
SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

K n a r e s b o r o u g h 

The market town of K n a r e s b o r o u g h is s i tua ted on a ou t c rop of Magnesian 
Limestone that forms an a rea of r e l a t i ve l y h igh g round on the 76 metre con tou r on 
the western s ide of the Va le of Y o r k The town is s i tua ted approx ima te l y f ou r 
miles to the nor th east of Ha r roga te and e ighteen miles west of Y o r k The 
sett lement is located on the eas te rn s ide of Kna resbo rough go rge a na tu ra l f i s s u r e 
cu t by the R i v e r N idd 

H igh B r i d g e 

H igh B r i d g e is located on the south wes te rn f r i n g e of the deve loped area of the 
set t lement and s i tua ted w i th in K n a r e s b o r o u g h Gorge at 44 metres above sea l e v e l , 
at the foot of Bond End / T e n t e r g a t e and Fores t Lane Hi l l 

T h e s i te has been chosen as a c r o s s i n g point so as to take advan tage of the 
re la t i ve ly shal low g rad ien t of the s ides of the gorge wh ich are o therw ise 
p rec ip i tous T h e R i v e r N idd at th is po in t measures up to 40 metres wide and 
f lows re la t i ve ly deep , mak ing the s i te unsu i tab le as a f o rd i ng po in t Upst ream 
of the b r i dge the banks of the R i v e r N idd are wooded and have been i nco rpo ra ted 
in to the g r o u n d s of B i l ton and Conyngham Hall Downstream the eas te rn n v e r 
bank is s i tua ted below the magnesian l imestone c l i f f s and s u p p o r t the Waters ide 
development wh ich o r i g i na l l y g rew up a round the mills but i s now dominated by 
l and ing s tages and tour ism T h e wes te rn n v e r bank is wooded and l a r g e l y 
undeve loped o ther than the a n c i l l a r y b u i l d i n g s associated wi th the D ropp ing Well 
complex 

The b n d g e is a doub le span s tone s t r u c t u r e with a cent ra l p i e r , s u p p o r t i n g the 
A59 main Har roga te to Y o r k road T h e b r i dge is a l igned nor th nor th east and 
measures a total l eng th of 80 metres and up to 23 metres in w i d t h , the su r f ace of 
the ca r r i ageway is e levated approx ima te l y 4 5 metres above the R i v e r N idd T h e 
e x i s t i n g composi te s t r u c t u r e con ta ins f a b r i c that dates back to the 14th C e n t u r y , 
wi th s u b s e q u e n t a l te ra t ions and ex tens ions that have con t inued up to the mid 20th 
C e n t u r y T h i s sequence of b u i l d i n g wo rks can be most eas i l y i den t i f i ed from the 
inspec t ion of the u n d e r s i d e of the b n d g e 

The ear l ies t s t r u c t u r e a doub le span pack horse b n d g e c o n s t r u c t e d out of 
d ressed magnesian l imestone is well concealed by more recen t a l te ra t ions and i s 
s i tua ted east of cen t re of the e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e T h i s n b - v a u l t e d s t r u c t u r e wi th 
segmental a r ches measures approx ima te ly 3 metres wide and is a l igned nor th 
south askew to the e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e T h e masonry of th is b r i d g e is heav i l y 
weathered and has de te r io ra ted as a resu l t of water seepage t h r o u g h th is 
s t r u c t u r e t h r o u g h o u t the c e n t u n e s 
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The cen t ra l sec t ion of the e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e i s an 18th C e n t u r y ex tens ion c ladd 
onto the wes te rn s ide of the medieval b n d g e T h i s s t r u c t u r e has tw in rounded 
a rches and is c o n s t r u c t e d out of d ressed sands tone , the width of the s t r u c t u r e 
measures up to 4 metres It i s suspec ted that th is phase of w o r k s re la tes to the 
1773 repa i r s and en la rgement of the b r i dge 

The e x i s t i n g e l eva t i ons , parape ts and ang led p ie rs of the b r i d g e were 
cons t ruc ted out of d r e s s e d sands tone d u n n g the 1920's T h i s the las t phase of 
major cons t r uc t i on work on the b r i dge i nvo l ved the add i t ion of a 4 metre wide 
ex tens ion to the wes te rn s ide of the late 18th C e n t u r y s t r u c t u r e , toge ther with 
the add i t ion of a 1 metre wide ex tens ion to the eastern e levat ion of the medieval 
s t r u c t u r e , a long wi th the re in forcement of the cent ra l p ie rs of the b n d g e 

