metal working on or near site. 
Fragments of both sheep and cow bones were also recorded from KIB/09/25.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 38: Location map of KIB/09/25 



 

68 
 

Test Pit 48 (KIB/09/48)            
  
Test pit 48 was excavated on the eastern 
edge of the sports field immediately to the 
west of the primary school and set back 
from the road (Kibworth Church of England 
Primary School, Hillcrest Avenue, Kibworth 
Beauchamp. SP 467941 294175).  
 
Test pit 48 was excavated to a depth of 
0.55m, at which natural was found. 
Excavations were halted at this level and 
the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
Three sherds of late Saxon Stamford Ware 
pottery were excavated from KIB/09/48 
with an additional two sherds of post 
medieval Midland Blackware and 
Staffordshire Manganese Ware.  
 
 
 

  STAM MB SMW  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

48 3 2 3   1 32 1000-1750 

48 4   1 1   1550-1650 

48 5 1 4     1000-1100 

 Total 3 7 1 1 1 32  

Table 28: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/48 

 
The late Saxon activity identified at KIB/09/48 is the only pottery found of this date 
from test pitting in Kibworth Beauchamp, with only one other site in Kibworth 
Harcourt (KIB/09/2) anywhere close to suggest contemporary occupation. Late 
Saxon occupation has been identified in Smeeton Westerby and appears to be more 
substantial than the activity identified in both Beauchamp and Harcourt. The site then 
appears to have been only sparsely used in the post medieval, most probably as 
open fields and remained largely unused until incorporated as part of the Primary 
School in the 20th century. The rest of the finds appear to have been used on the 
fields, most likely during the post medieval and include coal, plastic, slate, CBM, 
glass and iron nails with a single sheep bone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 39: Location map of KIB/09/48 
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Test Pit 50 (KIB/09/50)            
  
Test pit 50 was excavated in the 
enclosed rear garden of a likely 20th 
century terrace house in the far west of 
the village (10 Gladstone Street, 
Kibworth Beauchamp. SP 467486 
293800).  
 
Test pit 50 was excavated to a depth of 
0.4m. Natural was not reached, but due 
to time constraints, excavations were halted at this level and the test pit was 
recorded and backfilled.  
 
The vast majority of the pottery excavated from KIB/09/50 dates to the Victorian 
period and was found through each context of the test pit. Additionally a single sherd 
of Staffordshire Manganese Ware was also recovered from context four.  
 

  SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt Date 

50 1   13 44 1800-1900 

50 2   17 38 1800-1900 

50 3   18 55 1800-1900 

50 4 1 2 20 127 1680-1900 

 Total 1 2 68 264  

Table 29: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/50 

 
The post medieval activity was quite sparse on site, suggesting that the site was 
open fields, and perhaps due to its location in the far west of the village was not 
really intensively used. Evidence for occupation increased dramatically into the 
Victorian period, most likely as the land was built on as the majority of the finds and 
pottery date to this later disturbance from the 19th and 20th centuries. The finds 
consist of iron nails and bolts, glass, metal buttons, CBM, the metal spring from a 
clothes peg, coal, concrete, a metal valve piece, plastic wrappers, red plastic wire 
covering, a safety pin, a small square broach face decorated with fake jewels, 
polystyrene, scraps of leather, lumps of chalk and clay pipe. Fragments of rabbit, 
sheep and pig bones were also identified from test pit 50.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 40: Location map of KIB/09/50 
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8.3 The test pits of Smeeton Westerby 
 
A total of 14 1m2 archaeological test pits were excavated across Smeeton Westerby, 
where local residents allowed the excavations on their land. These were mainly sited 
off Main Street and Saddington Road, with a cluster also around Pit Hill (figure 41). 
 
 

 
Figure 41: Location map for the test pits excavated in Smeeton Westerby (NB: test pits are not to 
scale!) © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service, 
1:5000 
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Test Pit 30 (KIB/09/30)            
  
Test pit 30 was excavated in a small 
wooded area immediately south west of the 
driveway entrance and the Grade II Listed 
18th century house, but very close to the 
main road (White Cottage, 63 Main Street, 
Smeeton Westerby. SP 467892 292727).  
 
Test pit 30 was excavated to a depth of 
0.83m in the south west of the pit and to 
0.97m in the north east half. Natural was 
not reached, but due to time constraints, 
excavations were halted at this level and 
the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
Two sherds of Roman pottery were excavated from KIB/09/30 with two sherds of late 
Saxon Stamford Ware and single sherds of both medieval shelly ware and Potter’s 
Marston Ware. A large number of post medieval Staffordshire Manganese Ware 
sherds were also recovered mixed through the test pit with single sherds of post 
medieval Midland Blackware and Midland Yellow Ware, but the vast majority of the 
pottery identified dates to the Victorian period.  
 

  RB STAM PM SHC MB MY SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

30 1         1 1   1 38 24 131 1550-1900 

30 2             3 35 28 164 1680-1900 

30 3   1 3 1 2     1 4 2 15 11 19 1000-1900 

30 4   1 2         2 8 2 3 1000-1900 

30 5 1 2       1 14     4 31 100-1900 

30 6             1 9 23 144 1680-1900 

30 7 1 7             10 16 100-1900 

30 8             1 5   1680-1750 

30 9       1 2       4 10 1100-1900 

30 10             2 16 1 89 1680-1900 

 Total 2 9 2 5 1 2 1 2 2 15 1 4 12 126 107 607  

Table 30: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/30 

 
The Roman activity identified at KIB/09/30 was the only pottery of that date to be 
excavated from test pitting in Smeeton Westerby, although similar pottery was also 
recovered from KIB/09/2 in Kibworth Harcourt. These could suggest isolated areas of 
Roman activity, perhaps farmsteads scattered across Kibworth. The late Saxon 
activity appears to be the southern extent of late Saxon occupation in Smeeton, 
based on the test pitting, which then had minimal use during the medieval with 
occupation increasing greatly into the 17th century, most probably in relation to the 
house being built. A large number of finds were also excavated from KIB/09/30 also 
indicating a great deal of disturbance on site as both the finds and pottery were very 
mixed up. The finds consist of CBM, tile, glass, iron nails and bolts, a white plastic 
Alan key, concrete, modern brick fragments, plastic, a metal spring from a clothes 
peg, slate pencils, scrap metal, mortar/plaster, clay pipe stem, coal, slate, clay pipe 
and slag, which suggests metal working on or near site. A number of both cow and 
sheep bones were also recorded from the test pit.  
 

Figure 42: Location map of KIB/09/30 



 

72 
 

Test Pit 31 (KIB/09/31)            
  
Test pit 31 was excavated very close next 
to a barn on a small patch of open front 
garden surrounded by the driveway of a 
likely 18th or 19th century house set in the 
far south west of the village (Highfields, 20 
Gumley Road, Smeeton Westerby. SP 
467680 292562).  
 
Test pit 31 was excavated to a depth of 
0.3m. Natural was not reached, but due to 
the presence of lots of tree roots, the test 
pit was abandoned so was recorded and 
backfilled.  
 
A small amount of pottery was excavated from KIB/09/31, including two sherds of 
post medieval Midland Blackware and Staffordshire Manganese Ware that were 
mixed in with four sherds of Victorian pottery.  
 

  MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

31 1     2 17 1800-1900 

31 2   1 26 2 10 1680-1900 

31 3 1 4     1550-1650 

 Total 1 4 1 26 4 27  

Table 31: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/31 

 
The presence of large tree roots halted excavations at only 0.3m in depth, but the 
range of finds and pottery excavated suggest a lot of disturbance with the potential 
for earlier activity to be identified at a great depth. The results so far indicate that 
there was minimal activity on site during the post medieval, increasing slightly into 
the 19th century. The finds consist of slate, glass, coal, iron nails and bolts, tile and 
scrap metal and appear to correspond with this later activity on site.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 43: Location map of KIB/09/31 
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Test Pit 32 (KIB/09/32)            
  
Test pit 32 was excavated in the enclosed 
rear garden of a Grade II Listed mid-18th 
century cottage set back from the road 
close to the centre of the village (24-26 Pit 
Hill, Smeeton Westerby. SP 467657 
292582).  
 
Test pit 32 was excavated to a depth of 
0.7m, at which natural was found. 
Excavations were halted at this level and 
the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
A single sherd of medieval Midland Purple Ware was excavated from KIB/09/32, 
mixed in with small amounts of both Staffordshire Slipware and Staffordshire 
Manganese Ware. The majority of the pottery however dates to the Victorian period 
and was found mixed through the upper five contexts of the test pit.  
 

  MP SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

32 1     1 54 13 25 1800-1900 

32 2 1 13 2 5   25 54 1350-1900 

32 3     1 5 11 11 1680-1900 

32 4       1 4 1800-1900 

32 5       1 1 1800-1900 

 Total 1 13 2 5 2 59 51 95  

Table 32: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/32 

 
The medieval activity identified at KIB/09/32 appears to be part of an area of quite 
scattered medieval activity in Smeeton. The large piece of medieval pottery also 
suggests that the land was most likely not farmed, as the plough would break up the 
larger pieces of pot. There also appears to be minimal activity on site through the 
post medieval with only an increase in occupation into the 19th century. This later 
disturbance is again evident with a mix of finds also recovered from test pit 32 and 
include CBM, slate, glass, a white plastic cap, coal, modern brick fragments, clay 
pipe, a slate pencil, shell and scrap metal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 44: Location map of KIB/09/32 
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Test Pit 33 (KIB/09/33)            
  
Test pit 33 was excavated in the small 
enclosed front garden of a likely 18th 
century cottage on the top of the hill close 
to the centre of the village (6 Pit Hill, 
Smeeton Westerby. SP 467675 292644).  
 
Test pit 33 was excavated to a depth of 

0.5m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
All the pottery excavated from KIB/09/33 dates to the post medieval with single 
sherds of Midland Blackware, Delft Ware and English Stoneware recovered with a 
large amount of Staffordshire Manganese Ware. The majority of the pottery however 
dates to the Victorian period, with large numbers identified from each context.  
 

  MB TGE SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

33 1     1 16   13 20 1680-1900 

33 2     4 39   26 57 1680-1900 

33 3     3 14 1 3 45 87 1680-1900 

33 4 1 5 1 1 6 18   37 75 1550-1900 

33 5     1 1   3 15 1680-1900 

33 6         13 27 1800-1900 

 Total 1 5 1 1 15 88 1 3 137 281  

Table 33: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/33 

 
There is no evidence for occupation on site dating to before the post medieval, with 
occupation evident on site from the late 17th century before the current house was 
likely built in the mid-18th century. Activity also appears to peak into the 19th century, 
which is also evident by a lot of disturbance on site, a range of finds and Victorian 
pottery were mixed through the test pit. The finds consist of CBM, glass, concrete, 
slate, iron nails and bolts, chalk lumps, tile, plastic, an aluminium screw cap from a 
toothpaste or glue tube, metal scissors, scrap iron, a stone round ball, oyster shell 
and clay pipe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 45: Location map of KIB/09/33 
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Test Pit 35 (KIB/09/35)            
  
Test pit 35 was excavated in the south 
eastern corner of a grassed field, 
opposite the main gate, to the south of 
the main road west out of the village (18 
Saddington Road, Smeeton Westerby. 
SP 467526 292573).  
 
Test pit 35 was excavated to a depth of 
0.7m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.  
 
A single sherd of very late Saxon 
Stamford Ware pottery was excavated 
from KIB/09/35 and was mixed in with a large amount of medieval wares, including 
Pottery’s Marston Ware, Medieval Shelly Ware and Midland Purple Ware. A small 
amount of post medieval Staffordshire Slipware and Staffordshire Manganese Ware 
were also recovered from the upper contexts of the test pit with six sherds of 
Victorian pottery. 
 
  STAM PM SHC MP SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

35 1     3 6 1 1   2 7   1100-1750 

35 2   1 6 5 26   1 9 2 10 6 13 1100-1900 

35 3 1 4 3 17 9 115         1100-1200 

35 4   3 25           1100-1200 

35 5   1 13 4 70         1100-1200 

35 6     2 5         1100-1200 

 Total 1 4 8 61 23 222 1 1 1 9 4 17 6 13  

Table 34: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/35 

 
The large amount of medieval pottery excavated from KIB/09/35 suggests there was 
occupation on site from the 12th century and was also the most medieval pottery 
excavated from the test pitting in the old village of Westerby, suggesting this could 
have been the focus of occupation at that time. The great decrease in pottery from 
the 14th century suggests that the site was probably abandoned in the later medieval, 
possibly due to the Black Death and was likely used as open fields from that time to 
the present day. A small amount of finds were also recovered, and include glass, 
slate, CBM, coal, mortar, a black rubber lid, rubber casing around wires, a plastic 
wrapper and a small black bottle stopper with clay pipe and suggests there has been 
quite a bit of disturbance on site, but mainly due to ploughing. A number of animal 
bone was also identified as cow, horse, sheep and pig.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 46: Location map of KIB/09/35 
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Test Pit 36 (KIB/09/36)            
  
Test pit 36 was excavated on the village 
green in the old village of Smeeton, set 
back from the road slightly between the 
front gardens of both 39 and 41 Main 
Street (The Village Green, Smeeton 
Westerby. SP 467925 292837).  
 
Test pit 36 was excavated to a depth of 
0.49m, at which natural was found. 
Excavations were halted at this level and 
the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
All the pottery excavated from KIB/09/36 dates to the post medieval with Midland 
Blackware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware, English Stoneware and Staffordshire 
White Salt-Glazed Stoneware all recovered from the lower half of the test pit. The 
vast majority of the pottery however dates to the Victorian, with a number of sherds 
identified from each context.  
 

  MB SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

36 1         20 41 1800-1900 

36 2   18 260 7 53 1 4 37 122 1680-1900 

36 3 2 12 9 239 4 41   19 44 1550-1900 

36 4 7 274 3 12     15 86 1550-1900 

 Total 9 286 30 511 11 94 1 4 91 293  

Table 35: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/36 

 
The high number of post medieval pottery excavated from KIB/09/36 suggests there 
was occupation here from the late 16th century onwards. A demolition layer was 
evident just above the natural that was also covered over with top soil, which 
suggests that perhaps the soil could have bought in from elsewhere and adds to the 
heavily disturbed area around site. The finds consist of slate, CBM, metal wire, 
mortar, coal, iron nails and bolts, glass, tile, a slate pencil, concrete, scrap iron and 
clay pipe, most of which are part of the demolition area identified.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 47: Location map of KIB/09/36 
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Test Pit 38 (KIB/09/38)            
  
Test pit 38 was excavated on the edge 
of a grassed public pathway, between 
the cottage and the allotments in the 
centre of the village. It was also the 
eastern of two pits dug here; see also 
KIB/09/39 (Pitt Hill Allotments, Smeeton 
Westerby. SP 467742 292837).  
 
Test pit 38 was excavated to a depth of 
c.0.5m. Natural was not found, but due 
to time constraints and the presence of 
a wall and cobble surface, excavations 
were halted at this level and the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
Two sherds of late medieval Midland Purple Ware and a sherd of Cistercian Ware 
were excavated from KIB/09/38 and mixed in with post medieval wares of Cologne 
Stoneware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware and English Stoneware. The majority of 
the pottery identified however dates to the Victorian period and was recovered from 
all five contexts of the test pit.  
 

  MP CW WCS SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

38 1       2 31 1 7 14 58 1680-1900 

38 2 1 7     4 35 1 3 21 32 1350-1900 

38 3 1 5   1 8 5 94   36 91 1350-1900 

38 4   1 3 1 2 4 16   14 148 1470-1900 

38 5       3 21   19 35 1680-1900 

 Total 2 12 1 3 2 10 18 197 2 10 104 364  

Table 36: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/38 

 
The end of a probable undressed cobble wall was excavated at about 0.5m in 
KIB/09/38, running parallel with the existing boundary of the allotments immediately 
to the north. An area of compacted small cobbles was identified to the south of the 
wall as a probable contemporary floor surface. It is possible that a lot of the stone 
was robbed out, suggesting that the wall would have continued through the test pit 
following the extent of the cobbles. The wall may have been part of a boundary wall, 
the foundations do not appear too extensive enough to have been part of a structure 
and the cobble surface may have been an outside yard area. The pottery suggests 
there was minimal activity on site during the later medieval, although there was an 
increase in occupation during the post medieval that also peaked into the Victorian 
period. A mixture of finds were also recovered through the test pit and consist of lots 
of glass, scrap iron, concrete, plastic, asbestos, iron nails, slate including a slate 
pencil, coal, clay pipe and slag, the latter suggesting metal working on or near site.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 48: Location map of KIB/09/38 
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Test Pit 39 (KIB/09/39)            
  
Test pit 39 was excavated on the edge of 
a grassed public pathway, between the 
cottage and the allotments in the centre of 
the village. It was also the western of two 
pits dug here; see also KIB/09/38 (Pitt Hill 
Allotments, Smeeton Westerby. SP 
467735 292638).  
 
Test pit 39 was excavated to a depth of 
0.4m in the north of the pit due to a water 
pipe, but excavations continued to 0.5m in the south. Natural was not found, but due 
to time constraints, excavations were halted at this level and the test pit was 
recorded and backfilled.  
 
All the pottery excavated from KIB/09/39 dates to the post medieval with a small 
number of both Midland Blackware and Staffordshire Manganese Ware recovered. 
The vast majority of the pottery however dates to the Victorian period and was 
identified from every context.  
 

  MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

39 2   1 7 7 22 1680-1900 

39 3   1 4 39 97 1680-1900 

39 4   1 8 123 521 1800-1900 

39 5 2 27   50 494 1680-1900 

 Total 2 27 3 19 219 1134  

Table 37: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/39 

 
An area of cobbles were identified in the southern half of the test pit and most 
probably relate to the cobbles identified in the adjacent test pit (KIB/09/38) and were 
part of the same yard surface. The wall however, was not seen to continue into this 
test pit from KIB/09/38, but that may be due to the water pipe, encountered in the 
north of the pit, which when the trench was dug for the pipe, if the remnants of the 
wall foundations were present they were removed. The pottery suggests there was 
no occupation on site until the 16th century and peaking into the 19th century, when 
the increase in activity also caused an increase in disturbance on site, mixing both 
the finds and pottery. The finds excavated include CBM, slate, coal, iron nails and 
bolts, modern tile, glass, a toy  motorbike tyre, modern nails, a slate pencil, concrete, 
plastic, buttons, scrap iron and sea shells.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 49: Location map of KIB/09/39 
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Test Pit 40 (KIB/09/40)            
  
Test pit 40 was excavated in the south 
eastern corner of a grassed field, set back 
from the main road immediately behind 
some modern housing and close to the 
centre of the old village of Smeeton. It was 
the south-eastern of four test pits 
excavated in the field; see also KIB/09/41, 
KIB/09/42 and KIB/09/43 (Field behind 
Beaker Close, Smeeton Westerby. SP 
467900 292837).  
 
Test pit 40 was excavated to a depth of 
0.7m. Natural was not found, but due to time constraints, excavations were halted at 
this level and the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
Two sherds of medieval pottery were excavated from KIB/09/40, with both Potter’s 
Marston Ware and Midland Purple Ware identified. A range of post medieval wares 
were also mixed through the pit including Staffordshire Slipware, Staffordshire 
Manganese Ware, English Stoneware and Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware. The majority of the pottery recovered however dates to the Victorian 
period and was also found mixed through test pit 40. 
 
  PM MP SS SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

40 1       1 11 1 1   6 21 1680-1900 

40 2       4 13   1 2 13 28 1680-1900 

40 3   1 3 2 9 7 24   2 4 14 57 1350-1900 

40 5 1 3           2 6 1100-1900 

 Total 1 3 1 3 2 9 12 48 1 1 3 6 35 112  

Table 38: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/40 

 
A mortar floor was identified at 0.4m in depth at KIB/09/40 across most of the test pit 
apart from the southern edge, which where the remnants of a possible wall may have 
been that was robbed out leaving a few large stones scattered from the demolition of 
the building, although no evidence for a structure was identified in the test pit. The 
small amount of medieval pottery also excavated on site suggests that the site was 
most probably fields during that time, with occupation present from the late 17th 
century. There is also evidence for a lot of disturbance on site with a mixture of finds 
consisting of CBM, clay pipe, slate pencils, glass, iron nails, scrap iron, tile, metal 
wire, oyster shell, slate and coal with animal bone, mortar, daub and lots of slag that 
was only recovered from the lowest contexts of test pit 40. A number of sheep bones 
were also identified with chicken and pig bones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 50: Location map of KIB/09/40 
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Test Pit 41 (KIB/09/41)            
  
Test pit 41 was excavated in the south 
eastern corner of a grassed field, set 
back from the main road behind some 
modern housing and close to the centre 
of the old village of Smeeton. It was the 
western of four test pits excavated in the 
field; see also KIB/09/40, KIB/09/42 and 
KIB/09/43 (Field behind Beaker Close, 
Smeeton Westerby. SP 467870 292849).  
 
Test pit 41 was excavated to a depth of 
0.5m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.  
 
A single sherd of middle Saxon Ipswich Ware was excavated from KIB/09/41 with 
two sherds of late Saxon Stamford Ware. The rest of the pottery identified dates to 
the medieval period with a small amount of Potter’s Marston Ware, Medieval Shelly 
Ware and Midland Purple Ware.  
 

  IW STAM PM SHC MP  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

41 2     1 6   1 15 1100-1550 

41 4       2 21   1100-1200 

41 5 1 6 2 5 1 13 1 15   720-1200 

 Total 1 6 2 5 2 19 3 36 1 15  

Table 39: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/41 

 
The sherd of Ipswich Ware pottery was the only evidence for middle Saxon 
occupation from all the test pits excavated so far in Kibworth and Smeeton. It was 
also the first evidence of Ipswich Ware in Leicestershire (Blinkhorn pers com) and 
most probably indicates a higher than usual status dwelling on site. Occupation on 
site continued through the late Saxon and into the medieval period, although the 
pottery suggests a decrease in occupation in the later medieval, potentially due to the 
Black Death. The other test pits excavated in the field suggest there was a shift in 
occupation into the post medieval, closer to the main road. A small number of finds 
were also excavated and include CBM, glass, iron nails, coal, possible grey stone tile 
and scrap iron and suggest that this site was marginal to later post medieval and 
Victorian activities. Both cow and sheep bones were also recorded from the test pit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 51: Location map of KIB/09/41 
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Test Pit 42 (KIB/09/42)            
  
Test pit 42 was excavated in the south 
eastern corner of a grassed field, set back 
from the main road behind some modern 
housing and close to the centre of the old 
village of Smeeton. It was the north-eastern 
of four test pits excavated in the field; see 
also KIB/09/40, KIB/09/41 and KIB/09/43 
(Field behind Beaker Close, Smeeton 
Westerby. SP 467896 292843).  
 
