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ARCHAEOLOGICAL TIATCHINO BRIEF AT THE YARD, HIGH GREEM, CATTERICK VILLAGE 

INTRODUCTION 

A planning a p p l i c a t i o n to b u i l d two new houses at the rear of e x i s t i n g 
b u i l d i n g s on The Yard, High Green, C a t t e r i c k c a r r i e d a c o n d i t i o n to 
conduct an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l watching b r i e f on a l l ground disturbance work 
This was imposed because of the high p o t e n t i a l f o r a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
remains i n the medieval v i l l a g e of C a t t e r i c k , w i t h the p o s s i b i l i t y of 
pre-medieval remains a s s o c i a t e d w i t h known a r c h a e o l o g i c a l s i t e s to the 
north of the v i l l a g e 

The s i t e i s towards the western end of High Green (Plan One), on land 
which slopes g r a d u a l l y to the south, and i s to the west of and above the 
medieval church I t has p r e v i o u s l y been used as a depot, and various 
b u i l d i n g s i n c l u d i n g a d i e s e l tank were removed p r i o r to the watching 
b r i e f An e x i s t i n g stone barn on the south of the s i t e , behind 
dwellings f r o n t i n g onto the Green, i s to be r e t a i n e d and converted 

The s i t e (Plan Two) i s bounded to the north and east by a hedge and wire 
fence which i s s i t u a t e d on a bank up to 60 cm above the e x i s t i n g ground 
surface To the southwest, the ground l e v e l s are lower outside the p l o t 
than w i t h i n , but they r i s e g r a d u a l l y to the north The s i t e t h e r e f o r e 
has the appearance of a t e r r a c e w i t h i n the g e n t l y f a l l i n g ground 

THE WATCHING BRIEF 

The watching b r i e f took place over four days between 10 and 18 February 
1997 The foundations f o r the two houses were machine excavated, as 
were various s e r v i c e and drainage trenches P l o t 1 was s i t u a t e d i n the 
north-west corner of the s i t e and P l o t 2 on the eastern side (Plan Two) 
The machine cut trenches were between 86 and 56 cm wide, and v a r i e d i n 
depth between 42 and 80 cm 

The s t r a t i g r a p h y over the s i t e was f a i r l y c o n s i s t e n t , w i t h the exception 
of o c c a s i o n a l modern disturbances Surface l a y e r s c o n s i s t e d of 
di s t u r b e d dark grey-brown sandy loams w i t h v a r y i n g degrees of g r a v e l , 
cobble, b r i c k , sandstone fragments, lime mortar and modern de m o l i t i o n 
rubbish The v a r i a b l e thickness of these d e p o s i t s , from 8cm to 58 cm, 
depended i n p a r t on the extent to which the ground had been c l e a r e d 
p r i o r to development Near to the north boundary bank was a dark brown 
sandy loam t o p s o i l a s s ociated w i t h the bank 

Beneath the d i s t u r b e d l a y e r s was a medium brown sandy clayey loam, 
con t a i n i n g cobbles, sandstone fragments and oc c a s i o n a l charcoal f l e c k s 
Occasional animal bone fragments were recovered, together w i t h one 
fragment of t w e l f t h century p o t t e r y This l a y e r was between 8cm and 53 
cm t h i c k , g e n e r a l l y t h i c k e r towards the south of the s i t e , and had the 
appearance of a b u r i e d p l o u g h s o i l , p o s s i b l y of medieval o r i g i n 

In the northern p a r t of the access road i n the south-west corner of the 
s i t e , s e r v i c e and drainage trenches revealed a dark brown sandy loam 
with pebbles and b r i c k fragments beneath the tarmac which had the 
appearance of a garden s o i l Further to the south, alongside the barn, 
a l i g h t grey-brown rubble c o n t a i n i n g sand, b r i c k , mortar, g r a v e l and 
t i l e , a l s o contained some r e c e n t l y broken l a t e medieval p o t t e r y This 
l a y e r i s probably a s s o c i a t e d with a b u i l d i n g phase of the barn (which 
has been e x t e n s i v e l y a l t e r e d ) , i n t o which the medieval p o t t e r y has been 
deposited p o s s i b l y from elsewhere on the s i t e 
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The n a t u r a l s u b s o i l throughout the s i t e was a medium brown loamy sand 
w i t h pebbles and cobbles I t was encountered towards or at the base of 
most of the trenches, and o v e r a l l rose g r a d u a l l y to the north and west 
of the s i t e 

CONCLUSIONS 

The watching b r i e f d i d not encounter any features of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
s i g n i f i c a n c e The few f i n d s of medieval date do suggest that the area 
was i n use i n the medieval p e r i o d , and the bu r i e d p l o u g h s o i l suggests an 
a g r i c u l t u r a l use The t e r r a c i n g e f f e c t noted m the e x i s t i n g ground 
surfaces appears to o r i g i n a t e i n t h i s b u r i e d s o i l , w i t h n a t u r a l ground 
l e v e l s f a l l i n g s t e a d i l y and g r a d u a l l y to the south and east, and a 
greater b u i l d up of p l o u g h s o i l m t h i s d i r e c t i o n r e s u l t i n g i n a 
r e l a t i v e l y l e v e l surface 
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