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COOK'S WORLD, WINDSOR TERRACE, WHITBY 

NORTH YORKSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 

Summary 

As a result of a planning application (Reference Number 05/0227/FUL) for the 
re-development of former railway land between Windsor Terrace and the 
railway in Whitby (NZ 8986 1026) the condition of an archaeological 
watching brief was placed on all of the ground disturbance works for the 
scheme. The former engine shed which stands towards the northem end of the 
site is a Grade II Listed Building (reference number 438017). The groimd 
works included foundations for twelve cottages along with their associated 
services. The watching brief was carried out between the May and September 
2007 as a rolling programme as the various groundworks were undertaken. 

The results of the watching brief were generally negative with the majority of 
the ground works occurring in previous undisturbed, glacial sediments. The 
only feature encountered was the remains of the stone built railway turntable 
in the area of the new holiday cottages. The turntable had apparently been 
abandoned in the second licdf of tlie 2(f' century and bacJ^lled with ceramic 
building debris, ash and other refuse. The surviving remains were c.30m in 
diameter, 0.75m high and were completely buried within the existing 
landscape. 

The remainder of the Watching Brief for the other buildings and services on 
the site encountered only the natural underlying geology. No other 
archaeological finds or features were recorded on the development site. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report presents the results of an archaeological watching brief on the 
ground works for the re-development of former the railway sidings and 
shunting yard between Windsor Terrace and the current railway line into 
Whitby, North Yorkshire (NZ 8986 1026) in order to fiilfil the requirements 
under planning ajplication number 05/02277/FUL. The former engine shed 
which stands towards the northern end of the site is a Grade II Listed Building 
(number 438017) and a fiill copy of its Usting details can be found in 
Appendix I. . —, ̂  

1.2 The watching brief was conducted by JB Archaeological Services (JBAS) for 
the Captain Cook's World and was carried between May and September 2007. 

2.0 BACKGROUND 

Location 
2.1 The site is located just to the south of the historic core of the settiement of 

Whitby (centied on NZ 8986 1026) and lies to the west ofthe River Esk (Plate 
1). The site lies at the base of a steep bank to the east of Windsor Terrace and 
to the west of the railway line to Whitby station in Whitby Civil Parish, 
Scarborough District. Whitby itself hes c.24km to the north-west of 
Scarborough on the east coast of North Yorkshire. 

Historic Background 
2.2 The settlement of Whitby has a long history with the name being first recorded 

in the Domesday Book of 1086 as Witeby, the name coming form the Old 
Scandinavian hvitr or a personal name and by and means 'vsUte famistead or 
village, or of a man called Hviti' (Mills, 1998,376). However, the existence of 
Whitby before this date is well known from the chronicles of St Bede where it 
is identified as Slreaneshalh as the site of the Synod of AD 657 (Morris, 1982, 
117). 

,• . I. 
2.3 The town has had a long and varied history including Viking raids and 

national status as a signifKant ship building and owning port. The 
development of the port and shipbuilding can be clearly seen in the plans of 
the town of 1778 and 1782 wliich botii show extensive slipways and dry docks 
in the area of the site. 

Geology and soils 
2 .4 The underlying solid geology of the area is primarily Oolitic sandstones of the 

middle Jurassic period with a narrow outcrop of Upper Lias along the 
coastiine around Sallwick Bay (British Geological Survey, 2001). Due to the 
height of the chfFs along this section of coastlme the solid geology at the foot 
ofthe cliffs is different from that found along the cUflf top (see Myerscough, 
1991, 9 for details). In tum this is over lain by a drift geology of glacial till 
from the Quatemary period (British Geological Survey, 1977). The drift 
geology of the River Esk valley is one of riverine derived alluvium (ibid). The 
soils in the parish are catalogued as of the Salop association and derived from 
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a reddish till and described as slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged fine 
loams (Soil Survey of England and Wales, 1983). 

Topography and Land-use 
2.5 The topography of the parish runs from sea level at the mouth of the River Esk 

to c.60mOD in the vicinity of Abbey Headland, this gives rise to areas of steep 
inclines leading to the relatively flat headland. Prior to its re-development tiie 
land had been used as the sidings and for handling roUing stock for the 
railway. The surrounding area is divided into domestic housing to the west and 
a car park to the east. 

3.0 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

3.1 The objective of the watching brief was to identify and record any features of 
archaeological interest revealed or damaged during the ground works for the 
re-development of the site and during the insertion of any associated service 
trenches. The specific aims were to: 

• Archaeologically record (graphically and photographically) any 
archaeological features revealed or disturbed by the ground works 

• Recover any archaeological artefacts and environmental material 
exposed by the ground works 

4.0 METHODOLOGY 

4.1 Topsoil stripping, ground reduction and the cutting of the foundation tienches 
were carried out under direct archa^logical supervision by a tracked 
mechanical digger using a toothless bucket. 

4.2 All of the exposed areas disturbed by the ground works were inspected for 
archaeological features and the resulting topsoil stockpiles were monitored for 
archaeological artefacts and environmental material. 