S ince these major a l te ra t ion wo rks the su r face of the b n d g e has been sub jec ted 
to a s e n e s of modi f ica t ions re la t ing to the re -a l ignment of the c a r r i a g e w a y and the 
cons t ruc t i on of foo tways 
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HISTORICAL AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

Knaresbo rough 

T h e o n g i n s of the set t lement of Kna resbo rough are re la t i ve l y o b s c u r e T h e f i r s t 
re fe rence to the town is in 1086 in the Doomsday Book , where i t i s reco rded as 
C h e a r e s b u r g , th i s p lace name ev idence would s u g g e s t that the s i te may have been 
fo r t i f i ed and may date back to Ang lo Saxon p e r i o d , ' b u r g ' meaning de fended 
enc losure T h e r e i s however no phys i ca l ev idence of the p re -No rman set t lement 
at K n a r e s b o r o u g h , and f rom re fe rences wi th in the Doomsday book i t would appear 
that the 11th c e n t u r y set t lement i f not deser ted was g rea t l y reduced 

It seems l i ke l y tha t the set t lement began to deve lop d u r i n g the f i r s t half of the 
12th c e n t u r y , when i t i s known that both the Cas t le and the p a n s h c h u r c h were 
in ex i s tence , both s t r u c t u r e s cont inued to deve lop well in to the late medieval 
per iod 

By the 13th c e n t u r y K n a r e s b o r o u g h was ac t ing as the cen t re of an i r o n - w o r k i n g 
i n d u s t r y , p rocess i ng the i rons tone mined from the Fores t of K n a r e s b o r o u g h 

D u n n g the M t h c e n t u r y the set t lement cont inued to deve lop and e x p a n d , l a r g e l y 
as a resu l t of i t be ing idea l l y s i tua ted as a catchment foci fo r the t rade and 
exchange of goods between the Pennine economy to the west and that of the Va le 
of Y o r k to the east T h e documentary ev idence con f i rms that by 1307 
Kna resbo rough had been g ran ted a weekly market and an annua l f a i r and the 
inhab i tan ts of the town were made f ree bu rgesses T r a d e and i n d u s t r y d u r i n g 
the la te r medieval p e n o d would appear to have cen t red a round the woollen 
i n d u s t r y , but a lso i n c l u d e d a wide va r ie t y of o ther t rades s u c h as c o b b l e r s , 
b r e w e r s , b u t c h e r s , t a n n e r s , meta lworkers and b lacksmi ths 

The post medieval p e n o d w i tnessed a t rans i t ion from the woollen to the l inen 
i n d u s t r y T h i s i n d u s t r y con t inued to grow d u r i n g the 18th and ea r l y 19th 
cen tu r ies and the town benef i ted from th is boom However d u r i n g the second half 
of the 19th c e n t u r y th i s i n d u s t r y cont rac ted and K n a r e s b o r o u g h was ec l ipsed by 
the growth of the new, reg iona l admin is t ra t i ve cen t re at Har roga te 
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Archaeo log ica l b a c k g r o u n d and p rev ious excava t ion wi th in the town 

K n a r e s b o r o u g h is a h i s to r i c town of i n t e r e s t and impor tance , and as there has 
been on ly a l imi ted amount of modern development w i th in the town c e n t r e , there 
IS a h igh potent ia l f o r the s u r v i v a l of h is to r i ca l s t a n d i n g s t r u c t u r e s and there i s 
a h igh potent ia l f o r the p rese rva t i on of bu r i ed archaeo log ica l depos i t s 
Archaeo log ica l i nves t i ga t i on w i th in the town has been l a r g e l y con f ined to a 
number of small r esea rch excava t ions w i th in the cast le g r o u n d s T h e s e have 
taken p lace, i n t e rm i t t en t l y , o v e r the las t s i x t y y e a r s , un fo r tuna te l y the reco rd 
fo r these wo rks a re incomplete and s k e t c h y Recen t l y a th ree y e a r programme 
of g round i nves t i ga t i on has c o n c l u d e d , these e x c a v a t i o n s , located immediately 
adjacent to the no r th and east e levat ions of the keep were conduc ted by Har roga te 
Museums and A r t Ga l l e r i es These works were unde r taken as a s u p p o r t to the 
ongo ing programme of r epa i r to the s tand ing s t r u c t u r e s 

Within the town c e n t r e , o v e r the las t number of y e a r s , a se r i es of wa tch ing b r ie f s 
have been mainta ined on local au tho r i t y t r ench excava t i ons and p r i va te 
developments in an at tempt to locate and examine the na tu re and form of the town 
de fence 's U n f o r t u n a t e l y these works have fa i led to i den t i f y any ev idence of th is 
de fens ive s t r u c t u r e s 

