
PLATE 3 

Detail of magnesian limestone wall, feature A, 
as revealed within area / trench B, facing west. 
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PLATE 4 

Detail of magnesian limestone wall, feature A , 
as revealed within the section of area / trench B, 
facing north. 

18 



structura l features identif ied within the trench excavations 

FEATURE A 

Type : Domestic: s t ruc ture : anci l lary 
C lass : wal l : 
NGR: SE 31572 71197 
A r e a / T r e n c h : B 

Planform: l inear 
A l igned: north / south 
Material : magnesian limestone 

Length: 100 cm 
Width: 24 cm 
Depth: 45 cm 

Fig Nos: 2 
Plate No: 1 , 2 
Film/Frame No: 1 / 1 2 - 1 5 

Descr ipt ion: 

the lower two courses of a magnesian limestone wal l , this s t ructure 
has two sk ins with a rubble core, the outer west facing aspect of the 
wall has been roughly dressed, the inner east facing aspect has been 
rendered with a lime based plaster. The st ructure has been 
constructed on clamp br ick foundations which were set direct ly upon 
the natural sands and gravels . 

No evidence of the construction trench for this wall was Identified 
dur ing these excavations, i t i s suspected that the rubble and sand 
layer found butt ing to the western elevation of the s t ruc ture , were 
contemporary with i t 's construct ion, i f these deposits had been the 
f i l l of a large construction t rench , the remains of this cut have been 
totally destroyed by more recent excavations to the immediate west. 
The ash and cinder deposits that were butt ing to the eastern 
elevation of the s t ructure are not s t ructura l in or ig in , but rather 
would appear to be the residual f i l l of the s t ructures functional 
capaci ty. 

The dimensions, form and materials of this wall are comparable to 
those of feature c , i t can be concluded that the two st ructures were 
conjoined to form a s ingle, rectangular, anci l lary bui lding located in 
the south western corner of the former prison/j^olice station y a r d . 
The presence of a substantial deposit of ash and cinder contained 
within this s t ructure would suggest that this bui lding may have 
functioned as an earth closet. 



FEATURE B 

Type : 
C lass : 
NGR: 
Area / T rench : 

Industr ia l : s t ructure 
chamber 
SE 31569 71197 
B 

Planform: 
A l igned: 
Material: 

Recti l inear 
north / south 
concrete 

Length: 
Width: 
Depth: 

300 cm 
230 cm 
180 cm 

Fig Nos: 
Plate No: 
Film/Frame No: 1/ 16 

Descript ion: 

a concrete subterranean chamber, built to contain a fuel tank. The 
chamber was found to have been backfi l led with a yellow brown 
coloured bui lders sand which had been highly compacted. 

It is understood from the present occupier of 27 St.Marygate that 
this st ructure was Installed dur ing the early 1950's to provide the 
Police Station with i t 's own fuel reserves, furthermore i t is 
understood that a fuel l ine was piped through the then yard wall to 
the immediate south to enable re-fuel l ing to take place without 
entering the y a r d . 
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PLATE 5 

Detail of the maghesian limestone wall, feature C, 
and the earlier cobble wall, feature D, as revealed 
within area / trench C, facing north west. 
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FEATURE C 

Type : Domestic: s t ruc ture : anci l lary 
C lass : wal l : 
NGR: SE 31574 71198 
Area / T rench : C 

Planform: l inear 
A l igned: east / west 
Material: magnesian limestone 

Length: 100 cm 
Width: 25 cm 
Depth: 124 cm 

Fig Nos: 2 
Plate No: 3 
Film/Frame No: 1/ 19 - 21 

Descr ipt ion: 

the lower two courses of a magnesian limestone wal l , this s t ructure 
has two sk ins with a rubble core, the outer nori:h facing aspect of 
the wall has been roughly dressed, the inner south facing aspect has 
been rendered with a lime based plaster. The structure has been 
constructed on clamp br ick foundations which were set direct ly upon 
the natural sands and gravels. 

The construction trench for this wall was identi f ied in the section 
and located to the immediate north of the s t ruc ture . This broad, 
shallow rounded V shaped cut with a width of 130cm contained a 
single sandy loam fi l l that had a 80% inclusion of water worn cobbles. 
This construction trench had been excavated into a layer of made up 
ground that contained late Victorian potter^y sherds . 

As with feature a , ash and cinder deposits were identif ied as butt ing 
to the plastered elevation of the s t ruc ture , these deposits are not 
s t ructura l in o r ig in , but rather would appear to be the residual f i l l 
of the s t ruc ture . 