Test pit 42 was excavated to a depth of 
0.8m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.  
 
A number of both late Saxon and medieval sherds were excavated from the lower 
third of KIB/09/42 and include Stamford Ware, Potter’s Marston Ware and Medieval 
Shelly Ware. A single sherd of later medieval Cistercian Ware was also excavated 
mixed in with a range of post medieval wares from the upper half of the test pit, 
Midland Blackware, Staffordshire Manganese Ware, English Stoneware and 
Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware. The majority of the pottery recovered 
however, dates to the Victorian period.  
 

  STAM PM SHC CW MB SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

42 1     1 14         1 3 2 10 1100-1900 

42 2         2 53 4 19     24 32 1550-1900 

42 3       1 4   1 4 2 4 2 5 13 36 1470-1900 

42 4           1 8   1 4 1 2 1680-1900 

42 6 1 2 1 2 2 22             1000-1200 

42 7 1 3   2 10             1000-1200 

42 8 1 4 1 4 1 3             1000-1200 

 Total 3 9 2 6 6 49 1 4 2 53 6 31 2 4 4 12 40 80  

Table 40: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/42 

 
Much like the pottery recovered from KIB/09/41, there is evidence here for 
occupation in the late Saxon and high medieval periods with a sharp decrease in 
activity into the later medieval, potentially due to the Black Death. Evidence here 
again suggests occupation was again evident on site into the post medieval, around 
the 17th century. A mix of finds were also excavated from KIB/09/42 and include a 
Robinsons Baby food blue plastic spoon, tile, CBM, glass, slate, asbestos, iron nails 
and bolts, plastic buttons, coal, a slate pencil, oyster shell, lumps of chalk, fragment 
of limestone with mortar and clay pipe. A number of fragments of animal bone were 
also recorded from the test pit that have been identified as cow, horse, sheep, and 
pig.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 52: Location map of KIB/09/42 
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Test Pit 43 (KIB/09/43)            
  
Test pit 43 was excavated in the south 
eastern corner of a grassed field, set back 
from the main road behind some modern 
housing and close to the centre of the old 
village of Smeeton. It was the northern of 
four test pits excavated in the field; see 
also KIB/09/40, KIB/09/41 and KIB/09/42 
(Field behind Beaker Close, Smeeton 
Westerby. SP 467889 292855).  
 
Test pit 43 was excavated to a depth of 
0.6m, at which natural was found. Excavations were halted at this level and the test 
pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
Small numbers of medieval Potter’s Marston Ware, Medieval Shelly Ware and 
Stanion ‘B’ Ware were excavated from the middle contexts of KIB/09/43 and mixed in 
with a small number of post medieval sherds of Staffordshire Manganese Ware and 
Staffordshire White Salt-Glazed Stoneware. The majority of the pottery identified 
however dates to the Victorian period.  
 

  PM SHC SB SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

43 1       1 7   4 6 1680-1900 

43 2 1 6     2 11   9 21 1100-1900 

43 3     1 86   1 1 1 1 1200-1900 

43 4   1 4         1100-1200 

 Total 1 6 1 4 1 86 3 18 1 1 14 28  

Table 41: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/43 

 
The small amount of medieval pottery excavated from KIB/09/43, suggests that this 
site was slightly marginal to the medieval occupation that was identified at KIB/09/41, 
with very little activity again identified until the 17th century. A range of finds were 
again excavated from test pit 43 and include CBM, iron nails, coal, slate, glass, metal 
wire, concrete, modern tile, lumps of chalk, a slate pencil, oyster shell, clay pipe and 
slag, which like KIB/09/40 indicates the presence of metal working on or near site. 
Sheep, chicken and cow bones were also identified from KIB/09/43 with fragments of 
goose- sized animal bones.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 53: Location map of KIB/09/43 
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Test Pit 44 (KIB/09/44)            
  
Test pit 44 was excavated in the enclosed 
side garden of a likely 18th or 19th century 
house, parallel to the road in the north of 
the old village of Smeeton (The Barn, 12 
Mill Lane, Smeeton Westerby. SP 467950 
292983).  
 
Test pit 44 was excavated to a depth of 
0.4m, at which natural was found. 
Excavations were halted at this level and 

the test pit was recorded and backfilled.  
 
A range of medieval wares were excavated from the upper half of KIB/09/44, 
including Stanion ‘B’ Ware, Chilvers Coton ‘C’ Ware, Midland Purple Ware and 
Cistercian Ware with a range of post medieval wares, consisting of Midland 
Blackware, Delft Ware, Staffordshire Slipware and Staffordshire Manganese Ware. 
The majority of the pottery however dates to the Victorian period.  
 

  SB CC MP CW MB TGE SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

44 2     3 41   2 44 2 3 4 15 3 65 26 112 1350-1900 

44 3 3 21 1 4 1 3 1 2         1 8 1200-1900 

44 4             1 5     1650-1750 

 Total 3 21 1 4 4 44 1 2 2 44 2 3 5 20 3 65 27 120  

Table 42: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/44 

 
The wide range of pottery excavated from KIB/09/44 suggests constant, albeit low 
levels of activity from the high medieval through to the present day and was the 
northern limit of occupation that was identified through test pitting in Smeeton 
Westerby. A small amount of finds were also recovered that also suggest a lot of 
disturbance during the post medieval and into the Victorian period. These consist of 
tile, coal, slate, glass, lumps of chalk, CBM, iron nails, scrap iron and clay pipe. A 
number of cow bones were also found with pig remains.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 54: Location map of KIB/09/44 
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Test Pit 45 (KIB/09/45)            
  
Test pit 45 was excavated in the middle of 
some allotments, on slightly higher 
ground, overlooking the road close to the 
centre of the village (Pit Hill Allotments, 
Smeeton Westerby. SP 467784 292645).  
 
Test pit 45 was excavated to a depth of 
0.45m. Natural was not found, but due to 
time constraints, excavations were halted 
at this level and the test pit was recorded 
and backfilled.  
 
A single sherd of later medieval Midland 
Purple Ware pottery was excavated from 
context one of KIB/09/45 and mixed in 
with a number of post medieval 
Staffordshire Manganese Ware sherds. The vast majority of the pottery however, 
dates to the Victorian period.  
 

  MP SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

45 1 1 3 6 29 19 34 1350-1900 

45 2   4 70 15 34 1680-1900 

45 3   3 13 28 35 1680-1900 

45 4     2 4 1800-1900 

 Total 1 3 13 112 64 107  

Table 43: The pottery excavated from KIB/09/45 

 
The single small sherd of later medieval pottery excavated from KIB/09/45 suggests 
the site was part of a spread of later medieval activity throughout the village, but was 
probably only marginal at that time. There was only evidence for further occupation 
on site into the 17th century and peaking in the Victorian period. A mix of finds were 
also recovered, due to the site’s use as allotments and include glass, iron nails, 
CBM, clay pipe, a plastic button and coal with slate, a metal screwdriver tip and 
lumps of iron with two pieces of sheep bone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 55: Location map of KIB/09/45 
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9 Discussion 
 

The test pitting in Kibworth Harcourt, Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby 
was highly successful, producing a wealth of finds and other data that chart the 
development of the three villages, whilst also engaging a large number of local 
residents in hands-on investigation of its past. Despite the relatively small number of 
pits excavated over such a large area, and notwithstanding the fact that due to time 
constraints many test pits were not excavated to natural, some significant general 
observations on the results can be made and contextualised within wider 
archaeological and historical research. As pottery can be accurately dated, often 
within one hundred years or so, and is the one of the most frequent finds excavated 
from the test pitting, it has been utilised as the main sources of dating the occupation 
and activity identified during the test pit excavations. These observations are 
discussed below in chronological order by historic period. 

 
 

9.1 Prehistoric 
 
Evidence for prehistoric activity in Kibworth through the test pitting strategy was 
identified in the form of worked flints and burnt stone only. No prehistoric features or 
pottery were found. As the format of this literature is at the grey report stage, a full 
analysis of the lithics has not been undertaken, although they were initially looked at 
by professional archaeologists on site as they were unearthed, and there were no 
diagnostic pieces in the assemblage that specifically looked early prehistoric in date, 
although of course without a full analysis this cannot be ruled out. Therefore the 
presence of any lithics only will be discussed here.   
 
The lithics were excavated from only 10 of the 42 test pits during the 2009 
excavations, consisting of a total of six pieces of burnt stone or pot boilers as was 
their use (figure 56) and eight pieces of possible worked flint (figure 57). These were 
all excavated from either Kibworth Harcourt or Kibworth Beauchamp with no lithics 
identified from any of the test pits sited in Smeeton Westerby. Only one test pit in 
Harcourt (KIB/09/55) also found both a single burnt stone and worked flint, whereas 
the rest of the nine test pits contained either one or two pieces of either burnt stone 
or worked flint.  
 
Although a definate date cannot be assigned to the lithics, a later prehistoric date of 
the Neolithic or Bronze Age is the most likely here, particularly as the vast majority of 
prehistoric activity already recorded on the HER dates from the Neolithic onwards 
(although a possible Palaeolithic scraper was found in Harcourt). Interestingly, the 
majority of the later prehistoric activity identified on the HER was recorded from 
Smeeton Westerby, but there was a distinct lack of any lithics from the test pits there. 
The presence of a few spot finds of prehistoric material recorded prior to this 
excavation increased in quantity closer to the river, so it would seem that the lower 
lying land at Smeeton Westerby may have been the focus of activity during the 
Neolithic and Bronze Age in particular, perhaps due to its proximity to Langton Brook 
and the River Soar. Although no direct settlement evidence was recorded on the 
HER or through this test pitting, the presence of a Bronze Age Beaker cemetery to 
the west of Smeeton Hill does suggest that there was likely settlement close by.  
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Figure 56: The presence of burnt stone through the 2009 test pitting (NB: test pits are not to 
scale!) © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service, 
1:10,000 

 
This south Leicestershire landscape during early prehistory would have likely been 
quite densely wooded alongside the wide river valley of the River Soar and so 
plentiful with natural resources. Permanent settlements were established from the 
Neolithic period onwards; the introduction of land management for agriculture and 
woodland clearance, the notion of territory and marking the land became an 
important factor. The position of the villages and its distance to the Jurassic Way 
would have had an influence on settlement around it. 
 
The Jurassic Way was a corridor for traffic, people and trade, rather than a single 
trackway that followed a band of Jurassic Limestone through the landscape between 
Oxfordshire and Lincolnshire and was most likely in use by the Early Bronze Age, 
with speculation that it may also have been Neolithic in date.43 As little prehistoric 

                                                
43http://www.pastscape.org/hob.aspx?hob_id=1035203&sort=4&search=all&criteria=jurassic%20way&ra

tional=q&recordsperpage=10 (Accessed February 2017) 

http://www.pastscape.org/hob.aspx?hob_id=1035203&sort=4&search=all&criteria=jurassic%20way&rational=q&recordsperpage=10
http://www.pastscape.org/hob.aspx?hob_id=1035203&sort=4&search=all&criteria=jurassic%20way&rational=q&recordsperpage=10
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evidence had previously been recorded from the all three villages, it is possible that 
the Kibworths and Smeeton Westerby were too great a distance from this routeway 
to warrant occupation, although at this stage this is only speculation, without delving 
into the analysis of prehistoric settlement patterns along the Jurassic Way. The 
presence of worked flints and burnt stone that were recorded from the test pits do 
hint that the presence of later prehistoric activity was may have been more 
widespread than previously thought and additional prehistoric material likely still 
remains under the extent of the three settlements today.  
 

 
Figure 57: The presence of burnt stone through the 2009 test pitting (NB: test pits are not to 
scale!) © Crown Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service, 
1:10,000 
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9.2 Romano-British 
 
Only four sherds of Roman Greyware pottery were recorded from all the 2009 test pit 
excavations, 0.07% of all the pottery recorded (appendix 13.4). One test pit in 
Kibworth Harcourt (KIB/09/2) produced two sherds and the other two sherds derived 
from a single pit in Smeeton Westerby (KIB/09/30). The pottery was likely residual, 
perhaps even from manuring of fields, and the sherds in Harcourt may be 
contemporary with the villa site, particularly as they were found close to the A6, a 
likely prehistoric trackway, although no recorded Roman roads have so far been 
found near to the Kibworths.   
 
Agriculture seems to be the key for the Roman period through these three 
settlements, with a population reliant on farming. Small rural farmsteads were likely 
scattered through the landscape and although a number of probable field boundary 
ditches had previously been recorded from Kibworth Beauchamp, no settlement 
evidence for the Roman period was found through the test pitting strategy.  
 
The Roman Greyware pottery identified from the test pitting would have been made 
locally and as stated above, likely derived from manuring of the fields. This does 
however show that both the lower lying land at Smeeton Westerby and the higher 
ground at Kibworth Harcourt (and probably the land in-between) were utilised during 
the Roman period for agriculture and may also suggest that there are additional 
areas of settlement that are yet to be discovered through the three villages.  
 
 

9.3 Anglo-Saxon 
 
Prior to the test pitting in 2009, there was very little material of an Anglo-Saxon date 
that had been recorded from the three parishes. The site of a possible Anglo-Saxon 
farmstead was however noted to the southwest of Kibworth Beauchamp, and a spot 
find of a Saxon hooked tag was found from Smeeton Westerby. No occupational 
evidence had been recorded from the villages themselves despite the fact that all 
three settlements were known to be in existence by the Late Anglo Saxon as they 
were all recorded in the Domesday Book (section 6.1).  
 
A total of 65 sherds of Anglo-Saxon pottery were excavated from the Kibworth test 
pits, in total accounting for 1.24% of all the pottery found. Seven of these sherds 
(12.2% of the Anglo-Saxon pottery) were dated to the Early Anglo-Saxon period (AD 
410-700) and were all excavated from a single test pit, KIB/09/13 in Kibworth 
Beauchamp. This was sited on the southern side of the modern A6, in the car park of 
the Coach and Horses Inn and as Early Anglo-Saxon pot was the only pottery found 
from the test pit, it may point to the location of the earliest form of settlement in 
Kibworth, focused on the higher ground away from the river. The animal bone also 
excavated from KIB/09/13 has been identified as the remains of both sheep and cow. 
Pig and horse bone remains have also been identified in association with the Anglo-
Saxon pottery, already hinting at the reliance of domestic animals at this time. 
 
A single sherd of Middle Anglo-Saxon (AD 700-850), Ipswich Ware pottery was 
recorded from only one test pit sited in the original settlement of Smeeton 
(KIB/09/41). It was reportedly the first sherd of Ipswich Ware to have been found in 
Leicestershire at the time (Lewis 2011) and therefore potentially suggesting that the 
village of Smeeton may have been of some importance during the 8th century, 
although this is still conjecture.  
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It was during the Late Anglo-Saxon (AD 850-1066) period that there is a large 
increase in the amount of the Anglo Saxon pottery found through the test pits, with a 
total of 57 sherds of St Neots Ware and Stamford Ware identified (87.6% of all the 
Anglo-Saxon pottery), the majority of these derived from Kibworth Harcourt. A total of 
46 sherds of Late Saxon pottery (40 sherds of St Neots Ware and six sherds of 
Stamford Ware) were all found from one test pit, KIB/09/2, close to the main A6 road 
in the west of the village. This amount of pottery would indicate the presence of 
settlement here (Lewis 2016) and the absence of any further sherds of Late Saxon 
pottery from the test pits in Harcourt does hint that perhaps there was a shift in the 
settlement focus westwards along the A6, and away from its Early Anglo Saxon 
origins further to the east.  
 
Three sherds of Stamford Ware were also found from one test pit in Beauchamp 
(KIB/09/48) sited on the field west of the school that still shows evidence for medieval 
ridge and furrow. An additional eight Late Saxon pottery sherds were also recovered 
from four test pits in Smeeton and Westerby; KIB/09/30, KIB/09/35, KIB/09/41 and 
KIB/09/42 (all of which revealed two or three sherds of Stamford Ware and were from 
test pit sited in Smeeton, apart from KIB/09/31 that yielded just a single sherd of 
Stamford Ware and was situated in Westerby). The location of the activity in 
Smeeton has shown the only continuation from the any previous Anglo Saxon pottery 
also found through the test pitting (appendix 13.4), suggesting there was continuous 
activity along the western side of Main Street between the 8th and 10th centuries, and 
perhaps also predating the Late Saxon activity identified in Kibworth Harcourt, which 
only recorded St Neots Ware pottery, which starts to be made slightly later than the 
Stamford Ware (appendix 13.1). 
 
All the Anglo-Saxon pottery recorded from the test pitting, does hint of a landscape 
with a shifting settlement (Hamerow 2014), particularly as the majority of the test pits 
found either Early, Middle or Late Anglo-Saxon pottery only which does also suggest 
that additional Anglo-Saxon evidence remains under the current villages, perhaps in 
particular where the test pits were not sited.  
 
 

9.4 Medieval 
 
A total of 70 sherds of high medieval (AD 1066-1399) pottery were excavated from 
20 of the 2009 test pits, and only 1.34% of all the pottery found. The vast majority of 
these were found in pits from both Smeeton and Westerby, from which a total of 53 
sherds were recorded from seven of the test pits (75.7% of the entire high medieval 
pottery assemblage). The distribution of the high medieval pottery from the test pits 
can be seen in appendix 13.4 and in Smeeton Westerby in particular there is a 
definite cluster of activity along the western side of Main Street between the 11th and 
14th centuries, likely part of the original core of Smeeton. Less evidence for high 
medieval settlement was found in Westerby, although one test pit (KIB/09/35), 
produced a total of 31 herds of high medieval pot, so some of original core of 
Westerby was on what is now Westerby Lane that also follows on from the Late 
Anglo Saxon pottery also found at this site. 
 
High medieval pottery was also noted from test pits in both Kibworth Harcourt and 
Beauchamp with nine (12.8%) and eight (11.42%) sherds of pottery found from each 
village respectively. In Kibworth Harcourt, the majority of the high medieval pottery 
was found along Main Street, which tends to support an earlier suggestion by Howell 
(1983) that the settlement in Harcourt after the Norman Conquest, was planned, 
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particularly as the largest concentration was identified to the northwest of the motte. 
In Beauchamp, the high medieval activity recorded was found scattered through the 
settlement, either side of Church Road and west along the High Street, but no distinct 
patterns or obvious areas of settlement were identifiable.   
 
During the analysis of the high medieval pottery, it was noted that there were low 
quantities of glazed high medieval wares, in particular Lyveden ‘B’ Ware, Chilver 
Coton Wares and Developed Stamford Ware, for which only a total of 11 sherds were 
recorded (15.71% of the total high medieval pottery). Developed Stamford Ware 
sherds were completely absent, which is particularly unusual as they have been 
recorded from other local sites, such as Leicester and Great Bowden (appendix 
13.1). The absence of these glazed wares may mean that there was a major 
reorganisation of the settlements during the 13th century, perhaps due to the possible 
construction of the motte during the 12th century and the subsequent road layout to 
reflect that in Harcourt as well as the introduction of a weekly market in 1223 in 
Beauchamp, around which settlement may have developed. It is also possible that 
the ‘hub’ of the original medieval settlements were not identified during the 2009 test 
pit excavations, the negative evidence must be cited with caution and the dispersed 
nature of the test pit excavations meant that the locations of the test pits were 
restricted to where local residents wanted to site them and so much of the original 
medieval settlement was not able to be identified during the dig.  
 
The transition between the high and later medieval period throughout the Kibworths 
and Smeeton Westerby is seen through the amount of late medieval (AD 1400-1539) 
pottery recovered (appendix 13.4); consisting of a total of 45 sherds of pot, 
accounting for 0.86% of all the pottery identified from the test pitting strategy. The 
largest concentration of later medieval pot derived from nine test pits in Kibworth 
Harcourt with a total of 25 sherds and more than half of all the late medieval pot. A 
clear shift in the settlement can be seen from the high medieval concentration to the 
northwest of the motte to the east, still along Main Street, but also extending along 
Albert Street. This continual development of Harcourt, particularly through the 
turbulent 14th century (including the Black Death), may have been because of its 
position along the main road, between Market Harborough and Leicester. This 
original routeway would have followed the course of Main Street, the A6 only built as 
a by-pass of the windy roads in Harcourt at the start of the 19th century (Lee and 
McKinley 1964). 
 
A smaller number of later medieval pottery sherds were also recorded from both 
Kibworth Beauchamp (six sherds from four test pits (13.3% of the later medieval pot)) 
and 14 sherds from eight test pits in Smeeton Westerby (31.1%). The decrease of 
two sherds between the high and late medieval pottery in Beauchamp, has shown 
little in the way of change through the socio and economic upheavals of the 14th 
century, with a focus of activity along the western side of Church Road, but as only 
one or two sherds were only recorded from the test pits, these are unlikely to 
represent settlement.  
 
A greater number of test pits in Smeeton Westerby contained late medieval pottery, 
compared to the high medieval, despite a decrease in the amount of late medieval 
pot found, a difference of 39 sherds. The distribution of the pottery appears in two 
distinct areas, with the settlement in Westerby extending for the first time, eastwards 
across Pit Hill and a cluster around the northern half of Main Street, likely the core of 
Smeeton.  
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These results suggest that all three villages were still populated in the immediate 
post-Black Death period although there appears to have been a slight preference for 
occupation in Harcourt, likely being both close to the motte and along the main road 
to Leicester. The 14th century in England was a time of a number of social and 
economic upheavals, including a series of bad winters, crop failures and famine, the 
Black Death and subsequent peasant’s revolt arising from a lack of labour after the 
Black Death and the shortage of food (could this have contributed to the loss of the 
market in Beauchamp?) The shift in settlement evident in Westerby is supported by 
the HER record where a Holloway and house plots were identified from remaining 
earthworks to the west of the village. One possible feature found from Smeeton in 
KIB/09/40 may either be medieval or early post medieval in date, was the presence 
of a mortar floor surface. Also within the test pit were identified the remnants of a 
possible robbed out wall, although further excavation would be needed to confirm 
this, the site on the field may have been a focus for occupation that was cleared by 
the time the first OS maps were produced . 
 
The test pit results for the medieval period have shown that Kibworth Harcourt likely 
faired the best of the four settlements through the turbulent 14th century. This may 
have been due to its location close to the motte and along the main road, but the 
results may also be slightly biased as a greater number of test pits were able to be 
excavated in Kibworth Harcourt (and Smeeton Westerby) than Beauchamp. Also, the 
pottery from the test pits cannot be equated to population figures at that time, it is 
probable that all the settlements were affected in a multitude of ways by the various 
socio and economic factors of the 14th century that cannot or are yet to be found 
through the archaeological record.  
 
