
' cy - • 

, •"f,...i'-'9 
""- ' y- :i y 

o. y^ 

NYCC HER 

F̂ arish 

5 Rec'd 

REPORT ON AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

WATCHING BRIEF AT THE GREY 

HORSE PUBLIC HOUSE, MAIN 

STREET, KELFIELD 
"3/14 I 5 o ^ ( P A -



A REPORT ON AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

WATCHING BRIEF AT THE GREY HORSE PUBLIC HOUSE, 

KELFIELD, NORTH YORKSHIRE. 

CONTENTS 

1 Introduction 
2 Methodology 
3 Geology and Topography 
4 Histoncal Background 
5 The Watching Bnef 
6 Conclusions 
7 List of Sources 
8 List of Contnbutors 

List of Figures 

Figure 1 Site location 
Figure 2 Showing site after excavations 
Figures Copy of S M R refemng to ditch adjacent to site 

York Archaeological Trust A registered chanty 
CromweU House, 13 Ogieforth, York,YOl 7FG 

Tel (01904) 663000 Fax (01904)640029 



The Grey Horse Public House, Mam Street, Kelfield 

10 Introduction 

Beginning on the 27* January 1998, York Archaeological Trust camed out an 
archaeological Watching Bnef on the land adjacent to the Grey Horse Public house, 
Kelfield, (National Gnd Reference SE 5932 3840) on behalf of the contractors, J M 
Butler (Joinery & Buildmg) The watching bnef was camed out to fulfill a plannmg 
condition decision no 8/14/50D/PA, set by Selby Distnct Council, 

2 0 Methodology 

The machine excavation of foundation trenches and general site reduction was 
momtored for any evidence of archaeological deposits which may have survived m the 
vicmity of the development 

This watchmg bnef was undertaken in two phases and the work was momtored by 
Damian Hmd and Russell Marwood on behalf of the York Archaeological Trust 
Records of this archaeological watching bnef are currentiy stored with the York 
Archaeological Trust and tiie Yorkshire Museum under the accession code YORYM 
1998 7 

The site was reduced by a mechamcal excavator using a 5' toothless bucket and 
trenches excavated with a 2' bucket The deposits revealed m section were recorded 
following the procedures laid down in the York Archaeological Trust Context 
Recording Manual (1996) 

3 0 Geology and Topography 

The village of Kelfield is situated c 6V2 km to the NNW of Selby and c 10km west of 
Fulford, York It sits upon the north bank of the River Ouse some 4km down stream 
from the confluence of the Wharfe and Ouse Its drift geology consists of alluvium 
deposits with a solid base geology of Keuper Marl of the permo-tnassic penod 

4 0 Histoncal Background 

The village of Kelfield appears m the North Yorkshire Sites & Monuments Record, as 
number 9711 00000 Kelfield has records datmg back to the time of the Norman 
Conquest, when it was called Chelchefeld or Chelchefelt, having two carucates and two 
bovates recorded 

0 Within the village there is a circular moated site, (SMR No 9711 03000), possibly the 
ongmal manor house, documented as belongmg to Henry de Kelfield in 1291 This lies 
to the north west of the development The manor was presumably superseded by 
Kelfield Hall, built in 1591 This was a substantial building, documented as having 
twelve hearths and stood until 1840 
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The Grey Horse Public House, Main Street, Kelfield 

To the west ofthe site are a pair of ditches (SMR No 9711 04100) which may be either 
part of a moated site or fishponds or altematively clay workmgs, either for bnck making 
or marling, as the place name Kelfield denves from the Old Enghsh form for chalky 
field (possibly) 

Adjacent to the back of the pub was the alleged "village gaol", dating to the 16* 
century This is also within ten metres of the suggested site of the village smithy, which 
lies to the west of the Grey Horse Public House Most of the current houses standing m 
the village date to the 18* Century or later To the north of the village. Moor End, there 
IS a cluster of mainly 19* century dwellmgs 

5 0 The Watchmg Bnef 

The first phase of work to be observed consisted ofthe mechamcal removal of deposits 
to the north and rear of the Public house in an area designated to be the car park This 
was done mechamcally and consisted the stnppmg of turf and a dark brown fine loam 
to a depth between 0 20m and 0 25m below the current ground level 

Dunng these excavations two concrete structures were uncovered, just below the level 
of the turf, cO 10m BGL The more southerly of these, nearest to the Public House, 
seemed to be the top of a septic tank whilst the other had an unknown function 

About Im from the northem edge of the excavation a disused manhole was 
encountered This was half excavated to reveal a backfill of topsoii and modem glass, 
pot fragments and bnck fragments The mam body of the structure was made up of a 
single bnck thick (c 0 06m) 1 05m square chamber 

The second phase of observations began with the excavation ofthe footings for the raft 
foundations of the new dwelling house These were located to the west of the Public 
House, 10m from the street front A senes of shallow trenches were machine excavated 
to depths of between 0 10m and 0 25m, the deepest being for the westem extemal load 
beanng wall 

Much of the excavations towards the south and east of the site were dug through the 
existmg ash and gravel of the car park The northem most trenches were excavated 
wholly withm the topsoii deposit, whilst an area in the south-west comer contained 
demolition mbble 

6 0 Conclusions 

The full depth of the topsoii was not reached in the excavations across most of the site 
and this reflected in the lack of finds and non-recovery of any archaeological features 
Any which may have remained along the stieet front would have been removed durmg 
the leveling process undertaken dunng the laying of the car-park The demolition debns 
recovered from the south-east comer was of fairly modem date 
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The Grey Horse Public House, Mam Street, Kelfield 

No trace of any archaeological deposits were found dunng this development However, 
the close proximity of the earthworks to the NNW of the site, and the general 
documentary evidence of Kelfields history, would suggest that any further excavation 
work on or in the vacimty of the site would ment archaeological observation 
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SHOWING SITE LOCATION 
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SHOWING SITE AFTER EXCAVATIONS 
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