O the r en t r ies in the archaeo log ica l reco rd are from the dec la red chance f i n d s , 
r eco rds fo r t h i s in fo rmat ion has been noted s ince the 18th c e n t u r y T h e f i n d s 
range from a B r o n z e A g e per fo ra ted stone axe that was found at B l i n d Lane Fa rm, 
to a Roman u rn o r cook ing pot of An ton ine date that was recove red f rom south of 
Ten te rga te A v e n u e The g rea te r major i ty of these f i n d s are i so la ted co ins da t ing 
from the Roman p e n o d onwards 

High B n d g e and i t ' s e n v i r o n s 

Medieval References 

From the S tu tev i l l e C h a r t e r i t is ev iden t that a main t ho rough fa re passed ove r a 
b r i dge on or near the e x i s t i n g s i te lead ing to B i l ton as ea r l y as 1200 T h i s same 
road IS mentioned in the foundat ion C h a r t e r of the T r i n i t a r i a n House of St 
Robe r t ' s in K n a r e s b o r o u g h in 1256 
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In 1284 (and p o s s i b l y as e a r l y as 1211) there i s documentary re fe rence to a f u l l i n g 
mi l l , wh ich was s i tua ted on the nor th bank of the R i v e r N idd above the H igh 
B r i d g e , the i n d u s t r y was even tua l l y t ransp lan ted d u r i n g the e a r l y 16th C e n t u r y 
to Spi ta l C r o f t D u n n g the 13th C e n t u r y the a rea a round H igh B r i d g e had 
become the cen t re of the woollen c loth i n d u s t r y , and by the 15th C e n t u r y the area 
had become known as Ten te rga te (now Bond E n d ) , the name being d i r e c t l y 
associated wi th the woollen c loth i n d u s t r y ( ten te rs being the r a c k s on wh ich the 
c loth was hung out to d r y ) By the mid 15th C e n t u r y the s t r u c t u r e was r e f e r r e d 
to as Danyel l B r i d g e when the F r i a r s of the T r i n i t a r i a n House of S t R o b e r t ' s 
acqu i red a house at the sou th end of the b r i d g e 

Post-medieval References 

In the ea r l y 18th C e n t u r y H igh B r i d g e was a fea tu re in a scen ic ramble a long the 
sou the rn b a n k s of the R i v e r N idd known as T h e Long Walk wh ich was la id out by 
S i r Hen ry S l i n g s b y between 1738 and 1740 

In 1754 in a f ie ld by the s ide of H igh B r i d g e some s i l v e r and coppe r c o i n s , s p u r s , 
cannon bal ls and musket shot were f o u n d , i t i s thought that th is hoard was 
assoc ia ted wi th the 1642 Par l iamentar ian se ige of K n a r e s b o r o u g h cast le 

In 1752 the T r u s t e e s of the Har roga te T u r n p i k e b ranch were empowered to set up 
tol l gates on the Fo res t Lane - H igh B n d g e and Belmont - Low B n d g e rou tes in to 
K n a r e s b o r o u g h D u r i n g 1754 the road bu i l de r and s u r v e y o r " B l i n d " J a c k 
Metcal fe c o n s t r u c t e d the T u r n p i k e road between K n a r e s b o r o u g h and H a r r o g a t e , 
s t re t ches of th i s s t r u c t u r e were paved in s tone 

It is recorded that H igh B r i d g e was repa i red and en la rged in 1773 
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METHODOLOGY 

High B r i d g e i s a Schedu led A n c i e n t Monument of both reg ional and nat ional 
s i g n i f i c a n c e , and i t was fe l t that the proposed wo rks on th is s t r u c t u r e would have 
a leve l of impact that would requ i re archaeo log ica l p rov i s ion i n c o r p o r a t i n g in to 
the scheme of w o r k s T h e archaeo log is t would be engaged to oversee and monitor 
the proposed excava t i ons ac ross th is s t r u c t u r e 

T h e scheme of w o r k s ind ica ted that the in tended g round d i s t u r b a n c e would be 
l a r g e l y con f ined to g round leve ls that had been sub jec ted to a h igh leve l of 
d i s t u r b a n c e assoc ia ted with the ins ta l la t ion and repa i r s on e x i s t i n g s e r v i c e s 
However , i t was an t ic ipa ted that there was a v e r y real poss ib i l i t y that the 
proposed t r e n c h excava t i ons cou ld revea l p rev i ous l y un reco rded f a b r i c o r 
sur faces, re la t ing to th is medieval t r a n s p o r t s t r u c t u r e 