 
 

9.5 Post medieval and later 
 
The post medieval (AD 1540-1799) pottery that was excavated from the 2009 test 
pitting consisted of a total of 645 sherds, 12.3% of all the pottery found and 
excavated from 37 of the 42 test pits. The majority of the pottery was manufactured 
in England, with specific areas identified, including locally in the Midlands, as well as 
Norfolk and Staffordshire. Only two sherds of imported pottery were identified from all 
of the pottery, as Cologne Stoneware, made along the Rhineland area of Germany 
from AD 1600 onwards. Both of these sherds were excavated from one test pit 
(KIB/09/38) on Pit Hill in Smeeton Westerby, this triangular area of the village could 
represent a site of an original market, or that the wares were traded through the 
canal network from perhaps a larger settlement with international trade links, such as 
at Leicester, which had extensive trade links from the rise of the wool industry in the 
town during the high medieval (Lee and McKinley 1964). 
 
The largest number of post medieval wares were excavated from 13 test pits in 
Kibworth Harcourt, with a total of 420 sherds recorded, 65.1% of the post medieval 
pottery excavated from all the test pits. The distribution of the pottery shows an 
increase in settlement activity from the areas identified in the later medieval, as well 
as expanding again further west along Main Street (appendix 13.4.1). The large 
number of sherds found from Harcourt is again likely due to its location on the main 
road between Leicester and London, meaning that all through traffic on this route 
would have passed through this northern village.  It would have likely had a market or 
stalls selling goods and services to travellers, which would then have also attracted 
more people to the village.  
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The second largest amount of post medieval pottery was found from Smeeton 
Westerby, with a total of 184 sherds excavated from 13 test pits, 28.5% of the post 
medieval pot found. The location of this settlement, much like Kibworth Harcourt sited 
on the main road, is the proximity of Smeeton Westerby to the Grand Union Canal, 
which would have provided a much wider variety of trade opportunities. One example 
of this is the large number of Staffordshire pottery identified from the test pits, the 
majority of which derived from Smeeton Westerby and these would have likely been 
transported by canal during the 18th century.   
 
A small amount of post medieval pottery (40 sherds) was identified from 11 test pits 
(6.3% of the post medieval pot) were also recorded from Kibworth Beauchamp. 
Activity in this village was seen to expand from the medieval period, but the small 
number and location of test pits that were able to be excavated has meant that the 
evidence for the post medieval settlement at Beauchamp is limited; the archaeology 
showing a focus of the settlement along the main roads, although perhaps also the 
land where the test pits were sited may have once been agricultural. The fact that 
Beauchamp manor did not stay in single ownership enabled a number of industries to 
develop, in particular framework knitting. It could also have been the reason why the 
Midland Railway was able to be built directly through the village in the 19th century. 
The majority of the animal bone also identified through the test pits, was dominated 
by sheep, pig and cow, with very few wild species at all utilised. Sheep were found to 
be the most prevalent, particularly in Kibworth Beauchamp, whereas there was less 
animal bone generally from Smeeton Westerby, but this does hint at the heavy 
reliance on domestic animals for the residents here, which is in line with the 
agricultural nature of the settlements, including the rise of the framework knitting 
industry during the post medieval. 
 
The pottery identified as ‘Victorian’, consists of a range of wares that date to the 19th 
century and later. A total of 4,376 sherds of ‘Victorian’ pottery, 84% of all the pottery 
found from the test pitting was found from virtually all the test pits, apart from four: 
KIB/09/5 in Harcourt, KIB/09/13 and KIB/09/48 in Beauchamp and KIB/09/41 in 
Smeeton Westerby.  
 
The largest numbers of 19th century pottery was again from the test pits excavated in 
Kibworth Harcourt, with 2,128 sherds excavated, followed by Smeeton Westerby, 
where 1,814 sherds were identified. Only 434 sherds of 19th century pot were 
recorded from Kibworth Beauchamp. The first OS maps of the villages during the 19th 
century, still record each settlement as being quite small and distinctively separate. 
Large areas of the village today have been infilled with modern housing, whereas as 
late as the First World War, the majority of the land surrounding all the villages would 
have still been utilised for agriculture. Harcourt today continues to exist as an 
agricultural village, as well as maintaining its closed nature, as much of the land 
around the settlement is still owned by Merton College, Oxford. This would have 
contributed to a more stable settlement compared to its neighbour, Beauchamp (Lee 
and McKinley 1964). The ease of access to a major trunk road such as the A6 would 
have also encouraged additional settlement to the villages and it is the well 
positioned nature of the three settlements today that have contributed to its 
development, particularly through the 20th century and later.  
 
A number of archaeological features that were found through the test pitting are likely 
to be post medieval and later in date. One such site is in Kibworth Beauchamp 
(KIB/09/18) where a compact clay and stone surface was identified that may have 
been a path or yard alongside Church Road as a hint to the previous activity on site, 
prior to the construction of the modern house. An additional three features were 
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excavated in Smeeton Westerby, two of which were found from the allotment area in 
the centre of the village, where the same cobble surface was found to extend through 
both the test pits excavated there; KIB/09/38 and KIB/09/39. A cobble stone wall also 
present in KIB/09/38 (but was not seen to continue to KIB09/39), which also runs 
parallel to the existing on-site boundary. These features may be contemporary, 
perhaps a yard surface with associated boundary wall (the foundations were too 
shallow for it to be from a structure), and although further excavations, larger than 
1m2 would be needed to confirm this, they do however hint at the earlier activities on 
site, not all of which was determined through the test pitting strategy.  
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10 Conclusion 
 
The archaeological test pit excavation programme carried out in Kibworth Harcourt, 
Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby as part of the ‘Story of England’ 
programme for the BBC was very successful. The archaeological evidence gained 
from the excavations has advanced knowledge and understanding of the historic 
development of each settlement, providing evidence from the prehistoric period 
through to the 19th century. It also allows inferences to be drawn about the volume 
and extent of further evidence of archaeological value remaining buried under the 
streets, gardens and houses of the existing homes in each parish. The excavations 
clearly indicate there is a high probability of these being present, and that the value 
of such evidence for further advancing understanding of the historic development of 
the settlement is also likely to be high, and should be of use in managing this 
resource in the future.   
 
The location of the Kibworths and Smeeton Westerby on the northern and eastern 
banks of the River Soar and close to a bend in the river would have been an ideal 
territorial location through prehistory as well as having good trade and 
communication routes with good agricultural land that continued to be utilised 
through the Roman period with the establishment of the Roman town of Leicester. 
For the first time the origins of both Kibworth Harcourt and Smeeton Westerby were 
identified by the presence of Early and Middle Anglo Saxon pottery respectively, with 
all four settlements in existence by the Late Anglo Saxon period. Despite various 
shifts in settlement within the villages and the abandonment of part of Westerby 
altogether, they were thriving during the medieval period, but were likely severely 
affected by the socio-economic upheavals of the 14th century. The presence of the 
settlements along the one of the main roads into Leicester however led to a 
resurgence of activity through the post medieval, with a range of industries recorded 
in documents and maps, although agriculture still played an important part in their 
development, the core layout of the villages was in place by the 19th century and 
remains the basis of what we can see today.  
 
There is plenty of scope for further archaeological work in Kibworth Harcourt, 
Kibworth Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby. It would be useful for the lithics to be 
analysed by an expert, and to re-investigate the test pits that contained features, to 
fully determine their extent and date. The test pitting strategy is also heavily reliant on 
people volunteering gardens and open spaces for the excavations so there is also 
scope for additional excavations in the village to ‘fill in the gaps’. Re-examining some 
of the test pits that did not reach natural (30 out of 43 were not excavated to natural 
in the time available) would also add to the picture of the archaeology in all three 
settlements, as well as being able to fill in the gaps giving a much fuller picture of the 
development of the four original settlements.  
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13 Appendices 
 

13.1  Pottery report – Paul Blinkhorn  
 
The lack of St. Neots ware at Smeeton suggests that either Smeeton was later than 
Kibworth, say an 11th century foundation, or that we have not located the early 
(mid/late 9th - 10th century) centre of it. The sherd of Ipswich ware does show that 
Smeeton was important in the middle Saxon period.  It may have been an estate 
centre, but the ‘Smith’ element in the name is impossible to ignore in this regard; 
while not evidence that there was large-scale metalworking taking place at that time, 
such a manufactory is exactly the sort of place at which one would expect Ipswich 
Ware to turn up in at that time in this area of the country. 
 
The most striking aspect of the pottery assemblage is the relatively low quantities of 
glazed ‘high medieval’ (i.e. 13th – 14th century) pottery present, particularly Developed 
Stamford Ware, Lyveden ‘B’ ware and Chilvers Coton wares.  There are 11 sherds of 
this pottery in total from all the test-pits, and DSW is completely absent.  Such pottery 
is relatively well attested at other sites in the area, such as Leicester itself, and 
nearby Great Bowden.  This suggests that there may have been a major 
reorganization of the village in the early part of the 13th century, and that we have not 
located the high medieval heart of either settlement, or, less likely, that the villages 
were largely abandoned during the 13th – 14th centuries. 
 
The post-Black Death assemblage is reasonably large, and is in line with the 
suggestion that the place was thriving in the late medieval period.  The post-medieval 
assemblage is very large, particularly the Staffordshire wares such as SMW and 
SWSG.  These were usually transported by canal, and the sheer amount present 
suggests that the village had ready access to them.  It may be indicative of the 
impact of the early Leicestershire canal system. 
 
Fabric types (in chronological order): 

 
RG:  Roman Greyware.  This was one of the most common types of Roman pottery, 
and was made in many different places in Britain.  Many different types of vessels 
were made, especially cooking pots.  It was most common in the 1st and 2nd centuries 
AD, but in some places, continued in use until the 4th century. 
 
EMS: Early Anglo-Saxon.  Crude pottery made by the pagan Anglo-Saxons.  Was 
first made after the Roman pottery industries ceased production after the legions 
withdrew.  Most people probably made their own pottery of this type, dug from clay 
close to where they lived and fired in bonfires.  Most pots were plain, simple forms 
such as jars and bowls, but some, usually used as cremation urns, were decorated 
with stamps and scored linear patterns.  First made around AD450, very rare after 
AD700. 
 
IW:  Ipswich Ware.  The first industrially produced pottery to be made after the end 
of the Roman period.  Made in Ipswich, and fired in kilns, some of which have been 
excavated.  Most pots were jars, but bowls also known, as are jugs. It is usually grey 
and quite smooth, although some pots have varying amounts of large sand grains in 
the clay. Very thick and heavy when compared to later Saxon pottery, probably 
because it was made by hand rather than thrown on a wheel.  Dated AD720 – 850. 
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STAM:  Stamford Ware.  Made at several different sites in Stamford in Lincolnshire 
between AD850 and 1150.    The earliest pots were small, simple jars with white, buff 
or grey fabric, or large jars with painted red stripes.  By AD1000, the potters were 
making vessels which were quite thin-walled and smooth, with a yellow or pale green 
glaze on the outside, the first glazed pots in England.  These were usually jugs with 
handles and a spout, but other sorts of vessel, such as candle-sticks, bowls and 
water-bottles are also known.  It appears to have been much sought after because it 
was of such good quality, and has been found all over Britain and Ireland. 
 
SN:  St Neots Ware. Made at a number of as-yet unknown places in southern 
England between AD900-1100. The pots are usually a purplish-black, black or grey 
colour, but the clay from which they were made contains finely crushed fossil shell, 
giving them a white speckled appearance. Most pots were small jars or bowls. 
 
SHC:  Medieval Shelly Ware.  AD1100-1400.  Made a several different places in 
Northamptonshire and Bedfordshire.  The clay that the potters used has a lot of small 
pieces of fossil shell in it, giving the pots a speckled appearance.  Sometimes, in acid 
soils, the shell dissolves, giving the sherds a texture like cork.  Mainly cooking pots, 
although bowls and jugs were also made. 
 
PM:  Potter’s Marston Ware.  AD1100 – 1350.  Wheel-turned ware tempered with 
finely-crushed granite.  One of the very few medieval pottery production centres 
known in Leicestershire, and provided much of the pottery for most of the county.  
Usually cooking pots. 
 
SB:  Stanion 'B' Ware.  c. AD1200-?1400. Made at Stanion in Northamptonshire 
between AD1200 and 1400.  The clay used for this pottery is very easy to recognise 
has it contains small, egg-shaped fossils known as Ooliths.  The earlier pots are quite 
crude, as the potters did not thrown them on a wheel, but built them by coiling.  The 
clay fabric is usually grey with buff or orange surfaces.  The main types of pot are 
jars, but also jugs with a poor-quality green glaze on the outer surface, and vertical 
stripes and dots painted with white clay.  Around AD1300, the potters changed to 
wheel-throwing their pots, resulting in better-quality vessels, but stopped decorating 
them with slip designs. Stanion ware is found all over the east midlands and East 
Anglia, and some pots have been found in Norway.  They were probably shipped 
there from King’s Lynn, along with Grimston ware. 
 
CA:  Chilvers Coton ‘A’ ware.  AD1250 – 1300.  Hard, well-made white sandy 
glazed ware manufactured near Nuneaton.  Vessels usually jugs. 
 
CC:  Chilvers Coton ‘C’ ware.  AD1300 – 1500.  Hard, well-made glazed ware 
made near Nuneaton.  Glazed jugs and jars during the early part of production, but 
an increasingly wide range of specialist vessel types produced as the medieval 
period wore on. 
 
MP:  Midland Purple ware. Made and used between AD1350-1600.  Very hard, red 
to dark purplish-grey in colour, usually with a dark purple to black glaze.   Wide range 
of different pots made such as jars, bowls and jugs. 
 
CW:  Cistercian Ware:  Made between AD1475 and 1700.  So-called because it was 
first found during the excavation of Cistercian monasteries, but not made by monks.  
A number of different places are known to have been making this pottery, particularly 
in the north of England and the midlands.  The pots are very thin and hard, as they 
were made in the first coal-fired pottery kilns, which reached much higher 
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temperatures than the wood-fired types of the medieval period.  The clay fabric is 
usually brick red or purple, and the pots covered with a dark brown- or purplish-black 
glaze on both surfaces.  The main type of pot was small drinking cups with up to six 
handles, known as ‘tygs’.  They were sometimes decorated with painted dots and 
other designs in yellow clay.  Cistercian ware was very popular, and is found all over 
England. 
 
MB:  Midland Blackware.  AD1550 – 1700.  Similar to Cistercian ware, but clay 
fabric is softer, with much more sand in it.  Vessels usually tall cups, jugs and bowls. 
 
MY:  Midland Yellow Ware, AD1550 – 1700.  White, yellow-glazed earthenware with 
a superficial similarity to Stamford ware, but fabric tends to be thicker and finer, with 
a thicker, usually crazed yellow glaze.  Wide range of specialized late medieval 
vessel types. 
 
GRE:  Glazed Red Earthenwares:  Fine earthenware, usually with a brown, orange 
or green glaze, usually on the inner surface.  Made at numerous locations all over 
England.  Occurs in a range of practical shapes for use in the households of the time, 
such as large mixing bowls, cauldrons and frying pans.  It was first made around the 
middle of the 16th century, and in some places continued in use until the 19th 
century. 
 
TGE:  Delft Ware.  The first white glazed pottery to be made in Britain.  Called Delft 
ware because of the fame of the potteries at Delft in Holland which first made it in 
Europe, although it was invented in the Middle East.  Soft, cream coloured fabric with 
a thick white glaze, often with painted designs in blue, purple and yellow.  First made 
in Britain in Norwich around AD1600, and continued in use until the 19th century.  The 
17th century pots were expensive table wares such as dishes or bowls, but by the 19th 
century, better types of pottery was being made, and it was considered very cheap 
and the main types of pot were such as chamber pots and ointment jars. 
 
WCS:  Cologne Stoneware.  Hard, grey pottery made in the Rhineland region of 
Germany from around 1600 onwards.  Usually has lots of ornate moulded decoration, 
often with blue and purple painted details.  Still made today, mainly as tourist 
souvenirs. 
 
SS:  Staffordshire Slipware.  Made between about AD1640 and 1750.  This was 
the first pottery to be made in moulds in Britain since Roman times.  The clay fabric is 
usually a pale buff colour, and the main product was flat dishes and plates, but cups 
were also made.  These are usually decorated with thin brown stripes and a yellow 
glaze, or yellow stripes and a brown glaze. 
 
SMW:  Manganese Ware, late 17th – 18th century. Made from a fine, buff-coloured or 
red clay, with the pots usually covered with a mottled purple and brown glaze.  A 
wide range of different types of pots were made, but mugs and chamber pots are 
particularly common. 
 
EST:  English Stoneware:  Very hard, grey fabric with white and/or brown surfaces.  
First made in Britain at the end of the 17th century, became very widespread in the 
18th and 19th century, particularly for mineral water and beer jars.   
 
SWSG:  White Salt-Glazed Stoneware.  Delicate white pottery made between 1720 
and 1780, usually for tea cups and mugs.  Has a finely dimpled surface, like orange 
peel. 
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VIC:  Victorian.  A wide range of different types of pottery, particularly the cups, 
plates and bowls with blue decoration which are still used today.  First made around 
AD1800 
 
 
No: Number 
Wt: Weight 

 
Test Pit 1 

 

  SHC MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

1 2       29 103 1800-1900 

1 3     1 5 53 312 1680-1900 

1 4     1 13 78 269 1680-1900 

1 5       32 157 1800-1900 

1 6     4 113 74 816 1680-1900 

1 7   1 12 2 9 52 243 1550-1900 

1 8 1 5 1 8 1 6 15 66 1100-1900 

1 9     1 102 4 23 1680-1900 

 Total 1 5 2 20 10 248 337 1989  

 
The pottery from this test-pit shows that there was intense activity at the site from the 
later 16th century onwards, with the single sherd of medieval material suggesting it 
had a somewhat marginal role at that time.   
 
 

Test-Pit 2 
 

  RB SN STAM SHC VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

2 1         3 12 1800-1900 

2 2         5 10 1800-1900 

2 3       2 14 2 23 1100-1900 

2 4 2 8   1 3 1 5 3 9 100-1900 

2 5   6 33 3 13   2 4 900-1900 

2 6   4 23       900-1100 

2 7   17 148       900-1100 

2 8   13 148 2 68     900-1100 

 Total 2 8 40 352 6 84 3 19 15 58  

 
The late Saxon and Saxo-Norman pottery assemblage from this test-pit is both large 
and well preserved, and there is little doubt that the site was a focus of intense 
activity from the 10th – 12th centuries, and, given the paucity of St. Neots ware from 
the rest of the test-pits, is very likely to represent the original post-Viking estate 
centre of Kibworth.  The lack of high and late medieval pottery suggests very strongly 
that the site was abandoned during the 12th or early 13th centuries, or was given over 
to a more marginal usage, presumably due to a major re-organization of the 
settlement.  It then appears to have been largely unused until the 19th century. 
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Test-Pit 5 
 

  PM  

TP Context No Wt Date 

5 1 1 10 1100-1200 

 
The single sherd of medieval pottery suggests that this site had a somewhat marginal 
role at that time, and has never really been used since. 
 

 
Test-Pit 8 

 
 

  MP MB SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

8 1         63 553 1800-1900 

8 2     2 5   49 161 1680-1900 

8 3   1 3 5 49   115 463 1550-1900 

8 4   2 41 3 20   55 224 1550-1900 

8 5     1 1   22 92 1680-1900 

8 6     2 46   18 90 1680-1900 

8 7 1 11   5 139 1 3 1 3 1350-1900 

 Total 1 11 3 44 18 260 1 3 323 1586  

 
This test-pit did not produced any evidence of activity before the late medieval 
period, but the site appears to have been intensive used from then onwards. 
 
 

Test-Pit 11 
 

  MP MB SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

11 1         12 13 1800-1900 

11 2       1 9 9 34 1680-1900 

11 3         12 28 1800-1900 

11 4         9 29 1800-1900 

11 5 1 16 2 18 1 3 2 11 19 34 1550-1900 

11 6   1 11   1 17 13 50 1550-1900 

11 7   1 18   3 213 3 31 1550-1900 

 Total 1 16 4 47 1 3 7 250 77 219  

 
This test-pit did not produced any evidence of activity before the late medieval 
period, but the site appears to have been intensive used from then onwards. 
 
 

Test-Pit 12 
 

  MP CW GRE MB SS SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

12 1 1 2         9 29     91 133 1680-1900 

12 2   1 2 2 28     4 25 2 3   54 119 1470-1900 

12 3       6 26   10 83 3 15 2 3 47 75 1550-1900 
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12 4   1 1       2 4   1 1 11 19 1470-1900 

12 5         2 8 7 58 10 36 4 4 47 129 1650-1900 

 Total 1 2 2 3 2 28 6 26 2 8 32 199 15 54 7 8 250 475  

 
This test-pit did not produced any evidence of activity before the late medieval 
period, but the site appears to have been intensive used from then onwards. 
 

Test-Pit 13 
 

  EMS  

TP Context No Wt Date 

13 3 5 36 450-850 

13 4 2 13 450-850 

 Total 7 49  

 
This test-pit produced only early/middle Saxon pottery, and there appears little doubt 
that it has revealed the site of the earliest Anglo-Saxon settlement of Kibworth, with 
at least 20cm of undisturbed deposits of that date.  It appears to have fallen from use 
before the Viking invasions, and not occupied by people since. 
 
 

Test-Pit 14 
 

  SHC MP CW MB GRE SS SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

14 1                 5 36 1800-1900 

14 2       1 47   1 40 1 11 1 3 15 86 1550-1900 

14 3 1 23           2 6   25 217 1100-1900 

14 4             6 116   25 115 1680-1900 

14 5   1 5 1 1 1 2 1 19   4 31   20 68 1350-1900 

14 6       1 16     7 84   14 48 1550-1900 

14 7       1 124     4 61   14 102 1550-1900 

 Total 1 23 1 5 1 1 4 189 1 19 1 40 24 309 1 3 118 672  

 
This test-pit shows that there was intensive activity at the site from the early post-
medieval period onwards.  The small quantities of medieval pottery show that there 
was activity here at that time, but there does not appear to be enough to say with 
certainty that people were living here. 
 

Test-Pit 15 
 

  CC MY MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

15 3     1 1 8 132 79 208 1550-1900 

15 7 2 13 1 8     1 1 1300-1900 

 Total 2 13 1 8 1 1 8 132 80 209  

 
The pottery from this test-pit shows that people were using the site during the 
medieval period, probably 14th – 15th century, but it only appears to have been 
occupied from the late 17th century onwards. 
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Test-Pit 15b 

 
  CC MP MB TGE SS SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

15b 1         1 5 4 85     27 83 1650-1900 

15b 2     2 6     5 89     49 147 1550-1900 

15b 3           4 13     53 97 1680-1900 

15b 4           5 77   1 5 70 217 1680-1900 

15b 5           3 3     48 106 1680-1900 

15b 6           9 295   3 42 14 21 1680-1900 

15b 7     52 765     3 14 11 91 3 22 6 19 1550-1900 

15b 8 1 11   19 241 1 1 1 3 8 151 3 10 1 1 3 8 1400-1900 

15b 9     2 3 1 3 1 2 5 84   1 7   1550-1750 

15b 10   3 27 2 9   2 5 5 10     4 6 1350-1900 

 Total 1 11 3 27 77 1024 2 4 5 15 51 821 14 101 9 77 274 704  

 
The pottery from this test-pit shows that people were using the site during the 
medieval period, probably 14th – 15th century, but it only appears to have been 
occupied from the 16th century onwards. 
 

