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Summary

This docu ment rep orts o n the  results of a watching brie f un dertaken by Field  A rchaeology Sp ecialists (F AS)

Ltd on behalf of R yedale District Council an d the  Paroch ial Church Co uncil of St Michael’s Church d uring the

excavation of serv ice tren ches at St Michael’s C hurch, Market Pla ce, Malton, North Yorkshire.  The w atching

brief w as ca rried o ut interm ittently betw een the 1 2th Janu ary and  the 1st March  20 10.

The wa tching brief involved m onitoring of groundworks for a ne w foul d rain to  serve a disabled toilet located

within t he we st en d o f th e so uth a isle of  St  Mi chael’s and  gro undworks f or th e ex cavation of a trench t o r eceive

a floo dlighting for the w est en d o f the church.

The excavation of the foul drain trench encountered several previous services and no a rchaeological s trata were

encountered.  A  sm all qu antity of human b one was r ecovered during m onitoring and  rebu ried d uring

groundworks.  The ex cavation of the  flood light cable encountered a seq uence of topsoil and rubble; no

archaeological rem ains w ere en countered.

Acknowledgements

FAS a re g rateful to  Louise Lunn , Busine ss Liaison Manag er, Ry edale District Cou ncil and the  R everend Peter

Bowes, Priest in  C harge, St Mich ael’s C hurch for their assistance and  coo peration.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This docu ment r eports on  the results o f a watching bri ef un dertaken b y Field  A rchaeology Sp ecialists (F AS)

Ltd on behalf of R yedale District Council an d the  Pa rochial Church  Council of St M ichael’s Church d uring the

excavation of serv ice tren ches at St Michael’s Church, Market Pla ce, Malton, North Y orkshire.  The w atching

brief w as ca rried o ut interm ittently betw een the 1 2th Janu ary and  the 1st March  20 10.

1.1 LOCATION A ND LA ND U SE

St M ichael’s C hurch is a  G rade II* listed b uilding a nd is

located in th e centre of Ma rket P lace, Ma lton, N orth

Yorkshire (F igure 1 ; N GR: SE 7850 7170; Plate 1).  The

church is e nclosed to the so uthwest a nd no rthwest by

areas o f car parking and  to the northeast by  com mercial

properties.  T he a rea to the im mediate north of the

church and  to the so uth o f t he w est en d are  sm all areas

of garde n.  To  the no rth and south of the church are two

alleys oriented b roadly N E-SW.

1.2 AIMS A ND O BJECTIVES

The aim of the watching brief was to identify, characterise and record any arch aeological de posits encountered

during the groundworks w hich would be  des troyed o r d isturbed by the installation of n ew services.

1.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL B ACKGROUND

Malton is situated in the southwe st corn er of the Va le of Pickering betw een the H owardian Hills and the

Yorkshire Wo lds.  Malton or ‘New  Malton’ lies within  the wapentake of Ryedale and partly  in the L iberty of

St P eter, a nd c onsists of tw o parishes, St Leonard and St Michael.  The settlement of New Malton li es c lose to

the cr ossing p oint ove r th e ri ver De rwent an d the c onstruction o f a  br idge th ere is  re corded i n t he 12 th c entury.

The boro ugh o f N ew Malton w as founded after 1138 and b uilt to a g rid pla n.  St Michael’s C hurch is s ituated

within Mark et Pla ce w hich deviates slig htly from  the  tow n g rid lay out.  R eferences to St Micha el and  St

Leonard’s c hapels predate the fo undation o f the Gilbertine P riory in c.1150.

Elements of N orman fab ric su rvive w ithin the fabric o f the c hurch including th e pillars and capitals o f the north

aisle and the capitals o f the south aisle.  A  to wer w as added in th e 15th c entury a nd the church w as h eavily

restored d uring t wo ca mpaigns of  th e 19 th c entury.

Plate 1   S t Michael’s Church lo oking east
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2.0 FIELDWORK P ROCEDURE

2.1 FOUL PI PE T RENCH

The excav ation of a new serv ice tren ch to  receiv e a foul pipe  serv ing a new toilet within the west end of the

south aisle o f St Michael’s w as req uired.  The trench connected to an e xisting m anhole w ithin th e alley  to the

southeast of  t he church and continued WSW t owards th e west e nd o f the church f or a  d istance of c.40.0m

(Figure 2 ).  Within the  con fines o f the alleyway exc avation w as u ndertaken b y han d and beyond the alley way

excavation was u ndertaken u sing a  s mall t racked m ini d igger f itted with a toothless ditching b ucket; a ll

excavation was unde rtaken under archaeological su pervision.  The trench measured c.0.30m w ide an d b etween

0.60 an d 0 .70m dee p.

2.2 FLOODLIGHT TRENCH

The excav ation of a trench to receive cables for new floodlighting for the west end of St Michael’s C hurch.  The

trench connected to an  existin g lam ppost situated to the north  of the ch urch and continued a round the west end

of the  chu rch se rving fou r flood lights.  The trenc h m easured 0.25m w ide an d 0 .50m dee p; all excav ation was

undertaken b y han d u nder archaeological su pervision.

Measured sketch and photographic records were made of the  po sition o f the service tren ches and the fea tures

encountered.

3.0 FIELDWORK RESULTS

3.1 FOUL PI PE T RENCH

Excavation of the  new  fou l pipe  trench  enc ountered a deep d eposit of

limestone h ardcore consisting o f l ight b rownish-grey c layey s and with

frequent lim estone rubble and occasional brick frag ments, w hich was

not e xceeded during  excav ation.  A total of ten p re-existing serv ices

were p resent within the trench (Plate 2).  The on ly ar chaeological

presence of note was a total of th ree frag ments o f d isarticulated

human bo ne co nfined t o t he ha rdcore de posit wi thin t he al leyway.

The bon e w as b agged a nd reburied w ithin th e ser vice t rench during

fieldwork.

3.2 FLOODLIGHT TRENCH

The floodlig ht tren ch p assed throug h the sm all gard en to th e no rth of

the ch urch was a seq uence of hardcore r ubble under lying a deep

garden soil was encou ntered.  Beyond the sm all g arden the sequence Plate 2   F oul p ipe se rvice tren ch
looking east
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was restricted to a layer of hardcore; the layer w as n ot ex ceeded

during g roundworks an d n o arc haeological remains were enc ountered

(Plate 3 ).

4.0 DISCUSSION

No a rchaeological rem ains w ere en countered d uring the w atching

brief.  The existence of several previous services w ithin the alley  and

a w idespread lay er of hardcore m eant th at any  arch aeological rem ains

within this area had been rem oved, although arc haeological rem ains

may e xist at a g reater d epth, po ssibly sig nalled by the  prese nce of

disarticulated h uman b one en countered d uring f ieldwork.

5.0 ARCHIVE

Electronic and paper copies o f this r eport h ave be en sen t t o Louise Lunn, B usiness Liaison Ma nager, R yedale

District C ouncil, the  Re verend P eter Bo wes, Pri est in  C harge, St Michael’s C hurch, a nd th e North Y orkshire

County C ouncil His toric E nvironment R ecord.

Plate 3   F loodlight tren ch lo oking
north
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