It was fe l t that t he re was a need to maintain a watch ing b r ie f d u r i n g all t r ench 
excava t ions and g r o u n d d i s t u r b a n c e assoc ia ted wi th the replacement of d ra inage 
chambers , i t was agreed that there was no reason to ex tend th i s p rov i s i on to 
i nc lude the l i f t i ng and re instatement of the e x i s t i n g footways 

The watch ing b r ie f cond i t ion makes p rov i s i on f o r an archaeo log is t to be p resen t 
on s i t e , to w i tness the excava t ion p r o c e s s e s , a l lowing the archaeo log is t a 
reasonable l eng th of time to sa t i s fac to r i l y reco rd any archaeo logy encoun te red 
By fo l lowing th i s p rocedu re i t is hoped that in format ion can be compi led to 
es tab l i sh the p resence or absence , ex ten t , cond i t i on , c h a r a c t e r , qua l i t y and date 
of any archaeo log ica l fea tu res o r depos i ts wh ich might ex i s t w i th in the area 
a f fec ted by the proposed improvement wo rks 

T H E B R I E F OF W O R K S 

It was agreed that the works would i nvo l ve th ree phases , each of wh ich would 
r equ i r e an a rchaeo log is t to be in a t tendance 

I The excava t ion of d ra inage t r e n c h ' s beneath the east and west footways 
and ac ross the h ighway in o rde r to rep lace the ex i s t i ng c lay sewer p ipes 

II The excava t ion of a t r ench across the fu l l l eng th of the b r i d g e , adjacent 
and r u n m n g para l le l to the eas tern parapet wall of the s t r u c t u r e 

m The demol i t ion of b r i c k bu i l t d ra inage chambers and necessa ry g r o u n d 
d i s t u r b a n c e a round these s t r u c t u r e s in advance of the ins ta l la t ion of 
rep lacement concre te chambers 



FIGURE 3 HIGH BRIDGE 

G u l l y Pet 1 

Scale 1 400 

15 



SUMMARY OF EXCAVATIONS 

In total 12 d ra inage gu l l eys and up to 50 metres t r ench were hand excava ted wi th 
a remain ing 84 metres of t r e n c h being machine excava ted 

The s t r a t i g r a p h y iden t i f i ed w i th in the exposed sect ions of these excava t i ons was 
inspec ted and i t was conf i rmed that the g round leve ls ac ross the b n d g e had been 
heav i l y d i s t u r b e d and d isp laced d u n n g the ins ta l la t ion of s e r v i c e s d u r i n g the las t 
100 yea rs A l t h o u g h the depth of these excava t i ons was l a r g e l y conf ined to the 
uppe r and more recent d e p o s i t s , i t would appear that th is d i s t u r b a n c e had 
resu l ted in the des t ruc t i on of al l but the most robus t fea tu res w i th in the 
archaeolog ica l r e c o r d 

The works exposed a number of p rev i ous l y un iden t i f i ed archaeolog ica l fea tu res 
These i nc luded the remains of what is suspec ted to have been a l a rge magnesian 
l imestone s t r u c t u r e which was s i tua ted to the immediate south of the b r i dge and 
IS suspec ted to be par t of an 18th C e n t u r y To l l Gate O the r more recen t , but 
p rev i ous l y u n r e c o r d e d fea tu res were noted that i nc luded road s u r f a c e s and 
d ra inage fea tu res 

A small assemblage po t te ry was recovered from these e x c a v a t i o n s , th is was 
en t i r e l y made up of modern and n ineteenth c e n t u r y porce la in These s t ra t i f i ed 
and uns t ra t i f i ed f i n d s were re t r i eved from all those depos i ts i nspec ted and merely 
conf i rms there recen t depos i t ion and d i s t u r b a n c e 

The wo rks p r o v i d e d a usefu l oppo r tun i t y to make a deta i led inspec t ion of the 
f a b r i c of the b r i d g e 