Test-Pit 15c 
 

  CC MP MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

15c 1         25 51 1800-1900 

15c 2       4 12 58 171 1680-1900 

15c 4       3 13 45 124 1680-1900 

15c 5     1 32 5 56 34 111 1550-1900 

15c 6   1 3   4 148 6 52 1400-1900 

15c 7 1 8         1300-1400 

 Total   1 3 1 32 16 229 168 509  

 
The pottery from this test-pit shows that people were using the site during the 
medieval period, probably 14th – 15th century, but it only appears to have been 
occupied from the late 17th century onwards. 

 
 

Test-Pit 16 
 

  CA TGE SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

16 1       3 4 1800-1900 

16 2     6 96 14 47 1680-1900 

16 3       16 3 1800-1900 

16 4     1 12 6 48 1680-1900 

16 5       3 42 1800-1900 

16 6 1 14 1 11   3 7 1250-1900 

16 8     1 20 1 1 1680-1900 

16 9       1 2 1800-1900 

 Total 1 14 1 11 8 128 47 154  
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The pottery from this test-pit shows that people were using the site during the 
medieval period, probably 14th – 15th century, but it only appears to have been 
occupied from the late 17th century onwards. 
 
 
 

Test-Pit 17 
 

  PM MP CW MB SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

17 2   1 6   1 7   1 4 2 5 1350-1900 

17 3         1 10     1680-1750 

17 4 1 2   1 7         1100-1500 

 Total 1 2 1 6 1 7 1 7 1 10 1 4 2 5  

 
This test-pit did not produce much pottery, but there is a fairly wide range of types 
present, and it would seem that the site has been used, but not necessarily lived on, 
from the 12th century onwards. 
 
 

Test-Pit 18 
 

  PM MB MY SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

18 1   1 7           1550-1650 

18 2             1 3 1800-1900 

18 4           1 1 1 1 1720-1900 

18 5 1 5 1 19 1 2 2 6     2 5 1100-1900 

18 8   1 23           1550-1650 

18 9   1 44           1550-1650 

18 10         1 4     1750-1800 

 Total 1 5 4 93 1 2 2 6 1 4 1 1 4 9  

 
The site of this test-pit seems to have been occupied from around the 16th century 
onwards, but people were also here before then, as evidenced by the single sherd of 
12th century material.   
 
 

Test-Pit 19 
 

  CW SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

19 1     8 31 1800-1900 

19 2     13 41 1800-1900 

19 3     33 146 1800-1900 

19 4 1 2 2 9 21 148 1470-1900 

19 5     7 18 1800-1900 

 Total 1 2 2 9 82 384  

 
This test-pit produced very little evidence of activity before the late 17th century, but 
the site does appear to have been used around the end of the medieval period. 
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Test-Pit 20 
 

  MB SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

20 1   1 2   15 45 1680-11900 

20 2   1 2 2 15 30 106 1680-1900 

20 3       35 104 1800-1900 

20 4   3 26   19 83 1680-1900 

20 5 1 1 1 2   19 49 1550-1900 

20 6       2 15 1800-1900 

 Total 1 1 6 32 2 15 120 402  

 
All the pottery from this site is post-medieval, and shows that people have been using 
the location fairly intensively since the late 17th century. 
 
 

Test-Pit 22 
 

  SHC MP SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

22 2 1 3   1 6 3 39 3 6 1100-1900 

22 3         2 4 1800-1900 

22 4   1 3 1 6   1 1 1350-1900 

22 5 1 3         1100-1200 

22 7         1 3 1800-1900 

 Total 2 6 1 3 2 12 3 39 7 14  

 
This site appears to have been used at a fairly low level from the 12th century 
onwards. 
 
 

Test-Pit 23 
 

  CC MP MY VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

23 1       2 23 1800-1900 

23 2       1 8 1800-1900 

23 3       2 11 1800-1900 

23 4 1 21 1 7     1300-1400 

23 5   1 18     1350-1550 

23 6     2 6   1550-1650 

 Total 1 21 2 25 2 6 5 42  

 
The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was used at a fairly low level from 
the 14th -16th centuries, but then largely abandoned until the 19th century. 
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Test-Pit 24 
 

  SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

24 2 2 3     1650-1700 

24 3 1 2   1 3 1650-1900 

24 4   1 4   1680-1750 

 Total 3 5 1 4 1 3  

 
The pottery from this test-pit indicates a fairly low level of activity from the mid-17th 
century onwards, with no evidence of use before then. 
 
 

Test-Pit 25 
 

  CA GRE SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

25 1 1 6     42 121 1250-1900 

25 2   1 23   24 111 1550-1900 

25 3       30 148 1800-1900 

25 4     1 1 1 2 1680-1900 

25 5       1 1 1800-1900 

 Total 1 6 1 23 1 1 98 383  

 
A single sherd of 13th-century pottery aside, there is no evidence of medieval activity 
here, and the site also appears to have been largely unused in the post-medieval 
period, until the 19th century. 
 
 

Test-Pit 30 
 

  RB STAM PM SHC MB MY SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

30 1         1 1   1 38 24 131 1550-1900 

30 2             3 35 28 164 1680-1900 

30 3   1 3 1 2     1 4 2 15 11 19 1000-1900 

30 4   1 2         2 8 2 3 1000-1900 

30 5 1 2       1 14     4 31 100-1900 

30 6             1 9 23 144 1680-1900 

30 7 1 7             10 16 100-1900 

30 8             1 5   1680-1750 

30 9       1 2       4 10 1100-1900 

30 10             2 16 1 89 1680-1900 

 Total 2 9 2 5 1 2 1 2 2 15 1 4 12 126 107 607  

 
This test-pit is one of very few to have produced Roman pottery, suggesting there is 
a site of that date in the vicinity.  The rest of the assemblage indicates that there was 
activity from around the late 10th – 11th to 12th centuries, then it was abandoned until 
the post-medieval period, and probably lived on from the late 17th century onwards. 
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Test-Pit 31 
 

  MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

31 1     2 17 1800-1900 

31 2   1 26 2 10 1680-1900 

31 3 1 4     1550-1650 

 Total 1 4 1 26 4 27  

 
The small assemblage of pottery from this test-pit is all post-medieval, and suggests 
that the site was not used in the medieval period, and has had a somewhat marginal 
role ever since. 
 
 

Test-Pit 32 
 

  MP SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

32 1     1 54 13 25 1800-1900 

32 2 1 13 2 5   25 54 1350-1900 

32 3     1 5 11 11 1680-1900 

32 4       1 4 1800-1900 

32 5       1 1 1800-1900 

 Total 1 13 2 5 2 59 51 95  

 
The site of this test-pit appears to have been largely unused until the mid-17th 
century, although there was some activity here in the late medieval period. 
 
 

Test-Pit 33 
 

  MB TGE SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

33 1     1 16   13 20 1680-1900 

33 2     4 39   26 57 1680-1900 

33 3     3 14 1 3 45 87 1680-1900 

33 4 1 5 1 1 6 18   37 75 1550-1900 

33 5     1 1   3 15 1680-1900 

33 6         13 27 1800-1900 

 Total 1 5 1 1 15 88 1 3 137 281  

 
All the pottery from this site is post-medieval, but indicates that the site was occupied 
from around the late 17th century onwards. 
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Test-Pit 35 
 

  STAM PM SHC MP SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

35 1     3 6 1 1   2 7   1100-1750 

35 2   1 6 5 26   1 9 2 10 6 13 1100-1900 

35 3 1 4 3 17 9 115         1100-1200 

35 4   3 25           1100-1200 

35 5   1 13 4 70         1100-1200 

35 6     2 5         1100-1200 

 Total 1 4 8 61 23 222 1 1 1 9 4 17 6 13  

 
The large assemblage of medieval pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was 
almost certainly occupied during the 12th century, but then was largely abandoned 
until the late 17th century, and even then had a somewhat marginal function. 
 
 

Test-Pit 36 
 

  MB SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

36 1         20 41 1800-1900 

36 2   18 260 7 53 1 4 37 122 1680-1900 

36 3 2 12 9 239 4 41   19 44 1550-1900 

36 4 7 274 3 12     15 86 1550-1900 

 Total 9 286 30 511 11 94 1 4 91 293  

 
All the pottery from this site is post-medieval, but it shows that the site was lived on 
from around the later 16th century onwards. 
 
 

Test-Pit 38 
 

  MP CW WCS SMW EST VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

38 1       2 31 1 7 14 58 1680-1900 

38 2 1 7     4 35 1 3 21 32 1350-1900 

38 3 1 5   1 8 5 94   36 91 1350-1900 

38 4   1 3 1 2 4 16   14 148 1470-1900 

38 5       3 21   19 35 1680-1900 

 Total 2 12 1 3 2 10 18 197 2 10 104 364  

 
All the pottery from this site is post-medieval, but it shows that the site was lived on 
from around the later 15th – 16th century onwards. 
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Test-Pit 39 

 

  MB SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

39 2   1 7 7 22 1680-1900 

39 3   1 4 39 97 1680-1900 

39 4   1 8 123 521 1800-1900 

39 5 2 27   50 494 1680-1900 

 Total 2 27 3 19 219 1134  

 
All the pottery from this site is post-medieval, but it shows that the site was used from 
around the later 16th century onwards, but probably not occupied until the Victorian 
period. 
 
 

Test-Pit 40 
 

  PM MP SS SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

40 1       1 11 1 1   6 21 1680-1900 

40 2       4 13   1 2 13 28 1680-1900 

40 3   1 3 2 9 7 24   2 4 14 57 1350-1900 

40 5 1 3           2 6 1100-1900 

 Total 1 3   2 9 12 48 1 1 3 6 35 112  

 
This test-pit shows that there was low levels of activity at the site in the medieval 
period, but it appears unlikely to have been lived on until the late 17th century and 
beyond. 
 
 

Test-Pit 41 
 

  IW STAM PM SHC MP  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

41 2     1 6   1 15 1100-1550 

41 4       2 21   1100-1200 

41 5 1 6 2 5 1 13 1 15   720-1200 

 Total 1 6 2 5 2 19 3 36 1 15  

 
This test-pit has the only definite evidence of middle Saxon (c AD650 – 850) activity 
from all the test-pits.  It produced a sherd of Ipswich ware, the first definite find of 
such material from Leicestershire.  In this region, the presence of such pottery is very 
likely to indicate a site of higher than usual status, such as a religious house, a centre 
of power, or the site of a manufacturing centre.  The rest of the pottery shows that the 
site was lived on during the 12th – 13th centuries, and then largely abandoned. 
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Test-Pit 42 
 

  STAM PM SHC CW MB SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

42 1     1 14         1 3 2 10 1100-1900 

42 2         2 53 4 19     24 32 1550-1900 

42 3       1 4   1 4 2 4 2 5 13 36 1470-1900 

42 4           1 8   1 4 1 2 1680-1900 

42 6 1 2 1 2 2 22             1000-1200 

42 7 1 3   2 10             1000-1200 

42 8 1 4 1 4 1 3             1000-1200 

 Total 3 9 2 6 6 49 1 4 2 53 6 31 2 4 4 12 40 80  

 
The pottery from this test-pit shows that the site was occupied during the 12th – 13th 
centuries, and perhaps even during the 11th century, but then was largely abandoned 
until the post-medieval period, perhaps the 17th century, when it seems to have been 
lived on again. 
 
 
 

Test-Pit 43 
 

  PM SHC SB SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

43 1       1 7   4 6 1680-1900 

43 2 1 6     2 11   9 21 1100-1900 

43 3     1 86   1 1 1 1 1200-1900 

43 4   1 4         1100-1200 

 Total 1 6 1 4 1 86 3 18 1 1 14 28  

 
This test-pit produced evidence of activity in the 12th and 13th centuries, but then it 
seems to have been abandoned until the late 17th century. 
 
 

Test-Pit 44 
 

  SB CC MP CW MB TGE SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

44 2     3 41   2 44 2 3 4 15 3 65 26 112 1680-1900 

44 3 3 21 1 4 1 3 1 2         1 8 1200-1900 

44 4             1 5     1650-1750 

 Total 3 21 1 4 4 44 1 2 2 44 2 3 5 20 3 65 27 120  

 
This site produced a range of pottery which shows that it has been used, albeit at a 
low level, from around the 13th century onwards, with no apparent break in activity in 
that time. 
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Test-Pit 45 
 

  MP SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

45 1 1 3 6 29 19 34 1350-1900 

45 2   4 70 15 34 1680-1900 

45 3   3 13 28 35 1680-1900 

45 4     2 4 1800-1900 

 Total 1 3 13 112 64 107  

 
This test-pit produced little evidence of activity before the late 17th century, other than 
a single sherd of late medieval date. 
 

Test-Pit 46 
 

  VIC  

TP Context No Wt Date 

46 5 1 8 1800-1900 

 
The site of this test-pit appears to have been virtually unused by people at all times 
during the life of the village and beyond. 
 

Test-Pit 48 
 

  STAM MB SMW  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

48 3 2 3   1 32 1000-1750 

48 4   1 1   1550-1650 

48 5 1 4     1000-1100 

 Total 3 7 1 1 1 32  

 
This site appears to have been used around the time of the Norman Conquest, but 
then abandoned until the post-medieval period, and even then had a somewhat 
marginal function. 
 
 

Test-Pit 49 
 
  MB SS SMW EST SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

49 1   1 3 2 8     14 44 1650-1900 

49 2     4 26   1 4 26 106 1680-1900 

49 3 1 61   2 31     31 165 1550-1900 

49 4     1 2     44 150 1680-1900 

49 5     3 92     89 356 1800-1900 

49 6 1 25   3 34     43 138 1550-1900 

49 7 2 8   2 41 1 17   21 69 1550-1900 

49 8 1 5 1 6 1 2     14 62 1550-1900 

49 9 1 35         9 16 1550-1900 

 Total 6 134 2 9 18 236 1 17 1 4 291 1106  

 
All the pottery from this test-pit is post-medieval, but the site appears to have been 
lived on from the 16th century onwards. 
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Test-Pit 50 

 

  SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt Date 

50 1   13 44 1800-1900 

50 2   17 38 1800-1900 

50 3   18 55 1800-1900 

50 4 1 2 20 127 1680-1900 

 Total 1 2 68 264  

 
This test-pit shows little evidence of any sort of activity before the Victorian era, other 
than a single sherd which could be as early as the late 17th century. 
 
 

Test-Pit 51 
 

  MP SS SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

51 1       1 1 16 53 1720-1900 

51 2   1 6     13 61 1650-1900 

51 3     1 31   10 24 1680-1900 

51 4         10 19 1800-1900 

51 7 1 6       1 1 1350-1900 

 Total 1 6 1 6 1 31 1 1 50 158  

 
 
Most of the pottery from this test-pit is post-medieval, and dates to the mid-17th 
century or later, showing that there was little human activity here before that time, 
other than perhaps in the late medieval period. 
 
 

Test-Pit 52 
 

  MB EST SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

52 2         5 19 1800-1900 

52 3   1 42 2 5 1 7 13 35 1680-1900 

52 6 1 5         1550-1750 

 Total 1 5 1 42 2 5 1 7 18 54  

 
All the pottery from this site is post-medieval, and shows that there was no human 
activity here before 1550, with most dating to the late 17th century or later. 
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Test-Pit 53 
 

  MP VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt Date 

53 1 1 6   1350-1550 

53 2 1 8 14 101 1350-1900 

 Total 2 14 14 101  

 
All the pottery from this test-pit is Victorian, apart from two sherds of late medieval 
material, so it seems likely that people were using the site then, but it abandoned 
soon after until the 19th century. 
 

Test-Pit 54 
 

  MP CIST MB SS SMW VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

54 1           1 3 1800-1900 

54 2         1 3   1680-1750 

54 3 2 10       1 7 4 13 1350-1900 

54 4 6 24   3 6 2 2 3 5   1350-1750 

54 5   1 1 1 2 1 2 3 9 4 11 1470-1900 

54 6 1 9   9 165   3 9   1550-1750 

54 7   1 4 1 20 1 28     1470-1700 

 Total 9 43 2 5 14 193 4 32 11 33 9 27  

 
This test-pit produced a fairly wide range of pottery, which shows that the site was 
first occupied in the late medieval period, and that people have been here more or 
less ever since. 
 
 
 

Test-Pit 55 
 

  SMW SWSG VIC  

TP Context No Wt No Wt No Wt Date 

55 1     15 37 1550-1900 

55 2   1 1 25 26 1720-1900 

55 3 3 13   59 172 1680-1900 

55 4 2 33   4 7 1680-1900 

55 5 8 39     1680-1750 

55 6 4 48 1 3   1680-1750 

 Total 17 133 2 4 103 242  

 
All the pottery from this site is post-medieval, and shows that there was no human 
activity here before the late 17th century, but also that it has been occupied ever 
since. 
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13.2  Faunal Remains – Jessica Rippengal 
 
 

Test pit 
number 

Context 
number 

Species purpose butchery age 
Faunal remains 

notes 

1 1 ? ?meat chopped  
small limb bone, pig-

sized 

1 1 
? sheep-

sized 
meat no  rib 

1 1 ?pig ?meat split?  
longit split? v 
weathered. 
metapodial? 

1 2 bird    limb frag 

1 2 sheep 
non-
meat 

  pre-molar 

1 2 sheep ? no  limb frag 

1 3 ? ? no  
small number of small 

fragments, small 
animal 

1 3 chicken ?meat   frags x 4 

1 3 pig    carpal 

1 3 sheep meat split  rib + split metapodial 

1 4 ? meat chopped immature vertebra, immature 

1 4 chicken  no  
head & vertebrae + 

limb bones 

1 4 cow meat chopped immature vertebra, immature 

1 4 sheep meat sawn  

proximal tibia + 
proximal metacarpal 
(sawn), very large for 

sheep 

1 5 
? goose-

sized 
meat no mature 

lots of bird limb bones 
+ some vertebrae, 
some larger than 

modern chicken, prob 
mature 

1 5 chicken ?meat   limb & bod frags 

1 5 cow  ?chopped juvenile 
vertebra, unfused, 
poss. long chop 

1 5 
med. 

ungulate 
meat   rib frag, 2cm long 

1 5 sheep  ?chopped  
distal humerus, poss. 
chopped through for 

jointing 

1 6 bird ? no  fragments x 3+ 

1 6 cow   immature vertebra frag, unfused 

1 6 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  molar 

1 6 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  radius 

1 6 sheep 
non-
meat 

no immature 
immature calcaneum 

(hock bone) 

1 6 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  radius 

1 7 horse 
non-
meat 

no  incisor 
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1 7 
large 

ungulate 
? no  

assorted, small frags 
of large animal 
bones, species 

imposs id. 

1 8      

1 9 ?  no  
unid. tiny frag - ?  

skull,  1cm 

2 1 cow 
non-
meat 

no  small mandible 

2 1 cow 
non-
meat 

no  distal tibia 

2 1 Cow meat split  
long bone - lower - 

longitudinal split 

2 1 pig    canine 

2 1 pig meat no  metapodials (feet) 

2 1 sheep meat no immature immature, vertebra 

2 2 ? ? no  burnt fragments 

2 2 ? ? no immature 
vertebra - sheep-
sized, immature 

2 2 sheep ? no  limb bone 

2 3 
? sheep 

sized 
? no  

species non-id. poor 
condition - v 
weathered 

2 4 ? ? no  
assorted, small frags, 

species imposs id. 

2 5 
? 

cow/horse 
? no  

rib, broken both ends, 
2 x limb 

2 5 horse ?meat no  humerus 

2 5 sheep    
teeth x 3 + small limb 

bone frags 

2 6 pig ? no foetal foetal ulna 

2 6 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  upper teeth 

2 6 unid wild ? no  ulna 

2 7 ?    skull frag unid. 

2 7 pig    lower jaw, foot, 

2 7 pig   immature small jaw, immature 

2 7 sheep meat split  
humerus distal end, 
may be recent split 

2 8      

8 5 cow  sawn  
radius frags, sawn 

end 

8 5 sheep    scapula fragment 

8 6 cow    radius frag 

8 6 sheep   immature unfused tibia 

8 6 sheep    2 molars in jaw 

8 7      

11 2 unid.    tiny unid. limb frag 

11 3 cow 
non-
meat 

  carpal frag 

11 3 unid.    vertebra 
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11 5 
? 

sheep/cow? 
 

sawn + 
split 

 

long bone (? femur), 
sawn through and 

possibly split, gnawed 
alongside. Large 

sheep or small cow 

11 5 chicken    several frags 

11 5 cow 
non-
meat 

  teeth x 2 

11 5 cow 
non-
meat 

  radius 

11 5 pig   immature phalange 

11 5 sheep  sawn  femur 

11 5 unid.    assorted unid. frags 

11 6 sheep    molar 

11 6 sheep  cut  
lower limb, superficial 

cut 

12 1 ? pig-sized  sawn  
pelvis, may be sheep 
or pig, sawn through 

12 1 unid.    unid, frags 

12 2 pig    astragalus 

12 2 sheep    incisor 

12 2 
small 

mammal 
   ulna - rabbit? 

