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Interim report on t r i a l excavations at 'The Old Fleece', 2-10 
Westgate, Tadcaster, North Yorkshire, 4th November - 13th 
December 1985. 

Three 2?>i x 2i'> test pits were e.yca\-'ated iri the two plots of laud 
be hi rid (to the north of.^ "The Old Fleece'' (noN 'The Calcar ia " .> j, 
2-10 Nestgate, Tadcaster (NGR SE4S534351}, betNeen 4th November 
•arid 13th December 1985., All eri coun t er ed features and deposits 
i-^ihich contairied Roman mater ial^ although in only one (trench 2) 
did apparent1y intact stratified deposits and struetural traces 
survive above the level of the sandy subso i1. It is possible that 
the e .xcavated features represent part of a system of ditches ^ but 
the I i ?«.1 ted e x c en t o f 't he e .xca va t i on s mean s t h a t t he 1 i ke 1 y 
conte.>-rt of such a comple.x remains obscure. 

Excavations a t 2-10 Westgate, Tadcaster (NGR SE48534351) were 
c a r r i e d out by the York A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Trust on behalf of the 
Archaeology Section of the North Yorkshire County C o u n c i l 
Planning Department between 4th November and 13th December 1985. 
The work was c a r r i e d out i n advance of the c o n s t r u c t i o n of an 
extension of 'The Old Fleece' (now 'The C a l c a r i a ' ) and was funded 
by the developer, Bass North Breweries. 

The excavated areas were l o c a t e d i n two p l o t s of land behind 
(to the north of) 'The Old Fleece', on the northern side of 
Westgate and some 60 metres south-west of St Mary's church 
( F i g . l ) . This general area, centred on the church and the 
earthwork known as C a s t l e H i l l , has f o r some time been considered 
the most l i k e l y focus of the Roman settlement of C a i c a r i a , 
r e f e r r e d to i n the Antonine I t i n e r a r y , on the ba s i s of the 
qua n t i t y of s t r a y f i n d s from the v i c i n i t y ( p a r t i c u l a r l y the Roman 
b u i l d i n g d e bris incorporated i n t o the C a s t l e H i l l motte [Ramm, 
1966]), and the f a c t that the extended l i n e of the Roman road 
which u n d e r l i e s S t a t i o n Rd (Margary 28b) runs underneath C a s t l e 
H i l l and c l o s e t o , i f not through, the churchyard. (A more 
d e t a i l e d summary of Roman m a t e r i a l from the l o c a l i t y can be found 
i n the survey of the a r c h a e o l o g i c a l p o t e n t i a l of Tadcaster 
c a r r i e d out by T y l e r , c.l979, as one of the North Yorkshire 
H i s t o r i c Town S t u d i e s ) . Westgate i t s e l f appears to have formed a 
pa r t of the medieval s t r e e t p a t t e r n , and to have been w i t h i n the 
c o n j e c t u r a l l i n e of the medieval town w a l l ( T y l e r , i b i d ) , and the 
s i t e might thus have been expected to f u r n i s h evidence of^ 
a c t i v i t y at t h i s date. 

Three 2m x 2m t e s t p i t s were excavated, two s i t u a t e d towards 
the f r o n t and one at the back of the tenements behind 'The Old 
Fleece' ( F i g . 2 ) . The s t r a t i f i c a t i o n encountered i n each one w i l l 
be summarised separately before the evidence provided by the 
three together i s assessed. 

Test P it 1 
S i t u a t e d immediately to the north of a cottage f r o n t i n g 

Westgate ( F i g . 2 ) , the upper 0.30 metres of s t r a t i f i e d deposits 
c o n s i s t e d of m a t e r i a l a s s o c i a t e d with t h a t b u i l d i n g and the 
foundation of a now demolished o u t b u i l d i n g , as w e l l as an e a r l i e r 
b r i c k - l i n e d p i t (Fi g . 3 a ) . A l l of these features appear to be of 



nineteenth century date. Beneath them was a deposit of homogenous 
brown loam (1032) which covered the whole of the excavated area, 
a l b e i t s everely truncated i n the southern h a l f . This would seem 
to be medieval c u l t i v a t e d s o i l , although an e a r l i e r date cannot 
be r u l e d out u n t i l the po t t e r y from the context has been examined 
i n d e t a i l . Sealed by t h i s l a y e r were two s u b s t a n t i a l f e a t u r e s , 
both of which cut the sandy c l a y s u b s o i l . The l a t e r of the two 
was 1036, a s l o p i n g - s i d e d , c u r v i n g cut, with a minimum east-west 
width of 2 metres, which c l e a r l y continued under the southern 
s e c t i o n of the t e s t p i t . The p r o f i l e and shape of the cut, 
together w i t h i t s a s s o c i a t i o n with a post hole immediately to the 
north, suggest t h a t the feat u r e may be a grubenhaus, but as i t s 
d i s t i n c t i v e ashy f i l l produced no f i n d s at a l l to provide d a t i n g 
or p o i n t to a s p e c i f i c c u l t u r a l m i l i e u l i t t l e weight can be l e n t 
to t h i s suggestion. 