It was noted that the western s ide of the s t r u c t u r e was in a reasonable s tate of 
r epa i r a l though i t had been recen t l y sub jec ted to a h igh leve l of water of ac t i on , 
the source of wh ich emanated from a l eak ing water mam The f a b r i c and 
foundat ions of the western parapet wall appeared to be sound with the excep t ion 
of a d is locat ion in one sect ion of the masonry that can be a t t r i bu ted to or 
r esu l t i ng from an ea r l i e r b reach ing of the wall and the i nse r t i on of a cas t i ron 
d ra inage pipe F u r t h e r m o r e , i t was noted that the a rches on the western s ide of 
the b r i dge were sealed with a bi tumen membrane 
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T h e f a b r i c and founda t ions of the eas te rn parapet wall were in a poor s tate of 
r e p a i r , i t was noted that the sands tone foundat ions of th i s wall had been 
d i s t u r b e d and l a r g e l y removed to accommodate the ins ta l la t ion of e l ec t r i c i t y cab le , 
an attempt to r ec t i f y th is weakness had been made by l a y i n g a rough concre te 
foot ing aga ins t the base of the wa l l , the concre te was removed d u r i n g the 
excava t ion of T r e n c h E It was noted that the arches on the eas te rn s ide of the 
b r i dge had not been t reated wi th a bi tumen sea l , the absence of s u c h a membrane 
would almost ce r t a i n l y accoun t f o r the i nc reased permeat ion t h r o u g h u n d e r s i d e 
of the b r i dge at th is point It i s env i saged that the improvement to the d ra inage 
wo rks on the b r i dge wi l l a l lev ia te th is water retent ion and be d i r e c t l y benef ic ia l 
to the wel lbe ing of the monument 
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EXCAVATION RECORD 

AREA A 
Type hand excavation 
Class exploratory sondage 
NGR SE 34492 57105 
Planform rectangular 
Profile U shaped 
Aligned north west 
Length 120 cm 
Width 80 cm 
Depth 45 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No 1/5,7 
Comments 
an exploratory sondage was excavated to expose the nature and alignment of the existing services 
and drainage The excavation was situated at the southern extent of the footway on the western 
side of the bridge 
It was revealed that the area had been subjected to a high level of disturbance associated with 
the laying of four services including a cast iron gas pipe and three, ceramic, foul water drains 
These services were all situated within 26cm of the existing paved footway 
No features of archaeological significance were identified dunng these excavations 
A small assemblage of 19th century and modern pottery sherds were recovered from the layer of 
loamy clayey sand, no other finds were identified 

AREA B 
Type hand excavation 
Class exploratory sondage 
NGR SE 34495 57113 
Planform rectangular 
Profile U shaped 
Aligned north west 
Length 120 cm 
Width 180 cm 
Depth 80 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No 1/6-8 
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Comments 
an exploratory sondage was excavated to expose the nature and alignment of the existing services 
and drainage The excavation involved the demolition of the existing brick chamber of drainage 
gully no 2 situated at the southern end of the footway on the western side of the bndge 
It was revealed that the area had been subjected to a high level of disturbance associated with 
the laying of five services including a cast iron gas pipe and three, ceramic foul water drains 
together with a sheathed electricity cable These services were all situated within 26cm of the 
existing paved footway A single cast iron drainage pipe was identified running from the 
drainage chamber in a western direction passing through the foundations of the western parapet 
wall and projecting beyond the elevation of the bridge 
The foundations of the parapet wall consisted of dressed blocks of sandstone (comparable in size 
and form with the parapet wall), two courses deep and projecting eastwards from the base of the 
parapet wall up to 40cm A number of these foundation stones had been damaged and displaced 
during the installation of the cast iron drain 
A small assemblage of 19th century and modern pottery sherds were recovered from the layer of 
loamy clayey sand, no other finds were identified 
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AREA C 
Type hand excavation / Yorkshire Water 
Class exploratory sondage 
NGR SE 34500 57130 
Planform rectangular 
Profile U shaped 
Aligned north west 
Length 160 cm 
Width 120 cm 
Depth 90 cm 
Features C, D 
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No 6 
Film/Frame No 1/18-22, 25-26 
Comments 
an exploratory sondage was excavated by Yorkshire Pipelines on behalf of Yorkshire Water Services 
Ltd in order to locate a water mains pipe and identify a source of leakage The excavation was 
situated to the south of the centre of the bridge and adjacent the kerbline on the western side 
of the structure 
It was revealed that the area had been subjected to a high level of disturbance associated with 
the laying of a cast iron gas pipe which was identified at 30cm beneath the existing carriageway 
and this was found to be overlying the water mains pipe The cast iron water pipe was aligned 
north south and situated at 65cm below the existing carriageway The point of leakage was 
identified and the sondage was enlarged to afford access and enable the repair work on this 
section of pipe The repairs were made over two day penod and during which time the sondage was 
flooded with water, this water action resulted in both the deepening of the test hole and the 
under-cutting of it's sections Within the west facing section of the sondage this erosion 
exposed and cleaned the previously concealed western elevation of the 18th Century bndge 
(Feature C) and butted against this structure the remains of an early 20th Century road surface 
of sandstone setts (Feature D) The excavation of this sondage also revealed the nature and make 
up of the core of the 20th Century extension to the bridge which consisted of sandstone rubble 
fragments less than 40cm in size bedded and suspended withm a pink brown coloured sandy clay 
A small assemblage of 19th century and modern pottery sherds were recovered from the layer of 
sandy clay, no other finds were identified 

