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1.0 Summary. 
l . l This Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) is a method statement for a programme 

of archaeological observation, investigation and recording, to be carried out during 
groundworks associated with the construction of a dwelling, garage and associated 
services and infrastructure. 

TMs WSI has been prepared by QnSite Archaeology Ltd to detail the mitigation 
programme to be employed. 

2.0 Site Location. 

.2.1 The village of Saxton lies to the immediate south of the village of Towton, and to the 
immediate west of village of Barkston Ash. The proposed development site lies 
on the eastem edge of Saxton. It is bounded to the south by Headwell Lane, to the 
east by agricultural land, to the north by grazing land, and to the west by a residential 
pEoperty (Figure 1). 

The current land use of the site is residential. The area comprises a detached, single 
storey dwelling and garden with various out buildings. The garden itself is turfed, with 
several fruit trees and a vegetable patch. The application site currently comprises a 
garden/orchard of approxunately 0.25ha. adjacent to the existuig dwelling (Fircroft).. 
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Figure I. Site Location (NGR SE 477 367) 
Repnxluod tnmi dw 20(X) Rsvianl Oidiance Survey 1:25.{XW i n ^ 

O CrownCTiiyt^K. OSAUomceNo; AI,32132A0001 

3.0 Planning Background 

3.1 Planning permission has been granted for ihe erection of a detached dwelling and 
garage, subject to archaeological conditions to secure a programme of archaeological 
work. Condition 4 states that: 

3.2 "No development shall take place within the application area until Ite applicant has 
secured tbe imptementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance 
with a writtHi scheme of investigatirai which has been submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

3.3 Reason: In accordance with Policy ENV28 of the Local Plan." 
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4.0 Archaeological Interest. 

4.1 The proposed dewiopment site lies within an area of archaeological mterest, with the 
pot^tial for the survival of remains of the prehistoric and later periods. 

4.2 The site is adjacent to a Scheduled Monument comprising a medieval Motte and 
Bailey castle (Scheduled Monument No 20518). The motte is forty metres in diameter 
itt iuB base and alwuttWQ metres high. A slight eight metre wide ditch surrounds the 
mound and there is a hollow area at the top which marks the site of "titas tower which 
was originally located here. The Manor House, formerly the residence of the Hungate 
femily, was demolished in the early nineteenth centuiy but its foundations survive 
immediately to the south of Manor Farm. The monument was altered by the building 
of a later medieval manor house in the north east esHwrofthebail^ and also by the 
creation of small enclosures, a hollow way and a pond beside die mot^. 

4.3 In addition the Ordnance Survey map of 1849 shows earthworks aligned northwest to 
southeast to the south of the motte which may forni the outer bailey ditch. This 
feature may extend into the application area. 

4.4 An archaeological evaluation was carried out by OnSite Archaeology iJd in July 
2008. The evaluation comprised two trenches, each 5m x 2m in size. 

4.5 Trench 1 was foimd to contain two postholes and two linear features. One linear 
feature was cut into the limestone bedrock, the other features were cut into the deep B-
horizon of the soil profile. The postfaoles possibly belong to a small s»le structure 
such as a fence or animal pen. The uppermost Unear feature could be evidence of a 
robbed out structure, or an old hedgerow. The linear feature cutting through bedrock 
vras a north-south aligned ditch, also seen in trench 2. No dating evidence was found 
in ttiis trench, It is possible that the deeper ditch is the same as the ditch shown on the 
1849 OS map. 

4.6 Trench 2 was found to contain an L-shaped feature cutting the deep B-horizon and a 
linear feature cutting lunestone bedrock. The L-shaped feature may be the remains of 
a small scale striH t̂uie such as an animal pen. The dimensions of the feature suggest 
that the structure would have been small and quite insubstantial. The linear feature 
was a continuation of the ditch fowd in tr^ch 1. No dating evidrai^ found in 
this trench. 

5.0 Objectives. 

5.1 The objective of the mitigation totegy is to ensure that any archa«)lo^cal deposits 
that might be uncovered can be ftilly recorded. 

5.2 The results of the watching brief will be made public. CENTRAL SERVICES 
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6.0 Methodol^^> 

6.1 Tlie«^atching brief shall comfari^ tiw Mdiaesob^tad monitoring of all groimdwod^ 
required fcM* Hm ismtepn^cM: (Figure 2). £$fi^^(Mi» will hemd^trilw wSt^ 
ardiaeolc^icai si^ervision. This is to enable the identification and recording of any 
ardia^logic^l material that might be vmemm^ 

6.2 Duimg tfaê iKlWCSê of tlw groundwOTks, sufficient time and opportunity will be given to 
die ar^oBoIo^tls trppestipte and record my ar^aimlopi^ ren^dis, Aldiough Ae 
attendmg arehs^o^psti^ endeavowtlo'xvo^ efBciently and with mmimnm 
disruption to Ae construction programme, Aere may be occâ ims when a slight delay 
is unavoid^le. The grotnKlw»ifo<»titaMti3rs3ic«M be for̂ Muned of Aispc^biUty. 

