
PLATE 8 

Trial Hole No.3, a late medieval cobbled yard surface. 
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FIGURE 19 TRIAL HOLE N0,3: PLAN 
4 FISHERGATE 
RIPON 
AUGUST 1993 
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I ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF - CONTEXT SHEET 1 

JiTENAME 4 , t 1 ^ H - € £ ^ £ r ^ ^ . P - ' ^ - AREA . 3 YEAR 1993 

CONTEXT ^.(^.\.^ ..... COORDS ..3..liq.jZf...3?:./.3Z5Z^ LEVEL .3^.* l.Z.^.^... 

ITYPE ....4:r̂ 1S!<L̂  SHAPE .::tl!?ĵ .?«vAen<u..A:iL. PROFILE 

g:.ONG . . .L^ .^ f . . *^ WIDE ....l..<^.0....c«v.: DEEP/HIGH ....̂ ..QiWv.., 

METHOD ..)fcft?J.D.^:4t.C5UCS«S*- CONDITIONS .'t7^^^..l..GB::^...Ll(jM: 

loiL ...!3m^.^^i:>. COLOUR ....O.e=^Gri^.....{^!.»^k.!C: MUNSELL :2.:^.^^./.4rr. 

MNCLUSIONS,..U:5ftT!^...S^^.^...??i^.8^^. 

DESCRIPTI0N.....^...rn^rsi...Lr.'^^T5!^....O«5^^ 

|.LTv^<?^0^'B^as:)5t.:...7nll±e....':^ 

n̂ +̂î -•̂ ^̂ f̂ '̂̂  ŝ5aa.'!̂ ..Ci:jfeb<we....:::iiftfl̂  
|2>$?̂ .̂ .̂.. 

* 

I 
^BELOW ^.<p...l.'2r.^.,..2:g^..l3...: SEALED BY 

JsAMEAS PART OF 

BUTTS GROUPED WITH 

I ABOVE S.J^.i.'S SEALS 

JCUTS CUT BY 

FILL OF FILLED BY 

CONTEXT 2 

^ O T ^ METAL .fs). BONE ..JiTii STONE FLINT ORGANIC OTHER ..^i^. SAMPLE ..kJ. 

IcLASS/INTERPRETATION ..fV....6f^ct6ee;,....C?¥r: 

..(^^3]aa.kl....CQ<S?e??^ frLjC;>c3<2u :S;?.0.!l3..., 

—PLAN N ^ l . ^ . .../....eGr.,..l̂ .'...!.B. SECTION N ^ . . L«/..M..!>1.°.2T.1 
•PHOTOS l./.33.,.3i47 

I 
JDUG BY (̂ :<1.: SUPERVISOR .....lf? :̂̂ ..-.Cr DATED , 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF - CONTEXT SHEET 1 

SITE NAME 4-1 ^ V ^ i Z Q A r e , R-V^Cri - AREA .....'3> YEAR 1993 

CONTEXT . . . . ^ ^ . . ^ . S . COORDS LEVEL .S?.^..-: /.:1^S?^^.. 

TYPE ....L-M-lS:^.: SHAPE ...^'^^4JhS=^.r. PROFILE ZZZZZZ. 

LONG (^^k^..c;ff%.: WIDE l(:jil<^.c^ DEEP/HIGH li^.C^.: 

METHOD .B^^./xiK?^'^' CONDITIONS ....£k^../..Q^=?!=f!>..LB..\^..: 

SOIL ...9±&i:^....^^?^S>.. COLOUR D6^.y=^....G«;?^....^<J3*5k^ ..Szi!^..!^.!.^.... 

mcujsiONS,.\^>^'rmr.^^z^ 
DESCRIPTION ^ . . . . y ^ l T ^ . . . . O f v : . Q L ^ ^ . . . . ' B r e s : ^ (OefVCT:?^^ (A;>..CtTI±l)S>....-:rH!e... 

.V«V:.6GAj^!ew^......rSxJLJ&^^ Z(B^ u^%^ 
\>3:(̂ .....(_AgvJ!̂ ...i.̂ ). $.\^.frO(2:lOf\.-

CONTEXT 2.M. 