TRENCH A 
Type hand excavation 
Class pipe trench 
NGR SE 34499 57133 
Planform curvilinear 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned north east 
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Length 14 7 metres 
Width 40 cm 
Depth 65 cm 
Features 
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No 
Film/Frame No 1/9 
Comments 
the pipe trench was excavated from area B in a north easterly direction, parallel and immediately 
adjacent to the existing kerb, the excavation terminated within the drainage gully chamber no 4 
The trench was excavated through made up ground levels directly beneath the former footway The 
depth of the excavation was determined by an electricity service cable that ran parallel with 
kerb The base of the trench fell on a very shallow angle of slope to the south south west 
The trench excavation exposed a number of existing services including a cast iron gas pipe, 
ceramic surface water drains and a sheathed electricity cable 
No features of archaeological significance were identified during these excavations 
A small assemblage of 19th century and modern pottery sherds were recovered from the layer of 
loamy clayey sand, no other finds were identified 
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TRENCH B 
Type hand excavation 
Class pipe trench 
NGR SE 34493 57109 
Planform curvilinear 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned north east 
Length 14 5 metres 
Width 45 cm 
Depth 78 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No 1/14 
Comments 
the pipe trench was excavated from area B in a south westerly direction, parallel to the existing 
kerb, the excavation terminated within the drainage gully chamber no 1 The trench was excavated 
through made up ground levels directly beneath the former footway The base of the trench fell 
on a very shallow angle of slope to the south south west 
The trench excavation exposed a number of existing services including a ceramic surface water 
drain and an sheathed electricity cable 
No features of archaeological significance were identified during these excavations 
A very small assemblage of 19th century and modern pottery sherds were recovered from the layer 
of loamy clayey sand, no other finds were identified 

TRENCH C 
Type hand excavation 
Class pipe trench 
NGR SE 34509 57154 
Planform linear 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned north north east 
Length 10 metres 
Width 50 cm 
Depth 52 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No 1/29 
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Comments 
the pipe trench was excavated from drainage gully no 5 in a north north easterly direction, 
parallel and immediately adjacent to the existing kerb, the excavation terminated within the 
drainage gully chamber no 6 The trench was excavated through made up ground levels directly 
beneath the western side of the carriageway and adjacent to the kerb The trench fell on a very 
shallow angle of slope to the south west 
No services were exposed dunng the excavation of this trench 
No features of archaeological significance were identified dunng these excavations 
A small assemblage of 19th century and modern pottery sherds were recovered from the layer of 
loamy clayey sand, no other finds were identified 
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TRENCH D 
Type hand excavation 
Class pipe trench 
NGR SE 34509 57150 
Planform linear 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned north west 
Length 10 5 metres 
Width 50 cm 
Depth 180 cm 
Feature B 
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No 1/27-28 
Comments 
the pipe trench was excavated from drainage gully no 5 in a south easterly direction, across the 
main carriageway, terminating at the manhole chamber no 1 The trench was excavated through the 
modern road surface with it's hardcore bedding and a substantial depth of disturbed ground 
These made up ground levels were associated with the backfill of an earlier trench excavations 
relating to the installation of a bnck drainage culvert (Feature B), together with a cast iron 
gas mam identified at the south western extent of the trench aligned north east The trench 
fell on a very shallow angle of slope, the gradient of which increases to the south east 
The trench excavation terminated adjacent to the 2 metre deep brick inspection chamber, the base 
of the chamber wall was breached to install the new drain, at 135cm beneath the existing 
carriageway a brick box drain (Feature B) was noted 
No features of archaeological significance were identified dunng these excavations 
No finds of archaeological interest were identified during these excavations 

TRENCH E 
Type machine excavation 
Class pipe trench 
NGR SE 34516 57143 
Planform curvilinear 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Al1gned north north east 
Length 84 metres 
Width 100 cm 
Depth 48 cm 
Features E, F, G 
Fig Nos 3 
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Plate No 7, 8, 9 
Film/Frame No 2/1-19 

