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THE BIUGANTIA/UlCHAEOUXSICAl PRACttCJI 

ARCBA&mO^m SVmUATiaNqf 
LAND mSsmmS^matMlCWmND, 

NdRmW^amtE 
(Site eattrtimtmmsi) 

EHWm 

On inslnwtkms fioiB Pkiw naaniî  represendag Raadall Ocdurd Constnictimi Ltd, 
m archaeologieid 6i«Mi»gH Iw h(W» haul vnAm Easby Psk, 
Rk&mcmd. Noift l^idci^ ŝ ipQit ctf aialtaB phnniag 
t^Piilmtxi&ffx4«w^ m ctMwiî  eianpsiie. 

A totd ciiKTimtm^ms^msmmA, eadtlWidkWBaaaiâ  3 aaetiea z l.S aaelres. 
The tnsacbes wna pontiiaedkioeda-tonnpleifiiwts ofOepropoiiid 
dcvcbpmcnt. 

Results weie atĉ aeologicall̂  W0a99; ao &|Wlit, Ibrtoiî  stractaie or cA:^ of 
archaeologHad Merart iisMii^ 
givoi, and an od̂ flMtiai of ̂  aî aaolOfKHtf rtii^t^ of the site a otEered. 

It is leoontmended ̂  no fosSieE sRlMMa^ is necessaiy in t^ case. 
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THE BRJGANTIA ARCHAEOLOGICAL PRACTICE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION of 
LAND in EASBY PARK, near RICHMC 

NORTH YORKSHIRE 
(Site centred NZ 1887 005 

INTRODUCTION 

1. On instructions from Prism Planning, representing Randall Orchard 
Construction Ltd, an archaeological evaluation has been carried out on land within 
Easby Park, Richmond, North Yoricshire. This work was required in support of a 
future planning application for development of the site as a holiday campsite 
comprising twelve log cabins, with associated parking areas and access roads. Some 
new planting is intended as part of die scheme, and a small sewage treatment plant 
will also be needed. The proposals involve light strip foundations for the cabins 
themselves, with die road and other hard standings laid directly onto die subsoil after 
stripping of turf. 

2. The evaluation was carried out after discussions with Miss Lucie Hawkins, of 
North Yorkshire County Coimcil, and according to a Written Scheme of Investigation 
prepared by this Practice. Part of the W.S.I was subsequently amended to reflect 
comments by the regional Scientific Advisory Officer. 

intended diat the project archive will be deposited with die Nordi 
Yorkshire Count}' Records Office. 

This project is represented by file no BAP364 of diis Practice The OASIS 
iber is diebrigal_49956. 

The North Yorkshire Historic Environment Record was consulted in die early 
stages of this evaluation. 

SITE 

HIM The development site lies to the north-east of the village of Easby and 
comprises an area of pasture land, radier undulating and generally dropping in height 
to the south and east (that is to say, towards the River Swale). The area is ciurendy 
divided into two fields, but die division is marked by a wire fence and is probably not 

The development site may be considered as two areas. One of these comprises 
die entire site (as shown in Fig. I), most of which is to be left as grassland, with some 
extra planting, habitat enhancement etc. The core area of the development is much 
smaller, and confmed to the areas to be affected by the construction of cabins and 
roads: it is within this area that the evaluation trenches were targeted. 

8. On three sides die site is bounded by motor roads, witii a belt of wdl-
established trees between the road and the pasture. On the westem side die boundary 
is a sunken track, flanked by a hedgerow which contains a large number of mature 

EASBY IVA 
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Standard trees. This is ch»B% 6i$mb mlit9»)̂ l'iibe *mik is aligned dmost exactly on 
diegatd>OBseofdieAM)ay>aidjaatf pmiwi^ 'mftemm «foiBMd î aroadi to flie 
AUiey comi^ Tins is tto^gi^ s a o M m ^ EaaAiy's dan̂ bter 
hoiiseofEgglestonê esttUbdifKlhaliMm 11^ mtllSft aiidpQaa%in t̂ibesame 
mastms as i»d boih Eaabĵ  (TorlMJ^ iMikj^liwomk^ At^lestene, ^ 
gatehouse (diacovoied aoi eoreavaK̂  kt 1999) ga«e on to a walled and annken 
aiquoadi trad^ uriiidi led part a semc^ oaidkMHam and stroebiRs which seem to 
have had an t̂ ricaltund pipoae, as paitof fi» Ahbe)r% deoM^ fiBOt, leprosaalad 
also by a huge comjdexof fiSmot dgHn^^ an lownistriceaMy 
mediaeval type: it is Vk^ tito tite SMM«tMi^ «A)tabed at Easby. 

fflSTORICAL aul AR<a«XIMjjO^C^ftK3£:<HtOVNB 

9. The history of the pariah of Eaaby has been tbiy epitomised by the V.C.H. 0>P-
S1 -64), fimn which d» followmg may be idistrac :̂ 

Asebi (xi cent.); Ess^i (xti c&rO.); EsM (xhi~xv cent). 

TMs part^ is composed of the townships of Aske, Brompkm-on-SwcJe, Easby and 
Skeeby, of wA/cA Brompton isin0ie -wt^tentticecfGilMng East ... The subsoil is 
Yoredale Rocks vritSi reeaae^ivkm la Ste mM^ ef ̂  Smile v/fme the pasture hes. 
There were ssftrne fttarrtet^ar^slar %Naa^ €f NfAicft A^on son af 
Other grtmted inJIiSto SL A$a^s Aiibey. In ite same century Torpkha son of 
Robert (de Manfwld) graraedio tie dbbey lAe qsmvy at Ea^y. There were also old 
quarries tM Sce^y, where stone is stiO occaskmoMy worked 

The parish is partially boimded on Ae eastky WatUr^ Street, whidt crosses the Swale 
south ofEcaby and goes norSi towards SeottihCorrm; and part ef^ way on the 
west hy the Dike, a pwtion of at mdent etoAwork which started souOt of 
Easby and ran paralkl to die I^man road OS fir as Barfbr0t m Tees. Thesouffiem 
boundary is formed by die Smak, en the Inadc o/wAicft are the nOas efSt. Agon's 
Abbey... 