Indisputably e a r l i e r than t h i s f e a t u r e , being cut by i t , was a 
north-west/south-east a l i g n e d d i t c h (1049, Fig.3b), approximately 
0.30m deep and 0.70m wide and f i l l e d w ith homogenous l i g h t brown 
loam which produced a s i n g l e sherd of Roman pottery. This, along 
with two small postholes, represented the e a r l i e s t a c t i v i t y 
evidenced i n the t e s t p i t , c u t t i n g the n a t u r a l s u b s o i l at a 
height of 11.81m AOD. The s u b s o i l was removed to a depth of 
c.11.00m AOD over an area Im x Im i n the south-east corner of the 
excavation i n order to confirm t h a t ' n a t u r a l ' had been reached. 

Test Pit 2 
S i t u a t e d some 15 metres to the east of T F l , and i n the adjacent 

property d i v i s i o n ( F i g . 2 ) , the upper 0.60m comprised homogenous 
loam dumped to provide an adequate depth of s o i l f o r the garden 
behind 'The Old Fleece'. Beneath t h i s a number of modern 
( p o s s i b l y t w e n t i e t h century) post and stake holes punctured 
deposits which appear to be of ( ? l a t e ) Roman date s u r v i v i n g to a 
depth of c.0.20m above the n a t u r a l s u b s o i l . The most s u b s t a n t i a l 
feature excavated was a d i t c h or sleeper-beam trench 2059, 
approx. 1.0m wide and 0.50m deep and al i g n e d on a north
east/south-west a x i s (Fig.3d). That t h i s feature may have served 
a s t r u c t u r a l f u n c t i o n i s suggested by the d i s t i n c t i v e 'squared' 
p r o f i l e of i t s base (Fig.3c) and the compaction of the n a t u r a l 
sand beneath t h a t base, as w e l l as by the presence of a p a r a l l e l 
?sleeper w a l l 2047 immediately to the south-east (Fig.3d). This 
was constructed of i r r e g u l a r s l a b s of limestone bonded with a 
matrix of c l a y and limestone fragments. The l i n e of t h i s 
s t r u c t u r e seems to have been foreshadowed by a fence or w a l l 
represented by two postholes 2061 and 2068, the l a t t e r c u t t i n g a 
s t i l l e a r l i e r and p o s s i b l y l i n e a r f eature 2065 which may be 
s i m i l a r l y a l i g n e d (Fig.3d). 

Returning to the ?ditch/?beam trench 2059, the western h a l f of 
t h i s feature was l a r g e l y destroyed by a l a t e r f e a t u r e , 2054, an 
i r r e g l a r i f roughly r e c t i l i n e a r cut. However, the basal element 
of 2059 seems to have survived ( a l b e i t only to a depth of 2-
3cms), and to be beginning to turn due west i n the extreme 
western corner of the excavation (Fig.3d). I t should be noted, 
however, that the disturbance caused by 2054 makes t h i s f a r from 
c e r t a i n . 

2054 i t s e l f i s a feature worthy of separate comment; c l e a r l y 



l a t e r than 2059, i t has a d i s t i n c t i v e 'stepped' p r o f i l e , and may, 
i t i s suggested, be a grubenhaus. As with the feature s i m i l a r l y 
i n t e r p r e t e d i n T P l , however, the absence of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c Anglo-
Saxon m a t e r i a l makes such an a t t r i b u t i o n extremely u n c e r t a i n . 

Test Pit 3 
Situated some 11 metres north of TP2 and within the same 

property division, the test pit was situated immediately south of 
the northern wall of the tenement (Fig.2). Directly below the 
modern garden s o i l a wall 3024, sharing the same alignment as the 
surviving north-south property boundaries and apparently post-
medieval in date, survived to a height of c.0.50ra. (Fig 3e). This 
structure and what appeared to be associated demolition deposits 
sealed a deposit of clayey loam 3028 which produced a number of 
largeish blocks of limestone rubble and a quantity of Roman 
pottery. Beneath this layer a series of lenses of various loamy 
soils overlay and f i l l e d what appears to be a shallow, flat-based 
ditch 3038 running approximately north-west to south-east; only 
the north-eastern edge of this feature was located in the 
excavation, however (Fig.3f), so a linear form cannot be taken 
for granted. The feature was cut into the natural sandy subsoil 
3046 (11.80m AOD), as were 3044, 3042 and 3040, 
two pits and what may be a timber slot situated to the north-east 
of 3038 (Fig. 3f). 
Conclusions 

The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of these deposits at any other than the most 
basic l e v e l i s hampered by our l a c k of knowledge of t h e i r 
context; although i t i s probably safe to say th a t most of the 
features described above are of broadly Roman date (see below), 
attempts to determine whether they i n d i c a t e c i v i l i a n or m i l i t a r y 
occupation, or even the ki n d of settlement they represent, can be 
l i t t l e more than guesswork. Other than confirming the l o c a t i o n of 
at l e a s t a part of Ca.;'caria, i n an area where i t s e xistence was 
i n any case long suspected, the 1985 excavation leaves our view 
of the Roman settlement no l e s s t a n t a l i s i n g than i t was 
p r e v i o u s l y . However, the excavated f e a t u r e s , deposits and 
s t r u c t u r e s can be examined on t h e i r own terms, and c e r t a i n 
l i m i t e d conclusions about what they represent may then be drawn. 

