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BEDALE PRIMARY SCHOOL ARCHAEOLOGY DAYS

JB Archaeological Services was commissioned to run a three day excavation on the
school field adjacent to Bedale Primary School, Bedale. The project consisted of three
classes from the school being involved in both excavation and finds handling. One
class took part per day and was divided into two groups. One group was based in the
class room and carried out a series of finds handling tasks in order to complete the
work sheet below. The other group took part in the excavation of a 6x1m trench
located near the northern end of the school playing field (Figure 1). At lunchtime the
two groups swapped activities, For one day the pupils had an opportunity to see a
metal detector in action courtesy of one of the parents.

The location of the trench was chosen simply to be out of the way of any activities on
the playing field and no archaeological assessment had been carried out beforehand.

The results of the excavation were that in at least the northern end of the field there is
a layer of topsoil (¢.0.07m thick) which overlies what appears to be a levelling layer
(c.0.5m thick) which is a mixture of imported topsoil and “Victorian’ domestic refuse
along with a small amount of building debris (brick fragments, wall plaster etc.).
Below this there was a ¢.0.20m thick relic plough soil which contained c. 10 fragments
of abraded medieval pottery — probably the result of manuring from the earlier
settlement of Bedale. Some of the medieval fragments appeared to be 13/ 14® century
though I am no expert in this.

Other finds included a 19™ century horse brass, 1960s toy London bus, numerous
fragments of late 18™ early 19® century pottery, butchered animal bone, iron nails etc.
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Figure 1. Approximate position of trench. Not to scale.
OS Licence number 100048796
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BEDALE SCHOOL ARCHAEOLOGY DAYS

You have a bag of objects found on an archaeological site and they need,’
to be sorted into-the different types and then. coum‘ed Can you sor'T The :
ob Jects ou1' into the followmg gr'oups ' Co :
" |Object - - - Number' -
| Blue and white pottery |
‘| Brown and black pottery
Yellow and other colours - -
Clay pipe stems
Clay pipe bowls
Glass
Bone

Which is the commonest type of object?

. 0

Now you have done this give three reasons why you think there are
different types of pottery:

1
3
Do any of the pieces fit jégeThqr?

Why do you think animal bone is found?

Select three items and draw them ona sep&r'afe sheet of paper.
Of the three iT%ems yog Hréw answe;' the failowing;_ 3

What is it mad; fr'om')

What was it used for?

How old is it?

How was it made?
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