4.3 Drawings were produced of the archaeological features encountered at a scale 
of 1:10 for the sections and at a scale of 1:20 for the plans. The features were 
also recorded photographically, on 35mm colour slide and black and white 
print film and digitally at 5m pixel resolution. Im and 2m bi-coloured poles 
were used as scales and a north pointer for orientation. For more detailed 
photography a 0.5m bi-coloured scale was used. In addition to this a written 
record was made of the features using a series of pre-printed pro formas. The 
she lies at a height of c.6.5mOD. 

5.0 RESULTS 

5.1 The resuhs of the watching brief are described below and in the text the 
context numbers for each archaeological deposit or feature is given in [] 
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brackets. All heights are given as meties above Ordnance Datum (mOD) using 
the height data provided by the client. 

5.2 The ground works were undertaken in several stages, each stage relating to 
either the cutting back of the earth bank on the westem edge of the site or 
cutting of the foundations for the cottages and services. The cutting back of 
the earth bank did not reveal any archaeological features only the remains of 
the earlier ash and stone filled drainage cuts used to keep the unmade road 
above the site drained (Plate 2). The bank was composed of undisturbed 
gfecial and alluvial clays covered by topsoil which contained much modem 
material. 

5.3 The westem part of the foundations for the cottages were partially under the 
area where the earth bank had been removed. Where the foundations ky 
beyond the line ofthe earth bank the only feature encountered was the remains 
of the railway tumtable [1] used for managing the rolling stock. The tumtable 
was primarily built from roughly dressed sandstone blocks and a small number 
of bricks held together with cement. The remains were a 30m in diameter and 
survived to a heigjrt of 0.75m (Plate 3). The stone base of the tumtable was 
still in situ in at least port (tf the structure (PhUe 4).' turntable had been 
filled in with a mixture of building debris (brick, roof tile etc.) and ash, 
presumably derived from the steam trains [2]. The tumtable had been cut 
directly into the underlying natural clay [3] and the top of the surviving 
stracture was at 6.5mOD and the base at 5.75mOD. 

5.4 The various other ground disturbance works for the services only encountered 
the natural underlying quatemary geology. 

5.5 No other archaeological finds or features were recorded on the development 
site. 

6.0 Finds 

6.1 As already mentioned above the only finds encountered rekted to the infilling 
of the tumtable in the latter half of the 20* century and consisted of a range of 
ceramic building material. None of the artifactual material was retained due to 
its unstiatified nature. 

7.0 DISCUSSION and CONCLUSIONS 

7.1 From the results described above it can be seen that the only human activity in 
die area was in the form of the post medieval railway with its associated 
infrastructure of the tumtable and sidings. 

7.2 No evidence for the 18* century dry docks, slipways and other associated boat 
building activity was encountered on the site. It is therefore assumed that any 
remains of this activity he either under the railway line or further to the east 
under the westem edge of the modem car park. 
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APPENDIX I 

LISTED BUttDING DESCRIPTION 

loE number: 438017 
Location: THE FORMER ENGINE SHED, ESK TERRACE (east off) 

WHITBY, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE 
Date listed: 18 November 1991 
Date of last amendment: 18 November 1991 
Grade II 

WHrrsY 
NZ 8810-NZ 8910 Off ESK TERRACE 

(east side)) 
8/10000 The Fomier Engine Shed 
3/10000 
WHITBY NZ 8810-NZ 8910 ofTESK TERRACE (east side) 8/10000. The Fonner Engine Shed 
3/10000 U Fonner engine shed, now boat building shed. Built 1847 extended 1868 for the Whitby 
and Pickering Railway Company. Ashlar with ashlar dressings. Slate roofs with overhanging 
eaves, continuous raised ventilator and single gable stack. Ashlar plinth and qucuns. South front 
has two large round headed engine openings, with flush ashlar surrounds. That to the left with 
double plank doors, and that to the right now filled with breeze blocks. To the left a small, low 
oflice wing with a single door and window, both with segment heads, and a shallow pitched 
hipped roof with over hanging eaves. East front, 8 window original range, with 10x12 pane 
glazing bar segment headed windows. Beyond to right 7 window extension, with 12 x 18 pane 
taller glazing bar segment headed windows. Originally the extension was 8 windows long, but the 
flnal bay was demolished after bomb damage. Rebuih brick north front has two circular 
ventilation openings. Interior: scissor truss roof to original section, and queen post truss roof to 
later extension. 

Information taken from www, imagesofengknd.co. uk 
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APPENDIX n 

CONTEXT CATALOGUE 

Context Number Description 
01 Tumtable 
02 20* centiiry fill of tiuntable 
03 Natural clay 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 

I 

Plate 1. General view of site looking north with earth bank partially removed. 

Plate 2 Chnker and ash filled drains, lookmg north. 
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Plate 3. Westem edge of railway tumtable [1], looking NE. Scales 2m & 0.75m. 

Plate 4. Wall and part of base of railway tumtable. Scales 2m, Im & 0.5m. 
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