BELOW :3>.<y^.l.^. SEALED BY 

SAME AS PART OF 

BUTTS GROUPED WITH 

ABOVE ....2?.^.../..4 SEALS 

CUTS CUT BY 

FILL OF FILLED BY 

POT.^. METAL .M BONE STONE ...̂ ).. FLINT ...Hs! ORGANIC ..t̂ . OTHER ...Isi SAMPLE ...!^ 

CLASS/INTERPRETATION 

PLAN N ^ Z Z Z Z Z Z Z . SECTION N^^. 

PHOTOS z z z z z z . : 

..i.'̂ ./...e&.M'...%,.\.. 

DUG BY £<C]^: SUPERVISOR .../<^5^C-..-. DATED . l .4:^?S. . te i . 
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I ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF - CONTEXT SHEET 1 

• S I T E N A M E A - ^^s t+^<^ArPr^ / f-'̂ t^3<i • ^ ^ E A 3». Y E A R 1993 
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CONTEXT 2 

ABOVE SEALS 
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FILL OF FILLED BY. 
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PLATE 9 

Trial Hole No.3. as excavated, revealing the depth of the natural 
sand deposite. 
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FIGURE 20 
4 FISHERGATE 
RIPON 
AUGUST 1993 
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FIGURE 21 TRIAL HOLE NO.3: EAST FACING SECTION 
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CONCLUSION 
The recent archaeological investigation of 4, Fishergate, Ripon, 
confirmed the presence of pre 18th Century a c t i v i t y on the s i t e . 
The t r i a l trenches provided a useful o v e r a l l view of the buried 
s o i l horizons within the area of development. 
The evaluation i d e n t i f i e d four main phases of a c t i v i t y on the 
s i t e . 
The e a r l i e s t involved the excavation of at least one d i t c h l i k e 
feature into the d r i f t geology. This l i n e a r feature was 
i d e n t i f i e d within t r i a l holes 1 and 2, and whilst t h i s feature 
was not excavated i t became apparent that the d i t c h was aligned 
north south, no s a t i s f a c t o r y dating evidence was recovered from 
t h i s feature. However i t ' s stratigraphic sequence i n r e l a t i o n 
to l a t e r , datable, a c t i v i t y on the s i t e would indicate that i t 
i s almost c e r t a i n l y medieval i n o r i g i n and as such i t may 
represent the phase associated with the s e t t i n g out of the 
burgage plots adjacent to the market place. 
The second phase of a c t i v i t y relates to the landscaping of the 
s i t e during the l a t e r medieval period, during which time a 
substantial quantity of clay s o i l s were deposited across the 
s i t e , t h i s resulted i n the b a c k f i l l i n g a l l open ditches and 
depressions across the area. I t would appear that t h i s programme 
of earth movement was done i n conjunction with the construction 
of a substantial magnesian limestone w a l l , and the laying of a 
cobble yard surfaces. 
The t h i r d phase of a c t i v i t y relates to the landscaping of the 
s i t e during the l a t e 18th Century, during t h i s period a large 
quantity of sand was dumped within the northern half of the s i t e , 
so as to make up ground le v e l s within t h i s area, i t i s suspected 
that the la t e medieval limestone structure had by t h i s time been 
demolished and the stone removed from the s i t e . 
The fourth phase of a c t i v i t y relates to the construction of brick 
out buildings and the i n s t a l l a t i o n of drains and services during 
the 19th Century. I t would appear that these br i c k out buildings 
were demolished during the early part of t h i s Century, thereafter 
the s i t e was p a r t i a l l y paved and functioned as a yard to the rear 
of 4 Fishergate. 
In the l i g h t of the results obtained from the recent 
archaeological investigation of t h i s s i t e , i t i s considered that 
the proposed development of the s i t e would have a d i r e c t impact 
on the medieval archaeology of Ripon. I t i s f e l t that whilst the 
archaeology can not be j u s t i f i a b l y used as a means to constrain 
the proposed development of the s i t e , further archaeological 
input, i n the form of a watching b r i e f , w i l l be required during 
the building works, to monitor a l l ground disturbance and the 
demolition of the e x i s t i n g extension. 
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September 1993 
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