
NYCC HER 
i — 

SNY 

6355 
CNY 
PcTiSh 6\oo 
Reed 

HIGH BRIDGE 

KNARESBOROUGH 

NORTH YORKSHIRE 

SE 34507 57133 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 

FOR 

HARROGATE BOROUGH COUNCIL 

DEPARTMENT OF TECHNICAL SERVICES 

SEPTEMBER - NOVEMBER 1994 

Kevin John Cale November 1994 



CONTENTS 

LIST OF FIGURES 

LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHIC PLATES 

INTRODUCTION 

SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 8 

HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 11 

METHODOLOGY 14 

SUMMARY OF E X C A V A T I O N S 16 

EXCAVATION RECORD 18 

CONCLUSION 48 



LIST OF FIGURES 

FIGURE 1 SITE LOCATION PLAN 

FIGURE 2 SITE PLAN 

FIGURE 3 HIGH BRIDGE 15 



LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHIC PLATES 

PLATE 1 General shot of High Bndge 

PLATE 2 West faang elevation of High Bndge, 
revealing the three distinct phases of 
construction 

PLATE 3 East facing elevation of High Bndge 

PLATE 4 Feature A, dressed magnesian limestone 
masonry 39 

PLATE 5 Detail of Feature A 39 

PLATE 6 Features C and D, the west facing elevation 
of the 18th Century bndge 42 

PLATE 7 Feature G, the apex of the northern arch of 
the bndge on it's eaistern side, as 
revealed within Trench E 42 

PLATE 8 Feature E, a former kerbline on the 
northern side of the bndge, revealed within 
Trench E 45 

PLATE 9 Feature F, granite setts bedded v*nthin 
bitumen, a former road sur-face on the 
northern side of the bndge, revealed 
withm Trench E 45 



PLATE 1 
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HIGH BRIDGE. KNARESBOROUGH 
NORTH YORKSHIRE 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 
SEPTEMBER 1994 

INTRODUCTION 

In J u n e 1994 Har roga te Bo rough Counc i l i n s t r u c t e d K e v i n John C a l e , 
A rchaeo log ica l C o n s u l t a n t , to maintain an archaeo log ica l Watch ing B r i e f on g r o u n d 
d i s t u r b a n c e assoc ia ted with foo tworks and t r ench excava t i ons on the H igh 
B r i d g e C o u n t y Schedu led A n c i e n t Monument No 87 

Mrs M K e r s h a w , C u r a t o r , Har roga te Museums S e r v i c e , had in fo rmed Techn i ca l 
S e r v i c e s , Har roga te Bo rough Counc i l in 1994 that the p roposed wo rks were to be 
under taken on a Schedu led A n c i e n t Monument and as such permiss ion f o r g r o u n d 
d i s t u r b a n c e would have to be g ran ted from E n g l i s h Her i tage Har roga te Bo rough 
Counc i l were in formed that i t would be necessa ry to engage the s e r v i c e s of an 
archaeo log is t to maintain a watch ing br ie f on the proposed g r o u n d d i s t u r b a n c e 

The wo rks were unde r taken in o r d e r to rep lace sect ions of an e x i s t i n g and now 
outdated s u r f a c e water d r a i n , in advance of the r e s u r f a c i n g of the e x i s t i n g 
h ighway and footways ac ross the b r i dge T h e al ignment and locat ion of the 
proposed t r ench excava t i ons were c h o s e n , where poss ib le to co inc ide wi th areas 
of the s t r u c t u r e that had been p r e v i o u s l y d i s t u r b e d by the l a y i n g of s e r v i c e s , 
and in so do ing i t was hoped the wo rks would have the least poss ib le impact on the 
monument 

The desk top s t u d y ind ica ted that the s i te of the e x i s t i n g b r i d g e had been a ma]or 
c r o s s i n g point of the R i v e r N idd s ince at least the 13th C e n t u r y w i th the no r t he rn 
bank of the r i v e r be ing the focus of the medieval woollen c lo th i n d u s t r y w i th in 
K n a r e s b o r o u g h T h e e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e wh i l s t con ta in ing la te medieval f a b r i c was 
l a rge l y the p roduc t of more recent r ebu i l ds and ex tens ions 

A s i te i nspec t i on combined with d i scuss ions with Har roga te Bo rough C o u n c i l s 
Eng inee rs p r i o r to the commencement of wo rks ind ica ted that the su r face of the 
b r i dge had been heav i l y d i s t u r b e d by repeated g round d i s t u r b a n c e assoc ia ted 
with the l a y i n g of s e r v i c e s and r e s u r f a c i n g wo rks Howeve r , the potent ia l 
remained that medieval and post medieval archaeo log ica l depos i t s and s u r f a c e s 
may s u r v i v e in s i tu ac ross par ts of the s t r u c t u r e 

The watch ing b r ie f was unde r taken on T u e s d a y 6th September and conc luded on 
F r i d a y 11th November 1994 



FIGURE 1 SITE LOCATION PLAN 

Not to Scale 



PLATE 2 

West facing elevation of High Br idge, revealing 
tha three dist inct phases of construction 

PLATE 3 

East facing elevation of High Br idge 