There is practictdfy no ^lU^ ea Eadtj^ and 0ie hail, die rubts cfAe abbty. Ae 
vicarage and the dmrch are surrounded by park kmd, Ea^y House, the residence of 
Mr. Leonard Jttques, J.P^ stemib at the tap ̂  grass slope eAove Ae rtver a short 
(Sstance south-east ofAe cAtinsA. Here isjmservedaportion of Ae sh^ of an eeirfy 
cross, hcRir^tmonefiscxaftgmofow'lt^st^dwlAtma^el tm et'thn'hemde^ 
the back a birdemdan tg^neHnafiam ofmtedacing ornament, emd eesbU-moulded 
angles with htettwork peMems on Ae sides. R is paiie^ the JfouAehs Cross in the 
territory of Easby' mentioned^ Ae iMt^ dius^Sary WilUam at Ae Cross had kmd 
in BromjOon in 1286-7. bi A)e garden we severedfragments of bases, shojfts, &c., 
which have been brought firm the eAbey. 

10. Ihe village ofEariyy is still Utdemcuedmn a hamlet, ctwsirting mosdy of die 
HaU and its varioos ĉ Qces aid a row of fi)imieridms he^ 
dedicated to St Agadia,̂ Ddb to the smtth dfdie village ofvosite tito Abb^ 
gatehouse. 
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17. The undisnubednatoalsubsnrflKe wtt in each case adistinc^ sandy cho', 
orange-yeltow m colour and oontihthig nudlpô Eets smd and gravel and die 
occasional cobble-sized stone. 

18. Results were as follow (Figs 3-9): 

Torfft topsoil 22 cms. Trenchl NZ 18900 00406 
106.80 m.a.O.D. 

Tiench 2 NZ 18924 00400 
105.70 m.a.O.D. 

Trench 3 NZ 18933 00424 
104.47 m.a.O.D. 

Trench 4 NZ 19038 00446 
102.50 m.a.O.D. 

Trendi 5 NZ 18886 00370 
106.04 m.a.O.D. 

Tieoch 6 NZ 18874 00352 
107.34 m.a.O.D. 

Trench 7 NZI8964 00258 
106.88 m.a.O.D. 

Tmf & 6^ i l 30 cms. 

Tuif& topsoil 30 cms. 

Turf & toi»oiI 32 cms. 

Tuif ft topsoil 28 ons. 

Tuif & toiMtoil 35 cms. 

Turf& toiHoil35cm8 

Height of natoral 

Height of natural 

Height of natural 

Height of natural 

Heq̂ t of natural 

Height of natural 

Height of nrtural 

The topsoil in tvmch 7 cmitatned a few sherds a£ hue IŜ"* or 20"* century pottery, all 
wlute and blue-and-white tablewate. lhib lpp<^ Ip have bera material casually 
dumped ia diis area, die closest pstt of diesito to die imbKc road. Apart from dus. no 
object of ardiaeoiogical imonrt iite ieeovend iom ^ ê ire site, and no 
archaeokigicd fMhue or ftturturovraseocKHatBfed. 

CONCLUSIONS 

19. The rmhs of diis evalttatkm have bent ea]̂ ^utti(»% negative 
mediaeval Um<keape (and of die landbeape sicca dw Dissolution of die Abbey) dds is 
not difficult to account &r, the v̂ ote of flb fit̂ posed devdo^ent site Ues outside 
die precinct boundary of the AlA>ey, mi is looKted wittm ibo agrieultursl landscape. 
It was dmost oesitMy a B M ix W ^ '^^^^ cm bdialf <̂ the Abb^ 
community by the lay toidwn ef dte ^ange d St Trinian̂ B. 

20. There is no evidence < |̂w ŝtKie or Romano-Brid̂  activity widun or near 
to the site. 

21. It is recommended that no fm-diOT archaeologicd mtervoition is 
necessary in this case. 
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NOTE: SCULPTURED SÎ OME 

22. Dmii«dlteeonne<li;iliN^^ 
part <tf a smdl mmtber aitmtitm0^ ^ ' ' ^ ^ westernmost end 
(rf die wire fenoe whidi biMCls^ & is a P»ce of sandstone, and is very 
badty eroded; neiia«lideBâ d>«M«»eMtai«̂  ttthove been deUberatety worked. It 
tmnBm»M§^iX0gmwm, m^mm^iim'to be of a GodBc or medtaevd 
§am (and dwnfbfe fieliril^ «at ̂  kAMOx̂ ) but radier of a later, peihaps 
Bnô ie, type, ft has probdffy coatefiom Eariiy House or fiom one of die Imfldings 
aiaoeidRidwi&it 
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Easby Park, Richmond 

Fig.1 

Location map. 
(Proposed devdopmeik am oirtiiBcd in 
green, core devdopment area outlined in 
blue) 
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Earity Park, Richmond 

Fig.2 

Trench kicatioa pUn 
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Easby Park, Richmond 

Fig.3 
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EMAJ Park, Ridiraond 

Fig. 4 

Trcndb 2 



Easby Park, Richmond 

Fig. 5 
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Eaaby l̂ ulc, Richmond 
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EaalqF P«ric,Ridimood 

Fig.7 

Trench 5 
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Ead>y Padc Richmond 

Fig.9 
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Eadty Park, Richmond 

Fig. 10 

Carved stme 