Comments 

the pipe trench was excavated immediately adjacent to the eastern parapet wall of the bndge, 
the machine excavation of this trench commenced at the Waterside junction and ran the full length 
of the bridge The trench was excavated through made up ground levels directly beneath the 
former footway The base of the trench fell on a very shallow angle of slope to the south 
The trench excavation exposed a number of existing services including ceramic surface water 
drains, telecom cables and a sheathed electricity cable 
A number of archaeological features dating to the late 19th - early 20th Century were identified 
during these excavations These included a short section of a buned kerbline (Feature E) and 
road surface (Feature F) together with the apex of the northernmost archway of the bridge 
(Feature G) It was noted that the eastern parapet wall unlike it's western equivalent lacked 
a foundation plinth, however, a short 320cm length of such a foundation was noted at the southern 
extent of the wall, this section had been subject to some disturbance and it would appear that 
this structure may well have continued along the full length of the parapet but had recently been 
removed to facilitate the installation of an electricity cable 
A small assemblage of 19th century and modern pottery sherds were recovered from the layer of 
heavily disturbed loamy clayey sand, no other finds were identified 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 1 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chamber 
NGR SE 34491 57103 
Planform rectangular 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned west 
Length 85 cm 
Width 92 cm 
Depth 128 cm 
Feature A 
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No 4, 5 
Film/Frame No 1/10-13,15-16 
Comments 
the existing drainage gully situated at the southern extent of the bndge and adjacent to the 
kerbline was removed and the brick chamber was demolished The stratigraphy revealed within the 
exposed sections of this excavation indicated that this area of ground had been heavily disturbed 
during the installation of the cast iron water and gas service pipes which were identified at 48 
cm below the existing carriageway These services were bedded on a layer of pink-orange coloured 
sandy clay that contained a relatively high quantity of inclusions which included magnesian 
limestone chipping's, charcoal flecking and gravel, a single fragment of clay tobacco pipe stem 
was recovered from this layer Within the base of the excavation at 134cm below the existing 
carriageway the sandy clay layer was found to seal a magnesian limestone wall (Feature A) this 
small section of dressed masonry was aligned north east and was found to be in situ 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 2 
Type 
Class 
NGR 
Planform 
Profile 
Aligned 
Length 
Width 
Depth 

hand excavation 
gully chamber 
SE 34495 57109 
rectangular 
flat bottomed U 
west 
120 cm 
100 cm 
100 cm 

Features 
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No 
Film/Frame No 1/17 
Comments 
the existing drainage gully situated on the southern side of the bridge and adjacent to the 
kerbline was removed and the brick chamber was demolished The stratigraphy revealed within the 
exposed sections of this excavation indicated that this area of ground had been heavily disturbed 
associated with the installation of up to four services including a cast iron gas pipe and three, 
ceramic, foul water drains 
No archaeological features were identified within this excavation 
No finds were identified 

2/ 



DRAINAGE GULLY 3 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chamber 
NGR SE 34499 57114 
Planform rectangular 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned west 
Length 120 cm 
Width 100 cm 
Depth 100 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No 1/23-24 
Comments 
the existing drainage gully situated south of the centre of the bridge adjacent to the kerbline 
was removed and the brick chamber was partially demolished This former brick built chamber had 
been constructed directly upon the apex of the southern arch of the bridge, the surface of which 
had been sealed with a coating of bitumen The west, north and south facing sides of the former 
bnck chamber were left in situ, it was therefore not possible to inspect the nature of the 
stratigraphy 
No archaeological features were identified within this excavation 
No finds were identified 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 4 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chamber 
NGR SE 34503 57126 
Planform rectangular 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned west 
Length 120 cm 
Width 120 cm 
Depth 108 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No -

Comments 
the existing drainage gully situated north of the centre of the bridge adjacent to the kerbline 
was removed and the brick chamber was partially demolished The west, north and south facing 
sides of the former bnck chamber were left in situ, it was therefore not possible inspect the 
nature of the stratigraphy 
No archaeological features were identified within this excavation 
No finds were identified 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 5 
Type 
Class 
NGR 
Planform 
Profile 
Aligned 
Length 
Width 
Depth 

hand excavation 
gully chamber 
SE 34506 57153 
rectangular 
flat bottomed U 
west 
110 cm 
100 cm 
100 cm 

Features 
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No. 
Film/Frame No 1/23-24 
Comments 
the existing drainage gully situated to the northern extent of the bridge adjacent to the 
kerbline was removed and the bnck chamber was partially demolished The stratigraphy revealed 
within the exposed sections of this excavation indicated that this area of ground had been 
heavily disturbed associated with the installation of services including a cast iron telecom duct 
and a ceramiĉ  foul water drain 
No archaeological features were identified within this excavation 
No finds were identified 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 6 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chamber 
NGR SE 34509 57162 
Planform rectangular 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned west 
Length 120 cm 
Width 90 cm 
Depth 105 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No -