The dimensions, form and materials of this wall are comparable to 
those of feature a , i t can be concluded that the two structures were 
conjoined to form a single, rectangular, ancillary^ building located in 
the south western corner of the former pr ison/pol ice station y a r d . 
The presence of a substantial deposit of ash and cinder contained 
within this s t ructure would suggest that this building may have 
functioned as an earth closet. 
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FEATURE D 

Type: Domestic: structure: ancillary 
Class: wall: 
NGR: SE 31574 71199 
Area / Trench: C 

Planform: linear 
Aligned: east / west 
Material: cobble: lime mortar 

Length: 100 cm 
Width: 48 cm 
Depth: 56 cm 

Fig Nos: 2 
Plate No: 3 
Film/Frame No: 1/ 17 - 18, 22 

Description: 

the water worn cobble foundations of a relatively large wall. The 
cobbles used within this structure were less than 30cm in size were 
bonded in a soft lime based mortar. 

No evidence of the construction trench for this wall was Identified 
during these excavations. These wall foundations were butted on 
both sides by alayer of made up ground that contained late Victorian 
pottery sherds. 

The dimensions, form and fabric of this wall are comparable to those 
of the boundary wall. Wall A. Detailed Inspection of Wall A reveals 
that there Is a significant change In the fabric and dimensions of this 
structure directly opposite feature d. It is suggested therefore that 
these wall foundations' are the surviving remains of the western 
return of the boundary wall. Wall A. 
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CONCLUSION • 
T h e recen t a rchaeo log ica l watch ing b r ie f conduc ted by M r . K . J . Ca le on behal f of 
M r . C . E k i n B u i l d i n g S e r v i c e s , at 27 S t . M a r y g a t e , R i p o n , has i nd i ca ted that the 
s u b - r e c t a n g u l a r shaped t r a c t of land chosen as the s i te of the p roposed garage 
and wo rkshop a rea f o r the above p r o p e r t y i s of l i t t le a rchaeo log ica l i n t e r e s t . 

It would appea r tha t the p resen t g round leve l of the s i te has been l a r g e l y formed 
as the resu l t o f : 

i . the i n t e n s i v e cu l t i va t i on of the no r the rn ex ten t of the s i te wh ich has also 
been sub jec t to a h igh leve l accumulat ion of domest ic was te . 

i i . g r o u n d d i s t u r b a n c e in advance of the cons t ruc t i on of a s u b t e r r a n e a n fue l 
tank and p re fab r i ca ted garage wh ich had l a r g e l y des t royed all l eve l s 
s t r a t i g r a p h y at the sou the rn ex ten t of the s i t e . 

Whi ls t no major a rchaeo log ica l f ea tu res , depos i ts or f i n d s were i d e n t i f i e d , the 
watch ing b r ie f recogn ised two main phases of bu i l d ing a c t i v i t y on the s i te that 
were p r e v i o u s l y u n i d e n t i f i e d , the exac t da t ing of th is p h a s i n g i s un fo r tuna te l y 
not poss ib le , bu t i t i s suspec ted from the f i nds found in c lose p rox im i ty to these 
fea tu res tha t the s t r u c t u r e s iden t i f i ed were c o n s t r u c t e d d u r i n g the late 18th / 
ea r l y 19th C e n t u r y and as s u c h can be a t t r i bu ted to the b u i l d i n g s and l ayou t of 
R ipon L i b e r t y P r i s o n and the more recen t Pol ice S ta t i on . 

T h e ear l ies t known ac t i v i t y on the s i te i nvo l ved the cons t ruc t i on of a y a r d wa l l , 
the sou the rn and wes te rn ex ten t of wh ich s u r v i v e s and today func t i ons as the 
ga rden wa l l , however i t i s c lear from the a l ignmento f th is s t r u c t u r e (as iden t i f i ed 
wi th in the e x c a v a t e d t r e n c h ) that the wal l ' s eas te rn a l ignment d id not c o r r e s p o n d 
wi th the p r e s e n t eas te rn bounda ry wa l l , and would appear to have r e t u r n e d 
w e s t w a r d s , i n d i c a t i n g that the enc losed y a r d was of a smal le r a rea to that 
occup ied by the g a r d e n s t o d a y . 
T h e second phase of ac t i v i t y re lates to the cons t ruc t i on of a magnesian l imestone 
anc i l l a r y b u i l d i n g located w i th in the south eas te rn c o r n e r of the y a r d compound , 
wh ich i t would appear func t i oned immediately p r i o r to i t ' s demoli t ion as a ear th 
c lose t . 

In the l i g h t of the r esu l t s obta ined f rom the recen t a rchaeo log ica l watch ing b r ie f 
on th is s i t e , i t i s c o n s i d e r e d that wh i l s t th i s a rea of the p r o p e r t y has been 
sub jec ted to a re la t i ve l y h igh level of d i s t u r b a n c e , t he re s t i l l remains the 
potent ia l f o r the s u r v i v a l of medieval a rchaeo logy e lsewhere w i th in the g r o u n d s , 
and as s u c h t h i s s i te shou ld rece ive f u r t h e r archaeo log ica l c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

Kev in John Ca le 
A p r i l 1994 
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