12 2 unid.    
frags of large 

mammal 

12 3 
? chicken-

sized 
   bird vertebra 

12 3 ? cow-sized ?   long bone 

12 3 cow meat   rib 

12 3 cow 
non-
meat 

  incisor 

12 4 ? cow-sized 
non-
meat 

  skull frag 

12 4 unid.    
assorted small unid. 

frags 

12 5 
? sheep-

sized 
meat   rib 

12 5 cow Meat chopped  

radius, gnawed at 
prox end, superficial 
chop mark halfway 

along 

12 5 cow 
non-
meat 

 immature 
metacarpal, small 

cow, possibly 
immature 

12 5 cow 
non-
meat 

  
occipital condyle 
(base of skull), + 

vertebra, top of spine 

12 5 cow Meat chopped  
pelvis, superficial 

chop 

12 5 cow 
non-
meat 

  premolar 

12 5 cow 
non-
meat 

  lower long bone 

13 1 cow ? no adult upper molar 
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13 1 sheep meat cut adult 
distal humerus, 

oblique chopped and 
cut marks 

13 2 cow meat no adult scapula fragment 

13 2 sheep 
non-
meat 

no adult upper molar 

13 2 sheep 
non-
meat 

no adult lower molar 

13 3 cow meat split & cut adult 
split and cut marks, 

radius fragment; 

13 3 cow ? no adult condyle metapodial 

13 3 unid. ? no  limb frags x 15 

13 4 ?cow. ? no ? frags limb bone 

13 4 cow ? no adult premolar v worn 

14 2 pig  no  1st phalange 

14 3 ?sheep ? no ? assorted limb frags 

14 3 sheep meat chopped  longitudinal chop 

14 4 pig    2nd phalange 

14 4 pig    distal humerus frag 

14 4 sheep    atlas vertebra - half 

14 4 sheep    L1 

14 5 cow    upper premolar 

14 6 cow    radius x 6 frags 

14 7 cow meat   
3 x rib frags, 2 x limb 

frags 

14 7 pig meat chopped juvenile  

16 2 dog 
non-
meat 

no adult metapodial 

16 2 sheep meat no juvenile calcaneum 

16 2 sheep meat no adult calcaneum 

16 2 sheep meat y adult 
chop distal end, 

gnawing, scapula 

16 2 sheep ? cuts ? limb frag 

16 3 ?rabbit ? no  small limb frag 

16 4 
med. 

ungulate 
? ? ? 2 limb frags 

16 6 pig ? ? adult canine tooth, female 

16 8      

16 9      

18 4 sheep 
non-
meat 

no adult tooth frag 

18 5      

18 7 
med. 

ungulate 
   small frag limb 

19 1 
med. 

ungulate 
   

tiny frags limb, med 
ung 

19 2 ?sheep meat   radius fragment; 

19 3 cow meat sawn juvenile 
sawn vertebra 

epiphysis 

19 3 cow meat yes adult 
sawn or chop 
longitudinal 

19 3 rabbit meat  adult scapula 

19 3 rabbit meat  adult scapula 
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19 3 rabbit meat  adult vertebra 

19 3 rabbit meat  adult lower incisor 

19 4 ?cow. meat no ? vertebra frag 

19 5 sheep meat no adult radius fragment; 

20 1 cow   adult premolar lower 

20 1 cow ?  adult 3rd phalange 

20 1 cow ?  adult carpal 

20 2 cow meat sawn  
3cms - sawn both 

ends 

20 2 cow meat sawn immature 
vertebra swan 
longitudinally 

20 2 dog 
non-
meat 

no  3 teeth 

20 2 fowl ?meat  adult 
domestic fowl 
metatarsus 

20 2 
large 

ungulate 
? ? ? 

burnt frags spongy 
bone x 6 

20 2 
med. 

ungulate 
? ? ? limb frags x 5 

20 2 pig 
non-
meat 

no adult maxilla frag 

20 3 cow meat yes adult 
2cm rib, sawn one 

end, chopped at other 

20 3 cow 
non-
meat 

no juvenile incisor 

20 3 sheep 
non-
meat 

no adult molar upper 

20 3 turkey meat no adult proximal metatarsal 

20 4 fowl meat no adult coracoid 

20 4 sheep meat no immature 
unfused rib, proximal 

end 

20 5 chicken meat no adult body part and limbs 

20 5 cow meat split adult lumbar vertebra 

20 5 cow meat cut sub-adult 
rib 3cm, poss. cut in 

half 

20 5 fish meat   3 vertebrae (salmon?) 

20 5 rabbit meat  adult calcaneum (hock) 

20 5 rabbit    calcaneum 

20 5 sheep meat   upper limb frags 

20 6 ? sheep ? no ? small limb frags x 2 

20 6 cow ? no adult upper molar 

22 4 sheep meat cut adult 
cut marks across 
shaft of limb bone 

22 4 sheep meat cut adult 
cut marks across 

shaft of radius frag 

23 2 dog   adult incisor - very worn 

23 2 sheep ? no foetal 
numerous foetal lamb 

bones 

23 2 sheep ? no juvenile pelvis - unfused 

23 4      

23 5 cat    femur - distal frag 

23 6 cat    mandible frag 

23 6 sheep meat  juvenile foetal lamb 2 frags 

24 2 cow   adult upper molar 
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25 1 
med. 

ungulate 
Meat   

diseased? - prox end 
of rib 

25 2 sheep Meat sawn  
sawn one end, 

weathered 

25 3 sheep Meat sawn immature 
proximal femur, sawn 

end 

25 3 sheep Meat no immature femur head 

25 4 cow Meat cut adult rib frag, cut marks 

30 1 cow Meat cut adult  

30 1 cow Meat sawn adult rib sawn one end 

30 1 cow Meat sawn adult pelvis 

30 1 cow Meat sawn immature 
femur - distal frag - 

unfused, sawn 
proximal end 

30 1 sheep Meat chopped adult scapula 

30 1 sheep   adult upper molar 

30 1 sheep meat cut immature 
prox femur epiphysis 

- cut for jointing 

30 1 sheep meat sawn adult sawn both ends 

30 3 sheep meat 
sawn & 

cut 
adult 

humerus, sawn prox, 
cut marks distal 

30 4      

30 5 cow ? chopped adult 
limb frag - chop 

marks on surface 

30 5 sheep   adult phalange 

30 7 cow meat cut adult rib frag, cut marks 

30 7 cow meat ? adult vertebra frag 

30 9      

30 10 cow ?meat  adult pre-molar - worn 

30 10 sheep   adult incisor 

35 1 cow meat sawn  
limb gnawed and 

sawn 

35 2 horse 
non-
meat 

 immature 
femur epiphysis, 
gnawed horse! 

35 2 
med. 

ungulate 
meat sawn sawn 

radius frags, sawn 
distal and poss. 

gnawed proximal end 

35 2 sheep 
non-
meat 

 adult molar frag 

35 3 cow 
non-
meat 

  incisor 

35 3 cow    tooth frag 

35 3 sheep    incisor 

35 3 unid.    limb frags - poss. cow 

35 4 cow 
non-
meat 

  lower molar 

35 5 pig 
non-
meat 

 immature 
metapodial, prox end 

gnawed 

35 5 sheep ?  immature 
metacarpal, unfused, 

gnawed both ends 

35 6 cow 
non-
meat 

  upper molar 

40 1 pig   adult upper incisor 

40 3 chicken meat  adult limbs + body + skull 
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40 3 sheep ? no adult molars 

40 3 sheep ? no juvenile molars 

40 4 chicken meat no adult femur 

40 4 sheep ? no juvenile 
at least 2 neonate 

lambs 

40 4 sheep 
non-
meat 

no adult phalanges 

40 5 sheep   adult 2 x 3rd phalange 

40 6 sheep ?  adult distal metapodial 

40 6 sheep   adult 1st phalange 

40 6 sheep   adult 2nd phalange 

41 2 ?cow.    limb frags 

41 2 cow 
non-
meat 

 immature premolar, little wear 

41 3 sheep   adult lower molar x 2 

41 4 ?cow. meat split  limb frags, poss. cow 

41 4 sheep 
non-
meat 

 adult upper molar 

41 5      

42 2 ?cow. ?  adult vertebra frags 

42 2 horse 
non-
meat 

 adult incisor, v worn 

42 2 
med. 

ungulate 
meat sawn adult 

pig or sheep rib frags 
x 3, sawn ends 

42 2 sheep 
non-
meat 

 adult molar frag 

42 3 cow meat ?chopped adult 
limb bone frags, 

puncture bite marks, 
possible chopping 

42 3 pig 
non-
meat 

 adult upper 3rd molar 

42 3 sheep 
non-
meat 

 adult upper molar 

42 3 sheep meat  juvenile unfused pelvis 

42 4 cow    incisor 

42 4 cow meat ?  rib frag 

42 5      

42 6 cow ?  adult prox metatarsal frags 

42 6 sheep 
non-
meat 

 adult lower molars x 3 

42 7 cow ?   limb frags x 4 

42 8 cow ?  immature 
distal metapodial, no 
epiphysis, gnawed 

43 2 
? goose 

sized fowl 
meat  adult 

large femur, pelvis 
frag and phalange 

43 2 cow meat 
sawn & 

cut 
adult 

rib - sawn through 
with sup cut marks 

43 2 sheep Meat 
sawn & 

cut 
adult 

tibia, sawn both ends 
with superficial cut 

marks 

43 2 sheep ?  immature unfused femur 

43 3 chicken Meat  adult 
both femurs, limbs 

and skull 

43 4 sheep ?meat  adult 
humerus, phalanges, 

molar 
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44 1 ?cow. ? ? ? limb & vertebra frags 

44 1 cow Meat cut adult 
rib frag - cut marks 

and gnawing 

44 1 cow Meat no adult lumbar vertebra 

44 1 cow meat sawn adult thoracic vertebra 

44 1 cow meat sawn adult vertebra 

44 1 cow meat no  rib frag 

44 1 pig meat ? ? radius frag 

44 1 pig meat chopped ?  

45 3 sheep 
non-
meat 

 adult 1st phalange 

45 3 sheep meat ?sawn adult 
rib, 3cm, poss. sawn 

ends 

46 4 chicken    ulna 

48 4 sheep 
non-
meat 

no juvenile 3rd phalange 

49 6 chicken 
non-
meat 

no  
almost complete 

skeleton 

49 6 pig meat no  
HUMERUS SPLIT - 
4CM LONG - no saw 

marks 

49 7 cow 
non-
meat 

no  incisor 

49 7 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  
FOOT AND TOOTH - 

NON MEAT 

49 8 cat 
non-
meat 

no  tooth 

49 8 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  foot 

49 9 
?goose-

sized 
meat no  

2 x larger-than-
chicken body bones 

50 1 
med. 

ungulate 
meat 

sawn & 
cut 

adult 
radius frag, sawn one 

end, superficial cut 
marks 

50 1 
med. 

ungulate 
meat sawn adult femur frag, sawn end 

50 1 rabbit ?meat no adult humerus frag 

50 2 rabbit ? no  pelvis frag 

50 2 sheep meat sawn adult sawn both ends 

50 3 pig    incisor 

50 3 rabbit    distal humerus 

50 4 
med. 

ungulate 
meat 

sawn & 
chop 

adult 
rib , sawn one end & 

chopped other 

50 4 pig meat split & cut immature 
cut marks, poss. long 

split, vertebra 
fragment; 

51 1 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  limb 

51 1 sheep meat no   

51 2 
? sheep-

sized 
? no immature 

small animal, 
immature, poss. 

lamb, body elements 

51 3 sheep ? no immature 
immature - lots very 

small frags- prob one 
animal. Mostly body, 
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hardly any teeth. 
Lamb 

51 3 sheep Meat split mature 
long. split, weathered, 

limb bone, mature, 

51 4 sheep ? no immature 
prob lots of same 

lamb in diff contexts. 

52 6 cow Meat no  
2 x lumbar vertebrae, 

v weathered 

52 6 sheep Meat no  
HUMERUS SPLIT - 
4CM LONG - no saw 

marks 

53 2 cow meat sawn  
limb bone, tiny frag, 

sawn both ends 3cms 
long, stock-pot bone 

53 2 dog 
non-
meat 

no  tooth - large canine 

53 2 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  molar 

53 2 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  radius 

54 2 cow meat split  vertebra 

54 4 cow 
non-
meat 

no  phalange 

54 4 cow meat no immature 
scapula, immature, 

gnawed by dog 

54 4 cow meat no old vertebra 

54 5 cat 
non-
meat 

no  femur 

54 5 cow 
non-
meat 

no old 
tooth incisor, v worn, 

old animal 

55 1 fowl meat no  
large chicken-sized, 

wing 

55 2 cow Milk no old 
molar, very worn. old 

milk cow? 

55 3 
? sheep-

sized 
? no  

limb bone, 
weathered, sheep 

sized 

55 4 cow meat no  limb bone, upper 

55 5 cow meat no  rib, 4cm long 

55 6 cow ? no immature immature, vertebra? 

55 6 pig meat no  upper limb 

15 b 1 cow meat cut marks  

long bone, LOTS of 
superficial cut marks 

across bone - 
thorough flesh 

removal? 

15 b 2 sheep 
non-
meat 

  molar 

15 b 3 
? goose-

sized 
meat   

humerus, v large for 
chicken 

15 b 3 bird, small ?   
phalange, smaller 

than chicken 

15 b 3 pig 
non-
meat 

  molar 
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15 b 3 sheep 
non-
meat 

  molar 

15 b 3 sheep meat sawn  
pelvis, 2cm long, 

sawn through both 
ends 

15 b 4 
?goose-

sized 
   bigger than chicken 

15 b 4 sheep meat sawn  

proximal humerus, 
large sheep, sawn 
through at one end, 
gnawed at other end 

15 b 4 sheep  no  sternum 

15 b 4 unid. meat   rib 

15 b 5 
? sheep-

sized 
  immature immature vertebra 

15 b 5 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  radius fragment; 

15 b 6 cow meat   ulna, vertebrae x 2 

15 b 6 cow meat sawn  
rib, oblique 

longitudinal sawn 
through 

15 b 6 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  
molars x 2; vertebrae 

x2; 

15 b 7 
? sheep-

sized 
 no  unid. frags 

15 b 7 pig  no  premolar 

15 b 7 pig    metapodial (feet) 

15 b 7 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  molar 

15 b 7 sheep meat small cut  humerus 

15 b 8 cow  no  Skull frag unid. 

15 b 8 
med. 

ungulate 
meat no  

humerus, sheep or 
pig, prob pig 

15 b 8 sheep meat no  scapula fragment 

15 b 8 unid. meat no  rib 

15 b 9 ? pig-sized  no  vertebra 

15 b 9 sheep 
non-
meat 

  molar x 3 

15 b 10 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  
premolar x 2; 

jawbone 

15 b 10 sheep meat no immature unfused vertebra 

15 b 10 sheep meat no  rib 

15 c 1 ?  no  unid. tiny frag 

15 c 2 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  distal phalange 

15 c 3 
? chicken-

sized 
meat no  

several frags limb 
bones 

15 c 3 bird  no  
several frags, smaller 

than chicken 

15 c 3 
large 

ungulate 
 no immature 

long bone epiphysis, 
horse or cow 

15 c 4 
? chicken-

sized 
 no  

limb and body frags 
chicken-sized 
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15 c 4 
? chicken-

sized 
 no mature  

15 c 4 sheep 
non-
meat 

no  molar 

15 c 6 
? sheep-

sized 
 no  limb 

15 c 6 pig  no  tooth and jaw 

15 c 7 sheep 
non-
meat 

no immature tibia, v large, unfused 

15 c 7 sheep 
non-
meat 

no immature 

humerus, proximal 
end unfused, diff size 

to tibia, prob diff 
animal 

Table 44: The faunal remains from all the Kibworth test pits 
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Figure 58: Roman period (1st-5th century) – proportion of most 
common animal bones 

Figure 59: Anglo-Saxon period (5th-8th century) – proportion of most 
common animal bones 
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Figure 60: Saxo-Norman period (9th- mid 11th century) – proportion 
of most common animal bones 

Figure 61: High medieval period (late 11th- mid 14th century– 
proportion of most common animal bones 

Figure 62: Late medieval period (late 14th – mid 16th century – 
proportion of most common animal bones 
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Figure 63: Post medieval period (mid-16th – late 18th century) – 
proportion of most common animal bones 

Figure 64: Post medieval period (mid-16th – late 18th century) – 
proportion of most common animal bones, including chicken, 
goose and rabbit which are less uncommon in this period than 
earlier 
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13.3  Other finds – Catherine Collins 
 

13.3.1 Kibworth Harcourt Finds List  

 

Test 
Pit 1 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM fragments 
x62 = 442g, flat red 
tile fragments x3 = 

183g, clay pipe 
stem x1 =2g 

clear window glass x5 = 
8g, clear container glass 

x1 =1g 
iron nails x1 = 7g 

 

slate x2 = 
26g, 

concrete x5= 
134g, mortar 

x1= 3g 

C. 2 

flat red tile 
fragments x3 = 93g, 
red CBM fragments 

x52 = 492g, clay 
pipe stem x2 =4g 

green bottle glass 
x5=24, clear container 
glass x7 = 47g, clear 

window glass x7 = 13g 

modern nails x2 
=22g, unidentified 
metal object x3 = 

91g, iron nails x2 = 
18g 

coal x3 =6g 
concrete x3 = 

95g 

C.3 

red CBM fragments 
x31 = 397g, flat red 
tile fragments x3 = 

100g, clay pipe 
stem x3 = 5g 

green bottle glass x5 = 
30g, clear container 
glass x9 = 48g, clear 

window glass x26 = 38g 

scrap iron x2 = 93g, 
iron nails x12 = 80g, 

slag x1 =9g 
coal x2 = 10g 

silver foil = 
1g, slate x2 = 
6g, concrete 

x3 = 20g 

C.4 

red CBM fragments 
x11 =32g, dirty 

yellow CBM 
fragments x3 =13g 

green bottle glass x6 = 
64g, clear window glass 

x28 =41g, degraded 
green bottle glass x2 = 

4g, blue bottle glass x1 = 
7g, clear container glass 

x6 = 37g 

iron nails x7 = 53g, 
scrap iron x9 = 80g, 

slag x1 = 37g 
coal x8 = 16g 

slate x9 = 
73g, half a 
button = 0g 

C.5 
red CBM fragments 

x7 = 333g, clay 
pipe stem x1 = 1g 

clear window glass x7 = 
10g, clear container 

glass x9 = 56g, green 
bottle glass x6 = 16g 

scrap iron x4 =34g, 
iron nails x12 = 93g 

coal x11 = 
58g 

slate x2 = 
15g 

C.6 

flat red tile 
fragments x1 

=124g,  red CBM 
fragments x9 = 
396g, clay pipe 

stem x3 =13g, dirty 
yellow CBM 

fragments x2 = 76g 

clear window glass x9 = 
26g, green bottle glass 
x6 = 27g, base clear 
glass bottle = 215g, 

clear container glass x15 
= 72g, orange bottle 

glass x3 =17g 

iron bolts x2= 75g, 
iron nails x9 = 118g, 
scrap iron x2 = 11g 

coal x5 = 4g 

slate x4 = 
249g, 

concrete x2 = 
159g, mortar 

x5 =18g, 
oyster shell 

x3 =13g 

C.7 

red CBM fragments 
x28 = 204g, curved 
red tile/drain x1 = 
103g, clay pipe 
stem x3 = 9g, 

glazed tile x1 =46g 

degraded green bottle 
base = 98g, clear 

container glass x10 = 
17g, green bottle glass 
x5 = 35g, clear window 

glass x9 = 11g 

modern nails x1 =7g 

coal x5 = 
10g, worked 
limestone x1 

= 62g 

slate x12 = 
487g, mortar 

x2 =37g 

C.8 
red CBM fragments 

x10 = 266g, clay 
pipe stem x3 =7g 

clear container glass x3= 
8g 

scrap iron x1 =6g 
 

oyster shell 
x1 =8g, slate 

x2 = 6g 

C.9 
red CBM fragments 

x3 = 75g 
clear container glass x1 

= 12g    
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Test Pit 
2 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
curved red tile 

fragment x1 = 27g, 
flower? pot x2 = 8g 

clear container 
glass x2 = 10g 

iron nails x19 = 64g, 
modern nails x8 = 
16g, iron bolts x2 = 
31g, scrap iron x5 = 

15g 

coal x5 = 10g 
 

C. 2 
red CBM fragments 

x8 = 83g, burnt CBM? 
x2 = 14g 

clear window glass 
x2 = 3g 

modern nails x2 = 
8g, unidentified 

metal tube object? = 
6g, slag x5 = 50g, 
iron nails x7 = 20g, 
thin metal wire x3 

=2g 

coal x19 = 
75g 

silver foil 
milk bottle lid 
= <1g, slate 
x1 = 12g, 

oyster shell 
fragment x1 

= 2g 

C.3 

clay pipe stem x2 = 
2g, flat black glazed 
tile fragment = 10g, 
red CBM fragments 

x2 = 10g 

clear container 
glass x2 = 8g 

iron nails x7 = 22g 
coal x19 = 

63g 

melted 
plastic = 0g, 
slate x1 =6g 

C.4 

red CBM fragments 
x6 = 27g, clay pipe 
stem x1 = <1g, dirty 

yellow CBM 
fragments x2 = 33g 

clear container 
glass x6 = 14g, 

orange bottle glass 
x1 = 2g, clear 

window glass x1 = 
<1g 

thin small metal 
hoop = 2g, iron nails 
x2 = 18g, slag x3 = 
13g, scrap iron x1 = 

6g 

coal x12 = 
41g  

C.5 
red CBM fragments 

x6 = 84g   
coal x1 =3g 

 

C.6 
  

lump iron x1 = 12g 
  

 
 

Test Pit 5 
Ceramic 

(excluding 
pottery) 

Glass 
Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

C. 1 

slightly curved red tile 
fragments x5 = 59g, 

red CBM fragments x3 
= 3g, , dirty yellow flat 
tile fragments x1 =5g 

   
slate x1 = 

<1g 

C. 2 
red CBM fragments x4 

= 9g  
iron nails x1 =5g 

  

C.3 

curved red tile 
fragments x2 = 60g, 

red CBM fragments x2 
= 2g 

    

C.4 

curved red tile 
fragments x2 = 148g, 

red CBM fragments x1 
= 7g 

  
coal x1 = <1g 

 

