PLATE 8

Trial Hole No.3, a late medieval cobbled yard surface.
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Trial Hole No.3, as excavated, revealing the depth of the natural
sand deposits.
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CONCLUSION

The recent archaeological investigation of 4, Fishergate, Ripon,
confirmed the presence of pre 18th Century activity on the site.

The trial trenches provided a useful overall view of the buried
soil horizons within the area of development.

The evaluation identified four main phases of activity on the
site.

The earliest involved the excavation of at least one ditch like
feature into the drift geology. This 1linear feature was
identified within trial holes 1 and 2, and whilst this feature
was not excavated it became apparent that the ditch was aligned
north south, no satisfactory dating evidence was recovered from
this feature. However it's stratigraphic sequence in relation
to later, datable, activity on the site would indicate that it
is almost certainly medieval in origin and as such it may
represent the phase associated with the setting out of the
burgage plots adjacent to the market place.

The second phase of activity relates to the landscaping of the
site during the later medieval period, during which time a
substantial quantity of clay soils were deposited across the
site, this resulted in the backfilling all open ditches and
depressions across the area. It would appear that this programme
of earth movement was done in conjunction with the construction
of a substantial magnesian limestone wall, and the laying of a
cobble yard surfaces.

The third phase of activity relates to the landscaping of the
site during the late 18th Century, during this period a large
quantity of sand was dumped within the northern half of the site,
so as to make up ground levels within this area, it is suspected
that the late medieval limestone structure had by this time been
demolished and the stone removed from the site.

The fourth phase of activity relates to the construction of brick
out buildings and the installation of drains and services during
the 19th Century. It would appear that these brick out buildings
were demolished during the early part of this Century, thereafter
the site was partially paved and functioned as a yard to the rear
of 4 Fishergate.

In the 1light of the results obtained from the recent
archaeological investigation of this site, it is considered that
the proposed development of the site would have a direct impact
on the medieval archaeology of Ripon. It is felt that whilst the
archaeology can not be justifiably used as a means to constrain
the proposed development of the site, further archaeological
input, in the form of a watching brief, will be required during
the building works, to monitor all ground disturbance and the
demolition of the existing extension.

Kevin John Cale
September 1993
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