Comments 
the existing drainage gully situated at the northern extent of the bridge adjacent to the 
kerbline was removed and the bnck chamber was partially demolished The west, north and south 
facing sides of the former bnck chamber were left in situ, it was therefore not possible to 
inspect the nature of the stratigraphy 
No archaeological features were identified within this excavation 
No finds were identified 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 7 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chamber 
NGR SE 34524 57178 
Planform rectangular 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned west 
Length 110 cm 
Width 95 cm 
Depth 65 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No -
Comments 
the existing drainage gully situated on the northern side of the bridge adjacent to the kerbline 
was removed and the bnck chamber was demolished The stratigraphy revealed within the exposed 
sections of this excavation indicated that this area of ground had been heavily disturbed 
associated with the installation of a Telecom service 
No archaeologicjil features were identified within this excavation 
No finds were identified 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 8 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chamber 
NGR SE 34520 57167 
Planform rectangular 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned west 
Length 100 cm 
Width 55 cm 
Depth 30 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No -

Comments 
the existing drainage gully situated on the northern side of the bridge adjacent to the kerbline 
was removed and the bnck chamber was exposed, cleaned and left in situ 
No archaeological features were identified 
No finds were identified 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 9 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chanber 
NGR SE 34516 57151 
Planfon rectangular 
Profile flat bottoaed U 
Aligned west 
Length 110 ca 
Width 65 ca 
Depth 64 ca 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Filn/Fraiie No -

Conigents 
the existing drainage gully situated on the northern side of the bridge adjacent to the kerbline 
was removed and the brick chamber was demolished The stratigraphy revealed within the exposed 
sections of this excavation indicated that this area of ground had been heavily disturbed 
associated with the installation of a cast iron water mains service 
No archaeological features were identified 
No finds were identified 



DRAINAGE GULLY 10 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chamber 
NGR SE 34515 57141 
Planform rectangular 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned west 
Length 95 cm 
Width 65 cm 
Depth 26 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No -
Comments 
the existing drainage gully situated to the north of centre of the bndge and situated adjacent 
to the kerbline was removed and the brick chamber was exposed, cleaned and left in situ 
No archaeological features were identified 
No finds were identified 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 11 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chamber 
NGR SE 34511 57151 
Planform rectangular 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned west 
Length 95 cm 
Width 60 cm 
Depth 35 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No -
Comments 
the existing drainage gully centrally located on the bndge and situated adjacent to the kerbline 
was removed and the brick chamber was exposed, cleaned and left in situ 
No archaeological features were identified 
No finds were identified 
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DRAINAGE GULLY 12 
Type hand excavation 
Class gully chamber 
NGR SE 34509 57112 
Planform rectangular 
Profile flat bottomed U 
Aligned west 
Length 105 cm 
Width 72 cm 
Depth 23 cm 
Features -
Fig Nos 3 
Plate No -
Film/Frame No -
Comments 
the existing drainage gully located south of centre on the bridge and situated adjacent to the 
kerbline was removed and the brick chamber was exposed, cleaned and left in situ 
No archaeological features were identified 
No finds were identified 
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FEATURE A 
Type transport structure 
Class bridge toll gate/booth 
Matenal magnesian limestone 
NGR SE 34491 57103 
Planform linear segment 
Profile -
Aligned north east 
Length 47 cm 
Width 12 cm 
Depth -

Fig Nos -
Plate No 4, 5 
Film/Frame No 1/10-13,15-16 
Comments 
a single, dressed magnesian limestone block identified at the southern extent and adjacent to the 
bridge on an area of solid ground, that was revealed during excavations for drainage gully no 1 
The fragment of masonry was identified in situ at the base of excavation, the single block with 
a rectangular planform was bedded level and aligned north east which was not parallel with the 
existing kerbline or with the alignment of High Bndge The upper face of this fragment of 
masonry had been dressed smooth with a narrow gauged masonry chisel The west facing aspect of 
the fragment was not fully exposed but it would appear that this elevation was sloping, forming 
a shallow chamfered aspect the surface of which had only been roughly dressed Both of the 
exposed surfaces of the masonry were not weathered and were butted and sealed by a single deposit 
of sandy clay 
It would appear that this masonry formed part of a substantially sized, magnesian limestone 
structure, it's close proximity to the bridge, but it's diffenng alignment would suggest that 
whilst it was not part of this structure it was directly associated with the bndge It is 
possible that this building was part of the Toll Gate complex that was constructed to levy and 
regulate traffic using the bridge during the mid 18th Century 
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