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INTRODUCTION 

In J u l y 1993 ac t ing on the i n s t r u c t i o n of Mr Dav id C o l h n s , Kev in John C a l e , 
A rchaeo log ica l Consu l t an t was asked to maintain a Watching B r i e f at the above 
s i t e , on g r o u n d d i s t u r b a n c e assoc ia ted wi th the cons t ruc t i on of a d r i veway 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

T h e o r i g i ns of the set t lement of K n a r e s b o r o u g h are re la t i ve ly o b s c u r e The f i r s t 
re fe rence to the town is in 1086 in the Doomsday Book , where i t is r eco rded as 
C h e a r e s b u r g , th i s p lace name e v i d e n c e would s u g g e s t that the s i te may have been 
fo r t i f i ed and may date back to A n g l o Saxon p e r i o d , ' b u r g ' meaning de fended 
enc losu re T h e r e i s however no p h y s i c a l ev idence of the p re -Norman set t lement 
at K n a r e s b o r o u g h , and f rom re fe rences wi th in the Doomsday book i t would appea r 
that the 11th c e n t u r y set t lement i f not dese r ted was g rea t l y reduced 

It seems l i ke l y that the set t lement began to deve lop d u r i n g the f i r s t hal f of the 
12th c e n t u r y , when i t i s known that both the Cas t le and the pa r i sh c h u r c h were 
in ex i s tence , both s t r u c t u r e s con t inued to deve lop well in to the late medieval 
per iod 

B y the 13th c e n t u r y K n a r e s b o r o u g h was ac t ing as the cen t re of an i r o n - w o r k i n g 
i n d u s t r y , p rocess i ng the i r ons tone mined f rom the Fores t of K n a r e s b o r o u g h 

D u r i n g the 14th c e n t u r y the set t lement con t inued to develop and e x p a n d , l a r g e l y 
as a resu l t of i t be ing idea l l y s i tua ted as a catchment foci f o r the t rade and 
exchange of goods between the Penn ine economy to the west and that of the Va le 
of Y o r k to the east The documentary ev idence conf i rms that by 1307 
K n a r e s b o r o u g h had been g ran ted a week ly market and an annua l f a i r and the 
i nhab i tan ts of the town were made f ree b u r g e s s e s T r a d e and i n d u s t r y d u r i n g 
the la te r medieval per iod would appear to have cen t red a round the wool len 
i n d u s t r y , but a lso i n c l u d e d a wide v a n e t y of o ther t rades s u c h as c o b b l e r s , 
b r e w e r s , b u t c h e r s , t a n n e r s , meta lworkers and b lacksmi ths 

T h e post medieval p e n o d w i tnessed a t rans i t i on from the woollen to the l i nen 
i n d u s t r y T h i s i n d u s t r y con t i nued to grow d u r i n g the 18th and ea r l y 19th 
cen tu r i es and the town benef i ted f rom th is boom However d u r i n g the second hal f 
of the 19th c e n t u r y th is i n d u s t r y con t rac ted and K n a r e s b o r o u g h was ec l i psed by 
the growth of the new, reg iona l admin is t ra t i ve cen t re at Har roga te 



ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS EXCAVATION 

Knaresbo rough is a h i s to r i c town of i n te res t and impor tance , and as there has 
been only a l imi ted amount of modern development w i th in the town c e n t r e , there 
IS a h igh potent ia l f o r the s u r v i v a l of h i s t o n c a l s t and ing s t r u c t u r e s and there i s 
a good l i k e l y - h o o d fo r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of below g round archaeolog ica l depos i ts 

Archaeo log ica l i n ves t i ga t i on w i th in the town has been l a r g e l y conf ined to a 
number of small r esea rch excava t i ons w i th in the cast le g r o u n d s These have 
taken p lace, i n t e rm i t t en t l y , o v e r the las t s i x t y y e a r s , un fo r tuna te l y the reco rd 
fo r these works a re incomplete and s k e t c h y Recen t l y a th ree year programme 
of g round i nves t i ga t i on has c o n c l u d e d , these e x c a v a t i o n s , located immediately 
adjacent to the nor th and east e leva t ions of the keep were conduc ted by Har roga te 
Museums and A r t Ga l l e r i es T h e s e wo rks were unde r taken as a suppo r t to the 
ongoing programme of r epa i r to the s tand ing s t r u c t u r e s 

Within the town c e n t r e , o v e r the las t number of y e a r s , a se r ies of watch ing b r i e f s 
have been mainta ined on local a u t h o n t y t r ench excava t ions and p r i va te 
developments in an at tempt to locate and examine the na tu re and form of the town 
defence 's Un fo r t una te l y these wo rks have fa i led to i den t i f y any ev idence of th i s 
de fens ive s t r u c t u r e s 