C.6 
dirty yellow slightly 
curved tile fragment 

x1=35g 
   

Tesco plastic 
food bag = 
3g, lump of 

tarmac = 38g 

C.7 

red curved drain 
fragments x4 = 537g, 

red CBM fragments x8 
= 30g 

  
coal x2 =5g 
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Test Pit 
8 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM fragments 
x7 = 131g, dirty 

yellow CBM 
fragments x1 = 8g 

clear window 
glass x36 = 128g, 
clear glass bottle 

neck = 11g, 
orange bottle 

glass x1 = 4g, , 
green bottle glass 

x1 =29g, clear 
container glass 

=6g 

thin flat strips of iron 
x2 = 90g, iron nails 
x18 = 218g, thick 

metal wire x2 = 29g, 
scrap iron x4 =25g, 
thick metal wire x2 = 

29g, small square 
metal ‘box’ with 

slatted sides and no 
top = 120g, slag? x1 

= 24g 

coal x10 
=61g 

slate x6 = 141g, 
concrete x3 = 48g 

C. 2 
red CBM fragments 
x4 = 139g, clay pipe 

stem x2 = 4g 

clear window 
glass x20 = 60g, 
clear glass base 

of tumbler? = 
69g, clear 

container glass 
x9 = 28g, green 
bottle glass x6 = 

14g, flat 
degraded glass 

x1 = 4g 

metal stake = 62g, 
scrap iron x1=5g, 
iron nails x3 =34g, 

thin light metal lid? = 
2g 

smooth flat 
grey stone 

= 106g, 
coal x8 = 

17g 

concrete x1 =15g, 
button? = <1g 

C.3 
red CBM fragment 
x1 = 92g, clay pipe 

stem x5 = 14g 

clear window 
glass x9 = 14g, 

green bottle glass 
x4 = 5g, clear 

container glass 
x1 = 1g, 

degraded green 
glass x1 = 5g 

iron bolt x1 = 66g, 
iron nails x1 = 12g, 

thin small strip metal 
(lead?) = 3g 

coal x5 = 
28g 

slate pencil? x1 = 
3g 

C.4 
red brick fragment 

x1 = 130g, red CBM 
fragment x1 = 77g 

clear window 
glass x17 = 45g, 

green bottle glass 
x5 = 9g, clear 

container glass 
x3 = 7g 

iron nails x3 = 42g 
coal x6 = 

12g 
oyster shell 

fragment x1 = 1g 

C.5 

red CBM fragments 
x10 = 600g, curved 

thin red tile? 
fragments x2 = 40g, 

black glazed tile 
fragments x2 =14g, 
clay pipe stem x3 = 

7g 

clear window 
glass x4 = 5g, 

green bottle glass 
x3 =20g 

iron nails x4 = 15g 
coal x2 

=4g 

oyster shell x1 = 
14g, mortar x2 = 

13g 

C.6 
red CBM fragments 

x1 = 35g 

green bottle glass 
x5 = 69g, clear 

window glass x2 
=4g, degraded 

green bottle glass 
x1 = 45g, clear 
container glass 

x1 = 6g 

scrap iron x1 =25g, 
metal button = 4g, 
iron nails x4 =25g 

coal x2 = 
29g 

slate x1 =98g, 
oyster shell x1 

=17g, concrete x2 
=77g, mortar x1 = 

10g 

C.7 

dirty red/brown thin 
(32mm) brick/tile 

fragment? = 488g, 
red CBM fragments 
x2 = 92g, modern 

brick fragment x1 = 
80g, flat red tile 

fragments x1 =56g, 
clay pipe stem x1 

=2g 

green bottle glass 
x9 = 135g 

iron nails x2 = 48g 
coal x3= 

1g 

oyster shell x1 
=13g, mortar x4 = 

8g 
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Test Pit 
11 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM 

fragments x 6 = 
65g 

clear container glass x1 
=5g, clear window glass 

x6 =1 5g 
small metal nail = 2g 

 

slate x4 = 
45g, mortar 

x2 = 17g 

C. 2 

red CBM 
fragments x16 = 
280g, red plastic 
flowerpot x1 = 

<1g 

clear container glass x4 
= 14g, clear window 

glass x4 = 19g 
  

concrete x2 = 
152g, 

asbestos x4 = 
82g, slate x1 

=2g 

C.3 

red CBM 
fragments x7 = 
117g, modern 

drain fragments 
x1 = 94g 

clear window glass x12 
= 27g, clear container 

glass x5 = 20g 

modern metal nail 
=<1g, scrap iron x3 

=39g 
 

asbestos x3 = 
50g, concrete 

x1 =24g, 
white plastic 

= <1g 

C.4 

red CBM 
fragments x4 = 
52g, modern 

black and yellow 
brick fragment = 

94g 

clear container glass x5 
= 32g, green bottle glass 

x2 = 8g, clear window 
glass x8 = 21g, orange 

bottle glass x1 = 5g, 

iron nails x1 =6g, thin 
strip metal folded over 
(use unknown) = 1g 

coal x2 = 
8g 

slate x1= 10g, 
blue Perspex 

=<1g 

C.5 

modern CBM 
fragments x1 = 
45g,  red CBM 
fragments x8 = 

128g 

clear window glass x17 
= 24g, orange bottle 
glass x1 = 10g, clear 
container glass x5 = 

33g, green bottle glass 
x1 = 8g 

slag? x1 = 7g, scrap 
iron x8 = 33g  

concrete x3 = 
232g, small 
red bead = 
<1g, slate 
pencil x1 = 
3g, slate x1 
=22g, white 

Perspex x2 = 
2g 

C.6 
red CBM 

fragments x4 
=156g 

clear container glass x4 
= 8g, orange bottle glass 
x2 =1 5g, clear window 

glass x1 =2g 

iron bolt x1 = 27g, 
scrap iron x1 =2g, thin 

flat strips metal 
(copper?) – use 

unknown x2 = 5g 

coal x1 = 
20g 

slate x1 = 42g 

C.7 

slightly curved 
orangey red tile 
fragments x2 = 

82g, pale 
orangey red 

CBM fragment 
x1 =41g 

   
slate =20g 

 
 

Test Pit 
12 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM fragments 
x1 =3g, clay pipe 
bowl fragment x1 
=<1g, clay pipe 

stem =2g 

clear container 
glass x7 = 19g, 

dark green bottle 
glass x1 =2g, 
clear window 
glass x3 = 3g, 

light green bottle 
glass x2 =3g 

iron nails =11g 
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C. 2 

clay pipe stem x7 = 
14g, red CBM 
fragments x5 = 

11g, clay pipe bowl 
fragment = <1g 

clear container 
glass x4 = 14g, 

green bottle glass 
x4 =6g,  glass 

marble = 8g, clear 
window glass x11 
=11g, blue bottle 

glass x2 = 8g 

iron nails x8 = 49g, slag 
x2 = 20g, scrap iron x2 
= 15g, iron bolts x2 = 

40g 

coal x1 =2g 

blue Perspex 
x1 = 4g, button 

x2 = 0g, 
concrete x2 = 

29g 

C.3 

red CBM fragments 
x3 = 198g, clay 

pipe bowl fragment 
x1 = 1g, clay pipe 

stem x6 = 13g 

green bottle glass 
x1 = 2g, clear 

window glass x9 
= 10g, degraded 
green glass x2 

=2g 

lumps iron x6 = 87g 
  

C.4 

clay pipe stem x2 = 
5g, clay pipe bowl 
fragments x2 = 1g, 

modern CBM 
fragment x1 = 27g 

degraded light 
green bottle glass 

x1 =3g, green 
bottle glass =<1g 

scrap iron x3 = 72g, 
iron nails x1 = 11g, 
metal button = 2g 

coal x8 = 9g 
 

C.5 
clay pipe stem x9 = 
13g, clay pipe bowl 
fragments x6 =3g 

green bottle glass 
x1 = 2g, clear 

window glass x4 
=11g 

metal button = 2g, 
scrap iron x2 =16g, thin 

narrow strip metal 
(lead?) = 4g, iron nails 

x2 =13g 

 
concrete =57g 

 
 
 

Test Pit 
14 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 clay pipe stem =1g 
  

coal x2 
=<1g  

C. 2 
clay pipe stem x1 

=2g 

clear window 
glass x2 = 5g, 
clear container 
glass x1 =2g 

horse shoe = 178g, 
modern nail x1 =3g 

coal x1 = 
13g  

C.3 
red CBM fragments 

x7 = 59g 

clear container 
glass x4 = 10g, 
clear window 

glass x24 = 62g, 
green bottle glass 

x3 = 19g 

modern nails x2 = 
19g, scrap iron x1 
=8g, iron nails x2 
=33g, slag = 13g 

coal x7 = 
28g 

slate x6 = 81g, 
concrete x1 = 13g 

C. 4 

curved red tile 
fragments x1 = 
158g, red CBM 

fragments x2 =145g 

clear window 
glass x 29 = 67g, 
clear container 
glass x3 = 50g 

iron nails x2 = 10g 
coal x11 = 

37g 

slate x3 = 8g, 
mortar x1 =4g, 

concrete x2 =51g 

C. 5 

clay pipe stem x1 
=2g, red CBM 

fragments x12 = 
124g 

clear window 
glass x9 = 34g, 
clear container 
glass x4 = 10g 

slag = 300g 
coal x19 = 

57g 
slate x2 = 5g 

C.6 
clay pipe stem x1 = 

1g, red CBM 
fragments x1 = 5g 

clear window 
glass x16 = 16g, 

green bottle glass 
x3 = 52g, clear 

container glass x1 
= 5g 

lumps of iron x4 
=145g 

coal x2 
=16g  
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C.7 

red brick fragment 
x1 = 240g, clay pipe 

stem x1 =2g, red 
CBM fragments x 4 

= 44g 

green bottle glass 
x4 = 87g 

slag x1 = 198g, 
lump iron x1 = 46g 

coal x7 
=17g  

 
 

Test Pit 
15b 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM 

fragments x2 = 
22g 

clear window glass x10 
= 36g, clear container 
glass x2 = 9g, green 
bottle glass x2 = 10g 

modern nails x1 =2g, 
iron bolt x1 =71g, 

copper? pipe = 44g, 
iron nails x6 = 33g 

 

black plastic 
tube = 8g,  

concrete x1 
=3g 

C. 2 
 

clear window glass x19 
= 25g, light green 

bottle glass x4 = 7g, 
light blue container 
glass =<1g, clear 

container glass x2 = 
13g, dark green bottle 

glass x1 = 8g, pink 
bottle glass x1 = 0g 

iron nails x7 = 88g, 
flat, thin metal hoop = 
<1g, scrap iron x3 =4g 

coal x2 = 
<1g 

melted plastic = 
<1g 

C.3 
red CBM 

fragments x1 = 
1g 

clear window glass x13 
= 19g, light green 

bottle glass x2 =13g, 
clear container glass 
x10 = 25g, orange 

bottle glass x1 =4g, 
degraded green bottle 

glass x1 = 1g 

iron nails x17 = 78g, 
scrap iron x6 = 22g 

coal x5 
=4g, grey 
stone tile? 
fragment 
x1 = 8g 

 

C.4 

clay pipe stem x3 
= 6g, dirty yellow 
CBM fragments 

x4 = 2g, clay pipe 
bowl fragment x2 

= 1g, red CBM 
fragments x3 = 

4g 

clear window glass x2 
= 4g, clear container 
glass x4 = 21g, clear 
window glass x2 = 1g 

iron nails x5 = 16g, 
scrap iron x2 =3g 

coal x1 = 
1g 

slate x1 = 3g 

C.5 

dirty yellow CBM 
fragments x5 

=26g, clay pipe 
stem x5 = 11g, 

red CBM 
fragments x5 = 

31g 

clear window glass x3 
= 4g, clear container 
glass x2 = 15g, green 
bottle glass x2 = 13g, 
clear window glass x1 

= <1g 

scrap iron x9 = 75g, 
slag x1 = 6g, iron nails 

x4 = 36g 

coal x10 = 
8g 

slate x9 = 31g, 
slate with hole 
x1 = 11g, snail 

shell =<1g, 
oyster shell 
fragment x1 
=2g, yellow 

plastic tag x1 = 
1g 

C.6 
 

light green bottle glass 
x1 = 3g 

iron nails x1 = 8g 
 

oyster shell x1 
= 19g 

C.7 
 

degraded green bottle 
glass x2 =13g, green 
bottle glass x4 = 9g 

lumps iron x5 = 160g 
  

C.8 
 

green bottle glass x2 = 
16g, clear window 

glass x1 = <1g, clear 
container glass x2 =3g 

square metal handle = 
51g, scrap iron x3 =1 

4g 
  

C.9 
 

light green bottle glass 
x1 =2g 

lumps iron x5 = 138g, 
iron nails x1 =5g   
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C.10 
clear window 

glass x1 = <1g 

degraded green bottle 
glass x2 = 9g, light 

green bottle glass x1 = 
2g 

scrap iron x2 = 16g 
  

 
 

Test Pit 
15c 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM fragments 
x15 = 98g, clay pipe 

stem x4 = 6g, modern 
CBM fragments x1 

=23g, clay pipe bowl 
fragment x3 = 4g 

clear window glass 
x3 = 3g, clear 

container glass x1 = 
1g, yellow/green 

bottle glass x1 =1g 

part of hose? 
joining with tap? = 
135g, small chain 
links = 14g, iron 
nails x5 = 56g,  

scrap iron x5 = 10g 

coal x15 = 
10g 

mortar x1 =5g, 
slate x5 = 13g, 
concrete x4 = 

17g 

C. 2 
clay pipe stem 7 = 

13g, red CBM 
fragments x8 = 102g 

green bottle glass x2 
= 10g, clear 

container glass x11 
=48g, clear glass 
‘bead’ with hole at 
bottom only = 5g, 

clear window glass 
x1 =1g 

scrap iron x3 = 
108g, iron nails x10 

= 56g, thin flat 
narrow strip of 

twisted metal = 2g, 
metal ring pull = 2g 

coal x5 = 
4g 

slate x1 =2g,  
half a button = 
1g, cloth = <1g, 
concrete x1 = 

5g 

C.3 
red CBM fragments 
x10 = 56g, clay pipe 

stem x10 = 18g 

clear container glass 
x10 = 40g, clear 

window glass x12 = 
21g 

iron nails x9 = 64g, 
folded thin sheet 
metal = 36g,  iron 
bolt = 67g, scrap 

iron x2 = 17g 

coal x4 
=6g 

slate x2 =22g, 
concrete x1 = 

16g 

C.4 
clay pipe stem x3 = 

9g, red CBM 
fragments x7 =25g 

clear container glass 
x1 = 3g,  light green 
bottle glass x1 = 1g, 

iron nails x2 = 19g 
coal x4 = 

4g 

slate pencil x1 
=3g, slate x1 

=5g, oyster shell 
fragments x1 = 

<1g 

C.6 
clay pipe stem x3 = 

4g, red CBM 
fragments x4 = 23g 

old glass x1 = 4g 
iron nails x2 = 44g, 
scrap iron x3 = 22g 

coal x5 = 
16g 

oyster shell x1 = 
8g,  mortar x2 = 

12g 

C.7 
red CBM fragments 
x2 = 2g, clay pipe 

stem x1 =2g 
  

coal x1 
=23g  

C.8 

red CBM fragments 
x1 =4g, dirty yellow 
CBM fragment x1 = 

9g 
    

 
 

Test Pit 
46 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

No 
Context  

clear window glass 
x1 = 8g 

Iron nails x7 = 19g, 
modern nails x11 = 

74g, scrap metal = 15g, 
flat plates of metal with 
nails through them x2 = 

91g, chunky metal 
‘buckle’ = 126g, thin 

metal shoe template? 
s10 = 513g, metal 

rectangular casts?? x1 
= 1511g and x1 = 

1622g, metal hinge 
bracket = 106g 
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C. 2 
  

modern nails x5 = 12g, 
iron nails x7 =29g, flat 
plate metal with nails 

through it = 78g, scrap 
iron x1 =3g 

  

C.3 
 

clear container 
glass x1 =4g 

iron nails x2 = 15g, 
modern nails x3 = 6g, 

sheet metal = 42g 

coal x1 
=2g  

C.4 
 

clear container 
glass x1 = 12g 

sheet metal = 31g, iron 
nails x4 = 8g, modern 
screw x1 =4g, modern 

nails x1 =2g 
  

C.5 
 

clear window glass 
x1 =1g 

iron nails x2 = 4g 
 

slate x1 = 1g 

C.7 
  

iron nail = <1g 
  

 
 

Test 
Pit 49 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM 
fragments x9 = 
54g, clay pipe 
stem x1 = <1g, 
modern CBM 

fragments x1 = 
48g 

clear container glass 
x17 = 104g, clear 
window glass x4 = 
8g, orange bottle 

glass x1 = 6g 

slag x1 = 49g, iron nails 
x12 = 44g, scrap metal x7 

= 17g 

coal x2 
=17g, 
black 

stone?? 
cube = 7g 

slate x8 = 80g, 
slightly melted 

red plastic = 2g, 
concrete x5 = 

120g 

C. 2 

red CBM 
fragments x22 = 
782g, orange/red 
brick fragment = 

1004g, dirty 
yellow CBM 

fragments x3 = 
28g 

clear container glass 
x118 = 725g, base 
clear glass tumbler 
= 70g, clear glass 
base bottle “Heinz 

Great Britain 202” = 
46g, clear window 
glass x23 = 49g, 

orange bottle glass 
(including neck) x2 
= 41g, green bottle 

glass x2 = 6g, 
degraded green 
bottle glass x1 = 
11g, clear glass 

tube fragments x6 = 
13g (one with 2 

protruding wires), 
blue bottle glass x1 

= 2g 

iron nails x22 = 101g, 
large iron nails x2 = 55g, 
iron bolt x1 =39g, metal 

wire x6 = 9g, silver metal 
screw top bottle lid = 13g, 

empty metal tube 
(substance unknown) = 

9g, thin sheets metal 
(folded and dented) x2 = 
33g, metal foil wrapper = 
2g, plastic and metal part 
of a plug/socket? = 63g, 

scrap iron x11 = 19g, 
handle part of key? = 4g, 

modern nails x2 =13g, thin 
flat strip metal with small 
holes along its length = 
6g, ring pull = <1g, thin 
small metal hoop = <1g, 
flat small metal disc with 
small hole in centre = 1g 

coal x5 = 
19g 

concrete x14 = 
428g, slate x12 
= 145g, green 
plastic modern 
large button = 

4g, plastic 
comb = 2g, 

plastic wrapper 
= <1g, leather? 

= 13g, red 
melted plastic = 

2g 

C.3 

clay pipe stem x4 
= 8g, red CBM 
fragments x4 = 

42g 

clear container glass 
x13 = 72g,  clear 

window glass x7 = 
9g 

thin metal wire = 3g, large 
iron nails x1 = 21g   

C.4 

red CBM 
fragments x11 = 
116g, clay pipe 
stem x3 = 9g 

green bottle glass 
x3 = 18g, clear 

container glass x39 
= 241g, clear 

window glass x8 = 
13g, clear glass 

bottle rim and partial 
neck = 25g 

plate of iron = 324g, large 
thin metal stakes x2 = 

31g, silver foil milk bottle 
lids x2 = <1g, metal button 

= 3g, iron bolt x1 = 37g, 
modern screw x1 = 12g, 
metal wire with yellow 

plastic cover =<1g, iron 
nails x8 = 25g, twisted 
metal wire = 11g, scrap 

iron x14 = 31g 

coal x4 
=29g 

sheet melted 
plastic = 56g, 

part of battery = 
2g, melted 

plastic x1 = 4g, 
partially burnt 
newspaper = 
<1g,  slate x2 

=33g 
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C.5 

red CBM 
fragments x22 = 
366g, clay pipe 

stem x1 = 1g, clay 
pipe bowl 

fragment x1 = 1g 

clear container glass 
x6 = 33g, pink bottle 
glass x1 = 8g, clear 
window glass x10 = 

25g, green bottle 
glass x3 =8g, 

orange bottle glass 
x1 = 6g 

iron nails x6 =111g, part of 
a valve?? = 2g 

coal x15 
=12g 

slate x5 = 31g 

C.6 

red CBM 
fragments x8 = 

172g, flat red tile 
fragment x1 = 
48g, clay pipe 
stem x8 = 15g 

clear container glass 
x7 = 31g, clear 

glass bottle neck = 
19g, clear window 
glass x14 =56g, 

green bottle glass 
x3 =35g 

scrap iron x14 = 90g, 
silver foil milk bottle top = 

0g, iron nails x5 = 62g 

coal x14 
= 34g 

slate x3 = 20g 

C.7 

red CBM 
fragments x20 = 
318g, clay pipe 
stem x13 = 31g 

clear window glass 
x6 = 12g,  green 

bottle glass x1 = 2g, 
clear container glass 

x3 = 8g 

iron nails x6 = 71g, metal 
button = 3g, scrap iron x3 

= 27g 

coal x4 = 
31g 

slate x5 = 103g 

C.8 

red CBM 
fragments x15 = 
452g, clay pipe 

stem x8 = 9g, dirty 
yellow CBM 

fragments x6 = 
30g 

clear container glass 
x1 = 1g, degraded 
green bottle glass 

x1 =5g 

lumps iron x14 = 163g, 
metal button? = 2g 

coal x11 
= 18g  

C.9 

flat pink/yellow tile 
fragments x1 = 
314g, red CBM 
fragments x4 = 
82g, flat red tile 
fragments x1 

=28g, dirty yellow 
CBM fragments 
x3 = 18g, clay 

pipe stem x3 = 5g 

 
lumps iron x2 = 52g 

coal = 
<1g  

 
 
 

Test Pit 
51 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM fragments 

x26 = 237g 

clear window 
glass x5 = 8g, 
clear container 
glass x2 = 7g, 

dark red 
container glass 

x1 = 2g 

modern nails x1 = 
16g, aluminium 

metal plant tag = 
1g, slag x1 = 6g, 

thin strip metal = 3g 

coal x2 = 4g 

slate x4 = 68g, 
mortar x2 = 70g,  

concrete x3 = 
47g 

C. 2 

red CBM fragments 
x6 = 5g, grey stone 
brick fragment x1= 
347g, flat red tile 

fragments x1 = 84g, 
dirty yellow CBM 

fragments x1 = 15g 

clear container 
glass x2 = 9g, 
lump melted 

glass = 16g, clear 
window glass x2 

= 3g 

iron nails x1 = 3g, 
thin flat strip metal 
with nail through 
one end = 10g 

coal x8 = 16g 
slate x2 = 30g, 
black plastic x3 

= 6g 
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C.3 

red CBM fragments 
x48 = 217g, red 

brick fragment x1 = 
178g 

clear window 
glass x5 = 8g, 

light green bottle 
glass x1 = 5g, 
clear container 
glass x2 = 5g, 
blue container 
glass x2 =25g 

iron nails x2 = 17g, 
curved flat thin strip 
of metal = 8g, small 
lump of silver metal 

= 2g 

coal x12 = 
19g 

slate x1 = 2g, 
white Perspex x1 

= <1g 

C.4 
red CBM fragments 

x5 = 17g 
clear container 
glass x2 = 2g 

scrap iron x3 = 10g 
 

lump of concrete 
x1 = 401g, slate 

x1 = 5g 

C.5 
red CBM fragments 

x1 = 23g  
twisted thin metal 

wire = <1g 
coal x1 = 8g 

 

 
 

Test Pit 
52 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM fragments 

x3 = 19g   

flat thin 
grey stone 
tile? x1 = 

13g 

slate x1 = 18g, 
mortar x2 = 12g 

C. 2 

red CBM fragments 
x4 = 19g, clay pipe 

bowl fragments x1 = 
<1g 

light green bottle 
glass x1 = 7g, clear 
container glass x2 

=5g 

iron nails x2 = 
21g 

coal x1 =0g 

slate x2 =3g, shell 
x2 = <1g,  mortar 
x1 = 1g, oyster 

shell fragments x1 
= <1g 

C.3 

modern tile 
fragments x1 = 90g, 
red CBM fragments 

x7 = 46g 

degraded bottle 
glass x1 = 8g, clear 
window glass x8 = 

7g, green bottle 
glass x5 =22g, clear 
container glass x1 = 
2g, blue bottle glass 

x1 = 1g 

modern nails x1 = 
3g, metal top of 
bottle?  = <1g, 
iron nails x3 = 

26g 

coal x6 =5g 
slate x6 =20g, 

mortar x2 = 17g 

C.6 

clay pipe bowl 
fragment x1 =2g, red 
CBM fragments x1 = 
<1g, modern brick 

fragment x1 = 142g 

  
coal x1 = 

2g 
slate x2 = 48g 

 
 