Figure 2. Propixed site plan ^amuelKendeiAssodam) 

43 Arelmeological lecpcAng wiU concise theirsduGtim ci'wiVbsrk Asm #0 
appropriate scales) $tiA photogncyiluc records. 

<$.4 Mm-oiQ ŝEn ÊSdiSed and mstratified artefa^^Mn fce obUet̂ ed to ̂ st^ m Ae 
iiiterpcBtgitiaiiairil iatalysis of Ae chronological secpRne^ Afl reeor^^ffladcl^ and 
slME^ nulaM wiU be of an^iive quality recanliog syst 
Aerecipiientmnsi^im. AUov«MniNttsta;tM4Bfr»rpreliQnDa^ 
stabilisation of all objects and an assessniEatt (riTta^t-teim^ 
Finds wiU be sepptiapaiti^y^fpaAsi^A^^ 

O n S ^ Archaeology. May M i l 



Fircroft. HeadweU Lane, Saxton Written Scheme of Investigation for a Programme of Archaeological Recording 

Ae RESCUEAJKIC publication First Aid for Finds. All iron objects, a selection of non-
ferrous artefacts (including all coins), and a sample of any industrial debris relating to 
metallurgy will be X-raAographed before assessment 

6.5 On completion of the fieldwork an ordered archive will be prepared and deposited 
with the appropriate museum service. 

6.6 WiA Ae exception of human remains and finds of treasure (as defined under the 1996 
Treasure Act), which should be reported to Ae coroner, all finds are Ae property of 
the landowner. However, it is expected Aat Ae finds will be deposited wiA Ae 
archive, togeAer wiA Ae material generated during Ae evaluation of Ae site. 

7.0 Report Preparation, Contents & Distribution. 

7.1 WiAin six weeks of Ae completion of Ae work a report will be produced and 
submitted to Ae developer, the Local Planning AuAority and Ae Historic 
Environment Office. 

7.2 A report shall be prepared to include Ae following: 

a) A non-technical summary of Ae results of Ae work. 

b) An introduction page to include Ae site code, planning reference number, dates when 
Ae fieldwork and post-excavation analyses took place, and a National Grid Reference. 

c) An account of Ae meAods and results of Ae fieldwork in Ae context of Ae known 
archaeology of the area. This shall be supported by an overall plan of Ae site accurately 
identifying Ae location of trenches; individual trench plans as excavated indicating the 
location of archaeological feaAres, with at least one section deAiling Ae stratigraphic 
sequence of deposits within each trench; and photographs. 

d) A specialist assessment of Ae artefacts recovered wiA a view to their potential for 
furAer study. 

e) A specialist assessment of environmental samples taken, wiA a view to Aeir potential 
for subsequent study. 

7.3 Copies of Ae report will be submitted to Ae commissioning body, Ae Local Planning 
AuAority, and the Historic Environment Record, wiAin an agreed timetable and 
subject to any contractual requirements on confidentiality. 

CENTRAL SERVICES 

— 2 8 JUN 2011 8.0 Copyright, Confidentiality & Publicity. 

8.1 Unless the organisation commissionmg Ae project wishes to st ite othpgggHj^Q 
copyright of any written, graphic or photographic records and reports rests wiA On-
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i^te Archaeology Ltd. Agreements on copyri^t should be agreed wiA Ae 
commissioning body at Ae outset of Ae project 

8.2 The circumstances undor which the report or records can be used by oth^ parties 
should be identified at Ae commencement of Ae project, as should Ae proposals for 
distribution of tbe repent (s^ 7 above). On-Site Arcfuieology iJd will respect the 
commissioning body's requirements over confidentiality, but will endeavoiu: to 
emphasise Aeir profes^cmal obligation to m£dce Ae results of archaeological woric 
Miailable to Ae wider archaeolc^ical commuiuty within a reason^le time (normally 6 
ttHSnfhs). 

8.3 OnrSite Archaeology Lufhsts a duty of confidaoce to the cliart commissioning Ae 
WMk. All a^)ects of publicity must be agreed at Ae outset of Ae project between Ae 
conmn^Edoidag body and On-Site Archaeology Ltd. 

9.0 Monitoring, Health And Safety, Staffing & Insurance. 

9.1 HealA and safety will take priority over archaeological matters. All archaeologists 
undertaking fieldwork will comply wiA all HealA and Safety Legislation. 

9.2 On-Site Archaeology Ltd will ensure that Aey are adequately insured, to cover aU 
eventualities, including risks to Aird parties. 

10.0 Personnel. 

All work will be under tite overall supervision of Mir. N F e t f ^ MEFA (Member of Ae 
In t̂tEtte of Field Archaeologists). OAer project staff mclude: -

Project Officer James Stanley (provisional) 
Sheffield Archaeobotanical Consultantgr, 
Department of Archaeolo©' 
Umversity of Sheffield, 
NorAgato F^iMi^ 
WestSti^et, 
ShefiSeld. Sl 4ET. 

'^^Amfyins Ehr Chris CumberpatiA 
John Tibbies 
RuA Leary 

Conservation York Archaeoiogical Trust 
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