O the r en t r i es in the a rchaeo log ica l reco rd are f rom the dec la red chance f i n d s , 
reco rds fo r th i s in fo rmat ion has been noted s ince the 18th c e n t u r y The f i n d s 
range from a B r o n z e A g e pe r fo ra ted s tone axe that was found at B l i nd Lane Fa rm, 
to a Roman u r n or cook ing pot of A n t o m n e date that was recove red from south of 
Ten te rga te A v e n u e T h e g r e a t e r majonty of these f i nds are iso la ted coins da t ing 
from the Roman per iod o n w a r d s 

SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 

The proposed deve lopment a rea is s i tua ted on the mid to lower s lope of the steep 
west fac ing aspec t ove r l ook i ng K n a r e s b o r o u g h gorge The p r o p e r t y and adjacent 
woodland is located wi th in a V shaped r e c e s s , wi th the s lope becoming more acute 
to the immediate no r th and south of the s i t e , wi th ou tc rops and rock faces of 
Magnesian L imestone 

The si te i s con ta ined to the east by a modern fence l i ne , wh ich occup ies a na tura l 
b reak in the u p p e r s l ope , f rom th is bounda ry the g r o u n d fa l ls away s teep l y , on 
what would appear to be a na tu ra l fan shaped accumulat ion of d e b r i s and hi l l wash 
depos i t s , th is fea tu re has an acute nor th nor th west and west fac ing aspect 
These steep s lopes have in p laces been cu t away and s i n u o u s , s tepped pathways 
have been c o n s t r u c t e d , a f f o r d i n g access to the u p p e r s lopes 
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To the west the ang le of s lope is l ess acute and i t would appear that th is a rea of 
the s i te has been p r e v i o u s l y l a n d s c a p e d , wi th at least one te r race with a 
re la t i ve ly well p ronounced nor th nor th west fac ing aspect 

T h e s i te i s conta ined to the west by a subs tan t i a l s tone bu i l t re ta in ing wall wi th 
an i n te rna l g r o u n d leve l e levated above the waters ide road by a t l e a s t two metres 
To the nor th the deve lopment a r e a i s conta ined by the s tepped footpath a f fo rd ing 
access to the c l i en ts p r o p e r t y 

The s i te of the p roposed w o r k s i s p resen t l y a small a rea of un-managed dec iduous 
woodland adjacent and to the sou th of 27 Waters ide T h e wood is heav i l y 
ove rg rown with a fu l l and mature u p p e r canopy of Beech and Sycamore t rees and 
a dense g r o u n d vegeta t ion c o v e r 

The p r o p e r t y , i t se l f , I have been re l i ab ly in formed dates to the ear ly 20th 
C e n t u r y , and i t i s suspec ted that the t e r r a c i n g and lay out of the adjacent 
ga rdens is con tempora ry wi th i t ' s cons t ruc t i on The p r e s e n t l y ove rg rown 
s tepped pa thways lead ing f rom the s i te to the east nm of the go rge are of a s imi lar 
date and are assoc ia ted wi th access to and f rom the 19th C e n t u r y Goth ic fo l ly 
s t r u c t u r e 

THE BRIEF OF WORKS 

Given the s i tes c lose p rox im i t y to both the Waters ide and to the Cas t le G r o u n d s 
i t was suspec ted that the s i te possessed h igh potent ia l f o r the s u r v i v a l of 
archaeolog ica l remains It was cons ide red tha t there was a need fo r an 
archaeolog ica l p rov i s i on on the p roposed wo rks 

The archaeo log ica l i nves t i ga t i on of th i s s i te was to take the form of a watch ing 
b r i e f , an a rchaeo log is t would be r equ i r ed to be p resen t , to monitor g round 
d i s t u rbance assoc ia ted wi th the cons t ruc t i on of the proposed d r i veway 

It was agreed that the wo rks would i n v o l v e th ree phases each of which would 
r equ i r e an archaeo log ica l p r o v i s i o n 

1 The machine excava t ion of two geological t r ia l p i ts 
n The machine excava t ion of the no r the rn ex ten t of the d r i v e w a y and t u r n i n g 

area 
m The machine excava t ion of the sou the rn ex ten t of the d r i veway and the 

d ismant l ing of a sect ion of re ta in ing wall 

T h e archaeo log ica l p rov i s i on was des igned to es tab l i sh the p resence or absence 
ex ten t , cond i t i on , c h a r a c t e r , qua l i t y and date of any archaeo log ica l fea tu res or 
depos i ts which might ex i s t w i th in the a rea a f fec ted by the p roposed d r i veway 



DRIVE AS EXCAVATED, FACING SOUTH WEST. 