Test Pit 
53 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
modern brick fragment 
x1 = 156g, red CBM 
fragments x3 = 50g 

clear container 
glass x1 = 4g, clear 
window glass x8 = 
20g, green bottle 

glass x1 =25g 

slag x1 = 11g, iron 
nails x3 = 32g 

coal x1 = 
2g 

red plastic x2 
= 3g 

C. 2 

red CBM fragments x7 
= 101g, modern drain 
fragments x7 = 40g, 
clay pipe stem x1 = 

<1g 

clear container 
glass x4 =14g, 

green bottle glass 
x1 =5g, degraded 
light green bottle 

glass x1 = 4g, clear 
window glass x5 = 
6g, blue container 

glass x1 =2g 

iron nails x3 = 78g, 
slag? x2 = 338g 

coal x8 = 
91g 

small fragment 
of CD = <1g 
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Test 
Pit 54 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

C. 1 

dirty yellow CBM 
fragments x1 = 68g, 
red CBM fragments 

x3 = 12g 
  

purple 
granite/quartz/marble? 

rock x2 = 52g 

concrete x2 = 
14g 

C.2 
red CBM fragments 

x6 = 39g 

clear 
container 

glass x1 = 2g 

iron nails x1 
=4g 

purple 
granite/marble/quartz? 

rock x1= 20g 

slate x1 =5g, 
concrete x1 = 

26g 

C.3 
red CBM fragments 

x5 = 72g 

light green 
degraded 

bottle glass 
x1 = 6g, 

green bottle 
glass x1 = 3g 

small metal 
button = 2g, 

scrap iron x3 = 
23g, iron nails 
x2 =5g, iron 

bolt? x1 =25g 

 
concrete x2 = 

10g 

C.4 

red brick fragments 
x1 = 1064g, red 

CBM fragments x28 
= 250g, clay pipe 

stem x2 = 6g 

green bottle 
glass x1 = 
7g, clear 
container 

glass x1 = 2g 

iron nails x2 = 
21g 

purple 
granite/marble/quartz? 
rock fragment x1 = 62g, 
coal x6 = 5g, grey stone 

tile fragments? x2 = 155g 

 

C.5 
red CBM fragments 
x5 = 22g, clay pipe 

stem x1 =3g 
 

iron nails x3 = 
53g, scrap iron 

x2 =3g 
coal x4 =8g slate x1 = <1g 

C.6 

red CBM fragments 
x4 = 220g, complete 

red brick with 
remnants of mortar 

= 2000g plus 
(245x110x65mm) 

light green 
degraded 

bottle glass 
x1= 10g 

 
coal x6 = 18g, grey flat 

stone tile x1 =266g 
slate x3 = 34g, 
mortar x6 = 51g 

C.7 
red CBM fragments 

x2 = 112g   
coal x7 = 5g 

slate x4 = 339g, 
mortar/plaster 

x5 = 14g 

 
 

Test Pit 
55 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM fragments 
x4 = 28g, dirty yellow 
CBM fragments x1 

=3g 

clear window glass 
x1 = <1g 

lump folded strip 
metal (lead?) = 51g, 
slag x1 =26g, iron 

nails x2 = 11g 

coal x3 = 
8g 

concrete x2= 
28g 

C. 2 
red CBM fragments 

x5 = 35g 
clear window glass 

x4 = 11g 
iron bolt x1 = 56g 

coal x1= 
<1g 

slate x1 = 1g, 
concrete x1 = 

13g 

C.3 

red CBM fragments 
x12 = 83g, clay pipe 

stem x4 = 7g, 
modern CBM 

fragment x1 =49g 

clear container glass 
x1 =2g, clear 

window glass x4 
=7g, green bottle 

glass x3 = 7g 

slag x2 = 219g, 
scrap iron x3 = 

106g, lump metal 
(lead?) = 25g, thin 

flat strip metal 
(folded and bent) = 

5g 

coal x1 = 
18g 

slate x3 =4g, 
mortar x1 = 

10g, plaster? x1 
=2g, concrete 

x2 =5g 

C.4 
red brick fragment x1 

= 651g, red CBM 
fragment x7 = 129g 

clear container glass 
x2 = 5g, clear 

window glass x2 
=5g 

slag x17 = 1057g, 
iron nails x5 =25g, 

lumps iron x6 =211g 

coal x7 
=19g 

oyster shell 
fragment x1 

=0g 
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C.5 

clay pipe stem x1 
=2g, red CBM 

fragments x6 = 42g, 
clay pipe bowl 

fragments x3 = 5g 

clear window glass 
x2 = 3g 

slag x11 = 394g, 
iron bolt x1 = 48g, 

lumps iron x2 = 87g, 
iron nails x1 = 6g 

 
slate x1 =19g 

C.6 
clay pipe stem x2 = 

4g, red CBM 
fragments x1 =6g 

 
slag x1 = 43g 

  

 

13.3.2 Kibworth Beauchamp Finds List  

 

Test Pit 
13 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
dirty yellow CBM 

fragments x2 = 21g   
coal x2 = 43g 

 

C. 2 
red CBM fragments 

x6= 14g 
green bottle glass 

x1 =2g 
slag x3 = 17g coal x4 = 9g 

 

C.3 
red CBM fragments 

x2 = 5g  
slag x1 = 57g 

 

plastic 
wrapper = 

<1g 

C.4 
red CBM fragments 

x4 = 11g   
coal x3 =5g 

 

C.5 
dirty yellow/black 

CBM fragments x2 
=24g 

  

flat yellow 
limestone tile 
x7 = 2722g, 
coal x4 = 5g 

 

Extra 
Context:    

flat yellow 
limestone tiles 

x7 = 966g 
 

 
 

Test Pit 
16 

Ceramic (excluding 
pottery) 

Glass 
Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

No 
context 

Red CBM fragments x17 
= 396g   

coal x2 
=4g 

mortar? x4 = 
10g, oyster shell 

x6 = 23g 

C.1 

black inside red outside 
brick fragment x1 = 95g, 
red CBM fragments x7 = 
29g, clay pipe stem x1 

=2g 

clear window glass 
x2 =<1g  

coal x1 
=2g 

slate x3 = 20g, 
concrete x6 = 
21g, marble 

fragments x7 = 
20g, yellow 

plastic tag = <1g 

C. 2 

red CBM fragments x44 = 
405g, red brick fragments 
x1 =142g, clay pipe stem 

x2 = 6g 

clear window glass 
x10 = 16g, green 

bottle glass x2 
=5g, clear 

container glass x1 
=2g 

iron nails x9 = 
37g, modern nails 
x1 =12g,  metal 

clasp with teeth = 
3g, unidentified 

metal object = 1g, 
metal wire = 18g, 
metal mesh = <1g 

coal x8 = 
10g 

handle part of 
key? = 3g, slate 

x8 = 88g, 
concrete x2 = 

91g, oyster shell 
fragment x1 = 

<1g 
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C.3 

flat red tile fragments x1 = 
39g, red CBM fragments 

x21 = 142g, clay pipe 
stem x1 =2g, clay pipe 
bowl fragments x1 = 4g 

clear window glass 
x2 =3g  

coal x6 = 
7g,, grey 
stone tile 
x1 =9g 

slate x2 = 0g, 
oyster shell x1 = 

<1g 

C.4 
red CBM fragments x51 = 
287g, clay pipe stem x2 = 

2g 

clear window glass 
x2 = 1g 

iron nails x2 = 9g, 
red CBM with slag 

attached = 6g, 
scrap iron x1 =7g 

coal x1 
=2g 

slate x3 = 17g 

C.5 

red brick fragments x1 = 
476g, red CBM fragments 

x43 = 474g, flat red tile 
fragment x2 = 58g, flat 
red tile fragment with 

glaze = 54g, flower? pot 
x2 = 7g, burnt CBM 

(vitrified??) = 49g, tile 
fragment with glaze = 3g 

degraded green 
glass x1 = 2g  

coal x6 
=5g 

slate x7 = 61g, 
oyster shell x1 = 
11g, mortar? x9 

= 61g 

C.6 

red CBM fragments x49 = 
610g, dirty yellow CBM 
fragments x1 = 13g, flat 
red tile fragments x2 = 
75g, clay pipe stem x1 

=4g 

 
iron nails x1 =3g 

coal x7 = 
6g 

slate x10 = 26g, 
oyster shell x2 = 
6g, mortar? x2 = 

25g 

C.7 
red CBM fragments x27 = 
176g,  clay pipe bowl x1 = 

8g 
  

coal x1 = 
<1g 

oyster shell x2 = 
12g, mortar x3 

=14g 

C.8 

red CBM fragments x28 = 
221g, black inside red 
outside brick fragment  

=101g, clay pipe stem x1 
= 1g 

 
iron nails x2 = 30g 

coal x2 
=3g 

slate x1 =6g, 
mortar x1 =32g 

C.9 clay pipe stem x1 = 3g 

degraded green 
glass x2 =11g, 
clear container 
glass x1 = <1g 

   

C.10 
red CBM fragments x4 = 

80g 
green bottle glass 

x1 = 2g 
slag x1 = 7g 

coal x1 = 
1g 

mortar? x2 
=35g, oyster 
shell x1 = 8g 

 
 

Test Pit 
17 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM fragments 
x2 = 16g, yellow 

CBM fragments x2 
= 9g 

  
coal x2 = 

<1g  

C. 2 
red CBM fragments 

x1 = 4g 
dark green bottle 

glass x1 =5g  
coal x19 = 

27g 
slate x1 = 4g 

C.3 
red CBM fragments 
x2 = 2g, clay pipe 

stem x1 = 1g 

clear window glass 
x1 = <1g 

iron nails x1 = 2g,  
folded flat strip iron 

= 31g 

coal x8 = 
10g  

C.4 

yellow CBM 
fragments x1 = 2g, 
red CBM fragments 

x2 =<1g 
  

coal x2 = 
2g  
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Test Pit 
18 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM fragments 

x3 = 7g  

metal screwdriver with 
yellow plastic handle = 
7g, iron nails x2 = 22g 

coal x1= 2g 

yellow plastic 
handle for 

screwdriver x2 
=2g 

C. 2 
  

iron nails x2 = 3g, 
modern nail x1 = 4g   

C.3 
red CBM fragments 

x2 = 2g 
clear window 
glass x2 = 5g  

flat yellow 
limestone tiles 

with small 
amounts of 
mortar still 

attached x2 = 
214g 

 

C.4 
 

clear container 
glass x1 = 1g 

iron nails x1 = 3g 
  

C.5 
red CBM fragments 

x3 = 2g 
orange bottle 
glass x1 =3g  

coal x9 = 4g 
 

C.6 
red CBM fragments 
x1 = 11g, clay pipe 

stem x1 = <1g 
 

lump unidentified 
metal?? = 42g   

C.7 
 

clear container 
glass x1 = <1g, 
degraded green 
bottle glass x1 

= 2g 

   

C.9 

red CBM fragments 
x1 = 13g, dirty 

yellow brick 
fragments x1 = 79g 

    

 
 

Test Pit 
19 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM 
fragments x27 = 
212g, modern 

CBM fragments x2 
= 6g 

clear container 
glass x2 = 3g, clear 
window glass x11 = 

16g, blue glass 
blob = 1g, clear 

window glass x11 = 
16g 

lumps scrap iron x2 = 
170g, coin ‘one penny’ 
dated 1971 = 3g, iron 

nails x3 = 27g, modern 
screws x2 = 6g, lumps 
scrap iron x2 = 170g, 
modern nails x2 = 5g, 

metal fixing = 3g 

 

white plastic = 
<1g, concrete x1 

= 10g, pink 
plastic = <1g 

C. 2 

red brick fragments 
x2 = 198g, flat red 
tile fragments x1 = 
36g, curved red tile 

fragments x1 
=24g, red CBM 
fragments x4 = 
125g,  modern 
CBM x1 = 25g 

clear container 
glass x2 = 11g, 

clear window glass 
x15 = 29g, green 
bottle glass x2 = 
11g, clear glass 

blob = 3g 

metal hinge = 54g, 
modern nails x2 = 9g, 
scrap iron x3= 65g, 
bent or nail = 13g, 
modern screws x1 

=4g, large iron nails x1 
= 28g, iron nails x1 

=3g 

coal x2 = 
17g 

black Lego brick 
= 5g, slate 

pencil x1 =2g, 
melted blue 

plastic = 1g, flat 
strip white 

plastic tag = 2g, 
concrete x1 
=21g, green 

plastic x1 =2g 
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C.3 

red CBM 
fragments x4 = 

36g, slightly curved 
red tile fragment x1 

= 27g 

clear window glass 
x17 = 43g, green 
bottle glass x1 = 

5g, red bottle glass 
x1 = 6g, glass 

marble = 5g, clear 
container glass x2 

=4g, light green 
bottle glass x2 = 7g 

iron nails x2 =22g, 
modern nail x1 = 7g, 

part thick iron 
bolt/stake = 48g, small 
flat round metal disc? 
= 2g, slag? x1 =2g, 
scrap iron x2 = 2g 

coal x6 = 
12g, 

clay/stone 
small round 

ball = 3g 

melted plastic = 
3g, slate x1 =3g, 
blue plastic strip 

= <1g, plastic 
plant tag with 

handwriting x2 = 
<1g, concrete x2 

= 60g 

C.4 

flat red tile 
fragments x8 = 
597g, slightly 
curved red tile 
fragments x1 = 
110g,  red CBM 
fragments x10 = 

22g, red tile 
fragments with ‘lip’ 

along top = 54g 

clear window glass 
x82 = 116g, clear 

container glass x11 
= 11g, orange 

bottle glass x1 =2g 

large iron bolts x3 = 
178g, small iron bolts 

x4 = 65g, iron nails x11 
= 38g, scrap iron x1 = 

10g 

coal x7 = 
14g 

slate x2 = 8g, 
plastic plant tag 
= 0g, asbestos = 

7g, melted 
plastic x1 = <1g, 

concrete x2 = 
11g, black 

plastic tube = 3g 

C.5 

flat red tile 
fragments x5 = 

250g, curved red 
tile fragments x2 = 

60g, red CBM 
fragments x9 = 
94g, clay pipe 

stem x1 =3g, , dirty 
yellow CBM 

fragments x2 = 
100g, modern 

CBM fragments x1 
= 22g 

clear window glass 
x4 = 5g 

large iron bolts x2 = 
180g, lump iron x3 = 
145g, iron nails x5 = 

19g 
 

slate x1 =13g, 
concrete x2 = 

17g 

 
 

Test Pit 
20 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM fragments 
x6 =111g, modern 
flat tile x1 = 11g 

top half clear 
glass bottle = 

31g, light green 
bottle glass x1 

=2g, green glass 
marble = 5g, 
clear window 

glass x11 =34g 

modern nails x7 = 80g, 
scrap iron x3 = 4g 

coal x3 = 
7g 

slate x4 = 18g 

C. 2 
clay pipe stem x1 

=2g 

clear window 
glass x18 = 36g, 
clear container 
glass x5 = 10g, 
glass tube? with 
two small thin 

wires protruding 
= 6g 

metal hoop = 27g, iron 
bolt x1 = 33g, modern 

nails x1 = 7g, iron stake = 
54g, iron nails x 74 = 

344g, modern screw x1 = 
6g, scrap iron x9 = 78g, 
thin strips metal (lead?) 

x2 = 17g 

coal x5 = 
24g 

slate x6 = 23g, 
concrete x1 

=80g, part of a 
battery? = 2g 

C. 3 
clay pipe stem x4 = 

6g, red CBM 
fragments x2 = 36g 

clear window 
glass x11 =24g, 
clear container 

glass x10 = 27g, 
green bottle 

glass x1 = 4g 

large L shaped metal 
object = 449g, iron nails 

x76 = 326g, modern 
screws x5 = 40g,  large 

iron bolts x6 = 204g, 
scrap iron x2 = 99g, 

metal valve? = 4g, thin 
flat metal (lead?) strip = 

31g 

coal x3 = 
<1g 

slate x11 = 
187g 
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C.4 
clay pipe stem x1 = 

3g 

clear window 
glass x2 =5g, 

light green bottle 
glass x1 = 1g, 
clear container 
glass x1= 6g 

iron bolt x2 = 43g, iron 
nails x11 = 31g, scrap 

iron x5 = 19g 

coal x1 = 
<1g 

slate x5 = 30g, 

C.5 
clay pipe stem x1 

=2g, red CBM 
fragments x1 = 7g 

clear container 
glass x2 =2g, 
clear window 

glass x7 = 11g 

iron nails x2 =5g, modern 
screw x1 =5g 

coal x5 = 
8g 

slate x3 = 21g 

C.6 
 

clear window 
glass x4 = 6g 

iron nails x1 =4g 
coal x3 = 

5g 
concrete x1 

=5g 

C.7 
   

yellow flat 
limestone 
tile? = 65g 

 

 
 

Test Pit 
22 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 2 
thick red tile fragments 

x2 = 183g, red CBM 
fragments x3 = 83g 

 
large iron bolt x1 = 

108g   

C.3 

flat red tile fragments x3 
= 161g, very slightly 

curved red tile fragments 
x2 = 143g, red CBM 
fragments x12 = 68g 

clear container 
glass x3 = 7g, 
clear window 

glass x1 = <1g 

small iron bolt x1 = 
28g, iron nails x1 = 

5g 
coal = <1g 

slate x3 = 
148g 

C.4 

red CBM fragments x34 
= 248g, flat red tile 

fragments x1 = 15g, 
reddish/grey brick 

fragment x1 = 116g 

 
small iron nails x1 

=2g  
slate with 
hole = 59g 

C.5 
red CBM fragments x1 = 

<1g   
coal x2 = 

2g  

C.6 
red CBM fragments x9 

=15g     

 
 

Test Pit 
23 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

C. 1 

dirty yellow CBM 
fragments x2 =21g, 
red CBM fragments 

x3 = 6g 

clear window 
glass x3 = 2g 

metal curtain 
hook = 2g, small 
round head iron 

nails =2g 

coal x7 = 
22g 

slate x3 = 23g, plastic 
lolly stick = <1g, part of 
yellow plastic peg? = 

<1g, oyster shell 
fragments x1 = <1g 

C. 2 

red CBM fragments 
x21 = 169g, yellow 
CBM fragments x2 
= 11g, flower pot 
x1 = 7g, pot/clay 

pipe bowl fragment 
x1 = 1g 

clear container 
glass x1 =3g, 

blob melted glass 
= <1g 

modern valve? 
component = 2g, 

silver foil lid = 
<1g, iron nails x2 

= 3g 

coal x13 = 
30g 

slate x3 = 9g, flat strip 
red plastic folded in half 
= 4g, green corner food 
wrapper “29p” = <1g, 
strip of white plastic 

wrapper = <1g, black 
wool/cotton = <1g, 

orange plastic wrapper 
= <1g 
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C.3 

red CBM fragments 
x41 = 253g, dirty 

yellow CBM 
fragments x3 = 57g 

clear window 
glass x1 = <1g 

slag x3 = 55g, 
iron nails x2 = 

19g 

coal x12 = 
13g 

slate x2 = 11g, 
concrete/mortar x3 = 
37g, mortar x2 = 4g 

C.4 

modern dark red 
brick fragment = 
223g, red CBM 
fragments x17 = 

32g 

 
lumps iron x2 = 

9g 
coal x2 

=2g 
slate x3 =7g 

C.5 
red CBM fragments 

=1g 

degraded light 
green bottle glass 

=2g 
 

coal  =2g 
 

C.6 
 

clear window 
glass =1g    

 
 

Test Pit 
24 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM fragments 

=18g   
coal =2g concrete =10g 

C. 2 
red CBM fragments x5 

=34g  
iron nails x3 =12g 

 
concrete x1 =250g, 
mortar? x1 = 28g 

C.3 
dirty yellow CBM 

fragments x1 = 66g, red 
CBM fragments x3 = 5g 

 
iron nails -7g 

  

C.4-5 

modern black/grey tile 
x5 = 294g, modern red 

CBM fragments x1 = 6g, 
dirty yellow CBM 
fragments x1 =6g 

 
iron nails x1 = 5g 

 
modern white 

plaster x1 = 4g 

 
 

Test Pit 
25 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

modern tile fragments 
x1 = 248g, flat red tile 
fragments x4 = 172g, 
red CBM fragments 
x28 = 336g, modern 
tile fragment x1 = 9g 

clear container 
glass x2 = 11g, 
clear window 

glass x4 = 30g, 
light green bottle 
glass x2 = 13g 

iron nails x36 = 212g, 
iron bolts x3= 61g, slag 
x1 = 23g, lump metal = 

32g 
  

C. 2 
red CBM fragments x2 

= 143g 
clear container 
glass x11 = 13g  

coal x1 = 
12g, small 

stone round 
ball = 2g 

concrete x1 
=24g 

C.3 

red CBM fragments 
x20 = 233g, dirty 

yellow CBM fragments 
x3 = 31g, half clay 
pipe stem x1 = <1g 

clear container 
glass x5 = 17g, 
clear window 
glass x2 = 2g 

large iron bolt = 158g, 
small flat metal disc 

with hole in centre = 5g, 
iron nails x2 = 3g, metal 
screw x1 = 10g, slag? 
x1 = 10g, scrap iron x2 

= 14g 

 
slate x2 

=5g 

C.4 
red CBM fragments x1 
= <1g, clay pipe stem 

=<1g 

clear window 
glass x1 = <1g, 
clear container 
glass x1 = 20g 

iron nails x1 = 8g, slag 
x2 = 13g  

slate x1 = 
18g 
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C.5 
 

clear container 
glass x1 = 3g  

coal =<1g 
 

 
 

Test Pit 
48 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
   

coal x2 =3g grey plastic =<1g 

C.2 
red CBM fragments 

x5 =2g 
clear container 
glass x2 =2g  

coal x12 
=6g 

slate x4 =4g 

C.3 
red CBM fragments 

x6 =2g  
iron nails =2g 

 
slate x2 =27g 

C.5 
   

coal =<1g 
 

 
 

Test Pit 
50 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

yellow CBM 
fragments x3 = 19g, 
red CBM fragments 

x23 = 65g 

clear window 
glass x6 = 8g, 
clear container 
glass x6 = 15g, 

dark green bottle 
glass x1 =4g 

iron nails x11 = 40g, 
metal button = 1g, metal 

spring from peg =2g, 
metal valve? = 5g, iron 

bolt x1  =32g 

coal = 2g concrete =9g 

C.2 
red CBM fragments 

x17 = 95g 

clear container 
glass x9 = 27g, 

light green bottle 
glass x1 =2g 

metal button =2g, part 
metal safety pin = <1g, 
part of thin small metal 
(copper?) tube x3 = 2g, 

iron nails x13 =32g, 
scrap iron x6 =15g, 

metal button x1 = <1g 

coal x1 
=1g 

clear plastic 
wrapper = <1, 

red plastic 
wire covering 

= 1g,, red 
melted plastic 

= <1g 

C.3 

flat red tile fragment 
x1 = 52g, red CBM 

fragments x27 = 
121g, clay pipe stem 

x1 = 3g 

clear container 
glass x8 = 30g, 
clear window 
glass x2 = 4g, 

light green bottle 
glass x1 = 4g 

scrap iron x4 =111g, iron 
nails x2 = 4g, small 
square broach face 
decorated with fake 

jewels  = 5g, thin round 
metal wire curved into 

circle = 3g 

small 
round 

stone ball 
= 6g 

white plastic 
bag material? 

x4 = 3g, 
polystyrene = 
<1g, leather = 

<1g 

C.4 
red CBM fragments 
x24 = 94g, yellow 

CBM fragments =4 

clear container 
glass x2 =9g, 
clear window 
glass x4 =5g 

iron nails x2 =7g, iron 
bolts x2 =48g, lumps of 

iron x2 =12g 
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13.3.3 Smeeton Westerby Finds List  

 

Test 
Pit 30 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM 
fragments x28 = 
297g, flat red tile 
fragments x3 = 
309g, modern 

black brick 
fragments x1 = 

82g 

clear container glass 
x13 = 62g, green 
bottle glass x3 = 

15g, clear window 
glass x10 = 92g, 

orange bottle glass 
x1 = 29g 

slag x1 = 80g, iron 
bolt = 63g, metal 

spring from a peg = 
3g, flat metal ring = 
3g, iron nails x1 = 

8g 

coal =22g 

grey flat plastic = 
1g, white plastic 
‘Alan’ key = 2g, 
yellow plastic x1 
=2g, red plastic = 
1g, concrete x2 = 
10g,  slate pencil 

x1 = 4g 

C. 2 
red CBM 

fragments x10 = 
411g 

clear window glass 
x20 = 98g, base 
clear glass of a 
tumbler = 82g, 

green bottle glass 
x2 = 13g, clear 

container glass x13 
= 33g 

flat metal disc with 
holes thru it = 38g, 
thin metal folded 

sheet = 3g 

coal x3 = 4g, 
iron nails x5 = 

47g 

pinky white 
mortar/plaster? 