Most s t r i k i n g , perhaps, i s the f a c t t h a t the d i t c h e s 1049 and 
3038 share the same alignment; t h i s suggests the existence of an 
organised system of land d i v i s i o n i n the v i c i n i t y . I t i s p o s s i b l e 
that 2059 a l s o forms part of such a system - t h i s feature w i l l be 
f u r t h e r discussed below. 3028, the deposit of limestone rubble 
and Roman po t t e r y , may have derived from a c o l l a p s e d or 
demolished b u i l d i n g , and the features sealed beneath i t (3040 
etc.) represent contemporary a c t i v i t y . The only i n t a c t and 
i r r e f u t a b l y s t r u c t u r a l t r a c e s were those found i n TP2. The low 
sleeper w a l l 2047 seems l i k e l y to have supported a wooden c i l l 
beam, and may have been e i t h e r an e x t e r n a l w a l l or an i n t e r n a l 
p a r t i t i o n . I t i s p o s s i b l e however th a t 2059, immediately north of 
2047, represents a s l o t f o r a buried c i l l beam (see d e s c r i p t i o n 
above), t h a t t h i s i s the a c t u a l w a l l of the s t r u c t u r e , and th a t 
2047 served an a n c i l l a r y f u n c t i o n , such as supporting the ends of 
the j o i s t s of a wooden f l o o r . This suggestion i s weakened by the 
f a c t t h a t 2059 appears to turn through 45 degrees to run due west 



i n the western corner of the excavation, u n l i k e l y i f i t were the 
foundation f o r the w a l l of a b u i l d i n g , but the u n c e r t a i n t y of 
t h i s due to disturbance by 02054 has already been mentioned. 
Whatever the case, i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note t h a t the alignment 
of 02047 i s at almost e x a c t l y 90 degrees to tha t of the d i t c h e s 
1049 and 3038, suggesting t h a t a l l formed components of a broadly 
contemporary environment. 

The dating of these features is based on the widespread 
presence of Roman pottery in most of the excavated deposits. The 
ceramic assemblages have not been studied in detail, but cursory 
analysis suggests a preponderance of late Roman coarse wares, 
although earlier material, including Samian, is present to some 
extent. A near-intact beehive quern was recovered from the f i l l 
of ditch 3038, and half of a rotary quern from the f i l l of the 
^Tgrubenhaus 2054. 

The evidence f o r Anglian occupation on the s i t e i s nothing more 
than the p o s s i b l e morphological s i m i l a r i t i e s of two excavated 
features (1036 and 2054) wi t h grubenhauser , along with one or 
p o s s i b l y two sherds of Anglian p o t t e r y ( i d e n t i f i e d by Dr 
A.J.Mainman). However, the p o s s i b i l i t y of l o c a l a c t i v i t y i n t h i s 
period should be borne i n mind, e s p e c i a l l y c o n s i d e r i n g the s i t e ' s 
p r o ximity to St Mary's church, the l i k e l y s i t e of the seventh 
century monastery which Bede records as having been b u i l t a t 
KaeIcace i s t e r . That s a i d , the s l i g h t n e s s of the evidence f o r 
occupation at t h i s date s c a r c e l y r e q u i r e s emphasis. 

Whilst the t e s t p i t s described above demonstrate the existence 
of a Roman settlement at Tadcaster, of which at l e a s t some traces 
have survived, and h i n t a t a p o s s i b l e organised layout f o r t h a t 
settlement, they t e l l us nothing of i t s f u n c t i o n or even general 
type - are we l o o k i n g here at m i l i t a r y occupation, an area of a 
small town, a v i cus - what? Such questions w i l l only be answered 
by excavation on a f a r l a r g e r s c a l e . An a d d i t i o n a l shortcoming of 
such s m a l l - s c a l e excavation i s t h a t extensive operations which 
have r e s u l t e d i n the removal of s t r a t a may not be recognised; 
t h a t such l e v e l l i n g may have occurred on t h i s s i t e i s suggested 
by the almost t o t a l absence of medieval m a t e r i a l . This k i n d of 
a c t i v i t y could a l s o have denuded Roman de p o s i t s , l e a v i n g a 
reduced p i c t u r e of the d u r a t i o n of occupation and range of 
a c t i v i t i e s , but, being impossible to recognise i n the l i m i t e d 
area examined, such d i s t o r t i o n cannot be confirmed and thus 
allowed f o r . Further work i s e s s e n t i a l before meaningful 
statements about the morphology, l o n g e v i t y and fu n c t i o n s of 
Cai c a n a can be made. 
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Fig.3 
Test Pit 1 

2-10, Westgate, Tadcaster: 
Plans and Sections. 
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F i g . l 

2-10. WESTGATE. TADCASTER : 
LOCATION PLAN 
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