C.3 

flat red tile 
fragment x1 = 96g, 

yellow CBM 
fragments x1 = 

63g 

clear window glass 
x10 = 16g, light 

green bottle glass 
x1 = 15g,  clear 

container glass x4 = 
9g 

slag x1 =18g, iron 
nails x1 = 10g, 

metal screw x1 = 
19g 

  

C.4 

clay pipe stem x1 
=1 g, red CBM 
fragments x5 = 

66g 

clear window glass 
x6 = 7g, clear 

container glass x1 = 
2g 

slag x1 = 13g 
 

mortar/plaster x2 
= 6g 

C.5 
clay pipe stem x2 
= 5g, yellow CBM 
fragments x1 = 5g 

green bottle glass 
x1 = 1g, clear 

window glass x1 = 
1g 

iron nails x1 = 17g 
coal x17 = 

13g  

C.6 
red brick fragments 

x1 = 141g 

clear container glass 
x1 = 4g, clear 

window glass x1 
=2g 

iron nails x1 = 8g, 
scrap iron x2 = 9g 

coal x12 = 
25g  

C.7 
red CBM 

fragments 8 =41g   
coal x7 =8g slate x3 =13g 

 
 

Test Pit 
31 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

C. 1 
 

clear window glass 
x1 = 2g 

round head iron 
nails x1 = 2g 

coal x2 = 4g slate x1 = 2g 

C. 2 

red CBM 
fragments x5 = 

30g, curved red tile 
fragments x1 = 23g 

clear container 
glass x1 =5g 

iron bolt x1 = 
37g, slightly 

bendy strip of 
metal? = 24g, 
screw fixing = 

16g 

coal x9 = 21g 
 

C.3 
 

clear container 
glass x2 = 11g, light 
green bottle glass 

x1 = 5g 

iron nails x1 = 7g, 
end of a metal 
cartridge = 1g 

coal x1 = 1g 
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Test Pit 
32 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM fragments 

x8 = 318g 

clear container glass 
x12 = 9g, clear 

window glass x28 = 
46g 

lumps iron x3 = 
51g 

coal =4g 
slate x5 = 87g, 
white plastic 

cap = 0g 

C. 2 
red CBM fragments 
x2 = 47g, clay pipe 

stem x1 = <1g 

clear container glass 
x5 = 23g, light green 

bottle glass x1 = 
<1g, clear window 

glass x2 = 4g 

  
slate x2 =37g 

C.3 

red CBM fragments 
x5 = 131g, modern 

black brick 
fragment x1 =41g, 
clay pipe stem x1 

=3g 

clear window glass 
x2 = 0g, clear 

container glass x3 = 
10g 

flat thin small 
metal? disc with 
hole in centre = 

<1g 

coal x2 = 14g 
slate x1 = 4g, 
slate pencil x1 

= 3g 

C.4 
red CBM fragments 

x1 =40g 

clear window glass 
x1 = 2g, clear 

container glass x1 = 
2g 

lumps iron x1 
=10g   

C.5 
red CBM fragments 

x2 = 18g    
shell =<1g 

 
 

Test Pit 
33 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM 
fragments x5 = 
79g, clay pipe 
stem x2 = 3g 

clear container 
glass x2 = 4g, 
clear window 
glass x3 = 4g 

iron bolt x1 = 13g 
 

lump of concrete 
x1 = 31g, slate x3 

= 12g 

C. 2 

red CBM 
fragments x13 = 
177g, curved red 
roof tile x1 = 36g, 
clay pipe stem x3 

= 11g 

clear container 
glass x3 = 37g, 
clear window 

glass x3 =11g, 
decorated green 
bottle glass x2 = 
4g, orange bottle 

glass x1 = 6g 

iron nails x3 = 45g, 
aluminium? screw 

cap =2g, top 
(including nozzle) 
of glue/toothpaste 

tube = 17g, L 
shaped metal nail 

= 60g 

 

grey plastic x1 = 
1g, slate x2 =5g, 
white plastic = 

<1g 

C.3 

red CBM 
fragments x9 = 

250g, dark 
red/black modern 
brick fragment x1 
= 68g, clay pipe 
stem x4 = 5g, 

clay? round ball = 
3g 

clear window 
glass x2 = 3g, 
clear container 
glass x5 = 20g 

large iron nail x1 
=16g, metal 

scissors = 21g, 
metal fixing = 3g, 
small metal ring = 

3g 

stone? round 
ball = 4g 

slate x6 = 65g 
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C.4 

red CBM 
fragments x6 = 
258g, clay pipe 

bowl fragment x1 
= 2g, clay pipe 
stem x3 = 5g 

clear container 
glass x10 = 31g, 

clear window 
glass x8 = 7g, 
blue container 
glass x1 = <1g, 

green bottle glass 
x1 = 1g 

iron nails x2 = 19g, 
scrap metal x1 =9g 

coal x9 = 27g, 
stone? round 

ball = 5g 

black plastic tube 
= 2g, slate x1 = 

5g, oyster shell x1 
= 2g 

C.5 
red CBM 

fragments x2 = 
79g 

degraded green 
bottle glass x= 7g   

slate x1 = 7g 

C.6 
red CBM 

fragments x10 = 
1079g 

  
coal x1 = 3g 

oyster shell x1 
=2g, slate x1 = 

10g 

 

Test Pit 35 
Ceramic 

(excluding 
pottery) 

Glass 
Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

C. 1 

clay pipe stem x1 
=2g, red CBM 
fragments x1 = 

5g 

clear window 
glass x4 = 2g  

stone marble? 
= 5g 

black rubber 
casing round 

wires = 1g, slate 
x1 = 2g, black 
rubber lid = 4g 

C. 2 

clay pipe stem x1 
= 1g,  red CBM 
fragments x2 = 

3g 

clear container 
glass x2 = 7g 

iron nails x2 = 6g, 
scrap iron = 4g  

white rubber 
casing round 

wires = 2g, slate 
x1 = 28g, plastic 
wrapper = <1g, 

small black 
stopper = <1g 

C.3 
   

coal =<1g 
 

C.4 
    

mortar =4g 

C.6 
red CBM 

fragment = 24g   
coal =<1g 

 

 
 

Test Pit 
36 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM 
fragments x14 = 
133g, clay pipe 
stem x1 = 1g 

clear container 
glass x1 =1g 

metal wire x1 = 13g, 
twisted wire x2 = 1g, 
metal links (part of a 
chain?) = <1g, iron 

nails x7 = 15g 

coal x29 = 
69g 

slate x8 = 
171g, pinky 
mortar x5 = 

9g 

C. 2 

red CBM 
fragments x9 = 

304g, red tile with 
black glaze = 24g, 

pinky CBM 
fragments x3 

=33g, clay pipe 
stem x2 = 3g 

clear container 
glass x5 = 40g, 

clear window glass 
x7 = 10g, green 

bottle glass x11 = 
42g 

iron nails x15 = 73g, 
scrap iron x6 = 62g, 
metal ring = 1g, iron 

bolt x1 = 38g 

coal x8 = 17g 
slate pencil 

x1 =2g 
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C.3 

red curved roof tile 
x2 = 641g, clay 

pipe stem x1 =2g,  
red CBM 

fragments x2 = 7g 

green bottle glass 
x4 = 6g 

scrap iron x27 = 86g, 
iron nails x2 = 33g 

coal x18 = 
48g 

slate x1 = 
26g, concrete 

x1 = 42g 

C.4 

clay pipe stem x1 
=6g, red flat tile 
fragments x5 = 

601g 

clear container 
glass x1 = <1g, 

green bottle glass 
x6 = 8g 

scrap iron x133 = 
435g, iron nails x3 = 

13g 

coal x10 = 
19g  

C.5 
 

green bottle glass 
x1 =4g 

large iron bolt x2 = 
238g, scrap iron x3 = 

18g 
  

 
 

Test Pit 
38 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

C. 1 
 

clear glass base of 
vase/jug = 71g, 
clear container 
glass x5 = 20g, 

clear window glass 
x1 = 5g 

scrap iron x2 = 9g 
 

concrete? with nail = 
20g, modern black 
plastic? fragment = 

11g 

C. 2 
 

clear window glass 
x4 = 7g, green 
bottle glass x1 

=2g, clear 
container glass x1 

=3g 

iron nails x9 = 
56g, slag x1= 5g, 
metal hoop = 3g, 
scrap iron x5 = 

17g, metal tack x1 
= 2g, modern nails 

x3 = 36g 

coal x2 = 0g 

asbestos x1 = 21g, 
slate x2 = 10g, 

concrete x2 =33g, 
black plastic =5g 

C.3 

red CBM 
fragments x1 = 

3g, clay pipe stem 
x1 =1g 

base black glass 
cup = 22g, black 

glass fragment x1 
=7g, clear 

container glass x3 
= 15g, green bottle 

glass x1 = 6g, 
clear window glass 

x1 = 4g 

metal rod = 31g, 
slag x2 = 8g, iron 

nails x2 = 9g 
coal x4 = 8g slate pencil x1 = 3g 

C.4 
clay pipe stem x1 

= <1g 

clear container 
glass x2 = 4g, 

green bottle glass 
x1 = 5g 

thin flat 
rectangular small 
metal plate = 72g, 
iron nails x4 =17g 

 
yellow plastic x2 = 

1g 

C.5 
 

clear window glass 
x2 =1g 

iron nails x3 = 
27g, slag x4 = 42g 

coal x1 = 
<1g 

slate x3 = 27g, 
concrete x1 = 9g 

C.6 
clay pipe stem x1 

=3g 
black glass x1 = 8g iron nails x1 = 5g coal x2 = 2g 
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Test Pit 
39 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM fragments 
x15 = 163g, 
modern tile 

fragment x 1 = 37g, 
, yellow CBM 

fragments x1 = 5g 

clear window 
glass x1 = <1g, 
clear container 
glass x4 = 7g 

large iron nail x1 = 
23g, iron bolt fixing 
= 37g, modern nail 
x1 = 2g, iron screw 

x1 = 4g 

coal x7 = 
9g 

slate x3 = 4g, toy 
motorbike tyre = <1g,  
slate pencil x2 = 5g, 
concrete x6 = 116g, 

plastic x2 = 2g,  button 
= <1g 

C. 2 
 

clear window 
glass x1 = 0g, 
clear container 

glass x16 = 
131g 

iron nails x9 = 45g, 
large lump 

unidentified iron 
object = 671g, 

metal wire x2 = 3g, 
scrap metal x2 = 

27g 

coal x18 = 
21g 

slate x6 = 114g, plastic 
x2 = <1g, black rubber 
object with two nails 
through centre = 5g, 
small black plastic 
screw cap = <1g 

C.3 
 

clear container 
glass x5 = 25g, 

green bottle 
glass x3 = 10g, 
clear window 

glass x1 = <1g 

iron nails x7 = 40g 
coal x4 = 

5g 

slate x4 = 83g, part of 
a key? = 20g, 

decorated circular 
fixing = <1g, concrete 
x1 = 13g, slate pencil 
x2 = 6g, button x1 = 

<1g, sea shell x1 = <1g 

C.4 
 

clear window 
glass x7 = 7g, 
clear container 
glass x2 = 3g, 
green bottle 

glass x1 = 4g 

iron nails x3 = 30g, 
scrap iron x2 = 9g 

coal x25 = 
24g 

slate pencil x2 = 5g, 
muscle shell x1 = 2g, 

tiny black button = <1g 

C.5 
  

lump of iron = 58g, 
iron nails x1 = 11g 

coal x11 = 
15g 

slate x1 = 2g 

 

Test Pit 
40 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM fragments 
x2 = 124g, clay pipe 
stem x1 = 4g, clay 

pipe bowl fragments 
x2 = <1g, 

yellow/white CBM x2 
= 2g 

clear window 
glass x3 = 4g 

iron fixing = 14g, 
iron nail x1 = 2g 

coal x2 =1g 
half slate pencil = 

<1g 

C. 2 

clay pipe stem x2 = 
3g, red CBM 

fragments x3 = 5g, 
modern red tile x1 = 

10g 

clear window 
glass x5 =5g 

metal wire x1 = 
<1g,  iron nails x3 

= 16g 

grey stone 
tile? x1 = 5g, 
coal x2 = 3g 

oyster shell x1 
=<1g, slate x1 = 

2g 

C.3 

red CBM fragments 
x4 = 3g, yellow CBM 
fragments x2 = 3g, 
clay pipe stem x1 
=3g, flat red tile 

fragments x1= 58g, 
clay pipe bowl 

fragments x1 = <1g 

clear window 
glass x1 = <1g 

metal button = 2g, 
strip metal x1 = 4g, 
iron nails x1 = 8g 

 

oyster shell 
fragments x12 = 
18g, slate pencil 
fragments x1 = 

<1g 

C.4 
clay pipe stem x1 = 

2g 
green bottle 

glass x1 = 4g  
coal x1 = 2g 

white plastic 
button = <1g 

C.5 
dirty yellow CBM 

fragments x1 = 8g  
slag x1 = 26g coal x2 = 5g mortar x5 = 23g 
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C.6 
daub? x7 = 185g, red 
CBM fragments x5 = 

13g 

clear window 
glass x1 = <1g 

slag x11 = 200g, 
iron nails x1 = 3g, 
lump of iron =5g 

coal x6 = 14g, 
lump building 
stone? with a 

rounded 
corner = 325g 

slate x5 = 53g 

C.7 
  

slag x2 =7g coal =<1g 
 

 
 

Test Pit 
41 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM 

fragments x5 = 
4g 

    

C. 2 

red CBM 
fragments x2 = 

8g, modern 
yellow CBM 

fragment x1 = 
12g 

clear window 
glass x1 = 1g 

iron nails x2 = 7g, 
scrap iron x1 = 3g 

coal x1 = <1g 
 

C.3 

red CBM 
fragments x2 = 
2g, yellow CBM 
fragments x1 = 

9g 

  

coal x7 = 4g, 
grey stone 

tile? x1 = 51g 
 

C.4 
   

coal x11 =17g 
 

 

Test Pit 
42 

Ceramic (excluding 
pottery) 

Glass 
Metal & 
metal-

working 
Stone Other 

C. 1 
modern flat red tile fragment 

x1 = 64g, red CBM 
fragments x2 = 22g 

clear container 
glass x3 = 12g, 

green bottle glass 
x1 = 3g 

  

‘Robinsons 
Baby food’ 
blue plastic 
spoon = 7g, 
slate x1 = 1g 

C. 2 

modern flat red tile fragment 
x1 = 293g, red CBM 

fragments x12 = 36g, clay 
pipe stem x1 = 4g 

green bottle glass 
x2 = 7g, clear 

container glass x5 
= 11g, melted 

glass blob = 4g 

large iron nails x2 
= 46g 

coal x2 = 
14g 

asbestos x1 = 
27g, cream 

plastic button 
= 1g, slate 

pencil x1 = 4g 

C.3 

red CBM fragments x19 = 
139g, modern red tile 

fragments x1 = 16g, clay 
pipe stem x3 = 8g 

clear window 
glass x1 = 2g, 
clear container 
glass x1 = 0g, 

green bottle glass 
x1 = 2g 

 
coal x3 = 

4g 

limestone 
with mortar x1 
= 15g, oyster 
shell x1 = 13g 

C.4 
clay pipe stem x1 = 2g, red 

CBM fragments x1 = 3g   
coal x2 = 

1g 
slate x3 = 

185g 

C.6 
  

iron bolt =21g 
  

C.8 red CBM fragment =2g 
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Test Pit 
43 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 

red CBM fragment 
sx13 = 253g, 

modern tile x1 = 
4g 

clear container glass 
x2 = 6g, degraded 
green bottle glass 

x2 = 9g, light green 
bottle glass x1 = 2g, 
orange bottle glass 

x1 = 2g 

iron nails x4 = 45g, 
twisted metal wire x10 

= 10g, slag x2 = 9g 
coal x3 = 6g 

slate x6 = 9g, 
oyster shell x1 
= 3g, concrete 

x3 = 40g 

C. 2 

red CBM 
fragments x2 = 
221g, clay pipe 
stem x1 = 2g 

orange bottle glass 
x5 = 79g, clear 

container glass x5 = 
41g, dark green 
bottle glass x1 = 

36g, clear window 
glass x7 = 15g 

iron nails x3 = 23g, 
twisted metal wire x9 = 

15g 
coal x3 = 3g 

slate pencil x1 
= 2g, oyster 
shell x1 = 1g 

C.3 
 

clear window glass 
x1 = 2g, clear 

container glass x1 
=4g 

iron nails x2 = 10g, thin 
small sheet of metal? = 

<1g 
  

C.4 
 

clear container glass 
=1g    

 
 
 

Test Pit 
44 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
pinky orange tile 
fragment = 99g 

clear container 
glass x1 = <1g  

coal x13 = 
9g 

slate x1 = 2g 

C. 2 

modern red tile 
fragments x1 = 
177g, red CBM 
fragments x10 = 

141g, clay pipe stem 
x7 = 16g 

clear container 
glass x8 = 114g, 

clear window 
glass x14 = 11g, 
degraded green 
bottle glass x2 = 

10g 

iron nails x11 = 
46g, scrap iron x2 

=33g 

coal x24 = 
63g, grey 
thin stone 

tile x1 = 42g 

slate x14 = 47g 

C.3 

clay pipe stem x4 = 
9g, clay pipe bowl 
fragment x1 = 3g, 

red CBM fragments 
x2 = 11g 

clear window 
glass x2 = 1g 

iron nails x3 = 10g, 
large round hear 
iron nail = 18g 

coal x7 = 3g slate x2 = 5g 

C.4 clay pipe stem =3g 
    

 
 

Test Pit 
45 

Ceramic 
(excluding 

pottery) 
Glass 

Metal & metal-
working 

Stone Other 

C. 1 
red CBM fragments 
x5 = 6g, pink CBM 
fragments x1 = 1g 

clear window 
glass x3 = 6g 

iron nails x1 = 13g 
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C. 2 

clay pipe stem x1 = 
2g, yellow CBM 

fragments x1 = <1g, 
pink CBM fragments 
x1 = <1g, clay pipe 
bowl fragment x1 = 

<1g 

   
white plastic button 

= 0g 

C.3 
clay pipe stem x6 = 

9g, red CBM 
fragments x4 = 7g 

 

iron nails x1 = 5g, 
metal screwdriver 

tip = 5g 
 

slate x1 = 13g 

C.4 
clay pipe stem x3 = 

5g, red CBM 
fragments x1 = 4g 

 
lump iron x1 = 37g 

coal x2 
=3g  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13.4  Maps 
 
Much of the value of the test pit data from currently occupied rural settlements are 
derived from a holistic consideration across the entire settlement. Maps showing a 
range of the data from the test pit excavations in Kibworth Harcourt, Kibworth 
Beauchamp and Smeeton Westerby in 2009 are included below. These may be read 
in conjunction with relevant sections of the main report. Some of these maps are 
available online at http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/leicestershire/kibworth  
and these can be used, if wished, to prepare maps showing the distribution of other 
classes of data not depicted in this appendix. All maps are © Crown 
Copyright/database right 2018. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.access.arch.cam.ac.uk/reports/leicestershire/kibworth
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13.4.1  Kibworth Harcourt Pottery Distribution Maps 

 

 
Figure 65: Roman pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Harcourt test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 66: Late Saxon pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Harcourt test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 67: High medieval pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Harcourt test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 68: Late medieval pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Harcourt test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 69: Post medieval pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Harcourt test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 70: 19th century pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Harcourt test pits 1:5000 
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13.4.2  Kibworth Beauchamp Pottery Distribution Maps 

 
 

 
Figure 71: Early Anglo Saxon pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Beauchamp test 

pits1:5000 
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Figure 72: Late Anglo Saxon pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Beauchamp test pits 

1:5000 
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Figure 73: High medieval pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Beauchamp test pits1:5000 
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Figure 74: Late medieval pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Beauchamp test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 75: Post medieval pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Beauchamp test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 76: 19th century pottery distribution map for the Kibworth Beauchamp test pits 1:5000 
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13.4.3 Smeeton Westerby Pottery Distribution Maps 

 
 

 
Figure 77: Roman pottery distribution map for the Smeeton Westerby test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 78: Middle Anglo Saxon pottery distribution map for the Smeeton Westerby test pits 

1:5000 
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Figure 79: Late Anglo Saxon pottery distribution map for the Smeeton Westerby test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 80: High medieval pottery distribution map for the Smeeton Westerby test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 81: Late medieval pottery distribution map for the Smeeton Westerby test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 82: Post medieval pottery distribution map for the Smeeton Westerby test pits 1:5000 
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Figure 83: 19th century pottery distribution map for the Smeeton Westerby test pits 1:5000 


